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NOTICE TO THIS EDITION. 



The Editor of the 'Handbook for Travellers in France* requests that 
travellere who may, in using this Work, detect any errors or omissions 
-which they can correct from personal knowledge, will have the kindness to 
mark them down on the spot and communicate to him a notice of the same, 
favouring him at the same time with their names — addressed to the care of 
Mr. Murray, Albemarle Street. They may be reminded that by such eom- 
munications they are not merely furnishing the means of improving the 
Handbook, but are contributing to the benefit, information, and comfort of 
future travellers in general. 

*«* No attention can be paid to letters from innkeepers in praise of their 
own houses. 

Caution to Travellers. — By Act of Parliament the introduction into 
England a$ foreign pirated EdHicsta of the works of British authons m "which 
the' copyright subsists, i« totalli/ prohibited. Travellers will therefore bear 
in mind that even a single copy is contraband, and is liable to seizure at 
the English Custom-house. 

Caution to Innkeepers and others. — The Editor of the Handbooks 
has learned from various quarters that a person or persons have been ex- 
torting money from innkeepers, tradespeople, artists, and others, on the 
Continent, under pretext of procuring recommendations and favourable 
notices of them and their establishments in the Handbooks for Travellers. 
The Editor, therefore, thinks proper to warn all whom it may concern, 
that recommendations in the Handbooks are not to be obtained by payment, 
and that the persons alluded to are not only unauthorized by him, but 
are little better than swindlers. All those, therefore, who put confidence 
in such promises may rest assured that they will be defrauded of their 
money without attaining their object. English travellers are requested to 
explain this to innkeepers in remote situt^tious, who are liable to become 
victims of such Itinerant impostors. 
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PREFACE. 



The Handbook for France, in its origin, plan, and arrangements^ 
does not differ from the other Handbooks for Travellers, inas- 
much aa it is based on actual travels through the country^ 
and on personal knowledge of the places described. When 
the* Handbook first appeared, although there were monographs 
and itineraries of many parts of the country, there did not exist 
in French or in any other language a complete guide-book to 
France.. The. author may claim credit for having opened, not 
only to his own. count^raen, but to the French, themselves, 
many new routes and districts of interest previously littl^ known 
or visited. 
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The Handbook wa^ first published .before the construction of 

Y% ■ .1 ''•'.'• w ' ' ' ' i » ^ ' 1 'i , * ' ' ' . y» 

Kailways m France, and the changes prpduced.by the§e gigantic 
enterprises have necessitated great alterations, in every sucpeeding 
^Edition. Exertions h^ye been made to briqg the Information 
down to the latest date, and to correct and improve, the wqrk in 
every part. Ther^ can be no doubt that errors and imperfections 
still remain; the ilditor, therefore, continues to invite Travellers 
to enable, him to correct them from their own personal observa- 
tion and experience. 

The chapters into which the book is divided sure arranged 
according to the ancient Provinces, as being less minute, more 
historical, and better understood by the English than the more 
intricate subdivisions of Departments. Though the latter are 
universally used by the French, some centuries must elapse 
before Champagne and Burgundy cease to be remembered for 



Ti PKEFACe. 

their wines, Perigord for its pies, and Provence for its oil ; 
nor will it be easy to obliterate the recollection of William of 
Normandy^ Margaret of Anjou, and Henri of Navarre, And 
it may be observed that the modern .Departments are either 
identical with, or are subdivisions of, the old French Provinces. 

This volume contains no description of the Capital, as a 
separate and condensed ' Handbook for Visitors to Paris,' suit- 
able to the wants of .English travellers of the present day, has 
been published by Mr. Murray. 

A description of Nice and its neighbourhood, now annexed 
t6 France, is inserted in this volume, A Handbook of the 
Island of Corsica has been published separately, with a Map. 

In the Eleventh Edition the assistance of an accurate friend 
(P. T.), well versed in mediaeval architecture, enabled the Editor 
to give a more correct, precise, and scientific description of the 
Churches of France, which present so many points of interest 
to the. intelligent traveller. Pains have been taken to distinguish 
the styles peculiar to the different Provinces of France, atid to 
.fix, as far as possible, the .dates of various parts of the 1;)uilding8, 
and in doing this much aid has been derived from the admirable 
works of M. Viollet-le-Duc. 

In the TlvelfYli Edition the changes aqd incidents connected 
with the Franco-German war of 1870-71, with some accounts pf 
the battle-fields from persona} examination, have been intro- 
duced. Alsace and Lorraine are still retained within the present 
volume, although nearly the whole of these two French pro- 
vinces was ceded to Germany by the Treaty of Frankfurt, 
JIfay 10, 1871. It will be long probably before they become 
attached to Germany in feeling and spirit. 

London, 1873. .... 
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X a. MONEY TABLES. 

a. MONET. 

Ill Fiunce, accountfl are kept in francn and centimes (or hundred 
parts), the coinage being arranged on the decimal system. Each 
franc contains 10 dicim^ or 100 ximtimes, 

FRENCH >IONEr. 

^ilt>er Coins : — £ s, d. 

Piece of 1 franc » 100 centimes s 20 soiib s 9^ English. 

„. . . / . . ^0 oentiiiies t= 4 s^us *= 2 

ff ^ franc = 50 centimes a 10 sous s 4f 

ff 2 francs= 200 centimes s 40 sous b 1 7 

f, 5 francs=s 500 centimes =100 sous « 4 

Gold Coins : — £ «• d. 

Napoleon, or 20 franc piece . «= 16 

Half Napoleon, or 10 franc piece . s=s 8 

Quarter Napoleon, or 5 franc piece =040 

100 franc piece . . . =400 

. 50 franc piece ., s=s200 

Copper ^Bronze) Coins ;-»- 

. Decime, or 10 oentimie piece . •«■ (I 1 

6 centimes = 1 sou . . s=s 0| 

2 centimes , . . • = OJ 

1 centime . ' , . . ta o O^Jj. 

N,B! To find the value of any given number of centimes, reinember 
that the Tens represent pennies, and the Fives halfpennies : thus 
75c.5=7iC?. — 25c.=2{rf. — I6c, = l\d, within a fractioD, but near 
enough for all practical purposes. 

To reduce French fraUcs to English money, where minute exact- 
ness is not required, it will only be necessary to divide the amount 
of francs by 25, or to substitute 4 for 100, tnus :— 

• ' • • • • . 

Francs, £ 

100 = 4 

• 1,000 ■ = • 40 

10,000 = 400 

. 100,000 = 4,000 

1,000,000 B 40^000 

The. Bank of France issues notes for 1000, 600, 200, 100, 60, 25, 
20/ and ^ franps, whiqh are le^al tender throughout the empire. 

FOREIGN COINS BEDUCED TO THEIR VALUE IN FRENCH CURBENCT AT THE 

rAR OF EXCHANGE.* 

fr, C, 

Elnglish Sovereign (par of exchange) ss S5 21 

■hiUing . ^ . «r 1 2C . 

Dutch guilder . . • s= 2 15 

Prussian dollar* • ' . * . = 3 70 

Bavarian florin •= 20 pence English c= 2 12 

Austrian florin.— 2 shillings English ss 3 47 

' * The'rate of ezchAnge Taries from day to day. It vru ag high as M franeb, and it noir 
(1873) ^«rhed by th9 drainage of gold and large isanea of paper. 
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xii tf, WEIGHTS AKD M^AStJliEfi. 



h. WEIGHTS AND MEA6t7RE8. 

A uuiform decimal system of coins, heights, and measures was 
introduced into France in 1790, and since l§4(>bas been universally 
adopted, to the exclusion of all others. 

In this new system all the measures of length, Superficies, and 
solidity, the unit of weight, and the unit qf money, are c6nnected, 
and are derived from one fundamental measure ox length, called 
Metre, equal to the ten-millionth part (0*0000001) of the distance 
from the pole^ to the equator of the terrestrial globe = 3'2808992 
English feet. 

From this are derived the gramme or imit of weight = li6 '43235 
English grains ; litre or unit of measure = 1*761 imperial pints ; 
are or unit of land measure = 100 square ni^tres = '02471 acre, 
from which is derived the hectare of 100 ares =s 2*471 acres: 

On these units the other weights and measures are natned by 
prefixes : the prefixes which express multiples ^e Greek ; the 
prefixes which express fractions are Latin ; thu^ :— -, 

Myria- -^ m^tre =s 10,000 Metres. 

Kilo- — mHre = 1,000 „ , 

Hecto- •— mM-re = 100 „ 

Deca* — mtoe = -10 , „ 

Mfetre =r M^tre, 

Deoi- — m^tre = one-tenth of a mfetre, 

Genti- — mfetre = one-hundredth „ 

Milli- — m^tre = one-thousandth „ 



n 



The same prefixes are . appUed to grammes, litresi and ares ; the 
following are commonly used :-t- 

M^tre s 8*281 English feet^ si 8 feet 3*87 inohes. 

Kilomtoe = 0*621 English mile =s ^ mile 213 yds. 2 inches. 

Kilogramme = 2 205 lbs. avoird. ^ 2 lbs. 3*^6 omlces. 

Litre = 1-761 Imp. pints. ' ' ' * ' ' 

Hectolitre = 22*010 Imp. gal. =s 22 Imp. gal. very nearly^ 

Hectare = 2*471 acres =2 8 J Imp;'acres' nearly. 



1 French pied (old) = 1*06^76 Enjlish feet. 

1 French pied m^trique a otie-*third of mi^tre. 

1 French toise (old). a 1*95 m^res. 

1 French ligne (old) = 2*256 millimfetres^ . 

1 French lieue de poste (old) = 2 miles 743 yardej. , ! 

1 French livre (old) , = 1*078 lbs. = i lb, IJ qe. , , ' 

1 French livre (new) =2 one half of a kilog. 

1 Frenoh arpent = 0*5107 hectare. T 

1 French setier = 1*56 hectolitres. , 

These Gopiparisons between the English and the French weights 
add measures ane takeli from the researches of Prpf. Jiiiller (I^. 
Trans., 1657) ; the French from the Almanach du iQureau des 
Longitudes, 1867. : .» 
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b. TABLUS of FRENCH MEASURES AND WEIGHTS. 
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TABLES OF FRENCH MEASURES AND WEIGHTS. 

TaBJEiB A< — FbBHOH M&TRGg REDUC£XX.XO ENGLISH FeeT. 
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Table Bi — Fbenci* llixRis into English Yards. 
1 m^re eqnal to 1*09 yardfti - I 20 m^ta^es eqiial to 21-86 yards. 
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Table C. — English Tards into M£:tres. 



1 yard ecjym. to 


0-914 metres. 


20 yarda e^ual to 18-288 mHrea. 
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Table D. — French Kilometres reduced into English Miles, etc 
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5 : Hjlowkkcea''^ 3 English miles nearly. 

8 „ V «• 5 „ . v«ry nearly. 
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Ta.i)lb'K.~French Kilogrammes into English Pounds (AvoiRburois). 



Kil. E. Pds. 
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14 


30*880 


27 59-554 


40 


88-228 


300 


761-714 


2 4*411 


15 


33*086 


88 61*760 


41 


90*434 


400 


882*286 


8 6-617 


16 


33*291 


29 63*996 


42 


92*640 


500 


1,102*857 


4 8-ft?3 


17 


37*497 


30 66*171 


43 


94*846 


1,000 


2,205*714 


5 11028 


18 


39*703 


31 68*377 


44 


97*051 


2,000 


4.411*429 


6 18-2M 


19 


41*908 


32 70*583 


45 


99*857 


3,000 


6,617*143 


7 15-440 


20 


44-114 


33 72*788 


46 


101*463 


4,000 


8,822^857 


8 17-646 


21 


46*320 


34 74*994 


47 


103*668 


5,000 


11,028*471 


9 19*851 


2*i 


48*526 


35 77-200 


48 


105*874 


10,000 


22,057*143 


10 22*057 


23 


50*731 


36 79*403 


49 


108*080 


80,000 


44,114*286 


11 24*263 


24 


58*937 


87 81*611 


50 


1I0*2>6 


30,000 


66,171*429 


12 26*468 


25 


53*143 


38 83-817 


100 


220*571 


40,000 


88,228*572 


13 28-674 


26 


57*348 


39 86-023 


200 


441*143 


50,00«r 


110,285*715 



1 Kilogr. a 2*20462 = 2 lbs. 3 oz. nearly. 
50 Kilogr. =^ 1 cwt. verj nearly. 

Table F. — French Hectares into English Acres. 



Uect. 


Acm. 


Hect. 


Acres* 


Hect. 


Actes. 


Hect. Acras. 


fleet. 


Aciw. 




2-471 


8 


19*769 


15 


37-067 


40 98-846 


200 


494^229 




4*942 


9 


22*240 


16 


39*538 


50 123-557 


300 


741*348 




7-413 


10 


24*711 


17 


42*009 


60 148*268 


400 


98^-457 




9*884 


11 


27*182 


18 


44-480 


70 172-980 


50D 


1<285*571 




12-356 


12 


29*654 


19 


46-932 


80 197*691 


1,000 


2,471*143 


6 


14-82? 


13 


32*125 


20 


49*423 


90 222*403 


2,000 


4,942*286 


7 


17-298 


U 


34*596 


30 


74* 134 


100 247*114 


5,000 


12,335*751 



C. PASSPOBTS. 

British subjects are admitted into France from England and- 
allowed to travel through the country without passports, on merely 
declaring their nationality. A police agent at the frontier, or the 
officers at the Pre'fecture de Police in Paris, will stamp a visiting 
card or paper bearing the Englishman's name, and the display of 
this will obtain for him the privilege, formerly granted on producing 
a passport, of gratuitous admission to public monuments and exbi- 
bitions. On quitting France it is only necessary to .present this 
card or paper to the police authorities. 

But as Englishmen are not exempt from the need of passports in 
some other countries on the continent, and as they may be required 
to produce their passports when entering Fran ce/rrwioMercoMwfr/c« 
than England, it will be advisable, before leaving England, to provide 
themselves with one from the Foreign Office, which is never taken from 
the bearer, and, if vis^, requires nothing more for the space of one 
year than the words " Bon Pour un an." 

Every Englishman thereiore, on going abroad, is advised still to 
provide himself with such a passport, which will always serve as a 
certificate of his nationality. 

A Forei^-office passport can be procured (charj^e 2«.') at Uie 
Foreign-ofhce between 11 and 4 by leaving or sending on the pre- 
ceding day a letter of application from any banking firm in the 
United Kingdom, or a certificate of identity aigned by any Mayor, 
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Magistrate, Justice of the Peace, Minister of Religion, Physician, 
Surgeon, Solicitor, or Notary resident in the United Kingdom. 

Bankers have printed forms of application, and will fiimish on© 
to their customers. 

Certificates of identity may be in the following form : — 

(Dated, &c.) The undersigned (mayor, &o., as the case may be), residing 
at (town, &c.), hereby certifies that A. B. (C/u^istian name and swname at 
length), whose signature is written beneath, is a British subject and requires 
a passport, as he intends to travel on the Continent (accompanied bij his 
toife, children, sisters, and servant- — Christian name and surname of servant at 
length — who is a British subject'), 

(Signed) J. F. {usual signature). 

Signature of the above-named A. B. (usual signature). 

The letter or certificate must be enclosed in a cover addressed to 
the chief clerk, Foreign-oflBce, London, with the word ** Passport" 
on the cover. The applicant may on the next day either apply 
at the Passport-ofiice in person, or send, with a written request that 
the passport be delivered to bearer. 

If the applicant is in the country he can apply by letter enclosing 
a post-office order (postage stamps will not be received) for 2s. pay- 
able to the chief clerk, Foreign-oflBce, at the post-office, Charing 
Cross, and the passport will be sent by post. 

Passports may also be obtained from the Foreign-office agents for 
that purpose at Dover, Folkestone, Newhaven, Southampton, &c. 

The passport must be signed by the bearer in the proper place, 
and he should take care to write the name legibly, oUierwise he may 
be kept waiting whilst the foreign functionaries through whose 
hands it will pass are deciphering his name. 

Lee, 440, West Strand, or Messrs. Dorrell & Son, 15, Charing Cross, 
will obtain passports and procure the requisite visas at Is. each 
on receiving the letter of application or certificate, and will also 
mount the passport in a book, to protect it from wear, 

d, routes acooss france -^ london to paris, btrasburoj 

marseilles, &c. 

London to Paris by Rail and Steamer. 

a. By Folkestone (Rail — express 2i hours), Boulogne (2 hours, 
steam), Paris (rail — express trains 4j ; ordinary 7 hours). Total 
distance 255 m., time 10 J hrs. The time of departure by this route 
varies from day to day, according to the time of the tide. See time 
tables of the South-Eastern Ely. Co. Fares : Ist class, 2/. 16«. ; 2nd 
class, 21. 28. Return tickets (1 month), 41, 15s. and 3Z. 158. 

By crossing from Folkestone to Boulogne, instead of from Dover 
to Calais, several miles of land journey are saved. 

N.B. Travellers will do well to book through from London to 
Paris in order to leave Boulogne by the tidal train, otherwise they 
may have to wait for the next ordinary train. 

b. By Dover, Calais, Boulogne, Amiens, distance 283 m., time 
10 hrs. from London by the morning mail, Lond. Chat. & Dov. lUy. 
Co. (Victoria and Ludgate Hill) 7.40 a.m., and evening mail at 8.35 
P.M. ; by the S,-E. Ry. Co. (Charing Cross and Cannon Street) 7.40 
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A.M. and 8.45 p.M.^lst class, 3Z. ; 2nd class, 2L 5s. There is also 
a cheap night service by this route. 

N.B. Fast steamboats cross the Channel between France and 
England. They are often crowded to inconvenience, and in rough, 
weather passengers are liable to be wetted by the rain or spray. 
The passengers, especially ladies, should therefore take with them 
a small change of raiment in a hand bag. Both at the Charing 
Cross and London Bridge Stations of the South-Eastem Railway, 
and at the Yictoria and Ludgate Hill Stations of the Chatham 
and Dover Railwaj^, passengers' luggage may be booked through 
to Paris, where it is examined by the Custom-house authorities, 
without any detention or trouble at Calais or Boulogne. On arriv- 
ing at London it will be examined by the Custom-houae officers in 
li)ce manner. Charges for overweight of luggage (above 66 lbs.) 
v^ry high by this route. 

When the wind blows from between N. and E. the best passage 
will be from Folkestone ; when S. and W. from Dover. 

c. By Newhaven, Dieppe, and Rouen, distance 240 m., time 12 to 
16 hrs. 

This is an economical tidal route, but involves a sea passage (60 m.) 
varying fromi 5 to 8 hrs., and is therefore not to be chosen by 
those who suffer from sea-sickness. In spring and summer the 
voyage is generally performed in 6 hours. The land journey is 
agreeable, and Rouen will well repay a halt of a day. Passengers 
taking through tickets, which cost — 1st class, 31s. ; 2nd class, 23s. ; 
3rd class, 16s. 6d, —can remain 7 days on the road, which allows of 
their visiting Dieppe and Rouen comfortably. Luggage, which ij9 
charged considerably less than by the Calais and Boulogne routes, 
can be booked direct for Paris. 

d. By Southampton, Havre, and Bouen, 15 hours. 

Steamers in connection with the S.W. Rly. Co.'s (Waterloo and 
Kensington) trains from London leave the Pier, Southampton, every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday night (11.45 p.m.) Fares 31s. and 
22s. 9g^. Sea voyage, in large steamers, distance 80 m., time .8 hrs., 
of which 11 hr. is under the Isle of Wight. Luggage can be booked 
at London for Paris in the same way as by the other routes. 

e. By Dunkiric' by screw steamer 3 timps ft week from Fenning*B 
Wharf (and thence by Lille to Paris), fares lOs. and 7s. 

/. By Boulogne from London Bridge direct in about 10 hours: 
fares to Paris — 25s, 1st class ; 20s. 2nd class ; 24s. Ist-class steamer' 
and 2nd-class railway. In summer this is a verv agreeable route, 
enabhng the traveller to see the scenery of the Tnames. It is also 
the most economical of all, no charge being made for an ordinary 
quantity of luggage, except from Boulogne to Paris. Luggage can 
only be registered from Paris to London ; in which case it is exa- 
mined on board the steamer on Ascending the Thames, the traveller 
experiencing no delay on landing. 

"^ London to Batonne, by Tours, Poitiers, Bordeaux, Dax, Pau, and 
the Pyrenees. Railway open all the way. Trains from Paris to 
Bordeaux 11 1 hours; to Bayonne in 16; to the Spanish frontier 
at Irun in 17 J, and to Pau in 17^ hours. 

London to Bale, in Switzerland : from Paris, to Strassbur& 
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10 trS. 40 min.. Bale (16 hours), or by Trojres, Belfort and Muhl- 
house, 12 J hours. 

London to Gej^bVa; Paris to Geneva by Mi.con; in 14 hours. 
London to Marseilles in 28 hours — by railway Paris to Lyons, 

11 hours (express) ; Lyons to Marseilles, 6} hours ; Marseilles to 
Nice, 6^ hours. 

English contract steamers, belonging to the Peninsular and 
Orien,tal Company, ply four times a-month between Marseilles and 
Alexandria, touching at Messina (and no longer at Malta). They' 
jtrrive at Messina early on the third day, and carry the overland 
mail for India. As these steamers sail at an earlv hour (7 A.M.), 
travellers will do well to reach Marseilles the day before the steamer 
starts, in order to get through the necessary formalities as regards 
passports, bills of Ikjalth, and to embark comfortably. 

The arrangements of the Mediterranean steamers from Marseille^ 
are so frequently changing that it will be advisable to refer to the 
bills issuea from time to time hv the different companies. 

The people of the Packet-offices will do everything relative to 
passports, bills of health, &c.^ for a small fixed fee. 

French Government contract steamers of the Messageries Im- 
p^riales leave Marseilles for Alexandria, Messina, Constantino jile, 
Piraeus, and the Levant, touching at Malta, several times every 
month* A Government contract steamer runs from Marseilles to 
Kaples^ touching on the way at Civita Vecchia, every Thursday. 
Those of the Italian Peirano-Danovaro Company, large, roomy, and 
in every respect excellent boats, leave Marseilles every Wednes- 
day at 10 a.mI for Genoa, arriving at 7 a.m. on Thursday, in cor- 
respondence with the mail steamers to Spezzia, Leghorn, Naples, 
the Ita-lian .ports in the- Adriatic, Corfu, &c., and the coasts of 
Sicily, Calabria, and of the Adriatic, including Trieste and Tenice.. 
There are frequent steamers of private conipani^s calling at Genoa,' 
Leghorn, Civita Veochia^ Napks, &c. 

e. RAILROADS. 

P|*ance, though later than iSngland in the construction of rail- 
wajrs, has made immense progress under the late imperial rule,. 
and all the principal towns may now be reached by rail. 

The Livret Chaix (prioo 2 fr.), for the whole continent, published 
monthly, or the Indicateur des Chemins de Fer (price 50 cents^ for 
the French railways only^ weeldy, contains the : time-tables, fares, 
&c., of all the railways, sk well as the- public coiiyeyances to the, 
remotest localities' from the several stations. The former is the 
" Bradshaw '* of France, l^h very itaaportant imj^rovements as to 
arrangement and clearness, corrected to the date of issue ; either 
will be an indispensable companion to travellers. The principal 
French Unes have also serparate time-tables sold at all their own 
stations (price 30 cents.) 

Boiiwaypassexi^erBwfth luffgage should be at the station at least 
a quarter of im hoiir before th^ time advertised for starting. Then 
join the single file (queue) of travellers before the window (guichet) 
where the tickets (billets^ are delivered. Take the tickets of the whole 
party to the luggage guichet, and after the luggage is weighed the 
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tickets will be returned stamped, together with a luggage receipt, 
on payment of the registration fee of 10 cents., and any additional 
sum for overweight. On delivery of the receipt at the journeys 
end the luggage is restored to the holder. This gives rise to some 
delay, but it ensures its safe delivery and conveyance. Another 
advantage is, that the traveller if tired need not wait for his luggage, 
but may leave it till he chooses to present his ticket for it. Tne 
best way to obviate this delay on commencing a journey will be to 
take as little as possible, and to place it in one or more cjwpet-bags, 
which will lie under the seat in the carriage. 30 kilos (= 66 lbs. 
English) of luggage are allowed to every passenger free of charge, 
except the 10 centimes charged for registering. Luggage may 
always be left at the railway '* en depot" on payment of a small fee. 

Passengers are kept in the waiting-room (Salle d*Attente) until 
the train is ready to start, and no one is allowed access to the 
platform without a ticket. The express trains take only Ist-class 
passengers. On ordinary trains there are separate 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
class carriages for ladies. 

. Provision is made for the personal comforts of railway travellers 
at the stations ; and refreshment-rooms, very superior to our Eng- 
lish ones, called buffets, are provided on all the lines at certain 
intervals, where halts are made of 10, 20, or 30 minutes, according 
to the distance travelled. An immense comfort on the French 
railways consists in the Ist-class carriages being heated in cold 
\yeather by hot- water footstools. As a general rule the railway 
carriages are much cleaner and more comfortable than those in 
England, and the 2nd-class ones often as good as the 1st on many 
of the British lines. 

Luggage Ticket,-^On arriving at their journey's end, travellers 
instead of waiting for their luggage may give the ticket to the 
commisslonnaire of the hotel to clear it. No examination generally 
takes place, except on arriving from England or upon entering 
France from a foreign state. 

Circular Tour Tickets at reduced prices are now issued during the 
summer season by all the principal railway companies. The par- 
ticulars will be found in the Livret Chaix or the Indicateur, 

RAILWAY Ih-ATIONS IN PABI8. 

Pabis to — 

I Boulogne, Calais, Amieii8,\ 
Dvinkirk, Lille, PoiiaiJ 
Yalenoiennes, BruaseU, | Place RoubaU. 
E.Belgium,Holland,Co- 
logne, and N. Germany./ 

Vereailles, rt. bank. St.^ 
Cloud. St. Germain. 
Rouen, Havre, and 
Dieppe. Caen. Cher- 
bourg. Bennes. Brest. 
Angers. Napoleon Ven- 
due. Saintes. Nantes. 
Lorient. Quimper. Na- 
poUonville. Brest, &c. 



„ de/ 

rOuest 



^ Rne St. Laiare and Boule- 
vard MoBtparnaAse. 



/. 1»0S1'1NG. 



XIX 



Chemin de Fer dd 



Boulevard Mazas, near la 



de VEat 



>i 



Dljoti, ChllonB, Lyons,^ 
Grenoble, Marseilles, 
Paris liLvouetii- *^^^^'^^- Nice. Nimes, U.u^*^v».vx 

Turin. } 

(Strasburg, Metz, BAle, and \ 
Switzerland. Vienna, ( ,5 .r,, j at t 
and S. Germany Rene. 1^^*^*^^^*^^^^^ S^^'"^^^^"'*S- 
rally. ) 

f Orleans, Tours, Nantes, \ 
Bordeaux, Bayonne, 
Pau, Spain, and the 
Pyrenees. Bourges. 
Rochefort. Limoges. 
Pe'rigueux. Toulouse. 
Montauban. Auch, Pau, 
and the Pyrenees. 

Versailles, left bank^ and] 

Chartres. Tours. (Boulevard de Moutpar- 
Ilennes. Lorient. | nasse. 
Brest. j 

Vincennes. Place de la Bastille. 



,/ d' Orleans , i 



I Qua! d'Austerlitz. 



Rive Gauche 



Sceaux 



Sceaux. 



Bariiere d'Enfer, 



/. POSTING. — PRIVATE CARRIAGE. 



Since the completion of the network of railways from Paris to 
the extremities of France, posting has nearly become a thing of the 
past. The old Livre de Poste no longer exists. A few directions 
are here given for those who may be constrained to travel on bye- 
ways, cross-roads, or from railway stations. 

Distances are calculated by kilometres and myriamdtres. See 
table, p. xiii. 

The postmaster's authorised charge is, for each horse, 2 francs or 
40 sous per myriamStre, or 20 centimes per kilom. 

The Postilion is entitled by the tariff to demand only 1 franc per 
rayriam^tre or 10 centimes per kilom. ; but it is customary to pay 
him 2 francs per myriam., or at the rate of a horse, unless he has 
misconducted himself, when he may be punished by hmiting his 
pay to the tariff. He is bound to drive the myriam^tre within 46 
and 58 minutes. THe English, who generally want to go fiister, 
are too often in the habit of giving him 60 sous per myriam., or 5 per 
kilom., which is at the rate of nearly 4^. an English mile. In fact, 
French postboys are not satisfied with 4 sous, but well contented 
with 6. 

The cost 0/ posting with 3 persons in a caldche, may be calculatecf 
at 8 francs par myriamltre, or 80 centimes par kilomdtre. For 2 
persons, with 2 horses and postboy, the rate is about 6 francs, or 
nearly 9d. per English mile. 

Hired Carriages — Voitures a volonte. 
It is difi&cult to fix a fair scale 'of prices for the hire of a. 
carriage and horses in different parts of France ; the best guide will 
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be to calculate it at two-thirds of the posting price for the Mona 
distance, exclusive of the carriage. 

TJie carriage usually to be met with for hire is the cabriolet — ^a 
heavy, lumbering, and jolting vehicle : the charge for it is commonly 
8 or 9 fr. a-day, exclusive of a pourboire of 2 or 3 fr. to the driver. 
It has neither the neatness nor the lightness of the gigs furnished at 
a countrv inn in England, but is necessarily clumsUy built to stand 
the terrible cross-roads of France. 

In out-of-the-way places often no other vehicle is, to be found than 
Skpatadie — a rustic cab, verging towards the covered cart, without its 
easy motion. He who rides in a patache must prepare to be jolted 
to pieces. 

g. DILIGENCES. 

The old-fashioned French diligence, which in weight and size 
bore some resemblance to a broad- wheeled waggon, is now nearly 
superseded. The diligence of the present day is composed of a 
Coupe^ Uke a chariot, in front, with 3 places, ana an in^eriewr behind 
with 4 or 6 places, entered from behind. There is a Banquette, or 
outside seat, on the top. It affords a comfortable and roomy seat 
by the side of the conductor, with the advantages- of fresh air and 
the best view of the coxmtry. 

The pace of the diligence is slow, rately exceeding 6 or 7 m. an 
hour, and in bad weather, when roads are heavy, falling below 
that. 

The coach and its contents are placed in charge of the Conducteurf 
a sort of guard, who takes care, pf the passengers, the lugga^. tha 
way-bill, «,nd thp m6canique, that is, the break, by which the 'v^ee^ 
is locked. He is paid by the admijaistration,.and expects nothing 
from the passengers, unless he obliges them by some extra service. 
He is generally an intelligent person, often sin old soldier, and the 
traveller may pick up information from him. 
, The^^aces in the diligence are numbered, and are given out to pas- 
sengers in the order in which they have booked themselves, i)^ 
corner seats first ; ,and it comports very much with the traveller's 
comfort to secure one of them. Before starting, the passengers' 
names, are called over, and to each is assigned his proper pTace^ 
The average rate of the fares may be calculated at l^d, o, mile 
Bnglish, except for the coup^, which is somewhat higher- 
Diligences run on the roads of France on which the traffic is 
not already engrossed by railways, and correspond with provincial 
compa;i|ies who *^ coach" the more distant and cross roads^ so that 
there is no want of means of conveyance in any part of France 
between places of moderate consequence. In many cases, however, 
the **tuxn-out" from provincial towns is of an inferior description. 

k 1NN8, TABI.ES*D'h6TE, ETC. 

On the whole, the inns in the provincial towns of France are in- 
ferior to those of Germany and to those of Switzerland, in the want 
of general comfort j and above all of cleanliness. There is an excep- 
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tion to this, lipwever, in the bed and table linen. Even the filthy 
cabaret, whose kitchen and salon are scarcely endurable to look at, 
commonly affords napkins and table-cloths clean, though coarse ana 
rough, and beds with unsullied sheets and white draperies, together 
with well-stuffed mattresses and pillows, which put German cribs 
and feather-beds to shame. Many of the most important essentials 
to personal comfort^ on the other hand, are utterly disregarded, and 
evince a state of backwardness hardly to be expected in a civilised 
country. Where this is the case, it may be advisable to order a 
night commode to be placed in the bedroom. The provision for 
personal ablution is defective. Fail not to take soap with you, a 
thing never to be found in foreign bedrooms. 

French inns may be divided into two classes: — a. Those which make 
some pretensions to study English tastes and habits (and a few of them 
are comfortable), and, being frequented by Englishmen, are high in 
their charges. Such exist on the great roads and in the large 
towns, b. Those in remote situations, where the traveller who 
can conform with the customs of the country may live economic-: 
ally — 6 francs a-day for board and lodging, and i a franc for the 
servants. 

In one respect the innkeepers of France are more accommodating 
than those of Germany ; they will furnish at almost any hour of the 
day, at 10 minutes or J hour's notice, a very fair dinner ^f 8 or 
10 dishes, at a cost not greatly exceeding that of the table-d*h6te. 
When ordering dinner in private, the traveller should specify the 
price at which he chooses to be served, fixing the sum at 3, 5, or more 
francs. In remote places and small inns, never order dinner at a 
higher price than 4 francs : the people have ouly the same food to 
present, even if they charged 10 francs. A very fair dinner is tisually 
liimished at 6 fr. a-head. Travellers not dining at the table-d*h6t« 
should come to an understanding beforehand for their meals at so 
much per head, otherwise they will be charged for each dish a la 
carte. The usual charge for a table-d'h6te dinner is 2J to 3 frs. (in- 
cluding wine in a wine country, but not in the north), and ought 
never to exceed that except in large towns and first-rate inns. 

Bargaining for rooms before you enter an inn, though usual, some- 
times leads the landlord to suppose that you are going to beat him 
down, and he may therefore name a higher price than he is willing 
to take, and thus you may cause the exorbitance which you intend 
to prevent. In French inns it is the universal custom to lock the 
door of your room when going out of the house, and to leave th« 
key with the porter : it is expected, and is indeed necessary for 
safety, and to secure the landlord s legal habihty to make good any 
losses by theft or otherwise. 

Tables'd'hote in France are not so well attended as in Germany 
or Switzerland. The majority of the company frequently consist of 
•*commis-voyageurs," Ahglicd, bagmen, who swarm in sdl the imj% 
and are consequently the mo»t important personages. 

In the principal hotels in Paris the charge for servants is 1 ft*aAc 
a-day, usually included in the bill, and that sum is ample in any 
part of France. It is usual, besides, to give a* trifle to the porter 
who carries nn anri riown the Inersrage on arriving and leaving. 
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The prices in large towns will be higher than those mentioned 
in the following table, and for some years, especially since the ts-ar 
with Germany, prices have been risiug so much in France that it is 
difficult to state what the prices may oe. 

Average Charges at French Provincial Hotels, 

Bedroom, 1 fr. 50 c. to 3 fn and upwards. 

Salon, 3 fr. and upwards. 

Breahfasty tea or coffee, with bread and butter, 1 fr. 50 c. ; with 
eggs, 2 fr. ; with meat or a lafourchttte, 3 fr. In many hotels there 
is a table-dli6te breakfast about 12. 

Dinner^ table-d'hdte, 3 fr. to 5 fr.— In apartments, 4 fr. to 8 fr. 

Bottle of vin ordinaire^ 1 fr. 50 c. — N.B. Generally included in 
the charge for table-d*h6te dinners in wine-growing countries. 

The better descriptions of wines are sold in demi-bouteilles. 
When only a part of the bottle is consumed, the waiter puts it 
aside for the owner until another time. 

Coffee^ 50 c. It is usual to take it at a cafiS, where it is always 
better, and costs only 8, and with a glass of brandy 12 sous. 

Bougies (wax lights), 1 fr. or 50 c. each. 

t. CAFES. • 

We 4iave scarcely any equivalent in England to the Cafes in 
France, and the number and splendour of some of these estabhsh* 
mentfi, everywhere seemingly out of proportion to the population 
and to other shops, not only in Paris, but in every provincial town, 
may excite surprise. They are adapted to all classes of society, 
from the magnificent salovy resplendent with looking-glasses, and 
glittering with gilding, down to the low esiamitietHy resorted to by 
the working population, which abound in every town and village, 
however remote. The latter sort occupy the place of the beer-shops 
of England, furnish beer and brandy, as well as coffee, and, though 
not so injurious to health and morals as the gin-palace^ of London, 
are more destructive of time. 

It is only to the superior class of caf6s that an English traveller is 
likely to resort, and they furnish some agreeable resources to a 
visitor in a strange place. Ladies as well as gentlemen frequent 
these establishments, and obtain in the afternoon a demi-tasse of 
coflee well prepared, and a petit verre of liqueur; and in the 
evening, in summer, excellent ices, sorbets, orgeats, limonade, 
and other cool drinks ; and in winter a very tolerable potation 
oalled ^ punch," but differing from its English namesake. They 
are always supplied with the journals of Paris and the provinces, 
including, in the principal cities, * Galignani's Messenger,* and have 
biUiard-tables attached to them. 

In the evening they are most crpwded, and even in the most re- 
spectable (except the first-rate Parisian caf6s) the company is very 
mixed. Clerks, tradesmen, commis-voyageurs, soldiers — officers as 
well as privates — and men in blouzes, crowded about a multitude 
of little marble tables. 

A large cup of coffee (caf6 au lait), with bread and butter, and an 
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egg for breakfast, costs about 20 sous. A demi-tasse, or small cup, 
in the afternoon, 8 sous ; a petit verre de cognac^ 4 to 6 sous. The 
waiter usually receives 2 sous. 

j, A traveller's general view op FRANCE. 

It has been the custom of the English, who travei-se France on 
their way to Italy or Switzerland, to complain of the monotonous 
features of the country, and to ridicule the epithet **Za Belle 
France^" which the French are wont to apply to it. By a ^' beau- 
tiful" countrv, a Frenchman generally understands one richly 
fertile and fully cultivated ; and in this point of view the epithet is 
justly apphed to France. It is also most fortunate in its climate. 
Many of its vineyards, the most valuable spots in the country, occupy 
tracts of poor, barren, and waste land, in appearance, which in our 
chmate would be absolutely unprofitable. S^t in truth our country- 
men are unjust in forming their opinion from the routes between 
Calais and Paris, and thence to Lyons, Strasburg, and Dijon, perhaps 
the least varied part of the kingdom, and at least no fair sample of 
its beauties. To this district, and to a large part of the province of 
Champagne, the descriptions of ^ wearisome expanse of tillage, unr 
varied by hill or dale, and extent of corn-land or pasture, without 
enclosures, supremely tiresome," are almost exclusively applicable. 
Throughout nearly one half of France, especially in Lower Normandy, 
Brittany, a great pai't of the country S. of the Loire, the vicinity of 
the Pyrenees, Limousin, Auvergne, and Dauphin^, enclosures and 
hedge-rows are almost as common 83 in England, and the variety of 
surface in some of these districts is far greater. Our own island, 
indeed, presents as it were a miniature of other lands — a concentra- 
tion, within a small area, of scenery varying from fiat fen and rolling 
down to mountains and precipices. In France, the features of 
nature are broad and expanded, and you must often traverse 50 
or 100 miles to encounter those pleasing changes which, in Britain, 
succeed one another almost every 10 miles. 

Arthur Young (who travelled 1792-94) advised those "who know 
no more of France than just once passing through it to Italy, that, if 
they would see some of the finest parts of the kingdom, they should 
lana at Havre, follow the Seine up to Paris, then take tlie great road 
to Moulins, and there quit it for Auvergne, and so to the Ehdne at 
Valence or Viviers : such a variation from the common road, though 
it demand more time, would repay them by the sight of a much 
finer and more singular country than the road by Dijon." 

The districts of France which chiefly recommend themselves by 
their beauty and variety of scenery are, in the north, Normandy, 
the 'banks of the Seine, the valleys about Yire, Mortain, and 
Avranches, the wild coast scenery of Brittany, and the course of 
the Ranoe, and of other streams near Quimper ; — in the centre, 
the Loire below Tours, and parts of Limousin, Auvergne, the 
Cantal and Arddche, the Bhdne — by some preferred to the Rhine, 
on account of its more extended prospects ; — in the east, the hills 
of the Jura, the mountains and valleys of Dauphin^, especially 
the vale of the Gresivaudan, the gorge of the Qrande Chartreuse, 
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and the savaige magnificence of peaks and glaciers around Mont 
Pelvoux, a region which may he styled the (Siamouny or Grindel- 
wald of France ; among the Vosges and Ardennes are many soberly 
romantic scenes which have as yet attracted but Hl^tle notice from 
travellers j — in the south, Provence, with its simny sky, is too arid 
to deserve general admiration, excepting that favoured region at 
the foot of the Alps, between Toulon and Nice. The Pj^enees, 
however, include the finest scenery in France, and, except in the 
absence of lakes, are scarcely inferior to the Alps of Switeerland 
and Savoy. 

This brief enumeration of the chief points of interest is filled up 
in ampler details in the introductions to the different sections into 
which this Handbook is divided, with a view of enabKng the tra^ 
veller to lay down for himself the plan of a tour, embracing as many 
of these points as his time or inchnation will permit. • 

" Bretagne, Maine, and Anjou, have the appearance of deserts. The 
fertile territories of Flanders, Artois, and Alsace are distinguished by 
their utihty. Picardy is uninteresting. Champagne, in general, where 
I saw it, udy, almost as much so as Poitou. Lorraine, Franche 
Comt6 and courgogne are sombre in the wooded districts, and want 
cheerfulness in the open ones. Berri and La Manche may be ranked 
in the same class." — Arthur Young. 

' On the other hand, these districts, which are not interesting in 
point of scenery, have a compensating recommendation in their ar- 
chitectural remains and relics of antiquity. The heaths of Brittany 
are studded with extraordinary prehistoric or Celtic monuments, 
and abound in very beautiful churches. Out of the midst of the 
monotonous plain of La Beauce rises the magnificent fabric of 
Chartres cathedral ; the colossal pile of Bourges overlooks the dull 
plain of the Berri, as the spire of Strasburg does the fertile vallev of 
the Ehine. Reims, Troyes, Laon, &c., give an interest to the other- 
wise tiresome journey through Champagne ; the sight of Amiens, 
Beauvais, and Abbeville makes one forget the length of the way 
through Picardy and Artois ; and the Roman remains of Nimea, 
Aries, St. Remy, and Orange, would alone compensate for a journey 
through Provence, even had it no other clfiims to interest.* France, 
however, is particularly rich in architectural remains, especially in 
Romanesque, resembling and yet differing from the Norman archi- 
tecture of England, of which it possesses some of the noblest 
(Specimens existing, viz. the cathedrals above enumerated ; to which 
must be added those of Met25, and 3 churches at Rouen. 

These glorious monuments of architectural skill and lavish devo- 
tion are far more stupendous in their proportions than the cathe- 



* FeiKQSsoQ's ' Illustrated Hondbodc of 
Architecture,' his * History of Archil ecture,* 
Viollet-Ie- Due's admirable 'Dlctionnalre 
BaiasoBn^ 4e I'Arcbttecture GotUque/ 10 
▼ols., De CaumoDt. variQus work#, Parker's 
* Introduction to Gothic ^chitecture,' and 
3f r. Petit*B 'Architeetural Studies in France,' 
1 854, abottkl be perused aad digested by ereiy 
student of Gothic before he visits France. 



They are books full of instruction and sng- 
gestion, and the illustrations are "valuabfe 
memorials to refer to on returning from one's 
traTelt. Fergusson's ' History of Arohtte^- 
tare/ prepared eweciidly as * companlop to 
the Travellers' Handbooks of Europe, is the 
only one presenting a continuous view of the 
peveral French styles, qinianged io tbe orAtr 
of the several provinces. 
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drals of England, but have this peculiarity, that scarcely one of 
them is finished : thus, Beauvais has no nave, Amiens is incomplete 
in its towers, Abbeville has no choirj Bourges no spire. It has 
been well said that a perfect cathe(&al might be made of the 
portal of Reims, the nave of Amiens, the choir of Beauvais, and 
the tower of Chartres. 

The rose or wheel windows, the deeply recessed and grandly 
sculptured portals, are both more frequent and of larger dimen- 
sions than in EngUsh cathedrals, and contribute greatly to the 
beauty of those of France, where it is not uncommon to find three 
in one church. The quantity, variety, and richness of the painted 
glass which the ecclesiastical edifices still retain, in spite of Huguenot 
iconoclasts and revolutionary destructives, is quite marvellous : we 
have nothing to compare with it in England. 

The churches are usually open all day, but the choir, its aisles 
and side chapels, are generally closed by an iron gratinjg, and to 
obtain admittance one must apply to the suisse, or beadle, who 
struts about in cocked hat, sword, and laced livery, though a franc 
is sufficient to render him most deferential. 

The finest provincial cities are Lyons, Rouen, Bordeaux, Marseilles, 
Nancy, Nantes, and Metz, all more or less distinguished for commerce, 
manufactures, and fine edifices. The minor provincial towns have a 
certain number of features in common which will not fail to draw 
the traveller's observation : such are the formal walk near the en- 
trance or on the outskirts, often a mere platform, planted with rows 
of stunted trees, and the resort of nursery-maids, washerwomen, 
and recruits undergoing drill, except on Sundays or fSte-days, when 
the dusty and gritty platform is crowded with a gay throng, to 
whom the sight of bright ribbons, shawls, and new bonnets, compen- 
sates for the want of other prospect. A walk into the country and 
across the fields is seldom thought of by the French artizan or shop- 
keeper, nor indeed are there any field paths, green shad^ lanes, or 
pretty villas, or neat cottages with gardens, on the outskirts of the 
towns, to invite him to sally forth. The high roads in France have 
been greatly improved since 1844 ; many are now macadamized ; 
and in spite of the anarchy of 1848-50, and the war of 1870-71, the 
whole country shows unequivocal signs of great and increasing pros- 
perity. All the principal roads are marked with kilometre stones, 
and the villages nave notice boards at each end, giving the distance 
to the next village or town. 

Every town of a certain size is surrounded with a wall or barrier 
for the purpose of levying the octroi or town duties on articles of do- 
mestic consumption, and which go to the municipal or corporation 
funds. All carts and carriages, pubhc and private, are stopped at 
the gates in consequence, by officers, who search them, and the 
baggage contained in them, to ascertain that no eatables or liquors 
are concealed in order to evade this tax. The space outside the gates 
usually swarms with low cabarets, guinguettes, &c., where, in con- 
sequence of there being no octroi duties levied, the poor man may 
eat and drink at a cheaper rate than within the walls. 

Arrived within the town, the traveller will find narrow streets 

[France, 1873.] b 
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with no pavement at the sides, but a huge gutter in the centre, 
lighted until recently by lamps (r6verb^res), swinging from, ropes 
attached to the houses on either side. After passing one or more 
barracts, the number of which and of soldiers is striking every- 
where, the barrack being often a sequestrated convent or church, 
he will reach the Grande Place or square. On one side of it, or in 
some other conspicuous situation, appears a large whitewashed build- 
ing, graced probably with a portico in front, guarded by a sentinel, 
surmounted by a tricolor flag, and fenced round by a tall iron railing 
tipped with gilt spearheads. This is the prefecture or sous-pr6fecture. 
The improvements carried out under the government of Napo- 
leon III. have tended completely to remodel many of these towns. 

. There are many institutions and establishments in French towns 
deserving high commendation and imitation in England : such are 
the Abattoirs, or slaughterhouses, always in the outskirts ; the public 
Cemeteries, always situated outside the waUs ; even the Public Walks 
to be found in eveiy French town, though not suited altogether 
to English ideas of recreation, yet show an attention to the health and 
enjoyment of the people which would be worthy of imitation on 
our side of the Channel. 

In most of the larger towns there is a museum of natural history, 
and generally a gallery of antiquities and paintings, which, although 
for the most part oi inferior merit, are commendable 9^ institu- 
tions for pubhc recreation. 

Still more worthy of notice are the public libraries and reading- 
rooms arranged in convenient apartments, with salaried librarians, 
common in all French provincial towns. '* I could not visit these 
Ubraries without wishing that similar institutions could be intro- 
duced into England, where the easy access to books in every part 
of the kingdom could not but prove at once agreeable and bene- 
ficial The encouragement of such an object would be a wise 
application of the public money." — Knighfs four in Normandy. 

There are three authors whose works should be perused before 
entering Fr^ce: Caesar for its ancient history, with the lucid 
commentary and notes, the maps of his campaigns, and plans of 
its most remarkable sites, by the Emperor Napoleon III. ; Froissart, 
in his Chronicles, for its feudal history ; and Arthur Yoimg, for the 
picture of France before the Great Revolution, and its agriculture 
— many of his vivid local descriptions hold good to the present day. 

h» LIST Of THE 89 DEPARTMENTS OF FRANCE, AND OF THE ANCIENT 

PROVINCES COMPOSING THEM. 

Provinces and date of union 
with France. 

ILE DE France, wtth La Brie, 
&c. Always held by the 
Crown. 

PiOARDiE, liOuiflXIV. 1667. 



Departements. 


Chefs'Lieux, 




Seine. 


Paris. 




Seine-fet-Olse. 


Versflilles. 




Seine-et-Mame. 


Melun. 




Oise. 


BeauvaiR. 




Aiflne. 


Laon. 


• 


Somme. 


Amiens. 
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Provinces and date o/uniom 
with France. 

Artois and Boulonnais. 1640. 

Flandre and Hainault Fran- 

9AI8. Louis XIV. 1667-1669. 

t 

Normandie. Philippe-Aiiguste, 
1204. 



Bretagne. Frangois I. 1532. 

Ori£ANAIS. Louis XII. 1498. 

Beaqce and Pays Chartrain. 

Maine. Louis XI. 1481. 

Anjou. Louis XI. 1481. 
TouRAiNE. Henri III. 1584. 

PoiTOU. Charles VI. 1416. 

Berri. Philippe I. 1100. 

Marohb. FraQ9ois I. 1531. 

LiMODSiN. Charles V. 1370. 

A.NGOUHOIB. Charles V. 1370. 
Saintonge and Aunis, 1370. 
Perigord. 

GuYENNE. Charles VII. 1451. 



Armagnac (part of Gascogne) . 

BiGORRE (part of GaSCOGNE). 

Gascogne. 

Bkarn and French Navarre. 

Louis Xin. 
CoMTE D£ Foix. Louis XIII. 

ROUSSILLON. 1659. 



Langdedoc. John, 1361. 



VlVARAK. 
GfiVAUDAN. 

Velay. 

COMTAT VeNAISSIN, GRANGE, 

&c. Louis XIV. 1713. 



Departements, 

Pas-de-Calais. 
JNord. 

^Seine-Inferieure. 

Eure. 

Calvados. 

Orne. 
,Manche. 

Ille-et-Vilaine. 

Cdtes-du-Nord. 

Finisterre. 

Morbinan. 

Loire-Infi^rieure* 
JLoiret. 
(Loir-et-Cher. 

Eure-et-Loire, 
rSarthe. 
(Mayenne. 

Maine-et-Loire. 

Indre-et- Loire. 

Vendue. 

Deux-Sdvres. 

Vienna. 
i Indre. 
^Cher. 

Creuse. 

(Haute- Vienna. 
\Corr6ze. 

Charente. 

Charente-Inferieu re . 

Dordogne. 

Gironde. 

Lot-et>Garonne. 

Lot. 

Tarn-et-Garonne. 

Aveyron. 

CJers. 

Hautes-Pyr^n^es. 

Landes. 



} 



Basses-Pyr^n^es. 

Ari^e. 
Pyi'en^es-Orientales, 
'Haute* Garonne. 
Tarn. 
Aude. 
Herault. 
.Gard. 
Ard^che. 
Loz^re. ' 

Haute-Loire^ 



|Vauclivie^ 



ChefS'Lieux, 

Arras. 

Lille. 

Kouen. 

Evreux. 

Caen. 

Alen9on. 

Saint-Ld. 

Rennes. 

Saint-Brieux. 

Quimper.' 

Vannes. 

Nantes. 

Orleans. 

Blois. 

Chartres. 

Le Mans. 

Laval. 

Angers. 

Tours. [d^e. 

Bourbon- Ven- 

Niort. 

Poitiers. 

Ch&teauroux. 

Bourges. 

Gueret. 

Limoges. 

Tulle. 

AngoulSme. 

LaKochelle, 

Perigueux. 

Bordeaux. 

Agen. 

Cahors. 

Montauban. 

Rhodez. 

Auch. 

Tarbes. [san.. 

Mont de-Mar- 

Pau. 

Foix. 

Perpignan. 

Toulouse. 

Alby. 

Carcassonne. 

Montpellier 

Nismes. 

Privas. 

Mende. 

Le Puy. 

Avignon. 
If 2 
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Provinces and date of union 
with France, 

PaovENCE. Louis XI. 1481. 

DAUPHiNjg. Philippe de Valois, 
1343. 

Lyonnais and Beaujolais. 

FOREZ. 

AuvERaNE. Philippe Auguate, /Puy-de-D6me. 



Departements, 

fBouches-du-Rhdne. 
Var. 
Ba38es-Alpes. 
Is^re. 
Dr6me. 
Hautes-Alpea. 
Khdne. 
Loire. 



121Q. 

BouRBONNAis. Louis XII. 1505. 
Nivernais. Charles VII. 1457. 
Bresse, Bugey, 8ciC, 

BouRGOGNE (duche). Louis XI. 
1477. 

COMTE DE BOURGOGNE, OR 

Franche-Comte. Peace of 
Nimegueu, 1678. 



\Cantal. 
AUier. 
Nifevre. 
Ain. 

Sadne-et-Loire. 
Cdte d'Or. 
Yonne. 
Boubs. 
Jura. 



Haute-Sadne. 

IAube. 
Alame. 
Haute-Mame. 
Ardennes. 
IMeurthe. 
Meuse. 
Moselle. 
Vosges, 

^Ai^ACE. Louis XIV. 1648. {^„f^^ 

Corsica. 1794. Corse. 

Nice. 1861. Alpes Maritimes. 

^^^^^ {HJute-Savoie. 



ChefS'Lieux, 

Marseille. 

Draguigann. 

Digne. 

Qrenoble. 

Valence. 

Gap. 

Lyon. 

St. l^tienne. 

Clermont. 

Aurillao. 

Moulins. 

Nevers, 

Bourg. 

M&con. 

Dijon. 

Auxerre. 

Besan^on. 

Lona-le-Saul- 

Vesoul. [nier. 

Troyes. [Marne. 

Ch&lons-sur- 

Chaumont. 

M^zi^res. 

Nancy. 

Bar-le-Duc. 

Metz. 

Epinal. 

Strassburg. 

Colmor. 

Ajaccio. 

Nice. 

Chamb^ry. 

Annecy. 



I, THE ENGLISH ABROAD. 

It may not be amiss here "briefly to consider the causes which 
render the English unpopular in many countries of the Continent, 
In the first place, it arises from the numl^er of ill-conditione(J persons 
(mauvais sujets) who, not being in a condition to face the world at 
homo, scatter themselves over foreign lands, and bring no little dis- 
credit upon their country. But, in addition to these, there are many 
respectaole and wealthy persons, who, through inattention, un- 
guardedness, wanton expenditure in some cases, niggardly parsimony 
in others, but, above all, from an unwillingness to accommodate 
themselves to the feelings of the people they are among, contribute 
not a little to bring their own nation into disrepute. The English- 
man abroad too often forgets that he is the representative of his 
country, and that his countrymen will be judged by his own con- 
duct ; that by affability, moderation, and being easily pleased, he 

* Greater part ccdecl to Genwny, May 10, l«7l. 
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will conciliate ; whereas by caprice, extravagant squandering, or ill- 
timed niggardliness, he affects the reception of the next comer. 

There are many points, however, in which our character is mis- 
imderstood bv foreigners. The morose suUenness attributed by 
them to the iSnglishman is, in perhaps nine cases out of ten, nothing 
more than involuntary silence, rising from his ignorance of foreign 
languages, or at least from his want of sufficient fluency to make 
himself readily understood, which thus prevents his enjoying society. 
If an Enghshman were fully aware how much it increases the pleasure 
and profit of travelling to have made some progress in foreign lan- 
guages before he sets foot on the Continent, no one would thmk of 
quitting home xmtil he had devoted at least some months to hard 
labour with grammars and dictionaries. 

Enghshmen and Protestants, admitted into Boman Catholic 
churches, at times are often inconsiderate in talking loud and 
laughing while the service is going on: a moment's reflection should 
point out to them that they ought to respect the feelings of those 
around them who are engaged in their devotions. Above all, they 
should avoid as much as possible turning their backs upon the altar, 
especially whilst the minister of religion is officiating at it. In a 
church ladies and gentlemen should not walk arm in arm, as 
that is contrary to the practice of the country, and to respect 
and good breeding : they should particularly avoid talking together 
during service. It may be well to remark further that, to raise the 
hat on entering a railway carriage, a oaf^, or anv place where others 
are already assembled, is a mark of breeding wnich no Frenchman 
neglects, and which costs little. 

Our countrymen have a reputation for pugnacity in France : let 
them therefore be especially cautious not to make use of their fists, 
however great the provocation, otherwise they will rue it. No 
French magistrate or judge will hsten to any plea of provocation; fine 
and even imprisonment will be the offender's inevitable portion. The 
general conduct of the French towards strangers, especially that of the 
peasantry, is courteous and civil, and in no country is the foreigner 
more sure of redress in the event of suffering from fraud or injus^ 
tioe, provided only he preserves his temper and applies to the pro- 
per authorities. In the case of an exorbitant bill, a stranger may 
resort to a respectable lawyer in the place ; and without being 
compelled to stay and appear, as in England, by merely leaving his 
deposition properly attested, the fraudulent innkeeper may be 
compelled to disgorge. 

In most of the large towns places of worship for the performance 
of the EnglisK Church Service have been established, and at many 
there are resident English ministers. With few exceptions the 
stipends are very small, and EngHsh travellers availing uiemselves 
of the benefit afforded by these places of worship should remember 
that they are bound to contribute, according to their means, to the 
support of the estabhshments and their ministers. The Ftench 
Frotestant State churches, found in most of the large towns, are 
called *' Terrwlea ;" those receiving no aid from the State are called 
** ChapeUes JEvangeliques.** 
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m. mOEVETOTX TOtm THROUGH FRANCE. 



m. SKELVrON TOUB THBODGH FBANCE, TO EMBRACE THE PRINCIPAL 
OBJECTS OF CURIOSITY^ AND TO OGCUF7 FIVE OR SIX MONTHS. 



HAYRE^By land up the N. bank of 

the Seine, halting to explore its 

beauties and curiosities. 
Rouen (to Paris by railway). 
Andelys — Chd,teau Gaillard. 
Mantes — Poissy. 
Descend the valley of the Seine by 

railway to Havre. 
Honfleur— -Trouville. 
Caen. 

Bayeux — St. L6 — Cherbourg. 
Vire — Granville. 
A.vratiches and Mont St. Michel. 
Dol— St. Malo. 
Dinan — §t . Brieuc — Morlaix — 

Brest. 
Quimper — Lorient — ^Auray. 
Camac and Yannes. 
Ploermel — ^Kapoleonville — Redon. 
Nantes — Clisson — Napol^n Ven- 
dee—Sables d'Olonne. 
Ascent of the Loire to Angers. 
Saumur. 
Chinon. 
Tours. 

Loches — Chenonoeaux. 
Amboise. 

Blois — Chambord. 
Orleans. 
Vierzon — Bourges — Moulins — 

Vichy. 
Clermont — Puy de D6me. 
Mont Dore. 
Cantal. 
Le Puy. 
St. Etienne. 
Lyons. 

Descent of Rhdne — Valence. 
Montelimart — Privas — Aubenas — 

Ardfeche — Volcanoes of the 

Vivarais. 
Viviers. 
Orange. 

Avignon — Pont du Qard. 
Ntmes — Aiais. 
Lunel — Aiguesmortes. 
Montpellier — Cette — Lodeve — • 

Agde. 
Narbonne — Perpignan — Eastern 

Pyr^n^es. 
Carcasonne — Castelnaudary — Cas- 

tres. 
Toulouse. 
Montauban — ^Agen— Auch, 



Descent of the Qaronne. 

Bordeaux. 

Bayonne — ^Biarritz. 

Pau. 

Tour of the W. Pyrenees. 

St. Qaudens — Pamiers — Foix. 

Tour of the Central Pyrenees — 

Tarbes — Bagn^res — Eaux-Bonnes 

— Bagn^res de Luchon. 
Perpignan. 
Narbonne. 
Montpellier. 
Aries — Aix. 
Marseilles. 
Toulon. 

Frej us — Cannes — Grasse . 
Antibes — Nice — Mentone. 
Digne. 
Sisteron. 
Gap. 

Embrun — Val Queiras. 
Brian^on. 

Pass of Lauteret — - Mont Pelvoux. 
Bourg d'Oyaans. 

Grenoble — Vale of Gresivaudan. 
Grande Chartreuse. 
Chamb^ry — Aix — ^Annecy. 
Bourg — M&con. 
Ch.1.1ons-sur-Sa6ne — ^Autun. 
Dijon. 

Besan9on— ^Belfort — Mulhoiise. 
Colmar— The Vosges. 
Strassburg. 
Nancy — Metz — Sedan — M^zi^res — 

Givet — The Ardennes. 
Ch&lons-Bur-Mame and its Military 

Camp. 
Reims. 
Troyes. 
Laon. 

Soissons — St. Quentin — Cambray. 
Valenciennes — Lille — Douai — 

Arras. 
Amiens — ^Abbeville. 
Boulogne. 
Calais — Dunkirk. 
Paris to Bordeaux^ Orleans, Poitiers, 

P^rigueux, Limoges, Figeac, Ro* 

dez, Alby, Aveyron. 
Paris to Lyon by Fontainebleau, 

Montargiss, Nevers, Roanne, St . 

!fitienne. 
Paris to Dieppe, Eu, St. Valery, &c. 



n. TABLE OF KINGS OF FRANCE. 
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n, A CHRONOLOC^IGAL TABLE OF THE KI^^ OF FBANOE. 

The succession from Meraveiis, who reigned &om 448, is traced in the 
following table: — 

Childeric I. • • • . . . aj>. 458 

Clovis I. •...,. . 481 

On the death of Clovis in 610 the kingdom was divided amongst his sons — 
Thierry I., king of Metz; Olodomir, king of Orleans; Childebert, king 
of Paris; Clothaire I., king of Soissons. In 558 Clothaire became sole 
king, but, dying in 560, his kingdom was again divided: Gharibert 
reigned in Paris ; Gontran (560), Thierry I. (596), at Orleans ; Sigebert 
(560), Childebert II. (575), Theodebert II. (596), at Metz ; Ohilperie I. 
(560), Clothaire II. (584), at Soissons. 

Clothaire II.; sole king .... a.d. (U.:. 

Dagobertl 628 



A.D. 

Sigebert II., king of Aiistra-sia, 638 

Childeric II 660 

Dagobertll 674 

Pepin 681 

Charles Martel 715 

Carloman and Pepin • . . 741 

Pepin the Little 752 



A.D. 

Clovis II., king of Burgundy . 638 

Clothaire III 656 

Thierry III 670 

Clovis III 691 

Childebert III 695 

Dagobertlll 711 

Childeric III. (deposed 752) . 742 

Carloman 768 



Charlemagne . 
Louis le B^bonnaire 
Charles le Chauve 
Louis II., le Begue 
Louis III. . 
Carloman . . . 
Charles le Gros 
Eudes .... 
Charles III., the Simple 
Robert I. ' . 
Bodolf of Burgundy 
Louis IV., the Stranger 
Lothaire 

Louis v., le Faineant 
Hugh Capet 
Robert ILj the Wise 
Henry I. . . . 
Philip I., I'Amoureux 
Louis VI., le Gros 
Louis VII., le Jeune 
Philip Augustus . 
Louis VIII., the Lion 
Louis IX., the Saint 
PhiUp III., the Hardy 
Philip IV., the Fair 
Louis X., Hutin . 

John I 

Philip V. . . . 
Charles IV., le Bel 



A.D. 

768 

814 

840 

877 

879 

879 

884 

887 

893 

922 

923 

936 

954 

986 

987 

996 

1031 

1060 

1108 

1137 

1180 

1223 

1226 

1270 

1285 

1314 

1316 

1316 

1322 



Philip VI., de Valois . 
John II., the Gk>od 
Charles V., le Sage 
Charles VI., the Beloved 
Charles VII., the Victorious 
Louis XI. .... 
Charles VIIL . . . 
Louis XII. of Orleans , 

Francis I 

Henry II ' 

Francis II 

Charles IX. 

Henry III 

Henry IV., the Great . 
Louis XIII., the Just . 
Louis XIV., le Grand . 

Louis XV 

Louis XVI. 



Revolutionary Tribunal 
Directory .... 
Napoleon, Consul . 
Napoleon I., Emperor 

Louis xvin. . . .' 

Charles X ' 

Louis Philippe . . 
Republic . . . 
Napoleon III., Emperor 
Republic • • . . 



A.D. 

1328 
1350 
1364 
1380 
1422 
1461 
1483 
1498 
1515 
1547 
1559 
1560 
1574 
1589 
1610 
1643 
1715 
1774 
1793 
1795 
1799 
1804 
1814 
1824 
1830 
1848 
1852 
1870 
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ABBREVIATIONS, &c., USED IN THE HANDBOOK. 

(rt.) right, (I.) left,— when applied to the hanks of a river, the rt. Is that which lies on the 
right hand of a person looking down the stream, or whose hack is turned towards the sonroe. 

kil. for kil<Mnetre. p. for page. 

m. for English mile. Stat, for Railway Station. 

Dept. for Departement. M. JL, Manvmewt HUiorique, attached to a 

Inhab. for inhabitantt. building, shows it to be under the special 

b. built. protection or preservation of Government. 

Gent, for century. * to draw attention, as especially worthy of 

K Rte. for Route. notice. 

The names of Inns precede the description of every place (generally in a parenthesis), 
because the first information needed by a traveller is where to lodge. The best- lnns» as far 
as they can be determined, are placed first. 

B. breakfast; D. dinner ; R. room and bed. 

Every Route has a number, corresponding with the figures attached to the Route on the 
General Map of France, which tiius serves as an index to the Book, at tbe same time that it 
presents a tolerably exact view of the great lines of communication, railways, or roods of 
I'rance, and of tbe course of public conveyances. 

The length of the Routes and the distances at the head of each are measured in kilometres 
and English miles from the place of departure. In the text, the distances on tbe railway9 
are given in English miles from station to station only ; on other roads from place to place. ' 
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SECTION I. 

PICARDY— FRENCH ELANDEKS— ILE DE FRANCE— NORMANDY.^ 

INTRODUCTORY INFORMATION. 

Ohjects of Interest — Cbuntrj/ of Normandt/ — Architectural Ik emains — 

Sheleton Tour, ^ 

ROUTES. 

[The names of places are printed in itntics only ih those Routes where the places 

are described.] 

ROUTE PAGE ROUTE PAGE 

1 Calais to Paris, by Ilazebrouck, 1 3 Rouen to Havre.— Xowc/' Road, 

.^rrof,?, and Amiens .... 3 by St.-George- BoscherviUe^ 

.2 Calais to Brussels, by Haze- ; Jnmicge8,Caudeh€Cfdin6.Lille- 

brouck, lAlle {Douai), Tour- i honne 65 

comgf, Mouscron, Tournai, &c. 9 14 Rouen to Jfofre — Railroah . 69 

3 Calais to Paris, by Boulogne, 18 Havre to Fecamp (Rail.); 

AtibevUle, and Amiens— UkiL- thence to Dieppe, JEv, and 
WAY 13! Abbeville 73 

4 Creil to Gournay by Beauvais 23 Havre to Honflextr, Trouvitley 

— Rail 33 and Lisicux 77 

5 Amiens to Rouen — Railway . 35 24 Havre to Caen, by S?a ... 78 

6 Dieppe to Rouen — Railway . 36 25 Paris to Caen, Evreux, and 

8 Paris to Rouen — Railway . .40 Lisieux — IIail 78 

. 9 Paris to 5^.- Gerwai«. . . . .54 26 Caen to CA«-6aMry — Railway. 87- 

10 Pai-is to Rouen, by Magny . . 56 27 Cherbourg to 5^ Malo^ by 

11 The Seine, A. — St.-Germain to j Covtances, Granville, and 

Rouen . . . ' 57 Avranches (Mont St. Michel). 98 

llA Paris to Dieppe, by Pontoiae, , ;28 St. M4I0 to Renues — Rail. . 108 

Gisors, Gournay, Forges, and • '29 Caen to Tours, by Falnise, 

Neufchaiel—B,AihyfAY. . . 61' Alenyon, and Le Mans — Rail 108 

12 The Seine, B. — Rouen to Havre 31 Vire to Rennes, by Mortain 

and Honfleur 62 and Fougeres Ill 

PiCARDT and He de France, through which lie the routes to Paris irom Calais 
and Boulogne, present few picturesque attractions, but numerous historical 
associations interesting to Englishmen, and fine examples of Gothic architecture 
iu the Cathedrals of Amiens, Beauvais, Abbeville. 

Normandy, on the other hand, is full of interest: it is remarkable for 
varied outlme of swelling hills waving with corn; for beautiful valleys 

[France, 1873.] B 
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2 Picardy-^^lformafid]/p Sect. 1. 

bounding in orchards, atid in rich pasturages, on which large! hdrds of cattle 
itbe reared, and traversed by winding rivers ; for richness and careful cnltivittion ; 
and above all, for remains of mediaeval antiquity; venerable cities; noble 
cathedrals, abbeys, and churches, not confined merely to the larger to^ns, hut 
scattered over the country, so that every village, in some parts, possesses a fine 
specimen of architecture. Normandy is among the most attractive portions 
of France. Parts of the upper country are certainly a flat, monotonous table- 
land; but in its joyous sunny slopes and winding dales, in its hedgerows, 
orchards, thatched cottages with gardens, in the general character of the land- 
scape of La Basse Normandie, especially in its verdure, frequent village spires, 
and white chalk cliffs, an Englishman recognises with pleasure the features of 
his own country, which no other part of the Continent affords. He mav also 
take pleasure in remembering that this was the cradle whence came the hardy 
bands of conquerors from whose possession of England that country dates her 
eajdy prosperity and greatness. 

To those fond of,medi8eval architecture,* especially to the architect and anti- 
quary, Normandy will afford a rich field for observation. Bouen, a city 
possessing much of the mediaeval character in its edifices, and containing not 
only a magnificent cathedral, but, if possible, a still finer church, that of St. 
Ouen, is certainly one of the most interesting cities in France, and will alone 
furnish occupation for many days. In its vicinity are a great number of 
curious village churches. The ruined abbeys Boscherville, Jumi^ges, &c., on 
the N. bank of the Seine, are remarkable examples of genuine Norman archi- 
tecture ; and the scenerjr of the river near whose banks they lie — the great 
water highway connecting Paris with its port of Havre — is very pleasing, 
Caen is also interesting, though in a lesser degree than Rpuen. The cathe- 
drals of Bayeux (famed for its tapestry), of Lisieux, and of Coutances also 
are noble edifices. 

Normandy abounds in old castles ; of which the most interesting, both in an 
historical and picturesque point of view, are Ch&teau Gaillard, the favourite 
stronghold of Richard Cceur de Lion; Falaise, the birthplace of William the 
Conqueror ; and several others, the cradles of our English nobility, whence 
many derive their titles ; and above all, Mont St. Michel, which possesses a 
triple interest as an historical fortress, a remarkable ecclesiastical and monastic 
edifice, and a most grand and striking object. 

7he Roman theatre at Lillebonne deserves particular notice as an interesting 
example of an edifice of the kind, and almost the only one existing in Northern 
Europe. 

The most picturesque parts of Normandy are the banks of the Seine from St. 
Germain to Havre, and especially from Kouen downwards, though its innu- 
merable islands planted with poplars and willows are somewhat monotonous ; 
the vicinity of Vire and Avranches charmingly posted on a hill-top, whence 
the view extends to the Mont St* Michel, rising out of the sea, is peculiarly 
attractive. 

The Marine Arsenal^ Dockyard, and Breakwater of Cherbourg, at the ex- 
trenjity of the promontory of the Cotentin, which deserves to be explored for 
its geological peculiarities, must not be omitted among the very interesting 
objects of Normandy. 

* J. H. Parker's * tntrodactlon to th6 Sttidy of Qothlo Aithltectttfe/ Stid editloii, 1861, oofltaios 
dmcfae view of Prend^ -GMhic, ^hlch will rebder it a tiaeful oompuiloti to thb traveller^ 
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Itcmte li— Calais to Pam. 



Skeleton Tour of 3 Weeks through Normandu^ 



]J^ewhaven to Dieppe; or 
1 Southampton to Havre: rail to 
Bolbeo Stat. : walk to 
TancarviUe. 

3 Lillebonne. 
Caudebec. 
Jumicges. 

4 St.-George-Boscherville. 

7 Kouen. 

Chateau Gaillard: by rail and 

coach. 
By steamer or rail to Havre, and by 

steamer to Honfleur, Pont Au- 

demer, Lisieux. 

8 Caen. 

10 Falaise and back : rail. 



11 Bayeux : rail. 




12 Valognes. 




13 Cherbourg: rail. 




St.-L6. 




14 Coutances, Granville. 




! 15 Vire. 




Mortain. 




16 Avranchefl. 




Mont St. Michel. 




17 Dol. 




18 Dinan. 




19 St.*Malo, and by steamer to 




21 Jersey and Southampton.— Or from 


Dol by Dinan to Rennes, 


and 


to Paris by rail. 





EOUTE 1. 

CALAIS TO PARIS, BY HAZEfiROtTCR, 
ARRAS^ AND AMIENS.* 

Calais KiL Miles. 

St. Omcr 42 28 

Hazebrouck 62 33it 

Bi^tbune 97 60 

AiTM 139 86 

Ijongueau (Amicus) . . . 200 124 

Creil 276 171 

Paris 327 203 

5 trains daily, in 8 or 10 hrs. 

Terminus at Calais is on the Quay, 
closeto the landing-place. It includes 
the Custom-house and Passport-offices, 
Refreshment-room {l^uffet)f and Hotel 
(where good beds may be had), all 
under one roof. Luggage is taken 
from the steamer to the Custom-house, 
and may be cleared at once, unless It 
has been registered thnmgh at London, 
in which case it can only be examined 
on arriving in Paris. There is gene- 
rally ample time between the arrival 
of the steamer and the departure of the 
train, for refreshment, &c. 

-Calais — Inns: the Station Hotel, 
fair J H. Dessin (formerly Quillac's)— < 
(^the H. Dessin^ where Sterne and Sir 

* At the head of each route in this Handbook 
Is placed a list of the most important stations, 
tbose at which the Express trains stop. Opposite 
tM e»cih id placed the distance in kilometres and 
"Eng. miles from the point of departure, and 
in the text are included the names of the more 
Important Intermediate stations, with the dis- 
tances tetween them in Eng. miles. 



Walter Scott lodged, in Rue Royale, is 
converted into Baths, a Museum, and 
Schools) ; H. Meurice ; H. de Paris, 
moderate. 

For useful information on landing in 
France, see Introduction. 

Calais has 12,727 Inhab. ; it is a 
foi*tres8 of the second class, with a large 
citadel, and several forts, situated in a 
very barren and impicturesque district^ 
with sandhills raised by the wind and 
sea on the one side, and morasses on 
the other, contributing considerably to 
its military strejugth, but by no means 
to the beauty of its position. Since 
1840 the strength of its works has 
been greatly increased, especially sea- 
ward; and now (1873) a school of ar- 
tilerj is to be established here. An- 
English traveller of the time of 
James L described it as ''a beggarly, 
extorting town; monstrous dear and 
sluttish.'' In the opinion of many, 
this description will hold good at tlie 
present time. 

The harbour^ approached by 2 pa- 
rallel wooden piers, one of them nearly 
2 m. long, has 5 feet water over th« 
bar at low water spring-tides, not so 
deep as that of Boulogne ; higher up, a 
larce floating-dock for merchant vessels. 

A Lighthouse of the first class, nearly 
190 ft. high, and visible 20 m. off, is 
erected near the outer ramparts ; and at 
the foot is the battery used for the 
trial of ordnance. 

B a 
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Except to aa Englishman setting his 
foot for the first time on the Continent, 
to whom everything is novel, Calais 
lias little that is remarkable, and all 
that there is of interest may be seen in 
an hour or two. 

It has become a manufacturing 
town of some importance; the bob- 
bin-net (tulle) trade flourishes in 
rivalry of that of England; numerous 
mills have sprung up; steam-engines 
are multiplying; and the inner ram- 
parts have been removed, to make 
room for factories. Gloves and hats 
are also made here, and the herring- 
fishery and cod-fishery are extensively 
carried on from it on the E. coasts of 
Scotland and Iceland. Water, which 
formerly was scarce, as throughout 
Artois generally, has been brought 
from the neighbourhood of Guines. 

The Pier of Calais is an agreeable 
promenade. Upon it is a column raised 
to commemorate the return of Louis 
XVIII. to France, which originally 
bore this inscription : — 

" Le 24 Avril, 1814, S. M. Louis 
XVIII. debarqua vis-^vis de cette co- 
lonne, et fut enfin rendu \i Tamour des 
Fran^ais ; pour en perpetuer le souve- 
nir, la ville de Calais a elev6 ce monu- 
ment." "As an additioi^al means of 
perpetuating this remembrance, a bra- 
zen plate had been let into the pave- 
ment, upon the precise spot where his 
foot first touched the soil. It was the 
left ; and an English traveller noticed 
it in his journal as a sinistrous omen, 
that, when Louis le Desire, after his 
exile, stepped on France, he did not 
put the right foot foremost." — Quar' 
terlji Review, At the Revolution in 
1330, both inscription and foot-mark, in 
bronze, were removed, and are now to be 
seen in the Musie (ci-devant H. Dessin), 
Hue Royale, where are also a gallery of 
indifierent paintings, a valuable col- 
lection of coins, some interesting spe- 
cimens of flint instruments from Es- 
calles, the car and balloon in which 
Blanchard and Jefiries crossed from 
Dover to Calais in 1785, &c. 

The principal gate leading from the 
sea-side into the toWn is that intro- 
duced by Hogarth into his well-known 
picture of the " Gates of Calais." 



It was built by Cardinal Richelieu 
1635. 

No one needs to be reminded of the 
interesting incidents of the Sieg« of 
Calais by Edward III., which lasted 
1 1 months, and of the heroic devotion 
of Eustace de St. Pierre (whose house 
is marked by a marble slab and Latin 
inscription) and his 5 companions. 
Few, perhs^iB, are aware that the 
heroes of Calais not only went un- 
rewarded by their own king and coun- 
trymen, but were compelled to beg 
their bread in misery through France, 
Calais remained in the hands of the 
English from 1347 to 1558, when it 
was taken by the Due de Guise, 
with an army of 30,000 men, from 
a forlorn garrison of 500. It was the 
last relic of the Gallic dominions of the 
Plantagenets, which, at one time, com- 
prehended, one half of France. Calais 
was dear to the English as the prize of 
the valour of their forefathers, rather 
than from any real value which it pos- 
sessed : and it is usually related that 
Queen Mary I. grieved so much at the 
loss as to say that on her death Calais 
would be found written on her heart. 

The traveller should look at the 
Hotel de Guise, at the end of Rue 
de la Prison, originally the guildhall 
of the mayor and aldermen of the 
" staple of wool," established here 
by Edward III. 1363. It derives 
its present name from the Due de 
Guise, to whom it was given by 
Henri II. after his expulsion of the 
English. It has some vestiges of our 
Tudor architecture. Henry VIII. used 
to lodge in it. 

Issuing out of the Rly. Stat., ani turn- 
ing rt., through the Town Gate, we 
reach the Market Place in which stands 
the picturesque Hotel de Ville (Town 
Hall). In front of it are busts of Eus- 
tace de St. Pierre; of Francis, 2nd Due 
de Guise ; and of Cardinal de Riche- 
lieu, who built the citadel on the W. 
of the town : above it rises a belfry, 
containing the chimes. The high tower 
behind the Hdtel de Ville, called ia 
Tour du Guet, dates from 1214; it was 
used as a lighthouse until 1848, and 
now as a watch tower for fires. 

The principal Church {Notre Damey 
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was erected at the time when the English 
were masters of Calais. It is a hand- 
some Gothic edifice of the 14th centy. : a 
modern circular chapel has been thrown 
oat behind the choir. It is surmounted 
by a grey brick tower and short steeple. 
The tine marble high altdrr is the work 
of Adam Lottman, the picture of the 
** Assumption " is by Gerard Seghers. 

The" old town is built in the form of 
an oblong square, surrounded by old 
walls, having a gate towards the sea 
and one on the land side. To the 
latter a large modem suburb has been 
attached, filled with busy factories, 
lace-mills (for bobbinet=/u/^), and 
steam engines. 

The wa7/4 and the pier command a dis- 
tinct-view of the white cliffs of England. 
More than 2000 English are said to 
find employment in the factories here. 
Many of our countrymen besides reside 
merely for the purpose of economising ; 
so that the place is half Anglicised, 
and our language is generally spoken. 
The number amounted at one time to 
4600 English residents in and around 
the town. There is an English Chapel, 
Rue des Pi'etres; service on Sundays, 
11 A.M., 3 P.M.: also in the English 
ch. of St. Pierre-lez-Calais, II J a.m. 
and 6 J p.m. 

There is a small theatre \ also a 
public library in the Hotel de Ville. 
There is a bathing establishment and 
bathing-machines on the shore. 

Steamboats to and from Dover dsiily. 
French Govt. Post Office steamers, 
daily to and fro. The Dover and Chat- 
ham RIy. Company's vessels leave 
Dover at 9'dO a.m. aud 10*40 p.m., and 
Calais at 1*^0 p.m. and 1*30 a.m. The 
passage is made in 1 ^ to 2 hrs. At low 
water, when steamers cannot enter 
Calais harbour (a rare occurrence), 
passengers are landed in boats (charge 
3 fr.), and must wait for their luggage 
until the vessel enters with the tide. 
Steamers direct to London in 10 hrs. 
twice a week. 

Railways to Arras and Paris — to 
Boulogne, Amiens, and Paris, the 
shortest and quickest way. Mail Ex- 
press, see Rte. 3 — to Lille and Brussels 
— to Mons and Namur — to Bniges, 
Ghent, and Antwerp. 



Excursions : from Calais to St.-Pierrc- 
lfcz-Calais(2 m.); to Sandgatte (6 m.), 
at the' foot of the chalk cliffs, which, 
extending to Boulogne, form the head- 
lands of Blanc-Nez and Gris-Nez. 



On leaving the Terminus on the Quai 
the line to Paris skirts the N.W. angle 
of the Citadel. 

2 m. St.-Pierre-lez^'Ciilais Stat., the 
great manufacturing suburb of Calais 
(1 7,294 Inhab.), more populous than the 
town itself, and the great seat of the 
machine-made lace manufacturey esta- 
blished by English capital since 1819. 
Many weavers from Nottingham are 
settled here, for whose use a neat Gothie 
eh. was built 1862. It also contains 
several large timber yards and metal 
foundries. 

rt. Illy, to Boulogne (Rte. 3) diverges. 

The rly. runs by the side of the 
river Aa : it crosses the Canal d* Ardres, 
near the Pont Sans Pareil. 

The country about Calais and St. 
Omer is like parts of Holland, low and 
intersected by ditches, and traversed by 
rows of pollard -willows andosiers, useful 
for making baskets. It is drained by the 
canal de St. Omer, which falls into the 
sea at Calais : the tides are kept out by 
embankments. The villages are com- 
posed chiefly of mud cottages. The 
peasants, men as well as women, are 
IVequeutly seen mounted on high pat- 
tens to avoid the mud. By means of 
the ditches or little canals running 
along the sides of the fields, farm pro- 
duce is conveyed in narrow boats, so 
that carts and horses are scarcely used. 

7 m. Ardres Stat., a dismantled for- 
tress, 1850. 2189 Inhab. The town 

3 m. from the stat. 

The plain between this place and 
Guines, a little to the W. of the road, 
is the Field of the Cloth of Gold, the 
scene of the meeting between Henry 
VIIT. and Francis I., 1520, with their 
suites of 5696 persons and 4325 horses, 
so called from the cloth of gold with 
which the tents and pavilions of the 
monarchs were covered. The Field is 

4 m. from Guines, near the village of 
Balinghem, 2 m. from Ardres. 

• I.dz -old French =s near, froqi •• latqs." 
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5 m. Audt^ich Stat. 

7 m. Watten Junct. Stat Rly. to 
Gravelines (see Rte. 189). * 

54 m. St-bmer Stat., outside the old 
bastions. {Iniis: H. d'Augleterre ; H. 
de France; Grande H. Ste. Catherine.) 

This is a third-rate fortress, whose 
means of defence lie less in its actual 
fortifications than in the marshes which 
surround it, and the facility afforded 
by the river Aa, on which it stands, of 
flooding the land round about, so as to 
leave only J of its circuit unprotected 
by the waters. Although it contains a 
population of 21,869 souls, it is a dull 
place. There are, however, two eccle- 
siastical edifices worthy of notice. 

The Cathedral of Notre Dame, at 
the upper end of the Rue St. Bertin, is 
a fine building, showing the transition 
from the round to the pointed style. 
The arrangement of the chapels round 
the apse is very good. Transepts very 
large. Obs. the S. transept doorway, 
and the incised slabs removed from the 
floor and placed against the walls of a 
S. side-chapel. 

rt. Close to the Stat., at the opposite 
extremity of the same street, stand the 
scanty remains of the famous Benedic- 
tine Abbey Ch. of St. Bertin, at one time 
the noblest Gothic monument of French 
Flanders — in its present state a disgrace 
to the town, and a reproach to the 
Government ; for be it known that its 
destruction has been perpetrated since 
1830! At the outbreak of the great Re- 
volution the monastery was suppressed; 
the Convention spared the church ; and 
though under the Directory it was sold 
for the materials, unroofed, and stripped 
of its woodwork and metal, yet its 
walls remained comparatively unin- 
jured until the magistrates barbar- 
ously pulled it down to afford emplov- 
ment to some labourers out of wort, 
and to build the new Hotel de Ville. 
The fragment remaining consists of a 
stately tower built in the 15th century 
(1431 - 1520), displaying ornaments 
of the florid Gothic in the mutilated 
panelling on its walls, and bits of tra- 
cery in its windows ; a small portion of 
the nave remains attached to it. The 
tower, threatening to fall, has been 
propped by an ugly, ill-contrived but- 



tress of masonry ; there is some talk 
of converting it into a museum. The 
town is well seen ft'om its top, but 
there is nothing else of interest m the 
view. Within the walls of the Abbey 
of St. Bertin the feeble Childeric III., 
the last king of the first race, ended 
his days in 755; here also Becket sought 
refuge when a fugitive ftom England. 

The other objects of interest at St. 
Omer are the chs. of St. Sepulchre (14th 
centy.) and of St Denis ; the modern 
Hdtel de Ville ; the Artillery Arsenal, 
one of the most remarkable in the N. 
of France ; the MtMeum in the Hdtel 
du BaUiage, on the Grand Place ; the 
Lycee containing the PuHic Library. 

A Seminary for the education of Eng- 
lish and Irish Roman Catholics exists 
here : it has replaced the Jesuits* Col- 
lege founded by Father Parsons for 
the education of Englishmen. Daniel 
O'Connell was brought up here for 
the priesthood ; and severed of the con- 
spirators engaged in the Gunpowder 
Plot were pupils of the same school. 
There are not more than 15 or 20 
students at present. A large military 
hospital occupies the site of the con- 
vent and chapel in which Dr. Alban 
Butler, author of * Lives of the Saints,' 
was buried (1773). Several English 
reside here. English Chapel, Rue du 
Bon Pasteur, Sunday, 1 1 and S. 

Canals to Calais and to Aire. 

[About 20 m, S. of St-Omer is 
Azincour, a village of farms and peasants' 
cottages, uninteresting but for its battle- 
field. Only the foundations remain of 
the castle mentioned by Shakspeare 
" that, stands hard by." Azincour lies 
on the 1. of the high road f^om St.- 
Omer to Abbeville, which passes through 
the village of Ruisseauville, mentioned 
in all the accounts of the battle. The 
hottest of the fight raged between Azin- 
cour and the commune of Tramecour, 
where a wood still exists corresponding 
with that in which Henry posted his 
archers, who contributed so much to 
the victory, each armed with an iron- 
pointed stake, to fix in the ground be- 
fore him and to serve the pui'pose of 
the modem bayonet. 

Henrjr, like his great-grandfilther 
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Edward III. previous to Crecy, had 
marched, with a force of 9000 men, 
through a hostile country, from Har- 
fleur on his way to Calais. On 
reaching the Somme below Abbe< 
ville he found the ford, by which 
Edward had crossed, staked, and was 
obliged to continue up the 1. bank, find- 
ing every passage fortified and every 
bridge broken, until he arrived above 
Amiens, where he gained the rt. bank 
by a ford which had been left open. 
The French army^ though more than 
six times the number of the English, 
retreated before him beyond St. Pol, 
and there drew up across the road to 
Calais to dispute his passage. There 
is thus a considerable similarity in the 
events attending the victories of Cr^cy 
and Azincour, and these two famous 
battle-fields are not more than 20 m. 
apart (see Bte. 3).] 

7 m. Ebblinghem Stat. 

6 m. Hazehrouck Junct. Stat. {Buffet) 
(Inns : H. des Trois Chevaux ; H. St. 
George) is the point of junction of the 
lines from Calais to Paris by Arras — 
Calais to Lille and Brussels (Rte. 2) — 
and Dunkerque (by Cassel, Bte. 188). 

This is a flourishing town, quite 
Flemish in character, with 9017 Inhab., 
whose Ch„ dedicated to St. Nicholas, is 
surmounted by a beautiful spire 260 ft. 
high, of open work, built 1493-1520, 



Hazehrouck to Amiens, 

Over the flat but fertile plain of 
Artois, passing by 
4 m. Steenbecque Stat. 

3 m. yjiiennes Stat., to 

4 m. Aire Stat., 4 m. from the town ; 
Pop. 8803 ; a fortified town of the 2nd 
class ; the CA. of St. Pierre i» highly 
ornamented. The adjoining district is 
one of the richest in French Flanders. 
Hotel de la Clef d'Or the best. 

4 m. IdUers Stat. The fii^st artesian 
well was sunk here in the 1 2th centy. ; 
it may be seen in the gardens of a 
suppressed DoIIum(^an convent. 



8 m. B^thune JvLUct, Stat, Kly. to 
lille by Violaines. A fortress of the 
3rd class by Vauban ; Pop. 8178. The 
Beffroi, erected in 1388, and the Ch. of 
St. Vaast, remarkable. There are seve- 
ral beet-root sugar manufactories here- 
abouts. Rly. in progress to St.-Bol, 
and thence branches to Staples, Arras, 
and Abbeville. 

6 m. Btdly-Grenay Junct. Stat. (Rly, 
to Violaiijes on the fine from Be'thune 
>to Lille), Nearly a mile to the S.E. is 
a tree marking the spot where the 
Prince de Conde stood during the 
Battle of Len$9 20 Aug. 1648, when the 
Spaniards were entirely defeated by 
the French. 

4 m. Lens Junct. Stat, Ely. to Car- 
vin, on line from Lille to Douai (see 
Rte. 2). 

9 ni. Arras Junct. (Buffet), Stat, out- 
side and to S. of town. Omnibus from 
Rly. (Inns: H. Petit St.-Pol, best situa- 
tion, well recommended ;--H. du Grif- 
fon;— H.dePUnivers). Pop. 25,905. A 
large, fine city, and first-class fortress 
on the rt. bank of the Scarpe, which 
the Crinchon here joins after traversing 
the town, and consisting of a J^aute 
and Basse Ville with suburbs outside 
the fortifications. It is on the site of 
the ancient Ne7neta.eum, and was for- 
merly the capital of the Pays d' Artois, 
and now is chief town of the dept. du 
Pas de Calais. 

May be seen in two hours thus : En- 
tering the town from the Rly. Stat, by 
the Porte BonviUe, and descending the 
street facing it, on 1. is seen the pyra- 
midal spire of the Chapel des Urstudnes, 
an elegant structure raised in 1865 on 
the site of an older building which was 
connected with the legend of the Sainte 
Chandelle, and the plague which raged 
here in the 12th cent. Admittance to 
the transept may be gained on applica- 
tion at the principal door of the convent; 

Continuing down the street and turn- 
ing to the rt. up the Rue St. Ge'ry and 
passing the Palais de Justice, the 
highly picturesque Petite Place is 
reached, situated in the highest part of 
the town, with Gothic gable-faced 
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houses supported on arcades, and the 
western side occupied by the (M. H.) 
Hotel de Ville, one of the most beau- 
tiful buildings of the kind in France, 
dating from 1510, now completely de- 
tached, a new wing added, and the 
M'hole carefully restored. The facade 
consists of a Gothic arcade nnder win- 
dows in the same style, with a sloping 
roof surmounted by a tall Beff'roi, re- 
built in 1834. The very elegant Re- 
naissance wings resemble our highly 
enri( hed Elizabethan. The reception 
rooms on the first floor are exquisite 
specimens of fine oak carving. 

Behind the eastern side of this square 
is the 

Ch. of St. Jean Baptiste, dating from 
1584, and now in process of restoration. 

The N.E. angle of the same square 
communicates with the Grande Place^ 
in the same style, but larger than the 
other; ohs, the house No. 49, date 
13th cent. 

Leaving this square at the N.W. 
angle, and crossing the Place St. Oroix, 
and continuing down the street, leaving 
the Hdtel du Griffon^ in the Rue des 
Trois Visages, to the 1., the N. door is 
reached of the 

Cathedral f an Italian edifice, in the 
form of a Latin cross, with flying but- 
tresses, completed in 1833, with the 
exception of the tower, which is still 
wanting. It occupies the site of a 
building erected in the 7th cent, by 
St. Aubert, Bishop of Cambrai and of 
Arras, to serve as a mausoleum for the 
body of St. Vaast, the patron saint of 
the town, and as a church for the 
adjoining Abbey, and which, after 
being repeatedly burnt down and re- 
built and much damaged during the 
siege of the town by Louis Xi. in 
1477, was finally demolished as in- 
secure in 1741, and the building subse- 
quently erected destroyed with the 
other churches during the great Revo- 
lution, which raged here with exceed- 
ing violence. 

The interior, supported on classic 
columns with side aisles and transepts, 
is plain but handsome, and contains 
several good paintings and sepulchral 
monuments from the Abbey of St. 
Vaast. Obs. — in the N, transept, two | 



triptychs of the early Flemish school ; 
that of the adoration of the Magi (date 
1528) is said to be by the same artist 
(Bellegambe) as the altar piece at 
Douai — in the Circular chapel behind 
the high altar, a white marble statue of 
Cardinal de la Tour d'Auvergue — in 
the chapel of St. Vaast, statues of 
Philip de Torcy, governor of the town 
in 1652, and of his wife. 

Descending the flight of steps at the 
W. front and skirting the adjoining 
PMic Gardens, thef W. wing is reached 
of the large pile of buildings, formerly 
the Benedictine Abbey of St. Vaast, 
founded in the 6th cent, by that saint, 
and reconstructed in 1754 by the Car- 
dinal de Rohan, now appropriated 
to the Bishop's Palace, Seminary, 
Museum, and Libraiy. 

The Cltapel of the Bishop's Palace 
contains numerous relics, including the 
blood-stained Rochet which Becket 
wore when he was murdered at Can- 
terbury (1170). 

The Museum, situated in the W. win^ 
and entered from the garden, contains 
a gallery of paintings, chiefly modern. 
Obs. a Maes (No. 86), a Jordasns, and 
a Delacroix {Eng.). Several rooms are 
filled with interesting ethnographical, 
numismatical, and archoeological col- 
lections. Obs., on staircase, some speci- 
mens (date 1672) of the tapestry 
(arazzi) for the extensive manufac- 
ture of which this town was in olden 
time famous. 

The Public Library contains upwards 
of 40,000 vols, and 1100 manuscripts, 
chiefly formed from that of St. Vaast. 

Crossing the Place de la Madeleine, 
and leaving the Post Office on the 1., the 
Rue de la Gouvernance leads into the 
Rue des Rapporteurs, halfway doM-u 
which on rt. is the 

House in which Bobespierre was born. 
He and his brother, abandoned by their 
father in their childhood, were' edu- 
cated at the college here by the charity 
of some of the clergy of St. Vaast. 

This street leads into the Place dn 
The'atre, in which is the Theatre and 
the H6t. Petit St.-Pol Leaving the 
latter on the 1. and turning out of the 
Rue St. Aubert down the Rue des 
Gaugiers, the Barraelts will be reached 
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(opposite which, in the Kue des Ca- 
sernes, is the Prot Temple) t and at their 
back the Kue d' Amiens, having at its 
western extremity and close to the 
Porle d*Amie}i8 the pretty 

Chapel da St Sacrament, built in 
1845 in the Flamboyant style. Fol- 
lowing tlie Bamparts, the appearance 
of which has been some what spoiled by 
the cutting down of the trees on the 
glacis durinp: the late war, the fine 
shady PvJblic Promenade will be 
reacned, beyond which is the 

Citadel, the work of Vauban, now 
nicknamed the "useless beauty," as 
modern artillery could command it 
from neighbouring eminences. 

Returning across the Promenade, the 
S. side of the Pla^e de la Ba^se Ville 
will lead to the Porte dea S&upirs, from 
which the rly. stat. may be gained. 

This is one of the largest corn-mar- 
kets in France, and an important trade 
is carried on in the rich agricultural 
products of the district: beet-root, 
sugar, rape-oil, chicory, and grain. 
Some china and pottery are manufac- 
tured, and a great deal of lace. With 
the exception of the departs, of the 
Seine and of the Bouches du Rhdne, 
containing the cities of Paris and Mar- 
seilles respectively, the de'part. du 
Pas de Calais has more inhab. than 
any other in France, due to the great 
number of large and prosperous vil- 
lages scattered over the district. 

Damiens, who attempted to assas- 
sinate Louis XV., and the infamous re- 
volutionary leader Joseph Lebon, were 
natives of Arras. 

Diligences to St. Pol. 20 m, (rly. in 
progress), by which Azincour can be 
visited. 

Soon after leaving Arras the railway 
quits the valley of the Scarpe, 

15 m. Achiet Junct. Stat. A sharp 
skirmish occurred here Jan. 1, 1871, 
between the French under Faidherbe 
and the Germans under von Goben, 
ending in severe fighting two days 
later at Bapaume without any decisive 
results. 

[Branch Rly. to (4 m.) Bapaume, 
(Irins: H. du Pas de Calais ;—H. de la 
Fleur.) Pop. 3174. The Ch, of St. 



Nicolas (1S60) is handsome, and con- 
tains some modern painted glass. The 
four-storied Beffroi of the Hotel de 
Ville dates from 1610. A part of the 
fortifications still remain, although dis- 
mantled under Louis-Philippe. Fine 
view over the plains of Artois and 
Picardy from the ruined donjon. The 
principal trade consists in sugai*, lineo, 
cambric, &c.] 

11 m. Albert Stat. Diligence to 
Peronue (10 m.). 

10 m. Corbie Stat. Omnibus from 
rly. (Jnn : H. Ville d' Amiens.) A town 
of 334C Inhab., with a Gothic ch. of 
St. Pierre (M. H.), forming part of an 
ancient Benedictine aWey. Obs. in the 
chapel to the rt. on entering, statue of 
St. Bathilde, of the early part of the 
14th centy., pronounced by M. de Mon- 
talembert as one of the finest that exists, 
but spoiled by being painted. Also tiie 
white marble statues of St. Peter and 
St. Paul, and " La Sainte Face," a By- 
zantine picture said to have been 
brought from the East at the time of 
the Crusades. 

The rly. crosses the Somme three 
times, and passes some considerable 
peat-works before reaching. 

8 m. Longueau Junct. Stat. (Buffets 
Passengers for Amiens (2) m. distant), 
Abbeville, and Boulogne, here change 
carriages. The rly. from Boulogne to 
Paris (Rte. 3) falls in here. 

Amiens (Stat,) and the Railway 
theuce to Paris are described in Rte, 3. 



ROUTE 2. 

CALAIS TO BRUSSFXS, BY HAZEBROUCK, 
LILLE (dOUAI), TOURCOING, MOUS- 
CRON, TOURNAI, ETC. 

Kil. Miles. 

Hftzebrouck 62 3«^ 

Lille 100 66 

'J'ouniai . lao 81 

Brussels 237 112 

TTiis, the shortest route, is per- 
formed in 5 hrs.j the other, by Douai, 

B 3 
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Valenciennes, and Mons, will perhaps 
be the most interesting. 

38} m. Jlaz^rouokf see preceding 
route. 



Bailway to Lille and Brussels, 

3 m. Strazeele Stat. 

5 m. Bailleul Stat. {Inn : Faucon). 

4 m. Armentieres Stat., a town of 
15,579 Inhab., consisting for the most 
part of weavers, on the Lys. 

Then passing Ferenchies Stat, the 
rly. skirts the fortifications of Lille, 
and joins the Belgian line near the 
Porte de Fives. Some ti*ains stop here, 
others traverse the ramparts to 

16 m. Lille (Flem. Ryssel) Junct. 
Stat. (Buffet); omnibus from rly. 
(Inns ; H. de TEurope ; H. de France ; 
H. de Gand — none very good ; H. du 
Buffet, at the Stat., convenient for start- 
ing early.) 

This chief town of the de'pt. du 
Nord, and former capital of French 
Flanders, with a pop. in 1866 of 
154,749, and now (1873) exceeding 
170,000, is important both as a fortress 
of the first order for its strength, form- 
ing the central point of the defence of 
France on her N. frontier, and as a 
populous and industrious manufactur- 
ing town, ranking fifth among the cities 
of France. It was captured from the 
Spaniards by Louis XIV. in 1667, and 
at different periods and under different 
masters has stood 7 distinct sieges ; one 
of the most remarkable being that by 
the allied armies of Marlborough and 
Eugene in 1708, of 3 months* duration, 
during which the war was not merely 
waged above ground, but the most 
bloody combats were fought below the 
surface between the miners of the op- 
posite armies, each endeavouring to 
undermine the galleries of his oppo- 
nent. The siege was considered an 
act of rashness, as the French in 
the field under Venddme were actually 
as numerous as Marlborough's army, 
and advanced to relieve the place. 
Marlborough, however, took up his 
positions so skilfully that the relieving 
army was unable to effect anything. 



and Boufflers, the French commander 
of the town, after a masterly defence, 
was compelled to capitulate, but upon 
most honourable terms. It was finally 
restored to France by the treaty of 
Utrecht, 1715. 

No city has undergone of late years 
greater improvements than Lille. To 
include its faubourgs the greater part 
of the walls have been pulled down, 
and handsome boulevards erected on 
their sites, whilst a new system of 
fortified lines 4 m. in circuit has been 
constructed ; but there are few public 
buildings proportioned to the size and 
wealth of tne city ; its monuments have 
been levelled by shot and shell, and 
its objects of interest for the passing 
traveller, unless he be a military man, 
are few, and, with the occasional aid 
of an omnibus or fiacre, may be seen 
in about 3 hours in the foUowmg order. 
From the Rly. Stat, (the stone fayade 
of which was formerly the front of the 
Gare du Nord at Paris, but removed 
here in 1863), by the Rue dela Gare 
past the Theatre to the Bourse (M. H.), 
a richly ornamented building in the 
Spanish style, erected 1652 (in the 
court is a statue of Napoleon I., as 
protector of National Industry), and 
the Statue of LiUey a granite column 
surmounted by an allegorical figure, in 
memory of the citizens who fell during 
the 9 days* bombardment of the town 
in 1792 by the Austrians under the 
Duke of Saxe-Coburg, who was com- 
pelled to raise the siege. 

Leaving the Grande Place at the S. 
corner, a short street leads to the 

HStelde Ville, in the Place Rihour, 
mostly rebuilt in 1849, but retaining 
portions of 15th centy. At the N.W. 
angle still stands the brick Gothic gate- 
house and towers, which are parts of 
an ancient palace of the Dukes of Bur- 
gundy, built by Jean-sans-Peur, 1430, 
and inhabited by the Emp. Charles V. 
In it is the Council chamber {SaUe du 
Cmiclave), the walls of which are 
decorated with paintings by Arnold de 
VeueZy 1 726. The second floor is appro- 
priated to a 

Museum and School of Art, From 
the door on 1. at top of staircase a 
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gallery of pictures of more or less 
merit extends through 6 rooms. In 
the 2iid on the S. wall should be noticed 
2 by Bubens (Nos. 309, 310), a Death 
of the Magdalen and the Virgin and 
St. Francis,^ both from a eh* at Ghent. 
Just above these, oat of several scattered 
through the gallery, are 2 by the A, de 
Vuez before mentioned (a native artist 
of considerable merit, b. 1642). Im- 
mediately opposite is a Crucifixion by 
Van Dyek. In the 3rd room is a series 
of old portraits of the Dukes of Bur- 
gundy and Ck>unts of Flanders, and 
here is also the entrance to the Musie 
du Chev, Wicar (a native of Lille, and 
many years resident in Rome). It con- 
tains a valuable collection kept covered 
up (apply to the attendant) of drawings 
by the old Italian masters, upwards of 
1300 in number, including several by 
Raphael, Masaccio, Fra BartolomeOf 
Michael Angelo, &c* Beyond the Pic- 
ture Gallery is the Mus^e MoiUet, an 
interesting ethnographical collection, 
also the gift of a citizen. 

The Public Library (Bibliotheque 
oommunale)y in the same building, con- 
tains upwards of 40,000 vols, and some 
500 manuscripts. 

Returning across the Grande Place, 
passing the end of the Hue Esquermoise, 
in which are very handsome shops, 
and proceeding N. near the Place St. 
Martin, is the 

Ch, of Notre Dame de' la TreiUe, a 
very pretentious Gothic building begun 
1855 by a Lillois architect, but now 
(1873) permanently roofed in before it 
is half completed. 

Just N. of this, on the Quai of the 
Canal de la Basse Deule, is the large 
Palais de JusUeehmlt of stone in 1837, 
with brick wings used as prisons. 
Proceeding down the Bue BoycHey a 
street nearly a mile long, containing 
huge storehoutes for cam, and turning 
1. past the Church of St. Andre, a short 
street leads to the EwpUmade, a hand- 
some wide promenade, or public walk, 
planted with trees, and having at its 
N. extremity the SUxtuA of QenJ^^grier, 
•lain in the republican revolt of June 
85, 1848, at Parifl, in putting down the 
insurgents. 



Passing S. down the Esplanade, a 
road to the rt leads to the 

Citadelf which passed for a master- 
piece of the skill of Vauban, who was 
governor of it for many years. It is a 
regular pentagon, furnished with all the 
accessories which engineering skill can 
suggest,, especially since the siege of 
1792, and so strong, because com- 
manded by no point, and capable of 
isolation by breaking the dykes of the 
canals of the Haute, Moyenne, and Basse 
Deule which traverse the town, and fill 
its wide moats, that it is deemed im- 
pregnable. A great deal of misery, 
however, and enormous destruction of 
property, and injury to agriculture, 
would follow such an inundation. 

The Faubourg Wazemmes (in which 
is a Bomanesque-Byzantine Church with 
a tall spire, built 1860) may be reached 
by the handsome Boulevard Vauban, 
Returning northward across the Place 
de la Republique, in which is the 
new Prefecture, a splendid building, 
the exterior of which was just finished 
when the Franco-German war broke 
out, and then used as the principal 
storehouse of the Armee du Nord. At 
the end of the Rue de Paris, and near 
the Rly. Stat., will be seen the Ch. 
of St, Maurice, in the Gothic style of 
the 16th cent, resting on slender piers, 
with double aisles on each side of the 
nave, all of equal height. It is being 
considerably lengthened, and the houses 
in the neighbourhood pulled down to 
make room for it. 

An Eng, ch,, Gothic, of brick and 
stone, to hold 200, was built in 1870 in 
the Rue 1* Yderic ; service twice on Sun- 
day. The French Prot. eh, is in the 
Rue Jeanne d'Arc. 

The tall chimneys of numerous mills, 
even within the walls, announce the 
active industry which is working here, 
while the country around, and indeed 
a large part of the dept. du Nord, is 
like a hive in population and activity, 
not unworthy of being compared with 
parts of Lancashire and the West 
Riding. The chief manufacture is 
tbat of flax, which is extensively 
grown in the vicinity, and is spun into 
ordinary thread, and twisted to form 
the kind called Lille thread, by old- 



12 



Boute 2. — Calaie to Brus^eh — DouaL 



Sect. I. 



fashioned machines moved by the hand ; 
besides which much linen is woven 
here. In the spinning of coltoriy Lille 
has become a rival of Manchester and 
Bouen. The extraction of oils from 
rape or colza and the seeds of poppies, 
linseed, &c., and the manufacture of 
sugar from heeiroot^ are very important, 
having given a great impulse to agri- 
culture, as well as employing many 
thousand hands and upwards of 600 
windmills in the Commune des Moulins 
alone. 

Illy. 14 m. to Violairtes Junct. Stat., 
whence branch 7 m. to Bethune Stat., 
and 6 m. to BuUy-Grenay Stat., both 
on line from Hazebrouck to Arras (see 
Rte. 1). 

Rly. 30 m. to VaJeneiennes (Rte. 
184) by Orchies. 

[Rly. 20 m. to Dottai, by Seclin, 
Carvifi (Branch 12 m. to Lens Junct. 
Stat. ; see Rte. 1), and Forest. 

16 m. Douai Junct. (Buffet). Stat, 
to the E. of town and inside fortifi- 
cations. Omnibus from Riy. {Inns: 
H. de Versailles ; H. de I'Europe ; ^ 
H. de Flandre ; H. du Commerce.) ' 
A large inanimate town and fortress 
of 24,105 Inhab., seated on both banks 
of the Scarpe, defended by a detached 
fort, about 1^ m. distant, and im- 
portant from its great military and 
scholastic institutions. 

May be seen in 2 hours thus : — 

From the rly. stat. tuniing down 
the Place St. Jacques on the rt. are the 
Cavalry Barracks aux Grands Anglais, 
formerly the English College, or semi- 
nary, founded in 1569 by Cardinal 
Allen, an Englishman, for the educa- 
tion of Catholic priests for England 
and Ireland, and one of several Eng- 
lish. Scotch, and Irish seminaries for- 
merly existing here, but of which now 
only the Benedictine 'College, in the 
Rue St. Benoti, remains. Crossing the 
Rue Morel, and proceeding down the 
Rue de la Charte, the ancient convent 
of the Jesuits is seen on tli^ rt., now 
appropriated to the 

1. Public Library, containing up- 
wards of 40,000 vols., besides nearly 
1000 MSS., some of great interest, 
from the suppressed monastic insti- 



tutions, including the English and 
Scotch convents, 

2. Mtueum of Natural Sistory and of 
Antiquities (old records of the family 
of Lalaing, &c.) and Pictures (chiefly 
of the old Flemish school ; ohs. a 
Pan and Ceres, by Bubens, the land- 
scape by Breughel, and the portrait of a 
lady by P. Veronese), and recently en- 
riched by an interesting eOmogra'fiiieal 
collection, the gift of M. Berthoud. 

Adjoining this building are those of 
the Lyc^e and' Petit CoUege, in the Rue 
des £coIes, at the end of which are the 
extensive workshops, &c., of the Ar- 
senal, created by Louis XIV., and one 
of the most important in Franee. 

At the S. end of the Rue des i^oles 
will be seen on 1. the CK of St. Pierre^ 
remarkable only for its size and the 
Circular chapel behind the high altar. 

The Rue de Bellaing.. containing the 
best shops in the town, leads to the Rue 
de la Mairie, in which is seen the 
northern fa9ade of the 

(M. H.) Hotel de Ville, a Gothic 
building dating from the end of the 
15th cent., with, as usual in Flemish 
towns, a very picturesque Meffroi. The 
whole has now been well restored, 
and there are some elegant reception 
rooms on the first floor. The building 
runs through to the Rue des Minmes, 
where the best view is obtained. 

The Rue de le Mairie leads W. to- 
wards the S.W. portion of the town, 
in which, across the river, is situated 
one of the 3 gi'eat cannon-foundries of 
France; whilst to the E. the same 
street leads to the Place d'Armes, con- 
taining the Hotels de Versailles and de 
Flandre, and leading to the 

Ch. of Notre Dame, where may be 
seen in the vestry (apply t6 the sacris- 
tan) a very remarkable Flemish altar- 
piece, by Bellegambe, a native of Douai 
(16th cent.), and painted for the Abbe 
d'Anchin. It represents a variety of 
subjects — 'the Trinity, the Virgin, 
saints, &c., with figures innumerable. 

Skirting the large Hospital, past 

the Porte de ValenoienneSy the only one 

. of the 6 gates to the town possessin|r 

any intenest, and traversing the Hue 

j des Trinitaires, the Place St. Jacques 

I is again reached. 
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A procession, originating in the fes- 
tivities consequent on the failure of 
Louis XI. to take the town in 1479, 
parades every July the streets of Douai, 
consisting of a giant of osier, called 
Geant Gayanc, dressed in armour, 30 ft. 
high, attended by his wife and family, 
of proportionate size. 

John of Bologna, the sculptor, was 
born here. 

There is a considerable trade in flax 
at Douai, and numerous coal-pits in 
the neighbourhood. 

RIy. E. to Valenciennes (Rte. .184), 
W. io Arras (HtQ 0] 

Returning to Lille, the line to Brus- 
sels proceeds to 

5 m, Rouhaix Stat., a considerable 
manufacturing town of 65,091 Inhab. 

2 m. Taurcoing Stat., the last town 
in France, a place of 38,262 Inhab. ; 
the Belgian frontier being crossed 
before reaching 

Mousci'on Stat. 

For route to Brussels through Tour- 
nai (32 m.) see Handbook of Belgium, 

The express trains to Brussels go by 
Aicq (4 m. S.E. of which is BouvineSy 
celebrated for the battle between Philip 
Augustus of France and the Emperor 
Otho in 1214), Baisieux, Blandain, 
Tournai, and Alh. 



ROUTE 3. 

CALAIS TO PARIS, BY BOULOGNE, ABBE- 
VILLE, AND AMIENS— 11 AILWAV. 

Illy, opened 1867, 18^ m. shorter than 
Rte. 1. 6 trains daily. Express mail 
to Paris, at 1.'50 a.m. and 12.35 p,u., 
follows this route in 5 hrs. 30 min. 

On leaving St-Pierre-lez-Calais (Rte. 
1) the line crosses the plain. 

11m. Caffiers is the stat for Guines, 
3 m. distant. Near this, at Fiennes, 
are coal-mines, and in the neighbouring 
forest, about 3 m. from the town, a 
pyramid to mark the spot where the 
aeronauts Blanchard and Jeffreys, after 
having crossed the Channel from Eng^ 
land, descended in 1785. Roads run 



from St.-Tricat and Caffiers on the rt. 
to the village of Ouessant, or VVitsand, 
on the sea-shore, about 4 m. N. of 
Cape Gris-Nez : it is supposed to be 
the Portua liius of the Romans, where 
Julius Caesar embarked for the con- 
quest of Britain. The harbour has 
hmg since been blocked up with sand ; 
yet it was for centuries the landing- 
place for passengers: from England, and 
was one of the ports in which Napo- 
leon's fleet of flat-bottomed boats was 
stationed. Beyond Caffiers the rly. 
ascends until it reaches its summit- 
level (360 feet), from which there is 
a steep descent to 

6 m. Marquise Stat., a town of 4380 
Inhab., having in its neighbourhood 
mines of coal, iron-works, and quarries 
of grey, limestone, situated in a pretty 
valley of rocks, occupying a deep 
fissure in the plain, resembling Dove- 
dale. This is a favourite excursion 
from Boulogne. The Stat, is about 1 ^ m. 
E. of the town. 

[^Antbieteusey a Tillage on the coast, 
and deserted port, deserves mention 
only as the spot wl^ere James II. dis- 
embarked, Jan. 5, i68U.] 

6J m. WimiUe Stat. In the church- 
yard of Wimille, at the road side, 3 m. 
from Boulogne, the unfortunate aero- 
nauts, PiUtre de Rosier and ^omain, 
are buried; the balloon in which 
they had ascended from Boulogne 
(1785), intending to cross the Channel, 
caught fire at an elevation of 3600 ft., 
and they were miserably dashed to 
pieces. . An ob^isk has been erected 
on the spot where they fell near Wi- 
mereux. On the beach of Wimereux, 
Aug. 6, 1840, the Em]^. Napoleon III. 
lauded, with a few faithful followers, 
on his premature attempt to seize the 
throne. 

Before reaching WimiUe Stat, the 
line passes near to Wimereux, and on 
leaving on 1. the Fort of Honvault and 
the Colonue de la Grande Armee are 
seen. To reach Boulogne it penetrates 
by 2 tunnels, first through a hill on 
N.W. side, connected, by a bridge and 
cutting through the Tintelleriee, with 
the second tunu(d, beneath the upper 
town of Boulogne. It afterwards crosses 
a viaduct of 400 yd«, over the Liane, 
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before joining the>ly. from Amiens and 
Paris and reaching the 

4 m. Boulogne 8tat. (Buffet) at 
^ Capecure. {fnna: H. des Bains, table- 
d'hdte 5 fr., good ; H. du Pavilion, on 
the shore ; H. Brighton et de la Marine, 
good and moderate — all near the har- 
bour. H. de Londres ; good, and great 
civility. H. du Commerce, good table- 
d'hote and reasonable. H, Dervaux, 
Grande Rue, comfortable.) 

Boulogne-sur-Mer is a seaport on 
the Channel, or Pas de Calais, upon 
the estuary of the Liane, which forms 
a tidal harbour, flanked on either 
side by wooden piers stretching out 
as far as low-water mark. It was the 
Roman Gessoriacubi or Bononia. The 
old town occupies the summit of a hill, 
on which it was built for security in 
ancient ttimes, and it is still encircled 
by its mediffival ramparts, and entered 
by sombre gateways. The new town or 
Basse Ville, stretching down the slopes 
of the hills which border the N. side of 
the harbour, and under the brown cliffs 
which partly line it, is the seat of com- 
merce, and contains the best hotels, 
streets, and shops. 

The number of Inhab. is 40,251, in- 
cluding at least 3000 English residents ; 
indeed, Boulogne, being within 4 J hrs, 
of London, and 1 hr. 40 min. by steam 
from Folkestone, is one of the chief 
British colonies on the Continent. 
Thus, by a singular reciprocity, on 
the very spot whence Napoleon pro- 
posed the invasion of our shores, 
the sons and daughters of his intended 
victims have quietly taken posses- 
sion and settled themselves down. 
The town is enriched by English money; 
• warmed, lighted, and smoked by English 
coal ; English signs and advertisements 
decorate every other shop-door, inn, 
tavern, and lodging-house ; and almost 
every third person you meet is either 
a countryman or speaking our lan- 
guage ; while the outskirts of the town 
are enlivened by villas and country- 
houses, somewhat in the style and taste 
of those on the opposite side of the 
Channel. There are numerous board- 
ing-schools (pensihnnats) for the youth 
of both sexes, many of them under 
English managers timd masters. 



Le Port. The harbour concentrates 
the chief bustle and business ; here is 
the landing-place from the packets, 
and the Douane, Strangers may safely 
confide the keys of their laggage to 
the authorised commissionaires of these 
hotels, who, without their presence 
being required, will gee their boxes, &c., 

Massed by the custom-house officers, 
'he number of persons who disem- 
bark here annually amounts to nearly 
1 50,000 ; hence one great source of the 
prosperity of Boulogne. 

The present harbour, entirely arti- 
ficial, requires continual clearing from 
the sand which is driven into it by the 
wind and by the sea ; it is dry at low 
water, but vessels of moderate draught 
can enter for about 4 hours every 
tide. The piers on each side, form- 
ing the entrance, serve as a plea- 
sant walk 1638 ft., that on the W. 
1968 ft. long. The projection of a 
new harbour accessible at all hours of 
the tide is under the consideration of 
the government. Above the harbour 
the wide shallow basin of the Liane, 
filled at high water by the tide, is closed 
by powerful lock-gates, and is used as 
a backwater for scouring the harbour. 

To the E. of the harbour, on the 
margin of a sandy beach, is the 
JEstdbliaaement des BastTUii a handsome 
building in the Renaissance style, con- 
taining subscription, ball, and reading 
rooms, and large Swimming Baths. In 
front are drawn up in long array a 
number of bathing-machines. Boulogne 
is resorted to in summer, both by the 
Parisians and English, for sea-bathing, 
for which it is well adapted from its 
fine sands* A |>retty garden surrounds 
the Establishment, in which is a large 
Aquarium on the plan of M. E. Betiu- 
court. 

On the opposite (1.) side of the har- 
bour a semicircular basin, dug out of 
the sand by Napoleon I., to contain the 
Flotilla of fiat-bottomed boats intended 
to transport .an invading French army 
to the coasts of England, has been 
converted into a floating dock, lined 
with quays faced with maeonry. Forti^ 
/Sealioi» have been rwed (m the sands 
comiBaDdiag the entrance to the har- 
bour, as in other Channel ports* 
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Almost all the 300 vessels belong- 
ing to Boulogne are engaged in the sea- 
fishery, and the arrival and departure 
of the boats collect a crowd of fisher- 
men and their wives in their pic- 
turesque costume. These people occupy 
a distinct quarter of the town on the N. 
side of the harbour called La Benri^re, 
the streets of which are draped with 
nets hung out from the fronts of the 
houses to dry ; in dress and manners, 
they are distinct from the rest of the 
inhabitants, speaking a peculiar dialect, 
and rarely intermarrying with the other 
townsfolk. They are an industrious 
and very hard-working race, especially 
the women, and very religious. The 
Boulogne fishing-boats are the largest, 
and perhaps best, in the Channel. A 
great number repair annually to the 
eastern coasts of Scotland for the 
herring fishery, and some go as far as 
Shetland and Iceland for that of the 
cod and ling. Near the Fish-market 
a statue of our countryman Jenner has 
been erected (1865) by the French. 

The Rue Napoleon, orde I'ficu, run^ 
ning parallel with the Liane, and the 
Grande Rue, ascending the hill towards 
the upper town, contain some of the 
best shops. About half-way up the 
Grande Kue, (rt.) is the Mnn^ (once the 
Grand S^minaire). It deservedly ranks 
as one of the best provincial collections 
in France, is highly creditable to the 
town, and owes a large part of its con- 
tents to private donations. The series 
of arms, dresses, implements, weapons, 
&c., of various nations is very exten- 
sive. Here is an imaginary model of 
the Tower of Caligula, which stood on 
the heights above the town: also en- 

f ravings of the siege of Boulogne under 
[enry vIII. ; some fragments of sculp- 
ture of the 16th and 16th cent. iVom 
churches, &c. ; a bas-relief of the Last 
Judgment, carved in wood very elabo- 
rately; an extensive series of medals, — 
among them that celebrated one struck 
by Napoleon 1804, and bearing the 
inscription " Descente en Angleterre," 
" Frapptf ^ Londres,*' of which S or 4 
impressions alone are said to exist, the 
die having been destroyed. The quan- 
tity of Roman antiquities, of pottery, 
glass, bronzes, coins, utensils of varions 



kinds, found in and about the town, is 
remarkable. — Gb%, a collection of siege 
pieces, or coins struck in besieged 
towns ; a series of French Assignats, 
or paper money issued during the 
first Revolution ; a mummy pronounced 
by ChampoUion one of the finest in 
Europe, for the number and brillanoy 
of its paintings, &c. ; it was brought 
from Biban el Molouk by Benon. 

Persons interested in natural history 
will find collections in all departments, 
by no means contemptible in extent or 
preservation. The geology of the dis- 
trict is illustrated by a large series of 
specimens, including the ironstone of 
the Boulonais, the marbles of Marquise, 
and the ootd. In the Picture Galleri/ 
there is a good sea-piece by Awjuste 
'( Delacroix, 

The Museum is open to the public 
Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday, Arom 
10 to 4; strangers may obtain admis- 
sion on other days by giving a small 
fee to the concierge. Under the same 
roof is the Public Library ^ containing 
30,000 volumes and 300 MSS., many 
of them rare and richly illuminated, 
including the oldest copy extant of 
Bede's * Homilies,' from the monastery 
of St. Bertin. The library is open 
every day except Friday, ft*om 10 a.m. 
till 4 P.M. 

The Old Town, ot Haute Vtlle, on the 
hUl, retains its 3 arched gateways, and 
the ancient ramparts which defended 
it in the 15th cent., but offered a 
vain resistance to the assaults of the 
army of Henry VIII. The town was 
restored, however, to Henri II. of 
France by the English (1550), in the 
reign of Edward Vl., by treaty, upon 
payment of 40,000 livres. In con- 
sideration of this a bronze bust of 
Henri (by David d* Angers) decorates 
the Esplanade outside the Porte des 
Dunes. The Ramparts form an agree- 
able walk, running round the town, and 
commanding views in all directions, over 
the sea, port, cathedral, and the*high 
ground to the E. occupied in turn by the 
camps of Caligula, Hemtj VIII., and 
Napoleon I., and lastly by Napoleon 
III. in 1854-55, and along the roads 
to Calais and Paris. In one corn^'- 
of the walls is the Ckdteau, or 
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Castle, flanked by high round towers, 
and divided from the town by a 
fosse, but now much modernised 
and converted into a barrack. The 
Emp. Napoleon III. was confined 
here after his abortive attempt to 
excite an insurrection in Aug. 6, 
IS 40. In the midst of the old town, 
behind the Hotel de Ville, rises the 
antique JBeffroi of the 13th cent., a 
square massive tower at its base, sur- 
mounted by an octagonal one, from the 
top of which there is a magnificent view. 

The conspicuous Church of Notre 
Dame, in the Hauteville, is a large 
modem Italian building on the site of 
the Gothic cathedral pulled down at the 
Kevolution^ and has been in progress 
since 1827, and consecrated 1866. The 
cost has been defrayed by subscription 
set on foot by a simple priest and self- 
taught architect, thp Abbe HaiFreingue. 
The dome rises to a height of SCO ft. 
Beneath it extends a very capacious 
ancient cri/pt, supported on 2 rows of 
piers, 315 ft. long and 140 wide at the 
transepts, supposed to be the substruc- 
tions of the ch. built in the 12th cent, 
by Ida of Lorraine, mother of Godfrey 
of Bouillon: an inscription, however, 
in the vault attributes it to the 7th cent. 
The tradition is, that a boat, without 
sails or oars, brought an image of the 
Virgin to the neighbouring shore in 
C33. It was a frequent object of pil- 
grimage in the middle ages, and of late 
years the custom has revived. The 
high altar, a gift of Prince Torlonia, 
of Rome, is a fine specimen of modern 
art. The tabernacle over it is a copy of 
the Arch of Constantine. 

Le Sage, the autftar of Gil Blasy 
who repaired to Boulogne in the latter 
years of his life to live with his sen, 
a canon of the cathedral, died 1747, 
in a house, No. 3. Kue du Chateau, as 
an inscription over the door points out. 
The existing building, however, is 
of much more recent date, and only 
occilpies the site of the original house. 
Churchill the poet also died at Bou- 
logne, whither he had come on a visit 
to John Wilkea, then a voluntary exile 
from England. Thos. Campbell, author 
of * Pleasures of Hope,* died at 5, Rue 
St. Jean, 1844. I 



Engl, Trot, Service, — The British 
Ch., 9 Rue du Temple, built by Eng. 
subscriptions, 1828, and capable of 
holding 1000 persons. 

St. John's ChureJi, Rue de I'Ancien 
Rivage, or through No. 139 Rue 
Royale. 

Trinity Ch. Place des Capucins, 
belonging to the Colonial and Con- 
tinental Ch. Society. 

There is a Wesleyan chapel in an 
abandoned theatre in the Rue de TAn- 
cienne Comedie. 

The Poste aux Lettres is at No. 28 
Rue des Vieillards ; it is open from 7 
A.M. to 7 P.M. ; on Sundays and 
Fdtes, 7 A.M. till 3 p.m. The Britisli 
Consul resides at 113, Grande Rue. 
Office hours, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

At Capecure are several manufac- 
tories, amongst which a large flax-mill 
has been built, with 2 steam-engines, 
6000 spindles, employing 1000 people. 

Merridew, British and Foreign Li- 
brary, Rue de r£cu, keeps an English 
reading-room and circulating library, a 
good supply of English periodicals. 
Guides, Views of Boulogne, &c. Pianos 
on hire. 

On the edge of the cliff, above the 
sea-bathing ** establishment,' V are the 
scanty remains of solid brick walls 
known as La Tour d'Odre (Turris 
Ardens, i.e. lighthouse), supposed to 
have been the foundations of a tower 
built by Caligula, A.p. 40, when he 
marched to the shores of the Channel 
with an anny of 100,000 men, boast- 
ing that he intended to invade the 
opposite coast of Britain, but con- 
tenting himself with gathering a few 
shells, which he called the spoils of 
the ocean. 

On the same heights 18 centuries 
later another emperor — Napoleon I. — 
encamped an aimy of more than 
180,000 men, designed to invade Eng- 
land. Buonaparte himself, during his 
visits to the camp, occupied a tempo- 
rary hut, which was raised within a 
few yards of the Roman tower. Thence 
he could survey his flotilla of 240O 
transports and flat-bottomed boats, and 
the shore on either side of the town, 
both under the cliff and upon the 
heights, bristling ^ith baKeries of 
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cannon and mortars ; while in the dis- 
tance the vigilant fleets of England 
hovered incessantly. In one instance 
(1801) Nelson approached near enough 
to throw shot and shells into the town 
and sink 2 of the floating batteries. 
" Boulogne," he writes, " was certainly 
not a pleasant place that morning: but 
it is not my wish to injure the poor 
inhabitants, and the town is spared as 
much as the service Tidll admit," It is 
stated, however, that, most of the 
shells fell short, and ' that in exca- 
vating the new harbour many tons of 
them were dug out. He afterwards 
made an unsuccessful attempt with the 
boats of his squadron to cut out ^he 
flotilla in the teeth of the batteries, 
and bum it. Another attempt, in 
1804, to burn the flotilla with fire- 
ships, made by Lord Keith, was at- 
tended with no more successful result. 

The flotilla of Boulogne formed 
only part of the deeply laid scheme 
of Napoleon for the destruction of 
England. His design was to collect to- 
gether the combined fleets of France, 
Spain, and Holland, which for years 
he had been preparing in the harbours 
of Antwerp, Brest, Cadiz, and the 
Mediterranean, and with a fleet of 
70 ships of the line to sweep the Channel 
of the British. Under cover of this 
Tast armament, he intended to have 
crossed over with the aimy of Bou- 
logne, expecting to reach London in 
5 days. The whole of these projects 
and combinations, however, were scat- 
tered to the winds ; the English fleet, 
tinder Sir Robert Calder, preventing the 
junction of those of the enemy, which 
Nelson finally annihilated at Trafalgar. 

A conspicuous memorial of this un- 
accomplished invasion stands near the 
riy., at about a mile trova. the town, in 
the Colonne de la Grande Arm€e, It was 
begun by the grand army, as a monu- 
ment to Napoleon I. The first stone was 
laid by Marshal Soult, 1804; but its 
construction was discontinued after the 
departure of the troops. Under Louis 
XVIII. it was resumed, with the design 
of commemorating the Restoration of 
the Bourbons. In consequence, how- 
ever, of the revolution of July it re- 
sumed its original destiuatioii ; and the 



carved fleurs-de-lis and royalist inscrip- 
tions having been efihced, was dedi- 
cated, 1841, as a monument to Napo- 
leon I., and surmounted by a bronze 
statue of him in his coronation robes 
by Bosioj while bronze bas-reliefs deco- 
rate the base. The pillar is of the 
Doric order, and' 166 ft. high, ex- 
clusive of the statue, and is con- 
structed of marble from the quarries 
of Marquise. Winding stairs lead up 
to the top, whence a view may be had 
of the white cliffs of England. The 
hills for miles round Boulo^e are still 
crowned with decaying redoubts,. con- 
structed on^the same occasion. 

f m. beyond. the column a marble 
monument commemorates the distri- 
bution of the- Oder of the Legion of 
Honour by Napoleon to his troops, 
during one of ms visits to the camp. 
Nearer at hand-, attached to a small 
group of houses in the hollow below, 
1^ m. fW)m Boulogne, a few hundred 
paces from the Nap. column (1.), is the 
humble chapel of Jifstta Flagell^; curi- 
ous, as exhibiting the practice so 
common in the Komish Church of 
making votive offerings. It is re- 
sorted to by the fishermen of Bou- 
logne and their families beftore they go 
to sea; they have lined its ^walls with 
votive pictures, and hung its roof with 
models of their barks, each to comme- 
morate some rescue from the perils of 
the deep. 

There is a very pretty walk to 
Wimille through the ValUe dn 
Denacre, keeping a little to the E. of 
the Calais road ; and the valley of the 
Liane is pleasing up to Pont-de-Brique. 
Le Portet{3 m.), a village on the shore, 
is exclusively inhabited by fishermen. 
The valley of Marquise (see above) 
is well worth a visit. About 4 m. 
off, on either side of Boulogne, 
along the coast, will be found huge 
tracts of sandy hills or dunes^ occupy- 
ing many square miles of land, and in 
some places encroaching on and de- 
stroying farms and fields. Some of 
these dunes are crossed by the rly. 
between Boulogne and Staples. 

Steamers, To Folkestone every tide 
in 1^ to 2 hours. — To liondou' daily 
in 9 to 10 hours. 
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Bailuoays, To Paris, by Amiens — 
to Calais. Terminus beyond the river, 
^ m. from the steamboat quay. Omni- 
buses convey passe^ogers holding rly. 
tickets between^ the pier and stat. 
gratis. 

Hacknei/ ' carriages, with 1 or 2 
horses : by day, 1 fr. 50 c. the course, 
and 2 fr. the hour; from midnight to 
6 A.M., 2 fr. and 2 fr. 50 c. within the 
octroi limits ; beyond, 2 fr. 50 c. day or 
night. 



BOULOGNE TO PARIS. 

Boulogne to Xil. Miles. 

Montreuil 38 24 

NoyellPB Junct. ... 05 40 

Abbeville 19 49 

Amieng Junot 12S 19^ 

Clermont 188 117 

CreilJunct 203 12« 

Gbantllly Junct. ... 213 132 

l^orig 354 HU 

11 trains daily; Tidal and Mail 
Express in 4 J, slow in 7i hrs. 

Terminus in the suburb of Cape- 
cure, beyond the bridge (Pont du Bar- 
rage), on I, bank of the Liane. 

The rly. at first follows the valley of 
the Liane by Pont-de-Brique. [At 
Hesdigneuly 1 m. from Pont-de-Brique, 
the line (to open Aug.1873) to St.-Omer 
branches off, passing 1. Samer (Inn: 
H. de l*Ange), Pop. 1957, near which 
the remains of a Benedictine abbey, 
founded in the 7th cent, by St. Wulmer, 
and about 1 m. beyond on rt. is the 
village of Tingry^ where a farm f J5er- 
(jerie) was established by the Kmp. 
Nap. III. for improving the breed of 
sheep. The line then runs through the 
pret^ woodland scenery near Wierre- 
auX'Boie^ and then, traversing a range 
of hills, passes near Courset the botani- 
cal .garden created in 1784 by Baron 
Dumont de Courset. 

1 6 ra. Desvres Stat. (Inn : H. Frame- 
zelle). Pop. 2766, a town of great an- 
tiquity, destroyed by the English in 
12^6, situated on a table land 460 feet 
above sea, exports large quantities of 
glazed tiles, poultry, and eggs. After 
passing Irnnhres^ the line reaches 

32 m. SL'Omer (Rte. 1).] 

The line then strikes across the hills j 
penetrating them by a tunnel of 200 



yards, through the forest of Hardelot, 
and afterwards traverses a region of 
dunes, a sandy tract thrown up 
by the sea, and emerges on the 
wide shallow estuary of the. Canche, 
with the 2 tall lighthouses of Staples, 
a decayed port. The railway skirts 
the sands washed by the sea at high 
tide, then crosses over a dreary flat to 

17 m. Staples Stat. The town is 
at some distance on the rt., near the 
mouth of the Canche; its Pop., 2719, 
exclusively occupied in fishing. Kly. 
projected to Arras. 

6 m, Montreuil- Ver ton Stat. [The 
town of Montreuil, 3655 Inhab. {Inn : 
H. de France et d*Europe), lies 6 m. 
to the 1., and is pleasantly situated on 
a hill crowned by a fort. It is princi- 
pally known to Englishmen as the spot 
in which Sterne laid one of the scenes in 
the * Sentimental Journey.'] The rly. 
fVom Montreuil Stat, follows the coast 
until it reaches the Somme, travers- 
ing a wide desolate expanse of sandy 
fiats and shallows, with a few vessels 
lying on their sides or riding at anchor. 

1 1 m.Jiue Stat. 5 m.W. is Le Crotoy, 
frequented as a bathing- place in sum- 
mer. It contains a large fishing popu- 
lation. 

6 m. Noyelles Junct. Stat. The rly. 
runs near the N. bank of the Somme. 
[A branch line crosses the Somme by 
a long wooden viaduct just below 
Noyelles to St.'Valeryf at the mouth 
of the river. This is supposed by 
some to have been the port whence 
the fleet of William the Conqueror 
set sail to invade England; but the 
honour is due to the St.-Valery-en- 
Caux (Rte. 18), in Normandy. It is a 
characteristic specimen of an old mari- 
time fortress, and two of its gateways 
retain JBarhieam like those at York. 
On the shore is a r^iined tower called 
Tour de Harold. It is partially re- 
sorted to as a wateriug-place. There 
is a good road from St.- Valery to Eu, 
Treport, and Dieppe (Route 18).] 

The rly. after leaving Noyelles runs 
close by the ford of Blanquetaque 
(Blanche tache, from the neighbouring 
white rocks), wh^re Edw. IJI. crossed 



PiflABDY. 



Boide 3. -^Ahhemlle. 



19 



the Somme with his army before the 
battle of Cricy. The ford is passable 
only at low water. The tide» rising im- 
mediately after the passage, arrested 
the pursuit of the French forces, and 
compelled them to ascend the 1. bank, 
while the English pursued their way up 
the rt. 

The Somme is crossed by a turning- 
bridge, to allow vessels to pass, before 
reaching . 

' 9 m. Abbeville Stat. {Inns — none 
good': H. de France, tolerable; H. la 
Tete de BoBuf.) An industrious and 
flourishing town of 19,385 Inhab., 
which, from its utuation on the river 
Somme, Is accessible for vessels of 150 
.tons. Those who will penetrate into its 
narrow and filthy streets will find some 
quaint specimens of ancient domestic 
architecture, timber houses, &c., but 
the chief object of interest is 

The dilapidated Ch. of St. Wolfram. 
(M. H.) The W. front, and nave of 5 
bays, 1 01 ft. high, are a portion only of a 
magnificent design, never carried out, 
commenced in the reign of Louis XII., 
under Cardinal George d'Amboise 
(1488), continued in the first years of 
the next centy. The facade is a splen- 
did example of the flamboyant style, 
consisting of three gorgeous portals, 
surmounted by a pediment, and flanked 
by two towers ; the whole covered with 
the richest flowing tracery, or panell- 
ing; the niches being filled with statues. 
The central door is elaborately carved. 
The remainder of the church is a mean 
continuation of the first plan. It is in 
a ruinous state. This church was began 
at the W. end, the rule being to begin 
at the choir. 

Tlte prison is a fragment of the old 
Cagffe ofthe Counts of Ponthieu. The 
MusoB Selincourt (PI. St. Pierre) is a 
good specimen of old domestic archi- 
tecture. The ramparts form a shady 
promenade. The Mus^e, in the Rue 
St. Gilles, amongst many objects of 
interest contains some Gallo-Roman 
antiquities and collections of geology, 
inclading a large series of wrought- 
flint hatchets found in the vale of 
the Somme, in the gravel of the Drift. 
The Bibliotlieque, in the H. de Ville, 
possesses a valuable MS. of the Gospels 



in gold letters, given by Charlemagne 
to the monastery of St. Kiquier. 

[About 6 m. E. of Abbeville is the 
Abbey Ch,ofSt, Riquier (M. H.) (there 
is a public conveyance twice a day to 
Auxi-le-Chllteau, which passes through 
St. Riquier), a very splendid and inte- 
resting Gothic edifice of the beginning 
of 16th cent., well preserved, having 
a beautiful flamboyant W. front, in 
the centre of which rises an elegant 
tower ; while beneath it opens the main 
portal, having statues above and in its 
sides. **The details of the front are 
exquisite, well arranged, and well exe- 
cuted." The interior is also very fine ; 
the nave flamboyant, the choir appa- 
rently earlier. On the walls of the 
treasury qre ancient frescoes; one in 
the style of the "Dance of Death." 
Cardinal de Richelieu was abbot of 
St. Riquier; in his time Abbeville was 
a parish attached to the abbey.] 

[From Abbeville, Cr^cy (12 m.) may 
be visited as follows : — go by the road 
to St. Omer through the forest of 
Crecy by ForSt TAbbaye and Canchy, 
which will give you a good view of 
Abbeville as you leave it, and of the 
village of Crikey en Ponthieu as you 
approach it. At Crecy (where there 
is a small Inn, H. du Canon d'Or), N. 
of village, see the windmill, where 
the English king remained during 
the battle; tower of Edward III.; 
the Valine des Clercs; and the stohe 
cross of the King of Bohemia. These 
two last may be seen en route by 
taking on your return the road to Hes- 
din, in which case you may also see 
on your way one or two chapels said 
to have been erected on the graves of 
the French who fell in the flight. 
Calculate on 2 hrs. going, 1 hr. there, 
and, if by Hesdin, 2^ for returning. 
The wood seen on the 1., at a little 
distance from the road, is a part of the 
forest of Cr^cy ; obscure in itself, but 
renowned for a victory gained in its 
precincts, Aug. 26th, 1846, by Edward 
III. and his 25,000 to 80,000 men 
over the French army of Philip of 
Valois 100,000 strong, commanded by 
the Count d*Alen9on, which still, after 
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the lapse of ages, remaius one of the 
most brilliant in English annals. Here, 
upon that memorable day, to the win- 
ning of which the cannon, used, accord- 
ing to some, for the first time, con- 
tributed less than the clothyard shafts 
of the English yeomen, there fell, on 
the side of the French, the Kings of 
Bohemia and Majorca, the Duke of 
Lorraine, the Count d'Alen^on (the 
king's brother), with 1200 knights, 
1500 gentlemen, 5000 men at arms, 
and 30,000 infantry. Here it was that ^ 
the Black Prince gained his spurs, and 
the feathers which our Princes of Wales 
bear to this day.] 

Abbeville has some large manufac- 
tories of woollens, called here des 
rfwies, from the poles used in drying 
them; of carpets once celebrated; of 
linens; it carries on a considerable 
coasting trade. 

From Abbeville to Amiens the line 
is earned up the valley of the Sorame 
along its 1. bank, on which are exten- 
sive excavations for peat. 

5 m. Pont-li^y Stat. The village is 
on the rt. bank of the Somme, and has 
a large canvas and sailcloth manufac- 
tory. 6^ m. off is Ailly le Haut Clocher, 
so called from the lofty steeple of its 
fine Ch.y in a style resembling Early 
English Gothic. 

5 m. Longpr^ Junct. Scat. Branch 
i?ly. 36 m. to Eu and Tr^port (see Rte. 
18), passing Airaines, Oisement, and 
Gamaches. 

The rly. here crosses the Somme 
by a bridge, destroyed by the Germans 
3>ec. 2, 1870, to prevent Gen. Faidherbe 
throwing tlie Armee du Nord into 
Amiens. 

13 m. Picquignjf Stat. The ruined 
castle f close to the Church of St. Martin, 
with its terraces, mentioned in Mad. 
de S^vign^'s * Letters,' was buUt at 
the end of the 15th cent. This place 
gives its name to a Treaty, signed 
1475, between Edward IV. and Louis 
XI., who met on the bridge (blown 
up 1814 to arrest the march of the 
Prussians) ; but so distrustful of each 
other, that a barrier of stout palisades 
and wooden bars, **such as the cages' 
of li^ns are made of/* says De Co- 



mines, was raised to divide them, leav- 
ing space between the bars only wide 
enough to allow them to shake hands. 

2 m. from Picquigny is the interest- 
ing Roman camp of Tirancourt. 

Before reaching Amiens the railway 
passes through some fine meadows, in 
which is situated the Amiens ract' 
course f one of the best in France. 

9. m. Amiens Junct. Stat. {Buffet^ 
trains usually stop 10 to SO minutes.) 

Omnibus from Kly. (Inns: H. dn 
Rhin; H. de France et d'Angleterre ; 
H. du Commerce.) 

This manufacturing town of 61,063 
Inhab., formerly capital oC Picardy, 
and now of the dept. de la Somme, 
is situated on that river, which passes 
through the town split into 11 branches, 
and renders essential service in turning 
the water-wheels of many of the nu- 
merous manufactories whose tall chim- 
neys are seen rising above the other 
buildings, and are clustered around the 
outskirts. The weaving of cotton vel- 
vets, chiefly for the Spanish market and 
for covering furniture, of canvas, the 
spinning of cotton and woollen yams, 
of satin for ladies' shoes, are the prin- 
cipal branches of industry. Amiens is 
the cradle of the 'Cotton manufacture 
of France, which dates as far back as 
1773. 

The objects of interest for the passing 
traveller will be — ^leaving the rly. stat., 
where carriages may be hired at 2 fr. 
an hour — the CaihedraU passing by the 
Rue de Noyon and tlie Place St. Denis ; 
the cfa. of St. Germain; the Promenade 
de la Hotoie: returning by the Boule- 
vards to the Place Longueville, the 
JBibliothegue communaie^ Mus^e na- 
tional, and Pi'cfectnre, to the rly. stat. 
Longer excursions may be made to the 
Citadelle, the Hortilionnages, and St.- 
Acheul. 

**The Cathedral of Notre Dame 
(M. H.) is one of the noblest Gothic 
edifices in Europe. It was begun 
1220, only two years later than that 
of Salisbury, though in a much more 
mature style. It was designed and 
commenced by the architect Robert 
de Luzarches, though it is probable he 
completed no more than tb^ lower 
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parts of the nave and transepts ; it was 
continued, at intervals, through the 
13th cent,, by Thos. and Regnault de 
Cormont, but the upper pai*ts were not 
completed until the l4th cent., when 
the chapels were added to the nave 
also. The central spire dates from the 
16th cent. (1629) only, but replaced one 
of wood, raised in 1240, which was 
destroyed by lightning. It is 422 ft. 
high, 22 ft. higher than Salisbury ; but 
its height fails to impress the beholder, 
owing to the loftiness of the roof from 
which it springs. Three vast and deeply 
recessed portals lead into the nave, the 
arches supported by a long array of 
statues in niches instead of pillars, 
while rows of statuettes supply the 
place of mouldings, so that the whole 
forms one mass of sculpture ; an ar- 
rangement of constant occurrence in 
French Gothic, though rare in Eng- 
lish. The sculpture of these porches 
merits attention ; over the centre door 
or Porche du Beau Dieu d'Amiens, 
from the fine statue of Christ it con- 
tains; the bas-relief represents the 
Last Judgment ; the statues are. those 
of the 12 Apostles. Over the rt.- 
hand porch are the Death and Assump- 
tion of the Virgin ; over that on the 1. 
is the legend of St. Firmin, the patron 
of the city. Above the portals runs a 
line of colossal statues of French kings, 
behind which is a noble wheel-window ; 
and the whole is flanked by two fine 
towers of unequal height, the upper 
parts of which are of the I4th cent., and 
both higher than the W. towers of York. 
** The interior is one of the most 
magnificent spectacles that architec- 
tural skill can ever have produced. The 
mind is filled and elevated by its enor- 
mous height (140 ft.), its lofty and 
many - coloured clerestory, its grand 
proportions, its noble simplicity. The 
proportion of height to breadth is 
almost double that to which we are 
accustomed in English cathedrals ; the 
lofty, solid piers, which bear up this 
height, are far more massive in their 
plan than the light and graceful clusters 
of our English churches, each of them 
being a cylinder with 4 engaged co- 
lumns. The polygonal E. apse, and the 
arrangement which puts the walls at the 



outside edge of the buttress^s^ and thus 
forms interior chapels all round, in 
addition to the aisles, gives a vast 
multiplicity of perspective below, which 
fills out the idea produced by the 
gigantic height of the centre. Such 
terms will not be considered extravagant 
when it is recollected that the vault 
is half as high again as the roof of 
Westminster Abbey." — Whewell, 

The entire length is 469 ft., the 
height of the nave 141 ft., the space 
covered by the entire building being 
8000 square metres, larger than that 
of any other cathedral in France, only 
surpassed by St. Peter's at Rome and 
the cathedral of Cologne. ("This ex- 
cessive praise demands a little qualifi- 
cation. Taking the width between the 
piers as 1, the height to the vault is 
3J, — an exaggeration suggesting an 
unpleasant feeling of disproportion, 
and even of weakness; the piers are 
a little stilted, the capitals small and 
insignificant, and the vaults raised 
80 much above the eyes as to lose in 
part their importance.*' — D. T,) The 
triforium in the choir is glazed, which 
gives great lightness to the interior. 
Just within the central porch are 2 fine 
tombs with bronze eflBigies of bishops ; 
that on the 1. is to Evrard de Fouilley, 
who laid the first stone of the church ; 
thatonthe rt. Geoflfroy d'Eu, " learned," 
as his epitaph tells us, " in medicine as 
well as theology." The splendid pulpit, 
in the nave, the work of an artist of 
Amiens, Dupuis, is supported by statues 
of Faith, Hope, and Charity. It dates 
from the last cent., when it was exe- 
cuted at an expense of 36,000 livres. 

Placed at the crossing of the tran- 
sept, the spectator may admire the 3 
magnificent rose-windows, all of ela- 
borate tracery and varied patterns, 
filled with rich stained glass, each 
nearly 100 ft. in circumference, which 
form a great ornament to this church, 
and surpass everything of the sort 
which England can show. The/o«t in 
the N. transept is an oblong trough of 
stone, of the 11th cent., the supports 
being of the 13th cent 

Round the wall which separates the 
choir from its aisles runs a low stone 
screen, enclosing a series of sculp- 
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tures, in high relief, representing bn 
the S. side the legends of St. Fiimin 
and St. Sauvei and on the N; the acts 
dnd d^ath of John the Baptist; They 
date from the end of the 15th cent. ' 
The head of St. John the Baptist, 
brought from Constantinople at the 
time of the Crusades, has always been 
considered, and still remains, the most 
valuable relic possessed by this church. 
It is deposited in the side chapel dedi- 
cated to St. John. Several other heads 
of St. John existed before the Revolu- 
tion in other churches of France, and 
one, indeed, in the neighbouring abbey 
of St. Acheul ; but this, it was main- 
tained, was the genuine one. Since 
the Revolution, the skull has been re- 
duced to the frontal bone and upper jaw. 

The choir, terminating in a semi- 
circular E. end, the elegantly groined 
roof resting on compressed lancet- 
pointed arches, yields in beauty to no 
part of the church. The apse chapels 
resemble the St* Chapelle, Paris, erect- 
ed at the same time. The choir is especi- 
ally distinguished for the elaborately 
carved woodwork of its 110 stalls: in 
variety of invention and delicacy of ex- 
ecution there is nothing finer of tne kind 
in Europe. The intricate details of the 
tabernacles and lace-like parapets, the 
bold drawing, and effective though 
coarse expression in the bas-reliefe, re- 
presenting subjects from Holy Writ, 
the Life of the Virgin, &c., and the 
close imitation of nature in the twin- 
ing tendrils and playful foliage of the 
"Vine and other plants, deserve minute 
attention. The carvers were Amoult 
Boullin, Alex. Huet, and Jean Turpin, 
of Amiens: the work was finished in 
1 528. There are numerous sepulchral 
monuments in different parts of the 
church, which is now in progress of 
being restored, under the able super- 
intendence of M. Viollet le Due. 

To appreciate the vast proportions 
and examine the details of this cathe- 
dral, the visitor ought to ascend to the 
triforium gallery, where he may also 
see embedded in the floor the strong 
chain bound round the 4 piers at the 
crossing to check their settlement, 
owing to the pressure of the central 



tower. Thence he may mount the 
tower and enjoy the view over the 
city, the Hotoie Promenade, and the 
valley of the Somme, remarking in his 
ascent the turret with the stone table, 
where Henri IV. posted himself to 
watch the retreat of the Spaniards in 
1597. The roof is a wonderful piece 
of carpentry, 46 ft. high ; a forest of 
oak and chesnut must be contained in 
it, and in the enormous substructure t)f 
the spire. 

Within the cathedral of Amiens 
Edward III. did homage for GuieAue 
to Philippe of Valois in 1329 ; here, in 
1385, Isabeau of Bavaria was married 
to the idiotic king Charles VI. ; and 
here the treaty of peace between oar 
Edward VI. and Henri III. of France 
was signed in 1550. 

St, Germain, in a back street, S.W. 
of the cathedral, has been repaired, and 
is a fine specimen of a town church 
of the 15th cent., late Dec. verging 
into Flamboyant, surmounted by a 
tower and spire at N.W. angle. Ohs, 
the W. door, marvellously enriched, 
canopied, and cusped, the graceful in* 
terior, and 'the vaulting perfect in con- 
struction. This ch. is a perfect study 
for an architect, and well worthy of 
investigation. It contains good stained 
glass, both old and new. — T. 

The other churches worth visiting 
at Amiens will be St, JRemv and St, 
Leu, both of the 15th cent., but much 
restored. 

In the Salle du Congrfes of the Hdtel 
de Ville, a building of 1600, the treaty 
of** the Peace of Amiens " was signed, 
1802, by Joseph Buonaparte for France, 
Lord Comwallis for England, Cheva- 
lier Azara for Spain, and M. Schim- 
melpenninck for Holland. The hall is 
hung with pictures of the modem 
French school. The Beflftroi, opposite 
the U. de Ville, now a prison ; its base 
dates from the 14th cent. 

Of the old castle nothing remains 
but the crypt, where St. Firmin is 
said to have suffered martyrdom aj>. 
301. No. 63 Rue des Vergeanx is a 
Renaissance house, in whidb Bucange 
was bom. 

The Mu8t!um {Mm4e National), in 
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the Rue des Rabuissons (open 10 to 4, 
1 fr.), has been erected by the Societe 
des Antiqoatres de la Picardie, from 
the proceeds of several lotteries, and 
a grant from the Government. It is 
a very handsome edifice, in the Re- 
naissance style, on the site of the 
ancient arsenal, covering with its gar- 
dens a considerable area. In the 
vestibule are paintings and bnsts rela- 
tive to the history and celebrities 
of Picardy ; opening out of which, 
on 1., a collection of mediaeval an- 
tiquities, and on the rt. a hall, called 
the Chapelle^ a gallery of religious 
monuments from desecrated churches, 
In the 1. wing is the Salle Lagrmce, con- 
taining Egyptian and Greek antiquities, 
presented by a public-spirited gentle- 
man of that name, and other halls not 
yet arranged. A very handsome stair 
leads to the ujJper floor, where the Salle 
du Dome has paintings by Barrais em- 
blematical of Picardy and its great 
men. The Salle Napoleon III. is a 
fine hall. In the wings is the collec- 
tion of paintings {Galerie Nieuwer- 
Jcerlce) ; and beyond, rooms dedicated 
to Celtic antiquities, amongst which 
the worked-fiint implements from the 
gravel-beds of the valley of the Somme 
deserve particular notice; the Gallo- 
Roman pottery and mediaeval wood- 
carvings, the latter in the Salle des 
MoineSy from an old house in Amiens, 
are remarkable. Ohs. in the garden 
behind a mortar cast at j4 miens in 
1477 by Louis XI. 

The PMic Library {BihliotJieque 
eommwnale), on the same side as. the 
Musee, contains 50,000 vols, and some 
curious MSS., amongst others a Bull on 
papyrns of Pope Benedict III. (a.d. 
857), relative to the Abbaye of Oorbie. 

A line of Boulevards surrounds the 
town, occupying the site of the ancient 
ramparts, and, being planted with trees, 
forms an agreeable promenade. They 
are separated into two nearly equal 
portions by the Place Longueville, 
on the site of one of the bastions, in 
the centre of which is the handsome 
fountain I'Eau Herbet, erected by a 
citizen at an expense of 20,000 fr. W. 
ot the city is the fine Promenade de 
la Hotoie, well laid out and watered, 



cover ine a space of 52 acres. The 
Citadel, the only remaining portion of 
the old fortifications, built on the N. 
side of the Somme by Henri IV., has 
been strengthened by modem works. 
The Spaniards, in 1597, gained the city, 
which had claimed the privilege of 
exemption from a military garrison, 
through a stratagem of Hernando 
Tello de Porto Carrero, Spanish gover- 
nor of Doullens, who, disguising him- 
self and a band of companions as pea- 
sants, entered the town at early dawn, 
along with the market folk, driving 
a waggon laden with fruit, which he 
halted under the gateway. In passing 
the gate it was contrived that a sack of 
walnuts should burst; and while the 
unsuspecting guards were occupied on 
all fours scrambling for its scattered 
contents, the Spaniards fell on them 
and put them to the sword. In vain 
the portcullis was hastily lowered : the 
waggon had been drawn up so as to 
catch it as it fell, leaving a passage by 
which a party of armed Spaniards, in 
ambush outside, gained easy admit- 
tance. Henri IV., not yet firmly fixed 
in his throne, felt the loss of Amiens as 
a severe blow, and hastened to recover 
it. He was aided in the siege and 
capture of the town, 1598, by a body 
of 4000 Englishmen, under Sir Arthur 
Savage, furnished by Queen Elizabeth. 
The Germans under Manteuffel drove 
the French Armee du Nord under 
Faidherbe out of Amiens on the 27th 
Nov* 1870, and on the 29th the citadel 
capitulated, thereby giving the Ger- 
mans complete possession of the town. 
In the previous month Gambetta had 
descended here in the balloon in which 
he had escaped from Paris. 

Amiens was the Samarobriva of the 
Romans; and the capital of the Am- 
biani, the Gallic inhabitants of the 
district (whence the name Amiens), 
are mentioned by Csesar. Here Mero- 
veus was proclaimed king by being 
raised on the shields of his victorious 
soldiers. 

The following eminent persons were 
born in the town or its vicinity: — 
Peter the Hermit, preacher of the first 
crusade, to whom there is a bronze 
statue in the Place St. Michel bv Caud' 
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rort ; Dueaage, author of the « Glos- 
sarium ad Scriptores mediae et infimae 
Latinitatis ;' a statue of him (Du Fresne, 
Seigneur du Cange) has been set up in 
the Place St. Denis," near the Stat.; 
Gresset the poet, author of *Vertvert;* 
Delambre the astronomer; Dumeril 
the naturalist; andOabrielle d'Estr^es, 
the favourite of Henri IV. 

The HortiUonnages, or extensive 
market-gardens, in the N.E. suburb, 
and near the banks of the Somme, will 
interest the horticulturist. They are 
penetrated in every direction by small 
canals, and can only be visited in a boat. 

The Abbey of St, Acheul, 1^ m. S.E. 
(where St. Firmin established the epis- 
copal see of Amiens in the 4th cent.), on 
the outskirts of the town, was converted 
into a Jesuits' college under the Re- 
storation. The crypt under the church 
contains some Gallo-Koman sarcophagi 
with bas-reliefs. Farther on is the 
large nunnery des Dames de Lowen- 
court. At St. Acheul, 90 ft. above 
the Somme, and at other places in its 
valley, wrought flints have been disco- 
vered at a considerable depth in depo- 
sits of gravel along with bones of ex- 
tinct animals. The age of these deposits 
is not proved. The necropolis of the 
ancient Samarobriva was probably here- 
abouts. 1^ m. N.W. of Amiens is the 
extramural cemetery of La Madeleine, 
worth visiting. 

Amiens is celebrated among gour- 
mands for its pdt€s de canard. 

Railways, — N. to Boulogne and Calais 
(see above); S. to Paris (see below); 
N.E. to Arras (see Rte. 1), for Lille, 
Brussels, &c. ; E.to Tergm€r(seehelow), 
for Laon, Heims, &c. ; W. to Bouen 
(see Rte. 5), for Dieppe, Caen, &c. 

The line to Paris continues to 

3 m. Longueau Junct. Stat. (Buffet), 

[Branch Rly. E. 47 m. to Tergnier, 
following for a short distance the 
northerly line to Arras (Rte. 1), for 
Calais, Brussels, &c., before turning 
eastward and proceeding through 

28 m. Netle Stat. 

A little beyond this village, Henry V. 
crossed the Somme by a ford which 
the French had left unguarded, and 2 
days after gained the Battle of Azin- 
cour, 1415. 

[Francey 1873.] 



8 m. Ham Stat. (Inn : H. de France), 
Pop. 2728. 

This little town, picturesquely situ- 
ated on a canal and the river Somme, 
and surrounded by marshes, is chiefly 
remarkable for its staie prison or 
*Oitadel, which occupies the ground 
between the rly. stat. and the canal. 
This important defensive work, on the 
site of an earlier castle erected previous 
to 1226, was built in 1470 by the 
Comte de St. Pol, afterwards beheaded 
by Louis XL, and bears over the gate 
his motto, "Mon Mieux." A great 
number of political prisoners have been 
confined here from the time of Joan of 
Arc downwards, amongst others, Prince 
Jules de Polignac, Peyronnet, Chate- 
lauze, and Guemon - Ranville, the 
ministers of Charles X., who signed 
the ordonnances of July 25, 1830. 
Louis Napoleon, after the failure of his 
rash attempt at Boulogne in 1840, re- 
mained here for 6 years, when he suc- 
ceeded, whilst some repairs were going 
on in the castle, in escaping in the 
disguise of a labourer, carrying a plank 
on his shoulder. Whilst he was em- 
peror, the little garden he cultivated 
was kept carefully trimmed, but is now 
overgrown with weeds. The rooms he 
occupied are shown, as also those 
in which the Generals Cavaignac, 
Changarnier, and Lamoriciere were 
confined after the coup d'etat of Dec, 2, 
1851. 

During the war of 1870-71 it was 
several times taken and retaken by the 
French and Germans. The central 
round tower or donjon is 100 ft. high 
and loo ft. wide, and the walls are of 
masonry 36 ft. thick. The view from 
the top is pretty. 

The Ch. of Notre Dame dates from 
1108, but has been modernised. Its 
walls are lined with thirty-two bas- 
reliefs of Old Test, subjects by sculptors 
of the end of the I7th cent. In the 
crypt beneath are monuments of Baron 
Odo IV. and his wife (1214), the 
founders of the castle. 

Between the church and the detached 
bell tower of 8t Pierre is the richly 
ornamented facade (with date 1701) 
of what were formerly the conventual 
buildings connected with the church. 

c 
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■ Omnibus daily northward to (12 m.) 
St.'QuentiTif and southward through 
Guiscard to (12 m.) No yon. 

The line now quits the dcpt. de la 
Somme, and, entering the dept. de 
I'Aisne, passes 

6 m. FJavy-le-Martel Stat., and, ap- 
proaching the canal de St.-Quentin, 
joins the line from Paris to Cologne 
just before reaching 

7 m. Tergnier Junct. Stat. {Buffet). 
Rly, N. to Bt-Quentiriy &c. (Rte. 

183) ; E. to Laon, &c. (Rte. 187) ; S. 
to NoyoUf &c. (Rte. 183).] 

After quitting Longueau large peat- 
diggings are seen. The road soon 
begins to ascend to attain the high 
chalk table-land of Picardy. 

3 m. Boves Stat. Ruins of a Castle 
frequented by Henri IV. and la Helle 
Gabriel le (d'Estrees) during the siege 
of Amiens. 

6 m. Ailly-sur-Noye Stat., 6.57 ft., 
near the village of Qaincampoix. 

10 m. Breteuil Stat. Beyond, the 
country becomes more interesting, and 
the views picturesque. 

[4 m. N. is the village of FoUeviUe, 
with the ruins of a castle of the l.'Sth 
cent, taken by the English in 1439, 
and a ch. (M. H.) containing fine 
stained glass, and a remarkable tomb 
Df Raoul de Lannoy and his wife.] 

The line reaches the summit-level 
between Breteuil and 

9 m. St.- Just Stat. 

19 m, Clermont'Sur-Oise Stat. {Inn: 
H. Croissant), a prettily situated town 
(Pop. 5743) on the slopes of a hill, 
surmounted by the Castle, which is 
now a Penitentiary for women, the only 
old portion existing being the donjon, 
probably of the 1 1 th cent. The number 
of female prisoners exceeds 1000. It 
was, however, an important fortress 
from the 10th to the 16th cent. ; taken 
by the English 1359 and 1434, and 
by Henri IV. from the troops of the 
League 1595. The elder Cond^, dis- 
gusted with the Court, retired hither 
in .1615, and fortified himself against 
attacks. The H.deVille dates from 
1294 ; the church of St. Samson is of 
the 13th cent. 

From the promenade du Chatellier, 
which surrounds its walls, jutting out 



over the valley, a beautiful view of 
its winding stream is obtained. Cassini 
de Thury, the astronomer and geo- 
grapher, was a native of Clermont. 

5 m. Liancourt Stat. A pretty town, 
which gives a ducal title to the elder 
branch of the family of La Rochefou- 
cault. A statue to tne Duke, the well- 
known philanthropist, has been erected 
in the principal square. The chief 
industry in this flourishing little town 
of 3140 Inhab. is shoemaking, one 
manufactory employing 1200 hands. 
Near this place are seen the first vines. 

4 m. Creil Junct. Stat. {Buffet). 
{Inns: H.delaCouronne; H.de TEpce.) 
A town of 4539 Inhab., on the rt. bank 
of the Oise. • On an island in the river 
are remains of the old Castle in which 
Charles'; VI, was shut up during his mad- 
ness; rebuilt 15th- 16th cent., and de- 
stroyed since the Revolution ; and near 
it a small desecrated cA., St. Eoremont, 
a pretty building of 12th cent., in ruins. 
There is a parish CA., peculiar in its 
ground-plan, and singular in having 
within it a large open chimney sup- 
ported by corbels. There is a massive 
bridge, also a large earthenware manu- 
factory', at Creil. 

Creil stands at the junction of 5 lines 
of railway : 1. to Paris direct by Chan- 
tilly; 2. to Paris by Pontoise (12 m. 
longer) ; 3. to Gournay by Beauvais 
(Rte. 4) ; 4. to Cologne by Compiegne 
(Rte. 183), Noyon, St.-Quentin, and 
Erquelines; 5.; to Calais, &c., and W. 
Belgium by Amiens. 

The direct line to Paris turns out of 
that to Pontoise (see below) soon after 
leaving Creil Stat. The river Oise is 
crossed on a bridge of 3 arches. The 
rly. traverses the stone-quarries of St. 
Maximin, which for ages have fur- 
nished building-stone for Paris. Some 
of the old galleries are bridged over 
by the line, which is carried in a 
deep and long cutting, out of which 
was obtained free-stone for the con- 
struction of the Viaduct of ChantiUy, 
traversing the valley of La Nonnette, a 
handsome structure of 36 arches, 66 ft. 
high in the centre, where they rest on 
piles. 

6 m. Chantilly Junct. Stat. (Inns: H. 
du Grand Cerf, best ; H. de la Pelouze, 
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tolerable ; H. d'Aagleterre), a town of 
3322 Inhab. The splendid chateau, 
built by the grandson of the Grand 
Conde, in the reign of Louis XV., was 
levelled by the mob at the first Revolu- 
tion. The iStoWe« remain — a splendid 
pile, capable of lodging 180 horses, 
but unfinished, at the e:;tremity of the 
Grande Rue, rt. The Great Cond6 
here spent his latter years, after retiring 
from military life, in the society of 
Racine, Boileau, Bossuet, and the other 
literary men of his age. 

Conde took great pride in this beau- 
tiful retreat, and pleasure in embel- 
lishing it ; and when Louis XIV., who 
had a claim on it, indicated a desire to 
obtain possession, he said, '^ Vous etes 
le maitre: mais j'ai une grace ^ de- 
mander k V. M., c'est de me laisser k 
Ghantilly comme votre concierge;" 
and the king had the good taste 
not to insist. Conde*s affairs were 
never in a more desperate condition 
than at the moment when he was ho- 
noured by a visit from his cousin and 
sovereign, 1671 ; nevertheless, nothing 
could exceed the magnificence of the 
entertainment, rendered memorable by 
the suicide of Vatel the cook, who ran 
himself through with his sword in des- 
pair because the fish did not arrive in 
time for dinner.* 

Ghantilly, one of the most beautiful 
spots in the vicinity of Paris, abounds 
in interest and in souvenirs of its most 
distinguished owner. A noble author,! 
who visited it in 1841, has touchingly 
described its vast natural forest, its 
limpid and purling streams, its green 
Arbele poplars, which have taken root 
in the ruins of the Grand Chateau, and 
now quite overshadow them, its green 
turf drives, and its hedges of haw- 
thorn. Le Petit Chateau, built by the 
Montmorencys, is one of the most 
charming monuments of the style of 
the Renaissance in France. It is sur- 
rounded by water, and consequently 
the lower stoiy is scarce habitable. The 
state rooms and gallery were adorned 
down to 1852 with the Battles of the 
Grand Conde, painted by Van der 

• See Mad. de Sevl^ne's * Letters.* 
f Lord Mahon : ' Life of Conde.' ■ 



Meulen, now removed to the Due 
d'Aumale's, Twickenham. 

The Chapel contains a rich altar- 
screen in the style of the Renaissance, 
brought from Ecouen : a series of fine 
painted glass windows by B. Palissy, 
representing the story of Psyche, after 
Raphael's designs, is also now at Twick- 
enham. After the death pf the Due 
de Bourbon in 1850, the last of the 
line of Cond^, Ghantilly became the 
property of the Due d'Aumale, his 
godson, and son of King Louis Phi- 
lippe. Le Petit Chateau is shown, 
and ought to be visited. The estate 
was sold December, 1853, in con- 
sequence of Napoleon III.'s confisca- 
tion decree regarding the property 
of the Orleans family, to the Eng- 
lish bankers Coutts and Co., for 11 
million francs. An Hospital, built 
and endowed by the last Prince de 
Conde, remains a monument of his 
munificence to the town. 

The Jardin Anglais was laid out be- 
fore the Revolution ; the French garden 
is in bad taste — it has a noble Teirace. 

The park and grounds are very beau- 
. tiful, and are readily shown to sti'angers. 
The forest adjoining them has an ex- 
tent of 6700 acres. There is some 
very fine turf here. Ghantilly is now 
the Newmarket and the Goodwood of 
France ; and the principal horse-races 
of France take place here in May, Sep- 
tember, and October. Several hundred 
English grooms and jockeys are main- 
tained here. A Church has been built 
for the English, 

The body of the aged Admiral Go- 
ligny, the noblest victim of the mas- 
sacre of St. Bartholomew, after having 
been hung up by the heels on the 
gibbet of Montfaucon, was secretly 
brought hither by Montmorency, and 
buried in the parish ch. without the 
head, which was conveyed to Gath. de 
Medicis. Hither have been removed 
from the Ch. of St. Paul at Paris, the 
hearts of the princes of Conde, with a 
touching inscription from the pen of 
the Due d'Aumale, alluding to- his 
unmerited exile from France. 

Ghantilly gives its name to a kind of 
silk lace {blonde), little of whichj how- 
ever, is made in the town itself but in 

c 2 
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the 20 or 30 neighbouring communes, 
the artificers being women and children. 
There are several large establishments; 
but they only give out the patterns and 
materisds, the work being executed at 
the homes of the lacemakers otit of the 
town. 

Brtinch Ely, to Crepy-en-Valois, by 
Senlis (see Ute. 183). 

The rly* to Paris is carried through 
the forest, which covers an area of 5852 
acres. 

A fine view is seen in crossing the 
Viaduct (llOO ft. long, 130 high) 
of 15 arches over the Theve val- 
ley. Just below appear the Ponds, 
or Etangs de Comelle ; on the dam at 
the margin is a modem Gothic Castle, 
called Chateau de la Loge de Viarmes, 
on the site of one said to have been 
built by Queen Blanche of Castille, 
mother of St. Louis. Three avenues 
traverse the ponds; and here grand 
stag-hunts were held by the royal 
princes. 

Not far from Viarmes is the ruined 
Cistercian Abbey of Royaumont, 
founded by St. Louis, 1230, who often 
retired hither from the world, tending 
the sick and eating with the monks. 
A wall and turret of the church, with 
bits of the refectory and cloister, alone 
remain, and are now converted into a 
cotton-mill. The valley of the Oise 
m this vicinity is very rich. 

7 m. LuzarcheS'Survilliers Stat. The 
town, 1470 Inhab., lies on rt. 

Luzarches has an interesting Church 
of the end of the 12th or begin- 
ning of the 13th cent. : its portrd is 
ornamented with curious sculptures of 
martyred saints ; and a fragment of a 
square donjon and a chapel, remains 
of a castle of the French kings, exist 
on the top of the hill. 

1§ m. from the stat. is Surmlliers; 
its chateau formerly belonged to 
King Joseph Bonaparte, from which 
he took his title of Comte de Sur- 
villieis, preserved during his long 
exile; that of CJiamplatreuXt the seat 
for centuries of the great judicial 
family of Mole, is now that of the 



Due d'Ayen, their descendant in the 
female line, the male being extinct. 

7 m; Villien h Btl Stat., l| m^ from 
the town, on a hill: PoJ). 2107. 

[4 m. from here is EcoUeiii a town 
of 1296 Inhabi, celebrated for its ch&- 
teaU) the seat of the Montmorencys, 
from whom it passed by inheritance 
to the Condds. It was erected in the 
16th cent, by Jean Bullant *, confiscated 
during the first RevolntioU) it was con- 
verted into a barrack ; in 1807 it be- 
came a house of education for the 
daughters of members of the Legio 
of Honour, under the direction of 
Madame Campan, which being re- 
moved during the Bourbon rule to St.- 
Denis, Ek^oueu devolved to the Condes ; 
it is now a school for the daughters of 
military men. The elegant chapel is 
a chef-d'cBUvre in the style of the Re- 
naissance.] 

3 m. Pierrefitte Stat. 

Our rly. falls into the loop-line from 
Pontoise shortly before reaching 

2 m. St.'Denis Stat. See below. 



Creil to Paris hy Pontoise. ' 

KIL Miles/ 

Creil to St.-Leu ... 7 4 

Beaumont 21 13 

Pontoise 39 24 

Ermont 53 33 

Enghien 56 34 

Paris 6S 42 

4 m. St.-Leu'd*Esserent Stat. The 
Ahbef/ Ch, (M. H.), close to the Stat., 
is one of the finest in the dis- 
trict. It has, at the W. end, one steeple 
remaining out of two, with an inclosed 
porch or narthex, a chamber over the 
porch, all of circular Trans, vork, be- 
longing to a former ch. of 1 140. The 
rest of the ch. is early pointed, of the 
finest character. The Lady Chapel has 
2 storeys, the upper one opening into 
the triforium. It has 2 towers, in place 
of transepts, fianking the choir. Por- 
tions of cloister and of the abbey build- 
ings,including a gateway, remain. The 
hill above is pierced with stone^uarries 
of great extent. 

9 m. Beattmont'Sur'Oise Stat., a 
town of 2560 Inhab., surmounted by 
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a ruined tower, part of its old castle. 
Church 13th cent, 

4 m. Isle Adam Stat., from which 
the baronial family of Villiers derives 
its title. 

4 m. Auvers Stat. Fine Church. 
Pretty country to 

3 m. Pontoifle Stat. (Buffet). (Inns: H. 
Grand Cerf ; H. des Messageries.) A 
town of 6287 Inhab., occupies a steep 
slope above the river Oise, here tra- 
vereed by a bridge, whence its name. It 
is famous for its fatted calves and flour. 
The Vionne, which here joins the Oise, 
turns numerous com-mUls. The Ch. 
of St, Maclou is an interesting edifice 
presenting various styles, from the 1 1th 
to the 1 5th ; there is some painted glass 
in a chapel near the principal entrance. 
The Palais de Justice is a Gothic 
building. 

Pontoise is a place of some historical 
interest. St. Louis, attacked bv a 
violent illness, was here warned by a 
voice from heaven to assume the cross 
— 1244. During the hard winter of 
1437, when the ground was covered 
with snow, the English took the town 
by surprise, through an ingenious ruse 
of Talbot, who clothed his soldiers in 
white, under cover of which, in the 
obscurity of the night, they reached 
the foot of the walls unobserved by the 
garrison. 

[Rly. ' to Chaumont, 16 m., and 
Gisors, 24 m.] 

.5 m, Herhlaij Stat. 

[Excursion to St.-Leu-Tavemy, 4 m, 
on 1., celebrated for its chateau and park, 
which, before the first Revolution, 
belonged to the Due d'Orleans, and 
was the fevourite residence of Ma- 
dame de Genlis. In the time of Na- 
poleon I. it was given to Queen Hor- 
tense, mother of the present Emperor, 
and after the Kestoration became the 
property of tlie Due de Bourbon, who 
ended his days there mysteriously, 
being found hanging to a window- 
bolt in his bed-room. Not a trace 
remains of the ch&teau of the last of 
the Cond^s, and even the grounds are 
completely altered. It was purchased by 
the Bande Noire, sold for its materials, 
^nd streets built on the site, one appro- 
priately cj^lle4 Rue ^es Y»p4ales, The 



Orleans family have erected on the 
spot an octagonal monument to the 
family of Cond^. 

The village ch. was rebuilt, 1863, by 
Napoleon III., and 4 of his ancestors 
lie buried in it; Charles of Corsica, 
father of the first Napoleon, died 1785 ; 
the King of Holland, father of Na- 
poleon III., and two of the latter's 
brothers. Marshal Ney and his sister 
are also interred here.] 

9 m. Ermont Junct Stat. Branch 
rly. 5 m^ by Argenteuil to Asnieres 
(see lite. 8). 

6 m. Enghien Stat. Enghien-les- 
Bains (Inn: H. des Quatre Pavilions) is 
a verj' pretty village (Pop. 804) on the 
borders of a lake, the Etang de Mont- 
morency, with a Bat/ting Establishment 
supplied with medicinal waters from a 
sulphureous spring. Not only on this 
account, but for the beauty of its situa- 
tion and environs, it is much frequented 
by the Parisians as a sort of French 
Richmond. The walks in the Fare de 
St. Gratien, where Princess Mathilde 
Bonaparte has a chateau, are pleasant. 

[Rly. to li m. Montmorency (Inn: 
H. Cheval Blanc), a dirty town 14 m. 
distant from Paris. Its fine Gothic ch.^ 
of the 16th cent., contains some good 
painted glass. 

In the house, 47, Rue de St. Brice, 
called VErmitage, about i m, oAl", Rous- 
seau resided 1756-58, and wrote there 
his * Nouvelle Heloise.' It was then the 
property of Madame d*£pinay, and 
really a peasant's cottage, fitted up for 
Rousseau, to prevent his returning to 
Geneva. It was afterwards occupied 
by Gr^try the composer, who died in it 
1813. It still exists, but built into 
a large and more modem mansion. 
Nothing of Rousseau now remains ex- 
cept perhaps the garden.] 

^The rly. from Enghien passes near 
Epinay, and is carried past one of the 
detached forts (la Briche) which sur- 
round Paris, and skirts Crt.) the margin 
of the Seine shortly before reaching 

3 m. St.-Dems Junct. Stat., about 
1 m. W. of the town : omnibus to the 
square of the Abbey meet all the trains. 

This town, of 26,117 In^ab., hv^^ 
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become the seat of numerous manu- 
factures, but its only interest for the 
traveller will be its celebrated Abbey 
Church, for a description of which, up 
to the latest period, we must refer onr 
readers to that given in the Handbook 
of Paris, 

The Abbey of St Vents, one of 
the most important and wealthy reli- 
gious foundations in France : its abbots 
were powerful lords ; Turpin was chan- 
cellor to Charlemagne, and Suger prime 
minister to St. Liouis. 

The Abbei/ Ch. has been the burial- 
place of the kings of France from 
the time of Dagobert (688), and is a 
building of great interest, in spite of 
the dilapidations of revolutionary vio- 
lence, which the restorations carried 
on under Napoleon, the Bourbons, 
Louis -Philippe, and the late Em- 
peror, have not entirely repaired, 
and can never atone for. Indepen- 
dently of its historic interest, the works 
lately executed have made it one of 
the most magnificent and gorgeous 
Gothic edifices in the world. The 
W. front was flanked by 2 towers, that 
on the S. rebuilt since 1847. The 
other, together with its very fine spire 
of the 13th, has been taken down to 
prevent its fall. The fa9ade is in the 
Romanesque style, having been raised 
by Abbot Suger, who entirely rebuilt 
theCh.of Dagobert 1137-41. OfSuger's 
work, besides the W. end, little more re- 
mains tlian the lower part of the choir 
and the E. chapels. The crypt is of 1 1th 
cent., and it contains a " Martyrium** 
of the 9th or 10th. It was in the porch 
of St. Denis that Henri IV. abjured the 
Protestant £iith. Over the central por- 
tal, which is Semicircular, is a bas-relief 
of the Last Judgment. A vestibule, 
crowded with piers to support the 
towers, leads into the nave, which, with 
the transepts and upper part of the 
choir, are of about 1240-45. The ch. 
is about 92 ft. high and 354 ft. long. 
The choir and nave are 40 ft. wide, 
with stone vaults. 

In front of the raised choir is the 
High Altar. On the rt. of it is the 
monument of Dagobert, a singular 
Gothic structure, raised to his memory 
by St, Louis ; th^ eflBgy i^ modern ; that 



of his Queen Nanthilda is a fine work 
of the 13th cent. ; so are the bas-reliefs 
represputing the pretended vision of a 
hermit, who reported that he had seen 
Dagobert in a boat pursued and scourged 
by devils, but defended by St. Denis, 
St. Martin, and St. Maurice. 

In the transepts stand 3 splendid 
monuments, in the style of the Renais- 
sance, (a) of Louis XII. and Anne of 
Brittany, whose recambent effigies in 
marble are surrounded in niches by 
12 sitting statues of the Apostles, 
admirable for design, attitude, and exe- 
cution. The bas-reliefs round the base 
represent the battle of Agnadel and 
the entry of Louis into Milan. This 
monument is the work of Jean Juste 
of Tours, 1591. (6) Of Henri II. and 
Catherine of Medicis his queen, said 
to have been designed by Philibert 
Delorme and executed by Germain 
Pilon. The royal effi^es are twice re- 
peated ; below recumbent as dead, above 
kneeling : at the 4 comers are figures 
of the Cardinal Virtues in bronze. 

(c) The cenotaph of Francis I. and 
Claude his queen, begun 1552, from 
designs of Germain Pilon, and othei*s. 
The recumbent effigies are by Philibert 
Delorme, as well as the elegant ara- 
besques which decorate the canopy. Tho 
frieze running round the base of the 
monument represents, in a series of 
marble bas-reliefs of good execution, 
the battles of Cerisolles and of Man* 
gnano. The canopy is surmounted by 
statues of Francis and his queen, with 
their 3 children. 

In other parts of the church are placed 
monumental columns to Henri III., 
assassinated by Jacques Clement 1589 ; 
to Francis II., husband of Mary 
Queen of Scots, its base surrounded by 
weeping angels; a pillar in memory 
of Henri IV. ; the effigy of Dugues- 
clin, whose Talour and renown pro- 
cured for him, as Turenne's did in later 
times, burial in the company of kings, 
but availed not to save their ashes 
from sacrilegious dispersion by the re- 
publicans; Duguesclin's is remarkable 
for its diminutive size. 

The choir and its side chapels glow 
with modern decoration in painting and 
gilding. Tl^e win4ows are mostly filled 
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with modem painted glass, a very- 
small portion of the old having escaped 
the fury of the Revolutionists. The 
chapel of the Virgin alone retains 
some of that with which Abbot Suger 
decorated the building in 1140: it is 
regarded as some of the oldest in France. 
06s. a Tree of Jesse ; also some good 
tile-mosaics in the Chap, of St. Cucu- 
phas, of Suger's time. A red flag sus- 
pended behind the altar supplies the 
place of the once-venerated Oriflamme, 
the standard of the realm of France, but 
not used in battle since the time of 
Charles VII. It was originally the 
church flag of the Abbey of St. Denis, 
which was delivered by the abbot to 
the military guardian of the church 
whenever he went forth to fight its 
battles, and was supposed to secure 
victory to those who bore it. It sup- 
planted St. Martin's cloak, which had 
previously served as the royal^standard 
of France. 

In the aisles, transepts, and chapels 
opening into it, have been ranged most 
of the monuments which were formerly 
in the corridors beneath the choir, the 
space having been reserved to the vaults 
of the last Bourbon sovereigns, and of 
the Imperial family of the late dy- 
nasty. In the former lie the supposed 
remains of Louis XVI. and Marie 
Antoinette, removed from the cemetery 
of the Madeleine, of Louis XVIII., &c. 
Those of the first Napoleon still lie at 
the Invalides, although preparations 
have been' made to receive them at 
St. Denis; a door from beneath the 
high altar leads into these 2 deposi- 
tories. 

This long range of Royal tombs, 
which since the recent restorations 
now again decorate the upper ch., 
have been arranged chronologically 
by M. VioUet le Due; they are 
quite empty, in consequence of a 
decree of the Convention of 1793 
ordering the destruction of the tombs 
of the kings at St. Denis. In the course 
of 3 days 51 tombs were opened, 
rifled, and demolished; and the bodies 
of kings, queens, and princes, in every 
stage of decay, cast out in an indis- 
criminate heap into 2 trenches, hastily 
dug without the walls of the church, 



after being subjected to every species 
of indignity. A soldier with hS 
sabre cut the beard from the nearly 
perfect corpse of Henri IV. to wear it 
as a moustache on his own lip ; and the 
valiant Turenne's body, so little in- 
jured by time that the likeness to his 
portrait was still recognised, was stuck 
into a glass case, and made a show to 
gratify idle curiosity. The mutilated 
monuments were conveyed, with relics 
of saints and church - plate, to Paris, 
and owe their preservation and resto- 
ration to the praiseworthy zeal and 
care of M. le Noir, founder of the 
Mus^e des Petits Augustins. For 12 
years after this sacrilege the Abbey 
Ch. of St. Denis, stripped of its lead to 
furnish bullets, remained roofless ; hav- 
ing first been oflPered for sale for the 
value of the building -materials, and 
next used as a market-house. Napo- 
leon I., however, undertook its restora- 
tion, and caused the desecrated sepul- 
chral vaults of the Bourbons to be 
fitted up as a mausoleum for his own 
family. His design, frustrated by the 
Restoration, has been parried out by 
Napoleon III. The vaults below the 
high' altar contain the confused mass 
of royal bones, withdrawn by order 
of Louis XVIII. from the ditch into 
which they had been cast, together 
with the burnt remains of Louis XVI. 
and Marie Antoinette, the coffins of 
Louis XVIII. and others of his family. 
In a corner lies the last Cond^, father 
of the Due d*Enghien, who died at 
St.-Leu. 

Between 1806-47, 290,000?. have been 
expended on the restoration of St. 
Denis. Napoleon's commencement was 
followed up by the Restoration; but 
what had then been done was not con- 
sidered in good taste by Louis Philippe, 
who, besides repairing and improving, 
pulled down and replaced much that 
had been put up by his two predeces- 
sors. The late Emp. Napoleon III. had 
intrusted the restoration of the ch. to 
the care of M. VioUet le Due, than 
whom there is no more experienced 
architect in Europe, from his know- 
ledge of Gothic. Under his manage- 
ment great changes have been made, 
with the object of bringing back the 
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«ch. to the state in which it was 
in 1707, and the works are still pro- 
ceeding. 

E. of the oh. is La Maison imp^riale, 
occupying the buildings of the ancient 
abbey, and devoted to the education 
of 400 daughters of members of the 
order of la Legion d'Honneur. 

On leaving St.-Denis, the Rly . crosses 
the canal de St.-Denis by an iron 
bridge, and the Plaine de) St.-Denis, 
before cutting through the line of 
Fortifications of Paris, passing (rt.) Jhe 
hill of Montmartre and the Hospital 
Lariboissi^re, before reaching the 

Paris Terminus (Buffet), a grand 
railway station. Place Roubaix. — See 
Murray's Handbook of Paris. 

Hotels and Inns. — Hotet Bridal, Place 
Vendome, perhaps the best in Paris, 
patronised by our Royal family and 
the leading members of the British 
and foreign aristocracy ; the owners, 
Messrs. Bachmeyer and Morlock, are 
most obliging and attentive persons, 
speaking our language fluently. E.6tel 
du BMn, in the same square, also 
good. Grand Hotel, on the Boule- 
vard des Capucines, and Hdiel du 
Louvre in the Rue de Rivoli — two 
colossal establishments belonging to 
a joint-stock company, magnificently 
furnished, and, though the tariff at both 
these hotels has been lowered since the 
late war, expensive as regards apart- 
ments, the charge for which depends on 
the floor upon which they are situated ; 
tables d'hote at 6 p.m., 5 francs, inch 
wine, the society at which is rather 
of a mixed character (see Handbook of 
Paris). H. Westminster, in the Rue 
de la Paix, good ; charges as at the 
H. Bristol. B. Chatham, Rue Neuve 
St. Augustin, a very comfortable 
family hotel, situation convenient ; 
good table d'hote at 5 fr. H, des 
Ueux Mondes. H, Meurice, in the Rue 
de Rivoli, belonging to an English 
joint-stock company, much frequented 
by English and Americans. H. Brigh- 
ton, also in the Rue Rivoli, quiet, clean, 
and with moderate charges. H. Windsor 
and H. Wolfram in the same street. The 
hotels in the Rue de Rivoli have the 
great advantfig^ of ft sunny look-o^t in 



winter, the vicinity to the Tuileries 
gardens^ a covered walk in rainy wea- 
ther under its arcades, &c. H Castig- 
lione, de Londres, Venddme, and WaL- 
(her ; all in the Rue Castiglione : good. 
H. Miraheau with table d hdte, de Hol^ 
landCf in the Rue de la Paix. H» de 
Lille et d* Albion, de St. James, de 
France, and de Bath, in the Rue St. 
Honore'. H, Bedford, in the Rue de 
TArcade ; and VoutUemont, in the Rue 
des Champs Elysees ; JET. Byron, Rue 
Lafitte, comfortable, table d'hdte 5 frs., 
incl. wine. In the first-class hotels 
there are seldom tables d'hdte, which 
renders them more expensive. The 
hotels near the rly. stations are second- 
rate. Lodgings in hotels, as well as all 
other charges, have increased consider- 
ably in Paris of late years. (For fur- 
ther information on this subject, see 
Handbook of Paris.) 

Bestaurants. — The best are on the 
Boulevard des Italiens ; Vefour's, and 
the Trois Freres Proven9aux, Palais 
Royal; Philippe, Rue Montorgeuil, 
celebrated for its cuisine and wines. 

Galignani's Reading Room, in the Rue 
de Rivoli, No. 224, will prove a great 
resource to the Englishman in Paris: 
here he will find all the best newspapers 
of different countries; he will meet 
with his friends, a list of his country- 
men visiting or residing in Paris, 
and may supply himself with books, 
or subscribe to the circulating library. 
GalignanVs Messenger is a capital 
paper, condensing all the news oi the 
English papers without reference to 
politics. It is a comfort to have it 
sent after the traveller from place to 
place as he moves about the Conti- 
nent, which MM. G. will undertake 
to do. 

M. Xavier, Rue de la Banque, near 
the Bourse, keeps a very extensive 
assortment of English and foreign 
books, guide-books, travelling maps, 
&c. Amyot, in the Rue do la Paix, 
for French works, the newest publica- 
tions, ^. 



PlOiVTJDy. 



Jiouie 4. — Ci'eil to Gournay, 



83 



ROUTE 4. 

CREIL TO OOUBNAY BY BEAUVAIS — 
BAIL. 

Creilto Kil. Miles. 

Mouy Bury .... 15 9 

Heilles 20 13 

Jieauvais ...... 37 23 

(journay 66 41 

A branch rly., 41 m., connects Creil 
(Itte. 3) with Gournay (Rte. Ua). It 
traverses a rich agricultural district, 
offering, however, little interest to the 
traveller, following part of the distance 
the valley of the Therain. Near Olees is 
the handsome Chateau de Mello, and 
^ m. from Heilles that of Mouchy-U- 
Chdtdy belonging to the Duke de 
Mouchy. Near Mausel^ between Rochy 
and Beauvais, are traces of 3 Roman 
highways called the Ghauss^es Brune- 
TiaiU; the village ch. being in the 
Pointed style of the 12th cent. 

23 m. Beauvais Stat. {Inns: H. 
Cygne; H. d' Angleterre), the chief town 
of the d6pt. de TOise, 15,307 Inhab.; 
supposed to stand near the site of the 
Gaulish Bratuspontium mentioned by 
Caisar. The central portion (la Cit^) is 
very ancient, still in part inclosed by its 
old walls, which on the E. side have 
given place to airy boulevards planted 
with trees ; many of the houses are of 
wood. The most conspicuous edifice, 
and the principal oWect of interest 
here, is the *Gathedrai. At a distance 
it appears a heavy and uncouth mass, 
overtopping the rest of the town with 
its prominent roof, which is sup- 
ported by 3 rows of flying buttresses, 
surmounted by double ranges of 
pinnacles rising from broad Buttress 
walls. It was commenced 1225, and 
the design of its founders and archi- 
tects, excited to emulation by the 
splendour of Amiens, which had been 
begun 5 years earlier, seems to have 
been to surpass in vastness and mag- 
nificence all other Gothic edifices. 



They miscalculated, however, the re- 
sources both of their art and their 
treasury, and the result was repeated 
failures ; for the progress of the edifice 
was arrested when it was only half 
finished, and it remains a mere gi- 
gantic choir with the transepts. As 
it is, however, this choir is the loftiest 
in the world, the elevation of the 
roof above the pavement being 153 
ft.— 13 ft. higher than that of the 
cathedral of Amiens ; but though 
more extraordinary, it is less pleas- 
ing than the latter in general effect. 
" The extension of its dimensions up- 
ward is carried to a degree which strikes 
the spectator as exaggeration. Amiens 
is a giant in repose ; Beauvais a colos- 
sus on tiptoe." — W, The choir, 
" though raised to a loftiness that 
strikes the beholder with astonish- 
ment, displays the space between the 
tall and slender pillars so entirely filled 
with glass that the whole range of 
windows only appears like a single 
zone of light supported and separated 
by nothing but narrow muUions situ- 
ated at wide intervals.** To increase 
the wonder of the building, the architect 
designed to support it on half the num- 
ber of piers employed at present ; but 
in spite of the iron braces used to hold 
the piers in their places, the walls 
bulged out, and the roof and central 
tower fell 1284. The only means, 
then, of maintaining the building was 
by inserting intermediate piers in the 
wide spaces left between the original 
ones, which was done in the end of the 
same cent. After that the work was 
stopped for many years by the wars. 
The transepts, begun 1500, under 
Bishop Villiers de Tile Adam (who, 
as well as his brother the Grand 
Master of St. John of Jerusalem, were 
born at Beauvais"), by the architects 
Jean Waast and Martin Cambiche, and 
finished 1555, are a fine example of 
the Flamboyant style. 

One compartment of the nave was 
actually beg\m when the architects 
(moved, it is said, by a vain ambition 
to rival the height of the dome of 
St. Peter's) abandoned it to raise a 
tower 455 ft. high, which tumbled 
down 1573. 

c 3 
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In the interior the effect of the 
admirable painted glass, executed in 
the best period of the art, is very rich. 
That in the N. and S. rose-windows 
is attributed to Nicholas Lepot or 
Leprince, and that in some of the 
side chapels to Augrand Leprince, 
both celebrated as artists in this line 
in the 16th cent. In the choir are 
hung 8 of the tapestries representing 
histories of SS. Peter and Paul, after 
cartoons of Raphael now at Hampton 
Court, for the manufacture of which 
}3eauyais was celebrated, and which 
preceded by 3 years that of the Gobelins. 
The moniiment, in the N. aisle of the 
choir, of Cardinal Forbin Janson, 
surmounted by his kneeling effigy, is 
by Nicholas Coustou (1738). 

The entrances to the Cathedral are 
by the transepts: the portal at the 
extremity of the S. transept is loaded 
with flamboyant decorations, though, 
from the fury of iconoclasts, it has lost 
the statues which filled the niches. 
It is surmounted by a noble rose -win- 
dow, of very rich tracery. The painted 
glass, probably by Leprince, represents 
the creation of the Jewish people, with 
SS. Peter and Paul, the Great Doctors 
of the Church, &c. The facade of 
the N. transept has very much the 
character of English Perpendicular 
Gothic; its portal, deeply recessed, 
with feathered mouldings to the arches, 
retains its original carved doors, which 
are surmounted by a bas-relief, in the 
tympanum, of a genealogical tree; 
the escutcheons suspended from the 
branches. 

A ruinous building called the Basse 
CEuvre, on the W. of the cathedral, 
occupying part of the space which the 
nave, if carried out, would have 
covered, is one of the most ancient 
buildings in France (6th or 7th cent.). 
It has precisely the form of a Eoman 
basilica, a nave with square piers and 
plain round arches, side-aisles, and 
clerestory with plain round-headed win- 
dows, covered with flat ceiling. The 
apse was destroyed not long ago. 

St, Eti&nne. The nave (1 2th cent.) 
exhibits the transition from Roman- 
esque to Gothic ; it is very plain, with 
round pier-arches, and round-headed 



clerestory windows. Tlie choir, much 
loftier, with double aisles is of 1 5th 
cent. The W. front resembles an early 
English front. The painted glass is 
good. In one of the apse chapels is a 
fine Tree of Jesse. I6th cent. In the 
N. transept is a wheel-of- fortune rose- 
window, with figures ascending and 
descending. The Bishop's Palace^ now 
the Palais de Justice, rebuilt in the 
15th cent., has externally the aspect of 
a castle surrounded by walls, and its 
entrance flanked by 2 large round 
towers. 

Cffisar thus mentions the Bellovaci, 
or ancient inhabitants of the district 
round Beauvais: ** Plurimum inter 
Belgas Bellovacos et virtute et aucto- 
ritate, et hominum numero valere.'' 

The most remarkable event in the 
annals of Beauvais is its Siege by 
Charles the Bold in 1472, wlien,*being 
destitute of garrison, it might have 
fallen by a coup de main, had not 
its citizens boldly closed their gat^es 
in the face of an army of 80,000 Bur- 
gundians, and maintained an obstinate 
resistance until succour arrived from 
Paris. The peculiar feature in this 
defence was the part which the wives 
and daughters or the townsfoU^ took 
in it, guarding the walls, and sharing 
in all the perils of the men. The 
chief heroine, Jeanne Hachette, ap- 
peared upon the breach at the moment 
of the fiercest assaults, seized a Bar- 
gundian standard which a soldier was 
endeavouring to plant on the walls, 
and, hurling the bearer to the bottom, 
bore it off in triumph into the town. 
Louis XI. rewarded the valour of the 
citizens by releasing tliem from taxes, 
and complimented the ladies by an 
ordonnance authorising them to take 
precedence of the men in the procession 
of St. Angadr^me, instituted to com- 
morate the raising of the siege. This 
procession is still kept up, on the Sun- 
day nearest the 14th Oct. ; the females 
lead the way, carrying the banner so 
valorously ac(]^uired by Jeanne Ha- 
chette, which IS preserved in the 11, 
de Ville, A statue of the heroine, 
whose real name was Jeanne Laine, 
by Debray, has been erected in the 
Place de I'Hotel de Ville. 
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At an earlier period (1357) Beau- 
vais was the centre of the rwolt of 
he serfs against their lords, called 
Zm Jacquerie, from Jacques Bon- 
homme (Goodman James), the familiar 
sobriquet of the peasantry. It ex- 
tended over several provinces before 
it was put down by the armed force 
of the seigneurs banded together, and 
with fearnil cruelty. Froissart thus 
describes an instance of wholesale ven- 
geance performed upon the rebellious 
peasants by the Duke of Orleans, the 
Count of Foix, and the Captal de Buch : 
" They set fire to the town and burned 
it clean, and all the villagers of the town 
that they could close therein. 
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ROUTE 5. . 

AMIENS TO BOUEM — RAILWAY. 

This (3 trains daily in 5 hrs.) line 
will be most convenient for traveliers 
proceeding from England and Belgium 
to the western parts of France, and es- 
pecially to Rouen and Havre, the great 
detour by Paris being avoided. 

On leaving Amiens the line gradu- 
ally ascends to gain the tabie-land 
between the valley of the Somme 
and the Bresle. 

17 m. Foix Stat.f on the old post- 
road from Abbeville to Beauvais, a 
town of 1436 Inhab., which gives a 
ducal title to the Noailles family. 
From Poix, passing the stats, of 
FotuUoy, Ahanoourt, and Formerie, the 
line reaches its greatest elevation, 226 
metres, before entering Normandy. 

22 m. Gaillsfontaine Junct. Stat, 
The towu of this name is 2 m, on it. of 
the Stat. ; it contains 1700 Inhab. Its 
cajBtle, of which little remains, was 
erected in 1050, by William the Con- 
queror. From Gaillefontaine branch 
off the rlys. to Neufch&tel and Dieppe, 
and the continuation of the latter to 



Paris, by Gournay, Gisors, Magn\, 
and Pontoise (Rte. 11a). 

5 m. Serqueux Forges-leS'Eaux Stat.^ 
2 m. from the town (Inn : H. Lion d'Or), 
A town of 1739 Inhab., and watering- 
place, possessing 3 mineral springs of 
some repute — La Heinette, La Royale^ 
and La Cardinals; the two last 
named from Louis XIII. and Car- 
dinal Richelieu, who visited Forges to 
drink the waters in 1632, the period 
of their greatest celebrity, in conse- 
quence of Anne of Austria, after 
having been childless for 18 years, 
here becoming enceinte with Louis 
XIV. ; — an event which was attributed 
to the effects of these waters. There is 
an EtablissemerU Thermal, with baths, 
reading-rooms, &c., in the lower part of 
the town. The waters are chalybeate, 
and useful in lymphatic affections, 
chronic disorders of the stomach, &c. 

6 m. S&mmery Stat., village of 860 
Inhab., in a wooded district, on leaving 
which the rly. penetrates the hills by a 
long tunnel of 1627 yards. 

5 m. Monterollier - Buchy Stat. 
There is some good painted glass in 
the parish church, representing the 
martyrdom of St. Peter. The rly. 
from Buchy to Rouen continues through 
a fine country to 

14 m. Darnetal Stat., on the Aubette, 
in the midst of a district abounding in 
villas and manufactories, from which, 
following the valley of the Olarette, 
having the Hill of St. Catherine on 1., 
it runs beneath the line from Rouen to 
Havre to gain the stat. at Rouen, in 
the suburb of Martainville, near the 
boulevard of the same name at the W, 
extremity of the city. 

There is a second line to Rouen 
from MonteroUiers by Clferes, where it 
joins the Dieppe and Rouen one (Rte. 
6), but it is 11 m. louger. 

3 m. Rotten Stat. (Rte. 8). 
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breeding and fattening grounds for 
oysters are laid down in the Bassins 
de Retenue, which furnish supplies to 
Paris and other towns of the interior. 

^lujlish Cli. service, Sunday at 1 p.m., 
in the old Carmelite convent chapel in 
the Rue de la Barre. 

Diligences to Eu and Treport ; to Fe- 
camp, thence by rail to Havre (Rtfe. 18). 

The JEnuirons of Dieppe, a. About 
2 m. to the E., on the cliffs above the 
sea, is a camp capable of holding many 
thousand men, once attributed to Cajsav, 
but now supposed to be Gallic, and 
called la Cit^ des Limes, It is trian- 
gular in form, defended on the laud- 
side by a rampart in places more than 
50 ft. high. It is near the road to Eu 
(Rte. 18), 18| m. distant, where was 
the Chateau of King • Louis-Philippe 
and a fine Gothic Church, 

h. The excursion* may also be made 
in a boat from Cours Bourbon in 1 ^ hr. 
The most delightful walk, liowever, is 
to the ruins of the * Castle of Arques. 
They are situated in the valley of 
the Bethune, at its junction with the 
Eaulne, about 4 m. S.E. of Dieppe, 
and are celebrated for the momentous 
victory gained beneath the walls 
by Henri IV. and his devoted band 
of 4000 Protestants over the army of 
the League, 30,000 strong, under the 
Due de Mayenne, which decided the 
fate of the Bearnais prince. The ar- 
tillery from its walls contributed not a 
little to the result of that day. " II en 
fut tir^e," says Sully in his Memoirs, 
" une volde de quatre pieces, qui fit 
quatre belles rues dans leurs escSLdxons 
et bataiUons." Three or four more 
discharges not only checked their ad- 
vance, but drove them behind a bend 
of the valley to shelter themselves from 
the cannonade, and from this . check 
they never recovered. The king, ex- 
pecting the Leaguers to debouche down 
the vaUey to attack him, had disposed 
and intrenched his little band accord- 
ingly when he suddenly i^aund the ad- 
vanced guard of the Due de Mayenne 
in his rear, pushing forward to cut him 
off from his stronghold, Dieppe. Henri, 
with great quickness and dexterity, 



changed his front, threw up fresh rana- 
parts to protect his fianks, and managed 
still to keep up his communication with 
Dieppe. Among the heroic traits of 
Henri on that anxious and hard-fought 
day, are his words to M. de Belin, an 
officer of the League, who scornfully 
inquired t^^here Henri's forces were, to 
oppose so large an army : " Vousne les 
voyez pas toutes, car vous ne comptez 
pas Dieu et le bon droit, qui m'as- 
sistent." A rude obelisk, raised on the 
brow of the hill, marks the spot where 
the deadliest struggle occurred. 

The * Cattle occupies a commanding 
position at the end of a tongue of high 
land between two valleys, and covers 
a large area with its ruins; but its 
shattered condition, arising less from 
the hazards of war and the effects of 
time than the dilapidations of man, 
has robbed it of much of its pictu- 
resqueness. Down to the end of the 
last cent., the Government allowed it 
to be pulled to pieces as a mere quarry 
for building-materials. It is difficult 
to fix the age of its shapeless walls, 
deprived of their casing of masonry ; 
but it is probable that the oldest parts, 
viz. the square Donjon and its enclo- 
sure, isolated by a deep fosse cut [in 
the chalk, date from the time of 
Count William, uncle of the Conqueror. 
Our Henry II. rebuilt the castle at 
the end of the 12th cent. ; other por- 
tions are not older than the 15th. 
The English, under Talbot and War- 
wick, again obtained possession of it in 
1419, and kept it for 30 years, down to 
the capitulation of Rouen, by which 
it was yielded to Charles VII. in 
1449 : it now belongs to the de Reiset 
family, to whom it was sold in 1826. 
The main entrance remains fianked 
by 2 massive towers of immense size; 
and portions of the piers of the draw- 
bridge which led to it are still standing, 
but the 3 successive arches of tne gate- 
way are torn into nearly shapeless rents. 

c. Within a pleasant walk from Dieppe 
(4m.), at the pretty but scattered village 
qfVarejtgevUle, stands le Manoird'Ango^ 
built about 1525, the ch&teau of the 
celebrated Dieppois merchant Ango — 
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the host and friend of Francis I. 
Though now converted into a farm- 
house, so little of its external form is de- 
faced that the eye can readily trace the 
decoration which distinguished the style 
of the Renaissance when it was built. 

" The walls are principally con- 
structed of black hewn flint, which, 
alternating with a white stone, produce 
a very beautiful mosaic. The sculp- 
tures with which they are enriched 
are of the most classical and graceful 
form. A number of large medallions 
above the entrance, and along the 
facade of the principal coi*ps de b&ti- 
ment, are remarkable : among them the 
portraits of Francis I. and Diane de 
Poitiers. In the interior are some 
sculptured fireplaces and the remains 
of a large fresco; but thejr^are only 
to be discovered by groping amongst 
the greniers, into which the apart- 
ments have been changed." 

1 m. beyond Varengeville is the 
lighthouse, Phare d^AUly, reached by 
a path along the clitt^ whence a fine 
sea view. 

1 m. farther, across a heath, is St. 
Marguerile, where a fine Roman villa 
was discovered 1847, and is still pre- 
served. — M. H. The village church 
is in part Norman of the 11 th cent., 
ending in an apse. 

Rly. to Rouen, 8 trains daily : time 
1 J to 2 hrs. Terminus beyond the wet- 
dock (bassin-U-flot). Omnibus from 
the Quai, iiO cents. ; fiacres, 1 fr. 
25 cents. Buffet at the station not 
very good. 

A tunnel at Appeville, rather more 
than 1 m. long, carries the rly. into the 
valley of the Scie, up which it runs for 
more than 18 m., crossing it 22 times. 
It is enlivened by several mills in the 
midst of meadows and orchards. 

In the outskirts of Dieppe we cross 
the road to Havre. The high-road to 
Rouen is passed on a level. 1. Beyond 
Sauqueville are the ruins of the Castle 
of Charlesmesnil. The way is varied 
here and there at long intervals by 
villas or ch&teaux, without any claim 
to beauty. The numerous orchards 
are one of the characteristic features of 
Normandy, which is a cider, not wine- 
drinking, province. 



4 m. St.-Avhin Stat., at a short dis- 
tance from the town of Offranville 
on rt. 

7 m. LonyueviUe Stat, stands on the 
domain of an abbey, the chief conven- 
tual building of which is now a cotton- 
mill. Upon the hill over the village, 
on 1., may be perceived the ruins of 
the Castle of LonyueviUe^ celebrated 
during the wars of the Fronde, and 
for the courage and adventures of the 
Duchesse, sister of the Great Coudc. 

5 m. Auffay Stat. A considerable vil- 
lage, with several cotton-mills, a large 
sugar refinery, and tanneries, and a 
pretty Gothic ch., 16th cent. 

Sm.St.'VictorSt&t, William the Con- 
queror was the founder of the abbave 
of St. Victor here ; his statue, of the 
1 3th or 14th cent., occupies a niche 
outside of the ch. ; of the conventual 
buildings the only part remaiiiing is 
the chapter-house, now a wood-store. 
The Scie rises about 100 yards to the 1. 
This will be the nearest Stat, to Neuf- 
ch&tel (Rte. Ha): coaches thither, 
until the direct railway from Paris to 
Dieppe, which will branch off on the 1. 
between here and Cleres, has been 
opened (Rte. 11a). 

[rt. About 3J m. on rt. is Totes. 
(H. Gygne, a small country Inn.) The 
spinning and weaving of cotton furnish 
employment to the inhabitants.] Mills 
and factories increase in number as we 
approach Rouen, the great centre of the 
cotton manufacture in France. 

The summit-level of the line, 487 ft., 
is attained through the long and deep 
cutting of Frichemesnil, leading into 
the Valley of C15res, a little beyond 
which is the 

6 m. CUres Junct. Stat. In one of 
the chapels of the modern ch. are 
several mutilated mediaeval statues. 
The direct line of rly. from Paris to 
Dieppe, by Gisors, Gournay, Forges, 
and Neufch^tel, also a branch of the 
rly. from Amiens to Rouen (Rte. 5), 
join at Clbres. From Cleres the rly. 
descends rather rapidly, passing by 

MonviUe, a large village on the 1. 
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The Dieppe Ely. falls into the line 
from Rouen to Havre near 

4 m. Mcdaunay StBit,^ before reaching 
which the Viaduct of 8 arches, 95 ft. 
high, is crossed. (Rte. 14.) 

The line of houses, factories, and 
chimneys, interspersed with villas, or- 
chards, and gardens, almost uninter- 
rupted, from Malaunay to liouen, may 
remind an Englishman of the clothing 
district of the W. of England. 

Before entering Rouen a pretty view 
is obtained of the blue hills which bor- 
der the Seine ; nor is the atmosphere 
thickened with so dense an envelope of 
smoke 2ls hovers over the great manu- 
facturing centres of England. 

4 m. Maromme Stat. Through 2 
tunnels, one 1270 yards long, partly 
under the suburbs Bovreuil and Cau- 
choise, and the cemetery of St. Ger- 
vais, we reach 

Rouen Stat, (excellent Buffet), Rue 
Verte, on the Boulevard (in Rte. 8). 



ROUTE 8. 

PARIS TO ROUEN— RAILWAY. 

Paris to Kil. Miles. 

J'oissy 27 17 

Meulan 41 25 

HantesJunct. ... 58 36 

Vernon 80 50 

St.-PieiTe-du-Vauvray 

Junot. lOY 66 

OisselJunct 126 79 

Kouen 136 84 

Trains 6 times a day, in about 4 hrs. ; 
Express in 2j hrs. Terminus in Paris, 
Rue St. Lazare. 

This railroad was opened May, 1843. 
Its engineer was Mr. Locke ; many of 
the shareholders, and most of the work- 
men, were English. 

The rly., after passing on a bridge 
over the Rue de Stockholm, and through 
2 tunnels under the Place de TEurope 
and Les BatignoUes, quits Paris, 
emerging on an open plain. The 
village of Clichy is passed on the n., 
and the Seine is crossed by a bridge of 
5 arches before reaching the village of 



Asnieres Stat., on the 1. bank of 
the Seine, here crossed by another 
bridge, below that of the rly. The 
rly. bridge was burned by the insur- 
gents in 1848, and both bridges by the 
French in 1870. The Versailles Rail- 
road (rive droite) and the St.-Gennain 
Railroad branch off to the 1, a little 
beyond this. 

[rt. Branch Rly. 9 m. by Argenteuil 
to Ermont (see Rle. 3).] 

4 m. Colombes Stat., a village, where 
Henrietta Maria, widow of Charles I. 
and daughter of Henri IV., died in 
great poverty, 1669. At Bezons the 
railway recrosses the Seine by a bridge 
of 9 iron arches, each 100 ft. span, on 
stone piers. Beyond this an embank- 
ment continues to the Seine, which is 
traversed for the second time by a 
bridge like the former, leading to 

5 m. Maisons Stat., at the end of 
the avenue leading to the Chateau 
{Inns : H. Talma, once the residence of 
the great tragic actor ; good ; — Le Petit 
Havre). The ch&teau was the property 
of Lafitte, banker and minister of 
Louis-Philippe, was built by Fran9ois 
Mansard, 1658, for the Surintendant 
des Finances Rene' de Longeuil, and is 
a handsome edifice in the Italian style. 
Voltaire wrote his * Zaire ' here, and 
he was here attacked with small- 
pox, which nearly carried him off. 
Before the first Revolution it be- 
longed to the Comte d'Artois, and 
was afterwards given by Napoleon I. to 
Marshal Lannes. The park has been 
cut up into building lots, sold piecemeal, 
and studded over with villas. Access 
is given to the new colony by a bridge 
of wood resting on stone piers. 

The rly. proceeds hence in a cutting 
across the forest of St. Germain, pass- 
ing by Conflans Stat., until it again 
reaches the 1. bank of the Seine a little 
before arriving at 

7 m. Poiflsy Stat. (Inn: H. de Rouen), 
a town of 4973 Inhab., on the 1. bank of 
the Seine, the birthplace of St. Louis 
(1215), who was wont to sign himself 
by the modest style of Louis de Poissy . 
Ihe font at which he was baptized 
is shown in the Parish Ch., a pictu- 
resque and interesting building, prin- 
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cipally of the 12th cent. ; but parts of 
the nave were rebuilt in the 16th and 
17th, the S. porch was badly restored, 
1 825. It is surmounted by 2 octagon 
towers with spires. Under the W. 
tower is a porch of the 10th cent 

The Conference of Pdasy was held 
1561, with the hope of adjusting dif- 
ferences between the Romanist and Cal- 
vinistic churches; Beza, with a train 
of doctors, appearing for the one party, 
and the papal legate, Cardinal Ippolito 
d'Este, for the other; Charles IX. 
attending the first meeting with his 
mother, Catherine de Medicis. But the 
controversialists soon separated, with- 
out having approached to a reconcilia- 
tion, each side believing it had the best 
of the arguments. 

An inconveniently narrow street 
leads to the long bridge of Poissy 
over the Seine, of 37 arches of different 
sizes, including the approaches, built, 
it is said, by St. Louis. The 3 central 
arches were blown up in 1815 to pre- 
vent the passage of the allies; or, as 
some say, so long ago as in 1589, by 
the Due de Mayenne, general of the 
League, to secure a safe retreat for his 
army from the pursuit of the Marechal 
de Biron, who had sacked Poissy be- 
cause it refused to deliver its keys to 
kings Henri III. and IV. 

The cattle-market which used to be 
held here for the supply of Pai'is is 
suppressed. 

4 m. TrieL Stat. In the cA., 15th &; 
16th cents, (rt. bank), is an Adoration 
of the Shepherds, said to be by Pouaain, 
and some good painted glass. Near 
this and at Vaux are extensive plaster- 
of-Paris quarries. 

4m,MeulattStad, (Inn: H. Imperial.) 
This town, on the rt. bank of the 
Seine, is partly built on the slope of 
the hill, partly on an island in the river, 
joined to the banks by old stone bridges. 

5 m. Epone Stat. Here is a fine Ch., 
12th cent. 

The scenery of the valley is very 
pleasing. The banks of the river arc 
enlivened with country houses. The 
rly. runs in a cutting to the W. of the 
town of 



6 m. Xantes Junct. Stat. (Biiffel). 
The rly. to Caen and Cherbourg (Rte. 
25) branches off 1. (/miw : H. Grand Cerf 
— high charges ; H. des Postilions.) This 
town is prettily situated on the margin 
of the Seine, whence it has gained the 
epithet la Jolie. (5345 Inhab.) 

The chief building is the Church of 
Notre Dame, standing a little way 
above the bridge, partly restored 1863-4. 
It is a fine Gothic building ^)f the end 
of the 12th cent. ; the body supported 
by flying buttresses, the roof covered 
with coloured tiles. The portals are 
pointed ; the sculpture which adorned 
them is sadly mutilated. The interior, 
in the early pointed style, is very plea- 
sing ; its most remai'kable feature being 
the height of the triforium gallery 
formed of triple arches, which, being 
carried quite round the E. end, and 
lighted by windows behind, gives a 
cheerful character, to the ch. These 

freat vaulted passages, peculiar to the 
r.E. of France, were perhaps intended 
to afford spectators a good view of the 
numerous processions and ceremonies. 
Oba, the singular mode of vaulting at 
the E. end, with transverse pointed 
barrel-vaults, supported by pillars car- 
rying horizontal imposts. The towei-s 
at the W. end open into the ch., a beau- 
tiful arrangement. The W. rose-win- 
dow (c. 1220) has fine glass of the 
same period, representing the Last 
Judgment. The N.W. tower has beeu 
rebuilt. The whole ch. is as it were a 
reduced copy of Notre Dame, Paris, 
and isjprobably by the same architect.'* 
~D, r. The tower at the W. end has 
been rebuilt. It was erected for Blanche 
of Castille and her son St. Louis by 
Eudes de Montreuil, the architect. 

The solitary Tower of St, Maclou is 
the sole remnant of another ch., built 
in 1344 with the toll dues exacted for 
leave to tow barges through the bridge 
on Sundays and holydays. It is de- 
servedly preserved as a fine light Gothic 
structure. The H. de Ville is Gothic. 

It was among the glowing embers of 
the houses and monasteries of Mantes, 
which William the Conqueror had 
Qftus^4 to b^ burnt, tj^at he received 



42 



Boute 8. — Ttoany — Vernon. 



Beet. 1. 



the injury in his corpulent person, 
caused by his horse starting, Avhich 
proved mortal a few days after at 
Rouen. The castle of the French 
kings, where Henri IV. held the con- 
ferences with the Romish clergy which 
preceded his abjurance of the Protes- 
tant faith, was destroyed by the Regent 
Duke of Orleans. 

3 m. Hosnij Stat., a dirty village, 
contiguous to which, between it and the 
Seine, stands the Chateau, the birthplace 
of Sully, where he was frequently visited 
by his friend and master Henri IV. The 
kmg, having overtaken Sully on the 
road desperately wounded, carried on 
a litter, accompanied by his squires in 
a like plight, fell on his neck and 
affectionately embraced him. The 
chS,teau is a plain solid building of red 
brick, with stone quoins and a high 
tent roof, surrounded by a deep ditch ; 
it was rebuilt by Sully at the beginning 
of the 17th cent. It is destitute of 
architectural beauty extemallv, and 
within has been modernised, although 
one room is still called Chambre de 
Sully. From 1818 down to the Revo- 
lution of 1830, Rosny was the favourite 
residence of the Duchesse de Berri, 
who erected here a chapel to contain 
the heart of her husband. The ch&teau 
has since changed hands repeatedly. 
The grounds extend for some distance 
along the margin of the river, to which 
they owe their sole charm, the ground 
being perfectly flat, and traversed by 
long formal avenues. In skirting the 
forest of Rosny, contiguous to the 
village, we are reminded of the sacrifice 
made by Sully, iti felling in it at one 
time timber to the amount of 100,000 
francs to pay his master's debts. 

A great projecting buttress of chalk 
now intervenes, crowned by the village 
and ch. of Holleboise, round which the 
Seine winds by a widely circuitous 
reach. The rly. pierces this by a 
Tunnel 2237 yards long — driven 
through the chalk and a flinty con- 
glomerate, terminating on the "W ^ at a 
short distance from 

4 m. Bonnieres Stat., the rly. having 
been previously can-ied over the high- 
road by a bridge. {Inn ; 11. du Chemiii 



de Fer.) Hence the railroad runs under 
the high gi'ound close to the river as 
far as 

7 m. Vernon Junct. Stat. (Inn : H. 
du Lion d'Or.) This town (Pop. 7787), 
which, like many others in Normandy, 
gives a name to a noble English &mily , 
is prettily situated, and its interior 
retains a venerable air of antiquity 
in its timber-framed houses; but its 
narrow streets, however picturesque, 
are by no means convenient on a great 
highway of traffic. There is preserved 
an ancient tower ( Tour des Archives), 
tall and massive; and a Gothic Ch., 
the choir of the 1 3th, the nave of the 
1 6th cent., in which one moniunent 
only among many escaped the Revo- 
lution, — that of a lady of the family 
Maignat,— consisting of a kneeling 
effigy in marble (date 1610). At the 
foot of the bridge is an antique 
building, now a mill. During the 
great war English prisoners were con- 
fined in it. Vernon possesses a ?io8- 
pitat founded by St. Louis, a very 
extensive establishment for the con- 
struction of artillery carriages, bar- 
racks, &c., and quarries of building- 
stone on the opposite side of the Seine. 

The Chateau de Bizy, one of the 
finest seats in Normandy, was built by 
the Marechal de Belle-Isle, then became 
the property of the Counts of Eu, and 
afterwards of the Due de Penthi^vrc, 
and was destroyed at the Revolution. It 
is now replaced by a handsome Chateau 
in the Louis XIV. style, built 1866 for 
M. Ferrand Schickler by W. H. White, 
archt. The grounds are beautiful, and 
the walks through them agreeable. 
They are approached by a fine avenue 
near the stat. 

Rly. 26 m. to Gisors, Rte. 11a. 

Vines cease to be cultivated beyond 
Vernon. 

8 m. Gaillon Stat, is about 1 J m. from 
the village on 1., where there is a large 
penitentiary (Maison Centrale de De- 
tention), occupying the place of the 
Chateau of the archbishops of Rouen. 
It was built in 1515 for Cardinal 
d*Amboise, out of the tribute levied 
on the Genoese by Louis XII., tlie 
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architects being Jean Joconde and An- 
drouet du Cerceau, and was adorned 
by the sculptor Jean Juste de Toure. 
It iras demolished at the Revolution* 
except the entrance portal, flanked by 
4 turrets, and covered with inscriptions 
and basrreliefs, the clock tower, and 
the chapel tower. A. gateway, a splen- 
did example of the style of the Re- 
naissance, was transported to Paris, 
where it has been put up in the court 
of the Ecole des Beaux Arts. 

[2 m. from Gaillon is St. Aubyn- 
sur-Gaillon, in the cemetery of which 
lie the remains of Marmontel, who, 
dying at Abbeville in 1799, desired to 
be buried here.] 

^n the distance is seen the imposing 
ruin of Chateau Gaillard, the pet castle 
of Richard Cceur de Lion (Rte. 11), 
rising on a lofty rock washed by the 
Seine, but 5 or 6 miles N. of our road ; 
so great is the circuit which' the river 
here again makes. Gaillon is the sta- 
tion nearest to the town of Andelys 
(6^- m., omnibus thither), and hence 
an excursion may be made to the 
castle of Chateau Gaillard, situated 
on the chalk hill above the Petit An- 
delys]. Leaving Gaillon, the rly. at 
le Grand Villers passes 2 Tunnels driven 
through the mass of a projecting pro- 
montory of chalk hiU. The first or 
easteruniASt, of Le Boule, is 1880 yards 
long, and the second, of VenableSf 437 
yards. 

8 m. St.^Pierre'du-Vauvray Juuct. 
Stat. 

[Branch riy. to 21 m. Evreux (Rte. 
25), by 

4^ m. Lenviers Stat. {Inn: H. du 
Mouton, good), situated on the branches 
of the Eure ; it is one of the 3 principal 
cloth working towns of France, the 
others being Elbceuf and Sedan. It 
contains numerous cloth manufactories 
and spinning-mills of woollen yarn, 
which employ from 7000 to 8000 per- 
sons in and around the town, though 
the number of Inhab. only amounts to 
11,707. The Ch. of Notre Dame, 
shrouded behind its flying buttresses, 
presents a mass of incongruities, yet is 
a fine ch., well wortli examination. Its 
S. portal, projecting forwards on fnnged 



arches, with a pendant hanging from 
the centre,, is decked with an exube- 
rance of florid ornament. It was built 
in 1496. The W. end has 3 portals. 
In the inside the nave and choir date 
fi*om 1218, and exhibit the transition 
from the round to the pointed style; 
low and thick columnar piers support 
pointed arches, on which rests a glazed 
triforium of 2-light windows, divided 
by a pillar under round-headed trefoil 
arches ; 2-light windows in the cleres- 
tory, with circle in the head. The 
double side aisles are of 15th and 16th 
cent. The reliefs, in wood, of sacred 
subjects from the life of our Saviour, 
and the painted glass, merit notice, as 
well as the open gallery of stone-work 
under the central tower, S. side. 

The Gothic house with pointed win- 
dows, called La Maison des Templiers, 
is probably as old as the 13th or be- 
ginning of the 14th cent.] 

The Seine is traversed obliquely for 
the 3rd time by a bridge at Le Manoir 
just above the confluence of the Eure, 
and the rly. proceeds along the rt. bank 
of the former for a short distance to 

8 m. Punt de VArche Junct. Stat, at 
the extremity of the bridge leading to 
the town. Pop. 1645. The main street 
is a narrow and inconvenient lane lead- 
ing to the bridge, rebuilt 1854, which 
connects the town with the Stat. The 
view from it is pretty. The Gothic Ch. 
contains some painted windows ; in one 
of them the inhabitants of the town, 
male and female, in the costume of the 
16th cent., are seen towing barges 
through the central arch of the old 
bridge. The tide does not ascend 
beyond the lock here. 

About a mile from Pont de 1* Arche 
are the ruins of the Cistercian Monas- 
tery of Bon Port (see Rte. 11). 

[Branch Rly. to 34 m. Gisors (Rie. 
11a), passing by 5 m. EomiUy, in the 
valley of the Andelle, containing the 
most extensive copper works in 
France.] 

The rly. next passes through the 
hill of Tourville by a Tunnel of 440 
yards, and crosses the Seine, here di- 
vided into 2 branches, by a bridge 
resting on the He des Ikeufa, to 
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3 m. Oissel Junct Stat. Kly. to 
Elbeuf (Rte. 11), Caen, and Cherbourg, 
by Serquigny (see Rte. 25). (rt.) See on 
the hill the Pilgrimage Church of 
Notre Dame de Bon Secours. About 
2 m. from Rouen the railway divides, one 
branch going to the little used terminus 
at the foot of the Rouen bridge in the 
Cours de la Reine {St, Sever), the other 
crossing the Seine by nn iron bridge 
of 8 arches, each of 131 feet span, 
its centre resting on an island. 
(N.B. Beautiful view of Rouen from 
this bridge.) This leads direct into 
the first tiinnely 1127 yards long, carried 
under part of St. Catherine's Hill. It 
describes a radius of about half a mile. 
The rly. issues from it into the valley of 
Darn^tal, filled with dye-works and 
cotton-mills, and crossed, together with 
the 2 small streams^ which traverse 
it, the Robec and Aubette, by a rly. 
viaduct. The line speedily re-enters 
the chalk hills, and in 2 succeeding 
tunnels (one of them 1599 yds. long) 
sweeps round the town of Rouen, 
penetrating beneath the Boulevards 
St. Hilaire and Beauvoisine in a series 
of cuttings and tunnels, works of ardu- 
ous execution and great engineering 
merit, made at great cost. It emerges at 

10 m. Eouen (Rue Verte) Stat. 
(Buffet), situated in a hole cut in the 
chalk, shut in by escarpments, exclud- 
ing all view, and between 2 tunnels, 
and a long way from the heart of the 
city and the river. 

Stations, St. Sever on the 1. bank, and 
Rue Verte (for Havre and Dieppe) on 
the rt. bank of the Seine. Omnibus to 
all parts of the city, 30 c. by day, 40 
by night; hackney coaches with lug- 
gage, 1 fr. 75 c. by day, 2 fr. by night. 
(The Stat, for Amiens is in the Faubourg 
de Martainville, at the E. extremity of 
the city.) 

Jnns : H.d' Albion ; *H. d*Angleterre, 
on the Quay, good, excellent table d'hote ; 
H. de Paris, also on the Quay, or Cours 
Boieldieu ; H. Victoria ; H. de Dieppe, 
near the rly. stat. Charles II., escaping 
from England, 1651, had difficulty in 
getting into an inn in the Fish Market, 
his Majesty and his companion Wilmot, 
from the state of their clothes, being 
taken for thieves. 



This capital of Normandy, the 
ancient Rotomagus, and chief town of 
the depart, of the Seine Infdrieure, is 
agreeably seated on the Seine, and 
yields to no provincial city of France 
in its majestic and venerable aspect, 
in historic associations, and in magnifi- 
cent buildings, the triumph of the 
ecclesiastical and civil architectm-e of 
the middle ages. It has this advantage 
also over most other ancient towns, 
that it is not a mere heap of di*y 
bones, destitute of life and abandoned 
by commerce; its narrow streets of 
gable-faced, timber-fronted mansions, 
swarm like an ant-hill with busy crowds 
passing to and fro : it is a focus of trade, 
and the chief seat of the cotton manu- 
facture in France. It may be called, 
indeed, the French Manchester. It 
contains 102,649 Inhab., or with the 
suburbs 150,000 Inliab., and is sur- 
passed in population by only 4 other 
cities in France. 

The situation of Rouen, on a river 
which affords ready access on the one 
hand to the sea at Havre (103 m. dis- 
tant by the windings of the stream), 
and with the capital on the other, tends 
highly to promote its industry and 
commerce. The Seine, here more than 
1000 ft. broad, is accessible for vessels 
of 300 to 600 tons ; and the number of 
vessels at the quays adds to the pic- 
turesqueness and animation of tlie 
scene. Its banks are formed into fine 
broad Quais, lined with handsome 
buildings. Modem improvements have 
greatly detracted from the venerable 
and picturesque appearance of Rouen ; 
but the stranger who will plunge 
into its labyrinth of streets will find 
enough of antiquity to satiate the 
artist or the most ardent lover of by- 
gone times. 

A Boulevard, occupying the place 
of the fortifications which resisted 
Henry V. of England and Henri IV. of 
France, runs round the old town in a 
semicircle, resting on the Seine at its 
two extremities. This line includes 
within it all the most interesting pub- 
lic monuments and objects worth 
notice; outside of it spreads a num- 
ber of populous faTuxbourgs, occupied 
chiefly by the weavers and working 
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classes, who also form the bulk of tlie 
population in the suburb St. Sever, 
on the 1. bank of the Seine, having 
wider streets than the inner town, in- 
terspersed at intervals by tall smoking 
chimneys and lavishly glazed spinning- 
mill«. 

A walk through the town in the fol- 
lowing order will carry the pedestrian 
to the objects best worth notice j but 
if he wishes to see them thoroughly, 
he will find one or even two days not 
enough. The Rue Grand Pont, which 
runs up from the lower or suspension 
bridge, and is continued through the 
city under the names Rue des Uarmes 
and line Beauvoisine, including the 
best shops, will bring us to the Cathe- 
dral; a little to the E. of which is the 
church of St. MacloUy from which the 
Rue de la Republique, running N. from 
the upper or stone bridge across the 
city, will lead to St. Ouen, the noblest 
church in Rouen. Close to it, in the 
n. de Villej is the gallery of pictures ; 
continuing in the same direction is the 
Museum of AntiquitieSf near the Boule- 
vard Beauvoisine. Hence we must 
pursue the Hue de VImperatrlcet back 
to the Quays, visiting in turn the 
Palais de Justicey Tour de la Grosse 
llorhge, Place de la Pucelle (where 
Joan of Arc was burnt), and the Hotel 
de Bourgth^roude. 

The *• Cathedral of Notre Dame oc- 
cupies with its W. front one side of 
a small square, formerly the fruit 
and flower market. The "vast pro- 
portions of this grand Gothic fa9ade, 
its elaborate and profuse decorations, 
and its stone screens of open tracery, 
impress one, at first glance, with won- 
der and admiration ; diminished, how- 
ever, though not destroyed, by a closer 
examination, which shows a confusion 
of ornament and a certain corruption of 
taste. " It is viciously florid, and looks 
like a piece of rock- work, rough and 
encrusted with images and tabernacles, 
and ornamented from top to bottom." 
— G, Knight, The projecting central 
porch and the whole of the upper part 
were the work of Cardinal d Amboise 
(1509-1530); the lateral ones are of 
an earlier period (end of 12th cent.) and 
chaster in style ; the sculpture adorning 



them deserves attention. Above Tlie 
central door is the Tree of Jesse. Qver 
the l.-hand (N.W.) door is the Death of 
St. John Baptist, — in it may be seen 
Herodias's daughter dancing, or rather 
tumbling, before Herod : over that on 
the rt., but much mutilated, the Virgin 
with Saints. Of the two stately flanking 
towers, that of St. Remain, on the N., 
dates from about 1240-60: it may be 
ascended on account of the fine view 
from the top. The rt.-hand, or S.W. 
tower, callea La Tour de Beurre^ be- 
cause built (between 1485 and 1607) 
with the money paid for indulgences 
to eat butter in Lent, is a far more 
ornamented structure, surmounted by 
an octagonal stage, finishing with a 
light open parapet. It has been restored. 
It contained the famous bell ^named 
George d*Amboise, melted down at 
the Revolution. Of the central spire 
the less that is said the better ; it is a 
cage of cast-iron intended to replace a 
spire of wood destroyed by lightning in 
1622 ; and judging from its shape and 
size, as seen from a distance, might be 
taken for the parent of the factory 
chimneys in and about the town. It 
rises to a height of 482 ft. It is quite 
out of character with the rest of the 
building. A corkscrew staircase of 
iron worms itself up the centre to a 
dizzy height. 

The N. and S. fronts — which, to- 
gether with their fine portals, date early 
m the 14th cent. — are in a style re- 
sembling the decorated Gothic of Eng- 
land, with geometric tracery. The very 
beautiful N. door, called Portail de la 
Lihrairie, because nearest to the old 
Chapter Library, has among its sculp- 
tures the Creation and Last Judgment. 
The opposite one leading into the S. 
transept, called Portail de la Calende^ 
and 01 the same age and style, is orna- 
mented with bas-reliefs from the history 
of Joseph, among a host of other sub- 
jects. The figure hanging, vulgarly 
supposed to represent a corn-merchant 
who suffered for using false measures, 
while his [property was confiscated to 
build this entrance, is more accurately- 
explained to be Pharaoh's chief baker. 
The N. and S. transepts are flanked 
on either side by open towers of grea*^ 
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beauty, and of such proportions as 
would fit them for the W. front of an 
English cathedral. 

The interior ^ of admirable propor- 
tions, in all the main points is of the 
tSth cent., and measures 435 ft. in 
length ; the height of the nave is 89j ft. 
Above the main arches of the nave runs 
a second tier, smaller, but also opening 
into the aisles. The three rose-win- 
dows, in the nave and transepts, are 
very fine in size and decoration. In the 
end chapel, in the S. aisle, is the tomb 
and effigy of RoUo, first Duke of Nor- 
mandy, and opposite to it that of his 
son William Longue Epee: but the 
figures are probably jiot older than the 
13th cent. 

The choir, separated from the nave 
by a heavy modern Grecian screen, was 
built between 1280 and 1300. The 
carving of the stalls, executed 1467, is 
very elal?orate. The finest and oldest 
painted glass will be found in the 
chapels of the choir aisles ; it is of the 
1 3th cent . Small lozenge-shaped tablets 
of marble, let into the pavement of the 
choir, mark the spots where the heart 
of Eichard Coeur de Lion, and the 
bodies of his brother Henry (died 
1183), of William son of Geoffrey 
Plantagenet their uncle, and of John 
Duke of Bedford, regent under 
Henry VI. (1435), were interred. Their 
monuments, much injured by the out- 
rages of the Huguenots in 1562, when 
all parts of the church suffered more or 
less, were removed, and lost sight of 
until 1838 and 1867. The effigy of 
Richard /., a rude statue 6^ ft. long, 
in limestone, much mutilated, repre- 
sents him crowned, and in the royal 
robes. His " lion heart " was also 
found still perfect, but shrunk in 
size, enveloped in a sort of greenish 
taffety enclosed in a case of lead; it 
is now placed in the tomb. His body 
was interred at Fontevrault ; but he 
bequeathed his heart to Rouen, on 
account of the great affection which he 
bore to the Normans. The effigy is now 
placed in the CJiapd of {lie Virgin (1304^ 
behind the high altar, which contains 
two other splendid and highly interest- 
ing monuments. On the rt. hand is 
that of Cardinal George d'Amboise, 



Abp. of Rouen and minister of Louis 
XII., and his brother, a magnificent 
structure of marble, in the style of the 
Renaissance; it was executed in 1525. 
The marble statues of the two cardi- 
nals, uncle and nephew, kneel beneath 
a canopy richly ornamented and ^ilt ; 
behind is a bas-relief of St. George and 
the Dragon ; above, in niches arranged 
two by two, are statues of the 12 
Apostles ; below are the Cardinal Vir- 
tues. The pilasters and intervening 
spaces are adorned with rich and fanci- 
ful arabesques. The bodies of the 
Cardinals d'Amboise were torn from 
the grave by the Revolutionists of 1793, 
the lead of the coffins melted, and their 
contents dispersed. 

On the 1. side of the same chapel 
is the monument, in white and 
black marble, of Louis de Br^ze, 
grand seneschal of Normandy ; better 
known as the husband of Diane de 
Poitiers, the favourite of Henri II., by 
whom it was erected. The effigy of the 
distressed widow kneels at the head of an 
emaciated corpse representing her hus- 
band after death, stretched on a sarco- 
phagus of black marble. She is in a 
mourning attitude corresponding with 
the words of the epitaph which she 
caused to be engraved on the tomb : — 

" Indivulsa tibi quondam, et fidiasima conjux, 
Ut fuit in thal^mo sic erit in tumulo." 

A statement, however, that must be 
taken in an ironical sense; as it is 
certain that she was not buried witH 
him, but at her chateau of Anet, and it 
is probable that she was as true to her 
word in one respect as in the other. 
Above, in an arched recess, is the 
statue of the duke on horseback and 
in full armour. This tomb is a splendid 
work of the time of Francis I. ; and is 
attributed to Jean Goujon, or Jean 
Cousin. A rich florid Gothic niche at 
the side, surmounted by a stone canopy 
of open work and intervening stems, 
was 'erected at an earlier period (1465) 
to Pierre de Br^z^, grandfather of the 
preceding. Neither statue nor inscrip- 
tion remains. 

The elaborately carved screen in 
front of the sacristy, executed in tlie 
latter part of the 15th cent., and its 
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M'l'ought-iron door, are worthy of 
notice. 

Passing the Archevech^, contiguous 
to the cathedral on its N. and E. side, 
we come to the 

* Church of St, Maclou f which ranks 
third among the churches of Rouen in 
beauty. Its grandest feature is its 
triple porch ; it is a fine specimen of 
the florid architecture of the 15th cent., 
and the sculpture adorning it is of 
exquisite taste and beauty of execution. 
Qbs. the wooden doors (including that 
on the N. side), beautifully carved 
with Scripture subjects in relief, attri- 
buted to Jean Goujon, and the elabo- 
rate winding stair of stone (16th cent.) 
near the W. entrance, leading to the 
organ-loft . There is much painted glass 
in the windows. The nave is limited 
to 4 bays. The stone spire was built 
in 1867. Behind the E. end, in the Rue 
Martainville, will be seen the Cloisters, 
now a hospital. 

The fine wide street. Rue de la Re- 
publique, from the Bridge, Pont de 
Pierre, to the Boulevard, leads to the 
* Church of St, Ouen (he was archbishop 
of Rouen, d. 678), which surpasses the 
cathedral in size, purity of style, mas- 
terly execution, and judicious decora- 
tion. Its defect is a want of apparent 
strength and solidity; a vaulted roof 
over a house of glass demands more evi- 
dent strength of support." Although 
it suffered considerably from the 
Huguenots (1562), who made three 
bonfires within the building to burn 
the stalls, pulpit, organ, and priests' 
robes • and from the republicans, who 
turned it into an armourer's shop, 
and raised a smith's forge in the in- 
terior, by the smoke of which the 
windows were blackened until they 
ceased to be transparent^ it has escaped 
in a remarkable degree ; and judicious 
restorations leave little to desire 
touching its state of repair. 

The first stone of the existing edifice 
(for 4 other churches had preceded it) 
-was laid 1318 by Abbot Jean Roussel; 
tbe choir, the chapels, and great part of 
tlie transepts were completed in 21 
years, and the nave and tower finished 
by the end of the 15th cent. Thus, 
one plan being followed to the ter- 



mination, perfect harmony of style 
prevails throughout. The W. front, 
long unfinished, has been completed 
by the addition of 2 flanking steeples, 
surmounting 3 deep-set portals. It 
must be regretted that the original de- 
sign (still preserved in the library) has 
not been more strictly followed. This 
ch. is now one of the few great eccle- 
siastical monuments on the Continent 
which are actually finished. 

Above the cross rises the central 
tower, 285 ft. high, which, whether 
examined close at hand (as it ought 
to be) or seen at a distance rising 
above the town, is a model of grace 
and delicacy. It is an octagon com- 
posed of open arches and tracery, throw- 
ing out flying buttresses to the turrets in 
the angles, and terminates with a crown 
of fleurs-de-lis, which ancient royal 
symbol is also discovered in the pat- 
tern of the tracery of the windows, and 
in the painted glass. 

The S. portal, called des Marmouzets 
from figures of the animals carved 
on it, deserves attentive examination, 
iis a gem of Gothic work scarcely to 
be surpassed. It is surrounded by a 
fringe of open trefoil arches, while 2 
groined pendents 6 ft. long drop from 
its vault. The bas-relief over the door 
represents the Death and Assumption of 
the Virgin, with the statue of St. Ouen 
beneath: the whole has been well re- 
stored. 

The interior, notwithstanding its 
size (443 ft. long, 83 wide, 104 high), 
is peculiarly light and graceful; the 
front pillars of its richly moulded piers 
run up uninterruptedly to the roof as 
ribs, the side ones bend under the arches. 
The clerestory being very large increases 
the effect of lightness; "the windows 
seem to have absorbed all the solid 
wall," and the roof is maintained in 
its place by the support of pillars and 
buttresses alone. The four central 
pillars supporting the tower are un- 
rivalled. AH the glass is painted, and 
there are 2 noble rose-windows filled 
with it. The stranger should look 
into the holy- water basin . (bdnitier) 
close to the W. door ; he will find the 
beauties of the interior all mirrored on 
the surface of the water. The slab 
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tomb o^ the master mason under and by 
whom this noble ch, was reared is in St* 
Agnes' chapel, the 2nd on the 1. in the 
N. choir aisle. His name was Alexander 
Berneval ; dnd, according to tradition, 
he murdered his apprentice through 
envy, because the youth had surpassed, 
n the execution of the rose-window in 
the N. transept, into the tracery of 
which the pentalpha is introduced, 
that which his master had constructed 
in the S. transept. Though the mason 
paid the penalty of his crime, the 
monks, out of gratitude for his skill, 
interred his body within the church 
which he had contributed so much to 
ornament. 

The whole of the transept, choir, and 
lower part of the tower, are decorated 
in character, passing into the flam- 
bot/ant in the upper story of the tower 
and in the nave. 

The material used in the construc- 
tion of St. Ouen is an indurated grey 
chalk, containing flints, which have 
been often patiently cut through in 
the delicate carving and tracery. 
But the details of the building should 
be studied on the roof, upon the tower, 
and in the internal galleries. 

A pretty Public Garden, whose 
great ornament, however, is the adja- 
cent church, extends along the N. side 
of St. Ouen, behind the Hotel de Ville ; 
it was originally the convent garden. 
Within it, attached to the church, 
stands a very perfect Norman tower, 
with round-headed windows, in the style 
of the 11th cent. 

The *H6tel de Ville, a handsome 
building of Italian architecture, at- 
tached to the N. transept of the 
church, formed part of the great 
Benedictine monastery of St. Ouen, to 
which a modern front, with Corinthian 
colonnade, has been added, so as to 
give the building a civic air. Besides 
public offices, it contains the Public 
Library (large collection of coins and 
medals — closed from Aug. 1 5 to Oct. 1 
each year), and Le mua^e des Ta- 
bleaux, a collection in which the good 
paintings bear a small proportion to 
the mediocre. Observe an ancient 
elaborate painting of the Virgin amidst 
Angels and Saints, long supposed to | 



be a work of Hemlintf*«, by a little- 
kndwn artist, (Gerard ffavid, of Bnlges* 
-^The *Ascension, the predella of An 
illtarpiece, now in the Museum at 
Lyons, by Perugino, brought from 
Perugia ; a copy of Raphael's Madonna 
di San Sisto; St. Francis in ecstasy, 
by Ann, Caracci; the Plague at Mi- 
lan, by Lemonnier of Rouen ; an Ecce 
Homo, by Mignard; Trajan and the 
Widow, by Eugene Bdacroix ; several 
others of the modem French School, 
&c. &c. ♦»♦ Open 12 to 4. 

The Bibliotheque publique is a valu- 
able collection of upwards of 1 10,000 
vols., open every day from 11 to 4, 
and from 6 to 9, except Sunday and 
Thursday. Among the 3000 MSS., 
many richly ornamented with paint- 
ings, are the History of the Nor- 
mans, by William of Jumieges, 11th 
cent. ; a Benedictionary, which be- 
longed to an archbishop of Canter- 
bury; and a missal of the 12th cent. 
The Gradual of Daniel d'Eaubonne, 
17th cent., containing about 200 vig- 
nettes and initials, is very beautiful. 

*Le Mus^e des Aniiquit^s, in the sup- 
pressed convent of Ste. Marie, Rue de 
la Republique, near its junction with the 
Boulevard Beauvoisine, from the num- 
ber and rarity of the curiosities depo- 
sited in it, consisting for the most part ol 
voluntary donations, is very interesting, 
and highly creditable to the adminis- 
tration of the department, by whom 
it was founded in 1833-4; no stranger 
should omit to visit it. The following 
enumeration will give an idea of the 
nature of the objects preserved here : — 
The door of the house in which Cor- 
neille was bom; many Roman and 
Gaulish tombstones, coffins, &c., dug 
up at Rouen and other places in the 
Dept. de la Seine Infi^rieure ; numerous 
fragments of Roman sculpture ; a large 
Roman mosaic of Orpheus playing to I 
the wild beasts, discovered in the For^t 
de Brotonne; sj^ecimens of pottery, 
glass, mosaics; mscriptions; together ' 
with a draped female statue of good 
work, but wanting the head, from the 
Roman theatre, Lillebonne. It is 
chiefly, however, for works of art 
and antiquities of the middle ages, 
and the following period down to the 
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1 7th cent., that this museum is entitled 
to attention. 

The windows, 15 in number, by 
which the gallery is lighted, are all 
filled with painted glass derived from 
suppressed convents, churches, &c., 
forming a chronological series from 
the 13& to the 17th cent. ; very valu- 
able and interesting, as showing the 
progress of the art. The most remark- 
able are those from the Church of St. 
Eloi, Rouen, 16th cent.; the miracle 
of St. Nicholas, from St. Godard (first 
half of 16th cent.), very fine. There 
is no collection of glass painting equal 
to this in France or England. 

In glazed frames against the wall 
are hung charters and other ancient 
MSS., containing autographs of re- 
markable persons — among them, Wm. 
the Conqueror's mark, a cross (he 
could not write); and the signatures 
of our other Norman dukes and king&, 
among which those of Henry I. and 
Kichard Coeur de Lion may be par- 
ticularly noticed. Here also is now 
deposited the heart of the Lion-hearted 
King in a glass case. 

The shrine of St. Sever, which once 
contained the relics of that saint, for- 
merly in the cathedral, is in the 
shape of a Gothic chapel, with silver 
statues of saints in niches round it. 
It is of oak, covered with copper plates 
gilt and silvered, and is an elegant 
piece of workmanship of the end of 
the 12th cent.: it has been restored. 
A crucifix, carved in stone, 16th cent.: 
at the foot of the cross the holy 
women ; on the opposite side the Vir- 
gin and Child. Many other specimens 
of sculpture, of the 15th, 16th, and 
17th cent., in stone and wood, from 
religious edifices: 5 bas-reliefs of the 
I^st Judgment, in marble, from the 
Church of St. Denis-sur-Scie ; in one, 
Christ is rescuing souls from the jaws 
of hell. Many capitals of Gothic 
columns richly sculptured. 

An extensive collection of coins and 
medals; Roman, Gallo-Roman, French 
Norman, &c. 

The Musee C^ramique here is a good 
collection of porcelain, faiences, both 
Italian and French pottery, &c., but 

[France, 1873.] 



particularly rich in specimens of the 
manufacture of Rouen. 

Casts from the bas-reliefs of the 
Hotel du Bourgth^roude, represent- 
ing the interview of the Field of the 
Cloth of Gold between Henry VIII. 
and Francis I. A small collection of 
arms and armour ; among them will be 
found the coat of mail of Enguerrand 
de Marigny , from the Church of Ecouis : 
also several early cannon and wall pieces, 
ancient furniture, cabinets. 

A fragment of the famous bell 
George d'Amboise, which, at the Re- 
volution, was melted into cannon and 
sou-pieces, bearing the legend ** monu- 
ment de vanite, detruit pour Futility, 
I'an II de I'Egalite'." 

The Museum is open Sund. and fete- 
days 11 to 4, Thurs. 12 to 3, but is 
accessible to strangers on application 
to the keepers upon other days. 

In an adjoining building is a 
very respectable Museum of Natural 
History, 

The amateur of stained glass should 
not omit to visit the churches of St, 
Godard, containing two windows 32 ft. 
high and 12 wide, and St, Patrice y near 
the Jar din de Solferino, where there 
are many more of still greater beauty, 
executed in the 16th cent. The archie 
tecture of these two churches is not 
remarkable; they are of very late 
Gothic. 

The Church of St, Vincent has an 
exquisite Gothic porch, and fine painted 
glass. 

The desecrated Church of St, Laurerd, 
dating from the 15th cent., in the Rue 
de THdtel de Ville, deserves a visit 

Another church, St, Gervais, near the 
rly. Stat., is reputed the oldest in Rouen^ 
and one of the earliest Christian 
monuments in France. The church 
itself is not remarkable, and has been 
rebuilt; but beneath it is a erupt 
even more simple and unadorned, but 
exhibiting to the eye of the antiquary 
mai'ks of construction as old probably 
as the 4th cent., in the courses of Ro- 
man tiles between the layers of rough 
masonry. It has an apsidal termina- 
tion: in the side walls are holes for 
the cancelli or rails, to which the cur- 
tain was hung to separate the chancel 
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from the rest of the church : the altar- 
slab is marked with 5 -f- -|- . The two 
low arched recesses in the walls are said 
to have been the graves of St. Mello 
and St. Avitien, the firet archbishop of 
Houen. The circular E, end of the ch. 
itself, which rests upon this crypt, is 
in the earliest Norman style : and some 
of the pillars let into the wall, but too 
short to support the roof, have classic 
capitals. William the Conqueror, tor- 
tured by the injury he had received at 
the cruel sack and burning of Mantes, 
repaired to the retired priory of 
St. Gervais to die. His death-bed ex- 
hibited a melancholy example of the 
vanity of earthly grandeur. Deserted 
by his own sons when the breath was 
scarcely out of his body, forsaken by 
friends and courtiers, and plundered 
by his servants, his body remained 
stripped and deserted, until the pity 
and charity of an unknown knight in 
the neighbourhood provided the funds 
necessary for the funeral; he himself 
escorting the body to its last resting- 
place at Caen. 

Previous to the Revolution there 
were 36 churches in Rouen, there are 
now scarcely half the number : many 
have been converted into warehouses 
and the like. 

The *Palais de Justice is a very in- 
teresting specimen of civic Gothic ar- 
chitecture, which may vie with some 
of the town-halls of the Low Countries. 
Reared at a time (the reign of Louis 
XIL) when the style had become fan- 
tastic in its forms and exuberant in its 
adornments, it yet displays so much 
originality and magnificence, that it 
is hard to condemn it for a want of 
taste and purity. It has been repaired 
and completed with a second wing 
in a very judicious manner. The 
fa9ade is decorated with all the orna- 
ment which the fertile resources of the 
architect afforded; the square-headed 
windows are set within delicate gar- 
lands of stone; the buttresses are 
studded with niches and crowned by 
pinnacles; and the lofty dormer win- 
dows, rising against the high-pitched 
roof, are surmounted by canopies of 
delicate open work, with pinnacles and 



statues, many of them executed by first- 
rate artists. 

It lines 3 sides of a square; the 
wing on the 1. is the SaUe des Procu- 
rears, built 1493, as a sort of exchange 
for native and foreign merchants, to 
meet in. It is a large and handsome 
hall, with an open roof, like a ship's 
hull reversed, 160 ft. long and 50 ft. 
high — a sort of Westminster Hall in 
miniature, and now serving for the same 
purposes. One gable is of the 1.3th 
cent., part of an earlier building. 
The body of the building in the 
centre was raised 6 years later by 
Louis XII. for the Cour d*Echiquier of 
Normandy, the ancient supreme tri- 
bunal of the duchy, at least as old as 
the time of William the Conqueror, 
for which the name of parliament was 
substituted in 1515 by Francis I. 

The chamber in which the parlia- 
ment of Normandy met is now the 
Salle des Assises, It has a carved roof 
of black oak, setoff with gold; but the 
elegant pendants which hung from it 
have been removed, and the wainscot- 
ing, painted over with arabesques and 
old mottoes reminding judges of their 
duties, has been taken down or effaced 
by whitewash. The little room in the 
tourelle will be worth a visit. In the 
new buildings are numerous courts 
of justice, &c., on a very handsome 
and convenient scale. 

Behind the Palais is a large building, 
formerly the residence of the President 
of the Parliament, now used for the 
sittings of the Cour Imperiale. 

La *Ruedela Grosse Horloge, not far 
from the Palais de Justice, was previous 
to the demolitions of 1860 one of the 
most picturesque in Rouen, and is so 
called from the antique clock gate- 
house, built 1517, by which it is 
spanned, adjoining the tower of the 
Beffroi (1389), where the curfew is 
still tolled every evening. 

The old house near the S.W. comer 
of the Place W. of the Cathedral was 
formerly the Bureau des Finances, and 
has been restored by a clnb, which 
occupies a part of it. 

The Place de la Pucelle, in the Rue St. 
Eloy, not far from the Quai du Havre, 
serves to record the fate of the heroic 
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and unfortunate Jeanne d'Arc, the de- 
liverer of her country, and the terror 
of the English, who was burned alive 
here as a sorceress 1431, on the spot 
marked by the contemptible modem 
statue placed upon a pump, which bears 
her name, but the outward aspect of 
Bellona! Her ashes were collected by 
the public executioner, and cast into 
the Seine, by order of the Cardinal 
of Winchester. He and other prelates 
were spectators of her execution ; and 
some of them, unmoved by her suffer- 
ings, even interrupted the priest who 
was confessing her, by their impatience, 
exclaiming, " Now, priest, do you 
mean to make us dine here ? " After 
she was bound to the stake, and while 
the flames were rising around her, she 
begged her confessor to hold aloft the 
cross, that she might still behold the 
sacred emblem above the smoke; and 
she died expressing her conviction of 
the truth of her mission, and calling 
on the name of Jesus. The cruelty 
exercised upon this simple and gentle 
maiden (for in all her battles she never 
killed an enemy, and was always intent 
on preventing the effusion of blood) is 
a disgrace to the annals of England. 
In prison she was subjected to insult, 
insidious treachery, and even outrage ; 
at her trial, in the chapel of the castle, 
she stood alone without counsel or ad- 
viser, browbeaten by her inhuman and 
bloodthirsty judges, yet baffling their 
cunning and sophistry by her plain 
straightforward answers. 

But one of the saddest circumstances 
connected with the death of the forlorn 
maiden of Domremy was, that her 
most active enemies and eventual be- 
trayers were her own countrymen: the 
Bishop of Beauvais, her unjust judge, 
her accuser, and the false priest who 
was introduced into her cell on the 
pretence of friendship as a spy to 
betray her secrets, were Frenchmen. 
Her own countrymen allowed her to 
be made prisoner at Compiegne with- 
out an attempt to defend or rescue 
her ; it was they who sold her to the 
English ; and Charles VII., her king, 
who owed his country and his throne 
to her enthusiasm, appears neither to 
have cared for nor remembered the 



heroine of Orleans, from the hour 
when she fell intp the hands of the 
English. He certainly neither at- 
tempted to ransom her, nor did he pro- 
test against her trial.* 

It was not until 24 years after her 
death that a papal bull proclaimed her 
innocence ; and a cross was raised by 
her own coimtrymen, once more be- 
come masters of Rouen, on the spot 
where she had been bound to the 
stake. 

On one side of the Place de la 
Pucelle, within a short distance of the 
statue, is an ancient mansion, called 
(M. H.) "* Hotel du JBourgtheroude, con- 
structed at the end of the 15th and 
beginning of the 16th cent., by William 
le Roux, seigneur of Bourgthe'roude, 
nearly at the same period as the 
Palais de Justice. It is built round 
a court, and its inner wall is orna- 
mented with a series of bas-reliefs on 
tablets of marble, representing the in- 
terview of the Cloth of Gold, and the 
procession of the two kings Henry 
VIII. and Francis I., attended by their 
suite, among whom Cardinal Wolsey 
is conspicuous. Above these are other 
sculptures of allegorical figures: the 
elegant hexagonal tower is decorated 
with pastoral and other subjects. 

There are several Gothic fountain 
in various parts of the city : — La Croix 
de Pierre resembles in form Waltham 
Cross: it was erected in 1500, by Card. 
d'Amboise, and stands in the CaiTefour 
St. Vivien, La Fontaine de la Crosse 
is a low Gothic structure of the 15ih 
cent., elegantly adorned with tracery. 
La Fontaine de Listeux, Rue de la 
Savonnerie (1518), is of good design. 

Fine old houses of timber and plaster, 
comer of Rue de la Tuelle, 1st half of 
15th cent. ; house in Rue Malpala, end 
of 16th cent; remains of abbey of St. 
Amand, 15th cent 

The house in which " Le grand Cor- 
neille" (Pierre) was born (1606), the 
most illustrious of the natives of Rouen, 
stood until 1 861 in Rue de la Pie, No. 4 ; 
a statue of him has been erected by his 
fellow-citizens on the stone bridge. 
Fontenelle, his nephew, author of the 

• Lord Mahon's memoir of Jeanne d'Arc in 
the * Coiouial Library.' 

D 3 
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* Plumlity of Worlds/ resided at No. 
132-134 in the Rn« des Bons Enfans. 
The musical composer Boieldieu was 
also bom, 1775, at No. 61, Rue anx 
Ours ; the town has raised a statue to 
him on the quay facing the Bourse, 
now Quai Boieldieu. 

The great Lord Chancellor Clarendon 
died here, in banishment, in 1674. 

The Creches — asylums for infant 
children while their parents are at 
work — may be seen here in full opera- 
tion, and deserve a visit. 

In the Rue Morand, just within the 
Boulevard, forming part of anUrsuline 
convent, is the Donjon towery with walls 
13 ft. thick, the only part remaining, of 
the old Chateau built in 1205 by Philippe 
Auguste. Jeanne d'Arc is said to have 
been imprisoned in it. 

The very old and curious edifice 
called La Haute Vieille Tour, situated 
between the cathedral and the Qaai, 
appropriated to the purpose of a cloth- 
hall for the sale of the manu&ctures 
of Rouen, occupies the site, and seems 
to have formed part, of the ancient 
palace and Vieille Tour, in which King 
John is said to have imprisoned and 
finally murdered his nephew Prince 
Arthur. 

On the St. Sever side, near the riy. 
Stat., and close to the stone bridge, is 
the Cours la Reine, or Grand CourSy 
a fine avenue and promenade along 
the banks of the Seine, and beyond 
it are wide meadows, in which the 
races are held. 

Le Jardin de SolferinOj a new public 
garden in the Rue de I'Hotel de 
Ville, is prettily laid out on the site 
occupied formerly by some of the 
worst streets of the town. The work 
was commenced in 1864, and the con- 
dition and size of the trees prove the 
skill of the French in transplanting. 

Persons who take an interest in 
horticulture and arboriculture should 
visit ** Le Jardin des Plantes." 

Bridges, — ^The first bridge over the 
Seine here was built (1167) by Queen 
Matilda, daughter of Henry I. ; it 
stood till the middle of the 15th cent., 
when it was destroyed, and one of 
boats substituted for it. In 1829 the 
upper bridge of stone was completed, 



and in 1836 that of boats was finally re- 
placed by a suspension one 650 ft. long. 
An opening is left in the centre, be- 
tween the supporting piers, under a 
lofty cast-iron arch nsing 82 ft. above 
the river, to allow masted vessels to pass. 

The cotton manufactures of Rouen 
are of such extent and importance as 
to render it the Manchester of France ; 
they are greatly promoted by 3 small 
streams — the Robec, the Aubette, and 
the Reuelle. A particular kind of 
striped and chequed stuff is called 
Rottennerie (toiles peintes, ray^es, et k 
carreaux), because originally and more 
especially manufactured here. Spin- 
ning and weaving mills, dye-works, 
especially of Turkey red, printing and 
bleaching works, are most plentifully 
distributed, not only through town and 
suburbs, but over the adjacent country 
in a circuit of many miles, employing, 
on a moderate computation, 50,000 
persons. The largest cotton mill be- 
longs to M. Pouyer-Quertier. It was 
designed by Fairbaim, and has 60,000 
spindles. 

The Protestant Church service in the 
English chapel at Sotte ville, at 11 a.m. 
and at Zh p.m., in French Protestant 
Ch., Place St. Eloy. 

At the shop of Itebnnnentf bookseller, 
No. 11, Rue de I'lmperatice, the tra- 
veller may provide himself with many 
interesting works relating to the anti- 
quities of Normandy, with views and 
maps. 

Rouen is celebrated for its bonbons 
and Sucre de pomme. 

The Germans under Manteuffel occu- 
pied this town Dec. 5, 1870. 

The Poste aux Lettres is in the grand 
street, Rue de I'lmperatrice ; it is open 
from 8 A.M. to 8 p.m. 

British Vice-Consul, Rue Stanislas 
Girardin. 

Steamboats to Havre every second 
day between June and September, 
several times a day to Elboeuf in 
2 hrs., starting from Quai Napoleon. 

Mailways to Havre and Dieppe, Stat. 
Rue Verte ; to Paris ; to Orleans, 
Evreux, Caen, Cherbourg, &c. ; to 
Amiens, by Neufchfttel, Forges, &c,, 
from the Stat, in the Faubourg de 
Martainville. 
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Walks and Excursions, 

The *Mont Ste, Catherine , the chalk 
hill on the E. of the city, rising above 
the Seine and the road to Paris, 
affords the best distant and pano< 
ramie view of Rouen, and will well 
repay the fatigue to those who are not 
afraid to face a steep ascent, 380 ft. 
high, which may be mastered in half 
an hour, starting from the extremity 
of the Cours de Paris (omnibuses to 
the top every J hour). The entire 
mass of the town is spread out below 
you, surmounted by engine chimneys 
mixed with spires, sending out its long 
lines of houses and factories up the 
hill sides and into the neighbouring 
industrious valleys, uniting it with dis- 
tant villages ; the noble spires of the 
cathedral and of St. Ouen rising out of 
the midst, the winding and sparkling 
river Seine, spanned by its 2 bridges 
and crowded with shipping, the Rail- 
way also crossing the river, and then 
pursuing its mole-like course, half 
above, half under ground, give a pleas- 
ing variety to the landscape. The 
marks of active industry are every- 
where apparent, the bleach-fields strewn 
with white webs, the stream - courses 
marked by rows of factories and tall 
chimneys, the nooks in the hill sides 
choked with villages. 

All along the top of the mount are 
traces of ditches and foundations of 
bastions, part of the strong Fort oc- 
cupied by the Marquis Villars and the 
soldiers of the League during the siege 
of 1591, captured by Henri TV., and 
dismantled by him in compliance with 
the request of the citizens, with the 
memorable words, that ** he desired no 
fortress but the hearts of his subjects,** 
This post was taken by assault, chiefly 
through the bravery of Henri's English 
allies under the Earl of Essex, who 
phallenged Villars to maintain, ip sipgle 
pombat, on horse or foot, in armour pr 
doublet, that his cause was the better 
^nd his mistress the fairer. 

Scarcely inferior to that from Ste. 
Catherine is the view from N, J), de 
JBonsecourSf much resorted to by pil- 
grims, 2 m, oqt of the town. A splendi(J 



modem Gothic Ch., gorgeously painted 
and gilt internally, and adorned by fine 
painted windows, was built 1854 to re- 
place the ancient chapel. The lower 
part of the walls is covered with ex- 
voto tablets, and the ch. and the view 
from it well deserve a visit. 

It will be worth while to drive out 
to the chateau of Canteleuj on the road 
to Caudebec (Rte. 12), on account of 
its beautiful view. 

A more distant excursion, which 
will occupy 1 day very agreeably, may 
be made to Chateau Gaillardy near 
Andelys (Rte. 11). The Paris Rly. 
passes within 3 m. of Andelys, and 
will afford the easiest and the quickest 
way of reaching it. 

There are many interesting monu- 
ments of architecture in the vicinity oi 
Rouen, among them the Chapelle de 
St. Julien, 3 or 4 m. S.W., on the 1. 
bank of the Seine (Rte. 12) ; St. George 
Boscherville, 9 m., on the road to 
Havre (Rte. 13). 

Dam^al, about 3 m. from Rouen, 
situated in a fertile valley, and crowded 
with factories, has a fine Gothic ch,, 
called Long Paon, and the church- 
tower of Carville. There is a stat. 
of the rly. from Rouen to Amiens 
here. 

La Bouille (see Rte 12) a very pretty 
spot about 15 m. below Rouen (steamers 
several times a day ; good restaurant 
near landing). On fSte-days the ca- 
verns and quarries near this place are 
visited by large numbers of people. 
Severe fighting between the advancing 
Germans and retreating French oc- 
curred here in Dec. 1870. 

There is a fine view from the road 
to Dieppe ; in fact, the hills and valleys 
in the neighbourhood of Rouen offer 
a succession of fine prospects and 
delightful walks in any direction. 
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ROUTE 9. 

PARIS TO 8T.-GERMAIN. 

Kailroad, see next page. 

The carriage-road from Paris to St.- 
Gerraain commences at the Arc de 
Trlomphe de V^toile, the largest tri- 
umphal arch in the "world, and the 
finest entrance into the French ca- 
pital. Yet the eye scarcely appre- 
ciates its fastness : few would suspect 
that it is nearly as wide and lofty as 
the facade of Notre Dame, or that the 
width of the arch equals that of its 
nave. The road skirts on the 1. the 
J3ois de Boulogne. 

A cross road, called Chemin de la 
Re volte, leading from Neuilly to St.- 
Denis, branches off on the rt. : near 
the entrance of it, at Sablonville, oc- 
curred the melancholy death of the 
Due d'Orleans, who was killed in 
jumping out of his carriage, of which 
the horses had run away. An ele- 
gant Byzantine Chapel has been built 
on the site of the house in which 
he breathed his last: it is dedi- 
cated to St. Ferdinand, and is in the 
form of a Greek cross. It contains 
a monumental cenotaph, the effigy of 
the prince in his uniform reclining on a 
bed, by M. de Triquety. On two pedes- 
tals on either side are angels, one in 
prayer, the other offering up the tears 
of the survivors to heaven, displaying 
exquisite beauty and refinement of 
sentiment, one of the last works of his 
sister the Princess Marie d' Orleans. 
The painted windows, representing 
saints, were executed at Sevres, from 
Ingres' designs, now in the museum at 
the Luxembourg. 

At Neuilly the road crosses the 
Seine by the bridge of 5 arches, each 
of 120 ft. span, the masterpiece of the 
great civil engineer Perronet, built 
1772. The park of Neuilly, now 
partly built over, extends for some 
distance down the rt. bank of the 
Seine. On the 1. bank is seen the 
villa*;e and large barrack of 



Coiirbevoie. From here the road, at 
first straight, bends to the I., crosses the 
Versailles Rail (rive droite), and then, 
skirting Mt. Valerian on 1., and the 
villages of Nanterre and Rueil on rt, 
runs along the enclosing wall of Mai- 
maison for some distance, and, soon 
after reaching the 1. bank of the 
Seine, passes La ChausK^e, and Marly 
la Machine^ so called from the cumbrous 
pile of wooden scaffolding and wheels 
constructed to raise the water of the 
Seine 300 ft. to supply Versailles, but 
now partly replaced by steam-engines. 
The Aqueduct of 36 arches, by which 
the water is conveyed, is a con- 
spicuous object rising against the bill. 
The Chateau de Marly, built by 
Mansard for Louis XIV., was destroyed 
at the Revolution, having been pur- 
chased by speculators who pulled it 
down to sell the materials. St. Simon, 
describing its construction, relates that 
whole forests of full-grown trees were 
brought from Compiegne, Jths of 
which died and were replaced by 
others; large tracts of wood were 
suddenly converted into sheets of 
water, and again into shady groves; 
all to adorn a small villa in a con- 
tracted valley without view, in which 
Louis might pass 3 or 4 nights In the 
course of the year. 

The pavilion of Luciennes, on the 
brow of the hill above Marly, was the 
last residence of Madame du Barry, the 
favourite of Louis XV. A steep ascent 
leads to the Place du Chateau at 

St.-Germain-en-Laye (see below). 



Railroad — Paris to St.- Germain, 2 1 
kilom. = 13 Eng. m. Trains every 
hour in 48 min. : but see the printed 
bills. The Terminus in Rue St. Lazare. 

The first part of this line as far as 
.S m. Asnieres Stat, is the same as the 
Rouen Rly. (Rte. 8). 

4 ra. Nanterre Stat., a large village, 
the birthplace of St. Genevieve, the 
patron saint of Paris, who, according 
to the legend, preserved it by her 
prayers from the invasion of Attila. 
Nanterre is famed for a certain kind 
of pastry sold in the streets of Paris, 
as Gateaux de Nanterre, 

Mo^ Val&ien, on the 1., converted 



Normandy. 
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iuto one of the strongest citadels of the 
fortifications of Paris. The Church on 
this height contains numerous relics: 
among them a fragment of the true 
Cross (!) — the Calvary, and stations 
leading to it, have attracted pilgrims 
for centuries. Madame de Genlis, the 
preceptress of Louis-Philippe, was 
buried in the cemetery. Beyond here 
the aqueduct of Marly and chateau of 
St.-Germain are seen in the distance. 

2 m.Rueil Stat. Here Card. Richelieu 
had a magnificent residence. The large 
barrack on the 1. was occupied in the 
time of the elder Bourbons by the 
Swiss guard. In the village Churchy 
built 1 584, and decorated with a portico 
at the cost of Cardinal Richelieu, from 
the designs of Lemercier, is buried 
the Empress Josephine. A simple 
monument bearing her statue kneeling, 
by Cartellier, has been erected by her 
children. Prince Eugene, Viceroy of 
Italy, and Hortense Beauhamais, Queen 
of HoUand, mother of the Emp. Na- 
poleon TIL, who also lies here by the 
side of her mother. A kneeling veiled 
statue, by Bartolini, was erected to her 
memory, 1846, by her son, and bears 
the inscription " A la Reine Hortense, 
le Prince Louis Bonaparte.*' Jose- 
phine died. May 1814, at her favourite 
villa, 2 m. from Rueil, Malmaison. Her 
pleasure-grounds have changed owners 
several times; her conservatory and 
menageries, in which she took so much 
delight, and the Swiss dairy and Merino 
pasturages, are swept away. The place 
seems to have owed its charms chiefly 
to art, the soil being sterile. It was 
some time the property of Queen Chris- 
tina of Spain, but the Emp. Napoleon 
HI. bought it in 1861, and it has been 
partially restored by the Empress. 
Napoleon I. spent 5 days here in June 
1815, between his second abdication 
and his departure for Rochefort, after 
having been sent out of Paris by Fouche 
and the provisional government. 
• ^ The Seine is crossed for the second 
time shortly before arriving at 

2 m. Omtou Stat., by 2 bridges resting 
on an island which here (Uvides the 
river. The village of Chatou lies on 
the rt. hand of the rly. and rt, bank of 
the Seine, 



On leaving Chatou the rly. soon 
enters the Forest of Vesinet, which 
extends from one reach of the Seine 
to the other ; on this sandy flat several 
handsome villas have been built of 
late years, especially around 

1 m. Vesinet Stat. 

\ m. Le Pecq Stat., near the Seine, 
also an agglomeration of country resi- 
dences. The river is here again crossed 
by 2 handsome iron bridges, from which 
the rly. is carried up a steep incline, 
including a viaduct of 4 arches lead- 
ing to 2 tunnels, on emerging from- 
which we reach 

1^ m. St.-Gurmain-en-Laye Stat. 
(Inns : H. du Prince de Galles,fair, near 
the Rly. ; Pavilion de Henri IV., both 
hotel (good) and restaurant ; H. Pavil- 
ion Louis XIV.) 

This quiet town of 15,708 Inhab. is 
indebted for its foundation, like Ver- 
sailles, to the PaJctce (close to the Rly, 
Stat.) which with the forest are the 
attractions for visitors. There was a 
castle here from a very remote period, 
and until Versailles was built it was a 
favourite residence of the kings of 
France— Francis I., Henri II., and 
Henri IV. : the present edifice ( Vieux 
Chateau) is principally of brick; it 
was in great part built by Francois I., 
but was abandoned by Louis XIV. 
because the views from its windows 
embraced the church of St. Denis, the 
burial-place of his race. It was assigned 
by him to James II. of England as his 
residence, and here that unfortunate 
sovereign kept his melancholy and 
poverty-stricken Court. This cele- 
brated chii.teau, after having suc- 
cessively been converted iuto barracks 
and a military prison, had been for 
some years abandoned, when the Emp. 
Napoleon III. decided on restoring it 
and converting it into a museum (open 
Sund. Tues, Thurs. 11 30 to 5; Wed. 
Frid. by card of admission) for Gaulish 
and Romano-Gaulish antiquities. The 
models of the Druidical remains are 
curious, and all the Gaulish and Celtic 
antiquities in the Louvre and other 
government museums are transferred 
hither, with models of warlike instru- 
ments and machines, and the col- 
lections of Northern antiquities pr^- 
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sented to Napoleon II [. by the King of 
Denmark. It will require some years 
before it is completed, and the col- 
lections arranged. Henri IV. built 
another palace at the end of the ter- 
race, of which nothing now remains 
but a sort of pavilion occupied by a 
restaurant, in which it is said Louis 
XIV. was born. The Parterre is a 
pretty garden, with flower-beds (the 
roses in the spring and summer are 
particularly fine and varied), shady 
walks, &c. : Entrance close to the 
station on 1. Adjoining is the * Terrassef 
a magnificent walk or drive 1^ m. 
(2400 metres) long, and 11 5 ft. wide, 
supported on one side by a wall, shaded 
on the other by trees, and commanding 
a very fine view of the plain of Paris. 
At the back of the Terrasse *tke Forest 
extends over 10,000 acres. There are 
many walks and drives in it, but the 
trees do not live much beyond 80 or 
90 years. The best way of seeing the 
forest will be to hire a carriage for a 
drive — 2 frs. an hour 1 horse; 2 frs. 
50 c. 2 horses. In the first chapel on 
rt. in the Parish Ch. is a monument 
to .Tames II. of England, erected by 
George IV. English Protestant service 
on Sundays at 1 1 ^ and 4. 

The Forest of St. -Germain, one of 
the largest in France, having a circuit 
of 21 m., occupies a promontory formed 
by a sweeping bend of the river Seine. 
It is intersected by roads offering 
agreeable rides and walks in all direc- 
tions, and by the Rouen Rly. In the 
midst of it is the Pavilion de la Muette 
(Dog'kennel), begun by Francis I. 
Deer, roes, and wild-boars are found 
in the remoter parts. 

The name of St.-Germain-en-Laye 
comes from a chapel and monastery of 
St. Germanus, built in the reign of 
King Robert, in the midst of the forest 
then called Silva Ledia, 



ROUTE 10. 

PARIS TO ROUEN, BY MAGNY. 

This was formerly one of the prin- 
cipal roads, but \s no^ deserted by 
travellers, 



Paris to Pontoise, by rail. (Rte, 3.) 

Pontoise to Rouen 87 kil. = 54 m. 
From Pontoise the road is uninterest- 
ing as far as 

9 m. Bord'haiM, a hamlet dependent 
on the village of de Vigny, whose fine 
old Castle, flanked by round towers, 
topped with extinguisher roofs, and 
surrounded by a moat, stands on the 
1. of the road. It was built by Car- 
dinal d'Amboise, minister of Louis 
XII., and is a picturesque specimen of 
domestic architecture of the beginning 
of the 16th cent. 

8 m. Magny Stat. {Inn: H. Grand 
Cerf.) In the pretty Church, in the latest 
Gothic, passing into the Italian style, 
is a monument, consisting of 3 marble 
statues kneeling, to the memory of the 
family of Villerond (date 1617); another 
in bas-relief recording the virtues of 
M. Dubuisson, pastor of the parish, and 
a richly ornamented canopy, carved, 
and bearing statues, which covers the 
baptismal font. Rly. to 8 m. Chars 
Junct. Stat. (Rte 11a). 

We now enter the district anciently 
called le Vexin, The little liver Epte 
divided the French from the Norman 
Vexin, and formed the boundary of 
Normandy. It is crossed at St. Clair- 
sur-Epte, whose ruined Castle, a mix- 
ture of late Norman and early pointed, 
is reputed the scene of the interview- 
between Charles the Simple and the 
pirate Rollo ; when the barbarian, con- 
queror, called upon to do homage fop 
the fertile province of Normandy, 
which he had in fact wrung from the 
weakness of the Prankish king, instead 
of kneeling to kiss the king's foot, 
seized the royal leg, and without bend- 
ing carried it to his mouth, so as to 
upset the monarch from his seat, 
amidst the laughter of the rude warriors 
of the north. 

The Epte is crossed on quitting St. 
Clair. 

11m. Thilliers-en' Vexin, in the midst 
of a plain of rich corn-land. Near the 
middle of this stage the road passes, at 
some distance on the rt., a village called 
Hacqueville, insignificant in itself, but 
deserving mention as the birthplace 
of Mark Isambart Brunei^ the great 
^n^ineer of th§ T^JiWC'S Ti;p09l, " 
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10 m. Kcouis contains a fine Gothic 
Church, on the plan of a Greek cross, 
founded by Enguerrand de Marigny, 
the high treasurer of Philippe le Bel, 
unjustly condemned to death with- 
out trial at the instigation of the sue* 
ceeding king's uncle, Charles of Va- 
lois, and hung on the robbers' gibbet 
of Mont&,ucon. His monument, set up 
in this church at a time when his in- 
nocence and worth were acknowledged, 
was destroyed at the Revolution. That 
of his brother, Archbishop of Rouen, is 
still surmounted by his effigy in white 
marble. He went as ambassador to 
Edward III. in 1342. There are seve- 
ral tombstones in the choir. 

A rapid ascent and descent carries 
the road across the industrious and pic- 
turesque vale of the Andelle, in the 
midst of which is 

6 m. Fleury-sw^'Andelle, About 10 m. 
N.E. of this, and 2 from Lyons la 
Foret, are the ruins of the Abbey of 
MoriemeTf begun 1154 by Heniy II. of 
Bngland. The church has been pulled 
down; but some of the conventual 
buildings in the style of transition from 
round to pointed — including a fine 
chapter-house (date 1 1 74) — remain. 

8 m. Xa Forge Feret, 

From the brow of the steep hill lead- 
ing down through deep cuttings into 
Kouen, a fine view is obtained of that 
city and the Seine. 
. 7 jn, RoPEN (Rte. 8). 



ROUTE 11. 

THE SEINE, A. — 8T.-GERMAIN TO ROUEN. 

As there are no longer passenger- 
steamers since the completion of the 
nulway, there is no means of per- 
fomiin^ the voyage down the Seine 
with any degree of comfort ; indeed, 
most oi the remarkable sites near it 
can be more conveniently reached from 



the rly. stations, as La Roche Guyon 
from Bonnieres, Ch&teau Gaillard and 
Les Andelys from Gaillon, &c. 

The scenes of the Seine {Sequdna, 
— from the Celtic seach, devious, and 
an, water) is very pleasing, almost 
meriting the epithet "beautiful;" its 
banks are abundantlv studded with 
towns, villages, and ch&teaux, and are 
alternately wooded, or rise in round 
bare hills, sometimes presenting escarp- 
ments to the river, which, from the 
white colour of the chalk, are not alto- 
gether picturesque. There are not 
many old castles — Ch&teau Gaillard, 
however, is an imposing and interesting 
ruin, and perhaps the finest feature iu 
the voyage. The number of islands in 
the river between Paris and Rouen is 
said to be 300. The circuitous windings 
of the river prolong the distance from 
Pecq to Rouen to 141 m., while by rly. 
it is only 71m. The most interesting 
objects on the river are described in 
Rte. 8. 

The He Belle, oppo^te Meulan, 
is reputed the prettiest in its whole 
course. 

rt., before reaching Vernon, is La 
Roche Guyon, 5 m. from Bon- 
nieres Stat., one of the largest cha- 
teaux on the Seine, and one of the 
most striking objects, a structure 
of different ages, part modem, part 
Gothic, situated at the base of a rock 
of chalk, which has been escarped 
artificially to make room for it. Th& 
kitchen, vaults, cellars, &c., are exca- 
vated in the rock, with merely fronts 
of brick. The oldest part is the tower 
on the eminence above, which is of 
the original work (12th cent.) except 
the upper part. It commands the 
country far and near, and com- 
municates with the ch&teau by long 
flights of steps cut in the hiUside. 
On the summit of the hill is a large 
reservoir for water, excavated out 
of the rock. The chftteau has been 
long the property of the La Rochefou- 
cauld family; it now belongs to the 
Duke of La Rochefbufiaut-Iiancourt. 
The bourg adjoining the castle has a 
handsome Gothic ch. " The houses of 
the poor people here, as on the Loire ia 

D 3 
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Touraine, ar^ burrowed into the chalk, 
and have a singular appearance ; here 
are 2 streets of them, one above an- 
other." — A, Youm/. A Suspension 
Bridf^e, of 656 ft. between the piers, 
has been thrown across the Seine here. 

rt. Limetz^ a village at a little dis- 
tance from the river, nearly marks the 
situation of the embouchure of the Epte, 
a small stream, which once formed the 
boundary or Zmu7 of Normandy. Charles 
the Simple, in 911, was fain to offer to 
the Noiinan Hollo all the territory ex- 
tending from this streamlet to the sea, 
and with it his fair daughter Gisela, to 
arrest the exterminating inroads of the 
warriors of the North. The offer was ac- 
cepted; and Neustria, receiving the name 
of its conquerors, became Normandy, 

rt. The hills which border the river, 
with nearly precipitous cliffs, have a 
singularly wavy outline, their curved 
tops being saddled, as it were, with 
green turf, while between them dry 
valleys or coombes open out. They 
rise in the form of an amphitheatre, 
encircling an extensive plain. Nearly 
at the centre of the curve which the 
• Seine here describes, on the summit of 
a commanding chalk cliff, rises 

rt. Chllteau Gaillard, a most pic- 
turesque ruin and interesting object, 
both from its situation and associations. 
Immediately below its frowning antique 
towers and crumbling crags, a light 
and convenient wire suspension-bridge 
has been thrown over the river. 

The castle was begun and finished 
in one year by King Richard CoBur de 
Lion, in defiance of his rival Philippe 
Augustus, and in the face of the treaty 
of Louviers, by which he had bound 
himself not to fortify Andelys, the 
little town on the river side. He 
thus broke it in substance, while .he 
kept to the letter. Exulting in his 
stronghold, as he first looked down 
from its commanding battlements on 
the defenceless town and exposed river 
below him, he named it, in the pride of 
his heart, his " Saucy Castle." Even 
now that it is reduced to a mouldering 
ruin, one cannot gaze up to its towering 
battlements, or down from them upon 
the sunny landscape below, without 
sharing in this feeling of exultation of 



the fierce soldier king, in the possession 
of a stronghold which enabled him to 
intercept the navigation of the Seine 
between Paris and the capital of Nor- 
mandy, to separate the French king's 
forts of Vernon and Gisors, and over- 
awe the country around with his armed 
bands. The eminence on which it 
stands projects forward, isolated from 
the neighbouring hills on all sides but 
one, where it is connected by a narrow 
tongue. This is cut through by a 
deep fosse skirting the outer line of 
wall. On all the other sides steep 
escarpments render the height in- 
accessible; towards the river, indeed, 
it presents a vertical precipice. Yet 
even along the edge of the cliff tall 
flanking towers were raised, some of 
which have long since toppled over, 
while others are tottering to their fall. 
But these were only the outworks ; 
within them rose a citadel of singular 
form and strength, — a huge irregular 
circle or drum tower, having a wavy 
surface alternately projecting and reced- 
ing, like a frustum of a fluted column. 
The circle is broken by the insertion of 
a round tower shaped externally like a 
dice-box on the side overhanging the 
Seine. This is the Donjon ^ and con- 
tained the royal apartments; its walls 
are 14 or !.*> ft. thick. The beauty of 
the masonry is remarkable, so is also 
the total absence of moulding or orna- 
ment. The whole building was for 
defence alone. A second deep fosse 
surrounds this citadel, cut in tlie 
chalk rock, here interspersed with flints 
which were used in the building, and 
thus it served at once as quarry and 
defence. Extensive caverns, supported 
by piers of the rock, left standing, 
branch off from one side of thir fosse ; 
they probably were used as stables. 
The original gateway into the citadel 
is no longer accessible, but entrance 
may be gained by clambering through 
a small sallyport in the comer. It is 
suggested that only a small part of the 
existing ruins belonged to the castle 
of King Kichard. At his death Philippe 
Augustus, waging war as the champion 
of rrince Arthur with John, laid siege 
to this castle. It was bravely defended 
by Roger de Lacy for 6 months, when 
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he was uaally starved into surrender. 
Ch&teau Gaillard continued to be the 
chief bulwark of Normandy down to 
1606, when Henri IV. demolished it 
along with other castles as dangerous to 
the lioyal authority. In 1314 two frail 
queens were immured within its walls, 
and one of them, Marguerite de Bour- 
gogne (heroine of la Tour de Nesle), 
wife of Louis X., was strangled here 
by order of her husband. David Bruce 
found an asylum here 1334, when an 
exile from Scotland, the castle having 
been ceded to him by Philippe of Valois. 
WHh a small garrison of 120 men it 
resisted for 16 months the forces of 
Henry V., and yielded at length because 
cut otf from a supply of water by the 
wearing out of the ropes by which the 
buckets were let down into the well ! 

Against the face of the cliff above 
the Seine rises a curious pigeon-house 
tower, lined with cells for the pigeons, 
a common appendage to ancient for- 
tresses. A chapel of recent date has 
been excavated in the rock near it. 

Below the castle rock is the town of 
Le Petit Andelys, It has a good 
church, 13th cent. The large and con- 
spicuous red building, surmounted by 
a dome at the lower end, is a Hospital 
founded by the Due de Penthi^vre. 

J.e Grand Andelys {Inn: H, Cerf, 
comfortable, fair prices ; the house is a 
picturesque specimen of domestic Go- 
thic architecture; it was the resi- 
dence of an Archbishop of Kouen, 
Pierre Harley, temp. Henri IV.). This 
town of 5161 Inhab., lies about 1 m. 
inland from the Seine. The Gothic ch, 
is a large, well proportioned and pre- 
served building of last half of 13th 
cent., Ohs, recessed portal at W. end. 
The ch. cx)ntains fine painted glass, and 
a rude representation of the neighboui> 
ing Chateau Gaillard carved in stone. 1 1 
has many rich details, including a fine 
oriel. Tumebus, the Greek commen- 
tator, was a native of Andelys. The 
hamlet Villers, 3^ m. from this, was the 
birthplace (1594) of Nicolas Poussin, 
the painter ; but the humble cottage in 
which he was born no longer exists. 
A monument has been set up to his 
memory (1851) in the market-place of 
Great Andelys. In the Mairie is a 



picture by him — Coriolanus among the 
Volsci, receiving his mother and wife. 
La Fontaine de Ste, Clothilde alone 
recalls to mind the monastery founded 
here by the first Christian queen of 
France. It is swept away, but the 
water of the well is believed by the 
peasantry to retain the virtues imparted 
to it by the royal saint, and to cure 
their children of stomachaches. 

Andelys is about 6 m. from the 
Stat, of Gaillon, to which there are 
public conveyances (Rte. 8). There is 
a direct post-road to Rouen by Pont St. 
Pierre. 

The Seine, leaving behind the white 
crags and towering ruins of Ch&teau 
Gaillard, makes a wide sweep along 
the base of a series of chalk cliffs. 
This curve of the river is 18 m. 
long, while the direct distance from 
(rt.) Thuit to the mouth of theAndelle 
is only 8. There is no place worth 
notice on the Seine between these two 
points. The i*ailway emerges from a 
tunnel near (rt.) Venables, and skirts 
the river. 

rt. The pretty and industrious valley 
of the Andelle opens out into the 
Seine at the foot of a green hill, " the 
last of a long promontory," bearing the 
name of Cdte des Deux Amans. It is 
the scene of the old romantic Lay of 
Maiy of France— of the young lover 
who was to marry the mistress of his 
heart, a king's daughter, provided he 
could carry her to the top of the hill 
without stopping to rest. He fell dead 
under his precious burthen, exhausted 
with the exertion, just as he reached 
the summit ; at which the king's 
daughter died of a broken heart, and 
was buried in the same grave with him. 
The hardhearted father, who had caused 
this catastrophe by imposing such cruel 
conditions, struck with remorse, founded 
on the spot where it occurred a convent 
whose existence is traced to an early 
period, but the building now standing on 
the top of the hill is not older than 1685, 
A bridge has been thrown across for 
the rlv. a little above the influx of 

1. The Eure, from which the dept. 
is named, a considerable river, on 
which stands Louviers (Rte. 8). The 
Eure falls into the Seine 2^ m. above. 
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1. Pont de TArche (Rte. 8). This 
town is only 12 m. from Rouen ; whilst, 
in consequence of several serpentine 
bends, the distance by water is 33. 
The Seine abounds in islands in this 
part of its course, which increase the 
intricacies of the navigation. 

1. A little below the bridge stand the 
remains of the Abbey of Bon Port, con- 
sisting of the refectory (1 3th cent.), and 
another monastic edifice, the ch, being 
quite destroyed. It was founded 1190 
by Richard Coeur de Lion, in gratitude 
for his escape from drowning in the 
Seine, into which he had plunged while 
pursuing a stag. On reaching the bank, 
after a severe struggle with the current, 
he called the spot "bon port," and 
vowed to build a ch. The approach to 
the town of Elbeuf is marked by the 
number of tall chimneys, and the many 
floating arks moored in the midst of 
the river, used for washing wool and 
cloths. 

1. Elbeuf (/wn; H. de TUnivers), 
Pop. 2l,7S4, is exclusively a manufac- 
turing town (on rly. from Oissel to 
Serquigny ; see Rts. 8 andj25) ; and, if 
Rouen has any claim to be compared to 
Manchester, it may be called a French 
Leeds, as one of the principal seats 
of the manufacture of woollen cloths ; 
more than half of its inhabitants, and 
about 20,000 persons in the adjoining 
communes being weavers, or occupied 
in other departments of this branch 
of industry. Its situation on the 1. 
bank of the Seine is advantageous to 
its prosperity. The wise enactments 
of the sage Colbert (1669) promoted 
greatly its already thriving commerce ; 
but the revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes annulled their good effect, dis- 
persing its industrious artisans, who 
settled in Leyden, Norwich, and Lei- 
cester. The manufactures of Elbeuf 
did not recover from this check until 
the events of 1815, relieving France 
from the competition of Belgium, gave 
them so decided an impulse that their 
produce is now threefold greater than 
it was then. The value of the cloth 
made here in one year is estimated at 
more than a million sterling. , 

The two Gothic churchesofSt. Ettenne 
and St, Jean contain curious painted 



glass; in the latter is a window pre- 
sented by the clothworkers* guild some- 
where aoout 1466, in which various 
implements of the craft, such as sheai*s 
and teasels, arc introduced. 

The working classes are generally 
industrious and economical, and are 
consequently far better off than those 
of Rouen. Steamers daily to Rouen. 

[Omnibus twice daily (Ifr. 50c.) to 

S. 12 ni. Neubourg, a town of 2567 
Inhab., formerly a strong fortress, be- 
sieged and taken by our Henry I. in 
1118, and the eldest son (aged 6) of 
Henry II. was married here in 1160 
to Margaret (aged 7), daughter of 
Louis VII. In 1198 the town was 
burnt by Jean sans Tej-re, and sub- 
sequently long occupied by the Eng- 
lish. The fine Pointed oA. has two low 
towers. A portion still remains of 
the chateau, in which, in the reigu of 
Louis XIV., the first representation in 
France of an opera was given. The 
owners of the castle, the Dukes of 
Harcourt-Beuvron, subsequently re- 
moved to, 3 m. farther, the stately 
Chateau of Champ de BataiUe, The 
chapel has some good monuments. The 
gardens, theatre, and great gallery 
deserve notice.] 

1. The Rocks of Orival, a range of 
chalk cliffs beginning at Elbeuf, con- 
sisting of detached pinnacles and pro- 
jecting shelves, formed by the hard 
flint layers inclosed in the rock, pre- 
sent a singular outline of fantastic 
forms. On a platform halfway up 
their face a small chapel has found a 
niche; it is partly excavated in the 
rock, so are likewise many dwell- 
ings around it. One of these needles 
of chalk, called Roche de Pignon, 
rises 200 ft. above the river. The 
Rouen Rly. crosses the river and an 
island in the midst of it at an oblique 
angle near Oissel. 

rt. From Oissel, marked by its 
spire, to Rouen the river is thickly 
set with islands covered with rows of 
tall poplars. Beyond (rt.) Authieux 
the rt. bank rises in tall chalk cliffs, 
at the base of which, between them 
and the Seine, runs the carriage-road 
to Paris, passing a series of villages 
and manufactories. 
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1, St.'Etienne de Rouvray, William 
the Conqueror was hunting in the 
forest of Rouvray, which still exists 
behind this village, when the news 
was brought him of the death of 
Edward the Confessor, and of the 
usurpation of the throne by Harold, 
his brother-iu-law. 

KopEN (Rte. 8). 



ROUTE llA. 

PABIS TO DIEPPE, BY PONTOISE, CISOR8, 
GOURNAY, FORGES, AND NEUFCHATEL 
RAILWAY. 

KiL Miles. 
Paris (St. Lazare Stat.) to 

Pontoise 29 18 

Gitiors 69 48 

Gournay ....... 84 52 

Serqueux 119 74 

Neufchatel 134 83 

Dieppe 157 97 

This direct Raihcay opens a new 
line of communication between Paris 
and the shores of the Channel, and 
passes through an important agricul- 
tural country. In absolute distance it 
is 20 m. shorter than that by Rouen 
and the Valley of the Seine. 

The first part, as far as Pontoise, is 
described under Rte. 3. 
18 m. Pontoise Stat. 
14 m. Chars Junct. Stat. The villagt 
is in the valley of the Viosne. Rly. to 
8 m. Magny, Rte. 10. 

Chaumont-en-Vexin Stat., on the top 
of a hill, from which there is a mag- 
nificent view. 

14 m. Gisors Junct. Stat. (Buffet) 
(Inn: H. de TEcu), an ancient town of 
3753 Inhab., prettily situated ou the 
Epte. Its ramparts are converted into 
agreeable promenades, whose planta- 
tions encircle the ruins of its com- 
manding Castle^ once the bulwark of 
Normandy on the side of France, and 
still retaining many interesting charac- 
teristics of a feudal fdrtress. The oc- 
tagonal Donjon especially, and its in- 
elosure, crowning the top of a high 
artificial conical mound, are of the most 



solid construction, and are works of the 
12th cent., built by our Henry II. The 
walls of a dungeon under one of the 
towers have been curiously carved with 
a nail by some unfortunate prisoner. 
At an interview which took place here 
between Henry and Louis VII., the 
two monarchs agreed to assume the 
cross for the recovery of Jerusalem. 

The Ch. of SS, Gervais and Protais 
presents a combination of styles, and 
an abundance of uncouth sculptures: 
it has a choir built in the 13th cent, by 
Blanche of Castille (it is said) ; the nave 
and remainder of the ch. are of a 
later period. The grand portal, richly 
carved, is of the latest style of florid 
Gothic. This Ch. has double aisles. 
In the Baptistery a sculptured Tree of 
Jesse. The organ-loft, and an emaciated 
monumental effigy, both attributed to 
Jean Gonjon, merit notice, and there is 
some good painted glass in the windows. 
In the S. aisle is a singular twisted 
column, surrounded by spiral bands of 
tracery. 

A timber-framed house of pictu- 
resque Renaissance style in the Rue 
des Tanneurs, near the H6tel de Ville, 
deserves the attention of the tourist 

Rly, to Pont de TArche and to Ver- 
non, both ou the line from Paris to 
Rouen (Rte. 8). 

From Gisors the rly. follows the 
valley of the Epte, ascending gradu- 
ally and passing by numerous villages 
as far as to 

17 m. Gournay Junct. Stat. (Inn: H. 
du Nord), a town of 3353 Inhab., cele- 
brated for its butter ; it is situated in 
the district formerly called the Pays 
de Bray. 

The Church of St. Hildevert was 
begun in the 1 1th cent., but not finished 
until the 1 3th, and its W. front, with 
pointed arches, is perhaps of the latter 
date. In the interior, very massive 
round piers support semicircular arches 
inclining to the horseshoe form. I'he 
sculptured ornaments of the capitals are 
very remarkable for variety of pattern. 
Herrinff-bone masonry occurs in the E. 
end. About 4 m. from Gournay is the 
Abbev Church of St. Germery as grand 
and large as a cathedral, of the 13th 
cent., but going to ruin. It contains an 
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arcaded altar of the same period. Near 
it is an elegant chapel, in the style of 
the Sainte Chapelle (1259), well re- 
stored, retaining good old glass. 

Tiiere is some pretty scenery in the 
valley of the Epte about Gournay. 
[Branch Rly. 41 m. to Creil by Beau- 
vais (Rte. 4).] The rly. continues to 
follow the valley of the Epte to 

14 m. Serqueux Junct. Stat., on the 
line from Amiens to llouen, from which 
that to Neufchatel and Dieppe diverges. 
(See Rte. .5.) 

9 ni. JS^eufcIuitel-en-Bray Stat, (/hn ; H. 
du Grand Cerf), a town of 3616 Inhab., 
celebrated for its cream cheeses, called 
Bondons. The Church of Notre Dame 
has an elegant portal of the 1 5th cent, 
and contains the relics of St. Clotilda ; 
there is a small public library with 
some MSS., and a collection of local 
antiquities. Neufchatel is situated near 
the head -waters of the Bethune, a 
stream which the rly. follows for 
22 m. to Dieppe, passing near Bures, 
where there is an interesting ch., the 
entrance of the 12-1 3th cent. Near 
the ch., a handsome house of 1 5th cent, 
with carvings. Argues, 4 m. before 
reaching Dieppe, at the junction of the 
Ea 111 lie and Bethune, is described Rte. 6. 

Dieppe in Rte. 6. 



ROUTE 12. 

THE SEINE, B.— ROUEN TO HAVRE AND 
HONFLEUR. 

85^ Eng. m. The distance to Havre 
by rly. is 55^ m. 

Steamers every second day during 
the summer months, returning on the 
alternate days, performing the voyage 
in from 6 to 8 hrs. 

The scenery is so pleasing, that, not- 
withstanding the windings of the river, 
the voyage in fine weather is very 
agreeable. 

T/ie places where the steamers stop 
for passengers are marked with an 
asterisk (*). 

The hour of starting varies so as 



to enable the vessels to meet the top of 
the tide off QuilleboBuf, and by the aid 
of it to pass the shifting sands there. 

For some distance below Rouen the 
river is intersected by numerous islands 
planted with willows and poplars. 
The hills near Rouen are dotted with 
white country houses. 

rt. The vale of Bapaume, beset with 
cotton factories, opens out. 

1. Petit Queoilly (3 m. from Rouen). 
Here is an ancient chapel of St, Julien, 
restored, and now dedicated to St. 
Pierre ; it is in the Romanesque style, 
terminated by an apse with round- 
headed windows and doors, and was 
built soon after 1162 by our Henry H., 
who had a hunting-seat in the adjoin- 
ing forest. 

rt. Canteleu, a chateau of the time 
of Louis XIV. ; its terraces and gar- 
dens were laid out by Le Ndtre, but 
have been modernised. The ch. has 
double oak doors, admirably carved 
with figures, perhaps by the same hand 
as those at St. Maclou, Rouen. — D. T. 

rt. Dieppedale, a long row of houses 
bordering the river. 

1. Grand Quevilly once contained a 
Protestant ch. (temple) capable of hold< 
ing 10,500 persons; but in 1685, 
through the machinations of the Jesuits, 
it was closed, and a few months after 
razed to the ground. This act of 
intolerance was committed shortly 
before the revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes, and entailed persecution and 
6xile on the large and industrious Re- 
formed community which then occu- 
pied this district. 

1. *MoulineauXy a prettily situated 
but poor village, on the high-road 
to Honfleur (Rte. 23), has a pretty 
Ch, in the earliest Pointed style of the 
13th cent., containing some good wood- 
work of 1 6th cent. On the hill above it 
are some of the walls and dungeons of a 
castle destroyed by King John, which, 
according to the tradition, once belonged 
to Rohert the Devil, a fabulous per- 
sonage, a sort of Norman Blue Beard, 
who murdered his friends and mis- 
tresses, and in the end sold himself to 
the evil one. Some suppose hira to 
have been Duke Robert, the father of 
William the Conqueror. 
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1. Near *Za Bouille (Rte. 9) and 
Caumont are extensive quarries of 
building-stone. Bare yellow clitfs line 
the river for some distance. 

rt. *St.- GeorgeS'de-Boscherville. This 
famous abbey stands at some distance 
from the Seine, near the Havre road 
{Rte, 13), and is only just visible from 
the river. 

The Seine makes a bend 18 m. 
between Rouen and this point. 

rt. *Duclair, a pretty village tra- 
versed by the road to Havre (Rte. 
13), squeezed in between the river and 
the rocks,' one of which, an elevated 
crag, goes by the name of la Chair e 
de Gargantua. There is an interesting 
church; "the central part late in 12th 
cent., with marble piers; the aisles 
(very much later), into which the old 
clerestory windows of the nave open, 
have wooden waggon-roofs and tie- 
beams which spring from the gaping 
mouths of dragons. There is a low 
central tower." — D. T. Near Duclair 
large blocks of very hard chalk (crate 
grise) are quarried from the cliffs, and 
worked as ar freestone for gate-posts, 
copings, &c. ; no frost seems to touch 
it. The rt. bank again sweeps round 
to the S., its elevated slope covered 
with hanging woods. 

rt. It is recorded that at the hamlet 
of Mesnil, Agnes Sorel, favourite of 
Charles VII., breathed her last in the 
arms of the king. An old building is 
still pointed out as her abode ; it retains 
chimneys of the 1 5th cent. It was 
called Mesnil la Belle ; and is now a 
labourer's cottage. The 1. bank below 
Mesnil rises into round hills of con- 
siderable height, part bare, part wooded : 
houses few, and scenery solitary. To 
this succeeds on the rt. a verdant plain, 
a peninsula formed by the winding 
river, out of the midst of which rise 
|he twin towers of the Abbey of Ju- 
mi^ges (Rte. 13). 

1. The Chateau de Maillerayej 
situated at the water's edge, below the 
village of Guerbaville, has been swept 
away to make room for a large ship- 
builder's yard. 

Below Mailleraye the river widens 
considerably, and its channel is beset 
with the sand'bauks which render navi- 



gation difficult, leaving pnly a narrow 
passage in the middle for vessels to 
pass. 

rt. *Caudehec: see Rte. 13. 

A humble stnicture at the foot 
of the steep wooded heights below 
Caudebec is the Chapel of N. £>, de 
Barre-y-va, much resorted to by sailors, 
who have covered its walls with ex- 
votos, paintings, models of ships, &c. 
The name is probably derived from 
the much-dreaded Barre, or Bore, as- 
cending from the estuary of the Seine 
at times thus far. 

rt. * Villequier, prettily placed, and 
forming an agreeable intermixture of 
trees and houses surmounted by a 
Gothic spire, is a fishing village and 
station of the pilots. The Ch, has 
some late painted glass, and its original 
font. 

1. Vatteville, a village of 1041 Inhab. 
The Ch. has a handsome choir, tran- 
septs, square tower, and nave, in the 
Renaissance style, with rich 1 eth cent, 
stained glass. 

The Seine, which has run nearly 
due S. from Caudebec, resumes its 
original direction from E. to W. below 
Vieux Port, and preserves the same 
as far as its mouth. Its banks, retir- 
ing to a considerable distance from each 
other, allow it to expand into a wide 
but shallow estuary. 

I. * Quillebceuff an important town and 
small seaport which Henri IV. wished 
to convert into a fortress, is built on 
a projecting promontory, at the ex- 
tremity of which stands its massive 
church-tower and lighthouse. The Ch, 
is Norman (11th cent.) and has some 
points of interest. This is the station 
of the pilots who carry vessels through 
the intricate navigation of the mouth 
of the Seine, from Havre and Honfleur 
as far as Villequier. 

This is the most difficult and dan- 
gerous portion of the whole river for 
vessels, on account of the strong tide and 
shifting sands, and only to be passed 
at or near high water. Shipwrecks 
occurred frequently before the in- 
troduction of steam tugs, which, by 
enabling vessels to pass, even when the 
wind is unfavourable, has diminished 
the delay and risks. So shifting are 
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the sand-banks off Quilleboeuf that 
they have been known to change their 
position considerably in the course of 
a few months: this occurred in 1840, 
The cause of this must be looked 
for in the sudden contraction of the 
river at this point to about J m., while 
a little below it is 3 m. wide. The con- 
sequence is that the vast mass of water 
poured into the Seine very commonly 
enters the river in the form of a lofty 
wave, a kind of wall of water, 1 to 3 ft. 
high, called La Barre, and similar 
to the Bore at the mouth of the Severn. 
It stretches across from one bank to 
the other, marked by a line of foam, 
sweeping all before it with a roar like 
thunder, heard a considerable time be- 
fore it arrives. It seems to acquire the 
greatest force abreast of QuilleboBuf, 
where it dashes over the quays, hurling 
vessels against them, and sometimes 
injuring the buildings; it extends as 
high as Caudebec. 

rt. Through the vista up the valley 
of the Bolbec, which opens opposite 
Quilleboeuf, a glimpse is obtained of 
the castle towers of Lillebonne, a place 
celebrated for its remains of a Koman 
theatre (Rte. 13). 

rt. The opening of another small 
valley is marked on one side by a con- 
spicuous white rock called La Pierre 
Gante (? Geante), overhanging the Seine 
from a height of 200 ft., and on the other 
by the Castle of Tancarville, SL^eneroble 
stronghold of the chamberlains of the 
Dukes of Normandy, planted on a high 
cliflp forming part of the headland 
called Nez de Tancarville. To the 
water-side it presents an open terrace, 
on which stands. a modern mansion, 
with sash windows, and a tall watch- 
tower, round on one side, and an- 
gular like a bastion on the other. 
Behind stretch two long lines of 
varied and stately towers connected by 
curtains forming a large triangular in- 
dosure, forming once the castle courts, 
now grass-grown and encumbered with 
ruins. The country behind it is a 
dense forest, over which these ancient 
battlements peer majestically. The 
best-preserved portions are the gate- 
house with caged windows, and grooves 
for double portcullis, and the contiguous 



tower dating from the latter half of 
the 15th cent. Here, within walls 9 ft. 
thick, may be seen the " cachots *' — 
and the " chambre de question " which 
is frequently mentioned by the old 
annalists. In a corner tower (FAigle), 
on the brow of the cliff overhang- 
ing the Seine, one or two old wall- 
pieces, so consti-ucted as to be loaded 
from the breech, are preserved. In 
this part only of the old castle do the 
roofs and floors remain. All the rest 
consists of mere shattered walls, gutted 
towers, inclosures dark and overgrown 
with nettles and hemlock, which now 
luxuriate on the heartlis of the Tancar- 
villes, Montmoreucys, Harcourts, and 
La Tours d*Auvergne, its ancient 
owners. The chapel and the Salle des 
Chevaliers, with 3 fireplaces, are worthy 
of notice, as also the loftiness of some 
of the towers, and their singular form : 
the Tour du Lion, or du Viable, is cir- 
cular externally; the Tour Coquesart, 
60 ft. high, of 5 storeys piled one over 
the other, and still surmounted by the 
stone-groined ribs of its roof, while all 
the rest is fallen, is in the shape of a 
triangle with curved sides. It com- 
municates behind with the Donjou, 
which was detached from the body 
of the castle and entered by a draw- 
bridge. It contains a well 300 ft. 
deep. The date of its construction is 
the early part of the 15th cent., and 
scarcely any portion of the castle seems 
older. The English under Henry V, 
burned down the one that pre-existed 
in 1437. From the last of the noble 
owners whose names are above men- 
tioned, Tancarville fell into the hands 
of Law of Lauriston, of South Sea 
notoriety. It was plundered and de- 
molished at the Revolution ; but after 
having been for 20 years attached to 
a hospital at Havre, it has reverted 
to a descendant of the Montmorency s, 
a M. de Lambertye. The hamlet of 
fishers* huts beneath the castle has a 
fair little Iiin, the H. du Havre, the 
master of which has the key of the 
ruins. The distance from Lillebonue 
by an excellent road is 8 J m., and from 
St. Romain Stat, on the rly. to Havre 
(Rte. 14) about 10 m. in all, or 7 from, 
the village of St. Romain. 
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Below this the banks of the Seine 
are too distant and destitute of objects 
of interest to need further notice, 
excepting the towns and ports of 

rt. Habfleub, in Rte. 14. 

1. HonfleuTy which are noticed in 
Rte. 23. 

Passengers can be put ashore here, 
where they can take the Ely. to Lisieux 
and Caen. It is about 7 m. across to 

rt. Havre, in Kte. 14. 



ROUTE 13. 

BOUEN TO HAVRE— LOWER ROAD, BY ST.- 
GEORGE - B03CHERVILLE, JUMIEGES, 
CAUDEBEC, AND LILLEBONNE« 

86 kilom=53^ Eng. m. 

Although the Hailroad or Steamer 
from Rouen to Havre (Rtes. 12 and 
14) will be the most convenient 
way of reaching the interesting 
sites on this route, yet the present 
road is one of the most agreeable 
in Normandy, both for the views 
of the Seine which it commands, and 
for the succession of ancient ecx^lesiasti- 
cal remains in the vicinity of which it 
passes. It is hilly. A little way beyond 
the cotton-spinning vUlage of Bapaume, 
the road surmounts the long hill of 
Canteleu, from whose top Rouen is 
seen to very great advantage, and the 
Seine winding away S. to encircle the 
ridge of which the hill of Canteleu 
forms a part. On the 1. is the Chateau 
of Canteleu (Rte. 12), which commands 
the view in perfection, and about 2 m. 
beyond it a road turning off to the 1. 
lesids to the 

Abbey of St. Georges de Boscherville, 
whose Church of 12th cent, is one of 
the most unaltered ecclesiastical monu- 
ments in Normandy. It was founded 
by Raoul de Tancarville, chamberlain 
of the Conqueror, previous to the Con- 
quest, and consecrated in the founder's 
presence. The Abbey was destroyed 
at the Revolution, but the church was 
preserved for the us^ of the parish. 



It has the best circular Norman work, 
without the heaviness which prevails 
in English examples. The W. end 
has a circalar-headed door, with 5 sets 
of mouldings, and in its richness rather 
resembles the English than the French- 
Norman. On either side are graceful 
turrets with spires, of 1 3th cent. " The 
vaulting of nave and transepts is 
pointed, but the rest of the arches are 
circular. At the ends of the transepts 
are lofts or tribunes as at Winchester, 
carried by a pair of arches, with a pier 
between. Under each of them, to the 
E., is a small circular apse. The aisles 
do not run round the main apse, but 
terminate to the E. in small apses. 
At the end of the N. transept is the 
Chapter-housey a beautiful vaulted room 
with round and pointed arches and 
much enrichment, especially about the 
triple-arched porch, built by Abbot 
Victor, 1211."— D. T. 

Returning to the high-road, we de- 
scend to the borders of the Seine, on 
which is situated the village (St. Mar- 
tin, 900 Inhab.) and post-station. 

20 m. Duciair (6 m. from St. George's), 
a row of houses between the river and 
the cliffs, one of which is called La 
Chaire de Gargantua, (See Rte. 12.) 

The Seine again takes a widely 
curving sweep, while the road cuts 
across the neck of the peninsula. In 
the midst of this the twin towers of 
the Jlhey of Jumieges are conspicuous. 
A cross road turns off to it near Fain- 
ville, from where it is about 2 m. 
distant. Jumieges was the most im- 
portant monastic institution on the 
banks of the Lower Seine for its extent, 
the number of its inmates, and its share 
in promoting learning during the dark 
ages, and its ruins now tower venerable 
and majestic above the humble timber- 
framed and chalk-walled cottages of 
the village. It has been compared with 
some of the Romanesque churches on 
the Rhine in its statelv W. fagade, 
surmounted by towers which have lost 
their spires ; square below, but octa- 
gonal and of later date above. Between 
them the porch projects in an unusual 
manner. This and the entire nave as 
far as the cross, surmounted by a more 
massive central tpv^r, pue pi4<? Pf 
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-which only remains, is of unchanged 
early Norman (date 1067, the year 
after the Conquest). The round arches 
are supported alternately on square 
piers and circular columns; their capi- 
tals, destitute of sculpture, were orna- 
mented with painted foliage, some 
traces of which still remain. The in- 
terior is in a state of ruin, entirely 
roofless, save a fragment of vault- 
ing iu the aisles ; greensward supplies 
the place of pavement ; the £. end, 
which was in the pointed style of the 
13th cent., has been razed to its found- 
ations. For the origin of this dilapi- 
dation the Revolution has to answer, 
but its consummation is of recent 
date, this ancient and interesting &bric 
having been absolutely quarried and 
carted away to build bams with its 
materials. The stone employed is a 
hard chalk imbedding flints, which are 
frequently exposed in the courses of 
the piers. The present owner fortu- 
nately has respect for the ruins, and 
watches over their preservation, having 
fitted up the old gatehouse for his resi- 
dence. A number of curiously and 
rudely sculptured fragments, keystones, 
bas-reliefs, &c., have been discovered by 
him, and merit notice. His plan of the 
ruins will be viewed with interest. Be- 
neath a plain black marble slab, now 
broken into several pieces, and lying in 
a corner, was once deposited the heart 
of " Agnes Seurelle (Sorel), Dame de 
Beaulte." She died near this, at Mesnil, 
in 1459, and Charles VII., her royal 
lover, had apartments fitted up in the 
abbey in order to be near her. She 
was a benefactress to Jumieges, and the 
monks retained her heart, Uiough her 
body was interred at Loches in Touraine. 
Breaute, near Dieppe, was the name of 
one of her domains; some have read 
the inscription erroneously " Dame de 
Beauts" Another mutilated monument 
has been brought to light consisting 
of mutilated effigies of youths in royal 
costumes, with circlets on their heads, 
known by the name of " les Enerv^s " 
({. e, the hamstrung), from a tradition 
that they represent the two sons of 
Clovis XL, who, having rebelled against 
their mother, Bathilde, daring their 
father's absence, suffered the cruel pun- 



ishment of having the sinews of their 
arms and legs cut. They were then 
bound and set adrift in a boat on the 
Seine, whose current wafted them as far 
as Jumieges, where they were kindly 
received by the monks, and ended their 
days. On the S. side of the ch. are 
remains of the chapel of St, Pierre, a 
pointed work of the 14th cent. ; and of 
a large vaulted apartment called *' Salle 
des Gardes de Charles VII.," parallel 
with which runs a very extensive 
range of subterranean vaults, probably 
cellars. The ruins of Jumieges, now 
the property of M. Pel-Caintel, him- 
self an antiquary, may be visited from 
1 to 4 o'clock daily. 

3 m. S. of Jumieges is Mesnil-sous- 
Jumieges, where stood the manoir built 
for Agnes Sorel by Charles VII. 



The high road beyond TainviUe and 
Le Trait is carried on a lofty terrace 
along the shoulders of the hUls, com- 
manding a most pleasing view of the 
windings of the Seine. Nearly in front 
the intervening slopes are covered with 
orchards and gardens, and on the oppo- 
site bank stood the Chateau ofMailleraye 
(Rte. 12). At the little village Caude- 
becquet, about 3 m. before reaching 
Caudebec, a road turning to the rt. 
leads in 1^ m. to another monastic 
ruin of great antiquity, St. Wandrille, 
founded by the saint of that name in 
the 7th cent., and at first called Fon- 
tanelle. Here may be seen some elegant 
pointed arches,- sole relics of a ch, sold at 
the Revolution for building-materials, 
and pulled down or blown up since 
1828. The conventual buildings, a 
palace in extent, in the Italian style of 
the 16th or 17th cent., were purchased 
in 1863 by the Marquis of Stack- 
poole, an Englishman, chamberlain 
of the Pope, and have been restored. 
The Cloisters behind them contain 
several arches, rich morceaux of flam- 
boyant Gothic, and a Lavatory, with a 
few relics of sculpture. The Refectory 
is lined with a circular arcade in the 
Transition style. 

The good judgment of the monks is 
very conspicuous in the choice of the 
site for this convent, a nook shut out 
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from the world ia a side valley of 
the Seine, fertile, well watered, and 
wooded. The hillside to the N. was 
terraced to form gardens and shady 
walks. On the top of the height above 
them is the little chapel of St. Saturnin, 
an early Norman stnicture (11th cent.), 
with 3 apses and windows like loopholes 
and walls of herring-bone masonry, 
many centuries older than any part of 
the convent below. St. Wandrille is 
about 4 m. from 

1 6 m. Caudehec. (Inns : H. de la Bien 
Venue, good cuisine ; H. de 1' Aigle d'Or ; 
H. de la Marine.) This is one of the 
prettiest little antiquated towns on the 
Seine, with its quay and terrace along 
the waterside, shaded by trimmed elms, 
forming a screen before the row of 
houses which face the river, a favourite 
subject of the landscape painter Vernet. 
The old wooden buildings in the heart 
of it, particularly those in the narrow 
Rue de la Boucher ie, have been scarcely 
at all modernised, and are highly pic- 
turesque. In its outskirts the hills 
are dotted with neat villas and country 
seats. ' Its only remarkable edifice is 
its Church J a beautiful Gothic building 
in the florid style of the 15th and 
IGth cents., in the form of a paral- 
lelogram without transepts, the aisles 
being continued round the choir. It 
is surmounted by a square bell-tower, 
and a spire rising to a height of 
330 ft., of open stonework, the flam- 
boyant traceiy in it taking the form 
of fleurs-de-lis. Its flying buttresses 
and variously patterned parapets are 
very elegant. It was begun 1426, and 
stands at the side of the church. The 
gorgeous triple portal at the W. end, 
with side porches, all exuberantly 
ornamented with foliage, statues and 
niches (the upper part of inferior re- 
naissance) ; the rose-window merits 
notice. The interior is very admir- 
able, considering its late date; it is 
uniform, lofty, and of fine proportion, 
the plain and ornamented parts are 
well balanced. There is much fine 
painted glass of the 16th cent., and 
a wooden cover to the font, carved 
in relief with subjects from the life of 
Christ. The spaces between the but- 
tresses are occupied by sm^^U chapels ; 



the central one, the Lady Chapel, 
behind the high altar, is distinguished 
by a finely groined roof, the ribs of 
which descend in the centre to form a 
pendant of stone, 14 ft. long, ending in a 
carved boss. In the next chapel of St. 
Sepulchre is a group of 8 figures, as 
large as life, representing personages 
at the tomb of our Lord, under a florid 
Gothic canopy. The master mason of 
the church, Guillaume Le Tellier, is 
buried in the Lady Chapel : he was 
employed on it 30 years, to his death, 
1484, and in that time completed the 
upper part of the nave, the choir and 
chapels around it, including the Lady 
Chapel. 

Caudebec was anciently a strong 
fortress, capital of the Pays de Caux ; 
it was taken 1419 by the English, 
under Talbot and Warwick ; and, 
during the wars of religion, Alex- 
ander Farnese, Duke of Parma, com- 
mander of a Spanish force sent in aid 
of the League, lost his arm in recon- 
noitring the ramparts, 1 592. His army, 
having been hemmed in by that of 
Henri IV., escaped by crossing the 
Seine here — a masterly movement, 
effected without loss of a gun or a 
man, under fire of a Dutch flotilla. In 
Rue de la Boucherie is & bit of good 
domestic Gothic, 13th cent., once a 
convent. 

[The whole country between Caude- 
bec and Yvetot (by omnibus, good road, 
7^ m., Rte. 14) was within living 
memory covered with wood, of which 
nothing now remains except the trees 
round the farmhouses. About l^ m. 
up the valley stands the Church of St, 
Gertrude y repaired 1841: it merits 
notice for its Gothic of. the 16th cent., 
and its stone tabernacle.] 

The Havre road beyond Caudebec 
quits the Seine, not to rejoin it until 
near Harfleur. It mounts a steep ascent 
and traverses a part of the table-land 
of the Pays de Caux. There is nothing 
of interest until we descend into the 
valley where lies the town of 

16 Lilleboime {Inn: H. du Com- 
merce), 5049 Inhab., prettily situated 
on the Bolbec stream, and interesting 
particularly for the ruins of its Roman 
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theatre — a relic of the aDcient Julia 
Bona, capital of the Caletes (inha- 
bitants of the Pays de Caux), of 
which the present town occupies the 
site. The road, on entering the town, 
passes under the old Castle on the 
rt., and nearly over the space which 
must have anciently been the stage 
of the * Roman Theatre, On the 1. is 
seen the semicircular portion allotted 
to the spectators, for the most part cut 
out of the hill, which formed a gradual 
slope for the seats to rest on. The 
remains consist chiefly of foundations, 
and have been laid open since 1812. 
The fragments of walls in the centre 
belonged probably to the orchestra, 
those on the slope of the side to the 
dressing-rooms. On the hill, among 
fragments of masonry, are several 
semicircular terraces, one above the 
other, with traces of the vomitories, or 
entrances; and round the whole runs 
a vaulted passage, gradually rising 
from the side to the centre, by which 
entrance was obtained to the upper 
seats. The walls and part of the vaults 
here remain tolerably perfect ; they are 
supported by many spurs or buttresses. 
The walls are feced with ashlar masonry, 
or with small stones about the size of 
bricks neatly jointed, the centre filled 
in with rubble of flint strongly ce- 
mented with grouting, the whole 
banded together at irregular intervals 
by courses of red tiles. The stone em- 
ployed is a porous but coherent cal- 
careous tufa, which is to this day de- 
posited by the water of a neighbouring 
brook. This is the best preserved, and 
indeed almost the only example of an 
ancient theatre in the N. of Europe. 
It measured across the chord of the 
arc 300 ft., and the dimensions of 
the circular corridor were 625. The 
ground in and about the town can 
scarcely be turned up without disclos* 
ing ancient remains of one sort or 
another. In 1870 a fine large mosaio 
of hunting scenes, supposed to belong 
to a Temple of Diana, and well pre^ 
served, was uncovered in the Quartier 
St. Denis. The Museum at Rouen*has 
been greatly enriched from this mine 
of antiquities. 
On the opposite side of the hjgli 



road, looking down upon the theatre, 
is the * Castle, a picturesque ruin, histo- 
rically interesting as the residence of 
Wm. the Conqueror, who here called 
together his barons to unfold the scheme 
of the invasion of England. The 
massive outer walls now serve to in- 
close a garden and modem house ; close 
beside it is a tall round tower of beauti- 
ful masonry, having walls 13 ft. thick, 
and some finely ribbed vaults ; isolated 
by a deep fosse, crossed by a draw- 
bridge. It is a construction of the 1 5th 
cent., built probably by^he Harcourts, 
who owned the castle down to the Re- 
vol ution. Not far oif is a muti 1 ated an- 
gular] tower of the 13th or 14th cent. 
The great Norman hall, in which, ac- 
cording to the tradition, William met 
his barons in council, has been entirely 
swept away by the present proprietor, 
a cotton-spinner. The commanding 
elevation of these ruins gives them a 
magnificent view over the adjacent 
valley, with a peep, through a' gap at 
its extremity, of the broad estuary of 
the Seine 3 m. below the town. The 
Parish Church has a fine tower and 
spire, similar to that of Harfleur, " of 
the 15th cent., resembling a good 
English Perp. steeple. Adjoining it 
is a deep double portal, simple, effective 
work of the same period. The interior 
is mean, but has good painted glass." — 
D. T. Omnibus to Havre. 

Owing to the abundant supply of 
water from the neighbouring hills, 
Lillebonne has become a manufactur- 
ing town, and cotton-mills have multi- 
plied considerably about it, especially 
up the valley towards Bolbec: calicos 
and printed i cottons are th« staple 
articles fabricated. 

The Castle of Tancarville (Rte. 12) 
is 8^ m. distant from Lillebonne, by 
an excellent road. A road from Lille- 
bonne to Havre passes within 3 m. of 
the castle : the diligences go round by 
Bolbec. The easiest mode of reaching 
Lillebonne will be from the Bolbec 
Stat, on the rly., from which it is 7 m. 
distant. Public conveyances twice a 
day. (Rte. 14.) 

In descending from the Plaine de 
Caux towards 

Jfarfleur^ a fine view is obtained of 
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that town, its noble spire, and the 
Seine beyond. The railroad hence to 
Havre is described in Kte. 14. 



ROUTE 14. 

ROUEN TO HAVRE — RAILROAD. 

Kil. Miles. 
Rouen Stat, to 

Malaunay Stat. 9 6 

Burentiii 17 10 

MoitcviUe 34 21 

Yvotot . 38 24 

Bolbec-Nointot 61 32 

Beuzeyille Stat 63 39 

Havre Stat 88 55i 

7 trains daily, in 2 and 3 hrs. 

This line, opened 1847 (its engineer 
the late Mr. Locke), is carried, for the 
most part of the way, over the high 
table-land of the Pays de Caux. The 
line is the same as that to Dieppe (Rte. 
6) as far as Malauny. 

On quitting the station it passes 
through the Cauchois tunnel, under the 
suburb of Bouvrenil and the cemetery 
of St. Gervais. 

After Rouen is left behind, the 
country traversed by the line exhibits 
the progress of the cotton industry, in 
mills or factories, country-houses, vil- 
lages, &c. Among these are Maromme 
(Stat.), and D^ville, situated in the 
pretty valley of Cailly, beyond which is 

6 m. Malaunay Stat. Here is a FiVz- 
duct of 8 arches, and a high embank- 
raent. Near this the railway to Dieppe 
(Rte. 6) diverges on rt. 

The tunnel of Notre Dame des 
Champs, 240.5 yds. long, pierces the 
heights of Piccy-Poville, and the rail- 
road crosses the high grounds, and a 
viaduct 535 ft. long, before reaching 

6 m. Barentin (Stat.), a town of 3290 
Inhab., on the 1., in a valley on the 
Austreberthe, which sets in movement 
many cotton-mills. Omnibus to Duclair 
on the Seine, 6^ m., near which are 
the ruined abbeys of St. George Bos- 
cherville and Jumi^ges (Rte. 13). 

The railway has now emerged by 
gradual ascents out of the valley of 



the Seine to the table-land of the Pays 
de Caux, an elevation of about 400 ft., 
passing by Pavilly and Motteville 
Stats., from which there are public 
conveyances to St.-Valenf-en^CauXy a 
town of 4694 Inhab., on the coast be- 
tween Fecamp and Dieppe. 

11m. Tvetot Stat. {Inn: H. des Vic- 
toires, fair) is an industrious town of 
8873 Inhab., with houses of timber, con- 
taining some manufactures of cotton, 
but destitute of water and of objects of 
interest. The title of " Roi d' Yvetot" 
has given a celebrity to its name, and 
has greatly puzzled antiquaries and 
local historians, who have failed in 
proving the existence of any soverei^ 
authority, or in discovering the origin 
of the title. There is a tradition that 
one Gauthier, Lord of Yvetot, having 
offended King Clothaire, son of Clovis, 
and having been banished his presence, 
ventured to throw himself at the feet 
of the king while he was kneeling in 
prayer before the high altar at Soissons 
on Good Friday, thinking that thelioli- 
ness of the place, and of the day of 
pardon for the sins of mankind, might 
obtain forgiveness for him also. Clo- 
thair, however, no sooner saw him 
than he drew his sword and slew him, 
but, repenting afterwards of his crime, 
and desiring to make atonement to 
Gauthier, created his heirs kings of 
Yvetot. But this story has no good 
foundation. Bdranger describes the 
king of Yvetot : — 

«« n etait un roi d'Yvetot, 
Peu connu dans I'histoire, 
Se levant tard, se coucbant tfit, 
Dormant fort bien sans gloire, 
Kt couronne par Jeanueton 
D'un simple bonnet de coton." 

Diligence to Caudebec, 7i m., thrice 
a day (Rte. 13); to Allouville, 4 m., 
celebrated for a gigantic oak in the 
cemetery, said to be 900 yrs. old, and 
in the upper part of which a chapel to 
the Virgin htis been builL 

The Pays de Caux, through the centre 
of which the railroad runs, retains the 
name, slightly altered, of its ancient 
inhabitants in Caesar's time, the Caletes. 
It is a high table-land, only here and 



ro 



Bjute 14. — Railway ^Bolbec — HarJleUr, 



Sect. 1. 



there intersected by watercourses, ex- 
ceedingly fertile, though somewhat 
arid. Trees are rare on this high 
ground, except the avenues of fruit- 
trees on the roadside, and around 
villages and farmhouses, whose exist- 
ence and position are invariably de- 
noted by a sort of verdant rampart of 
elms, planted in lines and double rows, 
on or near a high bank of earth; 
the farms or chateaux being hidden 
behind such inclosures. 

Nointot and Bolbec Stat. Omnibus to 
Bolbecand Lillebonne (5 m.) [2 m. S. is 
Bolbec {Inn : H. de I'Europe), a town 
of 9065 Inhab., of staring brick houses, 
which replace those of wood destroyed 
by a great fire in the last century : situ- 
ated in one of the pleasant valleys 
which intersect the Pays de Caux. It 
contains a number of cotton-mills, ma- 
nufactories of calicos, printed stufis, 
and handkerchiefs ; printworks, bleach- 
ing-grounds, &c. ; it is one of the most 
industrious places in the Dept. of the 
Seine Inferieure. The abundant stream 
which runs through it, and is a main 
cause of this activity, turns upwards 
of 100 mills of different kinds before it 
joins the Seine below Lillebonne,"]^ 

Bolbec lying in a depression of the 
table-land, high embankments and a 
viaduct were required to carry the 
railway across it. Beyond 

At Mirville is a viaduct of 48 
brick arches, the highest 106 ft. above 
the surface. Hence there is a steep 
incline by which the railway descends. 

4 ni. Beuzeville Junct. Stat. Railway 
to Fecamp (Rte. 18). Omnibus to^ 
Etretat, by Goderville and Criequetot. 

5 m. St. Bomain Stat., 2^ m. from 
the town of the same name, situated in 
a pretty country. This will be the 
most convenient place on the rly. from 
which to visit Tancarville. 

^ 7 m. Harfleur Stat. (Pop. 1750), 
situated on the L^zarde, -a stream now 
barely navigable, and 2 m. from the 
Seine, yet Monstrelet calls it " le sou- 
verain port de la Normandie.** The 
deposits brought down by the Lezarde 
have contracted its bed, and formed a 
fringe of land along the shore of the 



Seine, which has gradually increased 
the distance between the town and the 
estuary. Before the rise of Havre, 
Harfleur was the chief port of the 
mouth of the Seine, at which the wool 
of Spain and Portugal was imported 
and sent up to Montevilliers to be 
wrought, while by reason of its for- 
tifications it was the key to the entrance 
of the river. In 1415 it resisted for 40 
days the besieging army of Henry V. of 
England, who, as soon as it had yielded, 
uncovered his feet and legs and walked 
barefoot to church to say his prayers, 
after which he collected the inhabit- 
ants to the number of 8000, and, turn- 
ing them out of their houses with 
only the clothes on their backs, ba- 
nished them and confiscated their 
property, substituting English colo- 
nists in their place. In 20 years, how- 
ever, the town was surprised by a 
band of peasants, aided by a number 
of the former inhabitants, and the 
English were expelled. The tower, 
spire, and N. aisle of its Oiurch, built in 
the 15th cent., it is said, by Henry V., 
and its fringed N. portal, are deserv- 
edly praised as masterpieces of late 
Gothic. The E. end dates from the 
1 3 th centy. The body of the church 
has, however, suffered so severely 
from decay and injudicious repairs, as 
to be scarcely worth a visit. The 
tower is well seen from the railway. 
The spire has been shortened. There 
is a fine timber-house (15th centy.) 
near the Ch. 

The Terrace of the Chateau of Orclier, 
running along the heights above the 
town, commands a fine view of the 
river and its estuary. 

3 m. N. of Harfleur is the village of 
MontiviUierSf on the I^ezarde, Pop. 4564 
(omnibus from Havre), containing an 
Abbey Church, with tower and spire 
chiefly Romanesque. TheN. aisle and 
large open porch are 15th centy. At 
the W. end of the N. aisle is a pretty, 
small gallery richly corbelled. 

From Harfleur to Havre the rail- 
road is carried along the side of a 
hill, sloping gently down to the Seine, 
whose embouchure is seen at intervals. 
Rt. a little above the road stands Gra» 
vllle. Its small Abbey Church, prettily 
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situated on a wooded bank, is Norman, 
probably of the 12th century. Its 
transepts are decorated externally with 
round intersecting arches, sarmonnted 
by figures of animals. The capitals of 
the pillars in the nave are sculptured 
. with monsters. A merciless modern 
chisel has gone over the whole, giving 
it a new face, and destroying its 
venerable character as an example 
of ancient work. Still the Church 
is well worth examination. It was 
built in honour of St. Honoria; her 
relics were removed for safety, at the 
Norman invasion, to Conflans, and 
confided to the custody of the monks, 
who, when the danger was over, re- 
fused to restore them. Remains of 
the masonry of a quay, with rings to 
attach vessels, are said to have been 
found under Graville. N.B. The omni- 
buses from Havre to Harfleur and 
Montivilliers pass close beneath the 
church. 

4 m. Havre Terminus, on the Cours 
Napoleon, and near the Bassin Vnu- 
ban. It covers 36 acres. Omnibuses 
to the principal hotels. Fares : 30 c. 
by day, 40 c. by night. Fiacres, 1 f. 75 c. 
and I f. 25 c. with 2 and 1 horses ; as 
also to and from the Southampton 
steamers. 

{Inns: H, Frascati, Rue de Perrey, 
on the sea, most distant from the Kly., 
with a good table d'hote, reading- 
room, and neat warm-baths. H, de 
V Europe, Rue de Paris, fair, next door 
to omnibus for Rly., H, de VAmiraute, 
H, du Louvre, If. des Indes, all on the 
Quai, near the steamers ; H, de Bor- 
deaux, on the Place.) ' 

Havre (now le Havre, originally 
H&vxe de Grace, from a small chapel 
of Notre Dame de Grace which stood 
on its site), the port of the Seine 
and of Paris, one of the most thriv- 
ing maritime towns of France, is situ- 
ated on the N. side of the estuary of 
the Seine, and contains 74,336 In- 
hab. It is a modern town, owing 
its foundation to Francis I. (1516), and 
its prosperity to the judicious enact- 
ments of Louis XVI., though it has re- 
ceived its great impulse since the war, 
and has been rapidly gaining upon its 



elder rivals, Bordeaux and Nantes. It 
has few fine buildings and no histo- 
rical monuments; its streets are laid 
out chiefly in straight lines, at right 
angles with one another; they are 
grouped round the basins, or docks, 
which communicate from one to the 
other by lock-gates, and are entered 
from the outer sea-basin or avant-port. 
The quays bordering on the basins are 
lined with vessels, and choked up with 
cottou'bales, sugar-casks, &c. Its prin- 
cipal street (and it is a handsome one) 
is the Rue de Paris, extending through 
the Place Louis XVI., from the Hotel 
de Ville and Place Napoleon III., to 
the Grand Quai near the entrance of the 
port. In this street stands the Church 
of Notre Dame (157.^-1600), a large 
building Gothic in plan and arrange^ 
ment, but principally Renaissance in 
details. The W. front is of the present 
cent. • 

Great improvements have been made 
in every part of the town ; the old 
ramparts which surrounded it were 
removed in 1856, and Havre, Ingou- 
ville, and Graville, containing a popu- 
lation of near 75,000,' united. De- 
tached forts have been built on the 
surrounding hills. 

The tide passing up the Seine keeps 
up the water in the harbour, so that 
vessels can enter and leave it for 
nearly four hours in each tide ; at 
low-water the Avant-Port is dry. The 
harbour consists of the Avant-Port or 
tidal harbour and 6 floating docks — the 
Bassin de la Bar re on the N., out of 
which open the Bassin du Commerce 
and the Bassin Vauban ; whilst on the 
S. are the Bassin de la Floride, the Bassin 
de VEure, the largest of all, destined 
for the large Atlantic steamers, and 
communicating with the Bassin or 
Dock Entrepot, which is surrounded 
by bonded warehouses. A large dry- 
dock has also been built. The principal 
foreign trade is with America, and nu- 
merous large liners usually lie along- 
side the dock quays. 

The saying of Napoleon, that " Paris, 
Rouen, and Havre formed only one 
city, of which the Seine was the high- 
way," explains the cause of the pros- 
perity of Havre. It is the place of 
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import of all the foreign articles needed 
for the supply of the French metro- 
polis : like Liverpool with us, it is the 
chief cotton port of France, furnishing 
this commodity to the manufacturer of 
Rouen, Lille, St. Quentin, and even as 
far as Alsace, and from these cities it 
again receives the manufactured goods 
for exportation. Much of the cotton 
now goes by the railway, but the huge 
barges called chalands, towed by steam- 
ers, are still employed. Havre being 
the principal port of communication 
between France and America, a great 
number of emigrants, many from Ger- 
many, annually embark here for the 
New World. 

The imports of Havre, though only 
one-half in tonnage of those of Marseilles 
(the chief seaport in France), nearly 
equal them in value. The number of 
vessels belonging to the port is nearly 
500, of which 40 are engaged in the 
whale fishery. The number of vessels 
inward bound was, in 1861, 6830, with 
a gross tonnage of 1,269,000, and the 
Customs receipts 41 millions of francs. 

The shipbuilders of Havre, espe- 
cially M. Normand, enjoy a high re- 
putation for the skill and science which 
they display in the construction of their 
vessels. The steam-engine factories of 
MM. Mazeline are amongst the most 
extensive in France. 

Amongst the modern improvements 
of Havre are to be noted the Ftiblic 
Squares and Boulevards. Of the former, 
the Place Louis XVI., facing the Bassin 
du Commerce, and having the theatre 
in the centre, is very fine. Here is 
held the Bourse, and in it are several 
brilliant cafes. Farther N. is the Place 
Napoleon III., in which stands the 
Hotel de Ville, a very handsome edi- 
fice : in the centre is the Jardin Public, 

Of the Public Promenades laid out on 
the site of the old fortifications, the 
Cours Napoleon extends from the Bassin 
de Vauban to the suburb of Graville : 
at its S.W. extremity, where the Rly. 
Stat, is situated, commences the Boiale'' 
vard Imp^nalf a noble avenue extend- 
ing by the Place Napoleon III. to 
the seashore : it is joined at its W. ex- 
tremity by the Boulevard Fran9ois I., 
which, running parallel to the coast 



leads to the extremity of the Avant" 
Port and the Jet^e du Nord^ the prin- 
cipal promenade, and very amusing at 
high water. 

The annals of Havre are connected 
with the history of England at several 
points. Henry of Richmond embarked 
here, 1485, for Milford Haven and 
Bosworth Field, backed by 4000 men, 
furnished by Charles VIII. to aid his 
enterprise. The town was delivered 
over to the keeping of Queen Elizabeth 
by the Prince de Condc, leader of the 
Huguenots, 1562, and the command of 
it was intrusted to Ambrose Dudley, 
Earl of Warwick; but the English 
were ejected within a year, after a 
most obsdnate siege, whose progress 
was pressed forward by Charles IX., 
and his mother, Catherine de Medicis, 
in person, sensible that the possession 
of Havre by the English would be a 
thorn in the side of France. Hatred 
of the English, indeed, had united all 
parties in France against them. The 
Protestant Cond^ served in the besieg- 
ing army, which was commanded by 
the Constable Montmorency, previously 
the ally of the English. Warwick held 
out against vastly superior numbers, 
until his force was reduced by slaughter 
and the plague from nearly 6000 to 
1 500 ; he was himself shot in defend- 
ing a breach, after which the place sur- 
rendered. Charles II. landed here after 
the fight of Worcester and the adven- 
ture of the Royal Oak, Oct. 1651. 

The fleet of William III., which had 
failed before Brest, made an ineffectual 
attempt in 1694 to bombard the town, 
as it had before done in the case of 
Dieppe with success. In 1796 Sir 
Sidney Smith, while cruising in the 
Channel, endeavoured to cut out a 
French ship of war from under the 
batteries, but became entangled in the 
currents and sandbanks of the Seine, 
and his vessel, having been pereeived 
next morning lying high and dry, was 
captured by some gunboats, and he 
was sent a prisoner to the Temple in 
Paris. 

There is an English Chapel in the 
Rue d'Orleans; service at 12 and 34 
on Sundays. 
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A handsome Museum, containing pic- 
tures by Troyon, Yvon, Couture, &c., 
and specimens of fossil reptiles, fish, 
tortoises, &c., dog up beneath high- 
water mark in the estuary of the 
Seine, oxidPubHoLibran/YiBS been built 
on the Quai, at the end of the Kue de 
Paris. At the entrance to the museum 
are bronze statues of Bernardin de St. 
Pierre and Casimir DeiaTigne, both 
natives of Havre. 

At the other end of the Rue de 
Paris is seen the magnificent Hotel 
de Ville, with a pretty garden in front 
of it ; and not far off is the Sous- 
Prefecture. Both are built on the site 
of the ramparts. 

The Cercie du Commerce is a large 
club-house, furnished with almost all 
the European newspapers and many 
American : strangers can be introduced 
by members. 

The Theatre in the Place Louis XVI., 
or du Spectacle, at the extremity of 
the Bassin du Commerce, is one of the 
most striking buildings in the town. 

Baths. — Fyascati, on the seashore, 
not far from the pier, contains good 
hot and cold sea-water baths. In sum- 
mer, bathing is carried on in the open 
sea. Cabinets are provided for dress- 
ing and undressing, and men and 
women bathe together, but in bathing 
dresses. There are no bathing-machines 
properly speaking; ladies are led out 
to a sufficient depth of water by the 
guide, who then seizes them by the 
shoulders, lays them on the surface of 
the water, and dips them by sousing 
their heads under water. 

N,B. The draught of the tide is so 
strong as sometimes to overpower even 
skilful swimmers. The bathers lay 
hold of ropes attached to posts, to 
avoid being swept away in stormy 
weather. 

The Poste aux Letires is on the 
Boulevard Imperial. 

Consuls reside here from Great Britain 
and from other maritime states of Eu- 
rope and America. 

Steamers to Caen daily in 3 or 4 hours 
CRte. 24) ; to Honfieur twice a day in 
J hr. (Rte. 28); to Trouville once or 
twice daily ; to Cherbourg on Sun. and 

{France, 1873.] 



Thurs. ; to Morlaix in Brittany in 18 
hours, every Wed. and Sat.; to Lon- 
don twice a week; to Southampton 
on Mon., Wed., and Fri. ; to Dunkirk, 
Rotterdam, and Hamburg twice a week ; 
to Amsterdam ; to St. Petersburg and 
Copenhagen twice a month. More than 
70 steam-vessels, including tug-boats, 
belong to the Port du Havre. 

The Norman Church of Graville, 
2 m. on the Rouen road (see above), is 
worth a visit from the architect. 

Those who have an hour or two to 
spare at Havre cannot better emploj- 
it than in ascending the hill of Ingou- 
ville and to Ste. Adrcsse, consisting chiefly 
of neat country-houses with gardens. 
The view from the top over the town of 
Havre — its forest of. masts rising from 
amidst its buildings over the embou- 
chure of the Seine, the distant hills of 
Calvados appearing on the horizon 
like an island, and over the heights of 
La Heve to the rt. (N.), crowned by its 
twin lighthouses — is very striking and 
pleasing. Large forts have been built 
since 1858 on the heights above the 
town; one at St.-Adresse, the other 
above Toumeville. 

The cliffs under the lofty head- 
land of Cap la H^ve, on which the 
Lighthouses are erected at a height of 
300 ft., offer some fine rock sceneiy ; 
but, except when the tide is low, the 
shingly beach is not favourable for 
walking. These rocks were the fa- 
vourite haunt of the author of * Paul 
and Virginia.* The road to the light- 
houses themselves runs through the 
village of St.-Adresse. 

Those who have time should go 
over to Honfleur by one steamer, re- 
turning the same tide by another. 



ROUTE 18* 

HAVRE TO FECAMP (BAIL) ; Tll£NC£ "TO 
DIEPPE, KFJ, AND ABBEVILLE. 

171 kilom. = 106 Eng. m. 
The traveller can choose between 2 
routes as far as Etretat, or by the rly. 
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from Benieville, the distance being 
nearly the same to Fecamp. 

BeuzeviUe Junct. Stat. (Kte. 14) to 
Fecamp. 5 trains daily, in less than 
an hour. Leaving here, the line tra- 
Terses the Pays de Caux to 

4 m. Oramville Stat., 2 m. from the 
.town of Goderville. 

4 m. Les If 8 Etretat Stat., 10 m. from 
JEtretat. Public conveyances. 

[Etretat, formerly a small pictu- 
resque, fishing village much frequented 
by artists, has become since 1840 a 
fashionable watering>place. In addi- 
tion to good inns (H. du Grand Cerf 
(Blanquet) ; H. des Bains ; H. des Deux 
Augustins), it contains many lodging- 
houses. The coast scenery around is 
beautiful ; the chalk cliffs of fantastic 
forms ; the bathing is good. The CasinOy 
onoe washed away by a high tide, is 
replaced by a larger one. The Ch, of' 
St, Sauveur has a plain Romanesque 
nave with wood ceiling, and a hand- 
some W. door restored. The 2 E. bays 
of nave, transepts, choir, and small 
apse with square end, are very fine 
work of the beginning of the Idth cent. 
At the crossing is a lofty groined 
lanthom, in the same excellent style.] 

Returning to Les Ifs Stat., the high 
ground of the Pays de Caux is inter- 
sected by a number of valleys running 
down to the sea, in every one of which 
a village or small town nestles. 

5 m. Fecamp Stat. {Inns: H. des 
Bains, near the sea; H. du Chariot 
d'Or ; H. de la Gare ; H. de la Plage. 
The hotels in the town are at an incon- 
venient distance from the shore for 
bathing), a town of 12,832 Inhab., in 
the bottom and on the sides of a narrow 
valley opening towards the sea between 
2 high cliffs, on one of which stands 
a lighthouse. It has the advantage of 
being at once a seaport and a manu- 
facturing town, owing to the abundant 
stream which, as it descends, turns 
numerous cotton and other mills. The 
harbour is small and was much sanded 
tip, but is now deepened and improved, 
and is resorted to by colliers from 
England, and Baltic timber-ships, be- 
sides sending numerous vessels to the 
cod-fishery on the coasts of Newfound- 

• l^&d and Iceland. 



In the centre of tlie toWb stands the 
Abbefj Ch. of Notre Dame, a large and 
fine edifice in the Early Pointed style, 
of the end of 12th and beginning of the 
Idth cent., having been principally built 
by Abbot Radulph, d. 1 220. Two of the 
Apse Chapels and one arch of the 
choir, and the triforinm over it, are 
circular work, and appear to be the 
only remains of an earlier ch. The 
remainder is of the finest early pointed, 
except some of the chapels and S. side 
of choir, which are late. The nave and 
crossing will rank with the finest early 
pointed work i n France. 1 1 was finished 
just before Amiens was begun. It is 
in a style which has no equivalent in 
England."— Z>. T, The Lady Chapel, 
with its fine glass, its carved woodwork 
of the 1 6th cent., and the monuments 
in the side chapels of abbots Richard 
(1223), William (1297\ and Robert 
(1326), oohsisting of lEiltar-tombs en- 
riched with crocketed niches, bearing 
their effigies reclining under florid 
canopies, merit notice. Also some 
carvings of Scriptural subjects in the 
N. transept. 8t, 8tephen*8 Ch. is worth 
a visit. 

On the top of the cliff behind the 
town is the Gothic Chapelle de N. Dame 
du Salttt, a fragment of a choir of 3 bays 
of good work, and one bay of the tran- 
sept; it resembles English decorated ; 
much resorted to as a place of pilgrim- 
age by seafaring persons. The fish- 
wives sometimes ascend to it on their 
knees as a penance. Near this ch. is 
the lighthouse, the lanthom of which, 
425 ft. above the sea, is visible from 
a distance of 185 miles. 

On the beach to the W. of the tovra 
is the bath-house, ^tablissement des 
Bains, with the usual accessories of 
cafe and restaurant, promenade and 
ball-rooms, and an hotel constructed 
to accommodate 200 guests. On the 
rising ground behind, laid out as gar- 
dens, in the form of an amphitheatre, 
a number of ornamental ch&lets are 
provided for the residence of the bath- 
ing visitors. 

Fr, Prot, Service on alternate Sun- 
days at 5 m. Criqudoty where there 
is a numerous Protestant population. 
Carriages and horses easily procurable. 



ISORMANDY. 



Route 18. — Fecainp — Eu. 



75 



King Charles ll. lauded here from 
Shoreham, 1667. 

The most agreeable road from 
Fe'camp to St. Valery en Caux and 
Dieppe -vrill be by Cany, Public con- 
veyances to St, A'alery and Dieppe. 

A steep hill carries the road out of 
Fdcamp on the side of Dieppe. 

12 m. Cant/, in a pretty green and 
wooded valley, forms an agreeable con- 
trast to the bare open land which 
precedes and follows. The Chateau 
belongs to the Due de Montmorency- 
Luxembourg. 

[On the rt. of the road to Cany, and 
7 ui. from Fecamp, is the small town 
of Valmont, with a good Gothic ch., 
and a castle with a Norman keep of 
the 13th cent., which belonged to the 
Estouteville and Duguesclin families ; 
the apartment in which Francis I. 
lodged still preserves its original hand- 
some farniture. On the opposite side 
of the river stood the Abbaye de Val- 
mont, the ruins of its ch. alone stand- 
ing; in the adjoining Chapelle de la 
Vierge are sepulchral monuments of 
the Estoutevilles of the 15th centy., 
some good painted glass, and a retabie 
attributed to Germain Pilon, 

2 m. S.W. of Valmont is the village 
of Fiquainville, where the natu- 
ralist Cuvier spent his early days as 
tutor in the De Hericy family, and 
where he pursued his first anatomical 
studies on the marine animals of the 
neighbouring coasts.] 

The road again reaches the sea at 

7 m. St. Valery en Caux (Inns : H, du 
Grand Cerf; H. du Commerce), a 
fishing town of 4694 Inhab., with a port 
formed by locking the stream, which 
here descends to the sea. It is from 
this place that William the Conqueror 
is said to have embarked for England. 
There is a Bathing Establishment here. 

From St. Valery the road runs 
parallel to, but at some distance inland 
from the sea, crossing several streams, 
the largest at Ouville la Hiviere ; 5 m. 
beyond which it joins the carriage- 
road from Rouen to 

12 m. Dieppe, in Rte. 6. 

Dieppe to Eu and Abbeville. 

Omuibus runs daily between Dieppe | 



and Eu. Diligence twice a day to Abbe- 
ville. The road, as before, is carried 
over the high ground at some distance 
from the sea. 

19 m. Eu Stat, on Rly. from Longpre' 
(Rte. 3) to Treport. (Inns: H. du Cygne ; 
H. du Commerce.) A somewhat lifeless 
town of 4168 Inhab., on the Bresle, a 
small stream which formed the boun- 
dary of Normandy, and which falls into 
the Channel 2 m. lower down at Tre- 
port. In the centre of the town is an 
irregular market-place, no two sides of 
which are parallel, overlooked by the 
E. end of the Parish Gimrch, a fine Gothic 
buildinc injured by modern restorations, 
propped up by huge flying buttresses, 
but without towers. It is in the Pointed 
style of the 13th cent.; the triforium 
arches of the nave open into the aisles ; 
the E. end is angular, and some of 
the side chapels are of late florid 
Gothic. The screen before that of St. 
Laurent, an Irish archbishop, is worthy 
of notice ; as well as the Entombment 
in another chapel, composed of statues 
as large as life. Mixed up with the 
fine Early Pointed work there occur 
later portions, as in the upper part of 
the choir, and some of veiy debased 
character, such as the fantastic spiral 
column in the S. transept. The church 
was restored by Louis Philippe, who 
gave several windows of painted glass 
from the manufactory at Sevres. 

In the crypt below the church are 
deposited man^ monumental effigies, 
mutilated during the revolution of 
1793, but restored by King Louis 
Philippe, and placed on classical sar- 
cophagi. The oldest is that of St. 
Lawrence, Archbishop of Dublin, who 
died at Eu (1181\ where he had 
repaired on a mission of peace, to 
reconcile Henry II. and the Sang of 
Ireland. The rest are of the counts 
of Eu, of the Artois family; viz. 
Charles d' Artois, 1471 — the head and 
hands are of marble ; of his father, 
Philip d* Artois, made prisoner at Nico- 
polis by the Turks, d. 1397; Jean 
d* Artois, 1386, his surcoat studded 
with fleurs-de-lis in bronze — he was 
made prisoner at Crecy along with the 
French king; Isabella de Melun, his 
wife, in a dress elaborately carved 
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dogs at her feet ; Jeanne de Saveuse, 
•wife of Charles d'Artois, a pleasing 
countenance, in costume of the time; 
He'Iene de Melun, his 2ud wife; Isabelle 
d'Artois, who died unmarried, 1397. 

The Chateau belonged to King Louis- 
Philippe, who inherited it, with the 
Comte d'Eu, from his mother, daughter 
of the Due de Penthievre. Here His 
Majesty received Queen Victoria in 
184.3. It is a low red brick building 
surmounted by high tent-shaped roofs 
of slate. It was built 1578 by Henri 
de Lorraine le Balafre', Due de Guise, 
on the site of a castle in which Wm. 
the Conqueror was first visited by 
his rival Harold, which had be- 
longed in turn to the Lusignaiis, the 
Briennes, the Artois, the Cloves, and 
the Saint Pols, and which was burnt 
down by order of Louis XI. (1475), to 
punish the treachery of the Comte de 
St. Pol. It was much enlarged by Louis 
Philippe, and splendidly fitted up, the 
walls being covered with a collection 
of historical and family portraits, to 
the number of 1 1 00. In consequence of 
'the events of 1852, all the pictures and 
furniture of the palace were removed 
to England ; the names under the va- 
cant spaces now alone indicating the 
objects which once covered the walls. 

The small Chapelle, a mixture , of 
Gothic and Italian in its decorations, 
has some modern painted glass win- 
dows from the manufactory of Sevres ; 
one is a portrait of St. Amelie, the 
patron of the late virtuous queen, after 
the picture by Paul Delaroche, 

The Pare or grounds are a wilderness 
of trees, mostly elms, planted in rows 
with angular terraces; a gloomy canal, 
and muddy circular ponds beset with 
willows On the 1. of the castle a few 
beeches preserve the remembrance of 
their predecessors, beneath whose 
branches the Balafre Due de Guise 
heard the suits of his vassals, and con- 
certed plots against his sovereign. Here 
a small space was railed in by Louis- 
Philippe, with this inscription : — " Ici 
les Guises tenaient conseil au XVIe 
si^cle.'* At the extremity of the 
grounds is a terrace overlooking the 
gap through which the Bresle enters the 
sea ; the village Treport is perceived at 



its mouth. On this terrace is a brick 
Pavilion, fitted up by Mademoiselle 
d'Orlc'ans, during the time she was 
banished to Eu by Louis XIV. for 
refusing to marry the paralytic and 
imbecile King of Portugal. 

The effigies of Dae Henri de Guise 
(le Balafre), murdered at Blois, and 
of his wife Catherine de Cloves, are 
in the Eglise du College, originally of 
the Jesuits, who were established at 
Eu by le Balafre. The church, built 
out of the ruins of the old castle, as 
well as the monuments, were raised at 
her expense ; they are rich in marble, 
but of little value as works of art. 
Henri is represented in armour, she 
in ruff and farthingale ; attended by 
figures of Prudence, Strength, Faith, 
and Charity; Gillot was the sculptor. 
From the pulpit of this ch. Bourdaloue 
delivered his first sermon. 

On the Bresle, near to the palace, is 
a mill for making sea biscuit, sawing 
timber, &c., established by an English- 
man. 

Treport Stat., the port of Ea, 3 m. 
distant, is a picturesque fishing town 
of .371 1 Inhab., now rising into a con- 
siderable watering place. {Inns : H. de 
la Plage, handsome ; H. de France ; H. 
de I'Europe.) It has an old Ch. of late 
debased work, strikingly situated on 
a height, approached by a flight of 
steps, remarkable for its elaborate W. 
porch, and for the roof of its nave, 
distinguished by pendants of stone 
hanging from it, of the 15th century. 
Treport is supposed to be the Ulterior 
Portus of Julius .Caesar. 

There are 3 ways of reaching Abbe- 
ville from Treport: the first parallel 
to the seashore to St. Valery-siir- 
Somme Stat. (16 m.), and thence by 
rly. ; the second more direct, by Valines, 
21 m. ; the third by Rly., 36 m. to 
Longpr^ Stat, on the liue to Amiens 
(see lUe. 3). 

Abbeville (Rte. 3). 
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ROUTE 23. 

HAVRE TO HONFLEUR, TROUVILLE, AND 
LI8IEUX. 

Havre to Honfleur-^-steamer 45 mln. 6 miles. 
Honfleur to Pont I'Evgque . 25 kil. 15 „ 
l^ont I'Evgque to Lisieux . 12 „ (5 .. 
] Jsleux to Mezidoa . 
MdzidoQ to Caen . . 



• 25 I, 15 „ 
. 23 „ 14 „ 



Railway from Honfleur to Lisieux, 
Afezidon, and Caen. Branch from 
Pont I'Eveque to Trouville. 

Havre in Rte. 14. 

Steamers go from Havre to Hon- 
fleur daily. The voyage occupies 30 
minutes ; the trajet across the estuary 
of the Seine is occasionally rough. 

Honfleur {Inns : H. Cheval Blanc, op- 
posite the landing-place of the steam- 
ers ; H. de France, cheap and fair), a 
seaport of 9946 Inhab., opposite to 
Havre. The town contains many 
quaint and picturesque old wooden 
houses, and its situation, backed by 
wooded heights, is pleasing. The Ck. 
of St. Catlierine is large and remarkable, 
entirely of timber and plaster, probably 
the largest of its kind in France (? of 
the 16th cent.). It consists of 2 par- 
allel aisles, with boarded waggon ceil- 
ings, and 2 smaller lean-to aisles on the 
outside. The uprights which carry the 
building appear to have been solid 
trunks of oak, squared, but they have 
been covered with boards and plaster, 
to imitate stone piers. The cross beams 
and carved brackets which support them 
have been treated in the same way, so 
that it is impossible to guess at what is 
underneath. The aisle and clerestory 
windows are all of wood." — D. T, 
Opposite to it is a curious wooden 
market-house and belfry. There are a 
pier, harbour, and 3 floating docks, and 
a good deal of trade in timber, coal,&c. ; 
great quantities of eggs are exported to 
England, besides live cattle, butter, and 
fruit. The Cours d'Orleans, on the 
road to Caen, is a iine avenue and 
promenade. It will be worth while to 
ascend to the chapel of Notre Dame 
de Grace (1606), on the hill above the 
^pwn to \\\e W., mupb reported to b^- 



sailors and filled with their ex-votos, 
and in a charming situation for the 
view over the Seine. It was formerly 
not uncommon for the crews of vessels 
which had escaped dangers at sea to 
make a pilgrimage hither in their 
shirts, barefooted and bareheaded. 

As several English families reside 
near Honfleur, there is English scii^ice, 
ajid a resident clergyman. 

[About 14 m. S.E. from Honfleur 
(diligences) is 

Pont Audemer (Inn : H. Pot d'Etain) ; 
the samlets (^saumoneaux) of the Risle 
are excellent. This is a prettily si- 
tuated town of 6182 Inhab., which 
has some reputation for its Tanneries ; 
some cotton is also woven here, its in- 
dustry being promoted by the Eisle, 
which passes through it in small 
streams. It once had a castle, at the 
siege of which, in the early part of 
the 14th cent., cannon were first used 
in France: it was razed by Dugues- 
clin. The 2'en^ace of the chdteau de 
Bonnebon affords a pleasant view. Pro- 
testant Ch. Service on Sundays, 4.5 Rue 
de Bernay. It will be a pleasant walk 
to ascend the banks of the Risle as far 
as the Castle of Montfort. (Rly. to 
(10 m.) Glos-Montfort on the line from 
Serquigny to Rouen, Rte. 2.5)] 

8 m. Quetteville Stat. 

7J- m. Pont VEveqne Junct. Stat, 
(/wn ; H. Bras d*Or.) A modern town 
of 3114 Inhab., at the junction of the 
.Touques and the Calonne. The Ch. 
(M. H.) is a good example of the style 
of the 1 5th cent. 

Branch rly. diverges N.W., passing 
(5 m.) Tovques, where Henry V. landed 
on his way to Azincourt. 

7 m. Trouville to Deauville terminus 
Stat. (Inns: H. des Roches Noires; 
H. de Paris, looking on the sea; H. 
Bellevue, on the Quai, fair ; La Poste 
(H. Bras d'Or).) The town of Trouville, 
at the mouth of the Touques, about 
10 ra. S. W. of Honfleur, ulways cele- 
brated for oysters, and now raised to 
5694 Inhab. by its popularity with the 
French as a watering-place, was first 
brought into notice by Alex. Dumas ; 
and the pier and floating dock now 
built are tending to increase its im- 
portance as a port. The road to it i3 
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tUrou^h a fine forest, and the town 
itself is very prettily situated on the 
shore. The sands are very good, and 
a prodigious number of Parisians resort 
to it in the summer and autum'n, display 
and dress in their train, making it 
difficult to find room at any price. 

In a retired street is the house of 
Victor Darbeif, who concealed here for 
30 hours Louis Philippe in 1848, await- 
ing means of escape to England. 

Steamers to Havre twice a day (1 hr.). 

Objects of Interest: 1. Ruins of St. 
Arnault's Priory ; 2. Chateau de Bon- 
neville, a very picturesque Norm, castle, 
where Harold is said to have promised 
England to William the Norman ; the 
gateway, keep, and outer walls, en- 
closing a modern mansion, remain ; 
3. Hennequeville, obs, church. 

On the opposite side of the river is 
DeauviUe, the rival in fashion of Trou- 
ville, to which connected by a ferry 
(10 c.) and bridge, founded by the late 
Due de Morny, with magnificent Hotels 
(H. du Casino, Grand H. ; H. de 
TEurope), splendid Casino, and an JSs- 
planade drive along the sands, upon 
which are elegant villas: that of M. 
Jollivet, an artist, remarkable for its 
facade of enamelled tiles. It is a pretty 
drive from Trouville through Deau- 
ville, VUters-sur-Mer, Houlgate, to ZHres.] 

The rly. between Pont TEv^ue 
and Lisieux proceeds by Brueil Blagny 
Stat, through a green and pretty valley 
to near the town of Lisieux, when 
it plunges into a tunnel under a part 
of the town, and emerges a short dis- 
tance from 

1 1 m. Lisieux Junct. Stat. (Rte. 25). 



ROUTE 24. 

HAVRE TO CAEN, BY SEA. 

This joumev may be performed by 
crossing to Honfieur in the daily 
steamer, and thence to Pont I'Eveque 
and Lisieux (Rte. 23) by rail, or by 
the direct 

Steamboats daily from Havre to Caen, 
starting as soon as the tide allows them 
to leave the port. 

The voyage, which tak^s about 3 



hrs., 2 of them in the open sea, is 
agreeable in fine weather. The steamer 
skirts the coast of the dept. Calvados, 
in sight of the bathing-place Trouville 
(Rte. 23), and of the mouth of the 
Dives. See Rte. 25u 

On the 1. of the mouth of the Orne 
is the artificial port of Ouiatreham. 
Above thevillage (Pop. 1259) is seen 
the tall tower of its Romanesque Ch. 
(M. H.), and long wooden jetties pro- 
ject from the bank. The river is 
entered with some difficulty, on account 
of the sand-banks which encumber its 
sinuous channel, and which shift so 
continually that the passage is sounded 
and marked out after every tide. A 
canal completed in 1857 avoids some of 
the windings of the Ome, and the dis- 
tance from the sea to Caen (10 m.) is 
thereby abridged. The river soon be- 
comes narrow, and the turns in it are 
sharp. On the rt. bank are many of 
the quarries from which the celebrated 
Caen stone is obtained, but the best 
stone is found above the town. The 
country on each side is pretty, but 
affords no very remarkable scenery. 

At length the city of Caen is seen, 
terminated at each extremity by the 
venerable abbeys of William the Con- 
queror, and Mathilda his queen; the 
latter, surmounted by 3 towere, is 
nearest at hand. 

Abreast of the town the rj^ver is 
lined with quays, alongside of which 
the vessel brings up. 

Caen. Rte. 25. 



ROUTE 25. 

PARIS TO CAEN, EVREUX, AN]> LISIEUX 

(BAIl^). 

Kil. Miles. 
Pavia. 

Mantes Junct 5t 35 

Beuil ........ 81 50 

Evrenx 108 67 

Conches 126 19 

Serqulgny Junct 149 93 

Lisieux Junct 190 11 « 

Mfeidon Junct 216 135 

Caen 240 150 

Four trains daily, 5 to 7J hrs. 
From Paris to Mantes Junct. Stat, 
i^ d^scril)ed in ^te, 8. A little be^oti4 
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this we quit the route to Bouen, turn- 
ing to the 1. out of the valley of the 
Seine, up a fertile but monotonous 
country, 

6 m. Bueil Stat. Diligence to Anet 
and Ivry, 10 m. S. of this, where Henri 
IV. gained a momentous victory over 
the Due de Mayenne and the army of 
the League 1590; it is known as Ivry 
la Bataille to distinguish it from other 
places of the same name ; also to Dreux. 
(Kte. 35.) Rly. in progress. 

6 m. Boisset'Pacy Stat. 

At Cocherel, on the rt. bank of the 
Eure, 4 m, below (N.) Pacy, Du- 
guesclin, in 1364, defeated the forces 
of the King of Navarre, Charles le 
Mauvais. 

10 m. £vreiiz Junct. Stat. (Jim: 
H. du Grand Cerf), chief town of the 
De'pt. de I'Eure, with 12,320 Inhab., 
situated in a bowl-shaped valley shut 
in on N. and S. by hills, and watered 
by the Iton, an affluent of the Eure, 
divided into several branches. It has 
a considerable share in the cotton 
manufacture (ticking and stockings), 
iiere carried on by the hand-loom 
more than by steam-power. It is. an 
interesting place, and will repay a visit 
of 3 or 4 hrs. Its chief edifice is 

* The Cathedral, small, but lofty and 
excellent in proportion and arrange- 
ment, though presenting to the W. an 
incongruous Italian front flanked by 
two ill-looking towers, and surmounted 
at the cross by a loftier tower and 
florid spire of wood, erected by Car- 
dinal de la Balue, favourite of Louis 
XL, in the 15th cent. The lower part 
of the nave is in the round Norman 
style, and may perhaps be in part of our 
Henry I.'s time, since he burnt the town 
(1119), with the permission of the bishop, 
on condition of rebuilding the churches, 
but the piers and arches of the 4 £. 
bays of the nave are of ruder and earlier 
work, and belong to the 11th cent 
The upper part of the nave, and the 
rest of the ch., are pointed, and the 
whole of it considerably more modern 
than the reign of Philippe-Auguste, 
who again burnt Evreux (1198) to re- 
venge himself on the treachery of John 
Lackland, in making it over to him 
4uriB^ ^vi^ Rioh&i*d'8 captivity, but pn 



Bichard's unexpected return not only 
withholding it, but murdering the 
French garrison in the castle. The upper 
part of the nave is of c. 1240. The cAoiV, 
supported on clustered columns with 
a glazed triforium (1330-60), is lofty 
and light. The Lady Chapel contains 
painted glass remarkable for its fiuQ 
execution and perfect preservation, and 
there is much more throughout the ch. 

The Bishop's Palace, built 1484, pre- 
sents some curious details. 

At the opposite end of the town is 
the Ch. of St. taurin, attached to the 
ecclesiastical seminary ; it is small, and 
resembles the cathedral in the various 
styles it displays. The outer wall of 
the S. transept is ornamented with an 
arcade of semicircular arches, the panels 
of which are prettily diapered with a 
pattern formed of red tiles let into the 
masonry. This is supposed to be a 
relic of the ch. built 1026 by Richard 
II. Duke of Normandy, Obs, the 
cloister; the Chasse or Shnne of St, 
Taurin, which once contained his re- 
lics, preserved in the sacristy. It is a 
wooden box, in the form of a Gothic 
chapel, covered with plates of copper 
or silver gilt, enchased with a diapered 
pattern, and set round with bas-reliefs 
and small statuettes of bishops and 
saints ; it is a work of the ISth cent. 
The architectural decorations are rich 
and in good taste. The precious stones 
which once ornamented it have dis- 
appeared. 

The streets of Evreux preserve many 
antique timber-framed houses, and on 
the Boulevards are traces of the walls 
which once defended it. It possesses a 
very picturesque Beffroi, with a richly 
ornamented llSche, called Tour de 
VHorloge, built in the l^th cent. 

Excavations made at Vieil Evreux 
(Mediolanum Aulercarum) have led to 
the discovery of a theatre, baths, &c., 
and of various relics now deposited in 
the Museum of Antiquities. 

Branch Rly. to 17 m. Louviers 
(Rte. 8). 

6 m. Bonneville Stat., near which are 
the ruins of the Abbaye de la Noe, 
founded in 1144 by the Empress 
Matilda, daughter of Henry I. ; farther 
ou; fit Glisplles, is th^ h$indsoin« 



80 



Itoute 25. — Lisieux, 



Sect. I. 



chiiteaa of the Due de Clermont-Ton- 
nerre. 

6 in. Conches Junct. Stat., a town of 
2482 Inhab.y on the top of a hill, con- 
tains a fine ch., St, Ihy^ with good 
16th-cent glass ; a castle, or donjon, 
of the Comtes de Conches. Diligence 
to Verneuil, 16 m. 

Kly. to Laigle. 
4 ni. JRomiUy Stat. 

7 m. Beaumont'ie-Iiogcr Stat. Here 
are ruins of a priory. 

Serquigny Junct. Stat. (Buffet.) 

[Rly., of 43 m., to Rouen in 2^ hrs., 
following the valley of the Riile, and 
passing though a very pretty country by 
10 m. Brionne, (^Inu: H. de France.) A 
town of 4000 Inhab., which will be the 
best point from where the ruins of the 
celebrated Abbaye de Bee can be visited. 
Beo'IIeUouin is 2j m. from Brionne : of 
its abbaye, from which proceeded Lan- 
franc and Anselm, our Norman Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury, one high tower 
of the abbot's house alone remains ; a 
cavalry dq)dt occupies the buildings of 
the monastery ; the underground cellars 
are worth a visit ; in the parish Ch, are 
the remains of H^Uouin, the founder of 
the abbaye, and some statues from its 
ruins. The other principal stations on 
the line are Glos Montfori (branch rly. 
to 10 m. Pont-Audemer, Rte. 23), near 
which is a handsome chateau belonging 
to the Comte de Cosse-Brissac ; Bourg- 
th'Tonlde^ near which extensive forests 
are crossed ; Elbeuf, celebrated for its 
cloth manufactories (Rte. 11) ; and Oissel 
(Rte. 8), on the line from Paris to 
Rouen.] 

Continuing by the main line from 
Serquigny, 

6 m. Bernay S4at. (/nTw; H. Le Cheval 
Blanc ; H. Lion d'Or), a manufacturing 
town of 7510 Inhab. It once possessed 
an important abbey, founded (1013) by 
Judith, wife of Richard II. Duke of 
Normandy; the Ch* of which, now 
converted into a market-hall, and faced 
with a 17th-cent. front, is one of the 
oldest Romanesque buildings in Nor- 
mandy, having been begun in 1024. It 
is large in dimensions and simple in its 
style: plain square piers support cir- 
oular arches. The columns attached to 



the piers are carved, and one is inscribed 
•• Isambardus me fecit." "The dome 
vaulting over the S. aisle is exceedingly 
curious.'* In Ste, Croix are some painted 
glass windows : ' the high altar was 
brought from Bee, and also 2 fine se- 
pulchral slabs of Abbots — Wm. d'Au- 
villere, 1417, and Robert III. de Bee, 
1430, in their grand robes, built into 
the W. wall of the ch. 

N. Dame de la Couture is a little way 
out of town, and a place of pilgrimage. 
It is a Gothic ch. of 14th and 15th 
cents., with some good stained glass of 
15th and 16th cents.; chs. the unusual 
breadth of the transept, in which are 
traces of an earlier building. 

10 m. Lisieuz Junct. Stat. (^Inns: H. 
de France; H. d'Espagne), a thriving 
manufacturing town (12,672 Inhab.), 
prettily situated at the junction of the 
valleys of the Touques and the Orbec, 
and well worth a visit. A consider- 
able part of the population is employed 
in and around the town in weaving 
coarse woollens, flannels, &c. Its 
streets exhibit specimens of ancient 
domestic architecture, timber-framed 
houses and pointed gables, well suited 
to the artist's pencil. In the Rue aux 
F€ves are the oldest and most curious 
houses. 

The *Chitrch of St, Pierre (formerly 
cathedral) faces an open square, with 
its W. front flanked by 2 towers ; the 
S. of 3 stages, mixed circ. and pointed, 
surmounted by a stone spire; the N. 
tower rebuilt, of one stage only, with 
long graceful openings. The interior is 
a good specimen of the Early Pointed 
style of the 13th cent., with lancet 
wmdows, holding a place between the 
Norman and the lancet Gothic of Eng- 
land, resembling Sens and the Choir of 
Canterbury. It was begun late in the 
12th cent, and carried on to the ISth 
by Jourdain d'Hommet (d. 1218). After 
a fire in 1226 it was repaired by G. de 
Pont de TArche. Greatest part of 
nave, transepts, and choir of 13th cent. 
Part of choir and transepts are older. 
The Lady Chapel was founded, in the 
1 5th cent., by Pierre Cauchon, Bishop of 
Beauvais, and president of the tribunal 
which condemned Jeanne d'Arc, in 
expiation of **his false judgment of 



Normanijy. 



B(mte 25.— Ca^». 



81 



an innocent woman," as he expressly 
states in the deed of endowment. Henry 
11. was married to Eleanor of Guienne, 
the divorced wife of Louis le Jeune, 
1152, in this cathedral. Adjoining the 
Hoits-Prefectwre, once the Bishop's palace, 
is a large garden, thrown open to the 
public. SU Jacques is a fine ch., and 
has good psdnted glass. 

Lisieux was the capital of the Lexoviii 
a Gallic tribe mentioned by Cffisar, and 
loiius of the ancient town {Naoiomagus 
\.) have been discoTered at a short dis- 
tance from the present one. 

About 4 m. N , of the rly ., after leaving 
Lisieux, is Val Richer, once celebrated 
for its Abbaye, founded in 1167, and 
of which I'homas a Becket was. the 
first abbot, and where he retired during 
his exile from England. Some of his 
ecclesiastical vestments are preserved 
in the sacristy. The ruins have been 
converted into a handsome residence, 
the summer-retreat of M. Guizot, the 
eminent writer and statesman. 

The Castie of St. Germain-de'Livet 
(4 m.) in the valley of the Touques, 
is a singular pile of towers and turrets 
and bartizans, part brick; part timber. 

(Uly. to Pont TEv^que, and thence 
brancties to Honfleur and TrouvillO^ 
Kte. 23.) 

11 m. Mesnil-Mauger Stat. About 
2 m. S. is the village of Ste. Marie aux 
Anglais, with curious Koinauesque eh. 
(M.H.) 

5 m. M^zidon Junct. Stat. (Buffet). 
(Inna: H. Ste. Barbe; H. Grace de 
Dieu.) Omnibus from rly., which is 
about a mile from the town at Breuil, 
where is a Ck, (12th to I5thcent.), and 
a modern CasUe. Rly. to Le Mans 
by Argentan, &c., branches off on 1. 
CKte. 2y). 

[Between Mezidon and Caen, and 
beyond the station of Argences, is the 
village of Vimont, where has been 
erected (in 1841) a column to com- 
memorate the battle of the Val-es-Dunes, 
-where William the Conqueror defeated 
the revolted barons in 1U47. The site 
of the battle is at a short distance S.W. 
of Vimont.] 

Caen Stat. (Buffet). Omnibus and 
fiacres (I fr. 50 c.) from Rly. (/ww; 



Hotel d'Espagne; H. d'Angleterre ; 
Humby*s Hotel, English landlord, and 
moderate; H. Ste. Barbe; H. de la 
Victoire, in the Place St. Pierre, small, 
but clean ; H. de France, near Stat.) 

This chief town of the D^pt. du 
Calvados (so named from a long reef of 
rocks on its coast, on which a Spanish 
vessel, the Calvad6s, was wrecked in 
the reign of Philippe II.) is situated 
on the Ome, 10 m. from its mouth, 
and has 43,740 Inhab. A smaller 
stream, the Odon, passes through the 
town and around the line of its old 
ramparts, to which it served as a fosse, 
turning several mills before it joins the 
Ome. Notwithstanding the antiquity 
of Caen, its wide streets, its large 
central square, in which stands the 
statue of Louis XIV., and its houses 
of white stone, give it a cheerful air. 

To the traveller Caen recommends 
itself by its numerous specimens of 
medieval architecture, which will re- 
quire at least a day, and may be visited 
in the following topographical order : 
Ch. of St. Jean. Ck. of St. Pierre, the 
Bourse, the Castle, Ahbaye aux Dames, 
Ch. of St. Sauveur, Alhaye aux IIo^U' 
mes. Hotel de Ville. 

Near the centre of the town, on one 
side of a public garden, rises the C/u 
of St. Pien'G (M. H.), surmounted by 
one of the most graceful towers and 
spires, in the complete Gothic style, 
which Normandy can produce ; the 
middle storey, formed of tall lancet 
windows framed within reeded mould- 
ings, is a model of strength and light- 
ness. Its spire of stone, partly pierced 
h. jour, was built in 1308, and is 242 ft. 
high. The nave was constructed pro- 
bably about the same time, the choir, 
more richly ornamented, rather later, 
while its roof and the chapels surround- 
ing the choir were added in 1 521 . The 
groining of the roof of the choir is 
surpassed in extravagance in the 
chapels, where it assumes the form 
of pendent fringes, giving the roof a 
cellular character. The side walls of 
these chapels are pierced with arches 
and decorated with statues. Some of 
the capitals of the columns in the nave 
exhibit ludicrous carvings, such as 
Aristotle bridled and ridden by the 
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mistress of Alexander, and Lancelot 
crossing the sea on his sword, from the 
old romances. 

Caen possesses two very remarkable 
monuments of the piety of William 
the Conqueror and his queen — or rather 
of their desire to appease the Pope for 
contracting a marriage within the pro- 
hibited degrees — in the churches of 
the Abbayes, aux Hommes and aux 
Dames: both founded 1066, although 
they now retain but small portions of 
the original buildings. 

The * Ch, of St. Etienm (M. H.), or of 
the Ahhaye aux Ifommes, destined by the 
Conqueror as a resting-place for his 
own remains, was finished and dedi- 
cated by him in his lifetime, 10? 7» un- 
der Archbishop Lanfranc, who was the 
first abbot. The W. front is so per- 
fectly and severely plain that it will 
probably disappoint expectations. It 
and the 2 stately W. towers were built 
probably c. 1096, and may be regarded 
as the prototype of the fa9ades of a 
great part of the Grothic Cathedrals 
of France. The spires and choir were 
added in the beginning of the 13th cent. 
The interior of the nave exhibits the 
rigid severity and massive strength, 
with the grandeur of proportion, of the 
Normano-Romanesque style. Obi, in 
the sacristy an ancient portrait of 
William the Conqueror (? 15th or 16th 
cent.) The ch. is 349 ft. long and 68| ft. 
high. The lower row of arches supports 
a gallery, having arches of equal span 
and J of the height of those below. The 
clerestory windows consist of a tall and 
short arch placed alternately on onelside 
"^ or the other to meet the curve of the 
vault, an addition of the 1 2th cent. The 
choir, ending in an apse, and surrounded 
by chapels, is in the pointed Gothic style 
of the beginning of the 13th cent. A 
plain grey marble slab in the pavement 
before the high altar marks the grave 
of William the Conqueror, but it has 
been long empty: it was broken open, 
the costly monument erected over 
it by William Rufus destroyed, and 
the bones scattered, by the Huguenots, 
1562, and lost without record, except 
one thigh-bone, which was re-interred. 
The Revolutionists of 1793 again vio- 



lated the grave, when thii also dis- 
appeared. 

The funeral of the Conqueror, under- 
taken by the charity of a simple knight, 
as already detailed (Rte. 8, Riouen), was 
singularly intennipted, even within the 
precincts of the ch., add before the 
service for the dead was concluded, by 
a cry from one of the bystanders, a 
man named Asselin, who claimed the 
site of the grave, saying that it occu- 
pied the place of his. father's house, 
that he had been illegally ejected from 
it in order to build the ch., and he de- 
manded the restitution of his property. 
This claim, thus boldly made, in the 
presence of the dead monarch's son 
Henry, the chief mourner, being backed 
by the assent of the townspeople, who 
stood by, was not to be denied or re- 
jected, and the bishop was obliged to 
pay on the spot 60 sous for the 
place of sepulture for the royal corpse. 
Even then it is related that, as the 
coffin was being lowered into the grave, 
it struck against some obstacle, fell, 
and was broken into pieces, so that the 
corpse, ejected from its tenement, dif- 
fused so horrible a stench through the 
ch. that the rites were hurried to a 
close, and the assembled priests and 
laity dispersed. 

The exterior of this ch. surmounted 
by its 2 W. towers, its central octagonal 
tower, and 4 turrets on the £., has 
a peculiarly striking effect from a 
distance, and reminds one of the ar. 
rangemeuts of some of those on the 
Rhine. 

The adjoining conventual buildings 
have been converted, since 1800, into a 
College {Lyc^e ImpdHal), 

A portion of the building now em- 
ployed by the Ecole Normale is Gothic 
(14th cent.), and occupies the site of 
the old Norman Palace, called Grand 
Palais. The ancient hall called Salle 
des Gardes, of the 13th or 14th century, 
still exists in part. 

At the opposite end of the town, on 
the heights of St. Gilles, Is the Ch, of 
la Ste, Trtniie (M.H.), or of the Abbaye 
aux Dames, founded and consecrated 
1066, though probably unfinished, by 
the Conqueror's queen, Matilda » and 
destined b;i^ her for i^ nunnery of noble 
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ladies. The whole is now completely 
restored. 

The choir of the ch. is railed off for 
the use of the Sisters who attend on 
the sick. (Apply to porter at entrance to 
hospital adjoining W. front.) The ch., 
in the lighter and more ornate cha- 
racter of its architecture, displays a con- 
trast with the massive plainness of St., 
£tienne. It is doubtful whether any- 
thing but the core of the walls is of the 
Conq ueror*s time ; the rest is apparently 
of the end of the Uth and middle 
of 12th cent. With the exception of 
the upper part of the W. towers this 
edifice is a good specimen of Norman 
Romanesque. It has been restored, and 
in some respects altered. The choir, 
ending in an apse, is of the same age 
and style as the nave. The piers are 
lighter, the engaged pillars project 
more, than in St. £tienne,the embattled 
fret here runs round the main arches, 
and instead of a lofty triforium the walls 
above them decorated with a blank ar- 
cade of small circular arches, and above 
these is a passage in the clerestory sup- 
ported by misproportioned pillars, ex- 
hibiting grotesque figures among th6 
foliage of their capitals. The arches 
under the central tower are remarkably 
bold, and their archivolts are chased with 
the Norman lozenge. The one opening 
into the nave is obtusely pointed, but 
apparently of the same date. The 
choir of the nuns ends in a semi- 
circle of double arches, one tier over 
the other; inclosed in the centre is 
the tomb, restored in 1819, of Queen 
Matilda, with an inscription on it in 
letters of the 11th cent. The ori^nal 
black marble grave-stone was broken in 
pieces by the Calvinists, who dispersed 
her remains, which, however, were 
collected some years after. Under- 
neath is a crypt resting on 34 pillars., 
It was formerly the burying-plaoe of 
the abbesses of the convent. 

The eonventual buildinffis attached 
to the ch.are modem (1726), and have 
been converted in^o a Hospital (JIUel 
Dieu\ 

For the studept of ancient architec- 
ture the following churches well de- 
serve to be vi^teo. Not far from St. 
l^tienne is St. Nicholas (A^.li«)« another 



interesting ch. in the circular style, of 
the end of the 12th centy. ; it is now a 
hay-store belonging to the cavalry. It 
is unaltered, plain in style, and ends 
in an apse : which retains its original 
steep conic stone roof. 

St, Utienne le Vieux, opposite the 
Lycee, is a fine specimen of pointed 
Gothic of the 15th cent., and has been 
restored. 

St. Julien and St, Gilles partly de- 
molished (nave 12th, vault 15th cent.) 
will interest the architect. 

St, Jean (M.H.) has two unequal in 
height and unfinished towers, in the 
late pointed style. The upper part of 
the central tower is Italianized Gothic, 
unfinished and later than the W. tower. 
Ohs, 2 windows in the N. transept. 

St, Sauveur, in the Rue Notre Dame, 
is externally a fine specimen of late 
Gothic, almost renaissance, interior 
plain. 

St, Michel, in the suburb of Vaucelles, 
is of late date, but retains interesting 
remains of earlier work. The Norman 
tower and the very long but narrow and 
round-headed windows deserve notice. 
The fringed portal is surmounted by a 
gable filled with flamboyant tracery, in 
the style of the 15th or 16th cent. 

There are many old houses, with 
curiously ornamented fronts of the 
15th and 16th cents.: in the Cour de 
la Monnaie; Hdtel de Than, in the 
Rue St. Pierre ; and 2 timber-framed 
houses, Rue de la Gedle and Rue 
N. Dame; but they are| fast dis- 
appearing. 

The Hdtel de Valois, Place St. 
Pierre, now the Bourse^ is in the Italian 
style of the 16th cent. 

The Castle f surmounting the height 
to the W. of St. Pierre, built by Wil- 
liam the Conqueror and his son Henr}'* 
— held for a long period by the Eng- 
lish, but finally taken from them by 
Dunois, who compelled the Duke of 
Somerset with a garrison of 4000 men 
to surrender (H59) — ha^ now the 
aspect of a modem fortress ; but hav- 
ing bee^ disn^antled by a decree of 
the' Convention, it is at present used 
as a barrack. The only Norman por- 
tions remaining are the small Chape} 
of St, Oeorge, whose nave is probably 
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of the 11th centy. ; while the chancel, 
separated from it b^ a bold arch, is of 
the 15th. A very interesting Norman 
hall has been ascertained to have 
been the original Jlall of t/ie ExcJicquer 
of Normandy jOf the time of William the 
Conqueror. Both these buildings are 
now used as storehouses. From the 
ramparts of the castle there is a good 
view of the town. 

In the Hotel de Ville, which occupies 
with its classical portico one side of 
the Place Royale, is an interesting 
Collection of Paintings. A genuine 
*Perugino, The Marriage of the Vir- 
gin (formerly in the Cathedral at Peru- 
gia, from which it was carried off 
by the French); — the Passage of the 
lihiae, by Van der Menlen; — Mel- 
chizedec offering bread and wine to 
Abraham, Itubcns ; — the Virgin with 
3 Saints, by some old master, called 
Albrecht DUrer. Here is also the Library 
of 60,000 vols. 

In the Cabinet cTHistoire naturelle in 
the Palais de FUniversit^, Rue de la 
Chaine, is a collection of the fossils 
of Normandy, including Ichthyosauri, 
Plesiosauri, and a very perfect croco- 
dile from the neighbouring quarries of 
r Allemagne. A part of the collections 
made by Admiral Dumont d'Urville, 
during his memorable voyages of cir- 
cumnavigation, have been deposited 
here. 

The English Church Service is per- 
formed on Sundays at 9*45 and 2'45, 
in the French Protestant Temple^ Rue 
*de la Geole. 

The Foste aux Lettres is in the Rue 
de I'Hdtel de Ville. 

Caen is well provided with prome- 
nades, formal avenues of trees; — the 
chief are the Grand and Petit Cours, 
and the Cours Montalivet and Cafa- 
relli, by the side of the Orne. The 
handsome quais bordering the Orne 
and the Odon near their junction form 
pleasant walks. 

The principal street, in which are 
the best shops, is the Rue St. Jean, i 

Froissart narrates the storv of the 
capture of Caen in 1346, a short while 
before the battle of Crocy, by Edward 
III. and the Black Prince, who, being 
irritated by the resistance of the citi- 



zens, gave it np to plunder. It was 
then " large, strong, and full of dra- 
pery and all sorts of merchandise, rich 
citizens, noble dames, damsels, and fine 
churches." The English fleet returned 
home laden with its spoils. 

Several of the leaders of the party of 
the Girondins, proscribed by the Jaco- 
'bins of the revolutionary tribunal, and 
driven from Paris by the insurrection 
of May 31, 1793, retired to Caen to 
organise a revolt against the tyranny 
of the Mountain, but were entirely 
defeated and put down in a battle at 
Vernon. It was shortly after this event 
that Charlotte Corday (a native of St. 
Satumin, near S^ez), excited by the 
spirit of resistance against the tyranny 
of the Terrorists, which prevaile<l 
strongly at Caen, set out hence to Paris 
to assassinate Marat. The Girondins 
used to meet in the Hotel, No. 44 Rue 
des Carmes. 

Atnong the illustrious natives of 
Caen, the learned Huet Bishop of 
Avranches, bom 1613, may be men- 
tioned ; the poets Clement Marot, 
Malherbe, MalfiUtre, and Se'grais ; the 
Oriental scholar Boehart; and the 
modern composer Auber. 

Brummel, the Beau par excellence of 
the court of George IV. when regent, 
lived for many years at Caen, and ended 
bis days here in a lunatic asylum 
{I' Hospice du Bon Sauveur, an establish- 
ment which does credit to Normandy, 
and can receive 1600 patients); Bouri- 
enne, Secretary and early friend of 
Napoleon I., died in the same asylum. 

Since 1850 Caen has become a 
place of considerable trade, owing to 
the rlys. leading to the interior, and 
the improve^ncnts of its port, which 
extends along the river iront called 
the Quai Juillet, with the Bassin h. 
flot, which can admit vessels drawing 
16 ft. water, and communicates with 
the sea by a wide canal that opens 
into it at Ouistrehan, 2 m. W. of the 
mouth of the Orne. 

Kaihaiis — to Paris; to Bayeux and 
Cherbourg (Rte. 26) ; toHonlieur (Rte. 
23) ; to Alencon, Le Mans, Angers, and 
Tours ; to Flers, following the valley 
of the Orne, by Harcourt and Condc, 
37 m., to be opened in all 1867, form- 
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ing the most direct communication 
between Caen and Granville (Kte. 29). 
The Rlv. Stat, is close to the Orne 
and the Qaai Juillet. 

Steamer to Havre daily. 

The making of lace, principally black, 
is said to occup/ 20,000 -women and 
children in and about Caen. The streets 
of the suburbs are lined with family 
parties seated round their cottage d'X)rs 
merrily twirling their bobbins. With 
this exception Caen has no claim to be 
a manufacturing town ; though it was 
so in an eminent degree until the 
revocation of the Edict of Nante-* 
banished all its most industrious 
artisans. 

IJnvirons, — A cabriolet or other car- 
riages may be hired for excursions at 
fixed prices at the office next to the 
Hotel d'Espagne. Omnibus to Creuilly, 
la De'livrande, CorseuUes, Dives, Trou- 
ville, &c. 

The student of ancient architecture 
might spend many days profitably and 
agreeably in visitmg the ecclesiastical 
and civil monuments which abound in 
the neighbourhood of Caen. The De'pt. 
du CalvMos is particularly rich in 
monuments of architecture ; the dis- 
tinguished archaeologist of Caen, M. de 
Caumont, enumerates nearly TO speci- 
mens of the Norman architecture of 
the llth and 12th centuries existing 
in it. 

n. On the outskirts of Caen, to the 

E., at the extremity of the Rne BasseSt. 

Gilles, is h singular castellated mansion 

called Les Gens d*ArmeSy from 2 stone 

figures of armed men on the top. 

Though surrounded by battlemented 

walls and furnished with towers, it was 

'not built as a place of defence, but as 

a maison de plaisance for one Gerard 

de Nollent, in the time of Louis XTI. 

Its walls are faantastically ornamented 

externally with medallion heads of 

emperors, &c. 

b. 4 m. from Caen, rt. of the road 
to Bayeux (2 m. by a path across 
the fields), are the remains of the 
Abhaye cPArdenne, consisting of a well- 
preserved Gothic church, and of the 
abbey buildings, partly ruined, now 
serving the purpose of farm offices. 
There is a fine gate-tower with a 



round-headed gate and pointed wicket, 
large stables, " a buttressed barn 
which puts to utter shame the largest 
of our edifices of this kind.'* The 
beautiful Ch. closely resembles in style ' 
the early English of our abbeys of 
Bolton and Newstead. Its W. front is 
especially noticeable ; it has a rose 
within a pointed window, and a 
rich porch supported ** on detached 
shafts." The Castfe of CreitUly is a 
picturesque ruin, also on the rt. of the 
road to Bayeux. 

c. Thanriy Fontaine' Ilenn, La Delve- 
rande, Luc-suv-Mer, 

On the coast W. of the Orne a suc- 
cession of small watering-places on 
fine firm sands are much frequented 
during the summer, each having an 
Etablissement : such are Lion-sw-Mer, 
10 m. (Hotel du Calvados), with a good 
Renaissance church and a tower of the 
llth cent.; iMO-sur^Mer; Langruno 
(H6tel Bellevue) ; 8t, Aubin-sw-AIer 
(H. Pelcerf)— most of the houses being 
on the shore, people bathe from their 
own doors; Bernieres, fine ch., with 
porch and tower of 13th cent. 

A capital macadamised road, tra- 
versed by omnibus, leads N. of Caen, 
1 2 m. to Lue-swr-Mer (Inns : H. de la 
Belle Plage ; H. de Londres). It passes 
several objects of architectural and an- 
tiquarian interest, to which ^ a day 
may be devoted with advantage, as fol- 
lows, (N.B, This excursion may be 
made in a gig, costing 1 2 frs., in 5 or 6 
hfs., including stoppages.) 

About 2 m. from Caen a range of 
high table-land is ascended, on the 
summit of which is a cahaire, or cru- 
cifix. " The traveller will not fail to 
linger on the little hill just beyond 
the first crucifix. Here he will enjoy 
a lovely prospect. The horizon is 
bounded by long lines of grey and 
purple hills: nearer are fields and pas- 
tures, whilst the river glitters and 
winds amidst their vivid tints ; nearer 
still the city of Caen extends itself.'' 

7^ m. Thann. Here is a church, of 
the exact character of the Norman of 
England, scarcely altered since the 1 Ith 
cent., when it was built, excepting 
the loss of its aisles. It is a good deal 
ornamented. The tower is capped with 
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a hollow pyramid of stone, one of the 
oldest examples of the nascent spire 
known. It is now deserted. 

* li m. farther to the N. is the inte- 
resting Chateau of Fontaine- Henri, once 
a seat of the Harcourt family, built 
in the early part of the 16th cent., 
partly in the bastard Gothic, corre- 
sponding more with the late Eliza- 
bethan of England, partly in the Ita- 
lian style, resemblme the revived 
classic architecture of Audley End and 
Longleat. It is a mansion of no ^eat 
size, but is distinguished by a prepos- 
terously lofty and steeply pitched 
roof, surmounting one wing, flanked 
by an equally lofty chimney. The 
most profuse decoration of sculpture 
is lavished on its singularly irregular 
fayade. The ornaments of the win- 
dows, the panelling, balustrades, &c., 
are not inferior to those of the Palais 
de Justice at Rouen, which they much 
resemble. The interior is not shown. 
The Ch, of the village is partly Norman. 

A second steep ascent, surmounted 
by another Calvary, commands a 
view over the sea, including 6 or 8 
village spires, all having a strong 
family likeness to that of St. Pierre 
at Caen. A steep descent of about 
a mile will bring the tourist to the 
chapel of La DeH'orande, to which 
the Norman sailors and peasants have 
resorted for the last 800 years. It 
is a small Norman edifice. The 
statue of the Virgin, which now com- 
mands the veneration of the faithful, 
was dug up in the reign of Henry I. 
from the ruins of a previous chapel 
destroyed by the Northmen, through 
the agency of a lamb constantly grub- 
bing up the earth over the spot where 
it lay. Such is the legend. The re- 
putation of the image for performing 
miracles, especially in behalf of sailors, 
has been maintained from that time to 
the present, although it suffered much 
at the Revolution, when pilgrimages 
were forbidden. A nuqnery has been 
recently founded here by a pious lady 
pf the OgsouviUe &mi|y. 

rf. 12 miles from Caen is Cor- 
$eulie$f a small fishing port facing the 
dangerous rocks of CflUvftdcSs, which, 



however, are only visible at the lowest 
ebb of spring tides. It is famed for 
its oysters. Paris receives from the 
** pares aux huitres" a large proportion 
of those it consumes. The facilities 
for sea-bathing have raised this little 
village to 1600 Inhab. (Inns : H. des 
Etrangers ; H. de la Poste.) 

e. The Church of Ifs, about 3 m. S. 
of Caen, has a curious Early Pointed 
steeple; but a more remarkable ch. 
tower and spire exists at ^orrey, on 
the way to Bayeux (Rte. 26), alone 
worth the journey from England to an 
architect. 

/. The quarries of Caen stone have 
long furnished England with building 
materials, and during the middle ages 
the White Tower, old London Bridge, 
Henry VII.'s Chapel, Winchester, Can- 
terbury and Carlisle cathedrals, besides 
many of our country churches, were 
built of it. They are situated within 
the circuit of 1^ m. to the W. and S. of 
Caen, near la Maladrerie, on the road 
to Bayeux, and at Haute AUemagne. 
The rock is an oolite, equivalent to 
our Stonesfield slate, but without its 
slaty structure ; it is extracted from 
subterraneous quarries through vertical 
shafts, in blocks of considerable size. 
It is much employed in England, 
especially for decorative purposes. 

g, A very interesting excursion may 
be made from Caen to Trouville (27 m.), 
visiting all the intermediate watering- 
places £. of the mouth of the Orne, 
now so much resorted to. Cabourg 
(15 m.), at the mouth of the Dives 
(H. de la Plage), possesses a hand- 
some Casino, and all the attributes of 
a fashionable bathing-place, and good 
sands. From it an old wooden bridge - 
leads to 

Dives {Inn: H. de Guillaume le 
Conquerant, good, a curious old Inn, 
a part of it of the 16th cent.; with out- 
side galleries leading to the rooms ; the 
one occupied by Madame de Sevigne is 
shown here ; its owner, M. le R^ois, 
has a collection of fos^iU from the 
rocks called Les Yaches li^oires, be- 
tween Houlgate and VillerB.) It was 
at Dives that William the Conqueror 
tarried fbr a month to collect his fleet 
of SOUO vessels aod ^0,000 men, before 
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setting out for the oonqaest of England ; 
a shabby column has been set up below 
the chftteau of M. de Careil to com- 
memorate the eveut. There is a fine 
view from it over the valley of the 
Beuzeval. The sea has retired more 
than a mile from Dives, and its small 
harbour is choked up. In the Ch. of 
Notre Dame (M.H.) of the 14th, with 
some remains of the 11th cent., are 
i ascribed the names of the chiefs who 
followed William to England. 
The old timber HaUe is curious. 
Beuzeval. A Protestant colony occu- 
pies this quiet little watering-place. 
They have a house, ** Maison Evange- 
lique," where Protestants are taken 
in to board at a low rate, all living in 
common. About ^ m. farther is 

Houigate {Inn : H. de la Plage), an- 
other small watering-place, with gay 
cb&lets and fantastic houses for visitors. 
Both this and Beuzeval are in pretty 
situations. From here the road runs 
inland, passing on rt. the fine Kenais- 
sance chaAeau of M. Lecesne in a fine 
park. 

Villers-sur-Mer {Inn: H. Bras d'Or), 
one of the largest and most frequented 
bathing-stations on this coast, and not 
so expensive as Trouville and Deau- 
ville, with a casino, pretty villas, 
chateaux in theLouis XIY . style. From 
this the road continues to Deauville 
and Trouville (Rte. 23). 

Another antiquarian and architec- 
tural excursion may be made on the 
way to Bayeux, to Fr^sne-Camilly, 
Creuilly, and St. Gabriel (Rte. 26). 



ROUTE 26. 

CAEN TO CHERBOURG (rAILWAY). 

Kil. Miles. 



Caen 

Bayeux • 30 

LisoQ Junct S7 

Carentan 79 

Valognes 104 

Citerbourg .....* 135 



19 
36 
47 
68 
84 

203 



Paris to Caen, 148 m.; to Cher- 
bourg, 230. Trains in 9 hrs. This 
riy. was constructed by the English 



contractor Brassey, and was opened in 
Aug. 1858, on the occasion of Queen 
Victoria and Napoleon 111. visiting 
Cherbourg. 

2 m. beyond Caen, on the carriage- 
road, is la Maladrerie, so called from 
a lazar-house founded by our Henry II. 
for lepers of the town of Caen, now 
replaced by the huge penitentiary 
(Maison Centrale de Detention) of 
Beaulieu. Just before reaching this on 
the same side of the road obs. a small 
Norman chapel with a rich doorway, 
and near this may be perceived the 
whims or wheels by which the Caen 
stone is raised from the quarries. The 
Orne is crossed. 

8 m. BretteviUe VOrgueiUeuse Stat. 
(Inn : H. Grand Monarque). The Ch. 
(M.H.) has a handsome steeple and 
early Gothic choir. Conspicuous on 
the 1., about 1 m. off the road, is the 
fine open belfry and spire of Norrey 
(village of 343 Inhab.) This beauti- 
ful Church, which has been termed 
a miniature cathedral, is in the pure 
and simple Gothic style of our early 
English, and of the most elegant 
proportions, with an enriched choir, 
circular apse, and N. porch. "All 
the mouldings are deep, free, and 
repeated so as to give the greatest 
strength of line to all its parts." The 
tower owes its character of unequalled 
beauty to the 4 narrow and tall lancet 
arches which occupy the N. face of its 
belfry-story. 

[In going from Caen to Bayeux a 
detour might be made to visit Fresne 
Camilly, a church in the Transition 
style, round arches prevailing in the 
body of the building, with indications 
of pointed arches in a panelled arcade 
on the exterior of the N. wall. At 
Creully the Castle, a construction of 
different ages, retains, among more 
modern additions, 2 round towers. It 
belonged to Robert of Gloucester, 
natural son of Henry I., and is now 
converted into a private dwelling. The 
church is genuine Norman. A little 
farther is St, Gabriel, p, ruined priory, 
founded by Robert of Gloucester, 
1128: the choir of the church alone 
remains, and is a very remarkable ex- 
ample of fiorid Norman. 
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There is a road from Bretteville to 
the Castle of CreuUy, passing by 
Sacqueville en Bessin, whose Church is 
curious, partly pointed, partly round.] 

II m. Bayeux Stat. {Irms: H. du 
Luxembourg, no w.c/s; Grand Ho- 
tel; small), a quiet and dull ecclesias- 
tical city, with much the air of some 
cathedral towns in England, was an- 
ciently capital of the Hessin, and con- 
tains 9138 Inhab. It is washed by a 
small stream, the Aure, which enters 
the sea at 5 m. distance. It consists 
of two main streets, including some 
ancient specimens of mediaeval domestic 
architecture, running up a hill to a 
large open Place^ lined with trees. Its 
principal curiosities are its Tapestry 
and its 

* Cathedral, its chief ornament, com- 
pletely restored with care and taste. 
The original ch., having been burned 
down, was rebuilt in the time of 
William the Conqueror (1077) ; the 
present edifice dates from 1106, with 
many subsequent additions and 
changes. The W. front is a fine ele- 
vation, in pointed Gothic of 13th cent, 
flanked by 2 steeples of the 12th cent., 
in the towers of which pointed arches 
alternate with round. The 3 porches, 
which, as well as that on the S, side, 
deserve attention for their bas-reliefs 
and ornamental foliage, are of the I3tb 
cent., and florid in style. The interior 
is 314 ft. Ions and 74*9 high. The 
lower part of the nave (early 12th 
cent.) consists of flne circular arches 
and piers, whose heaviness is relieved 
by the beautifully-diapered patterns 
wrought upon the wall. Above runs a 
low trefoiled arcade as a balustrade to 
a triforium, surmounted by a clere- 
story of lofty and narrow windows of 2 
lights. The whole of this work is of 
the I3th cent., and the contrast between 
these attenuated forms and the solid 
grandeur of the basement is not agree- 
able. The arches of the crossing and 
thecAoiV are of the same period as the 
nave clerestory, and are distinguished 
by the remarkable elegance of their 
clustered pillars. They were built by 
Bishop Henry de Beaumont, an English- 
man, 1205. The circular ornaments in 
the spandrils of the arches are pleasing 



and of fanciful variety. The staUs are 
of oak, well carved. The chapels in the 
side-aisles, and the exterior of the E. 
end, should rot pass unnoticed. Owing 
to subsidences in the central piei-s, the 
tower above was taken down about 
1846, the piers being shored up, and 
the whole work above rebuilt. Under 
the choir is a crypt, probably the only 
part remaining of the original church, 
built, in 1077, by Odo, half-brother 
of the Conqueror, and fifty years 
bishop of Bayeux. It is supported 
on 12 pillars with rude capitals, and 
contains some episcopal tombs. In 
the Tresor is preserved the chasuble 
of St. Regnobert, in a casket of ivory, 
with enamelled ornaments, both ap- 
parently of Oriental workmanship, gifts 
of St. Louis. 

The student of architecture may 
visit with profit the Chapel of tfte Semi- 
naire, adjoining the Botel JXeu, a simple 
oblong plain groined hall, lighted by 
double lancet windows, early English 
in character, and not unlike the E. end 
of our Temple Church: its date is 
1206. Behind the altar is a singular 
recess, beautifully groined. 

The *Tapissef-ie de Bayeux has be«n 
removed frdm the Hdtel de Ville — 
where it used to be unwound from a 
roller, and subjected to the fingers as 
well as eyes of the curious — to a 
room in the Public Library (open 10 
A.M. to 3 P.M.), where it is carefully 
preserved, and more conveniently 
exhibited, under a glass covering. 
Many persons will look upon it 
merely as a long strip of coarse linen 
cloth, 20 inches wide and 213 ft. long, 
rudely worked with figures worthy of 
a girl's sampler. It is, however, a 
curious historical record of peculiar 
interest to an Englishman ; and, al- 
though it presents such anomalies as 
horses coloured alternately blue and 
red, there is much spirit in the draw- 
ing. It is ascribed, with much pro- 
bability, to the fingers of Matilda, 
Queen of the Conqueror, and repre- 
sents the Conquest of England, and 
events which led to it. It was pre- 
served in the cathedral until the Revo- 
lution, being hung round the nave 
on certain days. The earliest record 
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of it is in an inventory of the effects 
of the church* taken 1476, It consists 
of 58 rude pictures with explanatory 
inscriptions in Latin beneath each. The 
leading historical events portrayed are 
(1) Edward the Confessor designating 
William as his heir ; (23) Harold 
taking an oath to support William's 
claim to the Crown ; (28) the death of 
Edward ; (30) crowning of Harold by 
Archbishop Stigand ; (38) arrival of 
William at Pevensey; (51) beginning 
of battle of Hastings ; (52) death of 
Harold's brothers, Leofwin and Gurth ; 
(54) Odo, Bishop of Bayeux and 
brother of William encouraging the 
Normans; (57) death of Harold. The 
design has evidently been to represent 
Harold as a usurper, and William as 
the rightful heir to the crown, having 
other claims besides that of conquest. 
The Normans are drawn with shaven 
heads and chins, in scale-armour, hel- 
mets protected by nose-pieces, and 
shields shaped like flying kites, some- 
times bearing devices of crests (sup- 
posed to be of later invention) suspended 
by a belt round the neck. All the build- 
ings have round arches. At the bot- 
tom runs a curious border of animals, 
including camels and elephants. The 
tapestiy has been excellently engraved 
for the London Society of Antiquaries 
by the late Charles Stothard. When 
Napoleon was meditating the invasion 
of England, he caused this tapestry 
to be transported from town to town, 
and exhibited on the stage of the play- 
houses between the acts, to stimulate 
the spectators to a second conquest ! 

Wace, the author of the Roman de 
Kou, was a canon of this cathedral. 
According to it Harold actually did 
homage to William of Normandy, as 
heir of Edward the Confessor, for the 
throne of England. Many of the 
women about Bayeux still wear the 
Bourgogne or Bavolette, a rich and 
high head-dress, resembling that worn 
at the courts of the Dukes of Burgundy. 

In the outskirts of the town stands 
the little Ch, of St. Lo'ip, with towers 
and early square spire of 1 2th cent. 

There are good Baths at the side of 
the river, and near them a pretty Nur- 
scnj Gnrden, 



Bayeux is supposed to stand on the 
site of the Roman Augustodorus, 

Leaving the stat., a little N. of the 
Kne is the town of Frevi^res ; and 2 m. 
farther on the road to Carentan, 

Formigufj, where the English were 
defeated (1450) in an engagement 
so decisive, that it occasioned them 
the loss of Normandy, which they had 
held since 1417, and which has never 
since been separated from the French 
monarchy. A inonument on the rt. of 
the road marks the battle-field, and 
commemorates the victoi*y. It must 
be borne in mind that Sir Thomas 
Kyriel, who commanded the English, 
an old soldier of Agincourt, who took 
little account of superior numbers on 
the side of the French, attacked, with 
a vastly inferior force, the army of the 
Comte de Clermont, and while thus 
engaged was assaulted in the rear by a 
second army, under the Constable de 
Richemont. 

8 m. Lison Junct. Stat. Here the rly. 
to St. Lo (11 m.) diverges. (Rte. 27.) 

6 m. Tsirjni/ Stat., on the Aure, is 
accessible for vessels of considerable 
size, with the tide. The country 
around is celebrated for its butter, 
much of which, with vast numbers of 
eggs, are exported hence to England. 

The river Vire, forming the boundary 
between the departments of Calvftdds 
and La Manche, is crossed by an iron 
bridge 125 feet long. 

6 m. Carentan Stat. ('Tnn: H. d' Angle- 
terre, good), a town of 3056 Inhab., 
in a low marshy situation. Its feudal 
fortifications exist no longer, but it 
possesses an old Castle^ which belonged 
to the Kings of France, and was be- 
sieged by Edward III. (1346), and a 
handsome Church, surmounted by a 
spire. It is Norman, with pointed ad- 
ditions, the E. end in the style of the 
14th cent. 

Well-appointed diligences from Ca- 
rentan to Coutances (21 m.), Gran- 
ville, Avranches, and Dol, by Perix?rs, 
(11 m.) (H. de la Croix Blanche), whose 
Church (M. H.) is one of the finest eccle- 
siastical memorials in the Department, 
14-1 6th cent. 

At Carentan we enter the peninsula 
of the Coientirif so called from the 
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"cotes"— coasts, whicb. border it on 3 
sides. It is a fertile district, celebrated 
for its pastures, on which large herds 
are fed, everywhere inclosed within 
hedges, and abounding in ruined castles 
and ancient churches. It is particu- 
larly interesting to Englishmen, as the 
cradle of some of the most noble of our 
English families. At every step the 
traveller will encounter obscure vil- 
lages and hamlets, whose names are 
familiar to him as household words, as 
patronymics of great houses distin- 
guished in French and English annals, 
most of whose founders left their 
country in the train of William the 
Norman. Such are Beaumonts, Gre- 
villes, Carterets, Bruces, Nevilles, 
Bohuns, Percis, Pierponts. The geo- 
logy of the Cotentin is very interest- 
ing; its tertiary beds, in which more 
than 300 species of fossil shells, iden- 
tical with those of the Paris Basin, have 
been found, and its Baculite limestone, 
may be well studied in the quarries 
near Valognes. 
Across marshes nearly all the way to 
7 m. Chef du Pont Stat. 2^ m. rt. is 
Ste. Mere VEglise, with a similar Ch. 
to that of Carentan. 
6 m. Montebourg Stat. 
[At Qumeville, 6 m. N.E. of this, on 
the coast, is an ancient monument of 
masonry, 27 ft. high, and 30 in cir- 
cumference at, the base, which is 
square, and surmounted by a hollow 
cylinder surrounded with 2 rows of 
pillars. It is called la Grande Chemin^e; 
and though some writers have described 
it as a Roman monument, it is more 
probably a structure of the end of the 
12th cent., and served as a chimney. 

From the heights of Quine'ville King 
James II. beheld the sea-fight of La 
Hougue, which destroyed all his hopes 
of regaining the throne. (See La 
Hougue.)] 

The rly . continues through a pleasing 
country, to which the hedges and 
woodlands give a perfectly English 
character, to 

.5 m. Valognes Stat. {Inn: H. du 
Louvre), a pleasant town of 5406 Inhab,, 
containing some large and handsome 
maDsions, th^ re^i^ence of i)uiQ^roi;s 



old families. It is supposed to stand 
on the site of the Roman Allonia, The 
castle of William the Conqueror is de- 
molished; it was here that he was 
warned by his son, in the middle of 
the night, of the conspiracy of the 
Seigneurs of the Bessin and Cotentin 
to surprise and assassinate him. He 
instantly mounted his horse, and es« 
caped with difficulty to Falaise. 

There is a small local Museum, in 
which is preserved a Merovingian altar 
of 667, and some Roman ruins about 
the town. 

[Although Valognes possesses nothing 
in itself to detain the traveller, in its 
vicinity are several objects of interest. 

a. Octeville, where is a Norman 
church with an octagonal tower 
and curious carvings (a Last Sup- 
per, &c., in bas-relief) older than 
the reign of Henry II.; with slender 
half-pillars, supporting Ionic capitals, 
outside its semicircular E. end, and a 
cornice of grotesque heads under its 
eaves: its lofty stone vaulted roof is 
supported on horse-shoe arches. 

At Alleaume, a village contiguous 
to Valognes, are very scanty remains 
of a bath. A Roman theatre, de- 
scribed by Montfaucon, has totally 
disappeai'ed. j 

An omnibus plies from Valognes 
Stat., passing near Colomby (a ch, 
with pointed lancet windows), to Saint 
Sauveur le Vicomte (H. du Soleil Le- 
vant) 10 ra. S, of Valognes, where 
there is a picturesque and imposing 
* Castle of the Tessons and Harcourts, 
but given by Edward III. after the 
treaty of Bretigny to Sir John Chandos, 
one of the most famous captains in the 
wars of Edward III. and the Black 
Prince. He built the square and lofty 
keep-tower, one of the gateways, and 
other portions. In the 17th century it 
became a hospice, and continues such 
down to the present. It is the best 
preserved feudal fortress on the Con- 
tinent. The beautiful Benedictine Ch, 
the groundwork Norman (1067-1160) 
with additions in the pointed style ol 
the 13th cent., was destroyed in the 
Revolution, but has been entirely re- 
(built j^fter th^ original model bv the 
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SflBars de la Misericorde, who occupy 
the abbey building. 

Between St. Sauveur and Periers 
is the Aihey of Blanchelande, founded 
by Richard de la Haye, a favourite of 
Henry II. (1115-85) who had been 
captured by corsairs, and passed many 
years in slavery. It is beautifully 
situated, and consists of the abbot's 
house, still perfect and inhabited by 
a farmer, and part of the CJmrch, in 
which late insertions have been added 
to an original Norman structure. 

An omnibus runs from Valognes to 
St. Vaast La How}ue, and Barflear, by 
Tamerville (2^ m.), where the Nor- 
man Ch. has an elegant octagonal 
tower composed of 3 storeys of narrow 
round-headed arcades and windows. 
St, Vaast la JTougue (Inn: H. de France, 
small but comfortable), 12 m. N. of 
Valogoes, is a seaport of 4162 Inhab., 
situated .in a fine bay, with the 
fortified island and lazaret of Tatihou 
in front, provided with a pier 984 
ft. long. Previous to the rise of 
Cherbourg it was the chief port of the 
Cotentin. Vauban proposed to make 
it what Cherbourg is, the chief arsenal 
of France on the Channel, but the 
project was abandoned, owing to the 
difficulty of getting out of its port 
with a N. wind. The English fre- 

3uently effected landings here, to lay 
esolate the fair fields of France. 
King Stephen, in .1137, landed here, 
and the army which conquered at 
Cr^cy under Edward III. in 1346. 
Other armaments disembarked here in 
the reigns of Henry IV, and V. ; and 
in 1574 a force of 5000 French and 
English Protestants, despatched by 
Queen Elizabeth under the Comte de 
Montgomery, to aid the cause of the 
Huguenots, made a descent upon Nor- 
mandy at this point. La Hougue is 
chiefly known in English history, 
however, on account of the sea-fight of 
Cap la Hougue in 1692, when the united 
English and Dutch ships, under Ad- 
mirals Russell and Rooke, annihilated 
the expedition prepared by Louis XIV. 
for a descent upon England^ with the 
design of restoring James II. to the 
throne. The action commenced at 
some distance frpn^ tl^e coast between 



Cape Barfleur and the Isle of Wight. 
The French admiral, Tourville, a man 
of great bravery, having orders from 
his master to engage at all odds, ven-; 
tured to measure his strength with a 
fleet of 80 vessels, the largest which 
had entered the Channel since the 
Armada, while his own force did not 
exceed 44. It is supposed that he 
was ignorant of the junction of the 
Dutch, and that he counted on the 
desertion of Admiral Russell, who, it 
is well known, was in secret corre- 
spondence with James. However, 
nothing of this sort occurred; and, 
after a running fight, the French, in 
3 divisions, retired to their own coast, 
pursued by the English. 3 of the 
largest ships, including the admiral's, 
le Soleil Royal, sought refuge in Cher- 
bourg, where they were blown up by 
the English admiral Delaval. Tour- 
ville, hoisting his flag on board an- 
other vessel, conducted 12 into the 
bay of La Hougue, where he had time, 
before the arrival of Russell the day 
after, to prepare means for a stout de- 
fence, running them aground on the 
shallows with their broadside to the 
enemy. The French army, united 
with a body of Irish and English re- 
fugees, was drawn up on the heights 
above ; while the artillery was em- 
barked on floating batteries, to assist 
in repelling any attack on the ships. 
James II., attended by Marshals 
Berwick and Bellefonde, who com- 
manded his forces, was a spectator 
of the action which ensued. The only 
really brilliant part of the battle was 
the attack and capture of this arma- 
ment by the boats of the English 
squadron under Sir George Rooke ; 
these, and a few light frigates, only 
being able to approach near enough to 
take a part in the action on account of 
the shallows. In the teeth of a tre- 
mendous fire of musketry and artillery 
from shore and ships, the English 
sailors pulled up to the stranded ves- 
sels, boarded them one after the other, 
and pointed their guns against the 
French on the shore. All the 12 
ships of war were burnt, together 
with a number of transports, 300 of 
whkh bad been cgU^cted in this and 
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the neighbouring ports to convey the 
army to England. 

A magnificent view of the coast may 
be obtained from the churchyard of la 
Pcrnelle, 2 m. N. of St. Vaast. 

About 7 m. N. of St. Vaast is Bar- 
fleur {Ina : H. Phare de Gatteville, small 
but clean), an ancient and now nearly 
deserted town of 1304 Inhab. To the 
end of the 12th cent, it was the most 
frequented port by which the com- 
munication between Normandy and 
England was maintained, in spite of 
the dangerous rocks around. Upon 
them perished in 1120 the "Blanche 
Nef,** — the ship which conveyed Wil- 
liam the only son of Henry I., with 140 
young noblemen — through the fault 
of the intoxicated pilot and crew. The 
prince himself might have escaped had 
not an affectionate desire to save his 
natural sister, the Countess of Mor- 
tagne, caused him to turn back towards 
the foundering vessel. The boat which 
was bearing him to the shore was in- 
stantly filled by a crowd of despairing 
wretches, and all sank to the bottom. 

On the extreme point of the Cap de 
Gatteville, the W. horn of the great 
bay into which the Seine discharges 
itself, about 1 m. N. of Barfleur, 
a magnificent LigJithouse has been 
erected. It is 271 ft. high above the 
sea, and is constructed entirely of 
granite. The light is seen at a dis- 
tance of 27 m. at sea. There is a 
fine view from the top. Barfleur is 15 
m. E. of Cherbourg : a good road leads 
thither. Near to it, about 2 m. E. of 
St. Pierre Eglise, lies the Chateau de 
Tocqueville, seat of the family of the 
late eminent author of ' Democracy in 
America,* * The French Revolution,* 
&c., M. Alexis de T., who is buried in 
the churchyard ; and on the other side 
of the village, the Ch.lteau St. Pierre, 
a building of the 18th cent., belonging 
to Count de Blangy. 

About 7 m. from Valognes, 1., 
is the small town of Brix, a me- 
morable name, since it is the same 
ns Bruis ' or Bruce in its primitive 
spelling. The noble family of that 



name was allied to the Dukes of Nor- 
mandy, and from it sprang Robert 
Bruce the King of Scotland. Th© 
castle of the Seigneur de Brix, built in 
the 12th cent., is now reduced to a few 
ruined vaults and foundation walls. It 
was called Chateau (TAdam. Robert de 
Bruis was one of the Conqueror*s fol- 
lowers to England.] 

The rly. from Valognes is carried by 

Sottemst Stat. 

An omnibus runs from Sottevast to 
Bricquebec (4 m.), on the way to the 
port oi Banieville (\^ m.\ ixx the Base 
de Carteret, which is only 13 m. from 
Jersey. 

BricqHebec(Inn:\{. du Vieux Chateau), 
5 m. W. from Valognes, a village, in- 
cluding an ancient 6'a5^/e (M. H.), whose 
lofty donjon keep, 100 ft. high, in shape 
a decagon, seated on a high mound, 
remains tolerably perfect (date 14th 
cent.), as well as the walls of the outer 
inclosure. Other portions are as late 
as the 16th, and some as early as the 
11th cent. It belonged in turn to the 
families of Bertram, Paisnel (Paganel) 
and Estouteville. It was taken from 
the last by Henry V. after the battle 
of Agincourt, and bestowed on his 
favourite William de la Pole, Earl of 
Suffolk, who parted with it to ransom 
himself from the hands of the French. 
In the adjoining forest, on the 
hill des Grosses Roches, are three 
Druidical monuments of the kind 
called " Galeries Couvertes." A little 
more than a mile N.E. of Bricquebec 
is the Trappist Convent of Notre Dame 
de Grace, founded 1823 on a spot 
of gi'ound just cleared from the forest. 
Its inmates, 32 in number, of whom 
12 are priests, are bound by strict 
vows to silence, communicating by 
established signs on indispensable 
matters, living on coarse dry bread, 
a few vegetables, a salad with a spoon- 
ful of oil, a little milk, and a bit of 
cheese. They are prohibited from 
wearing linen even when ill, and sleep 
with their clothes on, upon a straw 
mattress piqiiee, 2 inches thick. They 
are allowed one sort of meftt when 
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sick, but fish is forbidden. They rise 
daily at 2 a.m. ; and on fote-days at 12 
or 1, and spend their time in prayer, 
reading, and work.] 

Couville Stat. 

[13 m. Martinvast Stat. Close to the 
Stat, is a l'2th cent. Norm. (7/mrcA, with 
slender half pillars surrounding its £. 
end, and a cornice of grotesque heads 
under the eaves. Its lofty stone- vaulted 
roof is supported by horseshoe arches. 
The ruins of the I5th-cent. Castle^ 
partly restored, and connected with 
a modern Chateau belonging to M. 
Arthur Shickler. 

Cherbourg is so surrounded by hills 
that the rly. makes a great curve to 
the W., passing through the picturesque 
valley of Quincampoix, before reachmg 

4 m. CuERBOURO Stat. Omnibuses 
from rly. {Inns : Grand H. des Bains de 
Mer, clean and good cuisine, reading- 
rooms, fine view ; H. de I'Univers, com- 
fortable; H. de France, good; H. de 
TAmiraute ; H. de TAigle, moderate, 
landlady speaks English ; H. de TEu- 
rope). This principal naval port and 
dockyard of France is situated at the 
N. extremity of the peninsula of the Co- 
tentin in the D^pt. de la Manche, in the 
centre of a bay, the extremities of which 
are formed by Cap Levy on the E. 
and Point Querqueville on the W. It 
is 70 m. distant from Portsmouth. Its 
docks have been excavated in the rock, 
and its harbour won from the winds ; 
for no pains nor cost have been spared 
to secure for France on this point, so 
advantageously projecting into the 
Channel, a naval arsenal and port, 
whence she may be ready to watch or 
annoy her rival on the opposite coast. 
The town lies in the hollow of the 
valley of the Divette, which opens out 
to the sea under the lofty cliff of 
the hill of Le Koule, crowned by a 
fort. The port and roadstead are lighted 
by 6 lighthouses and defended by 7 
forts. Numerous detached forts and 
redoubts have been erected on the 
hills behind the town, at distances 
varying from ^ m. to Ijm. from 
the sea. Apart from its consideration 
as a naval station Cherbourg is insig- 



nificant: with dirty streets, reminding 
one of Portsmouth Point, and its com- 
mercial relations are very limited. The 
extensive naval works employ about 
10,000 out of its 41,812 Inhab., and 
upon them depends its prosperity. 
Among its articles of export are eggs 
to the value of more than 2 mil- 
lion francs yearly sent to England, be- 
besides cattle, poultry, butter, &c. There 
is a commercial harbour formed at 
the mouth of the Divette, consisting 
of a floating dock (Bassin du Com- 
merce) of about 6 acres, and an outer 
tidal harbour (Port du Commerce) pro- 
tected by long stone piers, with a small 
lighthouse on the E. jetty. During the 
summer season the place is enlivened 
by a few English yachts,, which come 
over to lay in wines and spirits. 
Yachts pay no port-dues, and are 
admitted into the floating dock with- 
out charge, except a few francs for 
quarantine fees. Those who visit the 
place in a yacht are well received, and 
can usually obtain permission to see 
everything. The commercial port, 
which is m the centre of the town, is 
quite distinct from 

The Dockyard^ or Port Militaire, si- 
tuated on the N.W. of the town. Ad- 
mission is given on presenting a 
note from the British consul, at the 
Prefecture Maritime, Rue des Bas- 
tions, where a permission is granted 
to be presented at the dockyard gates. 
The Port Militaire occupies a nearly 
triangular space of ground, one side 
resting on the sea, and is surrounded by 
fortifications 3 m. in extent. It was de- 
signed, as well as the Digue, by Vauban, 
whose plan, drawn by himself and 
signed, is preserved in the H. de Ville, 
but was only partly begun by Louis 
XVI. Napoleon did something towards 
the completion, Louis Philippe much 
more, and Napoleon III. has nearly 
completed the design of the great 
military engineer. The dockyard, in- 
cluding the avant-port and floating 
basins, is of greater extent than any 
English dockyard; its buildings are 
very large and handsome. Having no 
harbours like those of Portsmouth or 
the Medway in which to lay up their 



u 



Route 26. — Cherbourg : Digue. 



Sect. I. 



ships in ordinary, the French have 
been compelled at an enormous ex- 
pense to excavate out of the rock, 
principally by blasting, a second float- 
ing dock of 20 acres, and a tidal basin of 
18, besides one or two smaller basins, 
comprising altogether an area of 48 
acres of deep water, accessible by the 
largest ships of war, fully armed, at 
all times of the tide. The large 
20- acre Floating-dock CBassin Napo- 
leon III.) was opened by the emperor 
in 1858, on the visit of the Queen 
of England. It is cut 54 ft. deep 
in the live rock; its quays are inter- 
rupted by 7 dry docks (formes de 
radoub) and 7 building-sheds (cales) ; 
2 sets of lock-gates open into it ; and on 
one side is the anchor-yard. The slips 
{cales de construction) and dry docks are 
very handsomely and expensively built. 
Some of the building-slips are roofed 
over substantially, the roofs resting on 
arches supported on stone "piers, and 
the sides closed by wooden blinds. 
The arsenal also contains an atelier des 
forges, or smithy, and atelier des ma- 
chines, or worksnops, -with machinery 
for planing, sawing, turning, &c., and 
for working in iron ; a zinc-roofed 
iron-foundry ; and very large store- 
houses. On the W. of the docks are 
the Pare and Caserne d*Artillerie, and 
the extensive pumping machinery for 
emptying the docks. The dockyard 
generally presents an appearance of 
magnificence, but of inactivity. 

The Timber Shed (Hangar au Bois) 
is 958 ft. long, and supported on 130 
stone pillars. The Salle d'Espadage, 
or rope-walk, is a covered building of 
great length. The yard is supplied 
with water from the Divette by a long 
conduit. On the road from the town 
to the Grand Port is the Caserne de 
la Marine, where the sailors are lodged 
•when there is no ship ready to receive 
them. 

The Salle d'Armes and Salle des Mo- 
deles deserve a visit. In the latter are 
preserved the slab-stones which covered 
the grave of Napoleon, brought here 
when his remains were landed from 
St. Helena. 



*La Digue. The roads of Cherbourg, 
though protected on three sides by the 
land, are open and exposed to the N. 
To remedy this, the project of throw- 
ing a Breakwater across the bay's 
mouth has been a favourite project of 
every French government since that 
of Louis XIV. The Bourbons, the 
Republic, the Empire, the Restoration, 
and Louis Philippe, all desired to ad- 
vance a scheme which would con- 
tribute to secure for France a safe and 
strong harbour on this part of her 
coast, opposite to Portsmouth, which 
would be an eye to watch and an arm to 
strike the English on the opposite side 
of the Channel. Hitherto the French 
had possessed no port for ships of war 
between Dunkirk and Brest. Now that 
the works have been carried on nearly 
50 years, and more than 2^ millions 
sterling, together with about 4,000,000 
cubic metres of stone, sunk in the 
operation, the Digue is complete, and 
its permanent duration seems pro- 
bable, since for several years past no 
perceptible alteration has been produced 
by the action of the waves in the struc- 
ture or profile of the base. For a long 
time the undertaking could be regarded 
only as a series of experiments and 
failures. The plan first adopted under 
Louis XVI. (1784) was that of forming 
truncated cones of timber, or huge 
broad-bottomed tubs, floating them, on 
empty casks to the proper place, 
sinking them by filling them with 
stones, and heaping up others about 
them. *But a brief exposure to a few 
storms overset some of the caissons, 
shattered the framework of others, 
and spread the stone and wood over the 
anchorage, so as to injure it. After a 
considerable interruption from the Re- 
volution, another scheme was resorted 
to of sinking stones at random (d pierre 
perdue), so as to be swept by the waves 
into a long and gradual slope to sea- 
ward: this was continued down to 
the time of Napoleon, who, as was his 
custom, looked at the project in a 
military point of view, and at once 
directed the formation of a fort in the 
centre of the Digue. AU exertions 
were thenceforth concentrated on this 
object; a mole was formed, a battery 
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raised on it mounting 20 guns, a 
garrison of 90 men was established on 
it, and lodged in barracks erected 
for the purpose. In 1808, however, a 
storm of extraordinary violence burst 
upon the roads; the waves, carried 
to an unusual height, soon submerged 
all the buildings raised upon the Digue, 
and, by the impetuosity of their shocks, 
swept them all off, save the cabin of 
the commandant of the prison, and, 
forming a wide breach in the masonry, 
poured over and through it with tre- 
mendous violence. There were at the 
time upon the dyke 263 soldiers and 
workmen, of whom 194 were drowned, 
31 were saved by finding shelter in 
hollows among the stones, and 38 got 
off in a boat which they managed to 
reach during a short lull, with great 
difficulty, since the vessels in the 
roads within the Digue were all driven 
from their moorings. By this disaster 
the operations of 16 years in sinking 
large blocks were nearly annihilated, 
and the whole mass of stone was re- 
duced to the condition of a rubble bed, 
rendering it doubtful whether the plan 
of even protecting the roads at all was 
pi*acticable. Nevertheless, Napoleon 
did not abandon it, nor did his suc- 
cessors lose sight of it. A survey made 
by order of the government in 1828 
showed, however, that the foundations 
had shifted in the course of 40 years 
from the position i](j which they had 
been first placed to a considerable dis- 
tance. Under the vigorous superin- 
tendence of Louis Philippe a new mode 
of proceeding was adopted in 1832. 
As the result of the schemes previously 
pursued had shown thatthe mere weight 
and volume of the stones thrown into 
the sea was insufficient to secure their 
fixity, a layer of beton, a species of 
concrete, composed of 1 part of small 
stones and pounded brick and 2 of 
lime, is now deposited on the loose 
stone heap, sloping on either side, and 
npon it a vertical wall of well-jointed 
and solid masonry, faced with granite, 
is raised to the height of 20 ft. above 
ordinary high water, forming a regu- 
lar terre-pleine 20 or 30 ft. wide, and 
parapet 12ft. thick. Even this, how- 
ever, was destined to be the sport of the 



waves during a storm which occurred 
in 1836, the most terrible since that of 
1 808 : the coat of concrete was broken 
and turned over in places ; blocks of 
stone, weighing 3 tons, were raised 22 
ft. high in the air, and carried over the 
wall to the inside of the Digue. At 
the end of 3 days 300 of them had 
found their way across, hurled with 
appalling violence and noise against the 
granite masonry, and acting upon it like 
battering rams, so that serious breaches 
and wide gaps were formed in the body 
of the breakwater. This is more or 
less the effect of every serious tempest. 

The Digue de Cherbourg extends be- 
tween the He PeMe and the Pointe de 
Querqueville, in length 4111 yards, or 
more than 2 m., leaving openings for 
the entrance and exit of vessels on' the 
E. of 1257 yards, and at the W. of 
about 1 J m. The width at the base is 
310 ft. The depth of the sea about 
the Digue varies from 36 to 45 ft. at 
low water. There are lighthouses at 
each end, as well as forts commanding 
the two entrances E. and W., and in 
the middle is the Fort Cevtral, all case- 
mated, and guns may be mounted all 
along the Digue. The stone employed 
is partly from the quarries at the base 
of the Montague du Roule, conveyed 
to the harbour along a tramway ; the 
slate came from the excavations made 
in forming the docks, and the granite 
from Fermanville and Flamanville, and 
from the lies Chausey near Guern- 
sey. There is generally no difficulty in 
visiting the breakwater ; the best way 
will be to hire a boat in the harbour 
and row off to it, the distance being 
about 2 m. 

The following comparative measure- 
ments will show how much more 
serious an undertaking the Cherbourg 
Digue has been than the Plymouth 
Breakwater : — 



Digue, 

Break 

water, 



Length. Breadth. Height. 
3, 4111 103-310 22j „. 
^-l i7«n i 120 at base, W 



The lapse of years however will alone 
decide whether the Digue can stand 
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heavy northerly gales. Even now that 
the breakwater has been built, a very 
heavy and troublesome sea drives 
through the roadstead wlien the wind 
blows froni N»K. 

The following description is nearly 
in the words of the late Admiral Sir 
Chas. Napier, who visited Cherbourg 
during the Naval Review, Oct. 1850: — 
" We have seen, almost within sight of 
our own shores, a splendid Breakwater 
nearly 3 m. long rise from the bottom 
of the sea, 60 ft. deep, under which can 
lie at moorings 50 sail of the line with 
perfect safety, almost frowning on Eng- 
land. That breakwater is defended by 
3 tremendous fortifications, independ- 
ent of movable guns without number, 
to protect either entrance that may be 
attacked. On the Isle Pelee opposite 
the breakwater, on the E. entrance, is 
Fort Imperial, mounting 90 guns case- 
mated. Opposite this, on the main 
land, is Fort des Flamands, mounting 
many heavy guns; in its rear is the 
redoubt of Tourlaville. 

"At the W. entrance of the har- 
bour are the Forts of Querqueville, 
St. Anne, Hornet, and Chavagnac, 
built on a rock between the W. 
end of the breakwater and Querque- 
ville. These forts mount upwards 
of 150 guns. There are also strong 
batteries to the left of the basin, 
bearing on the roads. Upon the land, 
excavated out of rock and faced with 
stone, is the avant port^ capable of con- 
taining 10 sail of the line alongside the 
quay, 30 ft. deep at low water spring- 
tides. In this port are a dock and 4 
slips ; in a line with this, and com- 
municating with it, is an inner basin 
in which 10 sail of the line can also lie 
alongside the quay. On two sides of 
this basin are magazines ; and here 
also lies the sheer hulk. In the rear 
of Fort Homet there is another small 
basin, and two building-slips. This 
serves as a ditch to the fort, which is 
cut off from the mainland and island 
by a drawbridge ; from the lower tier 
of guns another bridge conducts you 
over a ditch to a large barrack-yard, 
casemated ; and two small stairs lead 
up to a second tier of guns. 



" In the rear of the avant port and 
the inner basin inland, there is another 
basin, which communicates with both. 
It can accommodate 20 sail of the 
line alongside the quay. Here are 
4 docks and 5 slips. To the I. of the 
great avant port there is another avant 
port, which leads to the steam basin, 
where there are 3 slips. The store- 
houses are large, well arranged, and 
close to the basins. There is also a 
port of refuge, leading to another steam 
basin, where, as in the other basins, 
steamers can coal alongside the wharf. 

" The splendid dockyard is sur- 
rounded by a high wall, and the wall 
is again surrounded by regular fortifi- 
cations, with a wet ditch : and to pro- 
tect the works, the heigjits in the rear, | 
and, indeed, all round from Tourlaville, 
there is a double chain of strong re- 
doubts. I 

Two piers project a considerable dis- j 
tance beyond the quays. Both the town 
and commercial harbour are outside 
the fortification." 

A small basin called the Port de 
I'Echouage has been built near Fort 
des Flamands ; and the whole of the 
sea forts have been repaired, and in 
some pliaces enlarged, by the present 
Emperor. The total expense of the 
works at Cherbourg, including the 
Digue, exceeds 16,000,000^ The area 
enclosed by the Digue amounts to 1000 
hectares, of whicli about 200 furnish 
serviceable anchorage ground for ves- 
sels of war at all times of the tide. 

In 1758 the English, under Gene- 
ral Bligh, effected a descent on the coast, 
to the number of 7000, in the face of 
16,000 French troops, who offered no 
effective opposition. The English forces 
kept possession of Cherbourg for three 
days, in which time they destroyed all 
the naval and military works, docks, 
arsenals, &c., blowing them up with the 
powder which the French had left be- 
hind, burning the lock gates of the 
harbour and all the vessels of war 
and commerce. They levied a contri- 
bution of 44,000 livres on the town, 
but no injuries nor pillage of the in- 
habitants or their dwellings were per- 
mitted. To this the French themselves 
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bear honourable testimonv, acknow- 
ledging that the protection of the 
British officers prevented any outrage. 
All the cannon were carried off, but 
the bells of the ch. were conceded to 
the entreaties of the curd, and allowed 
to remain. 

In the interior of the Ch, of Ste. 
Trinity (15th ceity.), obe, the flam- 
boyant roof, the screen work, and the 
carved pulpit. In the centre of the 
Quaif at the end of the Place d'Armes, 
is an equestrian statue of Napoleon I. 

The Chapelle de Notre Dame du Voeu, 
outside the town near the dockyard, 
rebuilt in the Komanesque style, for- 
merly formed part of ih^ abbey of the 
same name, founded by the Empress 
Maude (or Matilda), daughter of oar 
Henry I., in consequence of a vow made 
by her when caught in a fierce tempest 
(1145), which threatened to overwhelm 
the vessel in which she was attempting 
to gain the port of Cherbourg, on her 
flight firom the usurper Stephen. \V hile 
still at her prayers, and in the agony 
of anticipated death among the waves, 
" Chante, Reine," exclaimed a sailor, 
** behold the land ; your prayers are 
heard:*' and from this circumstance, 
it is said, the spot where the queen 
landed, and near to which she built 
the chapel, now inclosed within the 
dockyard, was called Chantereiney-^s. 
name which it still retains. Matilda 
is not the only refugee sovereign 
whom Cherbourg has seen within 
its walls at various periods : besides 
Charles X., who here took a last fare* 
well of his country, after abdicating 
the throne'at Rambouillet, 1830, James 
II. repaired hither after the battle 
of La Hougue. 

The Motei de Ville contains the 
Library and a Collection of 164 Pic- 
tures, formed and bequeathed to the 
town by a native, Thomas Henry, him- 
self an artist. **The best are (33) 
David, by Herrera el Vi^o ; (34) Christ 
bearing the Cross, by Ahnso Cano 
(called Murillo) ; — the mjgority are of 
the French school." — R, F, In the 
Lfibirary is a very curious chimney- 
piece, of the 15th cent, rescued from 
the convent of Queen Matilda. 
[^France, 1873.] 



Consuls reside here from Great Bri- 
tain and the maritime states of Europe 
and the United States of America. 

There is a Bathing Establishment on 
the sands, to the E. of the avant-port 
and jet^e. It has a casino for balls 
and concerts ; baths have been erected 
with a handsome terrace overlooking 
the sea. In front are numerous bathing 
machines. 

. The Foste aux Lettres is in the Rue 
du Chantier. 

The view from Fort du Route on the 
height S. of the town, a walk of \ 
hour by a beautiful road, is very fine, 
and all the country at the back of 
Cherbourg is exceedingly pretty, con- 
sisting or green and well- watered 
valleys with limestone cliffs rising over 
them — exactly what would in England 
be chosen for country residences. 

Steamers to Southampton daily, ex* 
cept Sunday, to Havre -weekly, and oc* 
casionally to the island of Alderney. 

Excursions: a — To the Chateau of 
Tourlaville (2 m. S.E.), the residence 
of the Ravalets, notorious for their 
crimes. It now belongs to the Vicomtc 
de Tocqueville, and is in part occupied 
by a farmer. The position is beautiful, 
and the architecture of great interest. 
It is a fine specimen of a feudal castle 
of the time of Henri IV. The Tour 
des Quatre Vents (view from the top) 
has the character of Heidelberg Castle. 
6— From Tourlaville by St. Pierre 
I'Eglise, Tocqueville, Barfleur, to La 
Hougue — all described in Rte. 26. 

c — Querqueville, 5 m.W. of Cherbourg, 
is a hamlet whose name is variously 
derived from the oaks, qucrcus, which 
once surrounded it, or, with more pro- 
bability, from its small triapsal Church 
(kerk) of St, Germain standing by the 
side of the parish ch. This is one of 
the oldest monuments of Christianity 
in Normandy. It is in the form of a 
cross ; its chancel and transepts, lighted 
by loophole windows, all end in apses, 
and all this part is of herring-bone 
masonry; the short nave and square 
tower were added at a subsequent 
period. The ornaments of the towers, 
stripes of stone projecting from the 
wall, surmounted by the round arch, 
resemble those of Barton on the Hum- 
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ber, Baruack) and others in England. 
A short distance from QnerquevUle, at 
Nacqueville, is a handsome chateau of 
the 16th cent., in a fine park belonging 
to the Vicomte de Tocqueville. 

The fort of Querqueville is one of 
the defences of the roads of Cherbourg, 
and its lighthouse points out the en- 
trance to them. 

13 m. farther to the W., beyond 
Beaumont, passing near the cliiiii of 
Jobourg, the Cape la Hague (often 
confounded on the maps with La 
Hougue) stretches out towards Al- 
deiTiey (called by the French Aurigny), 
from which island it is only 9 m. dis- 
tant Both the cape and the island, 
as well as the Cape Flamanville, are of 
granite, the fundamental rock of the 
Cotentin. Opposite Cap de la Hougue, 
on a rock called le Gros du Kaz, about 
a mile out at sea, stands a lighthouse. 
At Fiamanville, about 3 m. from les 
Pieux, is a splendid chateau of the 1 7th 
cent, belonging to the Marquise de 
Sesmaisons. 



Kil. 
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ROUTE 27. 

CHERBOURG TO fiT. MALO, BY COU- 
TANCES, GRAN^^LLE, AND AVBAN- 
CHES. — MONT ST. MICHEL. 

Cherbourg to Llson ") ,p,_ ^ C 
LiaontoStLd. .y^*^'y-''t 
St Li> to Ooutanoes . . . 
Goatanoes to Granville . . 
Granville to Avranches . . 
Avranches to Dol .... 
Dol to St Malo (Rly.) . . 
Rly. to St Ld, 68 m. ; by road to Dol, 78 m. ; to 
St Malo, 17 m. ToUl : 153 m. 

Railway to Lison Junct. (Rte. 26), 
where a rly. branches off to 

11 m. 8t Ld Stat {Irms: H. Soleil 
Levant, good ; H. Cheval Blanc ; H. de 
rUnirers) ; named from St. Ld, or Lau- 
duB, who lived in the 6th cent, and 
came from this part of Normandy. It 
is picturesquely situated, and its C/i, of 
Notre Dame (once Cathedral), standing 
prominently on the brow of the hill, 
has an imposing appearance, with its 
well-proportioned double towers and 
spires, but is not of much interest for 
its architecture. The W. end is florid, 
of the 15th centy.; it has three fine 
porches, but the upper partis defective 
and irregular; and, as well as the choir, 
exhibits marks of slovenliness in its 
builder. The nave is better, and in 
the Pointed style. The painted glass 
was given by Louis XI. as a reward 
to the town for beating off the Bretons 
1467. Outside the church, in the N.E. 
angle, is a fine stone pulpit, with a 
pyramidal canopy over it, 15th cent 
Charlemagne founded here, in the 9th 
cent., the once celebrated Abbey of 
St. Croix ; but this building was swept 
away at the invasion of the Northmen. 
The present Eglise de St, Croix was 
entirely rebuilt in 1860. 

St. Ld is chief town of the D^pt . de la 
Manche, and numbers 9693 Inhab. ; it 
manufactures fine cloths, but possesses 
no great attraction to the stranger* 
There is a small terraced platform to 
the W. of the cathedral, called PetUe 
Place, which commands a view of the 
vale of the Yire. The modem J?. </« 
ViUe is built with considerable tasto 
in the style of the Renaissance* 
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The road between St. L6 and Cou- 
tances passes near ffauteviile, the castle 
whence Tancred and his six stout sons 
proceeded to the conquest of Sicily 
and Apulia. 

18 m. Coutances {Inns : H. d^iFrance, 
hest, though by no means first-rate, civil 
people; H. Cheval Blanc, old established 
house) ; at present a somewhat lifeless 
town of 8159 Inhab., is built upon a hill, 
the summit of which is occupied by 
the Cathedraly proudly predominating 
oyer other buUdings, witk its 3 towers. 
The high road, carried in a broad 
winding terrace alon^ the fiank of the 
hill, round the outskirts of the town, 
forms an agreeable walk. There is 
also a handsome Public Gardeny the 
bequest of a townsman, M. Quesnel- 
Morini^re, to whom an obelisk has 
been erected in the grounds. 

The *Cathedral of Notre Dame 
(M.H.), one of the finest ecclesiastical 
edifices of Normandy, was completely 
rebuilt in the first part of the 13th 
centy. In the 14th were added the 
Lady Chapel and the nave chapels, 
so remarkable for the beautiful eflect 
of the openings which connect them. 
This building is free from exuberant 
ornament, but captivating the eye by 
the elegance of its proportion and ar- 
rangement. "The whole is of a piece, 
complete in conception and execution. 
The lofty towers terminating in spires, 
both fimshed and alike, flank its W. 
front," "Its interior is very lofty, 
77i feet. Cluster piers divide the 
nave from the aisles: coupled pillars 
surround the choir which has in the 
chevet 6 chapels and a lady chapel to 
the E. Most of the windows are of 
later date than the body of the build- 
in^.'*— JTnw/A^. "The peculiarities of 
this cathedral are, the side porches 
close behind the towers; the open 
screens of muUioned tracery, corre- 
sponding with the windows, which 
divide the chapels of the nave; the 
height of the choir arches, from there 
being no triforium story, but onlj a 
passage with a balustrade below the 
clerestory windows; and the central 
tower, which, though incomplete for 
want of a spire, is very fine externally, 
and opens to the inside with a lantern 



of great beauty; it is an expansion 
of the plain Norman lantern as at 
Caen. Some of the painted glass is in 
the oldest style: diapered patterns 
black on a grey ground." 

A magnificent cathedral was built 
at Coutances in the 11th cent, with 
contributions partly furnished by Tan- 
cred de Hauteville and his sons, who 
were bom in the diocese of Coutances ; 
it was consecrated in 1056 in the pre- 
sence of William Duke of Normandy, 
9 years before he conquered England ; 
no part of this remains, except perhaps 
the core of the great piers which carry 
the central tower. 

From the top of the fine lantern 
tower a view is obtained of the sea, 
with the distant island of Jersey on 
the-W., and of the rock of Granville 
on the S. There is some fine painted 
glass of the 14th, l.')th, and 16th cents. 

The Ch. of St Pien^e (M.H.) is of 
the 15th cent., with a good steeple at 
the W., and at the crossing a pictu- 
resque tower and spire of the Italianized 
Gotfiicofthe 16th; it has some good 
carving and glass. St. Nicholas is also 
of the 15th, and a little better in style. 
Only the tower remains of a Ch. foun- 
ded, in the S.W. suburb, in connection 
with the hospital, by Bishop Hugues 
de Morville, in 1209. 

The steep and narrow valley which 
bounds the town on the W. and is 
traversed by the terraced road leading 
to Granville is crossed by the re- 
mains of an ancient Aqueduct, con- 
sisting of 5 perfect arches, and 15 
piers supported by buttresses, called 
jLes Piliers, which is also the name 
given to the village or suburb in 
which it is situated, ^ m. out of 
Coutances. In most guidc'-books and 
descriptions of the town it is called a 
Roman aqueduct, but its pointed arches, 
its buttresses with ofiPsets, and coarse 
irregular masonry, prove clearly that 
it is not so, but a work of the middle 
ages, probably monkish. It is supposed 
to have been erected in the 14th cent, 
by one of the noble family De Paisnel 
(Paganel). 

In the Place de la Sous-Pre'fecture 
is a bronze statue of Le Brun Due de 
Plaisance, M Mister of Napoleon I, 
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Coaches to St. Lu daily ; to Granville 
3 times a day j to Avranches and 
Pontorsou daily. 

[Those who love old Gothic ruias 
"will be repaid by an excursion hence 
to the Abbey of Hambye, about 15 m. 
to the S.E. It may be taken on 
the way to Granville, making a detour 
of 9 or 10 m. A good road leads 
through a pleasing but hilly country 
by Mesnil TAub^rt and St. Denis 
Ic Guest, leaving Hambye VEglise 
J m. to the rt., to Bourg d'Hambye, a 
scattered village, with a small but clean 
cabaret, furnbhing only homely fare, 
— coffee, milk, cheese, and cider. The 
old Castle of Hambye, whose keep, 100 
ft. high, stood on an eminence over the 
Bourg, has been swept away to mend 
the roads. 

It is a pleasant walk of 1 J m. from 
the Bourg to the Abbey ^ but the road 
thither, through narrow lanes, is prac- 
ticable only for light cars. 

The little Abbey of Ilamhye nestles 
in a retired valley, sheltered under 
picturesque cliffs by the side of a 
trout-stream (the Sienne) the beau 
ideal of a monastic site. The roof 
and W. end are gone, the ivy begins 
to creep up the mouldering walls, and 
destruction is advancing apace, yet 
there is much beauty in the narrow 
arches which inclosed the choir, rest- 
ing on columnar piers, in the style of 
the 1 5th cent. Behind them are side 
chapels much older, having round and 
pointed arches in combination, which 
marks the period of transition. The 
tower in the centre of the cross rests 
on square piers, which become octa- 
gonal below by chamfering. The con- 
vent buildings are now occupied by a 
farmer. The Chapterhouse^ a double 
pointed vault elegantly groined, rest- 
ing on angular pillars and entered by 
a line doorway dee^ sunk in its early 
English mouldings, is now turned into 
a woodhouse : it should be seen. This 
abbey was founded by William de 
Pagnel 1145, but renovated, or pro- 
bably rebuilt, in the 15th cent, by 
Joanne de Pagnel, the last of her 
familv, who was buried in the church 
with her husband Louis d'Estouteville, 
the defender of Mont St. Michel against 



the English, Their tombs were de^ 
stroyed at the Revolution. 

About 5 m. from Hambye is Perci^ 
cradle of the Earls of Northumberland. 
The high road to Granville may be 
regained at Br^hal.] 

The direct road from Coutances to 
Granville has little interest. 

Passing by 6 m. Hcgneville on the 
sea, near which there is an oyster- 
breeding establishment belonging to 
MUe. Felix, the sister of the tragedian 
Rachel. 

11 m. Dr^hal (Inn: Poste). Trees 
diminish in size and number on ap- 
proaching the sea, glimpses of which 
and the Chauscy Islands are had at in- 
tervals. The entrance to Granville is 
by a steep descent, excavated partly 
through a deep hollow way ; on the rt, 
a natural wall of rock separates the 
road from the seashore, and through a 
gap cut in it access is afforded to the 
baths and sea-beach. In front rises a 
high hill, its slope cut away evenly and 
levelled, until it is as steep and smooth 
as the roof of a house, in order to form 
a glacis for the fort on its top. A bend 
in the road presently discloses to view 
the lower town and harbour. 

7 m. Granville Stat. {Inns : H. des 
Trois Couronnes, facing the sea, English 
landlady ; H. Boule d'Or; H. du Nord, 
good table-d'hote.) A small but tole- 
rably prosperous seaport of 15,622 
Inhab., chiefly resorted to by fishing 
vessels, but carrying on some com- 
merce along the coast and with Jerse/ 
(.33 m. distant) and Guernsey. 

Its situation is singular, built in 
steps or terraces under a rocky pro- 
montory projecting into the sea, sur- 
mounted by the fort, whose presence 
restricts many of the buildings from 
rising above one storey in height 
Under the shelter of this eminence 
lies the little port, screened by it from 
the N. winds. A new town is gradually 
spreading itself along the low margin 
of this harbour, and up the banks of 
the small stream. The sombre hue of 
the buildings, whose walls are dark 
granite and their roofs black slate, ren- 
ders Granville on a near examinatioa 
unattractive to the sight ; moreover it 
contains few objects of interest. 
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The stranger desirous of a fine sea- 
view may repair to the churchyard at 
the Fort, or to the Lighthouse* -whence 
Jersey is visible, or to the noble Piery 
begun 1828 and still unfinished, in- 
closing an older one in its much wider 
circuit. It is very strongly built, so 
that guns can be mounted on it. A 
floating dock has been made. The 
tide rises and falls here at times from 
40 to 44 feet. 

Steamers to Jersey (3 hrs.) and to 
St Malo. In summer steamers make 
excursions to the Chausey Islands, a 
group of more than 50 islets and rocks, 
distant 7 m. on the route to Jersey. 

Rly. to Paris through Vire, Ar- 
gentan, Laigle, and Dreux (Rte. 35). 

Diligences twice a day to St. L6 Stat, 
through Coutances. 

The Church on the top of the pro- 
montory is a low gloomy building, 
of Italianized Gothic. It is of grey 
granite, even the capitals of its columns 
being worked in that hard material; 
it has been restored, and contains a 
good deal of modern painted glass. 

In order to ascend the hill above 
the old town it is advisable not to 
thread the labyrinth of filthy alleys, 
steep slopes, and stone steps which 
compose it, but to issue out by the 
road to Coutances, and then scale the 
steep slope no farther than the walls 
of the fort, a point which commands 
a good sea-view. Close under the 
cliffs lie the baths (Salon des Bains) 
and reading-room, which can be ap- 
proached only through the breach in 
the rock before alluded to, leading also 
down to the sands, a fine smooth and 
broad expanse, quite shut out from the 
town. There are no machines ; instead 
of them bathers are inclosed in cases 
of canvas carried in the fashion of 
sedan-chairs, and they must walk into 
the water thick-clad, the ladies led by 
female bathers. 

Granville was bombarded by the 
English in 1695 and in 1803; and 
though not a strong place, it resisted 
eflTectually the attack of the peasant 
army of Vend^ans, 30,000 strong, on 
their ill-fated march, N. of the Loire, 
in 1793, led on by Larochejacquelin, in 
the hope of opening a communication by 



the sea with England, and to secure a 
place where they could deposit in safety 
their women and children, the sick 
and the priests. The Vend^ans, being 
destitute of artillery ' to breach the 
ramparts, were unable to resort to a 
regular siege, and the attempt to 
storm the place was foiled. More 
than once these brave soldiers gained 
the ramparts, sometimes supplying 
the want of scaling ladders by 
sticking their bayonets into the 
chinks of the masonry, but as often 
they were swept off by grape and mus- 
ketry from the walls and gunboats in 
the harbour, until at length thev were 
forced to retire with a loss of 1800 
killed. Their army never advanced 
farther N. ; this was the culminating 
point of their success, and from hence- 
forth they were compelled to retreat. 
During this attack the suburbs of the 
town were set on fire by the repub- 
lican commander of the fortress and 
burnt down. 

Granville is a very trading town, re- 
ceiving yearly between 300 and 400 
square-rigged vessels, chiefly employed 
in the cod-fishery. There is a good 
deal of shipbuilding here. 

The caps worn by the women about 
Granville consist of a piece of white 
linen, bent like a roof, laid on the 
top of the head, the front, or gable, 
turned up in a sort of scroll, exactly 
corresponding with that seen on monu- 
mental effigies in English churches, cf 
ladies of the 1 5th and 1 6th cents. 

About 2 m. from Granville is the 
small bathing station of St. Pair (Hotel 
de France), on a creek or bay; sands 
excellent. It is much frequented in 
the summer. In the middle of its ch. 
is a large tomb of the 14th cent., with 
recumbent statves of St. Pair and St. 
Scabileon. 

It is a very pretty drive from Gran- 
ville to Avranches (16 m.); the view 
from the height, after crossing the 
wooded dell of Sartilly, of the peaked 
rock of Mont St. Michel, is very striking. 

[About 4 m. N.E. of Sartilly is the 
ruined abbey of Luzerne. The granite 
church, in the Transition style, is tole- 
rably perfect : it was completed 1178, 
except the nave, which is later, TIiq 
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conventual buildings, turned into a 
cotton-mill at the Bevolution, are fast 
falling to decay. The situation in a 
wooded valley is very beautiful. The 
road from Sartilly is bad.] 

16 m. AvrandhM. (Inns : U. Belanie ; 
H. de Londres, garden behind ; H. de 
France, moderate.) Avranches (Ab- 
rancaB), a town of 8642 Inhab., is 
chiefly remarkable for its beautiful 
situation on the sides and summit 
of a high hill, rendered accessible 
for the high road by broad terraces 
carried up its steep slope in zig- 
zags. The view which is obtained 
in ascending, and especially from the 
mound on the 1. of the road before 
entering the town, in front of the 
Sous-Prefecture, is one of the most 
beautiful in the N. of France. The 
landscape abounds in wood, with par- 
tial clearances of well-cultivated land, 
through the midst of which winds the 
river in glittering pools until expand- 
ing into a broad estuary it meets the 
sea, which borders the horizon. But 
the prominent feature of the view is 
the peaked rock of Mont St. Michel, 
and the twin islet of Tombelaine rising 
grandly from the waters. 

Under this mound is a Public Walk 
planted with trees, formerly the garden 
of the Archeveche, in the midst of 
which is a statue of General Valhubert, 
a native of Avranches, who fell at 
Austerlitz. 

The ne(v Cdthedral, of granite, near 
the site of the old one, is steadily 
advancing towards completion. The 
old cathedral, one of the noblest in 
Normandy, and the chief ornament of 
the town, was pulled down to prevent 
its falling 1799: its site remains an 
open platform, commanding an exten- 
sive view, named Place JIuetj from the 
celebrated Bishop of Avranches. All 
traces of the church are swept away, 
save a single stone, la Pierre de 
J/cnri IL, said to be that on which 
the king knelt an humble penitent, 
before the Papal Legates, to make 
atonement for the murder of Becket, 
" which had affected him mor& than 
the death of his own father or mother.** 
After swearing on the Gospels that he 



had neither ordered nor desired it, he 
here received . the Papal absolution, 
1 172. The stone stands at what formed 
part of the door of the N. transept, and 
is surrounded by a chain. 

There are some portions remaining 
of the old ramparts of the town with 
herringbone and other masonry. 

Another point of view, preferable 
perhaps, in some respects, to that 
above described, is from the Jardin des 
FlarUeSf in which has been set up the 
Gothic porch of a chapel now swal- 
lowed up by the sands. 

The Palace of the Bishops, in former 
times, is now devoted to a Museum of 
Antiquities, containing a model of the 
destroyed cathedral, and the Picture 
Gallery, The Public Library at the 
Mairie contains 10,000 vols, and some 
old MSS., among which was discovered 
a copy of Abelard's treatise called * Sic 
et Non,* published 1836 by M. Cousin. 

The beauty of the situation, the 
salubrity of Uie air, and the cheapness 
of living, have rendered Avranches a 
favourite residence of the English, 
who form a considerable colony here. 
The English Ch, Service is performed 
in a room once a barrack, in the Bou- 
levard de r Quest, where it joins the 
Rue Sanguiere. 

[The interesting Excursion to Mur)it 
St. Micfiel may be made from Avranches 
in 8 or 9 hrs. A one-horse chaise costs 
10 frs. Pedestrians should go by the 
sands, inquiring beforehand whether 
the state of the tide will suit.! 

In going to Pontorson and Dol an 
excellent road quits Avranches by 
another series of zigzags overlooking 
the bay of Cancale with Mont St. Michd 
in the midst, rising above a beautiful 
foreground of trees, and at Pont au 
Baud, at the bottom of the hill, crosses 
the little river Selune. 

At Louis, 3 m. short of Pontorson, 
a cross-road turns off on the rt. to the 
Mont St Michel, crossing the sands, 
which are not entirely covered by the 
sea except at spring-tides. There is a 
diligence from Coutances to Pontorson, 
passing by Avranches. 

16 m. Pontorson Stat. On the branch 
Rly. from Vitre' (Rte. 34) by Fougeres 
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(Bte. 31). (Inns : Poste, homely, but 
dear; H. de I'Ouegt, fair.) Horse and 
car tor 5 or 6 fr. to Mont St. Michel. 
Omniboseg to and fro. The excursion 
there and back will take up the best 
part of a day. 

The interesting granite CAwrcA.partly 
Norman, with a Transition W. end and 
Pointed choiri contains, in the N. aisle, 
a singular series of carvings in stone, 
representing the Passion of our Lord, 
but much mutilated ; also a very old 
stone altar-table, with mutilated sculp- 
ture, in the N. aisle. 

[The Rly. goes 2 m. farther to 
Moidrey, and then the road to "Mont 
8t Xichel, 4 m., offers by far the 
best way of reaching the Mount. It 
passes near Beauvoir and Ardevon, 
where are the remains of conventual 
farm-buildings, anciently belonging to 
the monks. The road next crosses *' la 
Gr^ve," i,e. the sands, extending for 
many square leagues round the mount, 
and leit bare for 4 or .5 hours by 
the sea, which interrupts the passage 
to it between 1 and 2 hours before and 
after high water, and then the sea 
sometimes breaks into the houses. To 
prevent disappointment, inquiry ought 
to be made at Poutorson if the state of 
the tide will permit carriages or pedes- 
trians to cross the sands. 

The sands being constantly sJii/ting, the 
tourist must not leave the beaten track 
without a guide. 

The castle, no longer used as a prison, 
but leased to the Bishop of Coutances, 
is shown between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. ; 
admission for each person, 1 fr. 

The distance across the Gr^ve to 
the mount is about a mile ; the driest 
track is firm and safe for horses or 
carriages. There is something mys- 
terious and almost awful in the aspect 
of this isolated cone of granite rising 
out of the wide expanse of sand. One 
might imagine it the peak of some 
colossal mountain just piercing through 
the crust of the earth, but deprived, 
at the moment of its appearance, of 
the geological force necessary to rear 
it aloft Slight as is its elevation, its 
isolated position in the midst of the 
sea, and its pointed top, render it the 
prominent object in every view frow | 



the surrounding coast, and from a dis- 
talice make it appear much nearer at 
hand than it really is. On approacB- 
ing, it is found to be girt round at 
its base by a circlet of mediseva] 
walls and towers ; above these rise the 
quaint irregular houses of the little 
town, plastered as it were against 
the rock, and piled one over another. 
Above them projects the bare surface 
of the rock, serving as a pedestal from 
which the lofty walls, high turrets, and 
prolonged buttresses of the conventual 
buildings are reared, surmounted in 
their turn by the pinnacles and tower 
of the church whicn crowns the whole, 
forming the apex of the pyramid. 

Not inferior in interest to its out- 
ward aspect are the historical asso- 
ciations connected with this shrine 
of the Archangel Michael— the saint 
of high places. Holy hermits suc- 
ceeded to Pagan priests in the posses- 
sion of this natursd temple, which Nor- 
man dukes and kings further honoured 
by building a church, and converted 
into a fortress almost impregnable in 
ancient times. Founded as a Bene- 
dictine monastery by St. Aubert, Bishop 
of Avranches, in the early part of the 
8th cent., it flourished under the pro- 
tection of RoUo and his successors ; it 
contributed a number of vessels to the 
Conqueror's fleet for the invasion of 
England, and in the 12th cent., under 
its abbot Robert de Torigny, became a 
celebrated seat of learning. Henry I. 
of England here effectually resisted his 
two elder brothers. Here Henry II., in 
1166, kept his court and received the 
homage of the turbulent Bretons, whom 
he had subdued with a strong arm. 
This was the only fortress which held 
out for the French king when all Nor- 
mandy was overrun by the armies of 
the hero of Azincour ; successfully with- 
standing 2 sieges, in 1417 and 1423, 
under the brave Louis d'Estouteville. 
Here Louis XI. in 1469 founded the 
Order of Knighthood of St. Michel. 
The shrine of St. Michel was for ages 
visited yearly by thousands of devotees 
from far and near, and the records of 
the convent preserve the names of 
more than a dozen royal pilgrims who 
have repaired hither to prostrate thew 
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selves as penitents before it, and, to 
load it with their bounty. Disorder 
having crept into the then existing con- 
fraternity, the monks were replaced by 
pthers of the Congregation of St. Maur 
in the 1 7th cent. The Revolution dis- 
persed the latter, interrupted the pil- 
grimages, and changed the destination 
of the building to a prtson,iu which 
300 aged priests were immured until 
death released them. Its prisons and 
oubliettes, however, are of far greater 
antiquity. Who has not heard of the 
iron cage of St. Michel, which, though 
originally of metal bars, was afterwards 
changed to one of thick beams of 
wood, destroyed in 1777, by order of 
the Due de Chartres (Louis Philippe). 
Its last occupant was Dnbourg, an un- 
fortunate Dutch journalist, who was 
most unjustifiably seized, beyond the 
territoi-y of France, for having attacked 
Tx)uis XIV., who treated the Dutchman 
as he did the prisoner of the iron mask. 
St. Michael's Mount in Cornwall, which 
bears so remarkable a resemblance to 
this, though on a smaller scale, was 
one of the foreign dependencies of this 
monastery. 

The entrance to Mont St. Michel is 
by 3 gates, one within the other, the 
second flanked by 2 of the long cannon 
with which the English forces of Henry 
V. ineffectually bombarded the mount 
in 1424, firing from them stone balls 
1 ft in diameter. Near this is the Conr 
du Lion, so called from the lion built 
into the wall on 1., with a paw resting 
on the Abbatial escutcheon : the third 
gate is provided with a portcullis. The 
town (so to call it — 1.50 Inhab.) con- 
sists of one narrow, dirty and steep 
lane. {Inns: H. Tete d'Or, with clean 
beds; where an excellent meal may 
be procured at a reasonable price ; H. 
Mont St. Michel, good and clean, though 
homely; H. Lion d'Or.) The best 
way of ascending is by the ramparts, 
turning to the rt. after passing the gate, 
up a succession of grass-grown flights 
or stairs " hanging to the side of the , 
rock," provided with machicoulis at 
the side to annoy an enemy below. 
The uppermost gateway, leading into 
the castle convent, stands midway 
across a flight -of steps, and- is flanked 



by 2 bartizans or turrets ; it " is very 
scenic and baronial," built probably in 
1257. The convent-building, called 
" the Marvel " {la MerveiUe), so named 
from its immense walls, 246 ft. long by 
108 high, built in the 13th cent., con- 
sists partly of three storeys, and partly 
of two, with a cloister above them. 
On the same level are two Salles, one 
being the monks' refectory, having 
nnder it a Salle for the distribution of 
alms to the poor, and over it the dor- 
mitonr of the monks ; the other Salle 
was the refectory of the garrison, hav- 
ing over it the Salle des C/ievaliers, and 
over that the cloisters. The * Cloisters, 
the most beautif ulpart of the building, 
and a gem of Gothic architecture, 
were built between 1220 and 1228, 
and are in the lightest style, as being 
the uppermost story of this immense 
structure. The floor of the court is 
covered with lead to collect the rain- 
water and convey it to the cistern 
beneath the church. Towards the 
court they are supported by a double 
row of pointed arches resting on slim 
granite pillars, leaving an exquisitely 
groined narrow vault behind the rows. 
The' very graceful capitals are of the 
plain bell form with a circular abacus, 
so common in English work, but rare in 
France. The pillar of one arch alter- 
nates with the point of the next, so as to 
allow a most graceful carved volute or 
sprig, issuing from the capital of every 
alternate pillar, to be seen. The span- 
drils of the arches are filled up with 
a creation of foliage, sprigs, flowers, 
garlands, such as is scarcely to be 
equalled anywhere for fanciful varietj-, 
und sharpness and excellence of execu- 
tion; the whole is surmounted by a 
cornice of flowers, all in good pre- 
servation. The arches and carvings 
are of soft limestone ; all the rest of 
the buildings are of granite. 

The Salle des Chevaliers, below the 
cloisters, is a noble 'hall or nave, of 
4 finely-vaulted aisles, supported on 3 
rows of pillars, and measures 98 ft. by 
68. The chapters of the knights of 
the order of St. Michel, founded 1496 
by Louis XI.', who twice repaired hither 
as a pilgrim, were held in it. 

The Church of the convent consists 
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of 2 parts, of different ages and styles. 
The Norman nave is in the massive 
style of the 12th cent, (about 1140), 
with slightly ornamented capitals and 
a modern stone vault, which replaces a 
wooden roof burnt by the prisoners. 
The Pointed Gothic choir is of the 
15th cent. (1452-1521):— the mould- 
ings of the arches are carried down 
the piers without any interruption of 
capitals. The piers supporting the cen- 
tral towers, having given way, owing 
to the injury they received from a fire, 
the last of the 8 or 10 conflagrations 
which are recorded, several of them 
caused by lightning, have been re- 
paired and restored in good style. The 
grotesque wood-carvings formerly on 
the wadls of the choir have been re- 
moved into the chapels of the nave. 

Beneath the choir a circle of stumpy 
pillars, set close together, with one in 
the centre, supports the superincumbent 
weight, and forms a curious crypt, 
same age as choir. Under the N. 
transept is excavated the great ^ater- 
cistern of the monks. 

The view from the top of the church, 
elevated 400 ft above the sands, from 
amidst its florid buttresses and pin- 
nacles, is very fine. The Kochers de 
Cancale, on the coast of Brittany, the 
Chausey and Channel Islands, the 
town of Avranches, and the neighbour- 
ing rock of Tombelaine, are conspi- 
cuous objects. Klv. from Moidrey by 
J'bugdres {Rte, 31) to Ft«r^(Rte. 34). 

On quitting Pontorson for Dol, the 
river Couesnon is crossed by a bridge, 
forming the boundary between the de- 
partments of lUe et Vilaine and La 
Manche (Normandy and Brittany) ; 
close by is the large Departmental Lu- 
natic Asylum. A fertile and very 
picturesque couiftry succeeds, well 
vrooded ; in fact, a continuous orchard, 
the corn-fields being planted with rows 
of fruit-trees. A last view is obtained 
of Mt. St. Michel from a lofty hill 
over which the road is carried.] 

10 m. Dol (or Dol-de-Bretagne) Stat. 
C Inns I H. de France; H. La Grande 
idaison, good ; H. de Notre Dame.) 

A remarkable town, bearing tho- 
rouglily the aspect of olden times : the 



black hue of the granite of which 
its houses are built, contrasting some- 
times with splashes of whitewash dashed 
over them, the heavy projecting gables, 
the arcades of various heights and pat- 
terns running under the houses, the 
quaintly carved granite pillars of 13th 
cent, on which they rest, all give 
a peculiar character to the place, and 
ofter some good bits for the artist's 
pencil. It has 4230 Inhab., and a 
considerable corn-market held in a 
desecrated church (des Carmes) dis- 
tinguished by fine Flamboyant W. win- 
dow and a Norman nave. 

The chief building is the * Cathe- 
dral (before the Revolution Dol was 
a bishop's see), built of sombre 
grey granite, uniformly in the Early 
Pointed style of the 1 3th cent., except 
the porches; that on the S. leading 
into the nave being florid, and having 
carvings in white stone like those in 
the cloister of Mont St. Michel. The 
arches of the nnve have deep mould- 
ings, and rest on circular piers, com- 
posed of a group of 4 columns, the 
inner one towards the nave being de- 
tached half-way up to the roof, where 
it becomes engaged like the rest. The 
choir, more ornamented than the nave, 
but in the same sMe, has a square 
E. end, like some English churches, 
but behind the high altar is an open 
arch of two divisions separated by a 
slender pillar admitting a view into 
a small Lady Chapel. The space 
above this arch is occupied by a large 
£. window filled with old and good 
painted glass. There is a very ancient 
granite font. These are the most 
striking points in this edifice, which is 
worthy of attention for its similarity 
to the Gothic of England ; indeed many 
of the churches of Brittany are said 
to be the work of English architects. 

There is an antique building called 
le Palais or Maison des Plaids, appa- 
rently Romanesque. 

The old *u}alls of Dol remain toler- 
ably perfect, wanting the gates ; many 
of their flanking towers and bastions are 
surmounted with deep machicoulis, 
and the whole is surrounded by a 
fosse. A high Terrace walk has been 
formed on the outside of this, and 
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planted with trees. From this walk, 
on the side of the town next the 
cathedral, a view is obtained of the 
solitary eminence of Mont Dol. These 
antiquated fortifications of the 15th 
and IGth cents, were defended by the 
Vendeans, after their retreat from 
GranviUe against the Republican army, 
which was beaten oflE" after a bloody 
combat of 15 hours, and compelled to 
retreat. 

The tract of land between Dol and 
the sea, a distance of 3 m., is chiefly 
marsh gained from the waters by em- 
bankments ; very fertile, but teeming 
with malaria, which, however, has 
diminished of late from improved 
drainage. 

, Diligenoes to Pontorson, Avranches, 
Granville* and Coutances. 

Railway N. to St. Malo S. to Rennes. 

About IJ m. outside of Dol, and J 
m. to the 1. of the Rennes road (turn- 
ing off at a cross and looking out to 
the rt.), is one of those Druidicsd stones,- 
so common in Brittany, called Menhirs. 
It is known as la Pierre du Champ Dohntf 
a name which probably marks it as a 
funereal monument, perhaps on some 
field of battle. It is a rude, skittle* 
shaped obelisk of granite, a single 
block, 30 ft. high above ground, and 8 
or 10, it is said, below, rising in the 
midst of a cornfield, and surmounted 
by a wooden cross. 

Railway to St. Malo 15 m., passing 
the M(mt Dol, a granite rock rising 
out of the flat land, and most pro- 
bably once an island in the bay of 
Mont St. Michel, for the sea no doubt 
extended thus far. Where the road 
reaches the present margin of the bay 
the shore is lined by a long scattered 
village, composed of nearly as many 
windmills as cottages. Not a boat can 
approach them, owing to the shallow- 
ness of the water, although the tide 
comes uj) to their doors twice a day. 

6 m. Xct Fresnais Stat. 

3 m. La Gouesniere Cancale Stat, 
(the nearest point to the town and port, 
6400 Inhab., and celebrated oyster- 
producing bay of Cancale), backed 
by high cli&. The houses along 
the beach are called La Jloule, where 
there is a small pier and lighthouse. 



N. of the bay is the fortified rock, 
the Rocher de Canccde, and in front 
of La Houle the oyster-parks for 
which this part of the coast is so cele- 
brated. 

In 1758 an army of 14,000 Eng- 
lish, under the Duke of Marlborough, 
landed here, but after fruitlessly sum- 
moning St. Malo, which was found too 
strong to be taken by assault, they re- 
embarked, having burned a few small 
vessels; and, as H.Walpole said, "The 
French learned that they were not to 
be conquered by every Duke of Marl- 
borough." Omnibus daily from Caa- 
cale to St. Malo. 

6 m. St, Malo, Terminus behind the 
Dock, equally distant from the town 
and St. Servan, a branch line to the 
Qual Napoleon, near the Castle and 
St. Malo, at the entrance of the river 
Ranee (Rte. 41) into the sea. The 
Union Boarding - house is recom- 
mended ; charges 5 fr. a day, or 100 fr. 
a month, exclusive of wine. 

St. Malo. {Inns: H, de France; H. 
Franklin ; excellent table-d'hdte ; H. 
dela Paix, dear and indifferent. — U, B.) 
This fortified seaport town (Pop. 1 0,693) 
may be styled a little French Cadiz from 
its position on what was once a rocky 
island (I'lle d'Aroa), now connected 
with the mainland by a long cause- 
way called Le Sillon, forming the 
port. The town completely covers 
the island, so that its picturesque walls 
and flanking towers, surmounted by 
a deep cornice of machicoulis, rise at 
once from the water's edge ; the 
houses and buildings squeezed closely 
together, having no room for lateral 
extension, rise to the height of 5 or 6 
stories above its narrow streets. 

The tides rise here to a greater height 
than on any other point in the Channel, 
to an elevation of 45 to 50 ft. above low- 
water mark. 

The Town walls afford an almost unin- 
terrupted walk round the island; the 
circuit may be made in f of an hour. 
The view seaward is varied by the little 
archipelago of islands; — ^white, angular, 
bare rocks, which raise their bristling 
heads around the roads, the larger ones 
crowned with forts and batteries. That 
called La Oonchee is occupied by a 
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citadel buiU by Vauban; (Mzembre, 
6 m. off, is also strongly fortified. 

The public buildings are of no in- 
terest : on the side of the town nearest 
the Sillon, and separated from it by a 
bridge, is the old Castle, which, together 
with a large part of the fortifications, 
were completed in the 16th cent, by 
Anne of Brittany, who placed oyer 
one of the towers this inscription 
— "Qui qu'en grogne, ainsi sera, c*est 
mon plaisir." The Cathedral^ very ca- 
pacious and much modernised, has a 
choir something like that of Dol, and 
a new gaudy Grothic altar, with several 
marble statues, and a fine spire. 

The statue opposite the Hdtel de 
Ville is that of Duguay Tromn, a native 
of St. Malo (bom 1673), a naval hero 
of whom the French are justly proud. 
Chateaubriand was boni in the Rue 
des Juifs, No. 15 ; he was reared, how- 
ever, in the H. de France, then belong* 
ing to his fiunily, from the windows of 
which the sea and his tomb are visible. 
The Abb4 de Lamenuais, author of 
* Paroles d'nn Croyant ;' Jacques Car- 
tier, the discoverer of Canada; and 
Mahe de la Bourdonnais, governor of 
the French East Indies, who took 
Madras from the English 1746, were 
also natives of St. Malo. 

On the seashore, by the side of the 
Sillon, beyond the castle, on the rt. of 
the road from Dol, is the Etdblisse- 
ment des Bains, with a Reading-room, 
There is a large expanse of sand ex- 
tending at low water as far as a little 
rocky island in front, well adapted for 
bathing, and provided with machines. 
St. Malo was bombarded by English 
fleets in 1692 and 1695— both times 
with slight residts. In June, 1758, an 
army under the 2nd Duke of Marl- 
borough, having landed in the Bay of 
Cancale, burned 80 vessels lying in tfie 
harbour. 

St Malo flourished during the last 
war, when it was styled the " Ville de 
Corsaiies,"fitting out privateers to prey 
on the commercial marine of England ; 
many large fortunes were then made. 

The Harbour of St. Malo is formed 
by the promontory of the Sillon and 
the islet covered by the town curving 
from N. to N.W., and meeting a 



similar arm of land stretching round 
from the S.W. on which stands the 
town (formerly suburb) of 8t. Servan. 
These 2 arms inclose a nearly circular 
basin which is formed into a dock by 
double lock-gates, protected from the 
outer sea by a curved pier, on the end 
of which is a lighthouse. The centre 
of this basin is walled in by a circular 
dyke, retaining the tidal waters and 
letting them out by sluices to scour the 
outer basin. These harbour works 
have cost from first to last near 20 
million francs and have been completed 
under the Empire, with handsome quais 
on the N. nearly 2 m. long. 

On the S. side of this harbour stands 
8t,Seroan, (Inns : H. 1' Union, Rue Dau- 
phine; H. Le Pelican, Grande Rue.) 
Pop. 12,327. An open, modern town, 
now exceeding St. Malo in extent and 
population. It occupies the shores of a 
gently-curved bay, open to the N., the 
W. side of which is separated from 
the embouchure of the Ranee by a 
rock^ headland ending in the Fort de 
la Cit^. Eng. Ch. service. 

The best view to be obtained of St. 
Malo is from the Fort de la Cite, situated 
on the promontory a little to the W. 
of St. Servan. Hence from a con- 
siderable elevation you look down upon 
the town, upon the singular inlets of 
the sea branching out into the land 
which form the harbour, and on the 
archipelago of little islands grouped 
around its entrance. Among them the 
islet of Grand Bey, situated to the 
N. W. of the town, chosen by Chateau- 
briand for his last resting-place, and 
bestowed upon him by the municipality 
of his native town, is conspicuous. 
His fellow-citizens erected his tomb on 
it . Immediately beneath the spectator 
on 1. rises the triangular tower of the 
Solidor, a feudal fort 60 ft. high, with 
flanking towers at its angles, approached 
by a drawbridge. It is now a prison, 
built in the 14th cent, by Duke Jean 
IV. It overlooks a small narbour (port 
Militaire) opening into the Ranee. 

A Ferry Steamer plies every hour 
to Dinard on the opposite side of the 
estuary of the Ranee, a pleasanter 
resting-place than St. Malo, and better 
Inn. 
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It is a pretty village and watering- 
place built on 2 stages, the new part 
above the old. The only fragment 
of antiquity is the Priory, in whose 
chapel are, monuments of 2 of the 
Montforts, Diligences run daily from 
Dinard to Dinan. 

Steamers. It is a pleasant excursion 
up the river Ranee from St. Malo to 
Dinan. A small steamer ascends with 
the flood, and retmns with the ebb tide 
(Rte. 41). 

Steamers twice a week, in about 3 
hrs., to and from Jersey, whence South* 
ampton may be reached. A direct 
steamer to and from Southampton on 
Thursday and Monday. 



ROUTE 28. 

ST. ITALO TO RENNEd — ^RAIL. 

St. Ufalo to Kil. Miles. 

Pol 2* . . m 

Bonnemain ..... 32 .. 20 

Gcmbourg 40 . , 25 

Hootreuil sur llle ... 53 .. 33 

St. Germain 61 . . 38 

Betton 69 . . 43 

Ueones 82 . . 01 

4 trains daily in 2j hrs. 

The road as far as'Dol is noticed in 
the preceding Rte. 27. 

5 m. Bomiemain Stat. 

4 m. Combourg Stat., a town of 5130 
Inhab., famed for its sausages and horse- 
fair. The Castle has belonged to the 
Cb&teaubriands for 150 years, ar^d be- 
fbre them to the Daras family. ChS.- 
teaubriand, tbe writer and minister of 
Louis XVI II., spent part of his boyhood 
here, where his chamber and study 
remain unaltered. The chS,teau is 
a square building with towers in the 
4 corners, inclosing a court: it is in 
perfect preservation, with its wall- 
galleries and loopholes. The present 
entrance, by a long flight of steps^ is 
modern. 

8 m. Montr euxl-sur- llle Junct. The 
canal ft'om Dinan to Rennes (Rte. 41) 
is crossed here. 

5 m. St. Germain-sur'Tlle Stat. 
5 m> Betton Stat. 

8 ro, RjiNNKJ Stat, (Rte, 34,) 



ROUTE 29. 

CAEN TO TOUBS, BT FAL1.ISE, ALEN^ON, 
AND LE MANS — BALL. 

Oaen to KU. "iiWle^. 

Mezidon Junct. ... 23 .. 14 

CouUboeuf, for Falaise . 43 . . 26 

Argentan 67 . . 4 1 

Alengon ....... IIO .. 6') 

LoMansi 160 . . liis 

Le Mans to Tours . . . 99 . . 61 

Caen to Meaidon, see Rte. 25. From 
Mezidon to Sees the line passes through 
ft somewhat dreary and not very fer- 
tile country. 

5 m. St. Pierre-siVT'Dives Stat. Here is 
a very fine Cli. (M. H.), to which was 
formerly attached a large Benedictine 
monastery, founded in 1046 : the present 
edifice dates from the 13th and I4th 
cents. The towers of the W. front are 
fine; one, the S., Normau, the N. in 
the Pointed style with deeply moulded 
lancet windows. Some of the painted 
glass is very old, and there is some 
good stall work of the first half of the 
16th cent. The chapter-house, near 
the N. transept, now converted into a 
stable, is a handsome specimen of 
Pointed Gothic. But a much more 
interesting object to the student of 
ecclesiastical architecture is to be found 
at about a league hence, viz. the ch. of 
Viel Pon<-<?n-^«^6% which belongs to the 
10th cent., and presents fine specimens 
of the peculiar masonry ("petit ap- 
pareil*) of that time. 

7 m. CouUhceuf Junct. Stat. 

[A branch Rail. (6 m.) hence to 

Falaise. (/«rw: H. du Grand Cerf; 
H. de Normandie, both goodj H. de 
Prance.) This ancient tOM'n of 8183 
Inhab. occupies the summit of a lofty 
platform, bordering on a rocky preci- 
pice, or Falaise^ whence its name. One 
very populous suburb has extended into 
,the narrow ravine below this precipice ; 
and another, situated at the distance 
of 1 m. to the E., called Guibray, now 
rivals the town itself in size, and is dis- 
tinguished for its Fairs held in August, 
established by William the Conqueror, 
celebrated for the horses brought to 
market. Falaise is a dull lifeless town 
at pi-esent, but has one object of great 
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interest to every traveller — th« Castle, 
one of tiie few Norman fortresses re* 
maining in France, the seat of the Dnkes 
of Normandy, and the birthplace of 
William the Conqueror. It is a grand 
and pictaresqne ruin, occupying a com- 
manding posilioa at the extremity of 
the town, where the platform is cut 
into a narrow promontory by gullies 
which isolate it on 3 sides, r^idering 
it a place of great strength. To this it 
was indebted for the 9 sieges which it 
had to sustain. The approach to it 
is behind the modem H. de Ville. A 
college or granmi&r^school has been es- 
tablished within the outer court, and 
oceapies a chapel said to be of this 12th 
cent. A grassy terrace walk alon^ the 
ramparts, shaded, with trees, leads to 
the Norman Donjon Keep (end of 
1 1th cent.), an oblong square, whose 
walls, supported by high and massy 
buttresses, rise abruptly from the edge 
of the precipitous rocks of Norron. 
It is now a mere shelU but has been 
too much repaired; its walls show 
traces of herring-bone masonry, and 
retain several round-headed wmdo'Ws, 
of 2 lights supported on short pillars, 
and having capitals carved with Banic 
knots. In one. comer a cell is shown 
in which, according to the tradition, 
the Conqueror was born*. From those 
windows and mined walls we look 
down into die Val d'Ante, so called 
from the small stream which runs 
through it, crowded with mills and 
tannertes. It was while gazing upon 
this scene, adcording to the tradition, 
that Duke Robert, the father of the 
Conqueror (like David of oid), first 
espied Arlette, the tanner's f^bir daugh- 
ter, washing in the stream, and becaiue 
at once so snutten "with hev charms, 
that he made her his mistress, and con- 
tinued faitlhfulto her until deaXh. There 
are several remains of rooms in the 
keep» remarkable as having.ohimneys : 
the windows of a lower l^oor now in- 
accessible are visible. The Chapel has 
been converted into a powder magazine. 
The keep is surpassed in elevation 
by Talbot's tower, a cylinder of beau- 
tifully smooth and perfect masonry-, 
rising beside it to a height of more 
than 130 ft., crowned with a rim of 



broken madiicpulis, the battlements 
and roof having been destroyed in the 
religious wars of the 16th cent. Its 
walls, 15 ft. thick, inclose a winding 
stair leading to the top, and a well 
opening into each of the 4 vaulted 
storeys, the lowest containing the Oub» 
liettes. This tower is supposed to have 
been built by"*Val«nt 'J'albot,'^ who 
was lord warden of the " Marche Nor- 
mande,*' between 1418 and 14.50, after 
the captnre of Falaise by Henry V. 
It was Impaired about 1835, and the 
new stone employed' was of so bad a 
quality that it is actually decaying, 
whilst that 400 years old remains in 
good preservation. A temporary zinc 
roof has been placed on this tower. 
From the summit there is a spkndid 
view. Henry V. assaulted . the castle 
frcMU the top of the still loftier cliff 
Mont Mirat (Mora Mirabilis), on the 
opposite side of the ravine, where traces 
of his intreaohments still remain : the 
siege lasted more than 4 months^ On 
the other side of the castle is a relic 
of another siege,, viz. the breach in tlie 
wall by which Henri IV. carried the 
fortress- by assault in 1589, after a 7 
days' cannonade. The whole xsaslle is 
undergoing a too thorough restoration. 

The ch. of St» Qervais has au early 
Norman tower, beginning of the 12th 
cent., and the outside of the clerestory 
appears old, but most of the ch. has 
been modernised to a very floiid Gothic. 
The ch. of Ste. Triniie is of a debased 
Gothic profusely . oraamented, chieiiy 
of the 15th and 16th cents. 

A bronse equestrian statue of William 
the Conqueror, by Louis Rochet, was set 
up by his fellow townsmen in 1851, 
in la Place de la Trinity, at the fi>ot 
of the Castle^ the. costume of the hero 
being copied from the Bayeux tapestry^ 

A large portion of the old town walls 
remain, running, round the edge of the 
ravines, through which the stranger 
may ramble agreeably, either upwards 
into the suburb of Val d'Ante, the 
birthplace of the Conqueror's mother, 
below the castle keep, or, issuing .out 
of the picturesque " Porte des C6r-. 
driers," the only gate remaining :per- 
fect, he may follow the direction of the 
Ante downwards through shady lane* 
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and re-enter the town by the dismantled 
Porte de St. Laurent. The suburb of 
Guibray, larger than the town, is de- 
voted to the manu&ctare of hosiery 
(bonnets de coton), the ordinary head* 
dress of men and women hereabouts, 
hand - machines for making which 
whirr in every cottage. The Ch, dates 
from the 11th cent., but has been much 
altered. There are some Norman en- 
gaged columns round the walls, to which 
arches in brick and plaster were put in 
1858. Part of the S. transept, the W. 
porch, and the font in the S. aisle 
deserve notice.] 

Returning from FaUdse to CoulibcBU^ 
3 m. Freanay la Mere Stat. 
6 m. Montabard Stat 

6 m. ArgentaA Stat. (Buffet). (Inna : 
H. des Trois Maries, good ; H. de Nor- 
mandie; H. du Donjon). A dull old 
town of some 5401 Inhab., on the Orne. 
It was rebuilt by William the €k>n- 
queror after its destruction by Duke 
liobert of Normandy. Henry II. was 
staying here when the 4 knights set 
forth to murder Archbishop Becket at 
Canterbury. In later times the town 
was a stronghold of the Huguenots. Its 
ramparts and ditches have been con- 
verted into public walks and gardens, 
but the fine old trees are cut down. 
There are 2 large late Gothic churches 
with some good old glass, and a semi- 
castellated building, now the Palais de 
Justice and prison. 

Here the rly. to Granville (Rte. 27) 
branches off. 

7 m. Almenechea Stat. The old Cha- 
teau and Renaissance Ch, are worth a 
visit 

A short distance beyond, at Surdon 
(Rte. 35), the line from Paris through 
Dreux falls in 

8 m. Sees Stat {Inn : H. de Cheval 
Blanc ; Dauphin). An old city with a 
population of 5006, possessing a very 
interesting Cathedral. Nave beginning 
of 13th cent., upper part later by 50 
years. Choir rebuilt, c. 1260, after a 
fire ; Lady chapel of the original work, 
1230. The proportions of the interior 
are remarkably good. Formidable 
settlements have occurred in several 
parts, the main vault of the choir fell 



in, and has been restored in wood and 
plaster. Owing to original mal-con- 
struction, its spires are supported by 
huge buttresses, added in the 14th cent. 
Yet the W. front, of beginning of the 
1 3th cent, has a fine appearance; with 
the lofty porches. Obs, the S. W. portal, 
a beautiful trefoil-headed doorway, 
which, as well as the great central 
doorway, retains its original door, also 
a good rose-window in the S. transept 
The choir retains the Basilican ar- 
rangement; the high altar being at 
the intersection of the transept and 
nave, and the bishop's throne at the 
end of the apse. 

In front of the Catfaedial is the bronze 
statue of Conte, a eitisen of S^es, one 
of the Savants of Eg^pt, whose cele- 
brity arises from the improvements he 
introduced in the manufacture of black- 
lead pencils, long known in France as 
*' Crayons Conttf," by which he made a 
larffe fortune. 

The chapel of the Petit S^minaire has 
good modern sculpture over the W. 
door. 

After passing Sees, the appearance 
of the country improves, and it be- 
comes more hilly. 

12 m. AlenfonStBX. (Inna: H. Grand 
Cerf, very good ; H. de la Gare^ near 
the Stat; Poste.) This chief town of 
the Dept. de TOme, has a population 
of 16,115, and is a thriving place, 
situated on the Sarthe, near the junc- 
tion of the Briaute, in an oipen 
plain. Its manufiwtures consist chiefly 
of cotton and woollen, hempen and 
linen cloths, called *^ Ibilea d'Alenfon,** 

The making of point lace/ *' Point 
d'Alencon," for which the town was 
long celebrated, was established here by 
Colbert. Cider and perry, the common 
drink of the country, are sold to a con- 
siderable extent, in casks called pipes. 

The public buildings are not very 
remarkable. The Cathedral consists of 
a Gothic nave, built in the 16th cent., 
having some painted glass, injured by 
a storm, 1821. 

Two high battlemented towers of 
the old Castle of the ISth cent, have 
been converted into a prison: the Pre- 
fecture, a brick buildmg, was once s 
palace of the Dukes d'Alen9on. 
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One of the most atrocious of the 
Revolationary leaden, Hubert, the 
editor of the infamous journal Le P^re 
Dachesne, was a native of Alen^on. 
He was led trembling and weeping to 
the seaffold, to which he had condemned 
so many thousand, innocent persons, in 
1793, exhibiting in his last moments 
the most abject cowardice. 

A Museum of Nat. History in the 
B, de YUle contains good specimens 
of Diamauts d'Alen9on, the name 
given to the crystals of smoky quartz 
foand in the neighbouring granite- 
quarries; where a coarse beryl also 
occurs. Alen^on is built of granite, 
which becomes the predominant rock 
of the country farther W. 

Public conveyances to Mortagne, Bel- 
ISme, and Domfront (Rte. 31). 

[About 10 m. from Alen^on, on the 
roaid to Mortagne, is the great Haras du 
Pin, one of the most celebrated horse* 
breeding establishments in France.] 

On leaving Alen^on the rly. to Le 
Mans passes through a district which 
offers little interest by 

10 m. La HxUte Stat., from which it 
follows the Valley of the Sarthe, 

2.5 m. LeMans Junct. Stat. (Rte. 34), 
on the line from Paris to Rennes; a 
dreary heathy country succeeds. 
24 m. Atibign^ Junct. Stat. 
[Branch Rly. W. 16 m. to 
la Fleche {Inn : H. I'Etoile ; H. Lion 
d'Or), a town of 9292 Inhab. on the 
Loir. The College, founded by Henry 
IV., to whom a statue was erected 
1857 on the Place Henri IV., is now 
used for the education of the sons of 
officers killed in battle.] 

8 m. Chateau du Loir Stat. Here the 
rly. crosses the green valley of the Loir. 
Soon afterwards numerous quarries of 
white stone will be seen, many of which 
are inhabited, and are said to be quite 
dry and healthy. 

7 m. St, Pateme Stat. The line passes 
amongst some hills not far from 

1 5 m. Mettray^taX., famous for its Re- 
formatory (Rte. 53), and then emerges 
into the valley of the Loire ; the river 
is crossed some miles below Tours, and 
the rly. then makes a great sweep to 
reach 

8 m. Tours Terminus (Rte. 53), 



ROUTE 31. 

VIRE TO BENNES, BY MORTAIN AND 
FOUGEBES. 

120kilom.=75Eng. m. 

The whole of this route must be per- 
formed bv carriage (unless the rail be 
taken at Foug^res round by Vitr^), and 
is interesting for the historical sites 
near it. Vire is situated halfway be- 
tween Argentan and Granville, and is 
a Stat, on the direct line of rly. from 
Paris (Rte. 35). 

ViPd {Inns: H. St. Pierre, clean 
and comfortable ; fine view ; H. Cheval 
Blanc : second-rate), a picturesque an- 
tique town (Pop. 7643), the capital of 
the Bocage of Normandy, situated on 
a lofty eminence, round which the 
Vire sweeps between rocks and woods. 
A Norm. Castle, called the Chateau de 
Montgomery, occupies the extreme point 
of the promontory, inaccessible on 3 
sides, owing to the precipices which 
surround it; and on the 4th originally 
separated from the town by a deep 
ditch* It is now reduced to the frag- 
ment of the tall keep, a construction 
of the 11th cent., having been dis- 
mantled 1630, by order of Richelieu, 
but its ruins are preserved, and sur- 
rounded by a sort of dusty pleasure- 
ground or public promenade. It com- 
mands a view of the country around, 
streaked with long lines of ** tenters" 
upon which cloth is hung, and especi- 
ally of the 2 valleys beneath it, called, 
par excellence, Les Vaux de Vire, whence 
comes the word Vaudeville, originally 
applied to the merry and humorous 
drinking songs composed among these 
valleys by one Oliver Basselin. He 
was a native of Vire, and owner of a 
fulling-mtY/, which still remains at no 
great distance from the town. He 
flourished in the 15th cent., and is 
reported to have l)een present at the 
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battle of Formigny. His chansons, 
chiefly in praise of good wine and 
his native province, soon became 
so popular over France, that their 
name was transferred to those truly 
national dramas peculiar to the French 
stage, in which the plot or story is 
carried through chiefly by songs. 

In the narrow and steep streets of 
Vire may be found many specimens of 
ancient domestic architecture, well 
adapted for the artist's sketch-book. 
In the centre of the town the Rue du 
Calvados passes under a clooktower 100 
ft., rising over a Gothic gateway of the 
13th cent. The Ch, of Notre Dame is 
a fine building ; but the walks in and 
about it are the chief boast of Vire. 
Terraced paths are carried up the 
hillside amidst thickets and planta- 
tions, commanding at intervals very 
pleasing views. Vire is an industrious 
town, having fabrics of linens, woollens, 
and tammies. 

The valleys in the neighl)ourhood, 
generally shut in by craggy heights 
and copse-covered slopes, abound in 
mills of paper and clothe iu which the 
clothing for the French army is made» 
This gives employment to half the 
inhabitants of Vire, ** who are stained 
as blue as the ancient Britons.'' On 
the 10th of August the "Fete des 
Drapiers " is celebrated here, and more 
than 10,(JOO persons assemble under the 
auplti-trees, which are illuminated at 
night for the occasion. 

Vire has a gastronomic celebrity 
for chitterlings (andouillettes) and 
pastry* 

DUujences to Avranches (25 m.), 
thiough a beautiful country, "rich 
swelliug hills, green meadows, and 
vast seas of waving wood. The first 
view of Avranches about .5 m. before 
you get there, with the rich fore- 
ground, the spire of the town crowning 
tlie height, and the sea beyond, with 
Mont St, Michel rising out of it, is 
ti'uly striking." 

[Railroad 39 m. from Vire to Gran- 
ville (lite. 35), passing through a 
pretty country by St, Sever, of which 
the parish ch. contains some fine old 
glass, and forpied part of the Benedic* 
tine Abbey existing here iu the I7tb 



cent. ViHedicU'lea-FoHles, so called fVom 
the number of coppersmiths or braziers 
settled in the neighbourhood, from 
which Perey is about 5 m. N.J 

8 ni. SourdeoaL 

4 m. Mortain. (Fim: H. St Guil- 
laume—Poste, opposite the Ch. ; clean 
and comfortable. — E. B.) This de- 
cayed town, of 2443 Inhab., occupies a 
position resembling that of Vire, and at 
least equally romantic. ** The valleys 
are narrower, the steeps more rocky and 
better wooded *, the river-at the bottom 
is more considerable, and a wide extent 
of distant Campagna is seen through 
the jaws of the ravine. The whole 
scene put me in mind of Italy and of 
Tivoli, and the cascades which we 
heard from above and visited after- 
M'ards helped to keep up the resem* 
blance."— -(?. Knight, 

** Yoa descend to the side of the old 
Castlet but when you arrive there you 
find it a most suitable spot for an 
eagle's nest. A jutting clitf, only con- 
nected to the height by a narrow ledge 
of rock, afforded just space enough for 
a feudal fortress. The strength of this 
fortress made it once a place of im- 
portance. Here dwelt the brothers 
and the sons of kings of England" 
(Robert, the natural brother of the Con- 
queror, and Geoffirey Plantagenet). 
The whole of this venerable structui'e 
has been levelled with the dust, and 
in its place now rises the tasteless 
modern Sous- Prefecture. 

The Collegiate Ch, has been ground- 
lessly pronounced to be a work of the 
year 1082, when a church is known to 
have been founded here. But the only 
fragment remaining of that epoch is a 
circular doorway leading into the nave 
on the S. side, ornamented with zigzags 
and saw-tooth ornaments ; the rest is of 
the pure and unmixed Early Pointed 
style of the 13th cent., and the clumsy 
junction of the new wall ai*ound the 
old circular portal is very apparent. 
The arches' of the nave rest on thick 
short pillars; those of the choir are 
narrower. The summit of the hill 
shove the cemetery commands a beauti- 
ful view. 

About a mile out of the town, seated 
in a secluded valley, is tbo Abbayo 
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Blanche, founded llOf), The Church, 
restored in 1850, is in the Transition 
style, round-headed windows alternat- 
ing with pointed. An Early Pointed 
cloister also remains tolerably perfect. 
The abbey is now a Seminary for the 
education of the clergy. 

The Cascades of Mortain, formed by 
the Cance, about a mile on the road 
to Yire, are the finest, and indeed 
almost the only ones, in Normandy. 

j[a. About 8 ra. from Mortain are the 
rums of the Ahbeu of Savignij, b. 1173, 
in the Transition style, but partaking 
more of the iround than pointed cha- 
racter. 

6. About 16 m. E. of Mortain is 
Domfront {Inn : H. de la Poste ; Trouil- 
lard) Pop. 2909, a picturesque fortified 
town of the middle ages, perched on 
a conical height above the Varenne 
.stream. Its Castle, rising on the very 
edge of a precipice 200 it. high, com- 
pletes the walled circuit, with large 
hanking towers clad with ivy. Our 
Hefnry II. resided in this castle, and 
here received the Nuncio of the Pope, 
sent to reconcile him with Becket. In 
1574 it was besieged by the armies of 
the League under Marshal Matignon, 
aud defended by the Huguenot leader 
Gabriel de Montgomery, but was taken 
after a most gallant defence, and the 
commander carried prisoner to Paris, 
where, contrary to the terms of his 
capitulation, he was executed a month 
afterwards. At the foot of the rock 
stands the old ch. of N, Dame sur VEav, 
of pure Norm, work, containing the 
monument of Guill. de Bellesme, who 
founded both it and the castle, in the 
early part of the J 2th cent. The rly. 
from Flers to Mayenne will have a 
station here. See lite. 35a.] 

10 m. St, Hilaire du JTarcouet,a. town 
of 398S Inhab., between the Selune and 
Airon streams: its markets are much 
frequented. It possesses a fine modem 
Gothic Church. 1*116 frontier of Brittany 
is crassed about 4 m. to the N. of 

7 m. Louvigne du Desert. At the 
door of the posthouse De Lescure, 
the Vendean chief, died of his. wounds, 
aud was buried at the road-side — site 
^llknown. 

10 m. FoTig^res Stat. {Inn: H. St, 



Jacques.) This town (9580 Inhab.\ 
once a frontier fortress, the key of 
Brittany on the side of Normandy, ** is 
full of picturesque interest. The old 
town, built on a steep acclivity, shows 
traces of the middle ages ; the ancient 
arcades still obtrude in places upon 
the streets. It is still surrounded by 
antique ramparts. There is a Church 
of some architectural interest, and a 
charming promenade on a high eminence 
commanding romantic prospects.*' — G. 

Attached to the town walls, at the 
lower end, is the huge and picturesque 
ruined Castle (apply to M. Dubil, the 
tenant, for permission to visit), of 
which the Donjon, built by Olivier de 
Clisson, and la Tour de Melusine, so 
named by the former owners, the Lusig- 
nans, from the Fair M., from whom 
they claimed descent, are the oldest 
parts of the stronghold ; the rest of the 
14th and l€th cents.; and the outer 
towers and curtains are still later. Its 
approaches and defences are very 
curious. In 1794 Fougeres was seized 
by the Veud(<ans. Rly. N. to Pontorson 
and Mont St. Michel (Rte. 27) S. to 
Vitre (Rte. 34). 

1 2 m. St. Aubin du Cormier, Near this 
La TremouiUe gained a decisive vic- 
tor^-, in 1488, over Francis II. Duke of 
Brittany, the Duke of Orleans, after- 
wards Louis XII., and others, who had 
leagued against the Crown. 

6 m. Ziffre. 

12 m. Rennes (in Rte. 34). 
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Pboceeding westward, the smiling pasture-lands of Normandy are gradually 
exchanged for the rocky ravines, the rolling landes, and small inclosures of Brit- 
tany. The soil of the valleys and lowland meadows is not less fertile than that 
of Normandy, but there is so great an extent of barren or uncultivated land 
that its agricultural wealth is much inferior ; extending out into the Atlantic, 
and almost surrounded by water, its atmosphere is more charged with moisture, 
and its granitic soil is less adapted for the growth of cereals, or the pasturage 
of cattle, than Normandy ; heath, fern, and broom abound ; the very broom 
(genet) which supplied our first Plantagenet with his crest and name, and 
which is so beautiful a feature when in blossom that travellers should choose 
the early summer to enjoy the sight. In many points the country bears a 
strong resemblance to Scotland ; the same wide, barren moors, the same deep 
and picturesque wooded dells and storm-beaten coasts. Here, however, are no 
grand lofty mountain-chains like the Grampians; the highest ridges of the 
Menez-Arres hills, the back-bone of the peninsula of Brittany, rarely surpassing 
1200 ft. above the sea-level. 

2. In civilization it is behind almost every other part of France : its irJiahitants 
are of Celtic origin, speaking a Language of their own, allied to the Welsh 
and Cornish ; indeed, when French is not understood, Welsh will greatly aid 
a traveller who can speak it. It is more exclusively spoken in the villages 
of the interior than in the towns on the coast ; its use is almost confined to 
the country W.of a line passing through St. Brieuc, Napoleonville, and Lorient ; 
the " Vraie Bretagne Brettonnante," as Froissart calls it, to distinguish it 
from ** La Bretagne Douce," where French is spoken. One of the principal 
objects of interest and study for the stranger in Brittany will b^ its inhabi- 
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taotSf who have been kept distioot from the rest of France by position 
as well as difference of language. 

3. The Peasantry are almost as wild as their country, excessively quaint in 
their costume^ wearing broad-brimmed hats and flowing hair, and in some dis- 
tricts trunk hose (bragous bras- breeks) of the 16th cent. ; in others wrapped up 
in goat'Skins in winter, like Robinson Crusoe, a costume which they retain as it 
was handed down from their ancestors. They are usually spare and wiry in 
their persons, but strong, active, and hardy ; coarse^featured ; squalid in their 
habitations; rude and unskilful in their agriculture. They are almost un- 
changed in their manners, customs, and habits : modem innovation has not 
entirely rubbed off the rust of long-continued habit ; old legends and super- 
stitions still retain their hold on the popular mind. They present a carious 
picture of a primitive state of society ; and if a century behind their neigh- 
bours in what is called improvements, they are at least not corrupted by revo- 
lutions and commotions. In no part of France are the people, both of upper 
and lower orders, more observant of their religious duties, of festivals, fasts, 
&c. ; nowhere are the churches so thronged. 

** There is much picturesque beauty in Brittany, though of a character not so 
imposing at first sight as that of countries moulded on a grander scale. Scenery 
of great and winning loveliness is to be found on the banks of the Trieux, the 
river Guier at Lannion, the Aulne near Ch&teaulin, and the Bance, and in many 
other secluded and scarcely accessible valleys, where the ' broomie knowe,' the 
wooded dell, and the rocky cliff alternately border the brawling mountain torrent, 
as it flashes along its stony bed, or is pent up in the still pool of an old water- 
mill, which looks as if it had stood untouched (as it has perhaps) from the time of 
the * good Duchess Anne.' The quaint and antique aspect of the buildings adds 
much to the picturesque character of the country. Some, as in Dinan, Morlaix, 
Quimper, &c., are framed of timber, with projecting storeys resting on gro- 
tesquely carved brackets ; but generally the houses both in the towns and vil< 
lages are of grey granite, with massive round or ogee arched imposts to the 
doors and windows, often enriched with Gothic mouldings ; and presenting, 
from the peculiar colour and grain of the stone, an appearance of antiquity even 
in buildings recently erected. The churches again are features of great interest 
and beauty, scattered profusely over the country, and many a ruined castle or 
tower, or dilapidated * m^noir ' with its old avenue, huge granite portals, round 
turrets, and 'extinguisher' roofs, recalls the days of the Breton chivalry. 
Add to these characteristic features, that the country is usually very intricate 
and thickly wooded, the inclosures being small and surrounded by high earthen 
banks, upon which, from six to ten feet above the level of the road or field, 
grows a close phalanx of timber-trees, oak, elm, or ash, gnarled and pollarded 
into grotesque forms, and intercepting all view, so as to give rise to constant 
excitement, as the scene changes almost at every step that the traveller 
advances."~(3=. P. S, 

The way of living among the Bretons is homely and frugal to a degree even 
when in circumstances to afford better &re. Of drink they unquestionably 
are fond, but it is not a regular habit with them to indulge in strong pota- 
tions — cider, the produce of the country, is a favourite drink on Sundays and 
feasts. There is little wine made in the country, and consequently scarcely 
drunk by the peasantry, except in the southern districts ; but they consume 
large quantities of a coarse spirit made from potatoes and beetroot. They 
live much upon buckwheat made into cakes, and mix rye with their wheat 
into a coarse meal, which forms a dark-coloured bread ; these with savoury 
esculents, and at times salt-fish and meat, constitute the staple of their sub- 
sistence. The most perceptible feature of difference, perhaps, between Nor- 
mandy and Brittany, is that, in the former, large and commodious farm-buildings 
are observed i^round the farmers dwelling, whilst in Brittany it is rare to 
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see a barn, or granary, or roomy nnt-hoase. And till lately the Bretons 
pursued the wasteful habit of threshing out their corn in August, on an open 
floor, and housing it in the grain ; paying enormously for such labour (to an 
ambulant class called " les batteurs "), and losing the otherwise valuable season 
of warmth and daylight for cleaning and working the soil against seed-time. 
Now, however, steam threshing machines have been introduced, the agricul- 
ture of some districts is more advanced, and near Roskotf and Lannion is really 
good. Hemp, flax, rape, and onions are largely grown, besides the ordinary 
cereals, and many of the wild heaths have been planted or brought tinder cul- 
tivation. 

Finistere, one of the strangest districts of Europe, is to be seen properly 
only in its villages and its churches and country towns on a Sunday or Fete-day. 
Then alone are the population abroad in their quaint and showy garbs, 
crowding the roads, squares, and churchyards; at other times the natives 
are lost in their fields and workshops. 

The indescribable forms Of many of the caps worn by the Bre tonnes are 
worth remarking. Both Norman and Breton caps are pleasing auxiliaries to 
the scenery, which they enliven by their snowy whiteness. Old point lace is 
not unfrequently discerned on peasant heads, and these curious and costly 
** coiffures " sometimes adorn the brows of more than one generation in turn. 

It is the Bretons who chiefly man the navy of France : their qualities are 
eminently suited to the seafaring life, and the perseverance and patient courage 
they display stand out in contrast with the natives of other provinces of France, 
ancf denote a totally different arigin. It is not a little remarkable that the 
Bretons in France should be naturally 8ailoi*s, whilst the native Irish, Welsh, 
and Scotch of the same race are all averse to the sea. 

4. O^ Ancient Monuments of different ages there is no lack in Brittany, and, 
above all, of Celtic Remains ; those extraordinary masses of rude unhewn stones 
whose objects, age, and uses have never been satisfactorily accounted for, but 
which are supposed to have been in some way connected with the religion of the 
Druids, and their number would prove this country to have been the chief seat 
of that mysterious worship. In Great Britain we possess a few, and, above all, 
we have in Stouehenge a more stupendous monument than any elsewhere ; but 
in Brittany the number is enormous : almost every wild heath possesses one or 
more. They are most numerous, however, on the storm-beaten promontories 
and islands of the W. coast ; especially in the Morbihan, which includes the 
wondrous stony array of Cavnac and the monstrous granitic obelisk of Zok- 
mnriaker. 

These rude Remains are of several different kinds, and distinguished by the 
following names: — 

a. Menhir (literally long stone : Ir-min-Sul ; long stone of the sun) is a mono- 
lith in the form of a rude obelisk set upright on one end, whose height much 
exceeds its breadth. There is a menhir near Dol which rises 30 ft. above the 
gi'ound, but the largest specimen of this class known is at Plonarzel, near Brest ; 
ii exceeds 42 ft. in height. That at Lokmariaker, now laid prostrate and 
broken, was more than 60 ft. high. 

b. Peulven (pillar of stone), an upright stone of inferior height to the men- 
hir ; the single stones at Carnac are generally of this class. 

c. Dolmen (from *' taal," table, and " maen," or men, stone), in England 
commonly called Cromlech, is an arrangement of rude blocks, by which one or 
more upright stones are made to support a horizontal block or slab. Some- 
times they resemble a table, the upright stones serving merely as props or legs, 
and are called in French **pierres leve'es," or ** pierres couvertes ;" at others 
the supporting stones are wide slabs, so arranged as to fit close to one another, 
and so lofty as to allow a man to walk upright beneath the horizontal roof-stone 
which they support. Kits Coity House in Kent is an example of this kind. 
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and there are others in Cornwall, but inferior in size to those of Brittany, 
which are often 60 or 80 ft. long. The French sometimes call them '* allees 
couvertes." 

d. Ktstvaen is similar to the Dolmen, inasmuch as it consists of two rows of 
upright stones supporting flat blocks; but the stones are smaller, and fit 
more closely together, and the whole structure lower and longer, generally 
closed at the ends ; it appears to correspond with the ** Hunnengraber " of 
North Germany. The most remarkable example is on the island Gavr Innis 
near Lokmariaker. 

e. GalgcU is a tumulus, barrow, or cairn, often containing a sepulchral cham- 
ber : the largest known is the Butte de Tumiac on the shore of tne Sea of Mor- 
biban. 

The Celtic remains are not confined to Brittany, though most numerous 
there ; they occur almost invariably on some flat open plain at a distance from 
the hills, in situations corresponding with Salisbury Plain and Dartmoor in 
England. Brittany appears, like our Mona, to have been the sacred land of the 
Gauls, the centre of their worship, to which probably the various nations and 
tribes repaired on pilgrimage at stated times to pay their devotions. 

Of the particular destination or object of these rude elevations in genera], or 
of the individual uses of the different classes enumerated above, no satisfactory 
explanation has been offered. The accumulated ranges, the long avenues of 
stones of Carnac and Erdevan, amounting to thousands in number, may have 
stood in the place of temples where rites of initiation and purification similar 
to the Grecian mysteries may have been performed. The upright solitary 
menhir may have been a symbol of some individual deity, as the sun ; the dol- 
men may have served as an altar or shrine ; and the galgal and kistvaen were 
probably monumental. Equally unexplained are the mechanical means by 
which a rude people contrived to transport, and to elevate one above another, 
such huge masses. 

5. Their mysterious influence is not yet, by any means, effaced from the mind 
of the lower orders in Brittany. The first teachers of Christianity in this 
region found this attachment to superstition so strong, that, after in vain 
attempting to eradicate it by overthrowing and destroying these huge stones, 
they altered their plan to that of engrafting, to a certain extent, their own 
faith upon the old idolatrous worship of stones and fountains, converting the 
dolmen into a chapel, and making the menhir serve as a pedestal to a crucifix, 
which it commonly does even to the present day. 

The influence ojf paganism lingered long in these remote wilds, attached as it 
was to visible objects ; indeed, the inhabitants of Ouessant are said to have 
been idolaters until within 150 years. 

Hence has arisen a strange jumble of Paganism and Romanism ; thus pilgrim- 
ages are made to fountains by those who desire to be relieved from some 
malady, by pouring its water over the affected part: and visits are paid in the 
depth of night to some solitary menhir by the barren woman, who hopes to 
become finiitful by rubbing her bosom against the hard stone. Some of these 
inanimate objects also are supposed to possess virtue in curing the diseases of 
cattle. Heathen divinities were replaced by saints, of which the number in 
Brittany exceeds that of any other part of Romanist Europe ; most of them are 
peculiar to the country, their names being unknown elsewhere, and their 
canonization conferred rather by the popular voice than with the authority of 
the Pope. Almost every church has its strange legend, and every saint his 
pecial patronage, and on his fSte-day a pilgrimage or Pardon is celebrated, 
-when indulgence for past sins is obtained, and the penitent pilgrims are no 
sooner shrived than they begin to run up a fresh score at the riotous festivities 
-wrhich follow these assemblies. These Pardons , or village festivals, which are 
nearly equivalent to the German kirchweih, the Flemish kermes, and the 
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English tjoake, deserve the attention of strangers, from the illustrations thej 
afford of Breton life, manners, and costume. 

6. Gothic Architecture, — The Choir of Le Mans Cathedral, included in this 
section, is the crowning glory of the best period of Gothic art in France. Its interior 
is without a rival. Chartres, a noble edifice, is better known, but the lover 
of Gothic ought not to visit the one and leave the other unseen. The 
Ecclesiastical Monuments of Brittany are not so interesting as those of Nor- 
mandy, but the architecture is of a different style, chiefly the florid or 
Flamboyant Gothic, and of a much later period : indeed, even in architecture, 
Brittany seems to have been behind the rest of the world, and the stvles of 
building only reached it when superseded in other parts. The following 
remarks apply generally to all parts of France, yet will not be out of place 
here. ** I'he most obvious characteristics of the Flamboyant style are the flat 
3-centred arches of doorways, the entire independence of different pilasters 
upon the same pier as regards the vertical height of their base mouldings, the 
scrupulous interpenetration of different mouldings, and the absence of capitals 
if the arch mouldings are continued on the pier, or their dying gradually into 
the pier by penetration if they are not continued on it." — G, B, X There are 
some peculiarities in ** the Breton style " which render it well worthy the 
attention of architects. In elaborateness and profuseness of ornament, in the 
minuteness and delicacy of carving, especially of the foliage (for the figures are 
inferior), there are some churches m Brittany which yield to few in any part of 
Europe. As instances may be mentioned those of Folgoct near Brest, St, Pol 
de Leon, St, Thegonnec near Morlaix, St, Herhot near PouUaouen, and the 
cathedral of Nantes, 

The Department of Finistfere is the quarter in which churches more espe- 
cially abound ; it is as profusely supplied as Lincolnshire, and many of the 
village churches are of unusual size and richness. *' In the churches near 
Brest, instead of building a tower with 4 walls, containing windows or 
panel-work, the practice seems to have been to raise stages or floors, one upon 
another on open arches, so as to make a kind of square pagoda, not contracting 
in dimensions, through which in certain directions the light is seen and the 
arch piers look comparatively small. This peculiarity deserves attention from 
architects." — G, B, A, 

Several of the churches, even in remote situations, as at St. Herbot, are 
decorated internally with carvings in wood and stone ; roodlofts still exist at 
Folgoet, St. Fiacre le Faouet (of painted and sculptured oak), Lambader, &c., 
though scarcely found elsewhere on the Continent: painted glass is by no 
means uncommon. These very gorgeous churches of Brittany were erected 
principally from the end of the Hth to the beginning of the 16th cent. 

Formerly the churchyards and even roadsides were adorned with Crucifixes 
of elaborate execution, and comprising a multitude of figures ; " most of 
them suffered by the Revolution, but many exquisite examples remain, and 
hardly a single point of intersection of two roads can be passed which is not 
marked by a more or less mutilated cross, oftentimes restored by the piety of 
thepresent generation." — G. P. S. 

The Bone-house or lieliquaire will be constantly found in the Breton church- 
yards, and illustrates a curious custom. To allow " the rude forefathers of 
the hamlet '* to repose quietly in the grave is opposed to the ideas of piety and 
affection in these rude people : after a certain number of years the survivors 
are required to show their remembrance and respect for their parents and 
relations by removing the skulls and bones from the cofiin and placing them in 
the Ossuary, — where the former are arranged on shelves, open to the view of all, 
each with the name or initials in black paint written across the fleshless brow. 

The Calvary in the Breton churchyards is a peculiar erection : it is generally 
a four-sided stone gallery, over the yawning bone-pit, in the centre of the 
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cemetery. On the sides and round the top are figures in granite, generally of 
Iife*size: bas-reliefs of the history of our Saviour, such as the Last Supper, the 
Scourging, the Crucifixion, the Judgment ; and allegorical figures of Heaven 
and Hell. Sermons are preached from the platforms on these Calvaries on 
certain occasions, especially in Lent. Amon^ the most celebrated are those of 
Plougastel near Brest, St. Th^gonnec, Guimiliau, See, 

One cause of the profuse decoration of the churches, and of their excellent 
preserration, may be referred to the materials employed-~a greenstone, peculiar 
to Brittany, called Kersanton (St. Anthony's house), remarkable for the facility 
"with which it is worked, and its tenacity In withstanding atmospheric in- 
fluences. It is a hornblende rock, with a mixture of oxide of iron, in particles 
minntely disseminated. It is found only in two localities, on the W. of the 
harbour of Brest, near the escarped rocks of Qnelem, between the river of 
Faoa and that of Landemeau. It is regarded as of igneous origin from the 
rocks adjacent showing marks of dislocation, c-aused by its intrusion. The 
weather has scarce any destructive effect on it, even after a lapse of ages ; and 
its pecaliarly bright green colour gives to a portal carved out of it the appear- 
ance of being in bronze. 

Of churches in the Romanesque or Norman style the examples are few : 
among them are the church of Dinau and the chapel of Lanleff, which, after all 
the disputes of learned antiquaries respecting its origin and great age, is pro- 
bably an equivalent to the round churches of England. 

The cathedral of Dol nearly corresponds in style to the Early English ; and 
the tradition of the country attributes it and some of the later churches to 
£nglish architects. This is not surprising, considering the long and early 
connection between Great Britain and Little Britain to the S. of the Channel — 
Armoricoj as it was styled, which the careful researches of historians and philo- 
logists have proved to have been colonised by natives of Britain after the 6th 
century, partly during the Boman dominion, partly after the invasion of the 
Saxons. From Brittany, if we believe the native traditions, we derive our 
most popular romances, our nursery and fairy tales. Arthur here held his 
court with the Knights of the Round Table ; and the cradle of Merlin was on 
the He de Sein, a low sand-bank in that stormy sea la Bale des Trepass^s. 

7. Many of the names of places closely resemble those of Wales and Cornwall. 
Brittany also has its Coumouaille, equally celebrated with our own for wrestling 
matches, held annually, at which the true Cornish hug is said to be given ; 
and for wreckers, whose infamous trade is promoted by the ever-raging sea and 
iron-bound coast. The Droit de Bris, right of ^'jetsam and flotsam,'' is, how- 
ever, nearly abolished in France as in England : and the time is past when a 
race or whirlpool was as productive to a landlord as a mine or fishery. 

English armies have fought and bled on this soil of Brittany ; and the chi- 
▼alric heroes of our history, Edward III., Chandos, Sir Walter Manny, were 
opposed to no unworthy ants^nists in the DuguescUns and Clissons. In ihe 
castle of Elven, Henry of Richmond passed 15 years of his youth, though a 
prisoner, yet protected from the vengeance of the Yorkists. 

A perusal of Froissart will be a good preparation for a visit to Brittany. 

8. Brittany, old-&shioned in all things, is still the stronghold of that old- 

&shiQaed virtue, loyalty to its sovereign ; and, besides sharing in the horrors 

and glory of the war in support of the legitimate monarch, which had its rise 

in La Vend^, was the seat of a hard-fought contest of its own, called La 

Chomnneriet from the cry, " chou, chou," in imitation of the night-owl, the 

signal for onset among the Breton peasantry, originally employed as a sign by 

smn^lers in their nocturnal expeditions. Memorials or recollections of these 

struggles will be encountered by the traveller at every step. 

9. Those who desire full information respecting the antiquities, customs, 
legends, and poetry of the Bretons should read Soiwestre^s excellent works, ' Les 
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Derniers Bretons' and the * Foyers Bretons/ and F/emirwUh*s * Finistcre 
and Morbihan.' For its churches and Druidic remains consult Meriine\ 
* Notes d'un Voyage dans TOuest de la France ;' for its history, J)ani: Louth's 
' Traveller in Western France,* and VUlemarques * QhansoxiS Populaires de la 
Bretagne,* will repay the perusal, Joannes's *Itineraire de la Bretagne,' 
published 1867, affords many details and useful information which our limits 
will not permit of insertion. Mrs. Palliser's * At Home with the Bretons * is 
the latest work on the country. 

10. Skeleton Tour of Brittamj. 

Brittany is accessible to travellers from England, by steamers <?ither direct 
from Southampton to St. Malo, a very good starting-point, or from South- 
ampton to Havre or Cherbourg, and thence by land throogh Normandy, or 
by steamer to Moi*laix. 

The traveller coming from Paris may commence his tour at Eennes. but the 
capital of Brittany possesses few of the characteristic features of the province. 



*Dol. 
♦St. Malo. 
*Dinan. 
*St. Brieuc. 

iLanleff. 
Paimpol. 
Treguier. 
•Morlaix. 
St. Pol de Ldon, 
liC Folgoet. 
St. Thegonnec. 
' Landivisiau. 
La Roche Maurice. 
*Landerneau. 
♦Brest — dockyard. 
The Sea Grotto of Crozon. 



Polnte St ^latthicu. 
♦Chftteaulin (by water). 

Carhaix. 
•Qnimper. 

[Pointe du Raz, Penmarch.] 
♦Quimperle. 
♦Lorient — dockyard. 
♦Auray. 

Carnac and Lokmariaker. 

[Peninsula of Rhuys.] 
* Vannes. 
♦Redon. 

Josselin. 
♦Napole'onville .(Pontivy ). 

La Roche Bernard. 
♦Nantes. 



All the large towns can be now visited by rly., but to see Brittany in 
its peculiar features the tourist must diverge from the hi^fhways, so as to 
include all the places in the above list, and to include particularly Josselin, 
Ploermel, Napoleonville, Carhaix, Huelgoet, and Le Faouet. The places 
marked by an ♦ are upon rly. lines, from which there are public conveyances 
to most 01 the others. 

1 1 , Accommodation for Travellers. Brittany is accessible from England at 
little expense, and travelling in it, including Inns, is moderate. In the large 
towns, tney are good; while even in spots remote from the high roads the 
fare and the accommodation have improved of late years. The people are civil, 
and seem to be less dirty th?in formerly ; still much is wanting in most of the 
inns to render them even tolerable for English ladies. The state of private 
conveniences in the W. of Prance is a disgrace to the landlonte of inns^ and 
cannot be too often pointed out, with a view to an amendment. 

Fishing. — The Rivers of Brittany, though no longer unvisited by anglers, 
will still afford good sport for trout and salmon. The best efcreams are the 
JBlavet in its upper and lower course, accessible from Guingamp, Bourforiac, 
St. Nicholas de Salem (.Toanne*s /nw), Carhaix, and the Canal de Brest ; 
Belle Isle en Terre on the Gnier ; The Trieux near Pontrieux. 

Travelling Map. That published by Auguste Logerot, Quai des Augnsti&s, 
3 frs. in case, may be had at Nantes or Kennes. It is not vety correct in its 
details. 



BeittanV. 



Roule 33. — Meudon — Sevi'eSi 



121 



HOUTE 33. 

PA^IS TO VERSAILLES. 

From Paris to Tersailles thertf are 

. 2 railroads, one on the I., the other on 

the rt. bank of the Sfeine. The 1. bank 

railway is continned from Versailles to 

Chartres and Le Mans* (Rte. 34.) 

a. Chemm de far, Jiiue Gaitche^ 16f 
kilom. = 11^ Eng. m. Terminus, 
Boulevard Montparnasse, 44. Time 
employed 36 minutes. 

Before issuing beyond the line of the 
ew fortifications Grenelle and Vaugi- 
rard are seen on the rt, now forming 
considerable manufactnring centres ; 
and on the 1. Montrouge, where are 
numerous quarries of building-stone. 

Beyond the fortifications the rly. 
passes between the detached forts of 
Vanvres and Issy, a village whose name 
is fancifully derived from a temple of 
Isis! In the Chateau Fenelon was 
interrogated by a council of bishops, 
styled the Conference of Issy, on cer- 
tain points of doctrine ; and here Car- 
dinal de Fleury died, 1745. 

rt. Vaiwres, The Chateau, formerly 
the property of the Gondes, built by 
Mansard for the Due de Bourbon, 
now belongs to the College du Prince 
Imperial for young bovs. 

rt. Clamart Stat. The village, half hid 
among the trees, on the 1., was the 
country retreat of La Fontaine, of the 
Abbe Delille, who wrote here his poem 
* L'Imagination,' and of Condorcet. 

Emerging from a deep cutting, we 
traverse on a lofty viaduct (Pont du 
Val) of 2 ranges of arches 108 ft. high, 
the pretty Val Fleury, commanding a 
view of the chd.teau of Meudon on 
the 1., while the Seine is perceived on 
the rt. 

5^ m. Meudon Stat. A little on the 
1. lies the village of 5417 Inhab. tlabe* 
lais was cure of Meudon, 1560. 

The Chdteau, belonging to the Crown, 
approached by a fine avenue of 4 rows 
•of lime-trees, was built by the Grand 

IFrance, 1873.] 



Dauphin, son of Lotris XIV., who 
died in it, from designs of Mansard, 
1699, by the side of an older chftteau 
now destroyed, the work of Phili- 
bert Delorme, which the widow of the 
minister Louvois sold to Louis XIV. 
During the Revolution the Comitd du 
Saint Public conTerted it into a factory 
for inventing and perfecting warlike 
engines, and surrounded it with a per- 
manent camp to keep out spies. The 
chdrteau was fitted up for Marie Louise 
by Napoleon, 1812, but- reduced to a 
heap of ruins during the bombard- 
ment of Paris in. 1871. The best 
things about it are its situation and 
its gardens laid out by Le Ndtre, but 
rearranged on a more modem plan, 
The view from the terrace is very 
fine. 

The ForH de Meudon is a favourite 
holiday resort of the Parisians. Near 
this Stat the fatal accident occurred on 
this rly.. May 1842, when, by the frac- 
ture of the axle of a locomotive, several 
of the foremost carriages of a long 
train were crushed, thrown upon the 
engine, and set on fire, and more than 
100 persons were burnt, amongst them 
Admiral Dumontd'Urville, the eminent 
circumnavigator. An expiatory chapel, 
dedicated to Notre Dame des Flammes, 
has been erected on the spot where this 
catastrophe occurred. Another cuttfng 
succeeds before reaching 

Beilevue Stat., named froui a villa 
built 1750 to please Madame de Pom- 
padour, but pulled down in part during 
the Revolution. There are many hand- 
some country residences here* and it 
commands a lovely view of the valley 
of the Seine* with Paris in the distance. 

rt. SevresStBt., contiguous to Belleyue. 

Sevres (Pop. 6754), situated on the 
I. bank of the river, 6 m. distant 
from Paris, between 2 hills, the hill of 
Mendon on the 1. and that of St. Cloud 
on the rt., along whose slopes the 
2 railways to Versailles are carried. 
S^yres, like Faenza and Delft, gives its 
name to the china made in it, and for 
which it is principally known. The 
old manufactory was in a large build- 
ing) erected in 1 755, when the works 
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If ere tr!insfei*rcd from Vincenneg, and 
purchased by Louis XV. It is now 
removed into a magnificent edifice near 
the bridge,, and belongs to the State. 
Admission to see it is given by the 
directenr, M. Regnault, a distinguished 
chemist, to whose scientific researches 
the manufacture owes much of its 
present perfection. Besides the show- 
rooms filled with objects for sale, there 
is a very complete and curious Porce- 
lain Museum (Musee C&amique\ consist- 
iug of clay, earthenware, and china of 
all countries and periods, from the 
oldest Greek and Etruscan vases down 
to the most recent productions of the 
nations of Europe and Asia, China, 
Japan, and the East Indies, and of 
many of the rude tribes of America. 
Here is a series of all the objects made 
in the establishment since its com- 
mencement, marking the change of 
fashion and forms : also the various 
materials, earths, calces, colouring mat- 
ters used in the manufacture. The 
Kaolin, or white clay, comes from St. 
Yrieix near Limoges. The paintings 
are very remarkable from the talents 
of the artists employed (among whom 
Madame Jacotot and M. Constantin 
rank highest), and the skill displayed 
in the burning of the colours gives an 
equal pre-emmence to Sevres ware. 
Several pictures by ancient and modern 
masters have been copied in the size 
of the originals ; some were painted on 
the china tablet in Italy and sent over 
to Sevres to be burnt, and again sent 
abroad to be retouched. The manvr 
facture of painted glass has been revived 
and brought to considerable perfection 
here. 

The park of St. Cloud reaches as far 
as Sevres ; there are 2 entrances to it 
from the town. 

The high road, and the Ckemin de 
fei'y rive droite, now run parallel and 
within a short distance of our line on rt. 

A deep cutting through part of the 
crown forests leads to 

CluxviUe Stat., so called from a vil- 
lage on the 1. 

Vi/vflay Slat. 1. Illy, to Chartres 
diverges here on rt. 

V^iBaillos Stat, (in the Avenue de 
la Mairie). — See Handbook of Paris, 



b. Chemin de Per, Hicc l)roitc. Ter- 
minus in Paris, 120 Rue St. Lazare,the 
same as the St. Germain and Rouen 
railways, and the 3 railways use the 
same line of rails as far as Asnieres. 
Time in going 35 to 45 minutes. 

After crossing the Seine by the Pont 
d' Asnieres at the Stat, beyond Clichy, 
this rly. turns to the 1. out of the 
St. Germain line (See Rte. 9) to 

Courbevoie Stat., whose large barrack, 
built by Louis XV., is seen on the 1., 
and beyond it the Arc de TEtoile. 

Puteaux Stat. A fine view is ob- 
tained of Paris and the Seine from this 
part of the line, while skirting the W. 
flanks of Mont Valerien. 

Suremes Btat. 

8t, Cloud Stat.; for description of 
which, its ruined chftteau, park, &c., see 
Handbook of Paris, 

The railway is carried under a part 
of the park of St. Cloud by a Tunnel 
I&50ft. long. 

Sevres Stat. Both railways have 
stations here, but at some distance 
from the town, as well as at 

Viroflay Stat. 

rt. The village of Montreuil was the 
birthplace of General Hoche, who 
commenced life as an under git>om in 
the royal stables, and rose to be com- 
mander of the army of the Moselle. 

Versailles Stat., Rue Dnplessis, Bou- 
levard de la Reine.-*See Handbook of 
Paris, 
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paris to chartres and r£nn£s 
(railway). 

Pari?. Kfl. Miles. 

Versailles 18 . . 11 

Ramboiiillet .... 48 .. 30 

Chartres 88 . . 5S 

Hogent le Rotrou . . . H9 . . 93 

LeMans. ..... 211 .. 131 

Laval 301 .. 187 

Vitre 336 .. 208 

Hennes 374 .. 232 

Chemn de Fer de V Guest, Terminus 
in Paris, Boulevard Montpamasse. 2 
trains daily to Rennes in 8 hours. , 8 to 
Cbartres, Le Mans, &c. 

Paris to Versailles (Rte. S3), beyond 
which 

3 m. iS'f. Cyr Junct. Stat. [Rly. to 
Dreux (Rte. 35) for Granville, &c.j 
Pop. 2308. The town is only remark- 
able for the large conventual build- 
ings converted by Napoleon 1. (1806) 
into a Military School for 300 pupils 
— a destination which it still pre- 
serves; it was originally founded by 
Loais XIV., at the suggestion of Ma- 
dame de Maintenon, as a school for 250 
young ladies of noble birth, and Man- 
sard furnished the designs for it. 
Racine's tragedies of Esther and Atha- 
lie, written for the pupils of the esta- 
blishment, were here first represented 
in the presence of the King and Ma- 
dame de Maintenon. She retired hither 
after lx>uis's death, and dying here, 
1719, was buried in the church. 
4 m. Trappes Stat. 
[2^ m. from this, near Magnyy at 
Les Hameaaxy about 8 from Ver- 
sailles, are the scanty remains of 
the once celebrated Abbaye of Port 
Koyal des Champs, destroyed by royal 
decree 1709, at the instigation of 
the Jesuits, as the headquarters of 
Jansenism, after the nuns, its tenants, 
had been subjected to cruel persecution 
in order to compel them to subscribe to 
the hull of Alexander VII. against the 
doctrines of Jansen. In 1 644 a number 
of learned men and profound divines, 
professing the same doctrines, settled 
in a fammouse near the convent, called 
J^es Granges, repairing hithef for study; 
and here composed those works which, 
as ** they were published anony- 



[monsly, are known by the name of 
their place of residence. Arnauld, 
Nicole, are among the Messieurs de 
Port-Royal, — an appellation so glorious 
in the 17th cent."— ^a/^aw. Boilean 
and Pascal were their friends, and 
Racine, who wrote their history, their 
pupil. 

" He whose journey lies from Ver- 
sailles to Chevreuse will soon find him- 
self at the brow of a steep cleft or 
hollow, intersecting the monotonous 
plain across which he has been passing. 
The brook which winds through the 
verdant meadows beneath him reflects 
the dovecot (Colombier) rising from 
its banks, with the fartnhouse, a solitary 
decayed tower, the forest-trees, and in- 
numerable shrubs and creepers which 
clothe the slopes of the valley. France 
has many a lovelier prospect, though 
this is not without its beauty, and many 
a field of more heart-stirring interest; 
though this, too, has been ennobled by- 
heroic daring ; but through the length 
and breadth of that land of chivalry and 
of song, the traveller will in vain seek a 
spot so sacred to genius, to piety, and to 
virtue. The round tower of the dove- 
cot and the bases of the piers of the 
abbey chapel are all which remain of 
the once crowded monastery of Port- 
Royal. In those woods Racine first 
learned the language— the universal 
language— of poetry. Under the roof 
of that humble farmhouse, Pascal, Ar- 
nauld, Nicole, De Sacy, and Tillemont 
meditated those works which, as long 
as civilization and Christianity sur- 
vive, will retain their hold on the 
gratitude and reverence of mankind. 
There were given innumerable proofs 
of the graceful good-humour of Henri 
IV. ^ To this seclusion retired the 
heroine of the Fronde, Ann G^ne'- 
vi^ve, Duchess of Longueville, to seek 
the peace the world could not give. 
Madame de Sevign^ discovered here a 
place * tout propre a inspirer le d^sir 
de faire son salut.' From Versailles 
there came hither to worship God 
many a courtier and many a beauty, 
heartbroken or jaded with the very 
vanityof vanities— the idolatry of their 
fellow-mortals. Survey French society 
in the 17th cent, from what aspect you 
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will, it matters not, at Port-Royal will 
be found the most illustrious examples 
of whatever imparted to that motley 
assemblage any real dignity or per- 
manent regard. Even to the mere 
antiquary it was not without a lively 
interest." — Steplienj} 

[The magnificent Chateau de Dam- 
pierrey of red brick, in the lovely vale of 
Chevreuse, built from Mansard's design, 
was partly destroyed at the Revolution, 
but has been restored by its owner, the 
Due de Luynes, one of the most intel> 
lectual, talented, and respected of the 
old French aristocracy. It has been 
adorned with paintings by Ingres, and 
with sculptures by Simart. It contains 
a silver statue, life size, of Louis XIII«, 
and is surrounded by gardens beau- 
tifully laid out. The well-timbered 
park has an area of 2000 acres. The 
valley is one of the prettiest spots in 
the vicinity of Paris.] 

3 m. Za Verriere Stat. 
6 m. Le Perray Stat. 

4 m. Bambonillot Stat., a dull town 
of 4228 luhab., remarkable only for 
its Chateau, long the residence of the 
kings of France, down to the time 
of Charles X., who, after the July 
revolution, here signed his abdication 
of the French throne, Aug. 2, 1830. 
It is a gloomy and ugly pile of red 
brick, with 5 flanking towers of stone, 
destitute of interest beyond what it 
may derive from its history. A cham- 
ber is shown in the great round tower 
where Francis I. died in 1547. The 
park and extensive Ibrest adjoining 
were the favourite sporting-ground of 
Charles X. The ch&teau was converted 
by Napoleon III., in 1852, into a place 
of education for officers' daughters* 

The rly. continues along a fertile 
plain, and then descends into the 
valley of the Guesle, following its sinu- 
osities, as far as 

8 m. Epernon Stat. 

The name of this town was changed 
from Autrist to Epernon by Henry 
III., who erected it and the district 
around into a duchy for his favourite 
Nogaret. It retains portions of its old 
walls and towers, and is prettily 
situated on the banks of the Guesle, 
tuider a commanding rock. 



5 m. Maintenxm Stat, is situated be- 
tween the ruined aqueduct of Louis 
XIV. (see below) and the imposing 
modem rly. viaduct of 32 arches, 65 ft. 
high, raised on li^ht piers. The Chateau 
was given by Louis XIV., with the estate 
and title of Marquise de Maintenon, to 
Frangoise d* Aubign^, widow of Scarron, 
at the time when the king made her 
his wife. Their marriage is said to 
have been celebrated in the chapel of 
the castle by the Pere la Chaise in the 
presence of Harlay and Louvois, 1685, 
she being 50 years old and Louis 47. 
The Castle stands on the river-side, and 
belongs to the Due de Noailles, by ^ 
whom it has been restored. The round 
towers and chapel are parts of the ori- 
ginal structure raised by Cocquereau, 
treasurer to Louis XI. and Charles 
VIII. The bedroom of Mad. de Main- 
tenon is shown. 

From the rly. there is an excellent 
view of the imposing ruins of the 
Aqueduct y constructed 1 684-88, by Louis 
XIV., to convey the waters of the Eure . 
from Pont Gouin to Versailles, but 
afterwards abandoned for the hydraulic 
works at Marly. 

" As Louis had committed the blun- 
der of building in a place without 
water, he proposed to remedy his 
mistake by conveying the river eight 
leagues, by a new channel, to adorn 
his park. To accomplish this it was 
necessary to join two mountains at 
Maintenon, and form an aqueduct: 
40,000 troops were employed in this 
great work, and a camp formed ex- 
pressly for the purpose. From the 
unhealthiness of the work or of the 
air, a great mortality ensued; the 
dead were carried away in the night- 
time, that .their companions might 
not be discouraged: but the loss of 
many thousand lives to please the 
wanton caprice of a despot excited no 
sympathy and created no surprise. The 
war of 1688, however, interrupted the 
labour, and it was never afterwards re- 
s\xmed^"--^JjordJ,JRusseU. The aqueduct 
was partly pulled down, after a lapse of 
65years» to build the chd.teau of C5recy, 
near Dreux, for Mad. de Pompadour. 
The remains consist of 14 out of 47 
arches, 42 ft, span and 83 high. Th« 
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total length of the canal, of which this 
was to form a part, would have ex- 
ceeded 33 m. 

Diligenae to Dreux. (Rte. 35.) 
After leaving Maintenon across a 
viaduct of 32 arches we enter the 
great plain called La Beauce, com- 
prising Eome of the finest com^land 
in France. In the early summer it 
is an uninterrupted ocean of waving 
corn as far as the eye can reach — ^with- 
out hedges, little varied by trees or 
houses. ** In crossing this monoto- 
nous plain I was much struck with the 
number of churches. I counted at one 
time about 13, yet the villages are 
neither numerous nor large." — P, H, 

Bather more than 1 m. from Cfaartres 
the river Eure is crossed on a viadnct of 
1 1 arches. The twin steeples of Char- 
tres are conspicuous a long way off. * 

5 m. J(my Stat. 

6 m. Chabtres Junct. Stat. (Buffet). 
(^fnns: H. de France ; H. du Due de 
Ohartres, good and clean, excellent 
cuisine ; Poste* or Grand Monarque.) 

This city of 19,531 Inhab., on the 
site of Aiitriciim (Civitas Camutum), 
once capital of the province of La 
Beauce, now of the Dept. d'Eure et 
Loir, is situated ou a slope, at the 
bottom of which runs the Eure, wash- 
ing the only remaining portion of the 
old fortifications and one of the city 
gates, the picturesque Forte Guillaume; 
the other gates have been pulled down, 
the ramparts levelled into public walks, 
and the town thrown open. Chartres is 
remarkable in a commercial point of 
view for one of the largest corn-markets 
in France, held every Saturday, where 
the produce of the Beauce is disposed 
of; and for its 

** Cathedral of Notre Dame, one of the 

most magnificent and strongly built in 

Europe, conspicuous far and near, with 

its two tall but unequal bell-towers and 

spires surmounting the hill on which the 

city stands. Among its most striking 

and interesting features, after its vast 

dimensions and elegaut proportions, are 

its 2 rich and singular lateral portals, 

its painted glass, scarcely equalled in 

France, and its 3 rose-windows. 

The Crypt, running under the whole 
extent of th^ cUoir aisles, seems to be 



the only part remaining of the first ch., 
destroyed by fire 1020. Bp. Fulbert 
commenced the work anew. He was 
aided in his pious foundation by gifts 
from the kings of England, trance, 
and Denmark, and a great body of 
people came over from Rouen to work 
at it, encamping in tents around while 
it was in progress. The works were 
continued by his successors at long 
intervals. In 1194 a second fire de- 
stroyed the building except S.W. tower 
and spire (^1145). This edifice appears 
to have been destroyed by fire in 1196. 
The ch,, as it exists, was not dedicated 
until 1260, and the greater portion of 
it may safely be referred to the 13th 
cent. The elegant crocketed N. spire 
raised in 1514, partly at the expense 
of Louis XII., by Jean Texier, an archi- 
tect of the Beauce : it is 371 ft. high, 
and the upper part of beautifully light 
and delicately executed work, the lower 
3 stages of the tower being of the old 
build. It is well worth ascending for 
the view, not only of the surrounding 
country, but of the Cathedral itself. 
The S.W. Tower and Spire are consi- 
dered the finest of their period in 
France, The whole steeple is 339 § ft. 
high, without the cross. In the W. front, 
which is simple in its style, we have to 
remark the triple portal of pointed 
arches ; that in the centre, called Forte 
Boyale, supported and flanked by statues 
of royal saints. These are attenuated 
figures with formal plaited drapery, 
characteristic of the Byzantine sculp- 
ture of the 12th cent. Above the 
door is the image of Christ in an oval, 
with the symbols of the 4 Evangelists, 
as designated in the vision of Eze- 
kiel, around. Below these are the 14 
Prophets, and in the arches above the 
24 Elders of the Apocalypse, playing 
on musical instruments. The sculp- 
tures of the right-hand portal relate 
to the life of the Virgin, and in that of 
the 1. is seen Christ, surrounded by 
angels, with the signs of the zodiac, and 
the agricultural labours of the twelve 
months of the year. 

Far finer are the 'two entrances on 
the N. and S. sides, consisting of triple 
projecting Gothic porticoes (something 
like the W. end of Peterborough ca- 
thedral), resting on piers, or bundles 
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of pillars, with side openings between XIII,, not consistent with the character 
them. The stately statues wbicb line | of the building. The outside of the 
the sides and vaults are in a superior screen, which separates the choir from 
style of art, and of a later date (13th ' its aisles, is omannented with a series 
cent.) than those of the W. front ; the of very remarkable Gothic sculptures. 



whole of these statues and porches were 
painted and gilded. 

The interior is of such consistent 



tor, at first sight, to their full extent ; 
its length is 422 ft, and the height to 
the under side of the vault 106 ft. The 
style throughout nave and choir is the 
vigorous early Gothic. In the centre 
of the nave a maze or labyrinth, of in- 
tricate circles, called La Juieue, from its 
supposed length, is marked on the 



pavement in coloured stone : to follow 

It through its windings (967 ft. long), | the junction of choir and apse ; 

saying prayers at certain stations, was central tower was never carried 



each representing an event in the life 
of Christ or the Virgin Mary, in 45 
compartments surrounded with elabo- 
vastuess in all its parts, that its dimen- , rate tracery and tabernacle work ; they 
sions do not perhaps strike the specta- [ were begun 1514, and continued down 

to the middle of the 17th cent., and 
are interesting as some of the final ef- 
forts of Gothic art. The execution has 
been compared to ** point lace in stone ; 
some of the sculptured threads are not 
thicker than the blade of a penknife.'* 
*'Four towers were started, but never 
finished, at the 4 angles of the transepts ; 
2 other towers remain unfinished at 

the 
up. 
probably at one time a penitential ex- Thus there would have been 9 towers 
ercise. The ch. possesses a perfect and spires, according to the original 
treasure of Painted Glass, more than design.'' — 1>. T» 

130 windows bein^ completely filled, ! In the choir of Chartres cathedral 
and a few only bein^ destitute of this ' Henri IV. was crowned, 1594 ; Reims, 
splendid ornamentation. They date, the usual scene of th» royal corona- 
for the most part, from the 13ih cent. ; tion, being at the time in the hands 
but the glass of the 3 old W. windows, j of the Leaguers. The ceremony was 
one of which contains a Tree of Jesse, performed by the bishop of the dio- 
is of the 12th cent. The 3 rose windows I cese, and, as the " Sainte Ampoulle " 
at the end of the nave and transepts are ' was not to be got at, a vial of holy oil, 
remarkable for their size, 30 or 40 ft. I said to have been given by an angel to 
diameter,and their complicated tracery J St Martin of Tours, to cure a bruise. 
The W. window is considered a chef- was brought in procession from the 
d'ceavre, and was sketched by Villars ! Abbey of Marmoutiers, and with this 
de Honnecourt, architect, in the 13th ' the king was anointed. This cathedral 
cent. The windows, both in nave and j narrowly escaped destruction by fire in 
choir, illustrate subjects from the Bible, , 1836 : fortunately the roof and interior 
or legends of saints; in the lower com- of the towers were alone consumed, 
partments are seen representations ofj "The origin and splendour of this 
various trades — shoemakers, basket- 1 cathedral are owing to the circum- 
makers, &c. — ^showing that their guilds stance that it was the earliest and chief 
or corporations were probably the church in France dedicated to the 
donors. Virgin, and thus the object of vast pil- 

Attached to the E. end is a chapel grimages. The sacred image, supposed 
dedicated to St. Piat, of an oblong to date from the time when this place 



an 
form of 2 storeys ; it was founded in 
1349, and is fianked by 2 round towers 
on the outside. The Sacristy is of the 
same period. 

The choir has double aisles and a 
semicircular E. end ; in the inside 8 
marble bas-reliefs, of Scriptural sub^ 
jects, are inserted, and behind the 
high altar is a huge marble sculp- 
ture, ip tlic tast^ of the tioic pf Louis 



was the centre of the Druidic worship, 
as described by Csesar, stood in the 
crypt. It was burned and the crypt 
sacked in 1793. The church still con- 
tains the relic of the Sacra Camisia^ 
given by Charles le Cbauve ; and the 
celebrated black image of the 12th 
cent, in the N. aisle, after having been 
crowned with a bonnet rouge during the 
Revolutions is now {is R^u^h v^n object 
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of adoratioa as ever. A full account 
of every window will be found in the 
elaborate History of the Cathedral by 
the Abb^ Bulteau» price 4J francs." — 
A, P. iS'. 

The roof of iron and copper, erected 
after the fire of 1836, is skilfully con- 
stracted and light. 

The sacristan lives opposite the K. 
portal, and will show the crypt — in 
which there is an image also much 
venerated, and several chapels — the 
roof and tower (fee I fr.). 

After exploring this noble edifice, 
the traveller will probably have little 
desire to look at inferior churches. 

The CJi. of St, Fierre, in the lower 
town, contiguous to a huge caserne, 
once a convent, and not far from 
the river, although very inferior 
to the cathedral, presents a re- 
markable E. end, filled with rich 
painted glass, end of 1 3th cent. The 
ch., which has no aisles but 3 £. 
chapels, is of beginning of 13th cent., 
and remarkable for lightness of con« 
struction. The lantern character is 
increased by the triforium, running 
all round the choir, being open and 
glazed. The choir, though pointed, 
must be very early in the style, the 
piers having a Uomanesqae character ; 
the nave slightly different, and appa- 
rently later, yet retains the transition 
appearance in its columns. Its trifo- 
nam is a row of trefoil-headed arches, 
supported on pilasters. In the chapel 
of the apse are 12 panels of the finest 
Limoges enamel by Leonard Zintowin, 
bipught from the Ch&teau of Ane^ 
which belonged to Diane de Poitiers. 
Undoubted remains of polychromatic 
decoration may be seen on the walls and 
pillars. 

St, Andre (oirc. 1108), also near the 
river, and now filled with straw and 
hay, is interesting to the student of 
architecture as an early, plain, and 
severe example of the Pointed style. 
In the W. fa9ade a circular-headed door- 
way is surmounted by a triplet of lancet 
windows, and these by a bold rose- win- 
dow. The piers supporting the arches 
of the nave are cylindrical, marking the 
transition from Romanesque to Gothic. 
A curious crypt extends from the S. 



aisle down to the river, and below its 
level. 

St, Aignan, a late ch., with a wooden 
wagon-ceiling, has some fine glass. 

The very ancient Ck, of St, Martin au 
Val (11th and 12th cent.), now chapel 
of the Hospital of St. Brice, has a crypt 
containing remains of work of the 6th 
cent. 

An Obelisk has been set up in the 
Marche aux Herbes, now called Flace 
Marceau, to record that Marceau was 
a native of Chartres, — "Soldat k 16 
ans. General 2l 23 ; il mourut a 27." 
The original inscription inentioned his 
exploits in destroying the rebel Ven- 
'deans at Le Mans and Laval. A statue 
has been erected to him near the Porte 
des Epars. The revolutionary leader 
Petion was also born here. 

The Com Market on Saturdays is ex- 
ceedingly well regulated ; business is 
transacted for ready money, and is 
usually over in } hour. The measuring 
and selling of the grain, and receiving 
payment for it, are managed 'by a cor- 
poration of women* of long standing, 
remarkable for their integrity, and 
implicitly trusted by the owners. The 
town seems thriving, and the shops 
unusually good. 

There are a public Library of 30,000 
volumes and a Museum here. 

Of the 7 gates of mediseval Chartres 
only that of St. Guillaume remains, a 
good specimen of the military archi- 
tecture of the 14th cent. 

JRly. to Orleans (Rte. 49). 

The journey f^om Chartres is con- 
tinued through the plain of La Beance, 
passing by 

7 m. St, Luperce Stat. 

4 m. CourviUe Stat. 

[4 m. S. of Courville is the Ch&teau 
de Viiiebon, where Sully, the great 
minister of Henri IV., died. It is a 
square brick bailding, with towers at 
the angles, and not many years ago re- 
tained its ancient fumitare, even to the 
bed on which the minister expired. 
In a hall on the 1st floor are views 
of the different ch&teaux possessed by 
the Sully family.*] 

Beyond Courville the rly. leaves I41 
Beauce to enter the province of La 
Perche, passing by 
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5 m. Pontgouin Stat, near whieh 
is a Celtic monument called La Pierre 
Platte. 

6 m. La Loupe Stat. 

7 m. Brctoncelles Stat. 
. 5 m. Conde Stat. 

5 m. Nogent ' le ' Rotrou Stat, (^rnn: 
H. da Dauphin, good), a town of 7006 
Inhab., contains a ruined Castle of the 
Comtes de Perche, once the residence 
of Sully, and his Monument in the 
court near the chapel of the ITdtel Dieu 
founded by him ; his arms are over 
the entrance. On it are the marble 
statues of himself and his wife by 
Boudin, 1642, and a long inscription 
at the back ; it escaped the fury of the 
Revolution, but the grave itself was 
violated, and the ashes scattered to the 
winds. The word Nogent is an ab- 
breviation of the Latin Novigentium ; 
Rotrou was the name of a count of 
Perche. The river produces crawfish 
in great abundance. The railroad fol- 
lows the Huisne from Nogent to Le 
Mans. 

6 m. Ztf Then Stat. 

8 m. La Fert4-Bemard Stat, is a pret- 
tily situated town in the D^pt. de la 
Sarthe; 2719 Inhab. The Parish Ch., 
i\r. D. des Maraia, is an interesting 
Gothic building, end of 16th cent, hav- 
ing a richly sculptured outer gallery, 
with the inscription *^Salve Regina," 
and 3 chapels, from the vaulted roofs 
of which hang stone pendants. There 
is some good painted glass. The Gothic 
Ch, of St, Hilaire is of the 16th cent. 
One of the town gates has been con- 
verted into an Hotel de Ville, 

6 m. Sceaux Stat. 

5 m. Connerrd" Stat. 1 m. from here, 

near the village of Duncan, is a lar^e 

Dolmen or Druidic monument of rude 

stone slabs, like Kits Goity House in 

•Kent. (§4.) 

7 m. -S'*. Mars-la^Brttyere indicates 
by its nanie the desolate sandy heaths 
in the midst of which it is situated. 

3 m. Yvre LevSque Stat. Near here 
are some ruins of the Abhaye of Epau, 
founded in 1229 bjr Queen Beren- 
garia, widow of Richard CoBur-de- 
Lion, who was buried in its ch. 
Her tomb has been transferred to the 
Cathedral of Le Mans, 



5 m. Le Vans Junct. Stat (Buffet). 
(Inns : H. de la Boule d'Or, best ; H. 
de France repaired, new management), 
once capital of the province of Le Haut 
Maine, now chief town of the D^pt. de 
la Sarthe, is situated on the 1. bank of 
the river Sarthe, a little above the junc- 
tion of the Huisne, and contains 37,269 
Inhab. It is a most picturesque and in- 
teresting place, from the marks of age 
it bears about it, its walls, its churches, 
and its active industry at present 

The principal edifice is the *Cathe' 
draly dedicated to St. Julien, which is 
well deserving of attention. It is in two 
stjrles; the nave, originally covered 
with a wooden roof, Romanesque, 
though with pointed arches, dates 
from the 12th cent., but its side 
aisles and walls, and the plain W. 
front, are not later than the 11th, and 
the arcade under the aisle windows is 
of the 1 0th and 11th. Indeed, the outer 
masonry of the side walls, resemblin<^ 
Roman construction, is probably part 
of the original church, founded in the 
8th or 9th cent Above the W. round- 
headed door are portions of reticulated 
masonry, and an ancient bust of a king 
or bishop ; on each side are figures 
supposed to represent the signs of the 
zodiac, Gaprioomus and Sagittarius. 
On the S. tide is a richly-carved Ro- 
manesque doonvay (I2th cent.), a i*ound 
arch preceded by a pointed porch, 
flanked by statues of kmgs and saints, 
resembling the W. door at Ghartres, 
and with angels in the vault. It is 
unfortunately much mutilated. Within, 
it is 390 ft. long and the choir 104 ft. 
high. 

The Choir is a beautiful productiou 
of the 1.3th c^nt, beginning 1220, the 

reriod of perfection in Pointed Gothic, 
t is surrounded by double aisles and 
by 12 chapels, restored in 1868, when 
the Lady Ghapel was scraped of its 
whitewash, and remains of paintings 
discovered, <*This choir is quite the 
finest thing of its period in France, not 
excepting its rival Bourges, and the 
walk round the inner aisle unmatched. 
It covers a larger area than all the rest of 
the building. Among other excellences^ 
the circular piers between the aisles 
give that ch{^ractQr qf simple and so]i4 
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grandeur irithout which idie rest might 
have looked too light and airy. The 
great beauty of the IHformm should be 
noticed. The windows are filled with 
painted glass^ little inferior to that of 
Chartres, except in preservation. In the 
transept is a fine rose-window» together 
with much stained glass of tl^ 14th or 
15th cent», a date rather more modem 
than that of the choir."— 2). T, 

In the S. transept is the monument 
of Berengaria of ' Sicily, queen of 
Bichard CoBur-de-Lion, brought from 
the abbey of Epau, but much de&ced. 
In the N. transept are the monuments 
of Charles of Anjou, 1474 ; and of 
Lfuagey du BelUi^, a soldier and a 
writer in the reigns of Francis I. 
and Henri II. The last is attributed to 
Gennain Pilon ; its arabesques and bas- 
reliefs are worthy of notice. See a mo* 
dem monument to fip. Bouvier, 1858. 

An undressed block of silicioos sand- 
stone, standing on end, has been built 
into the outer wall of the eatbedral ; it 
is supposed to be of Druidic origin. 

The Church of Notre Dame du Pre, in 
a suburb beyond the riTer, is of the 
middle of the llth cent., and has, 
under the ancient open wooden roof of 
the nave, a vault of the 14th cent, like 
that in the nave of the cathedral. The 
floor of the choir and apse is raised* and 
under it is a pretty chapel of 3 usles. 

Notre Dame de la Coutvre (de culturi 
Dei) has a nave of 12th cent, without 
aisles as in churches of Angers and in 
the South. The vaulting is domical ; has 
a very old choir, supposed to have 
been begun about 990 ; both arches 
and vaulting are rotmd and of rude 
construction; under the choir is a 
chapel as in Notre Dame du Px^. It 
has a very elegant portal, adorned 
vrith sculptures of the Last Judgment. 
The conventual buildings to which 
it was originally attached are now the 
J^r^'eeture^ but contain besides the lA- 
br^iry (with 60,000 vols, and some in- 
teresting MSS.), and a Museum^ devoted 
-to natural history^ to Aomdm antiqni^ 
ties 6>uiid in the neighbburhodd, and to 
pa-intings o^ an inferior order, but pos- 
ta&asxa^ ohe curiosity at least, viz. a full- 
length portrait of Geoffrey Plantagenet^ 
Oouut of i)njon and Maine, father of 



Henry II., enamelled on copper, 25 in. 
by 13, 12th cent.,* a very early speci- 
men of that class of art : it was ori- 
ginally attached to his tomb in the 
cathedral, destroyed 1799 ; o&s. also 
an interior by Rokes (or Zorg) 1621-82, 
a pupil of D. Teniers. Amongst the 
series of jnedallions are some very fine 
specimens, obs, a bronze piece pre- 
sented by the city of Lyons to Louis 
XII., 1499, a gold ditto with bust of 
Henry II., &c. There are also some 
good arras and mediteval 'metal work. 

St, Fierre is supposed to be the 
oldest church here, that is to say, the 
lower part of its walls. 

The Seminaire, originally the Abbaye 
de St. Vincent, has a noble ia^ade and 
a fine staircase. There is a handsome 
theatre behind the Promenade des 
Jacobins, 6n the site of a suppressed 
Dominican convent. 

Many specimens of mediaeval domestic 
architecture remained here until lately, 
but are fast disappearing, and the town 
is becoming modem and commonplace. 
There are still some old houses in Rue 
de rHdp&teau; in the narrow Grande 
Hue, Nos. 7, 9, 18, 21, and 11, deserve 
attention; the last is known as the 
house of Queen Berengaria, but ap^ars 
not to be older than the 1 5th century. 
That called the Grahatais, near la Place 
du Chateau, is an interesting specimen 
of domestic architecture : it formed a 
retreat for the sick canons of the cathe- 
dral. 

The house of Searron, husband of 
Mad. die Maintenon, who was an ho- 
norary canon, is pointed out near the 
cathedral. 

The Romans settled here early : in 
the 4th cent, the town was called Ceno- 
manum. Excepting the foundations of 
the town walla and towers, the vestiges 
of the Roman period at Le Mans are 
not considerable : the chief are the 
remains of 3 subterranean aoueducts, 
by which the city was supplied with 
water from a distance. A portion of 
them may be seen In a cellar of the 
Rue Gonrdaitie. 

Le Mans was the birthplace of Henry 
(II.) (1 133), the first of the Plantagenet 
kings of England — a name derived 
from the sprig of broom (genet), the 
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abundant production of his native pro* 
vince, which his fiither, GeofPry, used 
to wear in his cap; alfio of Germain 
Piloa» the sculptor of the. Renaissance. 

A large trade is carried on here in 
clover-seed, which is seat in large quan- 
tities to England. Le Mans is also famed 
for poultry ; its poulardes and capons 
supply the markets of Paris. Here are 
liuen-mills and tanneries. 

Le Mans witnessed the final disper- 
sion of the Vende'an army in 1793. 
Worn out by the fatigues of a six 
months' campaign, they were here as- 
saulted by the Kepublican forces under 
Marceau. Very obstinate was the re- 
sistance made by the Royalists in the 
streets and great square of the town 
before they were finally expelled, with 
their leader, Larochejacquehn, who was 
wounded. Then ensued a fearful car- 
nage, not only of the Vendcan soldiery, 
but of their wives and children, who 
accompanied them. By the cannon- 
nades of grape and platoons of mus- 
ketry, under the orders of the commis- 
siouers of the Convention, upwards of 
10,000 pei'sons were slaughtered on 
that occasion. 

On the 10th Jan., 1871, the French, 
numbering nearly 100,00i) men under 
Chanzy, here endeavoured to make a 
stand, but after 2 days' severe fighting 
the Germans, under Prince Frederick 
Ciiarles, entered Le Mans, which be- 
came the prince's headquarters, and the 
French Armee de la Loire, disorganr 
ized and nearly destroyed, abandoned 
any further attempt to relieve Paris. 

Railways to Tours (Rte. 30), to 
Alen9on (Rte. 35), Argentan, M<^zidon, 
and Caen (Rte. 25), to Laval, Rennes, 
and W. Brittany, to Angers and Nantes 
(Rte. 46). 

There is nothing very remarkable 
between Le Mans and 

55 m. Laval Junct. Stat. (Buffet). 
{Inns: H. de France, good; H. de 
Paris ; H. de 1' Quest) ; a curious 
ancient town, chef lieu (>f the De'pt 
de la Mayenne, on the river Mayenne, 
with 27,189 Inhab. The oldest part 
consists of timber houses spoiled by 
whitewash, each storey projecting be- 
^ond that bebw i^ • but a new quarter 



has risen on the W., where the streets 
are wide and regular. On the rt. bank 
of the Mayenne, close to the old bridge, 
the Castte of the seigneurs De la Tre'- 
monille rises fi*om a basement of rock, 
on which its lofty wall is raised, flanked 
at one end by a machioolated round 
tower. It was built in the 12th cent., 
and its Chapel on round arches is per- 
haps of that date, but there are many 
later additions, and the jambs of some 
of the windows facing the inner court 
retain ornaments in the style of the 
Renaissance (IStfa or 16th cent.). It 
is now a prison. 

The Cathedral is a cruciform edifice, < 
the choir alone having aisles : the nave 
a fine work of the same type as the 
churches of Angers and Poitiers. The 
nave and choir (except the aisles and 
side chapels, additions of the 15th 
and 16th cent., in the Flambojant 
style) are not older than the 12th cent. 
The E. end is square ; the porch is a 
wretched addition of recent times. 
Under the ch. are very extensive sub- 
structions and crypts, constructed in 
consequence of tlie slope of the ground 
so as to form a platform or fonndation 
for the building. 

St. Venermid, a ch. of the 15th or 
16th cent., has sonie painted glass. 

The church in the village of Aveniferes, 
adjoining the town, built 1040, deserves 
the notice of the architect. It has ge- 
nerally all the characteristics of early 
Romanesque, yet the principal arches 
are pointed, and are perhaps the earliest 
examples in this part of France. In 
choir is surrounded by 5 chapels, and 2 
others open into the transepts. Above 
the cross rises an elegant spire of 
late Flamboyant. This ch. contains a 
miracle-working image of the Virgin. 

The Ch, de Price (? early 1 Ith cent.), 
abt. 2 m. distant on the rt. bank of 
the Mayenne, deserves a visit. Ohs: 
the intervening bands of tiles between 
the small square stones — the founders' 
tombs — the signs of the zodiac above 
the arch of the apse (13th cent.) — the 
5 sepulchral slabs forming steps to 
descend to the church. 

Laval is essentially a manufiicturing 
town, occupied in the production of 
linen and cotton tLssues and of thread 
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mode from flax. A market for the sale 
of these naanufactures is held every 
week in the ffalle aiuic) Toiler, 

Ely, to Flers open as far as &0 m. 
Mayenne (see Rte. 35a), 

Layal was the centre of the Eoyalist in- 
surrection in 1 79^ called Za Chouanneriey 
either from 4 brothers named Chouan, 
its first leaders, of the village St. Ouen 
des Toits, or from the cry of the owl, 
imitated by the salt-smugglers of this 
district as a signal to their confede- 
rates, and afte^ards adopted during 
the struggle, by the peasant guerrillas, 
to announce the enemy's approach. 

One of the most glorious victories 
of the Vendeans was gained in Oct. 
1793, a little to the S. of the town. 
Defeated iu several previous combats, 
and driven across the Loire, with a 
large Republican army in pursuit, 
their enemies believed the insurrec- 
tion extinguished. Barr^re- announced 
to the Convention in Paris : ** La Ven- 
dee was no more, the brigands are ex- 
terminated, and that a profound soli- 
tude reigned in the Bocage, covered 
with cinders afid watered with tears;" 
— but at the very time that these 
words were being uttered, Henri de 
Larochejacquelin had carried Laval 
at the point of the bayonet; then, 
turning round on his piu«uers, he 
exhorted his brave hands .to efface 
the memory of their £;>rmer defeats, 
and to fight for the preservation. 
of their wives and children who ac- 
companied them, now far from their 
homes. Lescure ijisisted on, being car- 
ried through the ranks on his death- 
litter, mortally woonded as he was» to 
encourage the Royalists by his pre- 
sence, and to share their peril and 
toil. The Vendeans, obeying the .ap- 
pealy rushed upon the enemy in close 
column, entirely routed them, and 
pursued them beyond Ch&teau Gon- 
thier, with a loss to the Republicans 
o{ 12,000 men, among whom was the 
redoubted garrison of Mayenne, and of 
19 cannon. The conflict began at !es 
Croix de Bataille, 2 m. S. of Laval. 
So precipitate and complete was the 
rout, that the remains of the Kepub- 
lican army, reduced to 12,000 men, 
were not collected aod reorganised until 



12 days had elapsed, and not before 
the^ had left the town of Angers in 
their rear. Leaving Laval, 

6 m. Le Genest Stat. 

6 m. Port Briilet Stat. Enter Brit^ 
tany=Dept. d*Ille et Vilaine. 

3 m. 8L Fierre la Cour Stat. There 
are some large coal-pits near this. 

9 m. Vitre Junct. Stat. (Pop. 8937) 
(Tntis : H. des Voyageurs, best; H. de 
Sevign^, dirty and decayed) is an in- 
teresting renmant of mediaeval times, 
with gabled and projecting storied old 
houses, irregular streets, and retaining 
the greater portion of its grand feudal 
fortiiicatdons, high and thick tpails 
flanked by machicolated towers, and 
with deep ditches. They appear not 
later in date than the 15th. century. 
On one side of them, but detached by 
a ditch, stands a venerable and pic- 
turesque Castle .of the Seigneurs de la 
Tremouille, now converted into a 
prison and foiling to decay. In. the 
court is an elegantly ornamented struc- 
ture, half Gothic, half Italian, supposed 
to have been a pulpit. At the time of 
its construction the lords of the castle 
were adherents of the Reformed faith, 
and the inscription, which may still 
be read around the console, *<post 
tenebras spero lucem," probably alludes 
to the persecutions they suffered. 

The Ch, of Metre Ihxme is in a style 
indicating the decline of Gothic art; 
on the outside Is a stone pulpit and 
canopy of the IStk cent., and vrithin 
one of the chapels hangs a framei 
containing 82 snmll enamels, probably 
from Limoges* 

The peasants of this part of Brittany 
wear, during winter, a dress of goat- 
skins with the hair turned outwards, 
which gives them a somewhat savage 
aspect, and reminds one of Robinson 
Crusoe. Branch Bly. 50 m. to Pont- 
orson and Mont St. Michel (Rte. 27) 
passing through Fougi^res (Rte. 31)* 

[About 3 m. S.E. of Vitre is the Od- 
teau des MocherSy long the residence ot 
Madame de Sevigne ; her bedroom and 
the cabinet where she wrote many of 
her charming letters are pointed out; 
there is a good portrait of her by 
Mignctrd^ but the furnitare, &c., has 
beeti altered J 
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The Vilame rirer, after which the 
department is named, rises near Vitre ; 
the rly. runs parallel to it as far as 
Rennes, crossing it at 

11 m. Chdteaubourg Stat 

2 m. beyond this the road passes close 
to a large slate-quarry excavated to a 
depth of more than 100 ft. 

3 m. Bervon Stat. 
3 m. Notjal Stat. 

7 m. Rennes Jnnct. Stat. (Buffet). 
(/Tins ; H. de France, the best, com- 
fbrtable and moderate ; H, JuUen, very 
good; la Come de Cerf.) This town, 
once capital of Brittany, now chief 
town of the Dept. d'llle et Vilaine, is 
situated at the confluence of these two 
streams, and contains 45,485 luhab. 
Here are fiew antiquities, except in the 
outer fauxbourgs; the town has an 
entirely modern aspect, arising from 
a fire which in 1720 reduced nearlv 
the whole to ashes* The public build* 
ings, of a date subsequent to this 
catastrophe, display for the most part 
the bad taste of the 18th cent. 

The modern portion of the town has' 
long streets and numerous open spaces 
or squares, with lofty houses like those 
of Paris : a great commercial activity 
is everywhere evident. Considerable 
improvements have taken place ; many 
narrow streets have been removed, and 
a bridge has beea thrown over the 
Yilaine. 

The stately Pcdaie de Justioey in the 
liandsome Place du Palais, the par- 
liament-house of the States of Brittany, 
is the most remarkable building in 
Rennes. It contains one fine large 
hall. La Salle des Pas Perdus, and seve- 
ral apartments rich in gilded ceilings 
and stucco ornaments, Cupids bearing 
festoons, &c., with roofb and panels 
painted by Jouvemt and Coijpel, It 
dates from 1618. It has been restored 
at an expense of 40,000/. 

The interior of the modem Cathedral 
*<is a very spacious, lofty, and im- 
posing JTall of Orecian architecture^ 
the principal aisle having a riehlv de- 
dorated vaulted roof, supported by 
massive and well-proportioned fluted 
Oorinthian columns. On the whole 
the effect is striking, but not at all ec- 
clesiastical.*' The ch. of 8t, Germain is 



the oldest in the city. 8t, Meiaine re- 
t^oofra Romanesque porch supported on 
engaged pillars with curiously carved 
capitals, probably of the 12th cent. 

There is a very handtome modem 
T/teatre, situated in a square, with co- 
vered arcades around, lined with shops. 

In the LyoSe or Palais de V Universite is 
a collection of pictures. As a curiosity 
may be cited a Judgment of Solomon 
painted by Kifig Ren4 of Anjau, but 
much in)ured^ faded andxlingy in hue. 
In the same buildings % collection- of 
mediffival and modem sculptures, of 
antiquities, and of geology. 

The Public Libraiy, in the HAtel de 
Ville, contains 45,000 volumes, and 
some rare MSS., among them a charter 
of Henry de Trastamare, granting cer- 
tain lands in Spain to the Ooun^table 
Duguesolin. 

The chief attractions of Rennes, how- 
ever, are its Public Walks, especially 
that called le Thdbor, planted with fine 
treeSj and commanding a pleasing view 
over the town, and valley of the 
Vilaine. A poor statue of Duguesolin 
has been set up in it. The Jardin des 
Plantes, The other walks are le Mail, 
extending to the junction of the Ille 
and Vilaine, h Motte, and le Champ de 
Mars, 

One of the old town gates, la Porte 
Mordelaise^ opposite the new cathedral, 
is preserved; the entrance is by a pointed 
arch, and the masonry includes a stone 
bearing a Roman inscription, dedicated 
by the town of Rennes (Pedonis) to the 
Emperor Gordian, no longer legible. 
Through this gate the ancient Dukeg 
of Brittany made their solemn entry 
into Rennes on their accession ; be- 
fore passing they swore to preserve 
the Catholic faith and the Ch. of Brit- 
tany, to govern wisely, and to execute 
justice ; they were then conducted into 
the ch., where, after 2 days spent in 
prayer, they were crowned with the 
golden circlet, and girt with the ducal 
sword. 

The manufactured of Rennes are sail- 
cloth, which it supplied to the French 
navy, and some table-lihen. The salted 
butter is excellent, especially that of 
Pr^valaye, large quantities of which 
aie sent to other parts of France. 
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At Esse a stapendons Dolmen, or 
AlMe converte, can be visited in a day. 

The Boche des F€es can be most con- 
veniently visited from Bennes. 

Bailaays — to Paris by Chartres; to 
Brest by St. Brienc, Gningamp, and 
Morlaix ; to Nantes, Vannes, Lorient, 
Quimper, and Brest, by Redon ; to St. 
Malo by Dol. The station is S. of the 
town, the broad Avenue de ia Gare lead« 
ing to the Pont St, Georges over the 
Yilaino and the Place du Palais. 



ROUTE 35. 

PARIS TO OBANVILLE, BY DREUX, 
LAIGLE, ARGENT AN, AND VIRE. 

KU. Miles. 

Palis to Versailles ... 18 . , 11 

Houdan 63 . . 39 

Dreux 82 . . 61 

Vemenil . ... 118 .. 73 

Laigle 141 . . 88 

Surdon JuDct. . . . 182 . .114 

Argentan 197 .. 123 

Flers 243 .. 152 

Vire 271 . . 169 

Granville 328 .. 205 

The direct line of riy. from Paris to 
Granville is now open 

As far as St. Cy r (see Btes. 33 and 34). 
From here it runs parallel to the old 
post-road, by 

10 m. Plaisii'-Grignon Stat, near which 
there is a celebrated model farm ; 

7 m. Monifori VAvnaury Stat, near 
which a rained castle ; 

1 1 m. Hmdan Stat. {Ims: H. TEcu ; 
H.le Cygne), Pop. 2051. The Gothic Ch, 
(M.H.) is handsome, but unfinished, of 
the ancient fortifications and gates of 
the town nothing remains but the 
massive i?on/on built by Count Amaury 
111.(1105-37). 

The river Eure is crossed 3 m. before 
reaching 

12 m. Dreoz Stat, omnibus from 
rly. (^Inn : H. du Paradis), a town of 
7237 Inhab., on the Blaise, a tributary 
of the Eure. It was on the plain be- 
tween the two rivers that the battle^ 
known as la Joumee de Dreux, one of 
the bloodiest in the French religious 
wars, was fbught between the Roman 



Catholics, under the Dnc de Guise, 
who was victorious, and the Huguenots, 
under the Prince de Cond^, who was 
made prisoner, 1563. 

The hill which rises above the town 
is crowned by the ruins of the Oastle of 
the Comtes de Dreux^ which was cap- 
tared with the town from the Due de 
Guise by Henri IV. ; the remains of the 
old Donjon or keep tower of brick, 
of a handsome Norman gateway, and 
of a Gothic Chapel, built 1142, still 
exist. The space within the walls is 
planted and converted into a garden, 
in the midst of which rises a modern 
Chapel, in the form of a Greek temple, 
surmounted by a cupola, erected by 
the late King Louis Philippe, when Due 
d'Orl^ans, to replace one destroyed at 
the Revolution, which was the burial* 
place of his maternal ancestors. Be- 
neath it are interred the last Duchesse de 
Penthi^vre ; the remains of the Princesse 
de Lamballe, who was massacred at 
the Revolution; the Princesse Marie 
of Wartemberg, the accomplished 
daughter of the King ; the Duke of Or- 
leans ; and the mother of Louis Philippe. 
That prepared by the king for himself 
and his virtuous queen during their 
lifetime remains still untenanted, in 
the centre of the Chapel of the Virgin. 
Also the Duchess of Bourbon-Conde', 
the mother of the Dae d'Enghien; 
and Mademoiselle de Montpensier, 
to whom there is a statue by Pra- 
die}\ Louis Philippe expended vast 
sums in adorning the edifice with the 
best productions of modern French 
schools. The entrances to the Church 
are Gothic: the dome is painted in 
fresco with the 12 Apostles. The 
painted glass and the sculptures on 
some of the tombs are good, the finest 
of all being a statue of the Angel of 
the, Resignation in a bending attitude, 
the chet-d'ceuyre of the late King's 
daughter, the Princess Marie d'Orleans 
— finer even- than her well-known 
Jeanne d'Arc. The Chapel * of the 
Virgin is enriched with carving, with 
pendants from the roof, and with painted 
windows of modern glass, boUi here 
and in the choir, representing Saints 
and religious subjects, executed at 
Sevres from the designs of /n^r(79. The 
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King built a long low range of apart- 
ments for the residence of himself and 
his family, but they have been removed. 
Around the hill are carried agreeable 
walks. Its top is surmounted by a 
tower, with a very extensive view. 

The Gothic Parish Ch. of St.J'ierre, 
(M. H.) its lower portions in the style of 
the 13th cent., the upper part and tower 
in that of the 1 5th, contains the graves 
of Botrou, a dramatist of the 13th cent., 
and of Philidor the great chess-player, 
both natives of Dreux. 

The Hotel de Vtlle, part Gothic, part 
in the revival style of the 16th cent., 
now turned into a museum, contains a 
curious chimney-piece, and a bell, cast 
in the reign of Charles IX., bearing a 
reprasentation, in relief, of the pro- 
cession of the Flambards. 

There are numerous manufactures of 
coarse cloths, serges, &o., in the arrou- 
dissement of Dreux. 

Diligences to Maintenon Stat, on the 
way to Chartres daily ; to Anet. 

[Urn. N.E. of Dreux, on the 1. bank 
of the Eure, are the scanty remains 
of the Chateau d*Anet (M. H.), built by 
Philibert Delorme for Diana of Poitiers 
out of the funds furnished by her royal 
lover Henri II., 1552, on the site of a 
castle which belonged to her husband 
Louis do Br4z4, to which she retired 
to pass her widowhood. When she first 
became acquainted with the king she 
was 31 years of age, and he a youth 
of 13, yet she maintained her influence 
over him to her death, in spite of the 
Queen, Catherine de Medicis, and he 
wore her colours — the widow's weeds, 
black and white — to the last, and her 
symbol, the crescent of Diana, is con- 
spicuous in all his palaces. She was 
buried in the Chapel, which still re- 
mains, surmounted by a cupola, but 
her monument was i-emoved to Paris, 
1793, when her body was torn from 
the grave. The chateau was almost 
entirely pulled down at the Revolu- 
tion; part of the fagade was trans- 
ported to Paris, where it has been re- 
erected at the Ecole des Beaux Arts. 
The ruins are pleasantly situated on 
the banks of the Eure. After having 
passed through different hands, it now 
belongs to a Parisian stockbroker. That 



stream traverses, a little lower dowh^ 
the -P/a»n of Ivry, the scene of one of 
the most decisive victories gained by 
Henry IV. over the armies of the 
League, 1590, composed of French and 
Spaniards under Mayenne. Henri's 
words to his soldiers before the battle 
were — **Je veux vaincre ou mourir 
avec vous. Gardez bien vos rangs ; ne 
perdez point de vue mon panache blanc, 
vous le trouverez toujours au chemin 
de I'honneur." The monumental obe- 
lisk erected on the spot to commemorate 
the battle was thrown down 1 793, but 
restored by Napoleon I J The Ch. of St. 
Rern^f on the rly. beyond Dreux, is a 
fine example of the Flamboyant style. 

On the Avre, a tributary of the 
Eure, are several manufactories; the 
paper-mills of the eminent publisher 
Didot, 2 or 3 cotton-mills belonging 
to Mr. Waddington ; and the woollen- 
yarn mill of Mr. Vulliamy— the 2 last 
Englishmen, who employ a great num- 
ber of persons. The mechanical power 
used is water. 

9 m. Nonancourt Stat. 

The site of the house in the market- 
place, near the church, in which Henri 
IV. slept the night before the battle of 
Ivry, is pointed out. 

7 m. Tillieres-sur'Avre Stat. 

6 m. YernMiil Stat. (Inn : H. Poste et 
Cheval Blanc.) This interesting old 
town, 4259 Inhab., contains several 
remarkable specimens of Gothic archi- 
tecture — ^the finest being tiie Tour de la 
Madeleine, a magnificent work iu the 
most gorgeous style of the 15th cent, 
surmounted by a low lantern in 2 stages. 
Vemeuil was once a place of strength : 
— under its walls^ which partly remain, 
a fine specimen of fortification of the 
12th cent., was fought a bloody battle, 
August 17, 1424, between the French 
and English, which, after two days of 
hard and uncertain contest, terminated 
in favour of the Regent Duke of Bed- 
ford, and was the last great victory 
obtained by him. The bravest leaders 
and most efficient troops who fought 
on the side of the French were the 
Scotch. Their commanders — the Earl 
of Douglas, who had been created 
Duke of Touraine ; his son, the Earl of 
Buchan— and many other kuigbts were 
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slain. The English army was inferior 
in numbers to the enemy, yet it left 
1 600 dead on the field, while on the 
side of the French there fell 4000, in* 
eluding Scotch and Italian allies. As 
usual, the English archers contributed 
mainly to the victory. Attached to the 
portion of the fortifications not yet re- 
moved is a tall tower, 60 ft. high, on the 
margin of the Avre, called la Tour Grise. 

lOmnifjus by a good post-road from 
Verneuil to 

22 m. Mortagne {Inn ; H. du Grand 
Cerf), an old town (4830 Inhab.) which 
claimed to be capital of la Perche. It 
is situated in a commanding position 
on a hill, surmounted by the high road 
in a series of zigzags, in order to reach 
the principal square. It was a place 
of strength, often besieged, and suf- 
fered much from the horrors of war. 
During the contests of the League it 
was taken and pillaged by the two 
parties 22 times in 3} years. Parts of 
Its ramparts remain, and a fragment 
of its castle, a vaulted chamber, now 
called Portail St. Denis. Its only sup- 
ply of water is obtained by means of a 
steam-engine pump, from springs at 
the bottom of the hill. The Church is 
remarkable for the pendaots in the 
roof of its nave, its old painted glass, 
and wood carviuf^s. 

Canvas for pictures is made at Mor- 
tagne, besides coarse linens and some 
porcelain. 

Omnibuses to Mortagne meet the 
trains at the Verneuil and Aleu^ou 
Stats. 

7 m. N. of Mortagne, at Soligny, is 
the convent of La TrappCy founded iu 
the r2th cent., owing its celebrity to 
the severe rule of the order enforced, 
1666, by the Abbe' La Ranoe, who is 
said to have always lived strictly and 
ascetically. The well-known story of 
his conversion is a pure fable. He was 
frequently visited here by James II. 
The convent was suppressed 1790, by a 
decree of the Assemblee Nationale, and 
its church destroyed with the tomb of 
La Ranc^, but the monks were restored 
in 1814 by the exertions of M. Le- 
strange. They are interdicted from all 
iutellectual labour, and only allowed 
to work io the fields. 



8 m. S. of Mortagne is the ancient 
town and well-preserved Castle of Bel- 
lerMy once capital of La Perche.] 

On leaving Verneuil the rly. crosses 
successively the valleys of the Bourthe 
and Rille : a short distance before 
reaching the latter river the branch 
rly. from Evreux by Conches to Laigle 
joins on the rt. 

14 m. Laigle Junct. Stat. (Buffet). 
{Inn: H. TAigle d'Or), a town of 6811 
Inhab., on the Kille ; very industrious, 
being the centre of the manufacture of 
pins, needles, gloves, &c. It has the re- 
mains of a Castle of the 17 th cent., and 
2 Churches ; iu tbat of St. Jean there is 
some ^ood painted glass. 

[Railway on rt. hence to Conches 
and Evreux.] 

Surdon Junct. Stat. 25 m. from 
Laigle, on the line from Caen to Le 
Mans (Rte. 29). 

15 m, ArgentanStsd. (in Rte. 29). 

20 m. Briouze Junct. Stat. Rly. to 
9 m. La Ferie Mac€^ omnibus to etU" 
blissement des Bains at Bagnolles de 
V Onie, 

3 m. -F/m Junct. Stat. (Buffet). This 
industrious town of 10,000 Inhab. — on 
the Noireau — and the neighbourhood 
are devoted to manufactures : spinning, 
weaving, dyeing, and bleaching of 
cotton ; linens, silks, &c. 

\^Branch Illy. N. in progress to Caen, 
open as far as 12 m. Berjou-Pont- 
d'Ouilly — S. in progress to Domfrout 
(see Rte. 31) and to Mayenne (see Rte. 
35a). ] 

7 m. Monsecret Stat., Omnibus to 

5 m. S.W, Tinchebray, where Robert 
of Normandy was defeated by his 
younger brother Henry I., 1 106. This 
victory secured a throne to the one 
prince and a prison for life to the 
other. 

10 m. Vire Stat. (See Rte. 31 .) 

17 m. FiV/eJiVw Stat., omnibus twice 
daily to S. 14 m. AvrancJies (Rte. 27). 

GfiANviLLE Terminus. Rte. 27. 
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BOUTE 35a. 

CAEN TO LAVAL — RAII^ 

Kil. 

CamtoFlera 60 

Mayenne Stat. . . . 121 
Laval 151 



, 37 
15 
94 



Rennes to 
Montfort-sur-Meu 
Oiulnes — Dinan . 
LambftUe . . . 
St. Brieuc . . . 
Guingarap . . . 
Morlaix . . . 
Landemeau . . 
Brest .... 



Boutes 35a, 36. - Jtft/yenne— iamftoBe. Sect II. 

6 m. Montfort'tw-Meu Stat A dili- 
gence to 

[29 m. S. Ploermel {Inns : H. Lion 
d'Or; H. des Voyagears), a town of 
5697 Inhab.) passing by PMlan, on the 
da Due. (See Rte. 42.) 

In the Ch. cf 8t, Armel, a low and heavy 
Btructure of the 12th cent., are the 
monumental effigies in armour of 
Dukes John II. (1305) and III. (1341> 
of Brittany. They were brought from 
the church of the Carmelites, founded 
by John II., who bad fought in Syria 
against the Infidels, and had visited 
Mount Carmel; the sculpture is good, 
and they are tolerably perfect: the 
church was destroyed at the Revolu- 
tion. These statues are interesting 
examples of the costume and armour 
of the time. There is some painted 
glass in the ohurch.] 

6 m. Montmiban-de'Bretagne Stat. 

9 m. CcnUneS'Dinan Stat, near the 
Canal d'llle et Bance. Good road of 
14 m. from here to Dinan, with well- 
appointed diligences (Rte. 41 ). 

5 m. Brooms Stat, is remarkable only 
as the birthplace of Bertrand Dagues- 
clin, the great captain of France in 
the 15th cent. He was the eldest child 
of Robert Duguesclin, and remarkably 
ill>favonred to look upon. He first saw 
the light in the castle of La Motte 
Broons, about 1^ m. out of the town, 
of which no vestiges remain, but the 
place where it stood is marked by an 
avenue of trees, and a Monument ^ erected 
at the cost of the province. 

7 m. Plen^e Jugon Stat. 3 m. distant is 
J agon, a pretty Swiss-looking village 

on the river Arguenon. (Inn : H. du 
Commerce; fair; a good resting-place 
for pedestrians.) There are small lakes 
aboanding with carp and pike in the 
vicinity j it was once a stronghold be- 
longing to the Dukes of PenSiievre. 

10 m. Lamballe Stat. (4151 Inhab.) 
(Inns: H. de France, moderate, and 
civil people) was the chief place 
of the Comte of Penthi^vre; the 
castle df the counts was reduieed and 
dismantled by Card. Richelieu, 1626, 
to punish a rebellidtis seigneur. The 
Ch. of Notre Dame^ oil the top of 
the hill whose slope is occupied by 
the town, was originally the castle 



This line will open the most direct 
communication between Normandy and 
Western Brittany. (The portions al- 
ready open are from Berjou to Flers — 
Rte. 35 — and from Mayenne to Laval.) 
Following the valley of the Ome nearly 
to Flers, it crosses the main line between 
Paris and Granville soon after entering 
the valley of the Mayenne, and passing 
by Domfront (Rte. 31) and 

Mayenne Stat. (Inns : H. Belle Etoile ; 
H. Tke Noire), a town of 10,894 In- 
hab., situated f on the rt. bank and 
} on the 1. of the Mayenne. Its manu- 
factures of calicoes, linen cloth, and 
tickens employ 8000 persons in and 
around the town. The Castle, now in 
ruins, is a picturesque object, on the 
rt. bank of the river, near the bridge. 
It belonged to the seigneurs de May- 
enne, and was taken after a 3 months' 
siege, by the English, under the Earl 
of ^lisbury, 1424. Many of the 
streets are very narrow, and so steep 
that it requires several oxen to draw 
a cart up them. 

Bly. from here to 

20 m. Lavai Junct. Stat. (Rte. 34.") 



EOUTE 36. 



RENNES TO BREST — RAIL. 



Kll. 
22 
46 

81 
101 
131 
189 
230 
249 



Miles. 

14 

28 

50 

63 

81 
117 
142 
155 



3 trains daily in 8 hrs. 
Reunes (described in Rte. 34). 
8 m. V Hermitage Stat. 
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chapel, and is a very fine Gothic build- 
ing. Thick cylindrical piers sur- 
mounted by capitals in bands support 
the lancet arches of the nare, whilst 
the choir rests on clustered pillars, the 
arches being surmounted by a double 
triforium gallery. It has a wooden 
roof. In a side aisle is some good 
carved woodwork, with Decorated and 
FJaraboyant tracery, perhaps the re- 
mains of a roodloft. Part of the church 
was built 1545. It has been badly re- 
stored. Lamballe possesses an Impe- 
rial Haras. 

Diligence to NapoMonville (39 m.) 
across the Monts de M^nez, by Lou- 
deac, a town of 6072 Inhab. 

[10 m. S.W. of Lamballe is Moncori' 
ioitr, a very picturesque town of 1387 
Inhab., with ruins of walls and castle ; 
there is some painted glass in the parish 
ch. ; the Pardon de St. Mathurin held 
here is much frequented by pilgrims, 
who dance on the lawn of La Grange 
the Honde, and other Breton dances.J 

A road to Diuan and St. Malo (Rte. 
41) diverges on rt. from Lamballe. 
6 m. r^ntac Stat. 

6 m. St. Brienc Junct. Stat. (Buffet). 
(Pnns : H.Croix Blanche.clean and good ; 
H. L'Univers, excellent, quiet — better 
situation.) There is little worth notice 
in this town of 15,812 Inhab.; it is 
situated on the Gouet, and has a port 
called Legu^, 2 m. lower down the 
stream, provided with a long quai, ac- 
cessible for vessels of 400 or 500 tons. 
, On the top of a hilly promontory, com- 
manding the embouchure of the river, 
stands the ruined Tour de Cesson, built 
1395 to defend its entrance, but blown 
np 1598, after the war of the League, 
by order of Henri IV. Such, however, 
^»as the thickness of the wall, and the 
coherence of the mortar, that one half 
of the cylinder remains standing, brav- 
ing the tempests, while the other lies 
shattered into a few large masses at its 
base. There is a pretty walk from St. 
Brienc to L^gue, through a narrow 
ravine, traversed by a small tributary 
of the Gouet. St. Brieuc was taken by 
the Chouans in the Venddan war, 1799. 
An interesting antiquarian and archi- 
tectural excursion to Lanleff, Paimpol, 
^c, ma;jr be m^de from liere (Rtej 9$), | 



Branch Rly. to 86 m., Napol^nville^ 
(Pontivy) Rte. 42, and thence to Auray,, 
Rte. 44. 

\\ va., Chdtelaudrm ^tsX, (Inn: H.de: 
TEcu, fair), a small town on the Leff. 

8 m. Guingamp Stat. {Inn: H. de- 
France, good), a very picturesque town 
of 6977 Inhab., situated in the vale of 
the winding Trieux, which abounds in 
pleasing scenery. It formed part of the 
possessions of the Dues de Penthievre, 
and descended ft'om them to King 
Louis- Phil ippe. The site of their castle 
is occupied by a ^rove of trees, and 
serves as a public promenade. Its 
Church, surmounting the other build- 
ings, part Gothic, part in the style of 
the revival, has some peculiarities, 
such as grotesque heads projecting from 
the shafts of its piers. The Fontaine de 
Plomb, in the middle of the Place, is 
an elegant work of Italian artists in the 
1 5th cent. 

The Chapel of Notre Dame de Graces^ 
3 m. out of the town, is well deserving 
a visit, although its rich decorations in 
sculptured tracery and figures have 
been much mutilated. "Its elegant 
spire, finely proportioned pillars, and 
light arches, are still worthy of ad- 
miration ; and much of the grotesque 
carving whicii formed the cornices of* 
the nave and aisles may still be seen.'^ 
— TroUope, It was begun 1506; in 
1605 the remains of Charles of Bloisi 
were brought hither. 

Good roads Guingamp to Paimpol 
(20 m.), passing Pontrieux (Rte. 38), 
and to Lannion. 

9 m. Belle-Ile-Begard Stat. 

7 m. PfoMar(?/ Stat. Omnibus to Xon- 
nion, 10 m., see Rte. 38. 

6 m. Plounerm Stat. 

The De'pt. of FinistSre, embracing 
the larger portion of la Basse Bretfigne, 
the ancient Armorica, is entered before 
reaching 

9 m. Plouifjneau Stat. 

A grand Viaditct of two tiers of 
arches carries the railroad across the 
valley before reaching 

6 m. Horlaix Stat. (Inns : H. de Pro- 
vence, clean, but no longer moderate ; 
H. de TEurope ; good ; " excellent 
rooms ") is a flourishing port and town 
pf 14,046 Inhab., picturesquely seated 
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io a valley wide enough only for the 
tidal river or creek which rung up it, 
lined with 2 quays and 2 rows of houses, 
** behind which the hills rise steep and 
woody on one side, on the other gardens 
and rocks and wood ; the effect roman- 
tic and beautifuU" — A. Young. The 
rock rises so close behind the houses 
as to give rise to a proverb, '*From 
the garret to the garden, as they say 
at Morlaix." It is only 6iJ m. from 
the sea, and is reached by vessels of 
considerable tonnage. The river has 
been converted into a floating dock, 
divided into 2 parts, the lower with 
14 ft. water, the upper with 12 ft. To 
the stranger its chief atti-actiou will 
be the picturesque air of antiquity 
which i t retains in its older quarters, such 
as Gmnde Kue, Nos. 9 and 14, and Rue 
des Nobles (No. 19), and the thoroughly 
Breton character of its timber framed 
houses overhanging the footway, each 
storey fronted with an apron of slates. 
There are several houses remaining 
of the 15th cent. The grotesquely 
carved corner posts, ornamented with 
figures of kings, priests, saints, mon- 
sters, and bagpipers, the Gothic door- 
ways, the sculptured cornices, would 
enrich an artist's sketch-book, and 
furnish employment for many days. 
The costume of the people, especially 
those who come in on market-days, also 
is thoroughly in keeping with the build- 
ings ; their brimmed hats, their loose 
trunk hose, their shaggy locks hanging 
like manes down their backs, are all 
thoroughly characteristic of laBretagne 
Bretonnante. Sad havoc has been made 
in this antique town by modern im- 
provements ; and the opening formed 
for the Rue de Brest, on the W., has 
swept away a crowd of crazy but pic- 
turesque constructions. 

Two small streams, descending from 
separate ravines, but uniting above the 
town, are arched over to furnish space 
for the market-place and modern Hotel 
de Ville ; below which, expanding na- 
turally, and partly by their bed being 
artificially excavated, they form a 
port, lined with quays and lofty pic- 
turesque houses. One of the houses on 
this quai is particularly remjirkable for 
its cawed g^ftirci^se, 



The best Churolies were injured or 
destroyed at the Revolution. The 
architect should visit SL Melatne, 3rd 
pointed, approached by a flight of 
steps, porch and windows flamboyant, 
with some old glass. See the Font 
cover of elegant Renaissance work. 
The Dominican Ch, is now a military 
store, and the picturesque gateway 
opposite, 16th cent, its walls inlaid 
with slate in patterns. Fine stained 
glass in the chapel of N. J), des Vic- 
toireSf on the road to Brest. 

In 1522 the fleet of Henry VIII., 
who was at that time incensed with 
Francis I. for seizing the ships and 
goods of English merchants in French 
ports, on its return from escorting the 
Emp. Charles V. to Spain, under the 
command of Henry Earl of Surrey, 
entered the river, and, effecting a de- 
scent in the neighbouring bay of 
Dourdu, surprised Morlsdx. The English 
set fire to it, pillaged it, massacred the 
inhabitants, and burnt to the ground 
great part of it, ** together with some 
right fair castles, goodly houses, and 
proper piles." — State Papers, They re- 
tired to their vessels loaded with booty ; 
but 600 of the hindmost were inter- 
cepted by the infuriated inhabitants, 
and cut off with great slaughter near a 
spring, still called Fontaine des Anglais^ 
or, as the Bretons, like their Welsh 
kinsmen, style them, the Saxons. Near 
this fountain is a very pleasant prome- 
nade, planted with trees, called Cours 
Beaumont, which extends nearly 1 ^ m. 
down the rt. bank of the river. The 
site of the old castle, planted with 
trees, commands a fine view of the 
town. There is a Welsh Baptist mis- 
sionary church at Morlaix. 

About ^ m. from Morlaix, on the 
hill above, Convent of the Cordeliers, on 
the 1. bank of the river, a handsome 
Gothic church, dedicated to N. D. de 
la Salette, has been erected since ] S62. 

Morlaix is the native place of General 
Moreau — killed at Dresden, buried at 
Bordeaux. 

Diligences daily toCarhaix,by Huel- 
goet and Poullaouen ; to St. Pol ae Leon. 

Steamers run between Morlaix and 
Havre in 20 hrs., fare 25 frs. 

4o agreeable exQursioQ may h^ mad^ 
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from Morlaix to St Pol de Leon (13 
m.) and Roscoff. 

Oa leaving Morlaix the liae passes 
by 

6 m. Pleyher Christ Stat., and farther 
6 m. St. TJiegonmc Stat, 1 m. from 
the village of that name (the only con- 
veyance a small mail-cart), where 
there is a remarkably fine ch., in the 
style of the Benaissance, richly deco- 
rated with sculptures in the dark Ker- 
ssmtoa stoue. The carved pulpit, a reli- 
quary, at the entrance of the church- 
yard an Arc de Triomphe, and the 
adjoining Calvary, with a number of 
figures, deserve the tourist's attention. 
[2^ m, beyond this is Gmmliau^ 
containing in, its churchyard the most 
important Calvary in Brittauy (1581) ; 
a triumphal arch, and an Ossuary. 
The Ch, is remarkable for its splendid 
oak carvings, pulpit, organ-loft and 
baptistery ; over the font is a canopy 
supported by twisted columns, richly 
carved, 30 ft high, date 1675.] 

A mile farther the rly. crosses the 
Pensey river. 

8 m, LaadwisiJLii Stat, {run: H. 
du Commerce) has a Ghui'oh, with a 
fine S. portal having statues of the 12 
Apostles ; and at theW. end an elegant 
tower and spire. 

[The Church of the Templars at 
Ltnbader^ 5 m. N. of this, on the road 
to St. Pol, contains a beautifully 
pierced and carved roodloft and 
screen of wood, composed of exquisite 
Flamboyant tracery, like lace ; also a 
staircase in the same style. The 
chains of some knight, liberated from 
slavery among the followers of Ma- 
houn, still hang in the choir.] 

3 m. short of Landerneau, on a hill 
above the village *iia Roche Maurice ^ 
stand the ruins of its castle, reduced 
to 3 shattered towers, but very pic- 
turesque in its outline and position on 
the peaked top of a jagged rock. 

In the churchyard is an * Ossuary, 
ISth cent., in 10 compartments, filled 
with skulls and bones, ornamented in 
front with a sculptured frieze, repre- 
senting the Dance of Death^ executed 
1639. The Church is Gothic, and built 
1599, and contains soma good painted 
glass. The curved portal i» IferiuntQH 



stone, and the sculptured roodloft oi 
wood within, are worth notice. 

9 m. Lander neau Juuct. Stat {Inn ; 
H. de rUnivers), a pretty town of 
7853 Inhab., quaint and old-fashioned, 
with narrow streets, Gothic bits, and 
gateways, seated in the hollow of the 
charming valley of the Elorn, whose 
estuary forms one branch of the road- 
stead of Brest. The ch. of St. Hon- 
ardon, built 18B0, has an older porch 
(1G07). An old convent here is con- 
verted into a naval or military hospital. 
[There is a good road (of 8 m.) from 
mis to Lesneven and le Folgoet, where 
there is the very interesting ch.] 

The railroads to Brest from Paris by 
Rennes and Morlaix, and from Nantes, 
Lorient, and Quimper (Rte. 44), join at 
Landerneau. 

A little beyond here, on the 1. of 
the road, between it and the river 
Elorn, a ruined gateway, draped with 
ivy, is the sole subsisting relic of the 
Castle of the Joyeuse Garde, now known 
as Chateau le For^t, the cradle of 
chivalry, the rendezvous of Arthur, 
Lancelot du Lac, and the Knights of 
the Round Table. Of course there is 
no pretension that the existing remains 
are of their time. The name Joyeuse 
Garde is supposed to be a perversion 
of a Breton term. 

7 m. Kerhuon Stat, on a wide creek, 
used for storing timber for the dock- 
yard. 

5 m. Brest. (Inns : very bad ; H. 
des Voyageurs, dearj H. Lamarque, 
moderate ; H. du Grand Monarque, old- 
fashioned house, not very clean.) 

This chief naval arsenal of France 
on the ocean, a dockyard, and fortress 
of the first class, is very advanta- 
geously situated near the W. extremity 
of the Dept. du Finistere (the Land's 
End of France), on that portion of 
her territory which projects most to 
the W. between the Channel and the 
Gulf of Gascony. It stands on the N. 
side of one of the finest havens in the 
world, nearly land-locked, accessible 
only through a narrow and weil-forti- 
fied entrance, Ze Goulet, about 1 m. 
wide, divided by a rocky islet (Roche 
Mengant) in the middle, and extending 
fiir inland JR % branches, one to Lau- 
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demeau, the other towards Ch&teanlin. 
The town is built on the summit and 
sides of a projecting ridge, and some of 
its streets are too steep to be passable 
except on foot. A narrow but deep 
creek, which is in fact formed by the 
mouth of the small stream the Penfeld, 
running up from the harbour behind 
this ridge, serves as the basin to the 
dockyard, and divides the town on its 
I. bank from the suburb of Eecouvrance 
on its rt. 

The communication between the 
town and suburb is kept up by a 
*Smnfj Iron Bridge (Pont Imperial), 
65 ft. above high-water mark, in 2 
divisions, 347 ft. lOng between the 
piers ; it opens in the centre to allow 
ships of war to pass ; each valve turns 
on a colossal granite pier, and moves 
by ingenious machinery. It was com- 
pleted in June 1861, and is a fine work 
of engineering. Close above the mouth 
of this creek, which is not more than 
a musket-shot across, and defended 
by several tiers of batteries on either 
hand, rise the feudal round towers and 
colossal curtains, not less than. 100 ft. 
high, of the picturesque old Castle, 
which belonged to the Dues de Bre- 
tagne. It was besieged in vain by Du- 
guesclin and Clisson, and was long 
held by the English, having for go- 
vernor, 1373, the brave Robert Knolles. 
It was surrendered by Richard II. 1395, 
in consideration of 12,000 crowns, and 
was finally modernised by Vauban 
(1688), who formed casemates in the 
interior of its massive towers, and 
platforms with embrasures for cannon 
on their tops. From its walls there 
is a good view of the port and dock- 
yard, but the Fort de TEcole, on the 
opposite side of the port, commands 
one still finer, including also the road- 
stead. There are numerous prison 
chambers beneath the castle, and ex- 
tensive vaults. 

The inner port of Brest, or creek 
above mentioned, is so narrow that 
there is barely space near its mouth to 
hold the merchant vessels; but there 
is no deficiency of depth (30 ft. at 
low water), and 30 or 40 ships of war 
lie within it in single file. Above the 
castle the shores of both sides of this 



creek are inclosed by a high wall, 
separating the dockyard from the town.- 
Around the harbour run quays of great 
extent, alongside which the largest 
ships can lie, and 5 artificial basins are 
excavated out of the rock. The mouth 
of the creek is closed by a boom. A 
commercial harbour and dock (Port 
Napoleon) for merchant shipping is in 
progress at Porstrein, and a long break- 
water is being formed in the roads to 
protect it. The population of Brest 
is 67,833, exclusive of about 13,000 
soldiers, sailors, &c. There is accom- 
modation in the numerous barracks 
for a garrison of 10,000 men. 

Although Brest is inclosed within 
ramparts, there are several fine open 
spaces within its walls : such are the 
square called Champ de Bafaille, the 
Place Latour d'Auvergne, and the 
Cours d*Ajot, a promenade agreeable on 
account of the fine trees which shade 
it, and the beautiful view of the roads, 
appearing like a vast lake, which its 
terrace commands. The Rue de Siam, 
on the top of the hill, is the best part 
of the town ; from it flights of steps 
lead to the* Grande Rue. 

More rain, it is said, falls in Brest 
than in any other town of France, and 
the whole department of Finist^re is 
peculiarly exposed to storms, winds, 
mists, and fogs from the Atlantic. 

The Dockyard, or Port Mil it aire, 
(the authorities connected with the 
dockyard — major de la marine, &c. — 
will not admit foreigners to visit it 
without a note from their Consuls) is 
situated on the 2 sides of a narrow but 
deep creek or arm of the sea, running 
up in a winding direction between high 
and steep rocks, which intrude so near 
upon the water that it is only by paring 
them down that space is formed for the 
buildings, and for the quays and yards 
required in front of them. Three dry 
docks of the largest dimensions {Formes 
de Brest et de Pontanioii) have been 
cut out of the rock. The first view, 
lookiiig down from above into this 
narrow ravine, lined with^ long and 
massive ranges of buildings rising 
tier over tier in the form of an amphi- 
theatre, is exceedingly striking. On 
one side is the VoUerie (sail-loft), Moif^. 
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sin General (stores), and Corderie (rope- 
valk), of 3 storeys, surmounted by the 
Bagncy and above it the New Hospital, 
On the opposite side of the river are 
various workshops, smitheries, Atelier 
(TAjiillerie de Mat^ne (burnt in 1833). 
The Foundry^ and the Quartier des Ma- 
rinsy or sailors' barracks, where they 
are lodged when in port in the same 
manner as soldiers — an admirable es- 
tablishment, which might be advan- 
tageously copied by the English Ad- 
miralty— fill up the opposite side. The 
level space at the water's edge is oc- 
cupied by slips (cales de construc- 
tion). Above the slips is the Atelier 
des Capucinsy the government foundry 
and steam-factory, for the construc- 
tion and repair of steam-engines, 
equalling in extent and good arrange* 
ment any in Britain : from a square 
tower connected with it the machinery 
is lowered into the ships. There are, 
besides, timber-yards, boat-sheds, 'water- 
cisterns supplied by a steam-engine 
where vessels fill their tanks, sheds 
for containing the new tanks, and 
government c^iars, while a vei^ large 
space near the sea entrance of the 
dockyard is covered with dismounted 
cannon. Here also is placed a trophy 
from Algiers, a brass gun 20 ft. long, 
reared on its breech ; from the mouth of 
this gun a French consul, Levacher» 
vas blown by a brutal Dey of Algiers 
into the French fieet in 1683. The 
precautions against fire and theft are> 
very rigid ; a vigilant piardian watches 
iu every apartment ; cisterns are placed 
at short distances with tubs full of 
▼ater every 8 or 10 yards. 

The ground occupied by most of 
these buildings has been gained, as 
before observed, by excavations out of 
the granitic schist of the hillside. 
Greatly as the space on either side of 
the water has been widened by arti- 
ficial means, the clil& even now ap- 
proach too near the slips and timber- 
sheds, preventing a free circulation of 
air. Near the timber-sheds is the 
Mv»€e Mca-itimet filled with models, 
ships' heads, &c. 

On both sides of the port, roads are 
carried up the steep sides of the in- 
dosing heights in sigzag terraces, so 



that they may easily be surmounted 
by carriages. 

The Bagnes or hulks for convicts no 
longer exist, the prisoners having been 
removed in I860 to the penal colony 
of Cayenne. The buildings now serve 
as storehouses for hemp and canvas. 

On the Recouvrance side of the Pen- 
feld lie the Smithy (Usine de Ville- 
neuve), the iron-forges, furnaces, and 
workshops, moved by hydraulic ma- 
chinery. The Steam Factory (Ateliers 
des machines h. vapeur) is one of the 
largest and most complete in Europe, 
comprising a boiler-house, and sheds 
for construction and repairs of all parts 
of the steam-engine. 

Near the mouth of the Penfeld, op- 
posite the chateau, is the Victualling 
lard {Pare aux Vivres)y where every 
kind of provisions for the fieet is stored 
and prepared. 

Outside the dockyard, a little higher 
up the hill than the old Bagnes, is the 
Hopital de la Marine^ an edifice of great 
extent, of which Brest may well be 
proud. It was built between 1824- 
1835. It contains 26 large wards, each 
with 53 beds; and is attended by a large 
staff of Religieuses, here called Sceurs 
Fiddles de la Sagesse, who are lodged 
within the building. So far from l)eing 
revolting, as is the case in many hos- 
pitals, it is a pleasing sight to enter the 
salles ; their cleanliness puts to shame 
the confined wards of Greenwich Hospi- 
tal. Here are wide, airy apartments, 
the roofs without speck, the floors, 
though of tile, sedulously polished and 
provided with pieces of carpeting,, 
each window hung with white curtains, 
each bed of metal, also with curtains 
and furniture. The salle des officiers is- 
superior to the common rooms, and 
even elegant. The kitchens, pharmacy 
and its annexed laboratories, linen- 
stores, &c., are in the same style. 1200 
sick can be accommodated in this fine 
establishment. 

The British Consul^ Mr. Reynolds, 
resides in the Rue Voltaire. 

There is a French Protestant Church. 

At Roberts's library and reading- 
room. Rue d'Aiguillon, newspapers of 
various countries may be seen. 

Bailroada to Paris, by Rennes and- 
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Chartres; to Lorient, Auray, and 
Nantes. Steamers to Havre, times un- 
certain* 

A Steamer every day travertes the 
Roadstead to Port Launay. This ex- 
cursion to the head of the harbour 
is very interesting. The ships of war 
laid up in ordinary are moored opposite 
Landevennec. It is a fine and safe 
harbour, superior to that of Cork, but 
not equal to Milford Haven. 

Steam, to Chftteaulin, in correspond- 
ence with the rly. trains, to and from 
Nantes and Lorient ; — 3 times a week to 
Le Fret^ near the cai-es of Crozon ; to 
Nantes and Bordeaux weekly ; and by 
the Compagnie Transatlantique's fine 
boats once a fortnight to New York. 

The Boadstead of Brest lies between 
the great promontory of Finist^re on 
the N. and the smaller peninsula of 
Quelern on the S., wbich approach so 
near as to leave a passage of only 1749 
yards between them, called the Ooidet. 
The Mengant rock, rising in the midst 
of this channel, contracts the entrance 
still more, and compels vessels to pass 
close under the guns of batteries which 
line it on either side, and command it 
by a cross fire. The roadd consist of 
numerous bays, into which several 
rivers empty themselves, the principal 
being the Elorn from Landerneau, and 
the Aulne or river of Chdteaulin, 
which is navigated by a steamboat. 
The roadstead is about 15 miles long, 
and in some places 3 m. broad, and 
the area of its surface is estimated 
at 15 square leagues, and, although 
there are several sandbanks and shoals, 
200 vessels can anchor within it. The 
roadstead may be divided into two parts 
by a line from lie Ronde to He Longue. 
In the lower part is the Banc de St, 
Pierre, near which is the anchorage for 
large ships ; farther up is the Banc de 
St. Marc. The upper part contains 
numerous creeks called Anses. It 
is rather exposed to the N.W. winds, 
but still all the fleets of France can 
lie snugly within it, and a hostile 
ship dare not venture to attempt its en- 
trance without the risk of being battered 
to pieces. Not only are the jaws of 
the harbour bristling with fortifica- 
tions to the water's edge, but the 



works are carried inwards so as to 
command the anchorage, and the bat- 
teries spread outside to the rt. and 1. 
of the entrance, while every eminence 
is crowned with other forts command- 
ing those below. The number of can- 
non and large mortars which could be 
brought to bear on an enemy from the 
batteries of the Goulet, and of the 
coast outside of it, is not less than 400, 
while 60 pieces sweep the anchorage 
within the Goulet. The forts and bat- 
teries defending the Goulet and road- 
stead are, on the N. the Per k cheval and 
Pare au Due, the ibrts of Portric, of 
Del^e, of Mengant, of Minou, where 
one end of the French Atlantic Tele- 
graph wire was landed 1869; on the 
S. side those of Pointe Espagnole, of 
Robert, of Kervignou, of the Capucins, 
of Comouailles, and of Cap-Tremet. 
On the N. of the Goulet, in the midst 
of the bay of Bertheaume, are 2 island 
forts tmited with the shore by bridges. 
The extreme fort on this side is the bat- 
terie de St. Mathleu, under the rained 
abbey, and close to the lighthouse. 
On the S.W. of the Goulet lies the 
Bay de Camaret, one of whose nu- 
merous creeks goes by the name of 
la Mort a VAnglaise^ commemorating 
the defeat of the expedition which 
landed here in 1694 from a British 
fleet commanded by Admiral Berkeley. 
On approaching the shore the English 
found it bristling with armaments: 
batteries were thrown up on all sides, 
gunners at their posts, troops of horse 
and foot drawn up behind the guns, 
and, as soon as the English began to 
disembark, 3 masked batteries opened 
a destructive fire on the ships. 900 
men under the command of General 
ToUetnache, who persisted in landing 
in the face of such formidable pre- 
parations, reached the shore, and were 
almost immediately out to pieces ; the 
ebbing of the tide, having left their 
boats dry, cut off their retreat. The 
news of the intended descent had been 
betrayed to Louis XIV. and James II. 
more than a month before, by traitors 
in the English ministry. There seems 
no just reason for attributing this dis- 
closure to the Duke of Marlborough, 
who was not in the ministry, althoug^h 
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he appears to have written about the 
time of the sailing of the fleet from 
Portsmouth to his old master James : — 
" The capture of Brest Mrould be a great 
advantage to England, but no advan- 
tage can prevent or ever shall prevent 
me from informing you of all that I 
believe to be for your sei'vice ; there- 
fore you may make your own use of 
this intelligence." — MacpIiersorCs State 
Papers, In the interval between the 
receipt of the intelligence and the 
sailing of the armament the skill and 
activity of Vauban had put the in- 
tended landing-place in such a state of 
defence, by throwing np batteries, dis- 
posing cannon, and collecting troops, 
as to render success hopeless. 

The Pointe des Espagnols owes its 
name to a body of Spaniards, about 
600 strong, who occupied it for several 
Weeks, in 1594, and threw np an earthen 
redoubt, which was captured by assault. 
The peninsula of Qnc'lern is defended 
by lines, drawn across the isthmus 
which connects it with the mainland, 
nearly a raile long, consisting of bas- 
tions faced with masonry, constnicted 
by Vauban, mounting 60 pieces of 
cannon. From a point near these lines, 
above the Bay of Camaret, the finest 
vieu) is obtained of the roads of Brest 
and their defences, with the point of 
St. Mathieu and the archipelago of 
Ouessant on the N., and on the S. the 
Bay of Douarnenez and the Pointe du 
Kaz and lies de Sein. 

The defences above enumerated do 
not include those of Brest itself, 
mounting upwards of 400 pieces of 
cannon, nor of the intrenched camp 
b<?hind it, numbering 60 mortars. 

Excursions. — The country about Brest 
is far from picturesque, but it contains 
many objects of interest. 

a. The Men/iir ofPlouarzel (§ 4), about 
10 m. N. W. of Brest and 3 beyond the 
village of St. Kenan, is the loftiest of 
those singular Celtic monuments now 
remaining upright in Finistl'fe. It 
measures 35 ft. in height, and stands on 
an eminence in the midst of a wild heath. 
Whatever its original destination, it is 
still looked on with awe by the pea- 
santry, and singular superstitions are 
associated with it. Often in the dead 



of night barren women repair liithef, 
hoping to procure the boon of fruit- 
fulness by rubbing their naked breasts 
against the hard granite. 

Near the mouth of the river Aber 
Ildut, which flows past St. Renan, are 
the quarries of granite which furnished 
the pedestal for the obelisk of Luxor, 
erected in the Place de la Concorde at 
Paris. 

3 m. N. of St. Renan, at Lanrivoard, 
is the so-called graveyard of the 7777 
saints, a walled inclosure, never trod 
by the peasants except with bare feet 
and head uncovered ; it is paved with 
slabs, and marked by a cross. 

The ruined Abbey of St. MattheWj 
situated on the extreme W. cape of 
Finislere, is about 15 m. from Brest 
and 10 from St. Renan. The roads 
from both places converge at the little 
town of Lc Conqiiet, where la Gr&ce de 
Dieu is a decent cabaret. An attempt 
of the English in 1513, under Sir 
Edward 'Howard, to cut out some 
galleys from this port was foiled, and 
the Admiral slain. Conquet suffered 
from an English fleet sent forth by 
Queen Mary, 1568, to ravage the 
French coast, and to surprise Brest, 
** because ii was known not to be well 
garrisoned, and was thought the best 
mark to be shot at for the time." The 
English commander, landing at Con- 
quet, **put it to the saccage, with a 
great abbey, and many pretty towns and 
villages, where our men found good 
booties and great store of pillage." — 
Holinshed. Thence it is a walk of 3 m. 
along the tops of the granite cliffs to 
the ruins of the Abbaye de St. 
Mathieu, which stand on a bleak ex- 
posed promontory above the sea — the 
most W. point of France, and, with the 
exception of Cape Finistfere in Spain, 
of the European continent. It occupies 
a position similar Xo St. Mary's Abbey, 
Whitby, so as to be the first and the 
last object seen by the mariner quit- 
ting or entering the Bay of Brest. 
The architecture is pointed (13th cent.) 
in the greater part of the building, 
with some Romanesque portions and 
round arches at the W. end. It is of 
solid granite, simple in style, and 
without ornament. Close beside the 
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ruins ^.LigJdliou&d has been erected. 
In clear weather the eye ranges over the 
dangerous strait called Chenal du Four^ 
beset with rocks, between the mainland 
and the granitic islands of Benifuet, Mo- 
lenCf and Ouessant, The last is sup- 
posed by some to be the Ultima Thule 
of the ancients : its inhabitants re- 
mained idolaters down to the 1 7th cen- 
tury. The indecisive naval action of 
Ushant (as we call it) was fought off 
this island, 1778, between the French 
fleet under d'Orvilliers, and the Eng- 
lish under Keppel and Palliser. On 
the S. the roads of Brest and the pe- 
ninsula of Qu^ern ]ie open, and on 
the horizon appears the Pointe du Raz. 
The/or^ of Bertheaume has been strongly 
-armed and connected with the shore 
by a bridge, instead of the rope basket, 
formerly the only means of communi- 
•cation. 

6. On the E. side of the roadstead, 
and on the shore of the estuary of the 
Landerneau river, opposite* to Brest, 
lies Plougastelf remarkable for a Calvary j 
attached to its buryiug-ground, one of 
the most remarkable of the Gothic 
monuments of Finistere. The 3 cus- 
tomary crosses, carved in Kersanton 
stone (§ 6), are surrounded by an army of 
full-length stone saints, raised on a plat- 
form with bas-reliefs around it, rudely 
but forcibly executed, representing 
scenes of the Life and Passion of Christ. 
Some of the subjects, such as the entry 
of our Saviour into Jerusalem to the 
music of the higniou (bagpipe), the 
Temptation, and Hell, are treated in a 
homely manner, approaching the gro- 
tesque, marking the hand of a rustic 
artist. ''Notwithstanding its Gothic 
character, it appears by an inscription 
upon it to have been executed in 1602 : 
but we must remember that the middle 
ages lasted longer in Brittany than 
elsewhere." — Sotwestre, 

The costume of the women of Plon- 
gastel is remarkable for its elegance. 

Ferry and market boats ply between 
Brest and the point of Plougastel. 

c. To the Sea Grotto of Cwzon, 
Steamers 2 or 3 times a week from 
Brest to La Fret, a small port distant 
bbout 4 m. from the Cave^ carrioles 
to Crozon (H. du Commerce, a poor 



auberge), ^ an hour's walk to the vil- 
lage of Morgot, where boats may be 
hired for 3 or 4 frs. to enter the cave. 
You may return to Brest the same 
evening, or drive to Chateaulin Stat., 
on rly. to Nantes. This cavern has 
been excavated by the sea, and can be 
reached only by a boat, the entry, es- 
pecially at high tide, being very low. 
Beyond, the vault rises and displays a 
vast hall, 40 ft. high, 150 long, by 70 
ft. wide ; lighted from below through 
the sea, which spreads over the roof 
and walls the most varied and brilliant 
tints^blue, green, lilac, orange, and 
pink, with here and there veins of red, 
like jasper or bloodstone, varying at 
every turn, like a vast irregular mosaic. 
In t^e midst rises an isolated block 
of red granite called " La Pierre de 
VAutel." From the sides stretch low 
galleries, into which the waves rush 
with a loud report. 

The fine Gothic €h, of the Folgoet 
(1.5 m.) (Rte. 38) will form an agree- 
able day's excursion for those in- 
terested in architecture. It can be more 
easily reached from the rly. station at 
Landerneau, from which a public con- 
veyance starts, at 12 "45 o'clock, for 
Lesneven; the distance being only 
10 m. 



ROUTE 38. 

ST. BRIEUC TO BREST.— <50A8l? ROAD felf 
PAIMPOL, LANNION, MORLAIX, Sl". POL 
DE LEON,, AND FOLOOfiT. 

This route properly consists of two 
excursions from the railway between 
Rennes and Brest : it carries the traveller 
to a succession of interesting churches 
and ecclesiastical remains Well w^orth 
visiting, though much of it lies over 
cross roads t no posting. 
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St. Brieue (Rie, 36). 
Thus far there is nothing remarkable, 
unless the traveller diverge ab'ont 1 m. 
to the 1. of the road beyond Hnic, on 
the W. side of the Bay of St. Bri^c, to 
visit the beautiful Gothic ehapel of 
Lantec, "which has been compared with 
the Ste. Chapelle at Paris. 

Temple de Lanleff, 2 m. fi*om the road 
from St. Brieue to Paimpol. A carriage 
can easily get up to it^ It has been 
the subject of much controversy, some 
writers calling it a Pagan Temple ; but 
it is an early Christian church of the 
llth cent,, built, like some others in 
France, in imitation of the ch. of the 
Holy Sepulchre. It is in the form of 
a rotunda, like the English churches of 
the Temple, St. Sepulchre, Cambridge, 
Little Maplestead, &c. But the build- 
ing which it perhaps most nearly re- 
semhles is the round church, now in 
ruins, at Nymegen, in Holland, at- 
tributed to Charlemagne. It consists 
of 2 concentric walls, the inner one 
a cylinder 30 ft. high, resting on 12 
circular arches, sufjported on square 
piers, with engaged columns on each 
side, of granite, having rudely carved 
capitals of monsters, human faces, rams' 
heads. Outside of this runs the lower 
concentric wall, destroyed for a con- 
siderable part of its circuit. It is 
pierced with narrow loophbled win- 
dows, which widen inwards, the early- 
form common in churches built before 
glass came into use. The tradition of 
the country is, that it was built by 
the Templars, the *' Moines Rouges 
as they are called, A noble ?/ew, with 
trunk as high as the walls before it 
branched out over them, and of great 
age, which grew in the centre of the 
en., was cut down about 1848. 

Lanleff is about 19 m. from St. 
Brieue, 7 from Paimpol, and 8 from 
Gaingamp. 

Paimpol (Inns: H. Gigquel; H. du 
Commerce, both indifferent), a town of 
2166 Inhab., much employed In the 
Iceland fishery. 

On th« seashore, 2 m. to the E. of 
Paimpol, near the village of Kerity, 
are the ruins of the Abbefj of 
Beauport, beautifully situated on the 
shore of a retired bay. The re- 
IFrance, 1873.] 



mains consist of a Chut*ch, now roof- 
less and deprived of the choir, in the 
Pointed style, with a W. front showing 
an Early English character, together 
with several conventual buildings at 
the E. end. An elegant small chapter* 
house, its vaulted roof supported oil a 
row of circular pillars, is so perfect 
that it is "now used as a school. On the 
N. side are an extensive vaulted cellar, 
and an apartment of a superior cha- 
racter, also vaulted, which was the 
grand refectory. English visitors are 
admitted into the abbey ; a Polish lady 
occupying it, whose husband is buried 
in the cloisters. 

From Paimpol to Tr^.fuier is about 
9 m., passing through L€z(xrdrieux, 
where the river Trieux, descending 
ft-om Guingamp, is crossed by a wire 
suspension-bridge resting on lofty piers. 
From this a boat may be hired (for 2 
or 3 frs.) to 

The castle of La Boche JdgUt an in-^ 
teresting specimen of donnjstic archi- 
tecture, finely situated on the Trieux 
above Lezardrieux, 2 m. from Pont- 
rieux. It is a semi-castellated man- 
sion, entered by a low doorway closed 
by an oaken door and a heavy iron 
gate of crossbars. Although dismantled, 
it is inhabited by a peasant. There is' 
a fine view from its roof, embra<;ing 
the lies Brehat, the estuary of the 
Trieux, and in clear weather Jersey 
and Guernsey. 

Another suspension-bridge thrown 
over the Jaudy leads into 

Treguier, Public conveyances from 
Guingamp Stat, on the rly., distance 
22 m. {Inn : H. de France, tolerable), 
a town of 3643 Inhab., occupying the 
summit and slope of a hill. 

The Church (M.H.) in the market- 
place, formerly the cathedral, has a fine 
S. porch, the vaulted roof panelled, and 
the divisions filled with quatrefoils, 
and a doorway ornamented with ^tues 
in niches, of good workmanship. The 
piers of the nave are irregular in form, 
and its arches vary in width. The N. 
transept is Romanesque, with circular 
arches and well-wrought capitals on its 
pillars. Contiguous to the ch. is a towetf 
in the same style, and probably of the 
llth cent., though UHmed Ttiur d* 

H 
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HastiugB, after the Dauish pirate of a 
much earlier period. Thxs tower is 
best seen from the very interesting 
cloisters (15th cent.)* remarkable for 
the tracery and iboulding carved in 
granite. 

In a fiEirmhoase a little way out of 
the town, called Kermartin, is pre- 
served the bed of St, Yves, a popular 
Breton : saint. It is a lit clos, or cup- 
board bedstead, the front of dark wood 
finely carved. An omnibus runs from 
Tr^guier to 

10 m. Lannion (Pop. 6882) {Inns : H. 
de France; H. de 1' Europe, good and 
moderate), on the Guier, possessing a 
market-place filled with odd old houses, 
fieveral of a very peculiar style of archi- 
tecture, and nothing else worthy of 
remark. Diligence twice a day to the 
Plottaret Stat., distance 10 m. There 
are good roads hence to Guingamp, 
20 m., and another by Plestin, 10 m., 
from which to Morlaix, 1 1 m. 

The district extending N. from Lan- 
nion to the sea, between the rivers 
Guier and Jaudy, is the very cradle of 
romance. King Arthur held his court 
at ICerdluely graced by the presence of 
the Paladins, Lancelot, Tristran, and 
Caradoc ; and a short distance off the 
coast is an islet called Agalon or 
Avalon, one of the seven islands which 
the Bretons maintain to be King 
Arthur's burial-place, thus depriving 
Glastonbury of that honour. 

About 6 m. S.E. of Lannion, on the 
E. of the Guier, between it and the 
road to Guingamp, is the Castle of Ton- 
quedec, one of the largest and best pre- 
served in Brittany. It was built in 
the 1.3th cent., and dismantled by 
order of Richelieu, after having served 
during the wars of the Ligue as a royal 
fortress. It consisted of 3 courts de- 
fended by moats, drawbridges, and 
portcullises. In the 'inner court is the 
he^p, a tall round tower, "accessible 
only by an opening in its 2nd storey, 
approached by 2 drawbridges, sup- 
ported midway upon an isolated square 
pier**' The staircase was formed in 
the thickness of the wall. ** In many 
respects these ruins are well worth 
coming some distance to visit. To the 
anti(][uary they are precious as a speci- 



men of the military architecture of the 
13th cent* For the sketcher they com- 
bine the requisites to form a lovely 
landscape." — Trolhpe, 

There is excellent trout and salmon 
fishing in the Guier, which also abounds 
in leeches. In the season men and 
women too may be seen in deep water 
beating the water with poles: the 
leeches seem disturbed by this, and, 
attaching themselves to the legs of the 
operators, are thus caught. 

An excursion may be made from 
Lannion to Perros Guirec, a pretty little 
seaport about 6 m. distant, and on 
3 m. to the harbour of Ploumanacfty 
where enormous rocks of red granite 
are scattered about ; some of very gro- 
tesque form. By taking a boat across 
the mouth of the Tregastel river, an 
enormous rocking-stone may be visited. 

The direct road from Lannion to 
Morlaix passes 7 ra. St, Michel-siir-Greve, 
a spot where the sea encroaches on the 
shore ; after passing Plestin we enter the 
dept. du Finistere. On the sands near 
this, according to the legend, King 
Arthur fought the dragon. 

9 m. Zanmeur, The crypt under the ch. 
here is of great antiquity, and incloses 
the holy fountain which led to its 
foundation, and is still held in repute 
by the common people. The piers 
which support the crypt have serpents 
carved on them. 

About 5 m. N. of Lanmeur, in a dell 
close upon the coast, lies the mediaeval 
village of St, Jean du Doigt, whose 
church, containing a forefinger of St. 
John Baptist, is a very beautiful Gothic 
edifice, 1440-1513. This is a favourite 
place of pilgrimage with the peasantry, 
who repair hither to the number of 
12,000 on the eve of St. John. The 
church has a wooden roof elegantly 
carved and painted, and surmounted 
by a spire of lead ; it also possesses a 
ciborium bearing enamelled medallions 
of the 8 Apostles, a beautiful crucifix 
of the 16th cent., a chalice and a 
patina presented by Anne of Brittany, 
who was a patroness of St. John's 
finger. She built the hospice by the 
side of the church to receive pilgrims. 

In the interesting Ckurchyaidy entered 
by a Flamboyant Gothic Gateway, is a 



BniTTAUy. Boute S8.— St. Pol de Leon —Boacoff. 



U1 



foantaiuof lead, of Benaissance work, 
with figures, very good — 16th cent. . 
7 m. Morlaix (Rte. 36). Diligences 
to St. Pol de L^on. 

There is nothing very interesting 
beyond Morlaix until the towers and 
spires appear of 

13 m. St, Pol de Leon, (^Inn: H. de 
France, clean and comfortable quar- 
ters, and moderate; pretty -view from 
it.) This ancient and almost deserted 
ecclesiastical city reminds one of St. 
Andrew's in Scotland, and St. David's 
in Wales, in its remote position near 
the seashore, in its decayed state, and 
in its ancient edifices. It possesses 
6771 Inhab. and 2 very fine churches. 

The * Cathedral, dedicated to St. Pol, 
is flanked at the W. end with 2 fine 
towersj whose central storeys, pierced 
with long and elegant lancet windows 
(like St. Pierre at TCaen), are sur- 
mounted by spires. They open to the 
choir beneath, so as to form a sort of 
vestibule as at Peterborough, The nave 
is in the early Pointed style, probably 
of the 13th cent. ; the transepts display 
Komanesque features; in the S. tran- 
sept is. a fine circular window, its tra- 
cery cut in granite. The trough-shaped 
basin for holy water near the W. end 
was probably a sarcophagus, and from 
its rude sculpture is certainly very old. 
The choirt longer, more , ornamented, 
and of later date than the nave, is 
surrounded by double aisles, and ends 
in a Lady Chapel ; it contains some 
good carved wood- work of the 16th 
cent The S. porch, a rich florid worjt 
with foliage delicately cut in Kersajaton 
stone, merits examination. In the ch. 
are several boxes with, skulls, and in 
the cemetery a bone-house or ossuary. 

The boast of St. Pol is the spire of 
the * Church of the Kreizker (the word 
means centre of the town), 393 ft. high ; 
a structure of open work of great light- 
ness and grace, though constructed 
entirely of granite. The richly orna- 
mented square tower is surmounted by 
a verj boldly-projecting cornice, above 
which rises the spire, its masonry cut 
to imitate overlapping tiles. , The whole 
rests on 4 piUars, not particularly 
thick, but the arches of the aisles act as 
buttresses to support it. The interior j 



view of the tower is remarkable. This 
spire was built at the latter end of the 
14th cent, by John IV., Duke of Brit- 
tany, although it bears the arms of 
John Preignet of 1436: according to 
tradition the architect was English. 
The N. portal, florid and fringed, is 
very rich and in good taste, though 
much injured ; the rest of the church 
is not remarkable. 

3 m. to the N. lies the little port 
of Roscoff. Halfway, near Chapel Pol, 
are some Celtic remains, several dol- 
mens, and a menhir. 

Eoscoff (Inn : H- de Bretagne). (Pop. 
4070), is filled with sailors, and contains 
a vegetable prodigy, a fig-tree , in the 
garden of the Capucin convent, whose 
branches, supported by scaffolding, 
would shelter beneath them 200 persons. 
The Ch,f though of the time of Louis 
XIV., has a Gothic character, while its 
details are Italian ; at the W. end are 
7 very fine bas-reliefs (? 14th cent.) in 
alabaster. There is a curious granite 
ossuary. 

Opposite Koscoff lies the little island 
of Batz {lie Bos), separated from the 
mainland by a strait which may be 
crossed in 10 min.. In the cemetery 
there is a monument of granite to the 
memory of a lady who succoured the 
proscribed and fugitive priests during 
the Revolution, m 1548 Mary Queen 
of Scotland, then a child of 5 years, 
landed here, where she founded the 
little chapel of St. Ninian, now rapidly 
falling into ruin. 4 days later she 
was affianced to the Dauphin Francis 
at St. Germain, The young Pretender 
also landed at Roscoff after his escape 
from Scotland, All the ground about % 
Roscoff is cultivated for vegetables, 
especially . for onions, which are sent 
in large quantities to England. 

There are two roads from St. Pol to 
Lesneven on the way to Brest ; that by 
Plouescat (19 m.) passes through a very 
primitive country, and is bordered by 
at least 30 very curious crosses ; the 
other road more direct and inland to 

7 m. Lesneven. {Inn: H. Grande Mai- 
son, fair.) Some Roman remains, urns, 
&c., found a few miles S.E. of this dull 
but picturesque old town, on the way 
to Landivisiau, have been supposed to 

H 2 
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mark the site of the long-lost Breton 
town Occismor, 

Parsuing the road to Brest, 1 m. 
beyond Lesneven in s^ dreary plain, we 
reach the Church of Notre Dame de *Foi- 
goet, marked in lie distance by its tall 
elegant spire, a remarkable 2nd pointed 
Gothic building. It owes its origin to the 
following circumstance : — This spot was 
once haunted by an idiot- boy, named 
Saluan ^Solomon), who was in the habit 
of soliciting alms of those who passed, 
using at the same tune the one un- 
varied exclamation, "Oh! Lady Vir- 
fin Mary !" so that the place became 
nown as**ar fol coet," the fool of the 
wood. The fool died, and in a short 
time there sprang up from his grave, 
even out of his mouth, according to 
the legend, a lily, whose leaves bore 
inscribed upon them the name of 
Mary. This miracle was noised 
abroad, and, coming to the ears of 
Jean de Montfort, then warring with 
Charles de Biois for the dukedom of 
Brittany, he vowed to build a church 
on the spot if he triumphed over his 
rival. In consequence, after the vic- 
tory of Auray, he laid the first stone on 
the spot whei-e the lily had sprouted, 
but the church was not finished until 
1423, by his son John V. 

In plan it consists of a nave and 
aisles under one roof, a short choir and 
aisles, and a long S. transept at the E. 
end. It is built of the very dark green- 
stone called Kersanton (^§ 6), which 
gives the edifice a gloomy appear- 
ance, but it is well adapted for deli- 
cate sculpture, by the sharpness with 
which it has retained the delicate 
touches of the artist's chisel. Almost 
every part of the church, inside and out, 
deserves minute inspection ; the fertile 
invention and skill of the sculptor are 
visible in almost every part, though the 
edifice has been sadly injured through 
neglect. Round the doorway of the 
W. portal, the canopy of which fell 
down 1824, runs a delicate wreath of 
thistles and vine-leavefe, perfect in their 
prickly flowers and stems, and even 
in the Very fibres of the leaves and 
the curves of the stalks and tendrils. 
Birds also (chardonneret) and serpents 
are interspersed among the leaves. 



Above the door is a bas-relief of the 
Nativity, the Adoration of the Magi on 
one side (St. Joseph with wooden shoes 
has all the character of a Breton pea- 
sant), and of the Shepherds on the 
other. Below, the centre pier is fonned 
into an elegant niche inclosing the 
b^nitier nnder a graceful canopy, and 
supporting it on a bracket. Among the 
foliage here, and forming a cornice on 
the S. side, may be seen the ermine, 
the armorial device of the dukes of 
Brittany, bearing their motto, ** A ma 
vie." A more beautiful porch is at- 
tached to the S. transept. Here 1 2 niches 
line the vault leading to the door, 
in the mouldings around which similar 
leaves and wreaths are reproduced 
with far greater truth and delicacy. 
This portal is believed to have been 
built by Anne of Brittany, as the arms 
of France united to those of Brittany are 
visible on it. The sloping, open parapets 
which decorate the gables of the tran- 
sept, the tracery of the R windows, es- 
pecially the central one surmounted by 
a rose, and the elegant arched niche 
at the E. end below it, on the outside 
of the church, constructed to receive 
the waters of the miraculous founts 
which bursts forth from beneath the 
high altar itself, are not to be passed 
unnoticed. The water of this spring 
is held in great repute by pilgrim?, 
who, regardless of bystanders, strip 
themselves to apply it to all parts of 
their persons. Withiii the church on 
the rt. is the FooVs Cliapely covered with 
one solitary fresco. The Jvhe or rood- 
loft between the choir and nave consists 
of 3 round arches elegantly fringed, 
surmounted by canopies resting on 
panelled pillars, and supporting a gal- 
lery, of rich open work, pierced vith 
quatrefoils. The foliage composing 
the crockets is an elaborate yet natural 
imitation of the most complicated 
leaves. 

The E. window, seeti from -within, 
surmounted by its rose, is admirable 
for its tracery : the high altar below it 
is a single slab of stone, 14 ft. long, sup- 
ported on a front of niche-work filled 
with statuettes. , The side screens and 
side altars are all *more or less worthy 
of observation. There are numerous 
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Statues of saints curious for their cos- 
tume. But the chief peculiarity of this 
church is the manner in which the 
sculptor has rendered into stone the 
productions of the vegetable kingdom. 
The modern bas-reliefs on the pulpit 
represent the life of Salaun. 

The interior is dark, and the roof 
does not agree with the rest in splen> 
dour, and is evidently not completed 
conformably with the original plan. 

The Gothic College on the N. side of 
the church was built by Anne of Brit- 
tany ; she, as well as Francis I., were 
lodged in it when they came on a pil* 
grimage to the Folgoet. 

The country between St, Pol and 
Brest was formerly dreary and poverty- 
stricken, but is now improved. The 
villages are prettily situated in the 
valleys, and many of the hills are 
topped by Gothic church-spires. The 
eh. at Gouesnou, about 4 m. before 
reaching Brest, has a finely carved 
porch lined with mortuary chests and 
skulls. 

We fall into the high road from 
Paris about a mile before reaching 
Mrest (in Ble. 36). 



ROUTE 41. 

ST. MALO TO NANTES, BY DINAN AND 
RKSNES — ASCENT OP THE JIANCE. 

The Rly. to Rennes by Dol, avoiding 
Dinan, is described in Rte. 28. 

The detour by Dinan is longer than 
the railroad, but passes through a 
much more interesting country, 
St. Malo is described in Rte. 27. 
A Steamer ascends the Ranee daily. 
There is much beautv in the scenery. 
I'he voyage takes 2 hrs. There is a 
lock to be passed at Ch&telier, by 
means of which a sufficient depth of 
-water is always maintained in the 
Kance up to Dinan. 

Owing to the variation in the height 
of the tides on this coast, amounting to 
40 ft., th? current of the Haijce is ver^ 



rapid, the river filling and emptying 
itself with remarkable celerity. 

The steamer quits the harbour round- 
ing the point on which stands I. the 
Fort de la Cite, then enters the inlet 
formed by the estuary of the Bance. 
The places passed in succession upon 
either bank are — 

1. IHnard(InnJt : H. Dinard, good ; H. 
de France). A pretty watering-place, 
sea-bathing, &c., connected with St. 
Malo by steam ferry every hour. Dili- 
gences to Dinan and to Lamballe daily. 
1. St, Suliac, the prettiest village on 
the Ranee. 

1. I^ort St. Hubert, a little watering- 
place in a charming situation. 
1. Flouer, 
rt. FleudUien, 
Chdtelier, 
1. Taden, 

The river is confined between lofty 
precipices nearly all the way to Dinan, 
and varies in breadth from | to ^ 
m. ; sometimes expanding into wide 
reaches, like the Dart near Totnes. 

The high road from St. Malo to 
Dinan runs on the K. side of the 
Ranee, and is devoid of interest until 
it comes in view of Dinan. 

The postmaster charges 4 kilom. 
extra on quitting St. Malo at high 
water, on account of the circuit round 
the port which his. horses are obliged 
to make, instead of crossing direct to St. 
Servan, as is done when the tide is out. 
Halfway is Ch&teauneuf, a strong 
fort covering the high road to Rennes j 
here are remains of an old castle. 

We here quit the direct road to 
Rennes by St. Pierre de Plesguin 8 ra. ; 
Hede 16 m. {see below). 
Bennes 23 kilom. = 14 J Eug. m. 
[Some of the prettiest scenery of the 
Ranee may be seen by those who, tra- 
velling by land, choose to quit the higli 
road and their vehicle about 8 m. short 
of Dinan, walk over to the river at 
I'Ecluse, and ascend its rt. bank.] 

Pursuing the post-road, the pictu- 
resque towers and spires of Dinan are 
seen crowning the summit of a rocky 
steep, A granite viaduct — a work wor- 
thy of the Romans— carries the car- 
riage-road across the valley of the 
R^incQ nearly on ^ l^vel witj^ the tqwn, 
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60 as to avoid the toilsome descent and 
ascent formerly incurred by travellers 
app roaching from St. Malo. The arches 
are 10 in number; the principal piers, 
rising from the bed of the Ranee, are 
130 ft. high; the whole of solid ma- 
sonry. Tlie work was begun by Louis 
Philippe, but only completed in 1852. 

11 m. Dinan (tnns: H. du Com- 
merce, H. de la Poste, both good, on 
the Place Duguesclin ; H. de Bretagne, 
outside the gate, on the road to Brest, 
noisy). 

The English settled in Dinan are 
now numerous : they have a Chapel, in 
which service is performed on Sundays 
at 11 and 4 J p.m. 

Medical men, Drs. Guillard and 
Piedvache. Banker, Le Corte. 

M. Bazouge keeps a tolerable circu- 
lating library f and sells guide-books, 
maps, &c. 

Mrs. Hobbes' boarding-house is well 
spoken of, charge 35 fr. a week. Fa- 
milies can be received for one or more 
days. Dinners, table d'h6te. 

The Steamer from St. Malo ascends 
the Ranee as far as the bridge of 
Dinan {see above). 

Diligences daily to Lamballe, arid to 
Caulnes-Dinan Stat., on the rly. to 
Brest ; to St. Malo. 

The country in which Dinan is 
placed is perhaps the most beautiful 
in Brittany. The situation of the town 
(8510 Inhab.) is very romantic, on the 
crown and slopes of a hill of granite, 
overlooking the deep and narrow val- 
ley of the Ranee, flowing 250 ft. below 
it. The sides of the hill are exces- 
^ sively steep; but, notwithstanding, 
houses and streets have been built 
along the face of it to the water's edge. 
The Rue de Jerzual, which stretches 
down to the old bridge, is so precipi- 
tous as to be scarcely practicable except 
on foot, and it is even difficult for a 
pedestrian to descend its slippery pave- 
ment; yet this originally formed the 
only approach to the town on the side 
of St. Malo, through a pointed and rib- 
bed Gothic gateway. 

The Porte St. Louis stands close 
to the old and picturesque Castle, 
built about 1300, and often inhabited 
by Anne of Brittany, converted into 



a prison. It was besieged by the 
Duke of Lancaster ift 1389, and 
successfully defended by Duguesclin 
against the English. It stands on 
the edge of the ravine on the out- 
skirts of the town, and isolated from 
it by a deep fosse. The present en- 
trance has been forced through a wall 
into the chapel, a finely vaulted cham- 
ber. A recess on one side, beside the 
altar, in which the lord or lady of the 
castle might hear mass without being 
seen, is called the Fauteuil de la Reine 
Anne. The deep cornice of machicola- 
tions which crown the 'Donjon tower 
give it a very picturesque appearance ; 
there is a good view from its top. 

^he Place Duguesclin receives its name 
from that Breton hero, whose statue is 
placed in the midst of it; and from 
the circumstance of its having been 
the lists in which he fought and van- 
quished an English knight, ** Thomas 
of Cantorbery," whom he challenged to 
single combat for seizing treacherously, 
in time of truce between the two 
nations, his brother Oliver, 1359. 

The CA. of St. Sauveur (M. H.) is an 
interesting edifice, in the Romanesque 
style, such as is more commonly 
met with in the S. of Europe than 
in the N. The crumbling natui*e of 
the granite of which it is composed 
gives it the appearance of greater 
antiquity than it really possesses. 
The lower part of the W. front 
and the S. side are probably of the 
12th or even 11th cent.; the rest has 
been modernised. The central portal, 
a round arch deeply recessed within 
mouldings and pillars (the two outer 
ones detached), is flanked on each 
side by blank arches, containing sta- 
tues of the four Evangelists standing 
on lions, &c., under curious Roman- 
esque canopies. From the wall above, 
the winged lion and ox, attributes of 
St. Mark and St. Matthew, project in 
high relief. The buttresses against 
the S. wall are in the form of round 
attached pillars, or square pilasters 
surmounted by capitals. Nothing 
within the church merits notice ex- 
cept an old b6nitier and a black 
slab in the N. transept, having en- 
^aved on it a double-headed ea^le. 
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whose outspread wings are crossed by 
a bar, below which a quaint inscription 
informs us that the heart of Bertrand 
Duguesclin (spelt gu e a q u I) is depo- 
sited beneath it, while his body was 
laid among those of kings at St. Denis. 
Now neither statement is true. The 
slab was found among the ruins of the 
church of the Jacobins, now razed ; 
and all traces of the heart, and of the 
tomb of the Lady Tiphaine, the wife 
of Duguesclin, by whose side the 
heart was deposited, are gone : the 
body shared the fate af the ro^al ashes 
at the desecration of St. Denis in the 
fievolution. There is a still finer 
Ohurch {St. MaIo\ of the end of 16th 
cent., in the street leading Arom the 
Brest gate to the college. 

The old town wall and watch-towers 
still remain; the streets in the older 
quarters abound in picturesque bits 
of architecture ; no spot in Brittany 
is better fitted to exercise the artist's 
pencil. 

The Museum at the H6tel de Ville is 
yery interesting and instructive for the 
geology and antiquities of the district, 
and especially for the sepulchral monu> 
ments of the Beaumanoirs, removed 
here from the ruined abbey ch. of 
Lehon. 

The admirer of ancient domestic 
architecture should explore the narrow 
streets, with overhanging houses» the 
basements planted on pillars, each story 
projecting on corbels, which form the 
nucleus of the town. Arcades resting 
on carved granite pillars or wooden 
posts are very prevalent. Besides the 
steep Rue de Jerzual already men" 
tioned, the Carrefour d'Horloge, so 
called from its lofty granite clock- 
tower, the Place des Cordeliers, the 
Sue de la Vieille Poissonnerie (where 
is a house bearing the date 1366), and 
the Rue de la Croix (where the house 
of Daguesclin and his lady Tiphaine is 
shown near the Hotel de Ville), are the 
most remarkable in this respect. 

On the outside of the town, under 
the old walls, now overgrown with ivy, 
while the ditches are converted into 
gardens, run agreeable Terraces, com- 
manding beautiful views over the vale 
Qf ^he Btm^e. The ftfont Pol and Mont 



St. Michel are visible, it is said, from 
some points. There are manu^otories 
of fine linen and of sailcloth in and 
about the town. 

Excursions almost without end may- 
be made on horse and fbot in this 
delightful neighbourhood. Donkeys 
may be hired. 

a. At the distance of less than a mile 
from the Porte St. Louis, prettily situ- 
ated in the bottom of a dell, through 
which a streamlet falls into the Ranoe, 
lies the village of Lehon, where are the 
ruins of a onco celebrated abbey and a 
castle. The Abbey is entered by a fine 
circular archway within deep mould* 
ings: the church, now roofless, is in 
the early Pointed style. La Chapelle 
des Beaumanoirs was the burial-place 
of the family of that name, whose 
tombs were broken open at the Re- 
volution, and the remains dispersed, 
while their monumental effigies, ori- 
ginally placed in the niches on either 
side of tne church, have been removed 
to the museum at Dinan, where there 
are 4 figures of warriors in armour, 
and an ecclesiastic, all In high relief ; 
the drapery well executed^ the hands 
folded in prayer. One of them is said 
to have been son of the leader of the 
Bretons in the famous '* Combat des 
Trente." (See Rte. 42.) 

The steep wooded height above the 
village is crowned by the Castle^ now 
reduced to a square inclosure of walls 
levelled to the surface of the potato* 
field which they inclose, having round 
towers in the angles and centre of 
each face. It was taken by Henry 
II. of England, 1168. From this 
castle-crowned height a beautiful view 
opens out of the village and abbey be- 
low, of the course of the Ranee and 
the romantic valley through which it 
flows. The navigation above this is 
eontimied by means of a canal which 
unites the Ranee with the Yilaine. 

The walk may be very pleasantly 
extended from this along the slopes of 
the hills by paths across the fields be- 
hind the Hospice des Alien^s (a mag- 
nificent institution called ks Baa Foins; 
containing 600 inmates; it is under 
the direction of the brotherhood of 
St. Je?in de Dieu j the patiewrs ar<? 
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employed in horticultural and agri- 
cultural occupations), towards the vil- 
lage of St. Esprit, where there is 
a curious Gothic c/mcifix in granite, 
with figures of the First and Second 
Persons of the Trinity, . now muti- 
lated. The charm of this walk, how- 
ever, is the fine view it presents of the 
antique towers and spires of Dinan, on 
the opposite side of tlie valley to the 
rt., ana the insight it affords into the 
curious system of lahyrinthine lanes 
by which a great part of Brittany is 
traversed. The country is well wooded, 
abounding especially in oaks, and each 
field is surrounded by hedges The 
lanes by which it is intersected in all 
directions, owing to the soft and 
crumbling nature of the soil, differ 
little from ditches worn down 8 or 10 
ft. below the surface of the fields, and 
vary in character between a pool or 
slough of mud and a mound of hard 
bare rock. A stranger is almost sure to 
lose his way among them, so intricate 
and numerous are their crossings. The 
country, seamed and grooved by these 
hollow ways, is like a rabbit>warren, 
and this thoroughly explains how the 
Chouans and Vendeans were able, 
among such fastnesses, to set at de- 
fiance so long the armies of the Repub- 
lican Government. 

6. The Chateau de la Garaye is a ruined 
mansion of the time of Francis L, e:(- 
hibiting in its falling walls and towers 
some picturesque bits of architecture in 
the s^le of la Renaissance, intermixed 
withUothic ornaments. The last owner, 
Claude Toussaint, Comte de la Garaye, 
quitting the gay world, converted this 
house into a hospital, while, with his 
wife, he devoted all his time and fortune 
to the care of the sick. To fit themselves 
for this duty they both studied medi- 
cine and surgery, and the lady* became 
an excellent oculist. The hospital was 
destroyed at the Revolution, which the 
benevolent founders fortunately did 
not live to see, having died 1755-7 ; 
but the monument over the graves 
even of these benefactors of the dis- 
trict, in the churchyard of Taden, dvi 

* Mrs. Norton's fascinating poem on theljady 
of Garaye bas added the cuarm of poetical 
Asqoclatiaa to tbeee rulqs. 



not escape destruction from the hands 
of the Revolutionary despoilers. 

c. d. The Castles of Mo^itajilant and 
Guildo^ the latter on the coast near 
Ploubalay. 

«. About 14 m. N.W. of Dinan is 
the Chateau of La Hunavdaye^ an inter- 
esting old castle surrounded by ram- 
parts and ditch, and tolerably perfect, 
in the form of a pentagon. It is sup- 
posed to have been built in the 13th 
century, by Olivier de Tournemioe. 
It is to be reached only by a eross 
road, intricate to find without a guide, 
passing through Corseul, site of Curi- 
osolitum montiooed by Csesar, where 
Roman remains have been discovered. 

About 10 m. beyond the castle, on 
the coast, is St, Cast, where an ill-con- 
trived expedition of the English was 
ignominioufily defeated in attempting 
an inroad on Brittany in 1758. 

/. About 4 m. from Dinan, in the 
middle of a thick wood» are the ruins 
of the castle of the ancient family of 
Coetquens. Beneath are large dun- 
geons. 

1 J m. to La Fontaine, a very pretty 
walk. ^ 

From Dinan to Rennes it may be 
worth while to take the route by 

If^d^f for the sake of the ruined 
Oastle, occupying a rery picturesque 
site and commanding a beautiful view. 
In the chapel of Montmuran, near 
H^^,Duguesclin was armed a knight. 

At Tintinni^res is an old ch. with 
peculiar bell-gable. The small town 
of Evran is situated on the Canal which 
joins the Ranee to the I lie. The castle 
of the Beanmanoirs here is now mo- 
dernised. The country beyond is very 
tame; fields and hedgerows, and 
few villages. Ooantry4iouses, where 
they occur, lie at a distance from the 
road, without lodges or ornamental 
grounds. 

14 m. Rennes Junct. Stat., in Rte. 34. 
Rly. N. to St. Malo (Rte. 28), E. to 
Vitre' (Rte. 84), W. to Brest (Kte. 36), 
and S. 49 m. to Redon Junct. Stat. 
(Rte. 42), and thence to Nantes. 



Tlier^ is a carriage-rp{id from IleDnes 



BwTTANY. Boute i2,--Morlaix to Nantes —Hiidgoet. 

to Nantes by Ch&teaubriant, 1 19 kil,= 
73 Eng. m., through a fine country by 
11 m. Corps Nuds. 

10 m. Thourie. 

1 1 m. Chateaubriant (Inn : H. des 
Voyagears, small, but clean), a town 
of 4834 Inhab., at the junction of 
several roads. Its ancient walls re- 
main nearly intact. The Castle^ full of 
historic interest, was once a Royal resi- 
dence at which Henri II. received the 
investiture of the Garter, at the hands 
of Lord Northampton, 1551, w^as dis- 
mantled by Henri IV. and Louis XIII., 
but part of it, including a spiral stair 
leading to the chamber in which, ac- 
cording to tradition, Fran^oise de Foix 
was bled to death by her husband 
Jean de Laval (1535), are incorpo- 
rated in the public offices. The Ch. 
of ^Y. Jean de Bere is an interesting 
Romanesque structure ; altogether the 
town is worth a visit. 

11 m. La Meilleraye, 
About 1 ra. on the 1. of the road lies 

a Monasterii of the Order of La Trappe. 
It was sold as national property 1793, 
and was repurchased 1816 by a Society 
of Trappists, who had settled at Lul- 
worth in Dorsetshire. They now 
number nearly 150, including lay 
brethren. 

12 m. Nort {Inn: homely, but cheap) 
is a small town on the 1. bank of the 
Erdre, which becomes navigable here 
fiiT steam'irs. One plies daily between 
Nantes and Nort. The Erdre is a river 
of considerable beauty, for 12 m. be- 
low this passing between low rocky 
hills covered with trees, and near 
Nantes ornamented with the country- 
houses of its citizens. At one place it 
swells out into the form of a lake. On 
its rt. bank are Chapelle-sur-Erdre, 
and the castle of la G&cherie, once the 
residence of the Princess Marguerite 
de Navarre, sister of Francis I., and 
authoress of the romances known as 
the 'Heptameron.' 

A little farther is a castle of Gilles de 
Retz, whose story is told in Rte. 59. 
12 m. Carquefou. 
6 m. Nantes, in Rte. 46. 
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llOUTE 42. 

MORLAIX TO NANTES, BY HUELGOET, 
CAHHAIX, NAPOLEOMVILLE, J0S8E- 
MN, AND PLOERMKL. 

This will be found a convenient 
route for visiting the interior of the 
country. It includes several localities 
of interest, and traverses a quiet un* 
beaten track ; in some places a private 
vehicle must be procured. There is a 
diligence from MorlaiK to Carhaix. 

There is a good view of the town 
of Morlaix (Rte. 36) from the heights 
crossed on quitting it. The road gra- 
dually approaches and surmounts the 
chain of the Arree hills, through a 
desolate moorland country. The sum- 
mit-level is reached at Coatanscoui's. 
About 1^ m. beyond Le Hendi, a, 
hamlet 12 m. from Morlaiz, a road 
turns off on the rt. to 

Le Huelgoet (4 m.) {Inn: H, de 
Bretagne), a poor town of 1277 Inhab., 
but very prettily placed on a tarn or 
lake, in a remote and thinly-peopled 
district once celebrated for its Mines of 
lead containing silver. They are situ- 
ated about li m. from the village, in 
the midst of a picturesque valley, 
through which runs a rushing stream, 
concealed from view at one particular 
spot by an ehovlement of colossal frag- 
ments of rocks. The works have been 
suspended, and mines closed. 

In the Church of Huelgoet is a cu- 
rious reading-desk {lutvin) resting on 
a pedestal of wood, resembling a classic 
tripod, each of the 3 sides ornamented 
with a figure in bas-relief. On one is a 
man with long hair and a mace over his. 
shoulder, with no other clothing than 
a short cloak; on another a young 
man in classic garb, bearing a torch in 
one hand and a dart in the other; on 
the third a female bearing a cup and 
vase, in the guise of a Bacchante. 

The Menage de la Vierge is a species 
of cave formed by ftUlen masses of 
granite rock, through which a small 
stream of black water and of unknown 

H 3 
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origin flows, in places out of sight, ex- 
cavating the stone into basins and 
funnels. It is not difl&cult to descend 
into the gulf. Near this is a Booking 
Stone (^Pierre hranlanie), 

[The Cascades of 8t, Herbot will well 
repay a visit from Huelgoet, not so 
much on accoimt of the waterfalls 
themselves as for the pretty scenery 
enjoyed in the walk to the little valley 
in which they lie, varied vaih dense 
woods and bare jutting rocks. The vil- 
lage Churchy surmounted by a square 
tower, contains the tomb and effigy of 
the anchorite St. Herbot, some carved 
screen -work in the choir, and a roodloft 
of elaborate and beautiful workman- 
ship in the style of the Renaissance. 
There are 2 painted windows of rich 
colour dated 1556. It has a fine W. 
portal in the decorated style, but bear- 
ing the date 1516, an ogee arch orna- 
mented with frizzled foliage, and a still 
more beautiful S. porch. Herbot is a 
veterinary saint, who cures the dis- 
eases of animals, provided a lock of 
the beast's hair be laid on his altar. 

At Branilis in the parish of Locque- 
fret, about 6 m. from Huelgoet, at a 
distance from any village, surrounded 
by 3 or 4 hovels, is a fine large Church 
in the best style of Gothic art, sur- 
mounted by a spire, and internally 
adorned with carving in stone and 
wood, and with painted glaas ; it is now 
falling into decay. 

Pouilaotteriy on the direct road from 
Morlaix to Carhaix, contains other lead- 
mines, but inferior in extent and pro- 
ductiveness to those of Huelgoet. 
Here, however, are the smelting -houses 
in which the ore from both mines is 
reduced. The galleries of the mine 
have been driven horizontally J mile, 
and vertically more than 600 ft., 
through the Silurian rocks. These 
works are also now closed. 

There is a direct road (15 m.) from 
Huelgoet to 

Carhaix (Inn: H. La Tour d'Au- 
Vergne,not very good), a primitive, dull, 
and dirty town (2958 Inhab.) among the 
hills, in the midst of that most unso- 
l^histicated district of ancient Brittany 
called Cornouaille. It abounds in old 
houses, with projecting cornices and 



carved timber-work, and is inhabited 
by people who look as old-fashioned as 
their dwellings. Here is shown the 
house in which La Toured' A uvergne 
(The'ophile-Malo Corret) was born, in 
1743; who, a stern republican as well 
as a brave soldier, steadily refused 
rank, but died the "premier grena- 
dier de France," in the battle-field of 
Neuburg, on the banks of the Danube. 
A statue of him by Marochelti has been 
erected in the little Place, In the 
Chateau de la Haye are preserved his 
heart, an early portrait, his sword, and 
his boots. 

A little way out of the town on the 
road to Callac is an ancient structure, 
said to be a Roman aqueduct. There 
is also a Roman road which can be 
traced for moria than a mile on the 
way to St. Gildas. Richard Cceur-de- 
Lion was defeated at Carhaix, 1 197, by 
his rebellious vassals, the nobles of 
Brittany. Six roads — to Brest, Mor- 
laix, St. Brieuc, Vannes, Landemeau, 
and Quimperl^— unite here. 

A direct road leads from Carhaix to 
Lorient, over the high range of the 
Montague Noire bv Le Faouet {Inn: 
Lion d'Or, poor, bub good fishing), 
romantically situated, and having not 
far from it the beautiful but decayed 
Church of St. Fiacre, with oarved 
wooden roodloft, &c. 

The road to Napoleonville quits 
£he Dept. of Finist^re soon after 
leaving Carhaix, passes Rostrenen 
(Dept. Cdtes du Nord), beyond which 
it crosses the Brest and Nantes Canal, 
and reaches 

Napoleonville (or Fontivij). (Inns 
H. des Voyageurs; H. de la Grande 
Maison), An ancient town (Pop. 8146) 
with old walls and gates, to which 
a new quarter was tacked on by Na- 
poleon, who changed the name of the 
place to NapoMonville. At the resto- 
ration of the Bourbons this was dropped, 
but is now revived. The river Blavet, 
rendered navigable to the sea at Lorient, 
and the canal from Brest to Nantes, 
afford openings for some commerce. 
The Castle of the Dukes of Brittany is 
of ancient foundation, but the actual 
edifice was rebuilt 1485. It is very 
picturesque, but rapidly falling to 
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ruin. The fine church tower and spire 
of St. Nicodeme is 6 m. from Pontivy. 
Napol^onville is on tho line of rly. 
from St. Brieuo to Vannes, Kedon, 
and Nantes, joining near Auray the 
great line from Nantes to Brest, passing 
by 

St. Nicolas Stat 14 klls. 8 m. 

Baud ....*... 16 . - 9 

Pluvigner 10 . . « 

Auray 12 . . 7 

[About 10 m. W. of NapoMonville 
is Hohan, cradle of the noble family 
of that name, now a poor and in- 
significant -village, but prettily situ- 
ated. Of the Castle, now neglected by 
the princes its owners, scarcely a morsel 
of wall remains above the surface; the 
last fragments having been pulled down 
to build cottages.] 

Posting is established oil the road 
between Napol^onville and 

21 m. Josselin (Pop. 2766). (Inn : H. 
Croix d* Or.) The Casfle of Josselin, an- 
ancient feudal fortress, foundeld on a 
rock above the river Oust, was the resi- 
dence of the famous Constable de Clis- 
son, who added a donjon, now destroyed, 
to the building, and died here, 1407, in 
a chamber facing the river, still pointed 
out. The oldest parts are the round 
towers, on the outside, built of slate. 
The most remarkable portion of the 
building is the inner front, in the irre- 
gular but picturesque style of Gothic 
in its latest form, equivalent to our 
Elizabethan, and dating probably from 
the 16th cent. It is surmounted by 
pointed gables, and no two divisions 
correspond; the windows, surmounted 
hj Gothic canopies, are interspersed 
^th parapets of interlacing tracery, in 
the midst of which the words **h plus," 
the motto of the Rohans, to whom the 
castle still belongs, cut in letters of 
stone, are constantly recurring. From 
the initials A. V. with a coronet, it is 
supposed to have been built by Alain 
VUI. Vicomte de Josselin. 

The Tomb of Olivier de Clisaon, in the 
Ch. of Notre Dame, was violated at the 
Revolution, and the effigies of himself, 
and his wife Marguerite de Rohan, 
through whom he inherited the castle, 
were broken to pieces. They have 



been carefully put together, restored, 
and placed in a side chapel, ELere is 
some good painted glass. 

In the midst of a gr6ve of firs, half 
way between Josselin and Ploermel, a 
modem obelisk marks the spot where 
the Combat des Trente took place. 
Here, if we may believe Breton poets 
and writers of modern date (for ancient 
authority is wanting for the event, and 
many have doubted whether it ever 
occurred), close to an oak, which has 
long since disappeared, called *' chene 
de Mi Voie," a battle is said to have 
been fought 1351, between 30 Bretons 
on the side of Charles de Blois, and 30 
partisans of Jean de Montfort, consist- 
ing of 20 English, 4 Flemings, and 
6 Bretons, there not being enough 
English on the spot to form the full 
complement of combatants. . The chal- 
lenge was given by Du Beaumauoir, 
the Breton leader of the gariison of 
Josselin, to his opponents, who com- 
posed part of the garrison of Ploermel, 
in consequence of an alleged infraction 
of a treaty by the latter, . The English 
were led on by a knight whom the 
French call Brembro (? Pembroke), 
and after a very stout resistance were 
vanquished, chiefly owing to the death 
of their leader. The combat of the 
30 is not mentioned in the oldest copies 
of Froissart, the contemporary chro- 
nicle of the wars of Brittany, and is 
doubted by Baru in his History; not- 
withstanding which the monumental 
obelisk erected since the Restoration, 
in the place of one destroyed at the 
Revolution, headed *'Vive le lioi! 
Les Bourbons toujours!'* gives a list of 
the names of the 30 Bretons engaged 
in it. 

7 m. Ploermel (Rte. 36). Diligence 
to Questemberi Stat, on the rly. from 
Lorient to Redon (20 m.) passing by 

Malestroit, on the canal from Brest 
to Nantes. 

18 m. Bedon Junct. Stat. (Buffet) 
(see Rte. 44) ; (Inn: H. Lion d'Or) ; a 
town of 6064 Inhab., on the Vilaine, a 
tidjjil river up to this point, and navi- 
gable for vessels of considerable size, 
while the navigation is continued by 
locks above this to Rennes. 

The Churdtj originally belonging to 
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an Abbey, is a fine Gothic building 
of the l4th cent.» yfith a semicircular 
E. end, and a picturesque Romanesque 
central tower. The conventual build- 
ings are converted into a college. 

The Chateau de Beaumont, in the 
vicinity of the town, retains 3 towers 
of considerable antiquity attached to 
modem constructions. There are ex- 
tensive slate-quarries near this. Kly, to 
Lorient, Brest, Nantes, and Kennes. 
{See Rtes. 41, 44, and 46.) 

Nantes. 



ROUTE 44. 

BREST TO NANTES, BY CHATEAULTN, 
QUIMPER, LOMENT, AURAY, VANNE8, 
AND REDON — EXCURSIONS TO CARNAC 
AND LOCMARIAKER. 



Brest by riy. to 
Landcrneau 
Daoulas . . 
Chftteaulin 
Quimper . . 
Ilosporden . 
<iuimperle . 
Lorient . . 
Auray . . 
Vannes . . 
Redon Junct. 
Pont Chftteau 
Saveqay . . 
Nantes . . 



Kil. 

19 

37 

72 

102 

122 

J 47 

167 

202 

222 

275 

3U3 

317 

350 



Miles. 
. 12 
. 23 
. 4& 
. 63 
. 76 
. 91 
. 104 
. 126 
. 137 
. 170 
. 175 
. 196 
. 220 



Railway from Brest (Rte. 36) by Lan- 
demeau Junot. (trains in 40 min.), 
and from Landerneau to Chdteaulin. 
Stoamer from Brest to Ch&teaulin in 
eorrespcmdence with the principal 
trains. 

12 m. Landerneau Junct. Stat. (Rte. 
36). Here the riy. to Nant^ turns 
abruptly S. from the Mne to Morlaix 
and Rennes, by 

Le Faou, seated on a river which be- 
comes all slime at low water. The 
costume of the people in this part of 
Brittany is such as waswom inEngland 
in the time of Charles I. and 11.^- 
slouched hats, trunk hose (bragou bras, 
», e, brogues or breeks), very wide, 
and with many folds, the hair hanging 
down the men's backs, reminding one 
of the pictures in Isaac Walton. The 



black charcoal-burners thus attired 
have a very singular appearance. The 
women here wear a sort of cravat round 
their necks. The Pardon (§5), cele- 
brated four times a year at Rumengol 
near Le Faou, is attended with very 
curious ceremonies. 

From the high ground beyond Le 
Faow a pretty view is obtained on the rt. 
The riy. next dips into a wooded and 
picturesque dell, at the bottom of which 
is a roycJ manufactory of gunpowder, 
called Pont de Puis. Another hill sur- 
mounted, and we reach the banks of 
the Ch&teaulin river at Fort de Launay, 

ITravellers who traverse in the 
steamer the Rade do Brest will pass 
in view^ of 

rt. The Pointe des Espagnols, the 
extreme projection Of the peninsula of 
Qu^lern, and 1. the Pointe de l*Ar- 
morique, both strongly defended by 
forts. During the wars of the Ligue, 
a Spanish force sent over to aid the 
Due do Mercosur in his resistance to 
Henri IV. took possession of the point, 
and, intrenching themselves on it, com- 
pletely commanded the entry of the 
roads. Their fort was at length cap- 
tured by assault by Mar^chal d'Au- 
mont, assisted by 1800 English, com- 
manded by Col. Norris, sent over by 
Queen EHz., after an obstinate defence, 
and all within it were put to the sword 
-*the French say, chiefly through the 
savageness of the English. The l^iglish 
formed the forlorn hope in scaling the 
breach^ and here the veteran mariner 
Frobisher, the tamer of the Spanish 
Armada, got his death wound. 

The peninsula of Qu^lern, consumed 
on both sides by the ever-restless waves, 
exhibits a fringe of notched and jagged 
rocks, which, as they become under- 
mined by the ocean, are constantly 
giving way. Immense fissvires ar« 
formed every year in the ground above, 
and are followed by numerous land- 
slips. These bare and exposed pro- 
montories, covered with heath and cut 
up and corroded by the waves, were 
the chosen site of the worship of the 
Druids, and abound in those curious 
Celtic remains called Druidic stones. 

1. The ruins of Daoula$ Ahb&y (in 
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Breton Mouster-Daoulaz, the monasr 
tery of the 2 murderers), chiefly of the 
15th cent., with earlier portions in 
the round style ; fine porch ; founded 
in 1173 hy Guyomarch V„ Viscount of 
Leon, in expiation of the murder com- 
mitted by him and his son two years 
befoire, of his brother Haraon, Bishop 
of St, Pol de Leon. Near this ai*e the 
quarries of the Kersanton stone, so 
much used for the churches of Brittany, 

rt. The steamer nejct enters the 
inlet of ChateauUn, bending round the 
projecting promontory Liidevennec, 
on which are ruins of a church attached 
to a once celebrated Abbey, the Breton 
Chartreuse, which was destroyed at 
the Revolution, and its valuable char- 
ters and MSS. sent to Brest to be made 
into cartridges for the artillery. 

The banks of the inlet, now contract- 
ing into a river, ai*e pictures<|ue, but the 
course of the stream is very winding. 

Port Launay, where the. Brest 
steamer, brings to, is 2 m. from the 
Rly. Stat. 

There are many slate -quarries on the 
banks of the river near to 

33 m. ChateauUn Stat. (Buffet). (Inns: 
H. Grande Maison ; none good.) A 
dirty town of 3259 Inhab., in a pretty 
park-like valley, having a bridge over 
the Aulne, and a castle in ruins^ on a 
rock behind it. 

Omnibus to Port Launay, 2 m. Ex- 
cursion to the marine cave of Coozon, 
20 m. on the road to- Camaret, de- 
scribed under Brest (Rte. 36). 

[At Fleyben, a town of 5289 Inhab., 
7 m. N.E. of this, on the road to 
Carhaix, is a fine Clmrchy remarkable 
for the combination of the Gothic with 
Renaissance style, surmounted by 3 
towers. At the base of the principal 
one is a well-preserved sculptured 
portal, bearing inside of it statues of 
the 12 Apostles ; the windows are 
adorned with painted glass. In the 
churchyard is a Calvaire resting on 
4 arches, on the sides and the top of 
which our Saviour's passion is repre- 
sented in bas-reliefs and statues, more 
than 120 in number, not ill executed, 
especially the drapery. Date 1670. J 

The rly. here quits the valley of the 



Aulne. From here the line traverses 
a dreary track, the W. prolongation of 
the Montagues Noires, passing by 

7 m. Quem^}i^oen Stat, to 

11 m. Quimper Stat. (Buffet), (fnns: 
H. de rEp($e, very good, on the Quai ; 
H. de France, cood ; H. de Provence.) 
This capital of the D^pt. du Finistfere, 
Pop. 12,532, bears the stamp of anti- 
quity as much as any town in Brittany, 
and is still partly surrounded by the 
walls and watch-towers erected for its 
defence by Pierre de I)reux, who, 
though a bishop, was also a great cap- 
tain in his time. The * Cathedral rears 
its stately W. frontj, with a deep sculp- 
tured portal, rich in foliage, like that at 
Le Folgoet, overlooked by the eques- 
trian statue of King Grallon, between 
two handsome spired towers, rebuilt 
1858, by a penny subscription, from the 
designs of M. Viollet le Due. It is a 
large and fine edifice of the 14th cent., 
and has a polygonal apse, with outer 
aisles, side chapels, and a chancel in- 
clining to the N., not on a line with the 
nave. The interior is of a stately height; 
has a fine trefoil -headed triforium, and 
a clerestory retaining some good old 
glass J ill the S. aisle is a curious grated 
niche. The pulpit is carved and gilt, 
a good Renaissance work. 

The best and most modern houses 
line a quay on the rt. bank of the 
Odet, which flows through Quiniper in 
the form of a canal. On its 1. bank 
stands the Prefecture, fronting a sort 
of Champ de Mars, behind which a 
tall and steep hill rises, covered with 
a hanging wood, cut into ten:ace8 and 
zigzag paths, forming an agi'eeable 
public walk, leading to the top, whence 
there is a fine view of the river, which 
expands gi'eatly below the town. 

Quimper is an agi-eeable residence, 
and. trout -fishing may be had in the 
neighbouring streams : the surrounding 
country is pretty and the inhabitants 
very primitive. A pardon or fete, or 
even the Saturday market, is well 
worth, seeing. There is a Weldl Bap- 
tist mission ch. here. 

Excursions from Quimper : — (a) The 
picturesque manoir of Coat JJily^ a 
little, to the rt. of the road to Ch&- 
teauliu (date 1517) ; the elegant and 
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well-preserved chapel of La M^re de 
Dieu, 16th cent, (b) The Moustoir^ 
an ancient fortified mansion on the 
way to Concameau. (c") To Pont de 
VAbbS, Pointe d>i BaZyAudiei-ne, and 
Douarnenez. Those who can spare 
the time may make a round of 2J 
or 3 days thus: — 1st d.u/, Quimper 
to Penmarch — sleep at Pont I'Abb^ 
(H. des Voyao;eurs ; fair). 2nd day, 
to La Pointe d>i Riz ; be sure to walk 
round the promontory, a f hour's 
walk, the fine scene of the tour — 
returning, sleep at Audierne (H. du 
Commerce ; not very clean). 3rrf 
day, return to Quimper by Douar- 
nenez (H. des Voyageurs ; good). 
Diligence to Pont I'Abbe, 1 1 m. {Inn : 
H. Duhamel). Church has fine rose- 
windows and well-preserved cloisters. 
Drive to Lochiudy, Romanesque Church ; 
also to Penmarch, Ch. of St. Nonna, 
by the Ch. of St. Guenole to the Torch 
de Penmarch, a rocky promontory sepa- 
rated from the mainland by a chasm. 
The bare, rocky peninsula of Penmarch, 
which forms the S. point of the Bale 
d' Audierne, abounds in Celtic remains. 
Near Soc'h is a Druidic parallelogram 
of upright stones, and the finest dolmen 
in Tlnist^re, consisting of 1 6 vertical 
slabs supporting two horizontal or 
tabular stones. 

A vehicle nfiust be hired at Pont 
TAbb^ for Audierne (H.du Commerce, 
clean) to the Pointe, or Bee du Raz, a 
storm-beaten promontory, surmounted 
by a lighthouse, which, though nearly 
270 ft. above the sea, is constantly co- 
vered by the spray during tempests. 
The spot has the most sublime grand- 
eur, not surpassed by any scene of the 
kind in France, and bearing comparison 
with the sea-cliffs on the W. coast of 
Ireland and the precipices of a I{or- 
wegian Fjord. The sea around is al- 
ways tempest-tossed, and the shore of 
the Bale des Tr^passds, so called from 
the number of dead bodies washed upon 
it, is perpetually covered with wrecks. 

The road from Audierne to Douar- 
nenez passes by Pontcroix: fine Ro- 
manesque Ch., richly carved portal — ^a 
neat fishing town (Inn : H. du Com- 
merce, fair and moderate). N". of the 
town, 1 m. distant) is a fine sandy 



beach and excellent bathing station. 
Douarnenez is a cheap place as far as 
living is concerned, and in a most re- 
tired comer of La Basse Bretagne, 
where the Breton language is almost 
exclusively spoken. Diligence in about 
3 hrs. to Quimper. 

The rly. from Quimper to Quina- 
perl^ has been carried round the flanks 
of the hills, instead of over their tops ; 
[but pedestrians should take the coast 
road, passing through the old walled 
town of *Concameau (Pop. 2388), 9 m, 
from the Rosporden Stat. {Inn ; H. 
des Voyageurs — fair), a great station 
for the sardine fishery. There is a 
curious Poissonnerie here, where lobsters 
and shellfish out of season are pre- 
served, and will be shown by the 
owner, who speaks English. Near Tre' 
gonnec ^is a large Pocking -stone (Men 
dogan) ; to the 1, is the Castle of Jtu- 
Stephen^ Isth cent. — a pretty little 
village (H. du Lion d*Or). Ponfaven is 
a very primitive Breton village on the 
road.] 

13 m. Posporden Stat., on the bor- 
ders of a large pond. This will be the 
most convenient place from which 
Concameau can be visited (9 m.). 
Diligence from the station. A fishing 
town of 5434 Inhab. 

7 m. Pannalec Stat. 

8 m. Quiraperle Stat. {Inns: H. Lion 
d'Or), seated amidst hills, on a brawling 
river, the Elle. It is a pretty town of 
6863 Inhab. The large mass of building 
on one side of the Place, now serving 
as Mairie, &c., was originally a convent 
of Benedictines, attached to which is 
the interesting circular Ch. ofSte. Cfxnjt, 
which, having fallen some years ago 
during repairs, has been rebuilt on 
the original plan. 

The church of St. Michel, on the top 
of the hill, is Romanesque, with Gothio 
additions of the 12th and 15th cents. 

The rly. on leaving Quimperl^ pro- 
ceeds to 

8 m. Gestel Stat., and ftom which to 

5 m. lorient Stat. (Buffet). {Inns: 
H. de France, H. du Cygne, both 
good; H. des Etrangers.) There is 
nothing remarkable in Lorient, a dull 
modem town of straight streets and 
37,655 Inhab., save its Dockyan^* It 
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is fortified, and stands in the angle 
between two creeks, one of wliich, 
the estuary of the Scorff, forms the 
port niilitaire, the other the port 
marchand. They unite below the 
town, where they are met by the 
estuary of the Blavet from the E., and 
expand into the Roads ; but as the 
dockyard occupies nearly the entire 
mai'gin, and is surrounded on all sides 
by a high wall, all view of the water 
is excluded from the town. An ex- 
cellent bird's-eye view of the dock- 
yard may be obtained from the top of 
the tower of the parish chiirch. 

At the entrance , of the Dockyard is 
the house of the Prefct Maritime, or 
Port Admiral. The adjacent buildings 
are part of those erected by the *' Com- 
pagnie des Indes Orientales,'* whose 
establishment here, 1666, converted 
into a town a previously obscure vil- 
lage. The company was dissolved 1770. 
Law of Lauriston, the South Sea 
schemer, occupied the house which 
is now the Prefecture. Near to it 
stands a narrow look-out tower 180 
ft. high, called le Phare, overtopping 
all other buildings, affording a view of 
the whole roadstead, and of the coast; 
near this is a small astronomical obser- 
vatory. Lorient is almost exclusively 
a building port. There are 15 or 16 
building-slips (cales) at the Chautier 
de Caudan on the opposite side of 
the Blavet. A fine dry dock was 
finished 1862. A Foundry near to the 
masting-shed, 2 large mast-houses, 
and very extensive workshops, with 
Bteaui-engine and machinery for build- 
iug iron vessels, have been erected. 

The roads open out at the lower ex- 
tremity of the creek which forms the 
port : they are pai-tly dry at low 
water. Lower down is the lie St. 
Hichel, covered with the yellow build- 
ings of the Lazaret, and beyond it, on 
a projecting point, the fortress of Port 
Louis, commanding the entrance of the 
harbour, heavily armed. Napoleon 
III. was shut up in it after the 
attempted rising at Sfcrasburg. 

The estuary of the Scorff is crossed 
by a beautiful Iron Bridge, 360 yards 
long, on leaving Lorient. 

m. Eennebont Stat. {Inn: H. 
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du Commerce ; tolerable), an antique 
town, 5112 Inhab., prettily situated on 
the 1. bank of the Blavet. It is one of 
the chief corn-markets in Brittany. Its 
name will be familiar to all who 
have read Froissart, for the noble 
defence it made in the succession 
war of Brittany in 1342, during two' 
sieges sustained by Jeann6 de Mont- 
fort against the armies of Philippe de 
Valois and Charles de Blois. The cap- 
ture and imprisonment in Paris of 
Jean de Montfort would have ruined 
his cause in Brittany but for his heroic 
countess, who, possessing the courage 
of a man and the heart of a lion, threw 
herself into Hennebont, strengthened 
its works, filled it with provisions, and 
animated the courage of the garrison 
and inhabitants to resist to the last 
extremity. To marshal troops, to 
lead them to the onset, to fight hand 
to hand armed cap-k-pied with sword 
and casque, to manage a war-horse 
with the skill of the most adept cava- 
lier, to preside in council, or dictate 
treaties ; such were the accomplish- 
ments of this noble lady. Several 
times did she sally forth at the head 
of her troops to assail the enemy, 
and on one occasion set fire to his 
camp ; and when the besiegers turned 
round to defend it in such numbers as 
to cut off her retreat into the town, 
she forced her way through them and 
effected her escape to Brest, whence, 
after beating up the country around 
for 5 days, she returned in triumph 
to Hennebont., At length the last 
extremity arrived ; provisions were 
nearly exhausted, her counsellors ad- 
vised surrender, and articles of capitu- 
lation were drawn up. She was forced 
unwillingly to consent to yield, pro- 
vided at the end of 3 days succour did 
not arrive from England. On the eve 
of the 2nd day, as she was gazing from 
her watch-tower, she perceived the 
English fleet, which had been detained 
by contrary winds, entering the mouth 
of the Blavet in full sail, bringing 
the brave Sir "Walter Manny, with 
a strong force of English knights 
and ai'chers, and plenty of provisions. 
All thoughts of surrender were now 
abandoned ; and, after one or two 
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successful sorties, the siege was 
raised. Two years after this, Edward 
III. landed here with an army of 
12,000, which laid siege to Vannes. 
In 1 375, however, the town was taken 
by Duguesclin, and the English gar- 
rison put to the sword, except the 
commanders Wisk and Prior, who were 
reserved for ransom. The only relics 
^ow remaining in the town from that 
period of bloodshed are a portion of 
^he town -wall on the side of the river, 
and a pointed gateway which led to the 
castle, between 2 very massive round 
towers, now a prison. The Church is 
said to have been built by the Eng- 
lish ; it is unfinished, and only re- 
markable for a lofty and elegant portal, 
recessed and fringed, not unlike that 
at Harfleur, surmounted by a crock- 
eted steeple. There are some pic- 
turesque old houses here. 

A dreary country of moor and heath- 
land is crossed on quitting Hennebont 
before reaching 

16 m. Anray Junct. Stat. {Buffet,^ 
(Branch rly. to (27 m.) Pontivy (Napo- 
leouville), Rte. 42, and thence to St. 
lirieuc, Rte, 36.) {Tnns : H. Pavilion d'on 
haut, clean and good ; carriages may be 
had ; H. Poste, good). A town of 4542 
luhab., on the Auray ; containing some 
good examples of the sombre over- 
hanging houses of the 17th cent., but 
chiefly important as the best staiiiing- 
])oiut for visits to the antiquities of 
Canuic and Locinariahr, The view 
from the " Belvedere" above the town 
is one of the most pleasing in Brit- 
tany. Good fishing and- shooting about 
Auray. 

The Castle of Auray, no part of 
which is now standing, is said to have 
been founded by King Arthur. A 
battle fought under its walls, 1364, 
settled the succession to the dukedom 
of Brittany in favour of young De 
Montfort, son-in-law of Edward III., 
who owed the victory to his English 
allies, under Sir John Chandps. In 
the opposite ranks fought Duguesclin, 
who was made prisoner by Chandos, 
find Olivier, de Olisson, who lost an 
eye in the battle. Charles de Blois 
was slain in the thickest of the fight, 
and there fell on his side not less 



than 5000 men, while the English 
lost a comparatively small number. 

Steamer from Auray to Nantes, 
touching at Belle Isle. (Inn: H. de 
France.) This island was captured by 
the English, under General Hodson 
and Admiral Keppel, in 1761. Fine 
coast view from the lighthouse, the 
masonry of which was contracted for 
by Geii. Trochu's father, who; is buried 
in the cl^.-yard. In the Citadel is a 
state prison, ^ear the village of Ban- 
gor ai'e two Menhirs, Jean and Jeanne 
de Runells. 

[^Excursions from Auray— 

a. To Carnac; h. Locmariaker and 
G5.vr Innis ; c. Quinipily ( ?) ; d. Char- 
treuse. Those who ai*e not pedestrians 
will do well to make separate excur- 
sions to Locmariaker and Carnac, de- 
voting to each a day ; hiring a carriage 
(8 to 10 fr.) from the Inn at Aumy to 
go aud return, 

a. To Carnac, 9 m. ; good road. 
The road from Auray cuts through 
one gi'oup of the standing stones at 
Maeuac about J m. short of Carnac. 
The various groups stretch across the 
country E. to W., with gaps between, 
nearly 7 m. . 

"In order to obtain a correct view 
of the Carnac monuments with the least 
amount of wiilkiug, the visitor coming 
from Auray. had better leave his car- 
riage when he first sees the central 
group of stones at Kermario, and then 
proceeding E. visit the group at the 
farm of Kerlescant. Returning from 
Ijhis to Maeuac ("the Stones"), at the 
other extremity (1 m. from Kermario), 
he will obtain a complete knowledge 
of the form of the monument. This 
he will find consists of three great 
groups or phalanxes. The first, be- 
ginning on the east near Chd.teaa du 
Lac, runs nearly due E. and W. for 
about 2000 feet to Kerlescant. At 
first the stones are so few and so far 
apart, as well as so small, that it is 
impossible to say where the arrange- 
ment begins ; but as we approach 
within about 1000 ft. from Kerlescant^ 
some regularity is perceptible; the 
stones become lai^pjer, and at last ter- 
minate in 11 well-defined ranks of 
stones XO or 12 feet high, as an incio- 
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sure called Le Bed. This is a rectan- 
gular ai-ea measuring about 250 by 1 50 
feet, bounded on the east by the 11 
ranks juat mentioned, on the north by 
a long tumulus or barrow, and on th^ 
two other sides by a wall of upright 
stones about 6 feet high placed nearly 
UJ juxtaposition. 

"Leaving Le Bal, very few stones 
can be traced for a distance of nearly 
2000 feet. The few" that exist are 
scattered here and there, are so small, 
and are so irregularly spaced, that they 
would not be remarked by any one 
passing over the plain and not looking 
for such, objectfl. About the wind- 
mill of Kermario order is again per- 
ceived ; and as we rise the hill beyond 
they gradually increase in size and 
regularity, till at the faria we again 
^d 11 iranks of large stonee 12 to 16 
feet in height. As before they termi- 
nate abruptly, but this time, instead of 
a squai'e inclosure, a large and impor- 
tant Dolmen is the object in front. 
The whole distance from Le Bal to the 
Dolmen is about 4000 feet : the direc- 
tion S.W. 

"Still proceeding S.W, there are no 
stones, and apparently never were any, 
for more than 1000 ft. In the next 
1000 there are a few solitary menhirs, 
but so irregularly spaced that it is 
impossible to trace any order among 
them. Beaching the bottom of the 
valley, however, where the road from 
Aiuray crosses the monument, they be- 
come more frequent, and as we rise 
the hill they again become regularly 
i^ged into 11 ranks, and increase in 
size till they abruptly stop at Maenac. 
This is the finest group of the whole, 
some of the stones being nearly 18 feet 
in height, and as many in circumfer- 
ence. Thia third phalanx terminates 
in front of a circular inclosure the 
exact alignment of which it is some- 
what difficult to follow, owing to the 
village being built within it, but it 
appears to have been described with a 
radius of about 200 feet ; the segment 
remaining being about 400 N. and S., 
and 250 K. and W. From the Dolmen 
to the circle is about 4000 feet-^the 
whole monument being thus somewhat 
under 2 English miles in kugth* 



" Having completed his survey of the 
great stone monument of Carnac, the 
traveller should then visit Mont St, 
Michelf a cairn or mound of loose stones 
surmounted by a chapel, and command- 
ing a general view over the waving lines 
of stones, the Peninsula of Quiberon, 
and the sea. Thence to Carnac, ^ of a 
mile, when the traveller will rejoin his 
carriage. 

" Canuxc, 9 m. from Aui-ay. (Inns: 
Lantram ; H. Rdo, dear : H. des Voya- 
geurs, homely, but not bad.) 

"Leaving Carnac village, the traveller 
may next proceed to Plouharnel and 
Erdeven, visiting on his way the great 
dolmen of Courconno, which is one of 
the finest in the neighbourhood. It is 
vituated on the right hand of the road, 
about halfway between the two last- 
named places. 

'* The monument at Krdeven, about 
5 m. N.W» of Carnac^ is similar in 
many respects to that at Carnac, but 
on a much smaller scale. The 11 
rows of stones can in some places 
be clearly made out, but the whole 
width does not exceed 200 feet, whilst 
at Carnac their average width reaches 
from 300 to 350 feet, and, except at 
the west end, the stones at Erdeven 
are very much smaller. The disposi- 
tion of the monument is also different. 
In the centre is a circular hillock, pro- 
bably in part artificial, or at least ai*ti- 
ficially shaped, on which stand two 
Dolmens of no great importanoe. The 
monument passes along the southern 
face of this, but here the stones are so 
small, so irregularly spaced^ and so far 
apart, as hardly to attract attention, 
and many, no doubt, are natural stones 
in 9itu, Proceeding eastward they 
increase in sizej and where they termi- 
nate in front of a large tumulus, they 
assume a regularity and size approach- 
ing that of Carnac. 

"Proceeding W. from the cen- 
tral point, in many places all trace of 
the atones is lost; but again they 
reappear, sometimea in regular rows, 
till, when approaching the road between 
Erdeven and Plouhaniel, they assume 
an imposing appearance. Their dispo- 
sition at this point, however, is so 
irregular^ that it is impossible to mal^e 
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out what the oidginal plan may have 
been. Many have fallen. The princi- 
pal group has been cut through by 
the road, and an irregular straggling 
group proceeds northward, which has 
no apparent connection with the prin- 
cipal alignment. Some of the stones 
in the last group are from 20 to 23 
feet in length, and measure 5 feet 
across at base. Their general height 
is from 12 to 16 feet. 

"The whole length of the Erdeven 
monument is 5700 feet ; or more cor- 
rectly it may be described as two 
phalanxes, smaller but similar to those 
at Carnac, each measuring 2600 feet, 
but their heads ttimeS from each 
other, instead of following, as at 
Carnac. Beyond the western head, at 
a distance oi about 5000 feet, on the 
Erdeven road, is another group, whose 
plan and destination it is now impos- 
sible to make out. 

" Besides the two great monuments, 
there is a smaller one near the village 
of St. Barbe; two groups at right 
angles to the south'ward of the east end 
of the Erdeven monument, and one 
about a mile to the westward of the 
same, near the village of Kerangre. 

** In returning from Erdeven to 
Aui-ay, the traveller should visit the 
group of dolmens close to the village of 

*' Ploufiamel and the collection of 
antiquities, gold torques, flint knives, 
&c., found in one of them, preserved 
in the Hotel de Commerce, a comfort- 
able Inn, with intelligent landlord.! 
A little farther on there is a fine 
group 6f three dolmens on the left 
hand, close to the road, and half a mile 
from these another group of three on 
the right hand : both are visible from 
the road. 

"The stones of Carnac may amount 
to 1000 in number ; they are of the 
granite bf the country, which in places 
protrudes bare to the surface. Many of 
them are white, with long hairy lichens, 
-which seem to be the growth of ages. 

"In the present state of our know- 
ledge no very distinct opinion can be 
formed either aa to the date or the 
purpose of these mystdrious monu- 
ments. It is certain they were not 
sepulchral, as no trage^ of interments 



of any sort have been found near or 
among the stones. This may be very 
well observed where the Auray road 
crosses the Camao monument. A 
large surface has there been excavated 
among the stones, to obtain materials 
for the road, and the stones are left 
on the top of small pillars of sand and 
gravel. These, it will be observed, 
are absolutely undisturbed. 

** If they were intended for religious 
purposes, they are unlike any other 
sacred monument known to us, and no 
arrangement could be less suited than 
these parallelitha are for either con- 
gregational or processional purposes. 

** The remaining hypothesis seems to 
be that they are military monuments. 
Nothing could better represent the 
march of three bodies of troops, the 
chiefs in front, than the three pha- 
lanxes of Carnac ; or their battle array 
better than those at Erdeven. 

"There is nothing in history, and 
hardly anything in tiudition, that 
throws any light on the mystery.'* — J. F. 

The monuments of Carnac and the 
Morbihan Archipelago bear more re- 
semblance to those of the Orkney 
Islands than to Stonehenge. Some 
have supposed them to have been con- 
nected with the worship of the serpent. 

6. To Locmariaker — 

The Excursion to Carnac and Loc- 
mariaker may, if pressed for time, be 
made in one day, provided the tra- 
veller can walk 6 or 8 m., the only 
mode of passing between these two 
places by land being on foot. If 
the wind and tide be favourable he 
may hire a boat for 8 or 10 francs and 
descend the Auray to Locmariaker. 
Let him seek out the pilot Joseph, an 
old sailor and good boatman. It is a 
pleasant voyage, when assisted by the 
tide, of a little more than an hour. If 
he visit (>dvr Innis, 1 or 1^ hr. more 
is required. 

In saiUng up or down the estuary of 
the Aui'ay we pass 

rt. The Chateau de Flessis Kaer, a 
Gothic castle, with additions of the 
time of Francis I., and the ruins of 
another, called Bosnareu. Near this 
the boatmen assert that ruins of the 
piles of ^ bridge, -v^hich they attribute 



164 



Bauie 44. — Tlie Mwhihan^-Lcfcmmialzer, Soot. II. 



to Caesar, raay be discovered in the 
bed. of the river at low water. 

rt. A perfect Chateau, called Ker-, 
entree^ The river now widens out, 
and a little farther on we enter 

The Morhihan (Little Sea), an inland 
sea or archipelago from which th? de- 
pai-tment is named, so thickly beset 
with islands that the common belief 
assigns them a number equad to the 
days of the year. The shores on all 
sides have a most jagged outline, 
fringed with capes, creeks, and inlets ; 
they are of gitmite, barely covered 
with the scantiest vegetable soil, sup- 
porting a growth of barren heath; 
very often the surface is mere bare 
rock. 2 narrow peninsulas or arms, 
projecting from the E. and W., sepa- 
mte this gulf from the sea, allowing 
only a narrow passage between them. 
This archipelago is very diflficult to na- 
vigate — a perfect labyrinth of islands, 
separated by intricate passages which 
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only the experienced navigator can 
thread. The land rises but little above 
the sea ; tho peasantry are miserably 



poor, and barely win a scanty crop 
from a soil whose proper productions 
seem lieath and furze. 

. ** Those who go by land to Loo- 
mar jaker may first visit, the Mane 
Hellud or Maae Lud (Mountain of Cin- 
ders), next the Dolmen (Dol er Groach', 
not far off rises a larger tumulus, 
Man^ ar Groach (Montagne de la Fees), 
also called the Butte de Cesar, Pass- 
ing by some dolmens, we went to the 
Dol ar Marohand, the Menhir, and the 
sculptured stones. Here we took a 
boat for Gdvr Innis, best worth seeing 
of all ; the boatmen did not encourage 
a visit to the oth^r islands." 

Locmariaker ia a poor village. No 
proper /nn, but good boats aud 
ste^y boatmen for Gavr Innis, 
Auray, or Vannes. It stands on a 
heathy promontory projecting betinreeii 
the ocean and the Morbihan, but is 
deserted by the tide at low water, 
so that one must land at a sort of pier 
a little to the S. of the yillage. 

Within the space of a mile from 
this village are tl^e following monu- 
ments: the Mani Lud or Hellud , a 
mouttd of earth, about f m. N.W. of 
the village, containing a fine stone 
chamber, the sides and roof of which 
are covered with sculptured figures, to 
a greater extent than any other on the 
mainland. There is another similar 
mound to the S. W. called Mane ar 
Groach (Fa^ry hill) or Butte de Caesar 
containing a stone chamber, in which 
were found stone, implements, and 
glass and jasper necklaces, removed to 
Vannes, and a stone with hiero- 
glyphics st^U remaining to puzzle the 
learned. Between these, the most Idt 
teresting of the stone monuments lie 
to the N. of the village. Contiguous 
to the last house )is a menhir 25 ft. 
long) overthro>wn like most others in 
this district'; a little to the 1. on an 
eminence is a dolmen, the top Btone 
of which is 12 to 15 ft. square, and 
in parts 3 ft. thic^. Still farther to 
the N. lies prostrate and broken 
into 2 fragments a large MenJUr, per- 
haps the largest known. The 2 pieces 
now lie at right-angles, each 30 ft. 
in length, 6 ft. high, as it lies, and 
12 ft. broad, N^ai- to it is another 
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dolmen called Doi or Marchand, the 
Merchant's Table, larger than any in 
the neighbourhood ; it consists of 2 
table-stones, one of them •!« ft. by 
12, supported on the points of 3 
■vertical ones. You may creep uuder 
it, and remark the singular figures cut 
on its under surface. 

Locmariaker (i.e. place of the Virgin 
Mary) is supposed to occupy the site 
of the ancient Dariorigum, the capital 
of theVenetes: its position agrees with 
Crosar's description of their *' oppida 
in extremis Unguis,' pi^omontoriisque 
posita." Some substructions of houses 
near the village attributed to the Ro- 
mans. 

Between Camac and Locoiariakei^, 
a walk of 8 in. (2 hrs. ; a good road), a 
frith of the sea penetrates for inland, 
and is crossed halfway by the Perry 
of Kerispere^ prettily situated, and. 
commauding a view of the little port 
of La Trinite in the bay of Craoh. 

I^e pedestrian should make for 
Chateau du Lac and Kerlescant, where 
the stones of Cartiac begin on the E., 
and should follow them by Kermario, 
Maei^ac, and Mont St. Michel, to Car- 
nac. (See above.) 

From Locmariaker by all means 
take a boat and visit thfe island of 
Gatr Innis (Goat Island), about 2 m. 
distant to the E., at the entrance to 
the Archipelago of Morbihan. It is 
of granite, about J m. long. Its highest 
point is surmounted by a Tumulus 30 ft. 
high and 300 ft. in circumference. 

"In the centre of the tumulus is a 
stone gallery, terminating in a square 
chamber, the whole measuring inter- 
nally 52 feet, in a direction nearly E. 
and W. On the N. side there are 14 
upright stones in the chamber and 
gallery, on the S. only 13. All these 
are covered with sculptJures, or rather 
engravings, something like the tattooing 
oi a New Zealander, and i^eem merely 
ornamental. The only objects that can 
be recognised Bste the serpent, and in 
several cases whAt appear to be repre- 
sentations of stone axes. 

** The roof of the gallery is dotoposed 
of 8lab9 12 or 14 feet in length, and the 
great stone that covera the western 



chamber toeasures more than 20 feet 
in length by 15 or 16 in width. On 
one side of the chamber, in the central 
stone, are cut two stone handles, 
making 3 circular openings into what 
appeal's to have been a receptacle for 
holy water, though antiquaries are 
divided in opinion as to their use, 
the popular theory being that the 
victims were bound to them, for which 
absurdity it need hardly be added 
there is not a shadow of authority." — 
J.F, 

In the adjoining Isle aux Moiiies is 
a semicircle of standing stones, also a 
tumulus. 

The traveller, after visiting Carnac, 
might continue the voyage along the 
shore to St. Gildas, in the peninsula of 
Rhuyfe (see p. 167), and proceed thence 
by Sai'zean or Sucinio to Vannes. 

c. An excursion can be best made 
from Auray to Baud by rail (16m.). 

About 1 m. W. of Baud, a small 
town 15 m. N.E., on the railway, 
from Auray to Napoleonville, is the 
statue called Venus of Quinipily, stand- 
ing in the gardien of an old ruined 
chd,teau of that name. It is of granite, 
8 ft. high, coarsely worked and badly 
designed ; the arms are crossed in front 
over a piece of drapery like a stole, 
descending halfway down the thighs; 
in other respects it is naked. Nothing" 
is known concerning its origin, and the 
conjectures are very vague on the sub- 
ject. One ^writer supposes, from its 
Egyptian chai'acter, that it was a Gallic 
Isis, and it is called Venus only in the 
inscriptions on the pedestal set up 1689. 
This much is certain, that down to the 
1 7th centy. it was worshipped with foul 
rites, and is even now looked on with' 
superstitious veneration by the pea- 
santry. 

d. In another direction, less than a 
mile from Auray, is the nunnery of the 
Ghartreuse; occupied by the Softurs de 
la Segesse, who direct, a school for 
the deaf and dumb. Attached to 
the K. side of the church is the 
Sepukhrctl Chapel erected by the Bonn* 
bons to the 952 nnfoHunate Emigres 
and Royalists who composed the ill- 
adVised expedition to Quiberon, Aug. 

. 1 795 — the greater pai't of whom either 
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fell there, or were shot by the Bepub- 
Ucans on the banks of the Auray, at 
the spot called Le Champ des Marty ra^ 
marked by a small Grecian Temple not 
far distant from the Chartreuse, sip- 
proached by a dark avenue of pines. 
A sarcophagus adorned with baa-reliefs 
bears the, names of 1111 who fell. 
Their remains are in a vault under- 
neath, which is shown to visitors by 
letting down a lighted taper into it. 

The village of Brech, 3 m. above 
Auray, was the birthplace of George 
Cadoudal, the most active leader of the 
Chouans. Morbihan was the centre 
of their insurrection. 

The Peninsula of Quiberon stretches 
10 m. S. into the sea, to the W. of the 
village of Camac. Its name is associ- 
ated with melancholy recollections of 
the ill-contrived and ill-executed ex- 
pedition, consisting of 6000 French 
emigrants in the pay of England, who 
were landed there from a British fleet 
1795, and, after a futile attempt to 
break through the Bepublican armies 
opposed to them, were for the most 
part shot down, or driven into the 
sea by General Hoche. .The surprise, 
by Hoohe, of Fort Penthi^vre, which 
guards the neck of the peninsula, and 
of which the ^migr^s had made them- 
selves masters on first landing, decided 
the fate of the expedition. Sombreuil, 
their brave leader, when expelled from 
it, drew up his little band on the 
farthest extremity of the sand, where 
they made the most determined resist- 
ance, so as to call down the admira- 
tion of their antagonists and fellow 
countrymen. Humbert^ the repub- 
lican general, advanced with a flag of 
truce, and promised that their lives 
would be spared if they laid down 
their arms. A storm prevented the 
British fleet rendering them any assist- 
ance; one corvette alone for a time 
checked the Republicans by its de- 
structive fire, and a few of the fugi- 
tives were brought off in the boats of 
the squadron; but many, including 
women and , children, perished in the 
waves. 4000 were made prisoners, and 
the greater number shot, after a mock 
trial, by order of the Convention. HOO 
\infortunate men, most of them persons 



of rank or station, who capitulated on 
promise of amnesty, with their com- 
mander, Sombreuil, were, in spite of 
that, conveyed to Auray as prisoners 
of war, and shot there. The descent 
on Quiberon was an example of the 
danger of disgrace and failure which 
England runs by "waging little wars."] 

JRaU, Auray to Nantes. 

There is nothing to note beyond 
Auray until reaching 

2 m. St. Anne (T Auray Stat. {Inn : H. 
de France), 2 m, S. of the village is a 
celebrated pilgrimage cJiwch and foun- 
tain, the Mecca of Brittany, frequented 
by thousands of devotees from all parts 
of the province by sea and land to 
the number of 20,000 or 80,000, who 
repair hither in Whitsun week, to adore 
a fragment of a statue of St. Anna re- 
vealed in a vision to a peasant, Yves 
^icolazic in 1 623. The Ch. is a modem 
and not handsome building. 

10 m. Vannes Stat. {Inns: H. du 
Commerce, good ; H. du Daupliin, 
fair ; H. de France, new house ; H. de 
la Croix Verte.) This chief town of 
the D^pt. of Morbihan (Pop. 14,560). 
the ancient capital of Basse Bretagne, 
and retaining in its name the mark of 
the Veneti, the great Keltic tribe of 
Ancient Brittany, whose power was 
destroyed by Crasar, is built at the 
extremity of a narrow inlet, branching 
out of the Morbihan, and about 15 m. 
from the open sea. It possesses in an 
eminent degree the character of anti- 
quity which distinguishes most Breton 
towns, in its narrow streets, overhang- 
ing houses, massive town wallB and 
gates, but has little to detain the 
traveller. ■ The Cathedral towers and 
one in the centre of the; town, called 
Tour du Conn^able, because Olivier de 
Clisson was said to have beeu confined 
in it 1387, are the only buildings worth 
mentioning. The Museum of the Societe 
Polymathique du Morbihan, in the 
Tour du ConHetable, contains several 
Celtic and Druidical remains from the 
sepulchral monuments of the depart- 
ment." 

A good guide-book of the Depart- 
ment is to be procured at Cau4ei'an*s 
book-shop« 
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The castle into which the Constable 
de Clisson was entrapped, under pre- 
tence of asking his opinion of the 
new fortifications, by John (IV". ) de 
Montfort (1387), who then locked the 
door upon hini, and loaded him with 
chams, was the Chateau de VJIennine, 
which was razed to the ground in the 
16th cent. Clisson owed his life to the 
forbearance of the governor, Bazvalan, 
who (like King John's Hubert) pre- 
tended compliance with De Montfort's 
order to murder his prisoner, but, 
when his master's anger cooled^ in- 
formed him of his captive's safety. 
Clisson was not released, however, 
without paying a heavy ransom. He 
died soon crfter. 

A sailing-boat with a favourable 
wind will cross the Sea of Morbihan 
to Locmariaker, on the way to Carnac 
in about 2^ hours; but as no convey- 
ances are to be obtained at either, 
most persons will prefer visiting these 
places from Aura^. 

[^Ejjcursion through the Promontory of 
Bhuyg, 

The peninsula of SJmySf which, with 
that of Locmariaker, form, as it were, 
the natural piers separating the Sea of 
Iforbihaa from the Atlantic, contains 
several objects of interest, which can 
be conveniently visited in a carriage 
or on foot from Vannes. The roa4 
leads by Sorzeau (humble Inn), an 
obscure town, but memorable as the 
birthplace of Lesage, the author of Gil 
Bias. From Sarzeau proceed to the 
Castle of Sucinio, a perfect feudal for- 
tress, built 1260 by John the Red, Duke 
of Brittany. It has the form of a pen- 
tagon flailed by 6 roimd towers. It 
was the birthplace of the Constable de 
Bichemont, who defeated the English 
at Fonuigny. Beturnlng to Sarzeau, 
visit next the ruined Cfi^ of the Abbey 
of St. Qildas de JRhuys, remaH^able as 
the retreat of Abelard in 1125. He 
narrowly escaped being poisoned by 
the refractory monks, whose dissolute 
nmnners he wished to repress. The 
remains consist of a modern nave, and 
a very ancient choir in the Romanesque 
style, terminatmg at the E. end in 3 
semicircular chapels. The walls of the 
transept are partly of herring-bone 



masonry. The date of the oldest part 
of the building is probably 1038. The 
tomb of the saint is pointed out; 
an ancient font deserves notice. St. 
Qildas is about 21 m. from Vannes. 
The convent is now occupied by nuns, 
who in sunamer take families to boai'd 
for sea-bathing; the men living in the 
town. 

About 4 m. from Sarzeau is the 
Butte de TuyniaCf or Grand Mont, one 
of the largest tumuli in France, 70 
ft. high and 800 in circumference, and 
planted near the extremity of the, pro- 
montory; a dark passage admits the 
visitor to a small chamber, opened in 
1853, when ^yeral stone celts, bead 
necklaces, and human bones were dis- 
covered in it. A boat may be hired 
near the Butte de Tumiac for Gavr 
Innis and Locmariaker, 

Floermel (see Rte. 36) can be visited 
from Vannes by the post-road to 
Dinan, distance about 20 m.] 

The railway from Vannes to Redon 
and Nantes turns away from the sea, 
passing through a country abounding 
in heath and broom, to 

7 m. JElven Stat. About 2J m. from 
the Station 1^ m. from this village 
is the Castle of Largoet, the principal 
relic of which, of later date than 
the ruins around, was probably erected 
when the castle was restored, after 
the model of one in Syria. In the 
old castle, dismantled by Anne de 
Bretagne, young Henry of Richmond 
^afterwards Henry VII.) ^was shut up 
tor many years, with his uncle the 
Earl of Pembroke, by Francis II., 
Duke of Brittany. Fugitives from their 
own country after the battle of Tewkes- 
bury, they were driven by a storm on 
the coast of Brittany, and Henry re- 
mained a prisoner nearly 15 years, until 
1484, when, escaping into France, he 
accepted the invitation of friends in 
England to try his fortune against 
Richard III. In the churchyard is a 
curious Ossuary. 

The country between Vannes and 
Redon offers little interest. The rly. 
passes by 

9 m. Questernbert Stat. Diligence to 
Ploiirmel. 

7 m. Maknsao Stat, 
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6 m. St. Jacub Btat. 

6 m. Redon Junct. Stat, (see Rte. 
42). Railway to Kennes (see Rte. 34). 

fOmrttJits to 
• La RocJie Betitard (12 m.) on the old 
post-road from Lorient to Nantes, and 
on the'l. bank of the Vilaine, which is 
there crossed by a Sitspension Bridge of 
ironwu'e, supported on 2 piers of granite 
masonry, each approached by 3 lofty 
arches of granite. The opening be- 
tween the two points of suspension 
measures 626 ft., the elevation of the 
roadway above high- water mark 108 ft. 
In its general appearance it resembles 
the Henai bridge; it was constructed 
under the su'perintendence of M^ Le- 
b}an<;, an eminent civil engineer. 

The road leading to and from the 
bridge is well engineered, and leaves 
the town of La Roche Bernard on 
one'side. Inn : Hdtel Silvestre, toler- 
able, on the road, J m. S. of the 
bridge.] 

Beyond Redon the country is dreaiy, 
with few hills. The railway crosses 
the Vilaine river by an iron bridge, 
45 yds. span. 

8'm. Severac Stat. 

3 m. /SY. Gtldas Stat. 1. ruined con- 
vent of St. G. 

3 m. D)*effeac Stat. 

4 m. Pont Chateau Stat., through 
tunnel. 

2 m. Saoenay Junct. Stat. (Buffet.) 
Her© a line diverges on rt. to St. Na- 
fcaire (Rte. 47). At Savenay, in Decem- 
ber 1793, the last relics of that daring 
ttiTny of Venddan peasants, which 
had crossed the Ijoire 6 weeks before 
80,000 strong, now reduced to 8000 
or 10,000, made a last stand against 
the Republicans, but their obstinate 
bravery was of little avail against over- 
powi^ring numbers. They fbught long 
after their ammunition was exhausted, 
eVen women taking part in the combat, 
but were at length cut to pieces or 
made prisoners, 3000 only escaping 
back into La Vendue. 

Glimpses of the estuary of the Loire 
are seen on the rt. 

7 m. Cordemais Stat. 

3 m. St. JStienne^'Monluc Stat. 

8 m. Basse Indre Stat. Near here, 
but on the opposite side of the Loire, 



are extensive steam»engine works of 
the Qoverhment. 

4 m. Ohanienay Stat. 

The approach to Nantes is marked 
by the number of neat villa residences. 

2 m. Nantes (in Rte. 46). 



ROUTE 46. 

LB MANS TO NANTES, BT ANGERS — RAIt. 

Le Mans to Kil. Miles. 

JjaSute 19 . . 12 

SaJ)l» 48 . . 29 

Morannes ..... 62 . . 38 

Tierce ...... 77 . . 47 

Angers 97 . . 60 

iDgrandes 133 . . 82 

Anceais 153 . . 95 

Cholet 158 . . 98 

Nantes 175 . . 107 

5 trains daily in 4| hrs. 

Le Mans is described in Rte. 34, 

The Rly. from Le Mans to Angara 
runs through a well wooded and- toler- 
ably fertile couutiy, following gene- 
rally the course of the Sarthe, which 
is crossed at (12 m.) La Suze Stat., 
again at 6 m. iSfoyen Stat., and again at 

12 m. Sable Stat. {Inn : H. La Croix 
Verte, comfortable and moderate), "a 
beautiful little town on the Sarthe, 
with a chateau built by M. de Torcy, 
foreign minister in the reign of 
Louis XIT. (1696-1715). and nephew 
of Colbert, still in the Torcy ' family. 
Near Sabl^ are mferble-quarries. An- 
thracite coal is worked at La Ragotene." 
— Z. About 2 m. beyond Sabl€, half 
an houi's walk by the river-side, is 
the Abbey of Solesmes, re-occupied by 
a society of Benedictine monks, who 
devote themiBelves to study in this 
picturesque retreat. The cliurcli is 
remarkable for 4 groups of statues, 
called Les Sainies de Solesmes, inclosed 
in nichfes, each surrounded by a rich 
framework of architecture and sculp- 
ture, in a style of Gtothic approaching 
to the Renaissance. The groups of 
statuary represent, 1. The Entomb- 
ment of our Saviour ; the head of 
Christ and the figure of the Ma^lalen 
are particularly well executed. Above 
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the recess rises a pointed arch decorated 
with rich foliage ; date 1496. 2. Chi'ist 
di'sputingwith the Doctors ; the figures, 
in the dress of the 15th cent., are 
somewhat coarse. 3. On the 1. of the 
choir, the Communion of the Virgin. 
4. Death of the Virgin, in the N". tran- 
sept. These sculptures, which appear 
to be contemporary portraits of the 
15th cent., have been attributed to 
Italian artists. An altar in the S. 
transept has been lately fitted up with 
fragments of other statuary found 
among the ruins of the abbey. The 
stalls in the choir, carved with the 
genealogy of Christ, are worthy of 
notice. 

After leaving Sable, the line runs for 
some distance by the side of the Sarthe, 
then crosses the wide valley of the 
Loir, near the junction of that river 
with the Sarthe, and on approaching 
Angers fine views are obtained over 
the wide meadows of the Maine and 
Sarthe, and the rly. passes near some of 
the vast quarries of slate, which forms 
a principsd production of the district. 

6 m. Angen Stat. (Buffet.) (Inns: 
H. d'Anjou, clean and good, in a beau- 
tiful situation ; H. Cheval Blanc, in the 
heart of the town, also good ; H. du 
Faisan ; H. Beudan, on the Quai, good 
and reasonable.) 

This chief town of the Dept. de 
3fame et Loire, is situated on the Maine, 
<»dled Mayenne in the upper part of 
its course, a little below the junction 
of the Sarthe with it, and about 5 m. 
above the influx of the Maine into the 
Loire. It has 54,791 Inhab. Modem 
improvements, the formation of a 
broad quay along the 1. bank of the 
river^ the substitution of tall, reg\ilar 
white stone houses, like those of the 
Rue Rivoli, for the old gable*faced 
cottage*built structures have greatly 
ixmovated upon the thoroughly antique 
character which Angers previously 
bore. A broad formal boulevard, 
planted with young trees, replaces the 
old fortifications — 

•• The flintv ribs of this eoutemptuons town $ 
« • • those sleeping stones, 
Tluit as a waist did girdle it aboat. 
By this time from their fixed lieds of lime 
Have been dishabited." King John. 

IFranoCy 1873.] 



The "strong baiTed gates" are all 
down, and only one tower remains 
near the upper bridge of those "saucy 
walls." Black Angers, as it was called 
from the sombre hue of its huildings 
of slate, is now like an old coat with 
a modem trimming: but plunge into 
the midst of its labyrinth of buildings, 
scale its steep and narrow streets, 
many of them inaccessible to wheel 
candages, and you will find traces 
enough of the Angers of olden time, 
the capital of Anjou, and residence of 
its dukes. In few towns of France 
will the antiquary, artist, or architect 
find a greater number of iuteresting 
antique churches and houses than here. 

Most of the old houses are timber- 
framed, their fronts gable-faced, the 
roofs, and often fronts, covered with 
scales of slate, which abounds in the 
neighbom'hood and forms the common 
building-stone, and many of the door 
and comer posts, the joists and cor- 
nices, bear rich Gothic carvings. The 
most venerable relic of antiquity is the 
old ** Castle, at the river-side, close to 
the bridge. The whole of the tops of 
the towers were taken away, and tlie 
building reduced to its present even 
level bv Henry III. of France in 158r». 
Its walls were originally washed by the 
waters of the Maine, until its moat was 
partly filled to make room for the new 
quay. If its size and preservation be 
jointly considered, it is perhaps the 
finest feudal castle in France. 17 co- 
lossal towers surround it; they ai*e 
70 to 80 ft. high, close set along 
the walls, enlarged at the base, and 
having bands of white stone let into 
the black rough slate of which they 
ai'e built, so as to give them the ap- 
pearance of being hooped. A broad 
and deep ditch isolates the castle from 
the town; it is entered by a massive 
gateway under a portcullis, and within 
its portal is the furnace where lead 
and pitch were melted for defenco 
against invaders. This castle was 
begun by Philippe-Auguste, and com- 
pleted by St. Louis. It serves at 
present for a barrack, and d^p6t of 
gunpowder. The part which served as 
a palace of the Counts of Anjou, over- 
looking the river, is now in iniins, but 

I 



170 



Boute 46. — Angei'8 : CkUhedrat 



Sect. It. 



showd the architecture of the Benais- 
sauce. It stood between the high tower 
called J) u Moulin, or i>i* Diable, because 
the latter was considered the patron of 
the millers of Angers. From this tower 
there is a capital view over the town, 
its spires and other buildings^ of the 
river and its bridges; while a slight 
glimpse of the Loire also may be gained. 
There is a neat chapel, now filled with 
fire-arms, showing, in the delicate 
tracery of its windows, a good example 
of ornate Gothic. Beside it is a small 
building flanked with turrets, restored 
in excellent taste, in which, it is 
said, King Ren^ of Anjou and Pro- 
vence was bom. In the S. tower, called 
La Tour Dix-sept are the dungeons 
in which state prisoners were con- 
fined. On some of their walls are still 
the rings by which these victims of 
Court intrigue were fastened to the 
rock, and on the floor those of Za Cra- 
paudine, to which they were bound hand 
and foot. As late as the reign of Louis 
XIV. numerous leaders of the Hugue- 
nots perished here ; the Duchesse de la 
Force was confined here for 8 months. 
The last occupants were 1500 Vendean 
Royalists in 1793, and the leaders of 
the Marianne Socialist Society, before 
their removal to Cayenne in 1852. 
The view from the terrace outside the 
castle-gate is less extensive, but nearly 
as good as that from within the walls. 

Here, at an angle of the Ch&teau on 
the Boulevard des Lices, a statue has 
been erected to King Ren^ of Anjou 
in bronze by David, surrounded by 
12 statuettes of male and female 
worthies of Anjou. Mr. Pitt (after- 
wai'ds Lord Chatham) and the Duke 
of "Wellington received part of their 
education under a military tutor at 
Angers. The Duke was hero one year. 

The Cathedral of St. Maurice is every- 
where conspicuous from its elevated 
position and its delicate tapering twin 
spires, whose elSect is somewhat marred 
by thrusting between them an ugly 
pavilion, an addition of the Renais- 
sance (1540). The W. portal, a work 
of the 12th cent., is remarkable for 
the richness and good preservation of 
the sculptures surrounding its elegant 
early-pointed arch. On either side 



are 4 saints, male and female; above, 
the curved niches are filled with smaller 
statues, angels, &c., while the tym- 
panum is occupied by the Saviour, 
surrounded by the attributes of the 4 
Evangelists. The workmanship is good, 
the faces expressive, the draperies ela- 
borate, but the whole displays the 
stiff Byzantine style of the period. 
Higher up, in a row of niches, are 
8 statues of companions in martyr- 
dom of St. Maurice, later in date (15th 
cent.) and inferior in execution. On 
the 1. of the entrance, passing from 
below the carved organ-loft, is an an- 
tique basin for holy water, of oblong 
form, in verde antique, supported on 
lions, a Byzantine work of the Lower 
Empire; it was brought from the East, 
and presented by King Rend. The 
church consists of a very long nave 
without aisles (12th cent.), each di- 
vision of the side wall being a wide 
pointed arch resting on the ground 
without pillars, and an upper arch rising 
from engaged groups of pillars having 
Romanesque capitals, inclosing a pair of 
narrow circular-headed windows. The 
greater part of these wmdows, as well 
as those of the nave and choir, are 
filled with painted glass of the richest 
colour (13th century), forming one 
of the chief ornaments of the sacred 
edifice. This and other churches in 
the Angevine style are destitute of tri- 
forium or clerestory. The choir and 
transepts are short, the £. end is mult- 
anguhor. In the choir (end of i2th 
cent.), on the 1. in looking towards 
the apse, is a splendid Flamboyant 
doorway. Both transepts (1225) ter- 
minate with fine wheel windows, the 
other windows are pointed, and below 
these along the wall runs a rich pointed 
arcade. The nave is about 80 ft. high, 
and 54 ft. wide, stone vaulted. Local 
historians lay great stress on its roof, 
being supported without flying but- 
tresses, but their place is supplied by 
huge clumsy square piers, outside be- 
tween each pair of windows and at the 
angles of the transepts, and retaining; 
the same thickness up to the roof. 
8 Dukes of Anjou and Mai*garet of 
Anjou were buried in St. Maurice; her 
tomb was destroyed at the Revolution. 
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1862-65, contains a grand Hall 80 ft. 
long, with a flat i^oodeu ceiling, and 
Utidet! it is a vaulted chapel of 2 aisles, 
tairied by circular piers. 

Not far from the cathedral is the 
Musee, placed in a building erected by 
Barrault, a mayor of the city, after- 
wards converted into the Seminaire, 
and added to in the time of Lotiis XIV. 
Its cloister and winding staircase are 
examples of latest Gothic. It con- 
tains a large collection of medioci'e 
paintings, mostly of the modem French 
school. Among them is placed a Vase 
of antique Egyptian porphyry, obtained 
by King Ren^ fi'om the'^East, which 
for a long time passed for one of 
the water-pots used at the maiTiage 
feast of Cana. It has 2 bearded 
nmka carved on it, and is broken, 
which is not surprising considering its 
thinness. Here is a fine marble bust 
of Napoleon I. by Canova, condemned 
to be broken at the Restoration, but 
saved by being hidden. One room is 
filled with casts from the works of the 
sculptor David (T Angers, given by him 
to his native town. His statues of 
Guttemberg, inventor of printing, for 
Strasburg, of General Foy in a Roman 
di-ess, of Armand Carrel in loose pan- 
taloons plaited round the waist, of the 
Greek girl at the tomb of Marco Bot- 
zaris; and his busts of Gothe, Hahne- 
mann the homoeopathist, and Jeremy 
Bentham, appear best worth notice. 



The Museum of Natural History, in 
the upper atory of the building, is 
I'eached by a spiral stair remarkable 
for its lightness and its groined roof, 
^he collection is well arranged and 
named. The geology of the depart- 
ment is illustrated in a large series of 
specimens. Among a few miscellaneous 
antiquities is the enamelled crosier of 
Robert d'Arbrissal, founder of Fonte- 
vrault, brought from that Abbey; it 
bears a senu-pagan representation of St. 
Michael and the Dragon. The shoes of 
Joanne de Laval, 2nd wife of King Ren^, 
high-heeled and ornamented with open 
Work; also an aerolite, which fell in 
one of the faubourgs of Angers 1822, 



Not far fi*om the MUsde is the f uindd 
chui'ch of TcMssaxnt, 13th cfent. (for- 
merly attached to a convent)^ in which 
have been deposited some mediaeval 
antiquities. Among them at-e manV 
stone coffins of the Merovingian period, 
found in 1868 in excavating for the 
theatre. The curious oblong font 
is said to occupy its original place. It 
is an elegant pointed building, and 
almost identical in style with the E. 
Eng. It is a cross church without 
aisles, with lancet windows, richly cut 
capitals, and corbels, from which spfung 
the roof. The E. wheel window is 
of a later date. 

The massive and stately tower of St. 
Auhin, 12th cent., the upper story 
being 13th, has had its top mutilated 
and surmounted by a conical roof of 
slate, and been converted into a 
shot-tower. Not far from it is the 
Prefecture, on the site of the ancient 
convent of St. Aubin ; along the cor- 
ridor on the 1. hand runs a colonnade 
of florid Norman architecture, of eai'ly 
date, and of elaborate workmanship. 
The small round arches rest alternately 
on piers faced with pilasters, and on 
detached pillars arranged in 2 rows, 
each 5 deep. All the pillars, cornices, 
and mouldings of the arches are care- 
fully and sharply carved, very perfect, 
and no two alike. The mouldings 
running round the arches consist of 
bearded heads, animals, fish, &c. — an 
extraordinary combination of hideous 
and monstrous forms. In the midst 
is a circular portal, the lower part of 
which is sunk rather below the surface 
of the ground, supported on cut co- 
lumns of varied patterns, and sur- 
mounted by a series of Runic bands, 
cords, and foliace, each confined to one 
stone, and radiating from a common 
centre. Next to this is a double arch 
ornamented with fresco paintings in- 
stead of sculpture, the subjects being 
Herod on his Throne, the Massacre of 
the Innocents, the Temple of Jerusa- 
lem, and the Nativity and Adoration 
of the Magi, who are seen on horseback 
approaching Bethlehem. The style of 
drawing bears a resemblance to the 
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tapesti'y of Bayeux; the colours are 
well preserved. These arches formed 
part of the refectory of the convent. 

The Ch, of St. Martin, converted 
into a Btore for fagots^ and piled 
up to the roof with them, so as to 
be scarcely visible, will yet interest 
the antiquary f^om its age and struc- 
ture, though the nave, the oldest part, 
early in the 11th cent,, is nearly de- 
stroyed; the rest is probably not older 
than the 12th and 13th centuries. Its 
windows are round-headed, long, and 
narrow. The choir (beginning of 13th 
cent.) ends in a polygonal apse : a low 
tower at the crossing. The ch. has 
no aisles. 

At the N. extremity of the town is 
the Abbey Church of St. Serge, remark- 
able for a choir, very light and airy 
for its date, the end of the 12th cent. 
"Six slight and lofty shafts carry a 
ribbed domical vaulting, and divide 
the choir into 3 aisles, the central 
ending in a square Zady Chapel, On 
the outer side of these aisles are 2 
shorter aisles on a lower level. Some 
of the wmdows are pointed, some cir- 
cular headed." — D. T. On the S. side 
of the choir is a fine specimen of early 
glass. The nave is in the late Gothic 
of the 15th cent.; the old piers having 
been faced, probably, with later work. 
In the lower part of the plain square 
piers at the crossing, belonging to an 
earlier church, are triple courses of 
Roman tiles. St. Serge is entered 
by a vestibule or atrium. Here is a 
finely-carved spiral staircase of wood; 
every panel contains a different sculp- 
ture and composition. 

In the same quarter of the town is 
the Jardin Botanique, an agreeable walk 
under shady trees, behind the Semi- 
naire, a vast edifice, and St. Serge. 

Among the more interesting speci- 
mens of ancient domestic architecture, 
with which the streets of Angers 
abound, may be mentioned a comer 
house in the Place Ste. Croix behind 
the cathedral, adorned with carvings in 
wood, fresh painted 18G7 ; that called 
Hotel des Marchands near the central 
bridge ; and another in the Bue Basse 
du Figuier, kno^vn as the Hotel (TAnjon, 



built by Pierre de Pinfee, a public 
functionary, in 1530. It is in the 
style of Francis I.'s time, with more 
of Italian than of Gothic in its archi- 
tecture. The square tuiTets, or pro- 
jecting oriels, at its angles are sin- 
gular. In the Rue St. Laud is a house 
called Abrahams, and another called 
Adams in the Place Neuve, at the 
end of Rue St. Aubin, deserving notice. 
A stone Bridge {Grand Ponf) leads 
from the Quai Royal to the suburb of 
la Doutre (on the rt. bank of the 
Maine), where are several buildings 
deserving notice. The Abber/ Church 
of la Trinite is a Romanesque building 
of the 12th cent., the W. end and 
remains of the ruined tower being 
earlier than the rest. It consists of a 
long nave without aisles, having in the 
side walls a series of apsidal recesses 
under pointed arches. The vaults, 
which are domical, are 80 ft. high at 
the W. and 65 at the E. end, an unsuc- 
cessful device to give an appearance of 
greater length. The choir, very shallow, 
and formed of a central and 2 side apses, 
is separated from the nave by a wall 
pierced with a pointed arch, which 
contracts the view of the high altar, 
but serves as a support to the Tower, 
which is square below, octagonal above, 
and very elegant. In a recess on the 
1. are two old paintings. 

Close to this church, indeed com- 
municating with it, is a second equally 
ancient and in a nearly similar style, 
VEglise de Ronceray, once attached to 
a nunnery founded in the 10th cent, 
by Fulk Count of Anjou, who placed 
under the rule of its abbess the whole 
suburb. It is now included in the ex- 
tensive range of buildings forming the 
Ecole des Arts et Metiers. The chim;h 
serves as a chapel for the students ; it is 
a Romanesque building of 9 bays with 
circular barrel vault carried by wall 
piers with finely carved capitals. 

On the same side, liigher up the 
liver, is the Hotel Dicu or Hospice de 
St. Jean, founded by Henry II. King of 
England and Count of Anjou. The great 
hall, beg\m 1177, finished 1184, almost 
pure Gothic in mouldings and details, 
yet lighted by round-headed windows, 
is a fine apartment, lofty and airy, its 
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groined and poiated roof supported on 
2 rows of light pillars. Here the beds 
of the patients were ranged in rows, the 
males separated from the females by 
alow partition. The cloisters between 
the great hall and the church are partly 
in the Romanesque style ; double pillars 
support the arches ; a round portal with 
deep mouldings leads into the Sail, 
and another into the Chape!, a pretty 
square building, in the style of the 
hall, and of the same date. A decayed 
bam or granary near the hospital, now 
a brewery, is also about the same date, 
admirably built, 106 ft. long, with 3 
aisles on pillars. 

The pati^its are now transferred to 
the fine modern Hospice Ste. Marie, 
beyond the boulevard, where the nurses, 
as everywhere in France, are Sisters of 
Charity; the whole kept in perfect 
order and cleanliness. 

There is a very antique bridge (Pont 
des Treillea} near the Ecole des Arts et 
Metiers. 

At the opposite extremity of the 
Doutre suburb, below the suspension 
bridge, near the road to Nantes, is the 
vast Nurmery of the Bon Pastew, sur- 
rounded by high walls. The sistei*s 
are chiefly occupied in the education of 
females. 

Very extensive Botilevards, planted 
with trees and lined with handsome 
houses, the Mairie, &c., occupy the site 
of the old walls, and communicate 
with a wide open space for the exercise 
of troops, the Champ de Mars, traversed 
by the road to Paris; adjoining is the 
handsome Promenade, or Jardin du 
Mail, The Boulevards extend also 
round the suburb of la Doutre. 

Angers occupies an important posi- 
tion near the mouth of 3 navigable 
rivers, in a couiltry producing lime, 
coal, and slate. It is famed for its 
nursery/ gardens; there are not less than 
30 in and about the town. 

Railways — To Tours and Orleans, to 
Nantes, to Le Mans : by Cbolet to Bres- 
Buii*e and Niort. 

The neighbourhood abotmds in Slate 
Quarries, which employ between 2000 
^d 3000 workmen, and supply a large 
part of F*?anoe. They- furnish 80 oul- 



lions of slates, which are exported to the 
value of 1^ million of francs per annum. 

The Rly, to Saumur passes through 
the midst of this slate district between 
Stats. Trelazg and Bohalle. 

The most considerable, Le Chrand 
Carreau, is about 4 m. off, to the 1. of 
the rly. to Saumur. It is 115 yds. 
(105 metres) deep, and occupies an 
area of 4000 mitres. Besides the 
yawning open excavation, a consider- 
able cavern, approached by a hori- 
zontal gallery on one aide of the 
quarry, has been driven under ground. 
It is a grand sight, like an under- 
ground cathedi*al. It is approached 
by vertiofd ladders, and frail extracting 
machinery overhangs the precipice. At 
times serious slips, or ^ulements, pro- 
duce dangerous avalanches of rock. 
In the great floods of 1856 some of the 
quarries weire filled with water, the 
pumping out of which required several 
mouths. 

The Railway from Angers' to Nantes 
is described under Rte. 59. 

Nantes Stat. (Buffet). {Inns : H. de 
France, Place Graslin, very good ; H. 
des Colonies and du Oommercp, good ; 
H. de Palis, Rue Boileau. ) 

Nantes, the ancient residence of 
the Dukes of Brittany, disputed with 
Bennes the title of capital of the Duchy, 
now chief town of the D^pt. de la Loire 
Infdrieure : it is situated on the rt. bank 
o.f the Loire, at the influx from the N. 
of the Erdre; the junction of the two 
rivers being in the centre of the 
town. The S^vre (Nantaise) from the 
S. flows into the Loire a little below 
Nantes. There are at least 11 bridges 
over these various streams. It is dis- 
tant about 40 m. from the ocean, and 
is a flourishing seaport, the fourth in 
rank in France, its population num- 
bering 1 1 3,625 souls. As a town it is 
one of the handsomest in France. Its 
flne QuaiSf extending about 2 m. along 
the Loire, and on both sides of the 
Erdre, and the wide open space left 
by these two rivers, enlivened with 
small craft, remind the traveller some- 
what of the busy aquatic towns of 
Holland — ^Amsterdam and Rotterdam, 
and give a very cheerful character 
^o Nantes, which is, besides, oleane^ than 
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are striking for size and the gi'eat num- 
ber of small bas-reliefs and other sculp- 
tures adorning them. It was begun in 
1434, and finished about the end of 
the 15th cent. The nave, of the same 
period, "a remarkably fine struc- 
ture of admirable proportions and 
great effect, in pure Flamboyant 
style," is very imposing on account 
of the great elevation of its roof, 120 
ft. above the pavement, and the ele- 
pfanceof its arches; but its windows are 
destitute of tracery. The modem wood- 
carving in some of the side chapels, 
and the stone-work of the organ-loft 
decorated with pendants, a delicate 
work of the 16th cent., deserve no- 
tice. Attached to this noble nave is 
a plain Komanesque choir, inferior 
in height, probably of the 11th 
cent. : it was already inclosed in 
new walls, corresponding with the 
nave, preparatory to pulling down 
the old structure, when the works 
were stopped for want of funds to- 
wards the latter end of the 15th cen- 
tury. The solitary transept on the S. 
side shows traces of four successive 
buildings; it contains the splendid 
Monument (removed from the sup- 
pressed Carmelite convent) of Fi-ancis 
II., last Due de Bretagne, and his wife, 
Marguerite de Foix, raised by their 
daughter, Anne of Brittany. It is a 
grand work of art in the Renaissance 
style, executed by Michel Colomb, a 
native of St. Pol de L^on, who pre- 
ceded Jean Goujon. Fortunately se- 
creted at the Revolution, it was thus 
preserved from destruction. It is a 
Urge altar-tomb of marble, black, 
white, and red. Upon it lie the 
recumbent figures of Francis and his 
wife; three angels support their heads, 
their feet rest on a lion and grey- 
hound. At the four corners are 
statues of life-size: of Justice, with 
the sword and scales, said to be a 
portrait of the Duchess Anne ; of 
Power, strangling a dragon (heresy): 
Wisdom or Prudence, double-faced, 
bears a min*or and a compass; and 
Temperance holds a lantern in one 
hand and a horse's bit in the other, 
as attributes. These statues are well 
desired, the e:5egutioft delicate, par- 1 



ticularly in the draperies. Along the 
sides of the tomb small statues of the 
12 Apostles are ranged in niches, and 
below them are figures of mourn- 
ers in coloured marbles. The pa- 
tron saints of the Duke and Duchess, 
St. Francis and St. Margaret, stand 
at their feet, St. Louis and Charle- 
magne at their head. The remains 
of the illustrious dead, for whom 
this splendid tomb was raised, having 
been torn up and scattered in 1793, 
the remains of Arthur de Richemont, 
Constable of France and Duke of 
Brittany, who contributed to drive the 
English out of France in the reign of 
Charles VII., were deposited in it in 
1815. (The N. transept and the choir 
were completed since 1852, 

Beyond the cathedral a bi-oad and 
much-frequented promenade, occupy- 
ing the site of the old fortifications, 
and forming a boulevard, extends from 
the Loire to the Erdre, under the names 
CoursSt. Pierre, Place Louis JrF/.,and 
Cows St, Andr^, The former is ap- 
proached by a broad and stately flight 
of steps from the Loire, and is orna- 
mented with statues of the Duchess 
Anne and the three Breton heroes, — • 
the constables Duguesclin, Clisson, 
and De Richemont. Between the two 
walks stands a Column raised to the 
memory of Louis XVI., and sur- 
mounted by his statue; but since 
1830 made to commemorate a combat 
between some young men of the town 
with the troops of the line, in which 
10 of the former were killed, during 
the July Revolution. 

The Church of St. Nicliolas, from 
designs of M. Lassus, well deserves 
attention : it is a grand Gothic edifice, 
completed at a cost of at least 100,OOOZ., 
raised by subscriptions. The effect of 
the interior is much marred by the 
walls being ruled into squares to 
imitate stone-work. 

St. Clement is also a handsome new 
Gothic church. 

The Castle (a non - commissioned 
officer for a small gratuity will, on 
application at the corps de garde in the 
gateway, show the interior), a massive 
and venerable edifice of the 14th cen- 
tury-, partly moc^QViiized iu the 1 0th 
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by the Due de Mercoeur duriug the 
wars of the Lea^e, flanked with 
bastions, still bearing on them the 
double cross of Lorraine, stands at 
the extremity of the Cours St. Pierre, 
on the margin of the Loire, sur- 
rounded on the land side by a deep 
fosse. Its massive round towers are 
built of slate and granite: a portcullis 
still defends its entrance, and the inte- 
rior contains several constructions of 
the 16th cent,, in the latest Gothic, 
the windows surmounted with cano- 
pies. In one is a curious spiral stair- 
case. Most of the Kings of France, 
from Charles VIII. downwards, resided 
for a time within its walls. The ex- 
plosion of the powder magazine, in 
1800, besides other damage, destroyed 
the Chapel in which Anne of Brittany 
was married to Louis XII., thus be- 
coming for the second time Queen of 
France. She certainly wa« born here, 
and made the castle her residence. In 
this castle Henri IV. signed the Edict 
of Ncaites for the protection of the Pro- 
testants in 1598, revoked, to the injury 
and stain of France, by Louis XIV. 
In 1654 it was the prison of the 
Cardinal de Retz, who escaped by 
letting himself down by a rope from 
the bastion de Mercoeur into a boat 
moored in tte Loire, which at that 
time, and until the present quai was 
formed, washed the castle walls. The 
attention of the sentinel meanwhile 
was taken off by a bottle of wine given 
him to drink, and his eye was deceived 
by the cardinal's red cloak and hat 
slipped off and hung over the battle- 
ments. De Retz, reaching the shore 
by means of the boat, instantly 
mounted a horse provided for him by 
his friends, which, however, quickly 
threw him and dislocated his shoulder. 
In spite of this accident and the pain 
it caused, he rode to a place of safety, 
the Ch&teau de Beaupreau, whence he 
effected his escape through Spain to 
Home. Madame de S^vign^ describes 
her visit to the castle in 1648, shortly 
after this event. When the railway 
was made, in order to widen the road, 
one of the bastions was pulled down, 
and within it was found one of the old 
towers, which has since been opened 



out and repaired: it now forms the 
S. W. angle of the fortress. 

The Duchess of Berri, after hav- 
ing long encouraged disaffection and 
fermentation in Brittany and La Ven- 
due, waa finally detected, Nov. 1832, 
after a concealment of 5 months 
within the city, where she had eluded 
the vigilance of the Police, in the house 
No, 3 Rue Haute du Chateau, facing the » 
castle, and shown to visitors, which be- 
longed to two ladies, named Du Guigny, 
zealous partisans of the Bourbon cause. 
Her presence in this house had. been 
betrayed to the government by a Jew 
named Deutz, previously a conndant of 
the duchess and her friends ; a party 
of soldiers and police were despatched 
thither instantly. They searched the 
whole building from top to bottom, 
but found her not. Confiding, however, 
in their information, a party of gen- 
darmes was left behind to keep watch. 
Some of them, posted in a garret, 
remained a whole day beside a fire 
which they had lighted, when on a 
sudden they were startled by voices 
and the sound of kicks, proceeding 
from an iron door which formed the 
back of the chimney, and, to the sur- 
prise of the soldiers, out scitiinbled 
four persons — the duchess, a lady, 
and MM. de Menars and Guibourg, 
who had passed 16 hours in a secret 
hiding-place, entered by a door 20 
inches wide. Not only this oppres- 
sive confinement, but even the heat 
of the fire, was endured patiently, 
and without the slightest noise, untU 
they were nearly suffocated, and the j 
duchess's dress, entirely scorched by j 
the iron door being heated to redness, I 
was on the point of catching fire. On 
the surrender of the castle of St. 
Andrew's in Scotland to the French 
in 1547, John Knox was taken prisoner 
and kept at Nantes as a galley slave 
until the end of 1549. 

Nantes possesses a Museum of Paint- 
ings, far above the average of provincial 
collections, though a large portion are 
copies; situated m the upper part of 
the Cloth Hall, Rue de Feltre, near la 
Place Royale. The greater part were 
collected at Rome by M. Cacault, and 
m«'^ny more ai-e the bequest of tUe Due 
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de Feltre. AmoDg the best are heads 
of Isaiah and Jeremiah, by Perugino; 
Christ bearing the Cross, by Seb, del 
Piombo; Landscape, by Salvator Posa; 
Viei-ge aux Rochers, Salvator Posa; 
Portrait of a lady, by Ingres; some 
good scenes about Rome, by Leopold 
Pdbert; the Last Supper, by Philippe 
de Champagne ; a Bull-fight, and other 
cattle-pieces, by Brascassat, a modern 
artist of merit. 

Travellers who have leisure to de- 
vote any time to a Library will find 
in that of Nantes, above the Halle aux 
Grains, Quai Brancas, a rich collection 
of 48,000 volumes. A MS. copy of 
the de Civitate Dei of St. Augustin, of 
1375, is remarkable for its miniatures. 

The Archives, deposited in the Pre- 
fecture, contain a mass of curious 
documents relating to the history of 
Brittany ; many ancient charters of Ab- 
beys, &c., and the trial, in Latin, of 
that most infamous of criminals, Gilles 
de Retz, Mar6chal de France, who was 
burnt on the Chaussde de la Madeleine 
(Rte. 59). 

Li the Musee d^Histoire Naturelle, 
Rue du Port Communeau, may be seen 
a collection illustrating the geology of 
the department, formed by the late M . 
Dubuisson; besides sevem fragments 
of antiquity found in the neighbour- 
hood, and a mummy, presented by 
the Egyptian traveller Caillaud, a 
native of Nantes. On the wall of the 
staircase is stretched the skin of a 
republican soldier killed by the Ven- 
deans at the siege of Nantes, who (like 
Ziaca) willed it to cover a drum, and 
80 terrify his enemies after his death. 

The Jardin des Plantes, close to the 
rly. stat., contains an avenue of mag- 
nolias, probably the finest in Europe. 

A handsome Palais de Jtistice, in the 
N.E. part of the town, was finished 
1852. The series of archives is very 
interesting. Amongst them are the 
minutes of the Revolutionary Tri- 
bunal of 1793, kept with great accu- 
racy. On many days appear the name 
and professions of 100 to 150 men sen- 
lianced to death, " pour avoir port^ les 
ai'mes centre la patrie ;*' on other days 



40 or 50 women receive the same sen- 
tence " pour avoir suivi les brigands." 
It is remarkable that Carrier's name 
does not once appear. 

An Arcade called Passage PommC' 
rage leads by a flight of iron stairs from 
Rue Cr^billem to Rue de la Fosse. 

The Quais, lined on the one side by 
handsome houses, and on the other 
fringed with shipping, present a lively 
scene, and form a noble promenade 
about 2 m. long. An Englishman, 
in traversing them, may remember 
with some interest that it was at 
this port that the young Pretender 
embarked on the expedition of 1745, 
in a fast-sailing brig, the Doutelle, 
provided by one Walsh, a French 
subject settled at Nantes, who accom- 
panied him. He was disguised as a 
student of the Scotch college at Paris, 
and for better concealment had allowed 
his beard to grow. On the quais are 
situated the Public Library and the 
Bourse, which is not remarkable for 
its architecture. 

The Quais were formerly in part 
planted with trees, forming the general 
promenade, but the trees have been cut, 
and the general effect destroyed, in 
order to allow of the passage of the 
railway, which runs along the open quay, 
and cuts off the tevni and road from the 
river. Near the lower end is a building, 
insignificant in itself, but remarkable 
for its melancholy associations, and 
called Salorges, built as an entrepdt for 
merchandise, and still serving as aware- 
house. Who has not heard of the 
Noyades and republican marriages; the 
invention of Carrier, the most detest- 
able, perhaps, of the monsters of the 
first Revolution, when sated with single 
murders by the guillotine, and thirst- 
ing for more blood, and the excitement 
of executions on a large scale? It was 
in front of the Salorges that they took 
place, and that building served as a 
temporary place of confinement for the 
.victims, who were dragged hence and 
put on board barges furnished with a 
sliding valve or trap-door in their bot- 
tom. These boats, when towed into the 
middle of the river, and deserted by 
the crews, were sunk with their load 
of 20 or 30 human beings, by pulling 
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from the shore a cord attached to the 
valve. To prevent the possibility of 
escape for the swimnier, or poor 
wretch who might be cast ashore alive 
by the current, armed men of the 
bloody band called C^npagnie de 
Harat, composed of the most aban- 
doned wretches whom the lowest dens 
in Nantes could furnish, were sta- 
tioned on the banks to fire on those 
who rose to the surface, while others, 
armed with swords, cut off the hands 
and fingers of such as struggled to 
reach the boats. As many as 600 
human beings perished on one day; 
the total number of persons thus 
destroyed has never been correctly 
ascertained, but 25 of these Noyades 
or executions by drowning are known to 
have taken place, and the number who 
perished has been variously estimated 
at 6000 or 9000! At first the whole- 
sale butchery was perpetrated at night, 
but, emboldened by impunity, and 
supported by a portion of the citizens, 
almost ^xdusively of the class of small 
tradesmen, the tyrants did not hesitate 
to immolate their victims in broad 
day. The most atrocious feature in 
these massacres was the number of 
women and of young children who 
were thus consigned to eternity, 
without having conAnitted any of- 
fence, by the exulting savages who 
then ruled the people's destinies. 
"When a remonstrance was made against 
the murder of the children, *' Ce sont 
des louvetaux, il faut les detruire, — 
Ce sont des vip^res, il faut les etouf- 
fer," were Cai'rier's answers. The 
experiment of the Noyades waa first 
tried on 24 priests condemned to 
transportation (deportation). " Le 
decret de deportation a 4t4 execute 
verticalement," was Carrier's boast. 
The Mariages Rdpublicains, as another 
refinement of cruelty was called in 
mockery, consisted in binding toge- 
ther a man and woman naked, back 
to back, keeping them exposed for 
an hour, and then hurling them into 
the current of "la baignoire nation- 
ale," as the bloodhounds termed the 
Loire. That river, as it were in- 
dignant at crimes scarcely paralleled 
in the history of the world, threw 



back upon its banks, at each returning 
tide, the corpses with which it was 
choked, until the air became pestilen- 
tial, and its very water and fish poison- 
ous. When Carrier was at length 
called to account for his crimes, which, 
however, had been connived at, if not 
approved, by the Convention a short 
while before, and asked for proofs of 
the accusations against him, he was 
answered, "Vous me demandez des 
preuves? faites done refiner la Loire." 
But these are only a part of the revolu- 
tionary atrocities committed at Nantes: 
to the victims of the Noyades must be 
added those who perished by the guil- 
lotine, by disease, famine, and terror 
in the prisons, and, above all, by the 
fusillades, which took place day after 
day on the Plaine de Sainte Mauve, 
where, at one time, 500 children, the 
eldest not more than 14, were mowed 
down by musketry, and where deep 
ditches, dug for the purpose, were 
filled with corpses heaped confusedly 
one over the other. The population of 
Nantes, which amounted in 1790 to 
81,000, was reduced to 75,000 in 1800, 
and would have been further diminish- 
ed if the surviving population of La 
Vendee had not taken refuge there. 
The number who were slaughtered 
in 1793 belonging to the town and 
surrounding country is estimated at 
30,000. It is painful to describe these 
horrors, but they form an important 
episode in the history of Nantes, and 
that which is here detailed is only a 
sample; they might be greatly ex- 
panded. 

The Vend^an war has also left some 
sad souvenirs at Nantes. In the at- 
tack of the town by the Royalist forces 
on the 29th June, 1793, their leader, 
Cathelineau, waa mortally wounded in 
penetrating into the Place Viarme, now 
the cattle-market, and his fall was the 
cause of their retreat. Not far from 
the same spot another of their leaders, 
Charette, was shot, at the comer of the 
Rue de la Misericorde, in April 1796. 

Fouche, the Regicide police minis- 
ter under Napoleon L, Due d'Otrante, 
was born here. 

The New Quarter of the town, the 
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West End of Nantes, was commenced 
1784, by M. Graalin, a fermier-general, 
after whom the Place containing the 
theatre is called. The houses are 
built of white stone from the neigh- 
bourhood of Saumur, and are exceed- 
ingly handsome, but the effect is much 
inj ured by the narrowness of the streets. 
The old town extended- very little way 
to the W. of the Erdre, and waa walled 
round to the close of the 17th cent. 

The commerce of Nantes suffered 
greatly during the war with England, 
and did not return after the peace, 
on account of the loss of the prin- 
cipal French colonies. Since 1840, 
however, it has more than revived, 
and Nantes at the present day is 
one of the most thriving and wealthy 
towns of France. The construction of 
docks at St. Nazaire (Rte. 47) has greatly 
inci-eased the prosperity of Nantes. 

The most important business is sugar- 
refining. There are 5 large sugar- 
houses; the largest, that of M. C^zard, 
can refine 60 tons a day. One-fourth 
of the trading vessels of France are 
built at Nantes, close to the town and 
on the islands. There are also some 
cotton-mills and iron-foundries. Pre- 
served meats, fruits, &c., are also pre- 
pared here, and the sardine-curers, 
though their works are on the coast, 
have their stores and establishments 
at Nantes. Much wheat and flour is 
exported to England ; wine and hemp 
are also exported largely. 

The suburb of Nantes on the S. side 
of the Loire is spread over a series of 
islands — the principal, the Isle Gloriette, 
contains the Great Hospital — formed by 
the branches of that river, connected 
together by bridges, over which the 
road to Bordeaux and Clisson passes. 
The bridge at Nantes is the lowest over 
the Loire ; the river is very shallow. 
No steamers go through the bridges. 

Consuls from Great Britain and the 
United States reside here. 

There is a French Protestant Church in 
the Place Gigant, and English service. 
The Poste aux Lettres is in the Pas- 
sage Pommeraye. 

Petitpas, Rue Cr^illon, No. 20, sells 
▼lews, maps, local guides, &c., relat- 
ing to Nantes and Brittany in general. 



Railways to Angers, Tours, and St. 
Nazaire (Rte. 47) ; to Redon, Clisson, 
and Napoldonville ; to Lorient, Quim- 
per and Brest; to Angers, Le Mans, 
and Chartres, the shortest line to 
Paris ; to St. Nazaire ; to ChoUet, 
Bressuire, and Napoleon Vendee ; to 
be prolonged to Rochefort, Rochelle, 
Angouleme, and Bordeaux. There are 
2 Stations — the one at the E. end of the 
city, beyond the Castle, for passengers 
and merchandize, and another for 
persons going towards Brest and Na- 
zaire, near La Bourse. 

Steamers ascend the Loire to Angers 
in 7 or 8 hrs., starting from the Quai 
du Port Maillard. Steamers down the 
Loire to St. Nazaire; to Bordeaux 3 
times a month; to Brest. 

Steamer on the Erdre to Noi-t starts 
from the Quai C^neray, behind the 
Prefecture (Rte. 41) — a pleasant ex- 
cursion of one day there and back. 
The valley of the 'Erdre for the first 
10 m. is very pretty, bordered by 
country houses, and is the usual re« 
sort of the Nantes pleasure-boats. 

Environs of Nantes. — The immediate 
vicinity of the town displays great 
nuvrks of opulence and prosperity, in 
its numerous villas, many of them 
in the English style, and in the num- 
ber of factory chimneys : in almost 
every direction the country resembles 
the S. of England. 

About 5 m. S.W. of Nantes extends 
the Lake de Grand Lieu ; the shores are 
flat, marshy, and uninteresting. 

The excursion most commonly re- 
commended to a stranger is that to 
Clisson, the Richmond of Nantes, 15 m. 
S., on the borders of La Vendue, de- 
scribed in Rte. 60. It is a pretty spot, 
though its beauties have been exag- 
gerated by local enthusiasts. The 
tourist can go thither by the railway 
to Napoleon Vendue (Rte. 62). 
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ROUTE 47. 

NANTES TO ST. NAZAIRE AND I£ 
CR0I8IC — RAIL. 

Nantes to Kil. Miles. 

Savenay) (39 . . 24 

Bonges \ Rail. . . .^50 . . 31 

Montoir) (58 . . 36 

St. Nazaire 64 . . 40 

Gu^randc 86 . . 53 

Ijq Croisic 96 . . 60 

This excursion, though out of the 
usual range of English trayellers, can 
be made with great facility, and exhibits 
a series of cuiious and interesting ob- 
jects in a very primitive region. 

St, Nazaire may be reached from 
Nantes — a, by railway in 2 hours; 6, by 
steamer twice a day, in 4 to 7 hours 
according to the tide. Fi'om St. Na- 
zaire well-appointed omnibuses reach 
Le Croisic in less than 3 hours. 

a. Nantes to St, Nazaire, by rly. This 
route is perhaps prettier than that by 
the river. There is a stat. on the Quay 
near the Bourse for passengers. The 
rly. passes along the quay, as described 
in Rte. 46 ; then leaves the town, and 
passes through pretty fields and beau- 
tiful meadows to 

24 m. Savenay Junct. Stat. (Buffet), 
a place celebrated for the final defeat 
and destruction of the royalist army of 
La Vendee, imder Larochejacquelin and 
Stofflet, 22nd Dec. 1793. After leaving 
Savenay the line approaches the river, 
and passes over a fine meadow region of 
immense extent, dotted with cattle, to 

7 m. Donges Stat., on the Loire. A 
little above Donges is a menhir. Beyond 
Donges the meadows ore of still wider 
inmge, and on the N. is a vast i^eat- 



field called la Qrande Bri^re, which has 
been worked for ages by a peculiar race 
of men. Near 

.5 m. Montoir Stat, there is a dolmen, 
estimated to weigh 20 tons. 

4 m. St. Kasaire Stat. (Buffet). (Inn : 
H. Belay.) This place was until 1845 
a poor village, but the government 
has constructed here a floating dock 
of 25 acres, with the view of making 
it the port of Nantes. The works 
are very solidly executed in granite, 
and there is never less than 22 ft. of 
water in the basin. The lai^er dock 
entrance is 82 ft. wide. Another dock 
of double the area is in progress. 
There is a good and safe roadstead close 
to it, and there are no dock dues. The 
church is a very old edifice. The popu< 
lation, which has increased from 10,000 
to 18,896, is still rapidly increasing. 
St. Nazaire, now the starting-place for 
the Transatlantic steamers to the West 
Indies and Mexico, is daily becoming 
more like a French Liverpool ; here is 
a building-yard for iron vessels. The 
town consists of handsome edifices. 
Close to the rly. stat. is a large dolmen, 
consisting of several upright stones 
sunk in the ground and a large flat 
one resting upon them. 

Sb, Nantes to St, Nazaire, by the river, 
erably good steamers start from 
near the Bourse, and perform the 
voyage in 4| hours with tide. The 
river is very broad and shallow, and 
intersected by islands : the channel is 
crooked and difficult, and the attempts 
to improve it have not met with much 
success. The banks, not high, are 
green and well wooded, and there are 
numerous villages. 

About 10 m. from Nantes, on an 
island in the Loire, is the vast goTem- 
ment steam factory of Indret, one of 
the most extensive establishments of 
the kind in the world. From 2000 to 
3000 men are employed here. The 
establishment is capable of turning out 
in a year steam-engines complete to 
the amount of several thousand horse 
power. There is, however, neither coal 
nor iron in the neighbourhood, and the 
place is not well situated for embarkiDg 
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the maclimery, which is conveyed in 
barges to St. Nazaire, and there smpped. 
The river below Indret is pretty, 
though the scenery is not striking: 
country houses of the Nantais are 
continuallv seen near the banks. At 
Buzay, halfway between Kantes and 
Paimbcouf, a lofty tower, the only re- 
mains of the abbey, is seen on the left. 

Patmbasufl. A town situated on a 
rocky point at the entrance of the 
narrow part of the Loire, 30 miles 
from Nantes, formerly a place of some 
importance, as large vessels used to 
discharge part of their cargoes here 
before going up to Nantes. It is now 
nearly deserted for St. Nazaire. (From 
Paimboeuf an omnibus goes in about 
2 hours to Pomic {Inn: H. de France), a 
prettily situated little watering place 
on the shore of the Bay of Biscay op- 
posite the island of NoimoiUier, and 
much frequented by the people of 
Kantes, a remarkable dolmen exists in 
the neighbourhood.) The river below 
this point widens into an estuary, 
with numerous shallows and rocks, 
marked out by stone towers. The 
steamer crosses over to Bonges, and 
soon reaches St, Nazatre (see above).] 

On leaving St. Nazaire the road is 
Hke an English turnpike one, with 
hedges on each side: the fields are 
surrounded even too closely by hedges 
and hedgerows. Escottbiac, about 
8 miles from St. Nazaire, is a new 
village, the old one having been 
gradually bm'ied under the adjoining 
sand dunes in the last century. A 
shorter road has been opened to Croisic 
nearer the sea, by Pouliguen, but the 
traveller should follow the old one by 
Ou^rande. There is a remarkable 
view over the salt-works, which the 
road skirts on 1., towards Batz and 
Croisic before reaching 

13 m. Gu^rande (/nn; H. du Com- 
merce), very curious old town (6749 
Inhab.), still siurounded, except on one 
side, by the ditches and walls built by 
Duke John V., about 1431. The four 
old gateways still remain ; that of 
St. Michel, on the £., is the finest. 



The streets and most of the houses 
remain^ unaltered from the 15th cen- 
tury, but the effect is much maiTed 
by the too liberal use of whitewash. 
The church is one of the gloomy damp 
granite edifices of Brittany. The nave is 
of about the date 1130; the rest seems 
to be of the 13th. On one of the but- 
tresses at the W. end is what appears to 
have been an out-door pulpit, reached 
by an interior staircase. On Sundays 
the assemblage of peasants from the N., 
peat-diggers from the E., and salt- 
makers from the W., is very striking. 
Soon after leaving Gudrande the road 
descends into a wide plain covered with 
pits and salterns. This plain, of great 
extent, is below the level of the sea at 
high water, and protected by dykes. 
The water is admitted at high tide into 
reservoirs called vasieres, from which 
it is passed into h'regularly formed 
shallow basins called fares. In these 
a considerable portion of the water is 
evaporated, and the brine is allowed to 
run into square reservoirs called ccillct.% 
where the sun finally evaporates the 
remaining water and leaves a layer of 
salt. The salt is scraped off, and is 
thence carried to a conical heap on the 
high ground, where it is left without 
protection from the rain until the 
autumn, when the heap is covered with 
mud, and so left until it can be disposed 
of (annual production above 80,000 
tons). The men engaged in the work 
are called paludiers, and receive one- 
fourth of the salt, the owner of the 
salterns taking the other three-fourths. 
The paludiera and their assistants, 
called saulniers, inhabit Batz, Fouli- 
guen, Saillid, and other villages, and 
form a most peculiar class. Their usual 
dress is an enormous black flapped 
hat, a long white frock or waistcoat, 
huge baggy white breeches, white 
gaiters, and white shoes. The men of 
Batz are a magnificent race of large stal- 
wart (evidently) Saxons, and the con- 
trast between them and the surround- 
ing Bretons cannot fail to be remarked. 
If the traveller should be fortunate 
enough to see a wedding (usually on 
Tuesday) or any religious festival at 
Batz, he will see these magnificent 
men and their splendid costume to 
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the greatest advantage. Though a 
hard-working race, they have been 
always very poor, and it is much to b& 
feared that their salt trade will prove 
continually less profitable. The ch. of 
Batz is a granite structure of ancient 
date ; the huge steeple, 200 feet high, 
was built in 1 657. The ch. of N. D. du 
Murier near it has been ruined by 
irruptions of the sea. A little beyond 
Batz is a menhir about 8 ft. high. 2 m. 
beyond Batz we reach 

7 m. Le Croisic (Fnns: H. Guillore; 
Etablissement des Bains, in summer 
only). This old town has now be- 
come a popular watering-place. It 
was formerly a place of some im- 
portance, was fortified, and had a 
castle ; its greatest prosperity was in 
the 17th cent., when it sent vessels to 
the Newfoundland fishery, and had 
some 6000 Inhab., but, like many other 
towns, was ruined by the revocation of 
the Edict of Nantes. There are now 
but 2416, and the walls of old houses 
may be seen surrounding what are now 
gardens. There are many old houses 
in the town, and the granite C/i., 
built in 1507, is of the usual gloomy 



character: the tower, 180 ft. high, was 
built about 1700. W. of the town is 
a chapel St. Goustan, with a mii*aculou3 
well near it. When it blows hard 
from the S. the sailors' wives pray at 
St. (roustan, when from the N. at the 
chapel of the Crucifix on the E. of tbe 
town. About half a mile N. W. of the 
ch. is a menhir, 8 ft. high, situated on 
a mound overlooking the sea. The 
rocky cliffs on the shore near it for 
about a mile have been worn by the 
waves and weather into the most fan- 
tastic shapes, and will be worth a 
visit. Two artificial mounds at the 
extremities of the town fonn a sort of 
promenade, and in the summer many 
bathers resort to the Etablissement. 
Le Croisic is one of the principal ports 
for the sardine fishery. A long jetty 
has been built to protect the port. 
On the opposite side of the hai'bour is 
a long dyke, called Chaussce de Pem- 
bron, constructed at the beginning of 
the 18th cent, for protection of the 
salterns. The harbour is rocky and 
difficult to enter, and but few vessels 
resort to it. Good road of 24 m. from 
Le Croisic to La Roche Bernard, 
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INTRODUCTORY SKETCH OF THE COUNTRY. 

Arrived on the borders of the Loire, which divides France nearly in the centre, 
the traveller already finds himself amidst sunny landscapes, under the influence 
of the more genial climate of the south. The provinces bordering on that great 
river — ^Touraine, Orl^anais, Anjou, Poitou — ^have been styled '* the garden of 
France;" and the golden vineyards, the blooming orchards, the yellow corn- 
fields (especially those of La Beauce, the granary of France), and the* acacia 
hedges bear testimony to the facile bounty of Nature. But little pains have 
been taken to improve her gifts; an ornamental garden or pleasure-ground is 
rarely seen : the earth seems to bring forth abundantly with less than the ave- 
rage amount of painstaking: ''c'est le pays de rire et de ne rien faire.** The 
Loire, which forms its chief feature, is decidedly inferior in beauty to the 
Seine. In Touraine its banks are flat and monotonous, and it is only after 
passing Tours that it becomes really picturesque. Near Saumur it is a roman- 
tic stream ; and from thence, with slight interruptions, nearly all the way to 
Nantes, the " considerable boldness of its banks, the richness of the cidture, the 
wooded islands, and the animation derived from the swelling canvass of active 
commerce, conspire to render it eminently beautiful : but for the rest of its 
immense course it exhibits a stream of sand, and rolls shingles through the vaL 
ley instead of water." — A. Young, "Quel torrent r^volutionnaire que cette 
Loire!" was the expression of the democrat Barrfere : and the unbridled 
impetuosity of its course, its sudden inundations and changes of bed, justify 
the epithet, and are as detrimental to the utility as to the beauty of this 
main artery of France. The inundations of the Loire in October (18th 
and 19th) 1846 were most extensive and disastrous. It burst through the 
Lev^e or dyke in several places above and below Orleans, spreading over 
the plain round Orleans to an extent of 39 kilom^res ; while in the streets 
of Orleans the water rose 5 metres. 100 barges, with bargemen, were sent 
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from Paris to assist the inhabitants of the city and neighbourhood, isolated 
by the flood. The inundations of June 1856 were still more terrible. The 
country was laid under water, and the crops destroyed, for hundreds of squai-e 
miles. Houses were destroyed, and fields either stripped of then* soil, or covered 
with shingle and rubbish. In winter and spring the Loire rages, and swells, 
and has too much water, just as in summer it has too little. Its broad shoals 
greatly disfigure the landscape ; its shallows and sandbanks render the passage 
of steamers intricate. Navigation is limited to very small vessels, and is fre- 
quently arrested in the dry months. The cave dwellings excavated in the cliffs 
of soft chalk (craie tufeau) along the river banks, and the long Lev^e or dyke 
raised to protect the right bank between Blois and Angers, a distance of 96 m., 
from inundations, will be remarked as peculiar features in the borders of the 
Loire. The course of the Loire from Orleans to Nantes is productive of 
much interest, partly derived from its venerable cities, gloomy castles, and the 
great events in French history which have passed upon its banks. 

These provinces of France, especially Touraine, were the chosen residence of 
her kings (les Valois) down to Louis XIV,, and they afford a hundred sites 
preferable to the sands and morasses of Versailles. The vast and castellated 
Chambord, bristling with turrets and pinnacles, studded with Diana's crescent, 
where the £mp. Charles V. was entertained by his good-natured enemy Fran- 
cis I. ; the gloomy Blois, haunt of bigotry and scene of the deep-plotted assas- 
sination of the Guises; Amboise, the favouiite abode of the warrior Charles VIII., 
and also witness to conspiracy and wholesale massacre; Chenonceaux, the 
retreat of Diana of Poitiers; Plessis, the den of the timorous bigot Louis XI.; 
Chinon, where passed the careless revelry of the indolent Charles VII., and the 
opening scene of the wondrous career of "the shepherd girl of Domr^my;" 
Fontevrault, the last resting-place of the lion-hearted Richard; Loches, with its 
dungeon of sighs and tears, a provincial Bastille, contrasting with more agreeable 
recollections of the beauteous and gentle Agnes Sorel ; Dampierre, where Margai-et 
of Anjou's life and sorrows terminated ; and Nantes, which saw Henri IV. put his 
hand to the edict of toleration, and in later times witnessed the heroism and 
frailty of a daughter of the Bourbons, his descendant : — all these are national 
monuments — integral portions, as it were, of French history. It is a region of 
interesting associations and recollections : here Joan of Arc first unfurled her 
victorious banner; here the chief events of the contests of religion in the 16th 
century occurred; this soil is watered with the blood of Guise and Cond^; 
the fields of La Vendue are fattened with the unburied bones of the thou- 
sands who fell in the defence of Royalty, and in opposition to irreligion and 
revolution. 

All the places above alluded to well deserve to be visited by the tra- 
veller. Orleans, though retaining few traces or relics of the Maid; Blois 
and Amboise ; Tours, a fine city, though seated amidst dust and glare; 
Saumur, once the stronghold of Protestantism.; Loches, for its architectural 
remains and historical souvenirs, and pleasing situation in the charming valley 
of the Indre; black Angers, cradle of our early Plantagenet monarchs — ^all 
abound in specimens of ancient architecture, all possess more or less claims 
to attention. X^h^nonceaux is a charming specimen of the old French chateau, 
with turrets and extinguisher spires; without, all crinkum crankum — and 
within, lined with tapestry and armour; preserved unimpaired, and well kept 
up. Azay-le-Rideau is nearly as perfect and beautiful, but with less interesting 
associations. 

S. of Nantes, between the Loire, the sea, and the S^vre Niortaise, lies Za 

Vendee, celebrated in the history of the wars of the Revolution for its adhesion 

to royalty and opposition to innovation. The framework or foundation of that 

country is composed of the elevated plateau of the Gatine, whose crest is in no 

wise distinguishable, and which present^ a series of hills, fiUTowed by nari'ow 



Sect. III. General View of Tourainey Poitou, &c, 185 

gleng or valleys, through which run a few muddy streams. " It is an inex- 
tricable compliciitlon of heaths, brooks, heights, hollows, and lij^tle plains 
having no connection with one another, and apparently no general watershed. 
It is covered with trees, yet has no forests; every field, every dwelling is sur- 
rounded by quick hedges, abounding with close-set trees, and surrounded by 
ditches, forming complete natural redoubts. The original lines of communication 
from place to place are hollow ways, cut so deep below the surface of the ground 
that a man's head in walking along them will not appear above it, and their 
vertical sides are surmounted by hedges. They ai*e narrow, shady, and muddy 
or rutty, according to the season, and intersect one another so as to form a 
multitude of crossways, looking all like one another. Previous to 1840 there 
were few high roads, no large towns ; the villages are scattered and thinly 
inhabited, estates very much subdivided, houses concealed by trees and bushes, 
and a peasantry of primitive and rude manners. These were the combination 
of circumstances which made this district a complete labyrinth, perfectly 
adapted as the theatre of the civil war which so long and so feai'fuUy desolated 
it. It can easily be understood what a complete stronghold such a district as 
this would become when defended by a brave peasantry, fighting close to their 
own homes, and thoroughly acquainted with sdl its intricacies. It must be re- 
membered that, for many years after the Revolution of 1830, only two high roads, 
properly so called, existed in La Vendue — ^that from Nantes to Bordeaux, and 
from Tours to Poitiers — and these were 70 m. apart. The peasantry were all 
accustomed to the use of the gun ; many were old poachers and capital marks- 
men. The tactics which they adopted was a species of skirmishing, never 
attacking the enemy but to advantage, themselves choosing time and place, 
when and where they found him entangled in the toils. At the word of com- 
mand from their chief, these rude bands assembled at the place of rendezvous, 
scattered themselves on the enemj^^s approach, lining every hedge and copse, 
from which a murderous fire opened on all sides, the Yend^aji marksmen 
picking out their men, while they themselves were invisible or unassailable. 
It is divided into three parts : the Marais, comprising the sands, salt mai^shes, 
and ponds bordering the seashore, intersected by dykes and canals, abounding 
in pastm'es, destitute of drinking-water; the Socage, oovei'ed with thickets and 
heaths, rough and bristling, much cut up and well cultivated; and the J^laine, 
very rich and highly cultivated, abounding with com and vines." 

Englishmen will find it difficult at present to realize the ruin and devastation 
of the Vendean war. The country was literally ravaged and depopulated. 
Every mile almost is marked by some tradition of blood or battle ; and quite 
independently of tradition, mere inspection will show that there is not a single 
house more than about 60 years old, and will show numerous ruins of the old 
houses, every house having been burnt. The inhabitants were all either 
killed, or driven into the large towns. 

The traveller disposed to visit the theatre of the Vendean war may do so from 
Kantesby way of Clisson; but the character of the country and its inhabitants is 
fast changing under the system pursued by the several governments of France; 
intersected, as it has been by them, with a network of high roads, as it will 
be ere long by railways, it has lost much of its primitive character. 
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ROUTE 49. 

PARIS TO ORLEANS (bRAKCH TO 
GORBEIL) — RAILWAY. 

Paris (Quai d'Ansterlitz) to Kil. MUes. 

Choisy 10 6 

.fuvitty Juuct 20 12 

Ktampcs 56 35 

'J'oury 89 64 

Arieimy . 102 (S3 

Orleans 12L 75 

Trains to Orleans 12 timeaaday^ in 2^ 
and 4 hours. 

There is nothing remarkable on the 
line of rly. as far as Orleans, and the 
scenery after the first few miles from 
Paris is unintei*esting. 

The line, at first skirting the walls 
of the Hospital of the Salpetri^re, is 
cari'ied through a pretty country, at 
the foot of the slopes which border the 
1. bank of the Seine. It approaches 
the river closely at 'each curve it 
makes, and commands pleasant views 
of it. There are many pretty villas 
and country-houses and numerous vil- 
lages on the banks. 

The rly. skirts the forts and village 
of Ivry, and of Vitry, famed for its 
nureery-gardens, on the rt. 

6 m. Choisy Stat, is close to a via- 
duct of 8 arches, which also support 
the towing-path along the Seine; 4 
of the arches are left open to allow a 
passage between the Seine and the 
town. Choisy is a very thriving manu- 
facturing town, whose population has 
increased within a few years to 5172. 
It was called Choisy-le-Roi, because 
Louis XV. made it one of his resi- 
dences ; the Chateau which he built for 
himself and Madame de Pompadour is 
demolished, except a fragment, now 
turned into a china manufactory. 
There are also manu&ctories of mo- 
rocco leather (the largest in France), 
of glass, a refinery for beetroot sugar, 
and chemical works. Close to the sta- 
tion the Seine is crossed by a bridge 
of 5 arches. The chdteau and village 
of Orly are seen on the height to the 
rt. The rly. skirts the park of 

Vilieneaoe-le'Jioi, a bridge over the 
Seine giving acc^^s to it, The vine- 



clad slopes bounding the valley of the 
Seine are approached at 

3 m. Ablon C, Stat. Ablon is com- 
posed almost entirely of neat villas. 
One of the 3 Protestant churches which 
the reformers of Paris were allowed by 
the Edict of Nantes to possess stood 
here. 

3 m. Juvisy Junct. Stat., situated at 
the foot of a hill on the rt., is re- 
markable for its antiquity. Its bridge 
over the Orge anciently formed the 
boundary between the kingdoms of 
Paris and of Orleans. Isabella of 
Bavaria was arrested here as she was 
carrying off the Dauphin. 

[Branch Rly. to Montargis, continu- 
ing along the margin of the Seine. It I 
passes through Ch&tillon, a little port ' 
on the Seine, where is a suspension 
bridge built over the river by Aguado, 
the Spanish banker; and on the rt. 
the chateau of Romaud, once the 
residence of De Thou. 

The rly. cuts through a part of the 
park of Petit Bourg, broken up and 
parcelled out by its owner. The 
ChdteaUf when it belonged to the Due 
d' An tin, was often the residence of 
Madame de Montespan. It has been 
converted into a reformatory for juve- 
nile offenders. 

2 m. Corbeil Stat. A considerable 
manufacturing town of 5541 Inhab., on 
the Seine, here crossed by a bridge, at 
the influx of the Essonue. There are 
very extensive Flour Mills and a corn- 
market for the supply of Paris. The 
Church of St. Spire (Exupfere), rebuilt 
1437, after a fire, contains the tomb of 
Jacques de Bourgoin, founder of the 
college of Corbeil. The little church 
of St, Jean en Vile was built by the 
Templars in the 13th cent. Fi*om 
Corbeil the rly. continues to Males- 
herbes, from which branch line to 
Hthiviers, the main one being pro- 
longed to Montargis, on the gi*eat rly. 
from Paris to Moulins. 

A continuous street connects Corbeil 
with the village of Essonne, a flourish- 
ing place, from its manufactures of 
cotton, machinery, &c. From Corbeil 
the line runs through L^ Ferte-Alav^ to 

Malesherbes Jnuct. Stat. (Bi*anch Rly. 
(40 m., hj Pithiviers to Orleans), and 
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after passing Puiseaux at Montargia 
falls into the main line from Paris to 
Lyons (Bte. 105).] 



The Orleans Line, curving a little to 
the S. W. , enters the valley of the Orge, 
descending from Arpajon. 

1 m. Savigny Stat., a village with 
a Renaissance castle, fortified 1486 
by Etienne de Vesi, chamberlain to 
Chas. VIII. The handsome Chateau 
occupying its place is now the property 
of the Princess Dowager of Eckmiihl. 
A large hemp-market is held here. 
A viaduct of 3 arches over the Yvette 
leads to 

1 m. Epinay'SUT'Orge Stat., which 
is 2^ m. from Longjumeau on the 
old post-road. The quarries near this 
furnish paving-stones for the streets of 
Paris. Another viaduct of 5 arches 
on leaving the Epinay Stat. The line 
next skirts on the 1. the forSt de St. 
Greuevieve : on the rt., beyond the Orge, 
is seen the chateau of Vaucluse; Vil- 
liers; and Longpont, whose ch, of the 
14th cent, is the sole relic of its an- 
cient abbey. A portion of the pare of 
the handsome chdteau d'Ormay is tra- 
veraed before reaching 

3 m. St, Michel'Sur-Orge Stat. \Mont- 
Ihiry is about 1 J m. on the rt. Its 
ancient castle, of which the Donjon 
tower (13th cent.), 100 ft. high, re- 
mains, was the terror of the kings of 
France iu feudal times, and 'has been 
rendered celebrated by Boileau in the 
Lutrin: — 

" Seii murs dont le sommet se derobe a la vue, 
Sur le ctme d'uti roc s'allongeatit dans la nue, 
Kt preseatant de loin leiir objet ennuyeux, 
liu passant qui les fnit semblent suivre les 
yeax." 

A bloody but indecisive battle was 
fought between Montlh^ry and Long- 
pont in 1465, between Louis XI. and 
the troops of the so-called *' Ligue du 
Bien Public," commanded by the 
Comte de Charolais, afterwards Charles 
the Bold, of Burgundy. The spot still 
goes by the name of Cimeti5re des 
Boiu'guinons.] 

The line passes through the midst of 
the collection of hamlets called 

l\ m. Bretigny Junct. Stat. The 
village gave its name to the treaty 



of peace, signed 1360, between France 
and England, by which Edward III. 
renounced his claim to the throne of 
France, and released the French king, 
John, taken prisoner at Poitiers, upon 
paymentof a large ransom, and delivery 
of numerous hostages. A violent storm 
which fell upon Edward and his army, 
as they were advancing from Paris 
towards Chartres, "reminded him of 
the day of judgment," and caused him 
to make a vow that he would give 
peace to France, and so led to this 
important treaty. [The more direct 
line to Tours by ChCteaudun and Ven- 
dome (Rte. 54) branches off on rt. from 
here]. Beyond this the rly. attains a 
summit-level, before descending into 
the valley of the Juine, and reaching 

4 m. Marolles Stat. The village and 
ch&teau lie a little on the 1. ; Arpajon 
(2565 Inhab.) is about 1 m. off on the 
rt. Beyond Cheptainville we pass 
through the park appertaining to the 
chdteau of Mesnil Voisin, the property 
of the Due de Poliguac, a building of 
brick and stone on the borders of the 
Juine. 

4 m. Lardy Stat. Farther on to the 
1. (2 m.) is the stat. and ch&teau Cha- 
marande, built by Mansard, now the 
property of the Due de Persigny, 
magnificently furnished. The rly. 
skirts the walls of 

2 m. Etrechy Stat. This is a walled 
town. 

2 m. Etampes Stat. (Buffet.) (/nn.- 
H. du Bois de Vincennes.) Close to 
the Stat, rises a ruined tower called 
Guinette (M. H.), the only remains of 
the royal castle and palace, built in the 
12th cent, by King Robert, and dis- 
mantled by Henri IV. 

This ancient town (Pop. 8228) con- 
sists of 1 street 4 m. long, and carries 
on a considerable trade in flour, the 
produce of its numerous water-mills. 
The Ch. of Notre Dame distinguished by 
its very elegant spire, is of the period 
of transition from the Romanesque to 
the Early French style. The E.'part 
of the interior, of very irregular plan, 
contains work of great beauty (end of 
12th cent.) and is remarkable for the 
figures of angels and kings formerly 
painted, which radiate from the key- 
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stones of vaults. It was fortified, and 
over the E. chapel are chambers for 
troops, with loopholes. St, Gillcs has 
the tower square, but raised on an 
octagon base, of the 12th cent. St, 
Martin*Sy another fine church, has a 
late detached W. tower built in imita- 
tion of St.Gilles: it leans considerably, 
as does the W. end of the ch. It has 
ft good inteiior in one uniform style 
(end of 12th cent.). A circular apse, 
with 3 circular chapels, to the E. The 
royal cJstlCf resembling in its ground- 
plan that of Clifford's Tower at York, 
was given as an apanage to various 
remarkable personages, among others 
to the favourites of the three French 
kings — by Francis I. to Anne de Pisse- 
leu, by Henri II. to Diana of Poitiers, 
and by Henri IV. to Gabrielle d'Es- 
tv6ea. The town retains several pictu- 
resque old houses of the time of the 
Renaissance. The H. de Ville is a 
mediaeval building with turrets and 
decorated front and porch. 

A high embankment, a bridge over 
the Louette, with a steep incline, carry 
the rly. from Etampes to the plain of 
the Beauce, where the scenery com- 
pletely changes. 

3 m. MoTDiermlle Stat. The rly. 
crosses the stream of the Chalonette 
on a viaduct, and ascending the valley 
of I'Hdmery reaches a second summit- 
level. On the 1. is the handsome 
chateau of Mereville, of the time of 
Louis XIV. 

3 m. Anger ville Stat. 

9 m. loury Stat. The partly dese- 
crated Cfi, here has a fine porch of the 
13th cent. 

9 m. Artenay Stat. £A little to 
the W., near Rouvray Ste. Croix, 
an English detachment of about 2000 
men, under Sir John Fastolf, escorting 
a convoy of provisions to the army 
besieging Orleans, defeated a force 
4000 strong, consisting of French and 
Scotch, commanded by Dunois and the 
Count of Clermont, who endeavoured 
to intercept them. The French left 
500 dead on the field, among them 
Sir John Stewart, constable of Scot- 
land. This engagement, fought Feb- 
iniary 10, 1409, was called "The Battle 
pf Herrings," ffoin thp ^^\t fish for 



Lent, which formed the bulk of the 
provisions intended for the English. 
A few months later, June 18, and 
nearly on the same ground, at Patay, 
the English forces under the same com- 
mander, retreating dispirited from Or- 
leans, were put to flight at the first 
onset by the French, led on by Jeanne 
d'Arc. Fastolf ran away, and the brave 
Talbot, who never turned his back on 
an enemy, being left to fight almost 
alone, was made prisoner, together 
with Lord Scales.] 

4 m. C/icvillg Stat. Hence the rly. 
runs in great part through the Forest 
of Orleans, until it reaches the de- 
clivity towards the valley of the Loire, 
Fossil remains of gigantic quadrupeds 
(Deinotherium) have been discovered in 
the freshwater limestone, near Chevilly. 

3 m. Cercottes Stat. 

4 m. Les AvibraisJunct. Stat. (BuflFet). 
The express trains to Tours and Bor- 
deaux stop 20 min. Branch rly. to 

5 m. Orleans Junct. Stat. (Buffet), 
at the N. angle of the town, a little to 
the E. of the Porte Bannier. 

{Inns: H. d'Orl^ans, near the rly., 
best ; H. du Loiret ; H. de la Boule 
d'Or. St. Aignan, good situation.) 

Orleans (the Roman Gendbum, named 
afterwards Aurelianum, from M. Au- 
relius, who rebuilt it in the 2nd cent.) 
occupies an extensive level area on the 
rt. bank of the Loire ; it contains 50, 798 
Inhab., and is chief town of the D^pt. 
of the Loiret. It is not conspicuous for 
trade or manufactures, and is deficient 
in tangible historical memorials, chiefly 
owing to the progress of modem im- 
provements. The town gates and walls 
have been destroyed, several of the lat- 
ter since 1830, giving place to hand- 
some boulevards, and above all, nearly 
every memorial of the heroine of 
Orleans, Joan of Arc, has been swept 
away. The population is increasing, 
but the town is dull, and has an ap- 
pearance of having once been more 
populous and thriving. 

Every object of interest at Orleans 
can be) seen in a few hours in the fol- 
lowing topographical order : — Leaving 
the rly. station, descend the Rue 
Bannier to the Place du Martroy — statue 
of Joftn of Arc— fvQia which following 
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the Rue JeEuma d'Aro to the Cathedral, 
Prefecture, eh. of St. Pierre le PueUier, 
foUoiv the Quay to the bridge over 
the Loire ; ascend the Rue Royale, 
near whioh on rt. are the Mvseain and 
House of Diane de Poitiers, nnd on 1, 
those of JjMJ Sorel, Jeanne iTArc, and 
Laifairie; from which rejoin the Quay 
to the ch. of St. Aignan, and folloir 
thfl Boulevards de St. Vincent and du 
Chemin de Fer to tlie station, 

A handsome street, Rao Royale, 
leads from the bridge over the Loire 
to the irregular Place du Martruy, 
which occupies nearly the tientre of 
the town. The street is prolonged 






under another name {^Rae ih 
Raaier) to the BarriJte de Paris, the 
Boulevard St. Jean, and the station of 
the ChemiD de Fer, on the Bouleviini 

A wide street (Rue Jeanne d'Aro) 
baa been opened from the Hue Koyale 
to the W. front of the "Cttthedi-al [Ste. 
Croix), the most important building of 
the town. The eiteiior was rebuilt in 
the 17th century, at a period when 
Gothic architecture was on the de- 
cline, yet the style is tolerably pure 
Flamboyant. Henri IV. furnished 
the funds, to atone for the de- 
struction by the Calvinists of the 
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formei* cliUi*cll> to ingratiate himself 
(vaiu hope!) with the Jesuits, and to 
liberate himself from the Pope's ex- 
communication. He laid the first stone 
in 1601, and the building, unfinished 
at his death, was continued under 
Louis XIII., XIV., and XV. The de- 
sign of the W. front was made in 1726, 
by the architect Gabriel, and modified 
by his successor, Paris. It consists 
of 3 somewhat plain pointed portals, 
surmounted by 3 rose-windows flanked 
by 2 towers of equal height (280 ft.). 
Over the W. portal are some incon- 
gruous coats of arms, supported by 
cherubs, including the shield of the 
Bourbons now lilyless. The N. and S. 
porches are classical abominations. The 
nave is flanked by double aisles. The 
magnificent effect of the interior de- 
pends in a great degree on its large 
scale and fine proportions, the long 
slender windows of the apse have a fine 
effect. It is remarkable as the only 
Gothic cathedral erected in Europe 
since the middle ages. 

A portion of the former cathedral, 
blown up 1567 by the Huguenots, who 
had previously turned it into a stable 
for their cavalry, in spite of the remon- 
strances of the Prince de Cond^, still 
remains in the N. choir aisle : the choir 
ends in an apse. The chapels round 
the choir and one in the N. transep4^ 
are in the best style of the 14th cent;, 
and very elegant. The colunms anti 
arches of the nave (except that neares^^ 
the W. end) are also old and in tluv 
Flamboyant style, and the roof yfa» 
probably reconstructed from the nHA 
groinings. 

The other churches are either mo<3scni 
or so mutilated as scarcely to descvve 
notice. St, Aignan is the finest ; its nonieh 
injured portal is in the florid styls:. 
It consists of choir and transepts, -m^ 
deep apsidal chapels. Under it j» at 
Romanesque crypt of the 9th cent.. 

The ancient ch. of St. Airt wa» cfeK 
stroyed in 1710, but the crypt of tSie 
7th cent, is to be seen beneatb i^- 
buildings of the Grand S^minaire. 

The houses Kos. 2 and 4 in the Ffaoe 
adjoining this ch., formerly the Con- 
vent of St. Aignan, were built md ] 
inhabited by Louis XI. They are of/ 



plain Ted brick, With lligb ^tched slate 
roofs, hating dormer windows, and 
resenxble closely the remaining frag- 
ment of the chftteatl of Plessis les 
Tours (Rte. 53). St, Pten-e-le-PuelHer 
(Petnis Puellarum) has a Korman K. 
porch and an anoient apse ; and the 
beautiful ruined Ch. Of St. Jacques has 
a splendid Flamboyant doorway. 

The Hotel de la Mairie, to the AV. 
of the caiihedral, is well deserving of a 
visit. It was built by Maitre Viart, 
1442, though having the characteristics 
of the latter period of Louis XII., and 
was the residence of the intendants of 
the pro vu ice, but had fallen into great 
dilapidation, when it was purchased in 
1853 by the town and restored in ex- 
cellent taste at an expense of 23,000/. 
The ceilin.'gs and chimney-pieces in the 
Salons des Manages and Salle des Con- 
fleils are mAgnificent. In one of these 
rooms Frsngois II. died. The cfaande- 
liera and chunney-piece in the Salle dc 
Reception are said to be old. The 
sculptured caryatides are attributed to 
Jean Goujton. Roimd some of the 
rooms ar& the armorial bearings of 
the ancient ^chevins of the town, com- 
Tnencing from the 14th cent. In the 
Salle de Gonseil is a portrait of the 
Maid of Orleans, painted 1581, from 
an older picture it is said, but deserv- 
ing little confidence. 

In front of the Mairie stands the 
statue of the Maid of Orleans, by the 
Princess Marie d*Orleans presented by 
Louis Philippe, and by far the wor- 
thiest representation of the Maid. 

In ^the Rue des Hotelleries, a narrow 
street on the S. of the Rue t^eanne 
d'Arc, is the *Miji£e'e (the ancient H6tel 
de Vil le), a picturesque edifice of the 
time of Charles VIII. and Louis 
XII. Here will be found, in addition 
to a C( msiderable number of ordinary 
picture s and an assemblage of me* 
moriaL'S and portraits of Jeanne 
d'Arc, a collection of local anti* 
■quities., carvings in ivory, wood, and 
stone, which once ornamented the 
liousee and churches of Orleans, chiefly 
•of the .15th and 16th cents. Amidst 
old f urn iture, cabinets, ohimney-pieces, 
7>as-relie fs and statues, is an elaborately 
<:arved chest, bearing the histories of 
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Solomon and Dayid in relief; another, 
which came from St. Aignan, is orna- 
mented with a representation of the 
coronation of Louis XII. in 1498. A 
Massacre of the Innocents in stone, an 
enamelled triptic, and some elaborate 
ironwork, locks, &c., with Gothic pat- 
terns, chefs (Tceuvre of the hammer and 
anvil. 

Not far from the Musde, in the Rue 
des Albanais, and Rue Neuve No. 22, 
is the house of Diane de Poitiers, so 
called because she is supposed to have 
been laid up in it with a broken leg; 
but it appears to have belonged to the 
Bishop of Orleans, and was built 1 552. 
The inner front facing the court is a 
good specimen of Italian architecture. 
This house has also been converted into 
a Museum ; it contains numerous 
cannon-balls of the time of the siege, 
dug up in making the rly. stat. 

In the Hue du Tabourg, and behind 
the Museum, are some interesting 
specimens of domestic architecture, as 
the house of Jeanne d'Arc (No. 35), 
and that of Agnes Sorel (No. 15), 
which is well worthy of examination, 
on account of its carved wood and 
stone work, its doors, the reliefs round 
the galleries facing the court, and the 
very curious and handsome staircase, 
in five flights, two above ground and 
tliree below in the cellars. The back 
sliould be looked at as well as the front. 
TTie style of architecture and orna- 
ment, and the coats of arms, fleurs-de- 
lis, &c., render it probable that it was 
erected by Charles VII. for his favourite 
previous to 1470. 

JSo, 28 Rue dela Recouvrance, called 
Matson de Francois Premier , is supposed 
to have been built for the Duchesse 
d*Etampe3 in 1540. No. 60 Rue St. 
Catherine, and a house in Rue de la 
Pierre Percee, are old and worth notice. 
An equestrian statue of the Maid of 
Orleans, armed and riding en cavalier 
was erected on the Place du Martroy 
in 1855. The bas-relief in bronze sur- 
rounding the pedestal, and represent- 
ing the chief events in her life, is well 
executed. 

The Maid entered the city on Friday, 
29th April, 1429, in the teeth of the 
Snglifih army, which was vastly supe- 



rior to the P'rench. She had con- 
voyed a supply of provisions from Blois 
to the famished townspeople, who, as 
she rode in triumph through their 
streets on her charger, in full armour, 
bearing her sacred banner, looked on 
her as their guardian angel sent from 
heaven. She was lodged in the house 
of Jacques Bouchier, treasurer of the 
Due d' Orleans, which she had selected, 
with that sense of modesty which al- 
ways actuated her, because she would 
there be under the protection of a 
matron of good repute, his wife. It 
stood close to the Porte Renard (since 
removed). The scene of her chief 
exploits was the old bridge, which 
stood considerably higher up the river 
than the present one, near the present 
railway bridge, and rested in the centre 
on an island. It was defended 
at its extremity, on the S. bank 
of the Loire, by a fort, or Tdte du 
Pont, called Lcs Tourelles which had 
fallen into the hands of the English 
before Jeanne's arrival, and, together 
with another tower in the centre of the 
bridge, formed a strong post, whence 
the English greatly annoyed the be- 
sieged by a battery planted on it. It 
was while reconnoitring the town from 
this battery that the English com- 
mander, the Earl of Salisbury, wan 
mortally wounded by a shot from the 
walls. 

The Maid in her enthusiasm decided 
that this post should be first attacked ; 
and though her design was opposed by the 
most skilful of the French commanders, 
they were obliged to yield, because she 
carried the people and soldiery with 
her. As the bridge had been broken 
between the Tourelles and the town, 
when that fort fell into the hands of 
the besiegers, a chosen band of troops 
with the Maiden at their head was 
pushed across the Loire in boats, and 
began the attack upon the Tdte du 
Pont on the 1. bank, which formed part 
of the Bastille des Tourelles. It was 
defended by a picked body of 500 Eng- 
lish soldiers, under Sir Wm. Gladsdale, 
who for many hours kept their assail- 
ants at bay by their unerring flights of 
arrows and fire of cannon. At length 
the Maid, seeing her countrymen falter^ 
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snatched up a ladder, and planting it 
against the walls began to mount to 
the escalade, but an arrow pierced her 
corslet, and she fell as one dead into 
the ditch. She was with difficulty 
, rescued by her own people from being 
made prisoner, and was borne to the 
rear. Here, however, after a few wo- 
man's tears called forth by the anguish 
of the wound, she received, as she said, 
the consolation of "her voices," and, 
encouraged by St. Michael, St. Cathe- 
rine, and St. Margaret, &c., hurried 
back once more to the contest. Great 
was the dismay of the English when 
they beheld her, whom a few minutes 
before they had supposed mortally 
wounded, again leading the assault, 
and waving on high her magic banner. 
To the feeling of supernatural agency 
being exerted against them, was now 
added the failure of arrows and ammu- 
nition, and the hopelessness of aid 
from their army on the opposite bank. 
The spirits of the French proportion- 
ately increased, and they now began 
to assault the Tourelles from the side 
of the town, throwing beams over the 
broken arch to render it accessible. 
300 men had fallen on the side of the 
English, but the surrender of the fort 
was at length decided by the death 
of their leader, whom a cannon-shot 
hurled into the river as he was cross- 
ing the drawbridge. That same even- 
ing the courageous Jeanne, whom but 
the day before the English had taunt- 
ingly desired to "go home and mind 
her cows," entered Orleans in triumph 
by the bridge which had remained 
many months closed; as she had her- 
self foretold before she began the attack. 
Next day the English raised the siege, 
burning the remaining bastilles which 
they had erected aroimd the town to 
hem it in, and retreating from before 
the walls. Thus in seven days from 
her arrival had the Maid accomplished 
the deliverance of the town. 

Opposite to the spot where the old 
bridge terminated, on the 1. bank of 
the river, stands a small cross called 
la Croix de la Pucelle; and the cellars, 
underneath the neighbouring cabaret 
called Le Boouf, are part of the 
T4te du Pont included in the English 



bastille called Les Tourelles. They are 
now below the surface of the ground, 
but receive partial light from the old 
loopholes, which seem designed for the 
firing of cannon, and are furnished with 
rings above, from which it is probable 
that the guns were suspended by 
chains, as carriages were not then ui 
use. In its present state the fort is 
nothing more thsm a damp, dirty, low 
cellar, possessing this interest alone, 
thab it is perhaps the sole remaining 
contemporary relic of the siege. 

The life of the Maid of Orleans 
has been admirably told by Lord 
Mahon (now Earl Stanhope) in his 
* Essays contributed to the Quarterly 
Review.* 

During the Wars of Religion, at an- 
other siege of Orleans, in 1563, Fi'ancis 
Due de Guise, the conqueror of Calais 
and defender of Metz, who commanded 
the Catholic army which invested the 
town, was assassinated before its walls 
by a fanatical young Huguenot, Poltrot 
de M^rd. He was shot near the village 
of Ohvet, and died a few days after in 
the Chateau de Caubrai. Orleans was 
then justly regarded as the stronghold 
of the Protestant party, and continued 
so until the revocation of the Edict 
of Nantes banished those who fol- 
lowed the Reformed faith. 

Francis II., husband of Mary Queen 
of Scots, ended his insignificant life at 
Orleans, in the building now the Maine, 
whither he had repaired to be present 
at the meeting of the Estates. In his 
last illness, at the instigation of his 
mother, Cath. de Medicis, he sent a 
deputation of pilgrims to Notre Dame 
de Cl^ry, promising to pm-ge tlie king- 
dom of heretics if he recovered. The 
vow was accomplished not by him, but 
by Charles IX., at the instigation of 
the same wicked mother, on the night 
of St. Bartholomew. On 11th Oct., 
1870, after a short fight with, the 
French under Motterouge, Orleans was 
occupied by a Bavarian force under Von 
der Thann, but was attacked at Coul- 
miersy and driven out on the 9th Nov. 
by the French Armee de la Loire under 
Aurelles de Paladines. From the 2nd 
to the 4th Dec. a series of bloody skir- 
mi^es took place, ending in the re- 
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occupation of the town by the (^ermins 
under Prince Fredi Charles. 

Caesar mentioiui Orleans in the fol- 
lowing passage: ** Camutes Qenabum 
concuiTunt, civesqueBomanos, qui ne- 
gotiandi caus& ibi consisterant, inter- 
ficiunt." 

The fine Bridge over the Loire^ of 
9 unequal arches, 364 yards long, was 
built by ihe great engineer Perronnet; 
it was opened by Madame de Pompadour 
in 1760. 

Post' Office in the Rue d'llliers. 

Alphonse Qatineau, bookseller, is 
well provided with guide-books, views, 
maps, and plans of Orleans and the 
neighbouring country. 

Railvkiye to Paris; to Vierzon, 
Bourges, and Moulins ; to Tours, 
Poitiers, and Bordeaux; to Nantes; 
to Lknoges ; to Chartres (Rte. 34) ; to 
Malesherbes ; projeeted to Gden. 

Diligences : — to Qien; to Ohateaiidun. 

Emiii'ims, The objects of interest in 
the vicinity of Orleans ai'e — 

a. Notre Dame de Cl^, the burial- 
place of Louis XI. (Kte. 53). 

&. The CMteau de la Sowce, the resi- 
dence of Lord Bolingbroke, is about 
5 m. off ; a cab will cost 5 or 6 francs. 
The way leads across the biidge over 
the Loire tb the village of Olivet 
(omnibus every hour) ; here the road 
turns to the 1. The river Loiret here 
issues out of the ground in full flood, 
from a natural basin, but injured by 
art, close under the walls of the 
chftteau, in the midst of the park. 
After a course of only 10 m. it 
falls into the Loire, giving, however, 
its name to the department. With 
this exception, the grounds, laid out 
in the formal f^rench style, have little 
interest; nor has the chftteau itself 
any other than what it derives from 
having been the residence of Boling- 
broke, who rented it during the latter 
years of his life when exiled from Eng- 
land. He was visited here by Voltaire, 
and wrote here his 'Reflections on 
Exile.' It is a circuitous and tedious 
walk up to the source, owing to inclo* 
sures and ditches. There is a second and 
more copious source, produced, at the 
banning of the last century, by the 



the waters of the old one, which, in 
consequence, broke a new passage for 
itself*. Here Davoust signed the de- 
cree for disbanding the Army of the 
Loire, after the reverses of Napoleon 
in 1815. 

Not far from X^a Souroe, near the 
road, is another handsome C/idteau — de 
la Fontaine, 



ROUTE 51. 

PAftlS TO SCEAUX — BAILWAlf. 

11 kilom. =±= 7 Kng. m. Trains in 
28 min. 

Terminus in Paris, Barri^re d'Enfer. 

The peculiarity of the line is, that, 
for the sake of economizing outlay, it 
is constructed upon steep slopes and 
curves of small radius, which are tra- 
versed in safety by railway trains called 
trains articiU^s, owing to the carriages 
being made to turn on their wheels 
like road carriages, the invention of M. 
Amoux. 

4 m. ArcueiL A village of 5024 
Inhab., much frequented by the Paris- 
.ians. In the valley is an Aqueduct 
constructed by Mary of Medicis to 
carry the waters of the Rungis to Paris. 
There are also traces of the Roman 
aqueduct erected by the Emp. Julian 
for a similar purpose. The ch. is of 
the 13th and 14th cents., and fine. 

1 m. Bowg-la-BeineStat. is situated in 
the valley, at the foot of the ascent on 
whose summit is the town of Sceaux. 
The intervening space is traversed by- 
means of curves carried along the &boe 
of the slope in adgzags (lacets). 

[A branch railway leads to Palaiseau, 
where are ruins of a very old castle, 
and to Orsay and Limoure, passing 
through 

2 m. Bemy ; 2 m. Masay ; 2 m. 
Falaiseau; 3 m. OraayJ] 

^ m. Fontenay aux Boaes, a village in 
the neighbourhood of which roses and 
raspberries are extensively oultivated. 

1 m. Bteavt Stat. The town was once 
famed for its Chateau, built by th0 



artificial means employed to confine ' Minister Colbert (1760), afterwards 
IFrance, 1873.] K 
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monument ie s&id to resemble the pre- 
ceding one, except that the statue is m 
marble : it was executed by Michel 
Bourdin, an cu-tist of Orleans, for Louis 
Xni. Louis is represented bare' 
headed, on his knees in an attitude of 
prayer, upon a black altar-tomb with 
four angels in the corners. The black 
image of the Virgin is said to be the 
identical one before which Louis spent 
so many hours in prayer. Independ* 
ently of its fine proportions, the ch. 
possesses several objects of interest, — 
the sculptures of the Sacristy, much 
mutilated, the carved wood-work of 
its stalls, the fine painted ^ass of the 
£. window, 16th cent., and the Chapel 
of the family of the Counts of Dunois, 
in which Tanneguy du Ch&tel, who 
murdered the Duke of Burgundy on 
the bridge of Montereau (1477) was 
buried. 

5 m. Beaugenoy Stat. {Lm: H. TEcu 
de Bretagile, good), an antique town of 
5029 Inhab., prettily situated between 
two hills. Conspicuous above its old 
houses rises the square Donjon tower ^ of 
the 10th or 11th cent., and solid con- 
struction, 115 feet high, adjoining the 
Castle built by le beau Dunois. The 
jfiT. de Ville, designed by Viart, 1526, 
has an elegant front ornamented with 
the arms of the Card, de Longtieville 
and of the jCJomtes de Dunois. The 
Ch. of St. Etienne (M. H.), one of the 
most ancient in France, is a -plain 
structure of the 9th or 10th centy. 
with transepts, and a tower at the 
crossing. The bell-tower of St. Firmin 
is all that remains of the ch.' of that 
saint, and is now attached to the 
Hdtel Dieu. Beaugenoy gives its 
name to one of the best wines of the 
Orl^anois. 

The rly. runs at the back of the 
town, skirting without entering it, 
and for the next 3 stages separates 
itself from the Loire, to avoid its wind- 
ings, and passes the little towns of 
Avary and Tavers. 

7 m. Mer Stat. The Chdteau de Cham^ 

bard (see below) may be reached from 

this by a good road, crossing the Loire 

by a siispension bridge. 

4 m. Sutures Stat. 

3 m. Menars le Chdteau Stat^, so 



called from the chftteau, which be- 
longed to Madame de Pompadour. 
It is now the property of the Prince 
de Chimay, who has established a col- 
lege here. 

6 m. Blois Stat. (Buffet). (Inns: 
H. d'Angleterre, best ; close to the 
bridge, comfortable, cheerful, and rea- 
sonable; civil landlord. H. de Blois, 
in the centre of the town. H. de la 
T6te Noire; much improved, civil 
people.) 

This ancient and picturesque town, 
chief town of the D^pt. de Loir et Cher, 
containing 20,331 Inhab., is built upon 
a steep slope, crowned by its historical 
castle at one end of the ridge, and by 
the cathedral at the other. 

The quarter of the town which 
reaches down to the river consists of 
modem houses, forming a handsome 
quay lined with rows of trees, and 
along it, between the town and the 
river, the high road passes. A bridge 
of 11 arches, surmounted by an obelisk 
in the centre, unites Blois with its 
suburb Vienne on the 1. bank of the 
Loire. 

Numerous streets of stairs running 
up the hin, and winding narrow lanes 
lined with picturesque old houses, 
form the bulk of the town, and must 
be threaded to reach the 

* Castle, for ages the residence of 
kings and princes, and the scene of 
momentous events. It had been con- 
verted into a barrack, and was allowed 
to go to ruin until 1845, since which 
the government, with laudable eeal, 
has restored a part of it to its piistine 
condition, with excellent taste, under 
the direction of M. Duban. The in- 
terior is well worth visiting, on account 
of the splendid matmer in which it is 
decoi^ted. The joists and underside 
of the floorings are gorgeously painted, 
and the walls covered with stamped 
canvas of brilHant patterns, said to be 
taken from those upon leather origrin- 
ally used for the same purpose. The 
E. front, of red brick, facing the 
square, is of the time of Louis XII., 
who rebuilt the chftbeau, in which he 
was born. 

The fine Gothic portal, surmounted 
by a niche or oriel, is not in the ceutiv 
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of the fagade: it leads into a court, 
the £. side of which is lined with 
a cloister, resting on pillars carved 
with a net-like panelling. In the N. 
comer tower is a giund staircase with 
groined roof. On the rt. hand (N. 
side) is the pile raised by Francis I., 
corresponding in style (Renaissance) 
with part of Chambord, and over- 
hanging the precipice behind. The 
W. side of the quadrangle was com- 
menced under Gaston Due d* Or- 
leans from the designs of Mansard, 
but never finished, and is sadly out 
of character with the rest ; that on 
the left (S.) is the most ancient, 
the work of the early Dukes of 
Orleans. An elegant winding staircase 
of stone, on whose rich roof the Sa- 
lamanders of Francis I, have been 
replaced, leads into the suite of rooms 
in which the tragedy of the Guises 
was consummated. Tradition has pre- 
served the memory of the minutest 
particulars connected with it ; and, 
though the interior was stripped of 
almost all its decorations at the Bevo- 
lution, and the walls whitewashed like 
those of a prison, points out the 
chamber and oratory of Cattierine de 
Medicis, the originator of the plot, — 
the cabinet of Henri If/,, where he 
distributed the daggeirs to his 45 
gentlemen in waiting, who were to rid 
him of his rival, the hero of the barri- 
cades, — the Salie des Gardes, where he 
was leaning against the chimney-piece 
when summoned by the king, — the 
Victtx Cabinet, at the entrance of which 
the victim was set upon by his assassins 
as he was turning aside the tapestry 
hung over the door, and fell pierced 
with more than 40 wounds, — ^the outer 
chamber where the body lay for 2 hours 
with a cloak and a cross of straw 
thrown over it, until the royal mur- 
derer, issuing from his den to look at 
the corse <^ the once mighty Henri le 
Balafr<$, spurned it- in the face with his 
foot, saying, "Je ne le croyais pas 
aussi grand," and then ordered it to 
be burnt, and the ashes thrown into 
the river. During the progress of the 
murder, prayers were being offered up 
for its success in the adjoining chapel. 
This happened Pec, 23, 1538; — on the 



following day the Cardinal de liOrraiHe, 
brother of the Balafr^, was murdered 
in another part of the castle. 

On the ground floor at the N.E. 
angle of the building is the Salle de6 
Etats, to attend the meeting of which 
the Guises had been enticed from Paris, 
their stronghoM. This hall is as old 
as the beginning of the 18th cent.: 
a row of pointed arches carried by 
circular piers with flowered capitals, 
supports its double, barn-like roof of 
wood. The king's throne was placed 
in the centre, under the arches. 

One other memorial of that age of 
crime and superstition remains to be 
noticed, — it is a sort of pavilhn raised 
upon an old tower, detached from the 
S. side of the castle, projecting over 
the Ch. of St. Nicholas towards the 
river: this was the Observatory of Ca- 
thenne de Medicis, to which she used to 
retire, with her astrologer, to consult 
the stars. It bears the inscription 
*' Uraniae Sacrum." A stone slab, like 
a tombstone, in front of the pavilion, 
served as a support for the astrolabe. 

A good general view of the gloomy 
ch&teau is gained by turning to the 1., 
on issuing from the great gate, through 
a vaulted passage into the Place du 
College, above which it rears. aloft its 
sombre mass from a basement of grass- 
grown buttresses. Here we may see 
the winjiow from which Queen Marie 
de Medicis let herself down to escai>e 
when banished to Blois by her son, 
Louis XIII,, on the murder of the 
Mar^chal d' An ere. 

The *Ch. of St, Nicholas (or St. 
Laumer\ is a fine Gothic edifice, chiefly 
belonging to the 12th cent., sunnount- 
ed by a central tower (pyramidal roof) 
and 2 W. towers of excellent early 
pointed work, the N. one earned up 
with a short stone spire, the S. incom- 
plete. The choir ends in an apse of 7 
arches resting on single shafts ; there 
are 3 apisidid chfipeh behind : * the Lady 
Chapel being late pointed. The man- 
ner in which the capitals are executed, 
the regularity of the arches, and the 
elegance of the circular half Gothic half 
Byzantine dome, opening in the centi^ 
to a groined lanthorn above, desen^e 
notice. This oh, ha? bp^p rpstp^<^, 
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The terraced Gardens attached to the 
former KveM form a very agreeable 
walk, commanding a fine view of the 
towa and rlver^ extending to the dis- 
tant towers of Chambord and Chau> 
moat. The present CatJiedral, or Ch. of 
St, Jjouis dci Jjlois, is a handsome uni' 
form building of late date, having the 
remains of simple, massive, early- 
pointed work at the N. of W. end. It 
has been well repaired. The old Cath. 
was destroyed in the Revolution. A 
vaulted sewer, partly cut in the rock, 
by some attributed to the Romans and 
called an aqueduct, runs under a con- 
siderable part of the town. It is known 
among the people aa the Font de 
Ctfsar, 

The principal square has on one side 
the Prefecture, on another the Palais 
de Justice, and on a third the Halle 
au Bid. 

In the old streets of Blois may still 
be found some interesting specimens 
of domestic architecture of the 16th 
cent. The Hdtel d'AUuye retains an 
elegant portico in its inner court, and 
some rooms on the ground floor, but 
little altered. There is a curiously- 
carved house in the Rue Pierre de 
Blois, leading to the Ev6ch6; and 
an elaborately-sculptm^ed staircase of 
wood representing St. George and the 
Di'agon, with a central balustrade 
corded to the top, and compartments 
filled with various compositiohs. 

Among the celebrated natives of Blois 
may be named the learned divine and 
chronicler, Peter of Blois, who died in 
England A.D. 1200; Louis XII.; and 
Denys Papin, for whom the French 
have claimed the invention of the 
steam-engine. A Statue of the latter 
has been erected here. 

In 1814 the Empress Marie Louise, 
with her son the King of Rome, and 
the remnant of the Imperial court, 
government, and army, were despatched 
hither by Napoleoi^ %., when he ap- 
pointed his wife regent* 

[The excursion to the Chateau de 
C/wmbord may be conveniently made 
from Blois, whence it is about 12 m. 
distant, a 2 hrs.* drive. A carriage with 
% Uors© wiU cost 12 ft*,, with 2^ 20. 



The road runs up the 1. baak of the 
Loire in sight of the Chateau of Me- 
nars on the opposite bank, on an em- 
bankment or Lev4e, nearly as far a& St. 
Did, a village with a small Inn (au 
Grand Chambord), 1^ m. diatant from 
the chdteau. A cross road leads thence, 
crossing the Oosson before reaching 
Chambord. (7n« ; H. St. Michael, 
built by the Comte de Chambord, 
very good.) The Forest of Chambord 
is strictly preserved; but guests at the 
inn readily obtain permission to fish in 
the streams, which abound with pike. 
Few fine trees remain in the forest, 
which displays now little sylvan 
beauty. 

* Chambord, the Versailles of lia Tou- 
raine, until Louis XIV. deserted that 
beautiful province to fix the royal resi- 
dence close to the metropolis. It has no 
beauty of site to recommend it, being 
placed in the midst of a sandy flat, sur- 
rounded by a park 21 m. in circum- 
ference. The chateau itself, though 
somewhat fantastic, is on the whole a 
grand edifice, surmounted by a vast 
group of turrets, minarets, and cones, 
which rise conspicuous at a distance 
from a solid basement, the chief features 
of which are 6 prodigious round towers, 
60 ft. in diameter, which seem the 
types of all those which characterise 
French chateaux. Its architecture 
marks the transition between the for- 
tified castle and the Italian palace, and 
is a fine specimen of the age and taste 
of Francis 1., who built it, after his 
return from captivity in Spain, on the 
site of a favourite hunting lodge of 
the Counts of Blois. He laid the 
foimdation of it 1526, and employed 
1800 men constantly on its construc- 
tion until his death. It was afterwards 
continued, though with less zeal, by 
Henri II. and Charles IX.; and even 
Louis Xiy . added the low screen at the 
back, which, though from Mansai'd's 
designs, is ugly, and of coilrse inappro- 
priate to the style of the original. 
It is at present the property of the 
Comte de Chambord, the last descend- 
ant of the elder branch of the house 
of Bourbon, having been purchased 
and presented to him by public sub- 
scription. Ife has bee^i con^fm^d 19 
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\ns poBMBgion, though the Bourbons 
have forfeited their other estates in 
France. Its 440 chambers, though un- 
inhabited, are undergoing judicious re- 
pairs in good style and taste, the rental 
of the estate, amounting to about 3000/. 
a year, being entirely applied by its 
present possessor on its restoration. 

Inclosed within the building a an- 
tral tower rises above the rest, called 
Zaideme, or Tour de la Fleur de iiis, 
from the lily of France, in stone, 6 
ft. high, which surmounts it. After 
having escaped the hammer which 
defaced all its minor brethren so pro- 
fusely scattered over the building, at 
the first Bevolution, this monster lily 
was destined to faU at the second, but 
has been since replaced. 

In the interior of this tower is a 
very beautiful double spiral staircase 
so contrived that parties may pass up 
or down at the same time without 
meeting, scarcely even fie^g each 
other. It opens on each floor upon 
4 vaulted corridors, branching f^om 
it Uke the arms of a cross. The 
compartments of their roof ^re filled 
with the Salamander and F. of Francis 
I. One of these saUes was converted 
under Louis XIV. into a theatre, for 
the first performance of Moli^re's Bour- 
geois Gentilhomme, in which Moli^re 
and his troop performed before the 
King, for the first time, 1670. The 
device of Henri II. the H. entwined 
with the crescent, are distributed over 
the parts begun by that sovereign, 
but left unfinished. 

It will be worth while to asoend to 
the terrace and top of the tower to 
examine the details of the building, its 
solid masonry inlaid with mors^ of 
black slate cut into the shape of 
lozenges, crescents, &c. Its rich niches, 
its classic chimneys converted into 
ornaments instead of being eyesores, 
its balustrades and flying buttresses, 
are all curious specimena of the style of 
the Renaissance, resembling somewhat 
the Elizabethan architecture at Bur- 
leigh, The roof is like the hull of a 
ship, and n^ust contain a forest of tim- 
ber. From the top of the tower we 
look down upon the wide forest and 
wilderness of a park with it^ f^T^nues, I 



Since the oommenoement of the 
recent restorations, it is once more a 
pleasure to traverse the labyrinth of 
rooms, though showing no traces of 
the paintings with which they were 
decorated by Jean Ck>usin. The in* 
tellectual traveller, in imagination, 
can repeople their halls and corridors 
with the brilliancy and beauty of the 
courts of Francis I. and Henri II. , 
recalling the time when Charles V. 
was entertained here on his passage 
through France, 1589, by his generous 
rival, or that when Mademoiselle de 
Montpensier here lost her heart to 
the unprincipled Lauzun. 

Among the occupants of Chambord 
since it was deserted by its royal own- 
ers, was Marshal Saxe, — that veteran 
of a hundred fights, to whom it was 
given by Louis XV. He brought with 
him 6 cannon taken from the enemy in . 
battle, and a regiment of lancers, whom 
he reviewed dally from the terrace, al- 
though with one foot already in the 
grave. He died here 1750. It after- 
wards became the asylum of Stanialtei 
King of Poland, and his daughter Maria 
Leczinska. It was plundered and dis- 
mantled by the mob of 1792, and sold 
as national property. Napoleon be- 
stowed it in 1809 upon Marshal Ber- 
thier, from whose widow it was pur- 
chased for 1,542,000 francs raised by a 
national subscription, and presented to 
the Dug de Bordeaux.] 

[Another excursion may be made from 
Blois to yalen9ay (36 m.) by Sellesi, an 
old town on the Cher. The Chateau of 
Valenfay, built by Philibert Delorme 
in the reign of Francis I., is interesting 
architecturally as a specimen of the 
style of the Renaissance, and historic- 
ally as the prison-house allotted by 
Napoleon to Ferdinand YII. of Spain 
from 1808 to 1814, and still more as the 
country residence of the late Prince 
de Talleyrand during the latter yeaib 
of his life. The larger rooms contain 
portraits of monarchs (Napoleon and 
Louis-Philippe presented by them- 
selves) and of statesmen, his contem^ 
ponuies. 

Talleyrand's last reeting-plaoe is in 
a Yi^ttlt beneath th^ chapd of » small 
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nnunery, in a narrow street off the 
Place at Valenfay. It is entered 
through an iron door in the floor, 
and in one comer a dark stone sar- 
cophagus contains all that remains of 
the wily minister of so many sove- 
mgns. 

Returning to Selles, the traveller 
may proceed down the valley of the 
Cher by the town of Montrichard 
(castle of the 12th centy.) to Chennn- 
ceaux, and thence to Amboise. Be- 
tween Selles and Montrichard, but on 
the opposite side of the Cher, is St. 
AignaUf where there is a magnificent 
Chateau of various ages, formerly be- 
longing to the Dues de St. A. It is 
inhabited and kept up with beautiful 
gardens and terraces, fine trees, and 
profusion of flowers; the gardens are 
open to the townspeople.] 

At Blois begins the colossal dyke 
called La Lev^e, commenced under the 
Cai'lovingian monarchs, and augmented 
and strengthened by different kings of 
France, to restrain the Loire within its 
■bed, and check its destructive inunda- . 
tions. It runs along the rt. bank as 
far aB the mouth of the Mayenne, below 
Angers, a distance of about 100 m. It 
is faced with masonry, and the rail- 
road is carried along its summit. It 
is a considerable work, though inferior 
to the dykes of Holland, and was burst 
through by several inundations in the 
present century. 

The first portion of the rly. beyond 
Blois runs close to the Loire, through 
rather pretty country. 

6 m. Chouzj/ Stat. Near here stood 
the Abbaye de la Guiohe, the burying- 
place of the Counts of Blois, of the 
house of Ch&tillon. 

8 m. Onzain Stat. 

[;€kdteaii de iChaumont, on the other 
side of the Loire, 1 m. from Onzain 
stat., beyond the Loire, a conspicu- 
ous building picturesquely situated on 
a height, with machieolated towers, 
forming S sides of a square. It was 
the residence of Cath. de Medicis, whose 
chamber is shown, and who here spent 
h^r time in plottiiji^ aod in ati;4ying 



the stars until the death of her husband, 
Henri II., when she obliged his mis- 
tress, Diane de Poitiers, to exchange 
her bijou chftteau of Chenonceaux 
for this, which, however, Diane 
does not appear to have inhabited. 
It was the birthplace of Cardinal 
George d'Amboise, 1460, the wise 
minister of France under Louis XII. 
The arms, still visible, cut in the 
masonry, are a blazing hill — chaud- 
moni device of the founder. The 
Prince de Cond^, after the battle of 
Drenx, was confined in it. Voltaire 
is said to have written a part of ' La 
Pucelle* here. 

7 m. Limeray Stat. The rly. from 
here traverses a fertile plain. Tho 
castle of Amboise, on the oppoaite 
side of the Loire, is seen. A little 
beyond Veiives the line eno^ters the pro- 
vince of La Touraine, and the D^pt. 
de rindreet Loire. 

4 m. Amboiie Stat {Inn: H. Lion 
d'Or; cheap and homely.) 

This old and languid town of 4188 
Inhab., stands on the I. bank of the 
Loire, here divided by an island, 
upon which the 2 bridges which cross 
the river rest. The Ch. of 8t. Vents 
is a very interesting building of cir- 
cular style of 12th cent., with a very 
late double N. aisle, the whole restored. 
The capitals are richly carved, some 
with unusual ornaments. A handsome 
round door^ and a low square tower. 
In this ch. is a celebrated ffoit/ Septd- 
chre, fof merly in the oh. of St. Amboise. 
It consists of a group of figures of life- 
size, well executed in terracotta and 
coloured, representing the entotabment 
of our Lord. They are said to be por- 
traits of the family of an intendant of 
the palace named Babou, the three 
Marys being likenesses of his daugh- 
ters, who vs^ere in turn favourites of 
Francis I., as the story goes!! Marie 
de Beauvilliers and Grabrielle d'Ektrees, 
fevourites 6f Henri IV., were daugliters 
of 2 of these ladi^. 

The most conspicuous object is the 
Castle, longi;he residence of the Kings 
of France, and uiitil 1852 the property 
of King Louis Phili|)pe. Its buildings, 
flanked by round towers with conical 
rooffs, reduced to ti small portioD of 
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their origifnal extent, occupy the plat- 
form of a lofty rock, nearly vertical in 
front and rear. Louia Philippe, who 
inherited the castle as the descendant 
of the Dues de Penthi^vre, caused the 
old houses to be swept away from the 
base of the rock, so as to form an 
openifi^ from the bridge to a tunnel 
under the castle. It is vaulted with 
masonry. Two enormous towers, 90 fb; 
high and 42 ft. in diameter, spring from 
the ground at the base of the rock, 
aod rise to the level of the others. 
They contain winding, inclined passages 
of so gradual a slope that horses and 
eyea carriages can ascend to the sum- 
mit of the rock. The one in front 
has been closed to. form a saloon, 
hut that behind, on the 1. as 3rou 
emerge from the timnel, still gives 
access to the castle, and is remarkable 
for its elegant flor^ Gothic doorway 
and groined roof. This and most of 
the other existing buildings date from 
the time of Charles VIII.,- who was 
much attached to Amboise, having been 
bom in it, 1470; he also died here, 
1498. 

The Arab chief Abd-el^Kader and 
his fanuly were eoni&ned in the castle. 
He was released from his captivity by 
Louis Napoleon in 1853. 

In the interior of the ch&teau there is 
little deserving of notice. The rooms 
preserve no traoes of antiquity. Yet in 
them perhaps was decided the bloody 
doom of those 1200 Huguenot prisoners 
conoerned in the celebrated *' Conjura' 
Uon d* Amb&ise" which had for its ob- 
ject to e:ttrioftte the young king Franois 
II. from the clutches and influence 
of the Guises, 1560. The secret of 
the plot was betrayed to the Due de 
Quise by one of the conspirators, and 
its leader. La Benoudie, seized and 
hung (HI a gibbet on the centre of the 
bridge. The remainder of the con- 
spirators were disperaed and every- 
where seized; the c»8tle walls were de- 
corated with the hanging bodies of the 
criminals, and the courts and streets 
of the town streamed with blood, until 
the wearied headsman, resigning his 
axe, consigned the remainder to other 
executionerB, who drowned them in 
the lioire. Sueh was the extent of th^ 



carnage that the court was driven from 
Amboise by the stench of the dead 
bodies. This butchery formed the 
prelude to the still more horrible tra- 
gedy of St. Bartholomew. It was from 
the balcony, that still exists, that 
Oath, de Medicis, her S sons, c^ter- 
wards kings Franois II., Charles IX., 
and Henry III., with Mary Queen of 
Soots, witnessed in Court costume 
the execution of the Huguenots. In 
1470 the exiled Queen Margaret of 
Anjou and her son, through the inter- 
vention of the cunning Louis XI., were 
reconciled in this oastle to her quondam 
foe, the Earl of Warwick, the king- 
maker, by whom her own husband had 
been dethroned. Hatred to Edward 
IV. became the bond of union, and 
they agreed in vowing vengeance on 
him. 

The Gardens are well kept, and 
the view from their terraces is as 
good as that from the ch&teau itself. 
Within the garden stands the little 
* Chapel, one of- the most exquisite 
morsels of profusely florid Gothic in 
France, restored by Louis Philippe in a 
manner creditable to French taste. It 
is in the form of a cross, was built for 
Anne of Brittany, and is dedicated to 
St. Hubert, whose miraculous meeting 
with the stag, having a crom growing 
between its horns, is curiously carved 
over the rich doorway. This and the 
interior are panelled throughout, or 
decorated with foliage of the most de- 
licate sculpture. The leaves, showing 
all their fibres, crisped and curled 
round the edges like kail, are cut be- 
hind in a style more common in ivory 
than stone. Interspersed among the 
foliage are singular and grotesque 
figures; along the wall nms a sort of 
frieze of stonework; the roof is elabo- 
rately groined, and the pendants hang- 
ing from it carved with grotesques, the 
whole reminding one of the richness 
of Henry VII.'s chapel, without its ar- 
rangement. 

In the cliff a little above the oastle, 
and entered from the garden behind a 
private house, are some singular ca^ 
vems called Les Greniers de C^sar, They 
consist of a lofty, narrow excava- 
tion running in a line into the rock, 
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evideutly once divided into 3 Bioreja, 
as the broken edges of the vaulting 
which formed the roofs and floors 
still remaii) ; and by their removal 
the three .are. now thrown into one. 
The walls are covered with cement. 
At the extremity is a round, vaulted 
chamber lined with masonry; at one 
side runs a stairoase cut in the rook, 
deaoending towards the river and 
ascending to a level with the roof of 
the excavation, where it leads to thme 
other similar vaulted ehambers, con- 
structed, it is supposed, to hold corn. 
There is a tradition that Csesar, after 
conquering the Gallic confederation, 
reached the Loire at this spot, and 
formed a camp, traces of which still 
exist on the clifif above, together with 
these excavations below it, to serve as 
storehouses. 

Leonardo da Vinci spent the last 2 
years of his life in the Chateaii de 
Cioux'Luci, still existing ia. the out- 
skirts of the town, and died there 1519. 
He is supposed to have been buried 
in the ch. of St. Florentin, of which 
only the foundation remains. 

[A very pleasant excursion may be 
made from Amboise to 10 m. S. 
*Cheiwnceaux (the fourth stat, on the 
branch line from Tours to Vierzon, 
Bte. 70). The road lies through the 
forest of Amboise (till 1862 a domain 
of the Orleans family), passing on the 
rt. the pa^^a in the park of Chante- 
loupf whose m$gniflcei)t oh&teau, the 
retreat of the Due de Choiseul, minister 
of Louis XV., when banished from 
eourt to his estate* has disappeared. 
After the Revolution it belonged to 
Count Che^tal, the distinguished 
chemist and minister of Napoleon I^ 
who established here a refinery of beet- 
root sugar, which he first brought, to 
perfection. The oh&teau was pulled 
down and sold about 1830 for its 
materials. 

At La Croix we reach th^ valley of 
the Cher *, from whioh a road, turning 
to the 1. up the rt. bank of the river, 
covwed hereabouts with vines, leads 
to tke village of Chenonceaux (pos- 
sessing a poor auberge), which is con- 
nected by an avenue with the Chateau^ 



In front of the building «xtends a 
stately terrace lined with stone baLus- 
trades, approached by a flight ctf steps; 
adjoiaing is a pleasure garden. 

The *CJtateau de Chenonoacnue his 
nearly as many mucenin as Amboise, 
but not of so tragical a kind. It 
was built in the more joyous dajrs 
of Francis I. Its picturesque round 
towers, bartizans, and bridged moat, 
though still preserving the form ai a 
castle, were not meant for defence; 
and its front is covered over with 
graceful and delicate ornaments in 
the Italian style, such as are seen 
at Longleat, at Audley End, and in 
edifices raised by Inigo Jones. It 
was begun in 1515 by Thomas Bohier, 
banker and Chancellor of the fix- 
chequer, of Normandy, partly on the 
piles of an old watermill standing in 
the bed of, and on the rt. bank of, the 
Cher. It is most picturesque, wil^ its 
green court, its single advanced round 
tower, occupied by the Conoierge, and 
pretty fortual gardens laid out hj B. 
Palissy. Its interior is almost un« 
altered silice the day it was built; 
and has beeoiwell kept up and eaiBfuUy 
sestered, after Primatiecio's drawings, 
retaining its old furniture, cabinets, 
ehina, enamels, and glass. Its vaulted 
hall is htmg with armour, its walla 
are covered with stamped cloth, its 
doors are screened by tapestry curtauis 
which draw aside, and the rich ceilings 
are of blue ground studded with stars, 
and its Gothic chapel (16th centy.) 
has some &ao painted gins. The glass 
out of whi<di Francis I. draidc, and 
ICary -Queen of . Scats' mirror, are 
shown. But its chief interest anses 
from the pentons who have lived in 
it. Having fallen into the hands of 
the State, it was given by Henri II. 
to Diana de Poitiers, who proceeded 
with the building and extended the 
bridge, previously constructed over 
only part of the riv6F> quite to the 
other side, and raised upon it a hand> 
some, but less quaint and interest* 
ing building, of two storeys. Hither 
her royal lover used to repair after 
hunting in the neighbouring foi«st of 
Loehes. Her initial D is pkntilully 
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introduced combined with his H^ thos 
ffl . She was, however, dispossessed 
of her fiftir mansion, on the death of the 
king; by the unscrupulous Catherine 
de MedioiB, who embellished and en- 
larged it, and whos6 bedroom, with 
the original funuture, remains. It was 
bequeathed by her to Louise de 
Lorraine, widow of Henri III., and 
on her death in 1601 it descended to 
the Ducheese de Venddme and the 
Oondes. Nor does the list of distin- 
guished inmates cease here, for towards 
the end of the last cent, all the 
literary men of the time used to 
assemble here, drawn together by 
the owner of Ohenonceauz, Madame 
Dupin, widow of a fermier g^n^ral, 
who died 1799. In her time, Voltaire, 
the exiled Bolingbn)ke, Rousseau, and 
many others, were her constant visit- 
ors; and in the little, dusty, faded 
theatre, which occupies the end of 
Diana's gallery, Rousseau's opera, ' Le 
Devin du Village,' was performed for 
the first time. The collection of his- 
torical portraits, including all the per- 
sons who have lived here, is curious; 
among them a whole-length portrait of 
Diane de Poitiers, said to be by Pri- 
maticcio, in the costume of her name- 
sake, the goddess, with a dog in a 
leash, a bow at her back, and wear- 
ing a taffeta petticoat, embroidered 
with fleurs-de-lis. Here are also 
portraits of Henri IV., of Sully, of 
Rabelais, amd a cast of the sweet face 
of Agnes Sor^ from her monument at 
Loches. The most remarkable cir- 
camstance connected with Chenon- 
oeaux, perhaps, is that it escaped the 
ravages of the Revolution, owing to 
the respect which Madame Dupin, its 
owner, commanded. The Cb&teau, 
^which passed by inheritance into the 
patemed keeping of Count de Ville- 
neuve, now belongs to M, Wilson. 
Strangers are obligingly permitted to 
see the interior. 

Loches (Rte. 56) is about 18m. S. of 
Chenonceaux; the road runs partly 
through the fdrest of Loches. It is a 
dreary drive.] 

On leaving Amboise the country be- 
comes exo^ingly populous and fer- 



tile, and is known as la belle plaine, but 
to an English eye is somewhat mono- 
tonous. Many of the houses are partly 
excavated in the soft limestone rocks. 
8 m. Vomray Stat. A pleasant effer- 
verscing wine it made here. Here the 
rly. describes a great curve, and crosses 
the river to the 1. bank on a fine bridge 
80 feet above the Loire. 

[5 m. beyond Vouvray, following 
the post-road, and on tne top of a 
projecting promontory, stands, con- 
spicuous from afar, the feudal beacon - 
tower called Zantenie de la Roche 
Corbon, not unlike a great f£U;tory- 
chimney. It anciently communicated 
by telegraphic signals with the Castle 
of Amboise. It is about 50 ft. high^ 
and rises on the very verge of the cliffy 
above the village of Roche Corbon, 
remarkable because most of its habi- 
tations are excavated out of the 
limestone (craie tuffeau). They are 
sometimes faced with walls, at others 
with partitions of the rock, and 
are prettily festooned with vines. 
These habitations seem comfortable, 
and are mostly provided with little 
gardens in front. Some large excava- 
tions which belonged to the castle of 
Roche Corbon, with fragments of ma- 
soniy, remain. It will be worth while 
to climb up to the top of the rock, 
beside the Lanterne, to look down 
upon the Loire — a pleasing prospect. 
It is possible to scramble through the 
vineyards along the top of the cliff 
nearly to St. Radegonde, and so to 
reach Tours (4^ m.}, but there is no 
path.] 

1 m. Mont Louis Stat, on the S. bank. 
This village, composed partly of ex- 
cavated dwellings, was the place of 
meeting of an ecclesiastical assembly, 
convened to witness the reconciliation 
of Henry II. with Thomas Becket 3 
months before his assassination at 
Canterbury. 

The river Cher and the canal of the 
Cher are traversed by bridges, and the 
cathedral towers of Tours come into 
view. 

St. Pierre dea Corps Stat. (Buffet.) 
Branch-line to 

6 m. TouBS Junct. Stat. (Buffet), 
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on the S. side of the town ; omnibus 
from rly. 

{Inns : H. de TUnivers, very good 
and clean, w. c. ; H. de Bordeaux; H. 
d'Angleterre — ^all three are near to the 
railway terminus ; H. du Faiaan, good ; 
H. de LondreS; comfortable; H. du 
Croissant, quiet; H. La Boule d'Or, in 
the Rue Royale). 

This chief town of the D4pt. 
d'Indre et Loire, and once capital of 
La Touraine, is situated in the midst 
of the fertile but flat valley of the 
Loire, on its 1. bank, and between 
it and the Cher; it has 42,450 Inhab. 
The highway from Paris to Bordeaux 
here crosses the river by its bridfje 
of 15 arches, 1423 ft. long, and the 
whole extent of the town through 
its mfun street, the Hue Boy ah, a fine 
avenue in a direct line from the bridge : 
near the latter a statue of Descartes has 
been erected. At the eutrance of the 
Rue Royale from the bridge stands on 
the rt. the ff. de Ville, and on the 1. the 
Muse'e, while parallel to the river run 
quays and planted platforms, serviag 
as promenades. The town is no longer 
remarkable for the many objects of 
curiosity which it possessed before 
the first Revolution; and the charms 
of its situation, iu an unvaried plain, 
have been greatly overrated. The 
Loire, " though a fine river at cer-, 
tain seasons, contributes less to its 
beauty than might be expected, owing 
to a great part of its channel being left 
bare in summer, so that only three or 
four of the arches of the bridge be- 
stride the shrunken stream, while the 
rest span wider beds of bare gravel. 
Owing to the flatness of the surface 
and the dntt there are few interesting 
■walks or rides in its iimnediate vici- 
nity. The place has long been a £&" 
Tourite residence for English, owing 
to the mildness of the climate and the 
unusual number of good houses to let. 
In our description of the town we 
shall assame the plan of a walk which 
may occupy a long morning or a short 
day. 

Starting from the main street, the 
Rue 'Royale, a turning on the 1. (Rue 
de TArchevdch^) will lead to the Ar- 
chev^ch^, approached by a handsome 



Italian portal, at the side of which rises 
the *Cathedrca (M. H.) of St, Gatien. 
The W. front consists of 3 lofty portals 
eiuiehed with florid ornaments, niches, 
and foliage, surmounted by a laige 8- 
light mndow, the head of whidi in 
outline represents, instead of a eircle, 
4 pointed arches, one reversed on 
eadi side, filled with the fin««t glass. 
The tracery is inferior to good £ng- 
lisli Dec. The whole of this fa9ade. 
which, with the towers, is covered 
with elaborate ornament, dates fnm 
the last years of the 15th or be- 
ginning of 16th oent. The 2 towers, 
205 ft. high, axe grounded, the If. on 
early pointed, the S. on ciroular work, 
and .their upper stages, crowned with 
scaled oupolflis, show the influence of 
the Renaissance ; yet, late 09 it is, tke 
wh<>le is stiriking and picturesque. 

The interior, 'i56 ft. long uid 95 ft 
high, is in a mature and noble style of 
Gothio. In the choir (begun 1170) 
and part of transepts it shows fine 
work of .13th cent, (1 220-40 j; thence 
going W. the work is more ajid more 
recent, and the 2 W. jbtyys of the nacre 
are neai'ly as late as the W. facade. 
Yet the whole harmoniaes together, in 
lightness and grace, the old painted 
glaes giving au adciiiuble tone of colour 
to it. 

In the beautiful old painted glass 
surrounding the choir, and shedding 
a venerable gloom about the high 
altar, may be seen the arms of Si. 
Louis, ol his miother, Bl^che of Cas- 
tile, and of the town, consisting of a 
group of towers. The effect of the fine 
r6pe-window In the ]^ . transept is im- 
paired by a thick ston^ prop carried 
through the middle to support the 
roof. At the angle of the S. transept 
and aisle is the monument of the 2 
children of Charles VIII. and Anne de 
Bretagne^ in consequence of whose 
early d.eat]^s the succession to the 
French throne passed to the branch 
of Yalois Orleans. Figures of the 2 
prinoes^ watched by angels, recline 
on a. saroQpha|[up decorated with the 
arms of France, with dolphins, bas- 
reliefs, and ornaments in the Rtyle of 
the Reinaidscmoe : it is the work of 2 
ncitive artists named Juste, contempo* 
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rariea of Jean Goujon. Near the choir 
2 ancient frescoes have been uncovered 
from beneath the whitewash. 

It wiU be worth while to ascend 
the towers for the view, which in- 
cludes Amboise, Plessis les Tours, 
and the course of the Loire and Cher. 
The woodwork of the roof, a master- 
piece of carpentry, covering the stone 
roof, and the elegant, light, spiral 
staircase, which rests on a crown of 
open groins or ribs, in the K. tower, 
can be seen at the same time. Behind 
the cathedral is the ancient Fsaliette 
(song-school), worth visiting. 

Passing from the cathedral towards 
the quay, a circular and machicolated 
tower is seen on the rt., inclosed ydth- 
in the Infantry Basracks : it is the only 
part remaining of the Castle built by 
Henry II. of England in the 12th 
cent. From this tower Charles de 
Lorraine, the son of Henri Due de Gknse 
(le Balafr^), imprisoned by Henri III. 
£iter his father's murder at Blois, 
escaped by letting himself down by a 
rope. Turning to the 1. and following 
the line of the quay, the iron wire 
suspension Bridge, erected by M. Seguin 
in 1847, is reached, and lower down 
the stone Bridge: several of its arches 
have given way at different times, owing 
to the river undermining its founda- 
tions. 

The MusSe contains a collection of 
nearly 200 mediocre paintings, chiefly 
copies, and some casts; it is open to 
the public only on Sundays, 12-4. A 
Last Judgment, brought from the 
chapel of the oastle of Plessis, may be 
noticed. 

A little way up the Rue Resale, 
on the 1. in going from the bridge, 
is the Ch, of St. JiUion, until 1847 
desecrated and turned into a coach- 
house for diligences, but happily res- 
cued by & subscription raised among 
a few private persons amounting to 
80,000 frs., and again opened for divine 
service. It is a fine early pointed edi- 
fice, date 1224, except the lower part 
of the W. tower, which is founded up- 
on circular arches, with Romanesque 
capitals belonging to an older church 
of 11th cent. 

The 2nd street on the rt. is the Rue de 



Commerce; here, at'No. 35, is the hand* 
Bomest specimen of domestic architec- 
ture in the town, and a perfectly pre- 
served example of the Renaissance 
style of the 15th cent. : its front is 
richly decorated with coats of arms, 
scroll-work, &o.; its dormer windows 
are terminated by orockeied gables; a 
turret projects in front, below which 
is the entrance, and round the bottom 
runs a light trefoil balustrade. It was 
built by Jean Xaincoings, ControUeur 
des Finances to Chaiies YII., in 1400, 
and has been restored 'by M. Gouin, 
its owner, an eminent banker. 

Continuing our walk along the Rue 
de Commerce we come to the Rue de 
Bri^onnet, where the house No. 18 
is supposed to have been that of TVu- 
fan fEermite^tiie ill-emened executioner 
of Louis XI, ^see * Quentin Durward*) ; 
there is little authority for the designa- 
tion. It is a briok mansion, apparently 
of the 15th cent.: its front termi- 
nates in a gable> and is flanked by a 
stair turret, 7(^ ft. lugh, eurioi^ly 
vaulted with brick, overtopping the 
neighbouring houses and oonunand- 
ing a view of Hessis. Its door and 
windows are surmounted by florid 
canopies, that over the entrance sup- 
ported on twisted columns; bnt the 
remarkable feature, to which alone the 
house owes its name, is that the string- 
courses dividing the 3 storeys are in the 
form of ropes in relief, ending in fan- 
tastic knots, so as to resemble the noose 
of a halter. The same ornament (the 
cordeli&re) occurs en the tomb of Anne 
of Brittany, and on her chantry at 
Loches, and was adopted by her as a 
badge of her widowhood. This house 
may have belonged to her or to some 
of her retainers. On the wall may be 
read the inscription, "Assez aurona, 
et peu vivrons," and "Priez XHeu 
pour — ." The walls in the oourt-yard 
are similarly decorated, and on the 
ground floor is an elegant vaulted re- 
cess for a lavatory. In the same street, 
on the opposite side, is a house of evi- 
dently greater antiquity, having a 
vaulted ground floor, and an arcade 
of pointed arches running along its 
first floor. 

In going from here to the Grand 
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Kaccb^, a comer bj^uw, now ashop^ is 
renuvrkable for oarvuigs on the front, 
representiiig the Holy Family. 

In the centre of the market-plaoe 
itself ii a white marble fountain, h 
Fontaine de Bcmne, of oonsiderable 
elegance, in the Meuaiescenoe atyk, eixe- 
cuted by the brothers Juste, Among 
its omamenta are the poroupine, the 
badge of Louis XII.> and the ermine of 
Anne of Brittany. 

Turo Towers, rising on either side of 
the Rue St. Martin, are conspicuous 
objects in all views of the town : one, 
oontaiiung the cidck, having ju domed 
summit, is known as the Tour..de 8t, 
Martin or de I'fiorloge; it was the S. 
tower of the 2 steeples at the W. end> 
and is of the 12tb cent. ; the ether, la 
'fctfir de Charlemaffite, was so named, it 
is said, because hia wife Luitgacd« lies 
buried beneath it. It is of the 11th 
cent., and stood at the end of the 
N. transept. They deserve n<itice 
as the only renUdning reHea of tiie 
vast Akbey oh, of St. Martin <fe- Toura, 
The treasure of this celebrated build- 
ing was the shrine of St.. Martin, 
the fizBt metropolitan ai Tours (Ld. I 



•MOX which, became, to the barba 
rians of the dark ages what Delphi was 
to the G3ieeka~-*the oraele which kings 
and waxriors came to consult in the 
beginning of the 7th eent. The con- 
course of pilgrims to thia shrine occa- 
sioned the Roman town, the GasarodU' 
num of the TartMes^ to swell to. ten times 
its originaL extent. The great ecolc" 
siaatiofti establishment, to which this 
church was annexed, -spread civilusa* 
tion and religion throng the oountry, 
and its archbishop became the patriarch 
of Fnmce and one of the mdirt infta* 
ential personages in tiie state. At the 
heads of the chapter even the kings 
of France were proud to enrol them- 
selves. 

Its treasures in the precious metalEi, 
jewels, &c., amoimted to 575 marcs of 
gold and 2200 mares of silver in 1562, 
when it was pillaged by the Huguenots^ 
who broke the images, melted the ch. ' 



was utterly destroyed at the Revolution 
in 1790, excepting two towers out of the 
five whi(^ adorned it. On viewing the 
space which now intervenes between 
tnem> some idea may be formed of its 
extent. Attaebed to the tower of St. 
Martin, may be seen Romanesque pil- 
lars and capitals of an earlier edifice. 
In 1861 the rock-hewn- tomb, believed 
to have been that of St. Martin, Was 
diisRovered under a house which occu- 
pied the place of the high altar. A 
chapel has been^built over it. Louis 
XI., through gratitude for supposed 
benefits derived from the Saint's inter-f 
cession, surrdnnded St. Martin's shrine 
with a railing of silver indiich weighed 
nearly 6776 marcs. His needy success 
Bor, Francis I., had it converted . into 
orown*pieoes. 

Bishop Gregory of Tours, a native 
of the city, was buried in the church 
of St. Martin. 

The Il&Ue aux Bi^s has been formed 
out c^ a church dedicated to St. Cle- 
ment. It is a building of the 16th 
cent. ;> its florid N* porch, though 
mutilated, still retains portions of ele- 
gantly sculptured foliage. There is 
nothing to be seen within. 



The Ch. of La Biohe, at the- extreme 
W. end of Tours, near the river, is 
a handsome late-pointed ch., donble 
aisles to nave, and squai^e £. end. It 
contains some old painted glass. Be- 
neath it is a cave, from which., ii is 
said, St. Qatien preached Christianity 
to the Gauls in the Srd cent. 

The Palais de Justice is a splen- 
did building. There are extensive 
Barracks on the river^side near the 
suspension bridge. 

On the N. of the Paris road, cross- 
ing the river and turning to the 1., are 
2 round towers, with a gatehouse and 
a few crumbling foundations of -waJls^ 
the sole -remains of the once magnifi- 
cent Ab6«7 of Marmo^tier (Majus Mo- 
nasterium), of the 13th cent., onb of 
the ridiest in FVance, founded by St. 
Martin, in which the sainte ampoulle, 
br vessel of holy oil, given by an angel 
to St. Martin to rub a bVuise which 



plate, and burnt the relics deposited; he had received, was preserved, an 



here. After flourishing lor 12 centu 



object of great veneration with pil- 



ries,.tl)e church, an enormous edUfiee, 1 grims. It was sent to Ohartres to 
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aoioint Henri IV. at his coronation. 
On the Rite has been built a modem 
nunnery and school of the SfBUrs du 
Saor^ Coeur, and a chapel in the style 
of the 13th cent., M. Pallu, architect. 
Two chapels have been fitted up in 
subterranean chambers adjoining the 
imins of the N. transept, dedicated to 
St. Martin and St. Brioe. 

In a handsome building— the old 
Hotel Papian, 88 Bue Royale — is the 
Public Librai-y (open Tnes., Wed., 
Thurs.j and Fri.» 12-4, closed Aug. 15 
to Oct. 15), of 50,000 volumes, in- 
cluding some curious MSS., the be* 
quests of M. Salmon and the Pnnce 
d'EssUng. In it are a copy of the 
Grospels in gold letters on vellum (8th 
cent.), which belonged to the church 
of St. Martin, upon which the Kings of 
France took the oaths as first canons 
of that church ; Les Heures of Charles 
V, of France and of Anne de fire- 
tagne ; and numerous other Missals. 

The most frequented Gaf^ is that of 
de la Ville de Paris^ in the Bue Royale. 

The Posie aiix Lettres is in the Bue de 
la.Guerche, and the T/teat}^ in the Rue 
de TArchevdch^. 

The English Chwch senioo is per- 
formed every Sunday at 1 IJ and 4^ in 
a chapel. Rue de la Pr^ecture. 

M. Doi'auge Jeuue, 88 Bue Boyale, 
tikes {$ or 4 pupils to instruct in 
French and to prepare for the schools. 

The promenade da Mail on the old 
vamparts, now planted with rows 
of trees, forms a favourite evening 
lounge. 

One of the ehief mints of France 
was established in the middle ages at 
Tours, whence come the livres Toumois, 
salver pieees (libra of the Bomans), 
which were coined here. 

Le £oi ffvgon. who plays the part 
at Tours of the Boghie of English 
nurseries, is said to have given the name 
of Huguenots to the Protestant party 
in France, who, being very numerous 
i» the town,, but checked and watched 
by their enemies, used to meet beyond 
the walls, issuing out stealthily through 
tliis gate, at nightfall. A more pro- 
bable djerivation of Huguenot is from 
the Swiss Eidgenossen, i.e. Confede- 
rate. Another memorial of the days 



of persecution of tiie Protestants is re- 
tained in the name Sve Menard, persoiu 
suspected of heresy being pursued in 
the streets by the Bomanists about 
1562, hunted down with the cry ^'au 
Bernard," and often massacred. 

Tours was long lamed for its mana* 
fEUJture of silk stufflb, established 1480 
by Louis Xi., who settled here Italian 
weavers. This branch of industiy, 
however, was ruined by the revocation 
of the Edict of Nantes, by which the 
population was reduced from 80,000 
to 42,450. This tyrannical act trans* 
ferred 3000 families, with their wealth 
and industry, from fVanoe to Holland, 
and the manulEicture dwindled away 
at Tours to take root at Lyons. Toun 
has now no manufacture of import* 
ance. The dried plums, pruneaux 4» 
T(mrs, once so celebrated, are now less 
esteemed than those of Gascony and 
Provence. 

Tours is a city of some imEportance 
in history. The TUrones, its ancient 
inhabitants, joined the league of the 
64 Qaliic towns under Vercingetonx 
against Jillins Ososar, and are mentionecl 
by Luoan, as 1^ ** Instabiles Turonee." 

The representatives of the French 
Government withdrew here from Paris 
on the advance of the Germans, and 
Gambetta having escaped from the 
capital in a balloon, and safely de- 
scended at Amiens, arrived here 
9th Oct., 1871, with the object of in* 
citing the Provinoes to raise the siege 
of Paris. On the 21 at Dec., the 
Governxnent having previously retiied 
to Bordeaux, the Germans encamped in 
the neighbourhood, and on 19tk Jan., 
1871, occupied the town in force. 

Saihoays^ — ^W. to Angers and Nantes 
(Bte. 46) ; S<. to Poitiers, Angouleme, 
and Bordeaux (Bte. 64) ; N. to Paris, 
by Orleans, or by Yenddme and Cha« 
teaudun (Bte. 54) ; to Le Mana (Bte. 
34); and thence to Caen, Benues, St. 
Medo, and Brest ; £. to YierEon (Rte. 
70), by OhenonooauE (see aborve), and 
Yillefranch^-flur-Cher (branch to Komo- 
rantin). 

Diligences daily, to Locfaes and 
Ghinon. 

Touraine was bestowed as on apaiuuje 
on Mary Queen of Scots and her short* 
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lived hiuband Francis before hia accea- 
flion to the thTOne ;' she id said to have 
drawn revenue from it, as Ducheas of 
Touraine, even v^ilfr in captivity in 
England ; it was afterwards given to 
the Duo d'Alencon, brother of Henri 
III. . . • 

[The Zande de Miri^ about 9 mi to 
the S.W. on the road to AzajirJe- 
Bideau, is sui^osed to ba the place 
where the Saracens under Abderrah- 
man were defeated by Charles :Martel, 
and Europe ' saved from the Mahome-' 
dan yokfe) A.i>. 782.] 

Plessis ies Tour9, the cast^lated* den 
of thC' tyrant Louis XL^ wkh whioh 
the world is faomliar through the ad- 
mirable descriptions in ' Quentin Dur- 
ward,' is situaiied in the commune of 
La Biche, W. of Tonus, iidj(Hning «i 
hamlet of scattered cottages, on a flat 
marshy plain, between the Loire and 
Cher, and about a mile distant from 
the Halle au Bid, passing the Bacri^e 
dee Oiseaux, and beyodd the Hospice 
G^n^rale. Visitors to Pleasis must, 
not expect aQ3rthing in the shape of a 
feudal castle, for it > was built at a time 
when fortresses were ^ving place to 
fortified mansions. When complete, 
it must have been somewhat. like the 
older parts of Hampton Court and St. 
James's Palaces, which were built not 
many years after Plessis, with . this ,dif- 
ferenee, that' the avarice of Louis, and 
his apprehension of danger,, caused it 
to be raised in so plain a style, and 
with so many defensive precauitions, 
walls, drawbmdges, battlements, and 
wet and dry ditches, that its outer 
appearance must have g^ven it more 
that of a prison than ef a palace. The 
small fragment ncrw remainimg is of 
red brick, and consists of an audience 
hall and smaller apartments, with a 
round tower adjoining, in which is an 
elegant staircase^ with a small room 
on the sumtnit, ' whel'e Charles VIII. 
passed his negilected youth. The whole 
was restored in good taste by the 
owner, M. Petit, an advocate of 
Tours, c, 1860. Originally a clois- 
ter ran along the front. All traces 
are gone of the pitfalls; fosses, &c., 
which surrounded the castle; but on 
th0 Lj as the houiie is appro^ehed, 



are seoi the foundations of' walls <ff 
masonry; and a door, below ground, 
leading into a Mnge of vaiiked oham- 
bars barely lighted by small windows, 
which may onee have served as pri- 
sons, as they ni>w do for cellars. At 
the end of the small terrace. walk in 
the garden is another vault, called the 
prison of Cardinal de la Balue, who was 
immured in it for 11 yrs. for betraying 
his master^s Secrets to Charles of Bur- 
gundy: it has been repaired, but the 
steps of a stair, the lower part of the 
fireplace, the grated bars and shutters 
are old. At the back of a cottage, 
nearly facing the garden gates, is 
a small vaulted chapel, ^d to be 
the Oratory of Louis XL, where he 
paired hours in prayer to the Virgin 
and Saints for the cur^ of his com- 
plidated maladies ; he died at Plessis 
in 1483. Plessis was converted into a 
D^^t de Mendicity in the last century ; 
it was pulled down at the Bevolution. 

Between Plessis and the Hospice 
G^n^rale is an old house, called La 
Babaterie, having a square turret at 
the back, which passes for the residence 
of Olivier le Daim, the barber and 
ministei' of Louis. 

[The Colony of Metiray, about 4J m. 
from Tours, near a station on the rail- 
road to Le Mairs, established by two 
philanthropic French gentlemen, the 
late Vicomte Bvetign^res de Coiui^lee 
and le Conaeiller Demetz; deserves very 
high praise, and will be visited. by all 
who take an interest in the improve- 
ment of their fellow-men. The obj eots 
which its founders and directors had 
in view are, the education and restora- 
tion to society of juvenile offenders 
who while in the public prisons ha^e 
distinguished themselves by good oon- 
duot and by signs of repentance. This 
is sought to be effected by teaching 
them a modd' of gaining an honest 
livelihood, chiefly by agricultural U- 
•bour. The ground on which the esta- 
blishment stands was given by M. de 
Bretign^res ; it is conducted by him 
and his friend, and is supported by 
voluntary donations and annual sub- 
scriptions.] 

More diiSiant and highly interesting 
excursions' magp be mad« from Toure, 
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by rail or road, to OheDonccaiiz and 
Amboke (boih deaeribed in Bte. 53) ; 
Loches (Bte. 5<6) ; and to that ouriows 
and unexplained monument of anti- 
quity La Pile de Sfc. Mars (Bte. 58). 

M. SouilM will famish good horses 
and carriages. 



ROUTE 54. 

PAEIS TO TOUBS (bY CaATEjLVJilJJif 
AND V£ND6M£) — RAIL. 

KiU MilM. 
Paris CQ"al d'Austerli(z) to 

Bretlgny 32 20 

Dourdan 56 35 

Ch&teauduii 131 80 

Veiidftme 177 109 

Tours ...... 234 U$ 

On leaving Paris the line follows 
that of the Orleans Bly. as far as 
Bretigny (Bte. 49), where it brauohes 
off on rt., paoaing by 

3 m. Arpajou BtaJt,, near the Tillage 
of that name. 

3 m. BreuUIet Bi&i. 

4 m. St. C heron Stat. 

16 m. Dourdan Stat., a large town 
in a rich agricultural district, on the 
high road from Etampes to Bam- 
bouillet. Diligences to Chartres. 

16 m. AbltS'Faray SAxA, 

15 m. AUonnes-BotsvUlea Stat. ; good 
road of 7 m. to Chartres ; farther on 
are the stations of Voves and Gault St. 
Denis, 

17 m. Bonneval Stat., a considerable 
village on the Loir; from here the 
line follows that stream as far as Yen- 
d^me. 

9 m. Chateattdam, (Castellodunum) 
Stat. (Buffet) {Lm: H. Grand Mo- 
narque), a town of 6781 Inhab., on 
the banks of the Loir. Its most 
conspicuous building is the ancient 
unfinished Castle of the Comtes de 
Dunoui, surmounted by a tower, 90 ft. 
high, built by Thibaut le Tricheur in 
the 16th oentury, and oontaining a 
very fine staircase. A sharp fight 
occurred here on 19th Oct., 1870, be- 
tween about .4000 French, who had 
barricaded the streets, and a body of 
German infantry and horse, who suc- 
ceeded id capturing the town, 



Dursiig the next 27 m. the rly. de- 
scends by the side of the Loir, passiiig 
7 m. Cioifes Stat. 

6 m. Morse Si. HUaire Stat. 

3 m. Frateval Stat. 

4 m. iV^iouStat. 

7 m. Yenddme Stat. {Inns: H. Qail- 
landre, good; H. Lion dfOr, fair.) A 
town of 9470 Inhab., on the Loir, at 
the foot of vine-clad slqses. Above it 
rise the picturesque ruins of the CasOe 
of the Dues de Vend6me, deniolishedsfc 
the Bevolution, when the tombs of 
Jeanne d' Al^bret, mother of Henri IV., 
and of several princes of the House of 
Bourbon were' destroyed. Near the 
Lion d'Or is the fine Abbey Oh. of 
iha Ifolif Trinity (15th centy.), ooa- 
taining good {Minted glass, with elabo- 
rate wood carvings in the stalls of 
the ohour. It has an early Gothic 
towOT and spire. Nearly opposite to 
it are very curious remains of a 
Norman domestic edifice of an. early 
date. Several smaller churches mefit 
the notice of a lover of eccleaiastical 
architecture. The town was occupied 
by the German forces under Prinoe 
Frederick Charles, 161^ Dec., 1870. 

On leaving Vend^ne the rly. crosses 
the Loir, and quits its valley to tn- 
verse a monotonous plaiii to 

16 m. Ohdteau'renault, a town of 
3978 Inhab. 

8 m. before rea<^ng 7^ourB the hne 
joins that from Le Kans, near the Met- 
tray Stat^ (see Bte. 31), which it follows 
for the rest of the journey. 

St^ Sympkorten, nearly opposite 
Tours, forma a sort of suburb to thit 
city ; and npt far from it is the pretty 
hamlet of St. Cyr, wh«re a cottage, 
called fia Grenadi^re, was loi^ tiie 
retreat of the poet B6ranger. 

17 m. Tocii8(Rte. 58), 



BOUTE 56. 

TOURS TO LOCHBS AND ICH ATEADROUX. 

KiL Milea. 
Tours to Locbes .... 40 25 

ChAtiUon .61 38 

Buzan^is « .... 84 62 
Ch&teauToux 108 67 

108 kilom. ^ 67 Kng. m. to Ohateau- 

1 rouK> wliich c<u) be mom conveniently 
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reaobed, however, by Qrleaus and 
Vier^oB. (Rly^) 
Diligenoes, deify, to Iiocl^ee, in ftbout 

Contmuing along the rly. to Poitiera 
(Ete. 64) for about 3 m., the voad .turns 
to the 1. Several vilUvges are passed 
whose houses consist of canres cut in 
the soft rocky the fronts built up with 
masonry, the roofs covered with vines, 
from the. midst of which peer the chim- 
neys. After passing the Cher it reaches 
the prettily situated vilbge of 

12 m. Cormery (2 interesting Churches, 
and a detached spire of a ruined abbey ) : 
we then reach the borders of the Indre, 
which flows through (me off the jjiost 
fertile valleys of Touraine ; the road 
follows the & bank of the river to 

13 m. Lofihes. {Itma: H. de la Pro- 
menade; M* deFranceO This is one 
of the most, picturesque towns of La 
Touraine, more striking than Chinon 
or Amboise ; its buildings are huddled 
together pound the base of a lofty rook, 
■&om whose summit the rotnaatio ruins 
of itfi historic Castle stUl frown pver 
the ItmdscapOy forming a grand and 
striking* feature in. every yiew« In 
and abound the town the number of 
eccleaiaatical foundations, which clus- 
tered around the castle, is renoarkable. 
Many of ^^ buildings remain* The 
town still retains several of its old 
gates, grooved for the portcullis^ and 
provided > with holes for stockade 
beam9; in its -streets are some old 
houses. , There is also, a picturesque 
iienaissance Bell Tower (Clocher St. 
Antoine) 1629. . Pop,. 5154. 

On the opposite bsmk of the Indre lies 
the suburb of Beavlieii, connected with 
Loches by a row of bridges. The river 
winding through the Yale, overspreads 
its bottom with a carpet of the richest 
verdure^ fringed with willows and 
poplars, and turns the machinery of 
some mills. 

TJie *Castle of Loch^ long a royal 
palace, in which James Y. of Scotland 
was .married to Magdalene of France, 
and whiere Franoifi I. held his splen- 
did court, and received the ISmperor 
Charles V. on his way from Spaim to 
Ghent, is better known and has a more 
tragic reputation a« a prison Qf 9t^te^ 



especially during the roign of Louis XI;, 
when the souud of the name of Loches 
was more dreaded than Plessis itself, 
aa a place destined to; the workings of 
those 8ec9*et acts of cruelty with which 
even Louis shamed to pollute the inte- 
rior of his own residence. There were 
in this place of terror dungeons under 
dungeons; living tombs, to which men 
were consigned with little, hope of fur- 
ther enjoym^xt durii^ the rest of thev* 
lifp than to breathe impure air, and 
feed on bread and water. At this 
formidable castle were those dreaded 
places of confinement oaUed cagest m 
which the prisoner could neither stand 
upright nor stretch himself at full 
length; an invention, it is said, of Car- 
dinal Balue. Louis appointed Olivier 
le Daim, the barber, who was also his 
primes minister, governor of the strong- 
hold^ and gaoler. The castle is com- 
posed of a pile of buildings of various 
ages, partly in ruins. The most con- 
spicuous is the tall white Donjon 
tower, rising at the extremity of the 
platform of rock to a height of 120 ft., 
and overhanging the verge of the pre- 
cipice. Its walla of even and peifect 
xoasonry, supported: by buttresses in 
the form of circulat pillars, pierced by 
scanty round-headed windows above, 
and by mere slits below, show that it 
is a work of the 12th centy. In its 
size, form, and arrangement of the 
entrance stair, within a projecting lower 
tower, it is not unlike the White 
Tower of London, and the castles of 
Newcastle and Kocheater. . Its walla, 
8 ft, thick, are now empty, gutted of 
the four storeys into wM^ they were 
divided. It stands within the precincts 
of the town gaol, a part of the castle 
having been converted to that ignoble 
purpose. Beside it rises a picturesque 
group of less ancient towers of the 
13th cent., in one of which, circular 
in form, are the Caohots of Louis XL, 
extending downwards iu four stories. 
Two of them contained the iron 
cages invented by Cardinal Balue, 
who himself expiated his treasonable 
betrayal of his master's secrets to the 
Duke of Burgundy by a ocwfiiiement 
of 8 years in one of them. In an- 
othery Lu4oYi«o H Mofo, Duke of 
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Milan, the prisoner of Louis XII., 
was eonfined from 1500 until 1510, 
when death released him from his suf- 
ferings. Here Philip de Oomines, the 
historian, was shut up in 1486; the 
Due d'Alen<;on in 1456; Charles de 
Melun, who wws beheaded, in 1468 ; 
and many more victims. These dun- 
geons are vaulted, and dimly lighted 
by small windows, whose deep re- 
eesses, in walls 10 or 12 fb. thiclc, are 
closed by double iron gratings. The 
cages existed down to 1789. 

At the other end of the castle plat- 
form, on the 1. on ascending from the 
town through the arched gateway, is a 
more modem pile of building, now 
the Sow-Pr^ecture, At one end of 
the terrace behind it, within a small 
tower, is the monument of Agnes Soi^l, 
fttvourite of Charles VII., who was 
born, 1400, in the neighbouring ehft- 
teau of Fromonteau. Upon a base of 
black marble reelines the effigy of la 
Belie des Belles, in white limestone, 
her habds uplifted in prayer, with 
two angels besiding over her head and 
shielding her with their wings, aiid 
two lambs at her feet. She is gr&ce- 
iVilly attired in long robes, a simple 
circlet siurrounds her brow; her coun- 
tenance exhibits a refined character of 
beauty, modesty, sweetness, and gen- 
tleness, not unworthy of the Madonnas 
«if Itaphael, aiKl befitting one whose in- 
fluence over a king Was never exercised 
•but for good. On the death of Charles, 
theungratefnlmonks of Loches, whom 
the bounty of Agnes had cherished 
and her bequests had enriched, wished 
to eject her remaiins and tomb f^m 
their church, on the score of scruples 
as to the purity of her life; but even 
Louis XI., much as he hated Agnes, re- 
proved such ingratitude, telling them 
that if they abandoned her body they 
must also resign her benefactions: so 
the bones remained in their place until 
the Revolution, when the gprav« was 
violated ; the monument was preserved 
from destruction only by the inter- 
ference of the local authorities of the 
day. 

Between the Sous-Pi^ecture and the 
keep of the castle stands the *0h. of 
St, Oui'Sf a very interesting monument 



of ecclesiastical architecture, standing 
quite alone in its singularity, and 
mentiBg in a high degree the atten- 
tion of every student of Gk>thic ardii- 
teoture. It presents 4 conical roo&, 
the 2 at the £. and W, being the usual 
low stone spires of towers, while the 2 
between them on a lower level, but of 
very much the same shape and size m 
the others, are octagonid cupolas, with 
no ceilings underneath them. To the 
W. of the belfry-tower is a low squan 
vaulted porch, or narthez, of early 
Romanesque work, out of which opens 
a large and very perfect Romanesque 
W, doorway, rich in mouldi^s tuid 
sculptured figures. A series of low 
rude arches in the lower part of the 
W. tower (the oldest part of the build- 
ing) leads into the nawi wfaioh is di- 
vided by a plain pointed arch into 8 
square compartments, each covered 
with an octagonal cupola of stone. 
The mysterious o^bscurity of these 
lofty vaults is very striking. The £. 
tower, which is over the crossing, opens 
to the ch. with an octagonal cupola, 
perforated at the top and considerably 
lower than the curias in the nave, 
and the responds which carry the an^ 
of the crossing next the nave are 
elaboMitely e<^pbelled in 2 stages. The 
transepts are short, with circular apees 
to the E., between which is the main 
apse, also circular, with a crypt below 
it. The main part of the building is 
of the 12th cent. According to ex- 
isting records, the building was com- 
pleted, as it stands, in 1180, but the 
lower part of the 'W'. tower, and pro- 
bably 6t the nave. Walls, a^ crjrpt, 
are of the 11th cent. The sculpture 
throughout — ^the capitals, the oorbeh 
in tiers supporting the W. arch at the 
crossing, the cylindrical font — merit 
particular notice. The orypt^ b^ieaih 
the choir, was one of the places of de- 
votion of Louis XI. 

In the Beaulieu suburb, 1 tn. £w of 
IxMihes, ib a i^uined Chureh, rEgKse des 
M^^s, formerly attached to a Bene- 
dictine convent destre^red by the £ng^ 
lish, 1412. It has a fine Romanesque 
tower and mutilated spire. A loftj 
fraghient of nave, transepts, and apse, 
of T»riov)& dates, is retained for a ch., 
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And is conneeted wiih the steeple by 
fi-agment« of the N. aisle. The view ol 
Loches hence is rery fine. The (7A. 0/ 
St. Lambent will interest the architeot. 

The rest of the road to Chftteaurouz 
lies up the vale of the Indre to 

14 m. VhdtUhnsur^fftdre, S875 In- 
hab., in the D^t. Tlndre, and ancient 
province of Berry. 

14 m. Bnzanqais, 5145 Inhab., on 
the rt. bank of the river, whose 
branches are hew crossed by several 
bridges. 

14 m. Ckdteanrmx, on the rly. from 
Orleans to Limoges (Rte. 70). 



ROUTE 67. 

IXNTHS TO SAUMUft, BT GHINON. 

Kll. Miles. 
ToaiB to Azay4e.IUdeati . 



24 
Gtaiaon ...... 46 

Sfuunur *12 



16 

2S 
45 



The places on this route may now 
be more easily reached from stations 
on the Rly. to Kantee; Chiaon from 
I*ori Boalet St«t. 8 m. N. (see Rte. 58), 
from which 2 Dil^fejices daily. 

The carriage-road on leaviiag Tours is 
lined by avenues of poplars, and crosses 
a^ the distanoe of If m. the Cher, a 
little to the E. of Plefieis les Tours (Rte. 
53). The Cher runs for about 15 m. 
b^lowthis ncerlyparallel with the Loiret 
before uniting tteelf with that river. 
Along its N. bcmk runs a considerable 
lev^ or dyke oooBtrttcted by Madame 
de Vermandois, abbess of Beaumont 
les Tours, to protect the land between 
it and the Loire from inundations. 
After crossing this flat tract, passing 
numerous white villas ilnd hamlets, the 
road ascends and traverses an extensive 
table-land before entering the valley 
of the Indro, on whose banks stands 

15 m. Azay»le-Rideau (which can be 
reached from Langeais Stat, on the 
rly., dist. 7 m.) (Inn: H. du Grand 
Monarque), a small town prettily situ- 
ated on the Indre. On ihe 1. of the 
road, nearly concealed by trees and sur^ 
rounded by branches c^ that river, is 
the Ch&teau, <me of the best pt^esewed 



specimens in France of the semi-castel- 
lated manor-house, in the style of the 
Renaissance. It was built by GUles 
Berthelot in the reign of Francis I., and 
ovw the chief poHal, enriched with 
sculpture and combinations of thi^ee 
classic orders, is the Salamander, the 
emblem of thiat king, with the motto 
'' Nutrio et extiugn^o," and the initials 
of the founder, G.B. The sculptures 
have been thought worthy of Jean Gou- 
jon; the entire £04^0 and the staircase 
are very elegimt, the wall partly panel- 
led, and the compartments filled with 
diversified patterns. The interior has 
been preserved nearly unaltered, and 
contains old furniture and a coUefction 
of portraits^ A bed, supported by 4 
carved figures, is of elaborate work- 
manship. A neatly kept garden sur- 
rounds the house. The present owner 
is Majrquis de Biencourt. 

A considerable tract of forest is tra^ 
versed on the road beyond Azay, before 
it descends by the hollow way behind 
the castle of 

» 
5 m. Chinon. (Tntui: H. de France^ 
clean and good; H« Ch^iie Vert, dirty.) 
A deserted and dull town (6895 
lubabt), which yet deserves a visit, 
owing to ite pleaaiug position on the 
rt. bank of the Vienuf^ and on account 
of the numerous and interesting histo- 
rical assodations attached te its ruined 
Castie (M. H.), the French Windsor of 
our Plantag^iet kings, as it has been 
termed, where Henry II. breathed his 
last (1 189), uttering curses on his sous, 
whose disobedience had hastened his 
death. It was the favourite residence, 
also, of the French monarchs, from 
Phliippe-Auguste to Henri IV., and the 
scene of Joan of Ard's first appearance 
in public (1428>. The remains are of 
vast extent. They occupy the summit 
of a lofty platform of rock, rising neariy 
800 ft. above the town and river. A 
natural escarpment surrounds it on 
3 sides ; where the cliff was not na- 
turally vertical, it has been out away, 
and huge walls of cMnooth masonry 
have been built up from below to a 
level with the top of the eliff, so as 
to render it hopeless, before the days 
of gunpowder, to scale or batter such 
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a fortress. Between the river and 
the rock crouch the building* of the 
town. Behind the caatle, in a deep 
hollow, runs the road to Tours, ori- 
ginally commanded by the castle's em- 
brasures; and a deep gully or fosse is 
cut through the rock on the 4th side, 
to isolate the promontory from the ridge 
of which it forms the termination. 

Several of the tall flanking towers 
remain tolerably perfect; the rest is all 
crumbling walls. The 3 diyisions into 
which the castle was separated by deep 
dry ditches may still be made out. 
In the central divisidn, above the en- 
trance on which rises the tall Donjon, 
the only part now inhal!Hted, are ^orwn 
the royalapartments; and among them 
that in which Joan the MAid, the sim- 
ple shepherdess of Domr^my, recog- 
nised Charles the Dauphin, thoa^ 
disguised in plain attire, and, singling 
him out from among the croird of 
courtiers, led him apart to the recess 
of the window, where she unfolded to 
him "secrets known only to himself 
and to God." The scene ol that in- 
terview, and of the splendours of the 
court of the careless and luxurious 
Charles, whom even the loss of a king- 
dom could not recall from indolence 
and pleasure, is now a ruin open to the 
sky, with one or two transoms remain^ 
ing in the windows, and a few traces 
of paint upon the walls. Close to it 
is a very deep square tower of the* 13th 
centy., adjoming one of the ditches; 
and without openings, said to have been 
the Oubliettes into which prisoners 
were cast, but more probably Latrines. 

Crossing a bridge into the Srd coiai, 
we find around it the towers o6 la 
Glaciere, in whith Jacques de Molay, 
Grand Master of the Templars, is said 
to have been confined ; the Tour du 
Mmlin, so called because it was sur- 
mounted by a windmill, standing at 
the fiarthest extremity, and of very 
solid structure; and the Tour (fAr- 
ffentaw, fi*om which, as the story goes, 
a Secret passage led beyond the walls 
to the Mftison Ro4>ardeau, the retreat 
of Agnes Sorel. Among All these ftn^ 
ments, the only trace of the original 
Kormau castle is to be found in the 



round tower da Btoulifi; the rest seem 
not older t%an the I5th eentury. 

The view from the walls extends for 
a long distance up and down the fer- 
t^e valley, — ^'a glowing and glorious 
prospect; a green expanse of groves 
and vineyards all Uending into one," 
—with the winding Yienne sparkling 
and flashing among the green meadows, 
or folisige of poplars, walnut-rtrees, and 
vines, nearly as far as its junction with 
the Loire. Fontevrault (Bte. 58), the 
last resting-place of Henry II. and of 
i^e Lion-heavted Richard, is con- 
cealed from ti^w by intervening 
heights. 

There is not much worth noticing 
in the town of Chinon itself. The Ch, 
of St. Mexme (M. H.), on the E. side 
of the town, now a school, dates from 
the 10th to the 14th centy. The W. 
front, of the 11th centy., rises between 
two towers, one of which contains a 
remarkable /r(7sco (the Last Judgment) 
of the IStii centy* Between this ch. 
and the handsome modem Hotel de 
ViHe is the Ch. of St. ^tienne, of the 
15th oenty., containmg some interest- 
ing = monumental sliCbs. Kb tradi- 
tion is preserved of the hostelry in 
which the Pucelle was lodged on her 
arrive fieom her native village, and 
where she was kept two days before she 
could obtain admission to the king, 
until his councillors had asoertauied 
whether she was a sorceress. Nor can 
the ch. b^ pointed out in which she 
spent 1^ greater part of each day in 
prayer while she resided here. It was 
at Chiaon that she first rec^vBd from 
the king her suit of knight's armour, 
and an escort of a squire, a ooafeasor, 
and 2 pages. Here she first girt on the 
mysterious sward (supposed to have 
been that of Abderraman, taken by 
Charles Martel at the defeat of the 
Moors) found in the oh. of St. Cathe- 
rine of Fierbois, and here she unfurled 
her white banner sprinkled with fleurs- 
de-liff, made expressly under the direc- 
tion of her mysterious '* voices.' 



ft 



The rocks b^ind the town, under- 
neath- the castle, have been extensively 
quarried for ages to supply building 
materials ; these excavations ai'<e called 
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Zes Vakuns, and contain JMnoe fine 
stalaotiies. 

Babelais was bom 1483^ in the 
farm-house called la Dmimeref in tifti 
commune of Seuilly, a little way on 
the 1. of the road to Saumur^ on the 
opposite side of the Yienne. He com- 
menced his education in the school of 
the neighhouting abbey, whose monks 
he afterwards ridiculed in his writings. 
An old house at the comer of the Rue 
de Lamproie e^ Chinon is pointed out 
as his residencCi 

It is a delightful drive fi^m Ohi- 
Bon to Saumur, through a country 
teeming with fertility^ amongst or* 
chards, and walnut grores^ and acacia 
hedges, while beneath the fruit-trees 
springs up a crop of com, without ex- 
hausting the soil. The Talley of the 
Vienne terminates at Candes, remark- 
able for its fine ch. (Rte. 5S), where 
that river falls into the Loire; and our 
road, emerging upcm its 1. bank, is 
carried along it, through most ple€»ing 
soenery, to 

19 m. Saumur, described, with the 
rest of the road, in Rte. 59. 

At Montsoreaut near Caxtdes, our road 
passes within 3 m. of the Mbaj/e of 
^ontevrault (Rte. 58), by the post-road 
from Saumur to Loudun and Poitiers. 



EOUTE 58. 

THK LOtRB : TOURS TO ANOERB, fiV 
SAUMUR — ^RAILWAY. 

Tours. KU. Miles. 

Cinq Mars. 18 11 

PortBoulet 44 27 

Saomur ....... ei STi 

I^Menitra 82 51 

Angers lOft 65| 

Trains in 2 h. 50 min. and 3 h. 44 min. 
— 5 trains daily* 

From Tours the rly. follows the 1. 
bank of the Loire as fiar as Cinq Mara. 

The prettiest part of the course of 
the Loire lies below Tours, in the 
neighbourhood of Saumur, and thence 
to Nantes. For BOt»e distance below 
Tours, however, its banks continue 



low, and its bed^ everywheiie too large 
for its stream, is. left bai'e and un- 
sightly in summer. In winter the 
river sometimes rises 90 ft. above its 
ordinary level; and from these irregu" 
larities it is unfit for the permanent 
establishment of water-mills or manu- 
factories oB its banks. It is confined 
on boMi sides by embankments as hv 
as Angers. 

The carriage*ro€td'isi on the rt. bank, 
along the Lev^, or river dyke, often 
on a level with the tops of tibe houses 
and cottages, whioh, together with the 
fertile ficSds, otishflo'ds, gardens, and 
vineyards, it protects from the inun* 
dations of the Loire, commanding, both 
on the river and land side, an exten-* 
sive view. 

7 m. Savonnierea Stat. On the hill 
beyond the Loire is seen 

l^Luynes, a town of 2047 Inhab., at the 
opening of a valley on the N. of the 
Loire, backed by a limestone cliflF, 
pierced with niunerous cave dwellings, 
on the top of which stands the Castle^ 
commanding the country around. It 
was the residence of the seigneurs of 
Luynes, and among them of the first 
duke, the favourite of Louis XIII. and 
Constable of Fiunce, who gave his 
name to the castle and town, pre- 
viously called Maille, 1619. Not far 
off are the ruins of an aqueduct, said 
to b)B Roman, of which nearly 50 
piers and 8 arches remain. Luynes 
was the birthplace of Paul Louis Cour- 
rier, the political writer; he was found 
shot near his own residence, Veretz, 
on the banks of the Cher, not far from 
here, 1825.] 

The rly. crosses the Loire on a 
bridge of 19 arches before reaching 

4 m. Oinq Mars Stat., .or, more cor- 
rectly, Se. Mars, since the name is 
supposed to be a corruption of Campus 
Hartius. Near this villagey whose 
mined castle gave a title to another 
favourite of Louis XIII., who fell 
under the executioner's Axe during the 
relentless rule of Cardinal Richelieu^ is 
the curious monumeut called La Pile 
de Cinq Man, a square brick tower, 95 
ft. high «nd 13 ft. wide on each ikce> 
surmounted originally by 5 pinnaolesi 



216 



JEi&ttfe d8.^2Wi lo SaiMMf. 



Sect. UI. 



one of which was thrown down by a 
storm 1751. It is probably a Roman 
work of the 3rd or 4th. cent.^ attached 
to a Camp or Staftion, whose Cattdkun 
was the neighboarhig castle of Foulqnes 
Kera at Langeois, where a Norman edi- 
fice was raised on Roman fonndations. 
It is destitute of door, window, or other 
opening, and is- perfectly solid. On 
the S. face the bricks are arranged in 
a pattern so as to form 12 compart- 
ments. It may hare been a funnreal 
monument. 

The traTeller continues to pass en- 
tiro villages, cut in the yellow chalk 
rock, ortuffeau, whenever it rises into 
eliffs £ftvonTable for human habita- 
tions. 

The Cher, after running parallel 
with the Loire for about 15 m., enters 
it a little above Cinq Mars, but sends 
off a branch which continues to run 
parallel with it until it joins the Indre, 
9 m. lower do^Ti. 

3 m. Langeais Stat., a town of 3604 
Inhab., with a Ch, (M. H.) dating from 
1118. liie Castle (M. H.), in which 
took place the marriage of Charles 
Vin. with Anne of Brittany (1491)— 
an event which united that important 
province to France — is well preserved. 
It was commenced in the 13th cent, 
by Pierre de Brosse, minister of Phi- 
lippe le Hardi, after having been bar- 
ber to his predecessor, St. Louis. He 
ended his career on the gibbet of Mont- 
faucon, being hung for high treason in 
poisoning his master's son, and accus- 
ing the queen of the crime. Jean 
Bourre'> minister of Louis XL, com- 
pleted the building in the, 1 5th centy. 
The apartments contain a good collec- 
tion of pictures, old furniture, statues, 
armour, tapestry, the bed of Anne of 
Brittany, &o. From the terrace fine 
view over the valley of thd Loii*e. 
On the 1. of the castle are the ruins of 
a rectangular Donjon^ part of the ori- 
ginal building erected here, about 992, 
by Fouiques Nerra, Count of Anjou. 

6 m. 8t Patrice Stat, Near iMs is the 
ChAteau bf SochecottCf where the Ohouan 
leader of that name was bom ; it be^ 
longed subsequently to the Duchesse 
de Dino, or Ta]leyi*and, who was often 
visited hei^e by her uncle/ the Prince de 



Talleyrand, of wiiom it ctmtains into- 
i-esting memorials. On the I>uche88*8 
death it passed to her relative the 
Duchess of Montmorency. 

Nearly opposite this, backed by a 
wooded hill, is the Chateau d*UsK 
'^M. H.), belonging to one of the family 
of Laroi^ejacquelin. It was partly 
rebuilt in the 16th centy., and por- 
tions snbsequently added by Vanban, 
one of whose daughten had mairried 
into the family (de YalentiDay), thea 
owning it. Visitors not admitted. 

4 m. La Chapelle sur Loire Stat. 
The Loire is crossed by a sospensioo 

wire bridge of 5 spans, leading to 
Candes, o{^K)site to which place vs 

pass from Tom*aine into Anjoa. 

The river Yienne here empties itMiC 

into the Loire. 

5 m. Varennest-sur- Loire Stat« 

3 m. Fort JBouIet Stat. Onmibos 
to C/tinon, 8 m. S. up the valley ct 
the Yienne (Rte. 57). 

The approach to Saumur is marked 
by the number of windmillB on tke 
heights, below which stands the domed 
church of Notre Dame des Ardilliers. 
Beneath its cupola runs an inscriptioc 
celebrating the suppression of heresy 
throughout his dominions, and the ex* 
pulsion of its followers, by Louis XIY.; 
a subject rather of shame than of boast, 
on a spot which suffered in turn the 
massacre of St, Bartholomew, the atro- 
cities of the Dragonnades, and finally 
riiin from the revocation of the Edict 
of Nantes. 

The convent attached to this ch. is 
now the Hospice de la Providence, at- 
tended by Sisters of Chftt'ity : a por- 
tion of the patients, including the in- 
sane, are lodged in cells and vast dor- 
mitories in the cliff behind. 

In La Croix Yerte, a suburb of Sau- 
mur, at the extremity of the bridge 
opposite to the town, is situated the 

6 m. Saumur Stat. (Buffet). (Inr%s : 
H. d' Anjou ; H, Budan ; H. de Blois : 
both facing the river; H. de Londres; 
H. de France. A very pleasant light 
effervescing wine grown in the vicinity 
may be had here.- H. BelvM^, oa 
the quay.) 

This cheerful wlute tcwn of 13,^63 
Inhab. is one of the most picturesque 
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ou the Loii-e. Seen fiom the river or 

the bridge, its quaint Hotel de Ville, 

near the water-side, surmounted by a 

tent-like roof and pinnacled turrets, its 

chui-ch spires and towers, overhung by 

the castle behind, have a very pleasing 

^ effect. The town itself, however, is 

I dull, and it does not possess many 

^ objects of interest. There are two fine 

bridges across the Loire, each about 

' oOO yards long. 

On the quay which borders the river 
I stands a modem edifice which com- 
' bines theatre and market-house, and 
• the antique Hotel de Ville of the I6th 
[ cent., a square building of black and 
" white stone, with a peaked roof, a 
' cornice of trefoiled machicolations 
running under it, and turrets or barti- 
■ zans in its comers. It was anciently 
included in the fortifications, and 
joined the town walls, and, therefore, 
has few openings in the lower part. 
' The front towards the court-yard has 
not the same castellated character, but 
- is enriched with florid Gothic orna- 
ments, very elegant, and recently re- 
stored. It has been enlarged of late 
''^ years by the addition of an edifice in 
-the same style by a talented native 
w*chitect, M. Joly. The upper story 
is converted into a Museum, The part 
of its limited collection which will 
interest the traveller are the antiquities 
found in the department ; such as 
Homan vases, statues, spear-heads, 
axes, &c., of bronze ; .a complete set 
of Boman carpenter's tools, Roman 
weights, glass, cineiui^y urns (30 of 
them dug up in one spot), pottery, &c. 
But its chief curiosity is a Roman 
trumpet of hronze, 5 ft. long. Among 
the Celtic remains are several stone 
axes, dug from imder one of the 
Dolmens in the neighbourhood, and 
a knife of flint, from that in the Bois 
Berard. 

St. Pierre, the principal Ch., in the 
centre of the town, is disfigured by a 
modern Italian facade, and its massive 
bower is surmounted by a recent spire, 
tt is in the Pointed style. Its inte- 
tior, originally built without ables, 
in the Angevine fashion, has had side 
diapels added. 
More curious for its age and archi- 
IFrance, 1873.] 



tecture is the Ch. Autre Dame de 
Nantitly, on the outskii-ts of the town. 
The oldest pai'ts, the N. side, the 
nave, and £. apse, in the Norman style, 
although supposed to date from the 
5th or 6th, cannot be older than the 
11th cent. The S. aisle is an addition 
of the loth, nearly as wide as the 
nave itself; the pillars between are 
the old buttresses. The roof of the 
nave is slightly pointed, with plate- 
bands running across from pier to 
pier. In the S. aisle is the oratory of 
Louis XI. Against one of the piers 
is a bas-relief of St. John the Baptist 
preaching in the wilderness. The ch. 
is hung with antique tapestries, pro- 
bably of the 16th cent., productions 
of Flanders, if we may judge by the 
style of art. In one, representing the 
siege of Jerusalem, a soldier appears 
to be discharging an instmment like 
a matchlock, but all the others are 
armed with bows and arrows. In this 
ch. are buried Gilles Archbishop of 
Tyre, keeper of the seals to St. Louis, 
whose crozier is preserved here. 

The Castle, standing conspicuously 
on the top of the ridge which rises 
like a wall above the town (Sous-le- 
mur is a fanciful derivation of its 
name), is only worth visiting for the 
view, from its terraced bastions, over 
the valley of the Loire. The tall 
Donjon, circular below, octagonal above, 
and flanked by four turrets, now a 
magazine for powder and small-arms, is 
not shown to visitors. 

Duplessis Momay, the Protestant 
leader, was appointed governor by 
Henri IV., and under his prudent 
care Saumur became a stronghold of 
the Protestants, and a flourishing town 
of 25,000 Inhab. The revocation of 
the Edict of Nantes annihilated its 
prosperity, by expelling the indus- 
trious Huguenots, reducing its popu- 
lation to one-fourth. 

One of the greatest exploits of the 
Vendean army was the capture of 
Saumur (June 10, 1793) by storming 
the heights, on which the Republican 
army, 15,000 strong, had foimed an 
intrenched camp, defended by 100 
pieces of artillery. Henri de La- 
rochejacquelin forced the intrench- 
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mentR of the town from the side of 
the meadows of Varen, exciting his 
followers to the capture of a redoute 
by throwing his hat, conspicuous for 
its white plume, into the midst of the 
enemy, crying, "Qui va me le cher- 
cher V* — an appeal not lost upon his 
followers, especially when enforced by 
his own example in taking the lead. 
Foremost of nis band, with only 60 
of his men to back him, he burst his 
way into the town, clearing the streets 
as far as the bridge. Here, seizing 
two cannon, he turned them against 
the enemy, drove them across the 
river, and on the road towards Tours, 
thus separating them from the garri- 
son of the castle, which surrendered 
on the day following. The Vend^ans 
obtained this victory with a loss of 
only 60 killed and 100 wounded, and 
with a gain of 60 pieces of cannon, 
10,000 muskets, and 11,000 prisoners, 
who were released after having one 
side of their head shaved, a^d pro< 
mising not to serve against the Royal- 
ists—humane conditions, contrasting 
strongly with the atrocious system of 
massacring their prisoners, already 
adopted by the Republicans at the 
command of the Convention. 

Detached from the town, to the 
S.W., on the rt. hand on issuing 
out of the main street, is the Ecote 
de Cavalerie, for instruction in all 
branches suited to their profession: 
it can receive between 3000 and 4000 
subaltern officers, who are drafted 
hence into different regiments to in- 
struct their corps. There are large 
riding^schoolSf in which the various ex- 
ercises are performed. 

Some remains of the old fortifica- 
tions may be seen in the Rue du Petit 
Mail ; they consist of two feudal 
towers and a prison-house. In the 
quartier des Fonts^ the suburb which 
fills the island on which the bridge 
rests, is a house built by King Ren^, 
and called Maison de la Reine Cicile (de 
Sicile). Its once highly ornamented 
front, of the 15th cent., has been so 
deplorably defaced that it retains little 
interest. 

Within about 1^ m. of Saumur, 



on the S., stands the largest and best 
preserved Dolmen in France, the 
Dolmen of Bagneux (M. H.). It is a 
chamber composed of huge blocks 
of unhewn stone aet upright to form 
the walls, with others laid across 
them for a roof, in the manner of 
a house of cards. This rude cot 
measures 64 ft. in length, yet consists 
of only 14 stones, 4 on each of 
the sides and on the roof, one at the 
W. end, which is closed, another at 
the E., now thrown down, serving as 
a threshold to the present entrance, 
formed by bricking up the mouth. 
The largest block measures 24 ft. by 
21 ft., and 2f thick. The stones are 
set so close, that originally a man could 
not force his body between them. They 
are of the sandstone found in this dis- 
trict, but not near at hand. Among 
the adjoining vineyards stands an up- 
right stone, also of Celtic origin. Not 
} hour's drive from Saumur, on rt. of 
road to Pode in going to the lai'ger 
Dolmen, another pierre-coiwerte is 
passed, formed of only 6 stones, in 
the manner of Kits Coity House in 
Kent. The road to these Dmidic 
stones, on issuing out of Saumur, 
crosses the small river Thoue by a 
handsome new bridge of 3 segmental 
arches, called Pont Fouchard, thence 
by cross roads proceeds to the village 
of Bagneux, beyond which they are 
situated. 

The Abhaye de FonteTranlt is about 
IJ hr.'s drive by a road along the 
1. bank of the Loire, passing, but at 
some distance, the pretty town of 
Candes, where St. Martin of Tours 
breathed his last. It stands on the 
Vienne, just above its junction with the 
Loire. It has an interesting ch., of 
which the apsidal choir is of the 12th 
cent., and the nave of the 13th (1215). 
Its S. porch is repiarkable, though 
much mutilated ; 14 statues in trefoil- 
headed niches adorn the fa9ade, with 
smaller niches below them filled with 
heads. The porch itself is a vestibule 
supported by a light central column, in 
the manner of the chapter-houses ol 
English cathedrals. The W. end is 
flanked on either side by a machico- 
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lated buttress, and includes a circular 
•window, now closed. The tomb of 
St. Martin, with his effigy, is shown 
in this ch. The possession of his 
remains was warmly contested be- 
tween the inhabitants of Poitou and 
Touraine. 

A smsLll brook alone separates Oandes 
from MonUoreau, whose castle, now par- 
celled out among poor people, was the 
seat of that cruel Comte de Montsoreau 
who became the executioner of the Pro- 
testants of Anjon by carrying out the 
sanguinary decrees of Charles IX. 

3 m. up the little retired and wooded 
valley behind Montsoreau lies the town 
of Fontevrault {Inn: H. de la Croix 
Blanche), Pop. 3581, and the Albey 
cf FontecrauU, in ancient times one 
of the richest in France, where 150 
nuna and 70 monks submitted to the 
rule of an abbess, who was always 
a lady of high degree. This sin- 
gular establishment, which thus united 
members of both sexes, was founded 
by Robert d'Arbrissel, a Breton monk, 
in 1099 ; who by his powerful preach- 
ing converted and led after him a 
multitude of followers of both sexes, 
amountiDg to 3000, whom he at length 
settled here, in a sequestered forest, 
on the borders of Touraine and Anjou. 
In spite of the scope for scandal, the 
convent maintained its existence for 
9 centuries, down to the French Re- 
volution. It has a particular interest 
to Englishmen, from having been the 
burial-place of our earliest Plan tagenet 
xnonarchs. 

The Ahhaye is now converted into a 
prison (Maison Centrale de Deten- 
tion) ; one of the largest in Fitmce, 
covering 30 or 40 acres with its courts 
and ranges of building, occupied by 
1500 men and boys; the entrance is 
from the little Place close to the inn. 
It can be seen on application to the 
JMayor of the town or the Director of 
-tlie prison. Above the abbey build- 
ing rises a singular octagon, which was 
fjie ^Kitchen of the monastery,* 

* It is described in Tamer's ' Domestic Aralii- 
tectnre/ 



called la Tout' (fEvrault (M. H.) ; it 
dates from the 12th cent. It nearly 
resembles in form and construction 
the well-known Abbatial kitchen at 
Glastonbury. 

The Church (M. H.), approached by 
a covered way, from which one looks 
through loopholes into the priJBon- 
yards, is an interesting building of 
the 12th cent. It was consecrated 
by Calixtus II. in 1119, and is sup- 
posed to have been partly built by 
Foulques, 5th Comte d'Anjou, who 
made it the burying-place of his 
family, as it afterwards became that 
of Henry II., who, as descended from 
the Conqueror, became King of Eng- 
land, and first of our Plantagenet line 
of sovereigns. It is in the &rm of a 
Roman cross, the nave covered by 4 
domes without aisles, the transepts 
short, having 2 chapels ; the choir 
ending in an apse with 3 apsidal chapels. 
Its nave is now partitioned o£P, and, 
by the introduction of 2 floors, is con- 
verted into dormitories for the prison- 
ers. The JRm/al monuments have been 
removed to the S. transept, inclosed 
by bolts and bars and railings, and 
badly preserved, in a dark comer, mu- 
tilated and broken by the Vandals of 
the Revolution, who rifled the graves 
of their contents, and scattered the 
royal ashes to the winds. The royal 
effigies, in spite of the injuries they re- 
ceived, are interesting from their evi* 
dently being portraits; they retain still 
a little of the colouring with which they 
were ornamented. They consist of re- 
cumbent statues of Henry II. and Rich- 
ard Coeur-de-Lion, in their royal robes; 
the draperies of complicated execution* 
Richard is remarkable for his lofty 
stature (6^ ft.) and broad forehead; 
he wears moustache and a beard ; his 
hair is cut short. The two female 
effigies are in better preservation ; they 
represent Eleanore de Guienne, queen 
of Henry II., who brought him one- 
third of France, and who died here ; 
and Isabelle d'Angouleme, widow of 
King John, who ended her days as a 
nun at Fontevrault ; the last a statue 
of considerable beauty. All these 
figures^ except that of Eleanore, which 
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is in wood, ar& in B&ndstone of the 
country. The body of Henry II. was 
brought hither from the royal resi- 
dence at Ohinon, and laid in the Banc* 
tuary previously to interment. When 
lUchard, his undutiful son, ap- 
proached, the corpse is said to have 
shuddered convulsively, and to have 
sweated drops of blood, while he re 
mained in its presence; 'Hhe very 
corpse, as it were, abhorring and ac- 
cusing him of his unnatural conduct." 
The Cloisters and Chapter'house, a fine 
hall with old wall-paintings, are also 
presei^ved. At a. short distance &om 
the abbey is a sepulchral chapel, called 
La Lanteme des Moists, 

12 m. on the road to Farthenay 
(Rte. 60) is Montreuil-Bellay {Inn: 
H. Galerie), pop. 2054, having at the 
N.E, angle of the town a castle of 1 5th 
c«nt., well restored, and worth a visit, 
. Souze, a little below Montsoreau, 
contains a castellated mansion, behind 
which are vast excavations in the rock, 
which is pierced through and through 
like a rabbit warren to furnish dwellings 
for people of the poorer sort. 

Still lower down is the picturesque 
chateau of Dampierre, where Margaret 
of Anjou ended in misery a life of am- 
bition and sorrow, in a house granted 
to her by Louis XI., who had ran- 
somed her at the price of 50,000 
crowns from the hands of Edw. IV., 
after 5 years of imprisonment subse- 
qUent to the battle of Tewkesbiu'y. 

Anne Lefdvre, who became Madame 
Dacier, the learned translator of Homer, 
was bom afc Saumur» 1651. 

The whiteness of the houses about 
Saumur is remarkable, and arises from 
the pure colour of the stone, which, 
being readily cut, is formed into 
smooth^ nicely jointed masonry, and 
giitfe* even to humble cottages the 
SiS^iA. ; of villas. They add much to 
the plpasing character of the country, 
peeuiugiiftom amidst the luxuriant 
fqli^^ Acacia hedges, vines, and 
'vVnlnuirtrees, with orchards and rich 
cvpps of tfconiy cover this really beau- 
tiful, distiiot^ upon which all the 
bounties; of nature seem to have been 



The village of Tuffeau receives \\»- 
name from its quarries of loose lime- 
stone, worked into vast subterranean' 
catacombs, which have furnished build- 
ing materials for the surrounding dis-- 
triet. 

Treves is conspicuous owing to its* 
pretty high Gothic tower. It was builfc 
by Foulques d' Anjou, 1010, and given 
by Charles VII. to his Chancellor 
Robert-le-Ma9on, for saving his life at 
the capture of Paris by the Burgun- 
dians: it is cai'efuUy kept up by its 
present owner. Not far off is the Ch, of 
Cunanlt, attributed to King Da^obert, 
and, though not of his time, at least of 
great antiquity (11th to 13th cent.). 

Leaving Saumur, the rly., following 
the Loire, passes by 

5 m. St* Martin-sW'Lov'e Stat. 

5 m. Zes Hosiers Stat. 1. Nearly op- 
posite, the very ancient Ch. of Grenne* 
rises on the top of a hill : it is dedi- 
cated to St. Kusebius, and is said 
to have been used by the early Chris- 
tians. The ruined nave, of about the 
8th centy., is built of small stones, 
alternating with bands of tiles in the 
fashion of Roman masonry. The N. 
door is arched with bricks intermingled 
with stones, and in the wall above 
is a row of small semicircular arches. 
Gennes lies in a pretty situation, on 
a streamlet called Avort. 

3 m. La Menitre Stat. 

A wire bridge of 5 openings has beea 
constructed at 

3 m, St. Matliurin Stat., nearly op- 
posite to St. Maur. At DagueiuerCf a 
little lower, the Lecces de la Loire ter- 
minate, after running by the river-side 
from Blois, a distance of nearly 100 m. 

[On the opposite side of the Loire 
from St. Mathurin is St, Mattr, the vast 
conventual buildings of which deserve 
to be looked upon with respect as the 
retreat of those learned and laboiiou» 
Benedictine monks who, in the 17th 
cent., under the patronage of Riche- 
lieu, 1621, compiled those stores of 
learning and erudition, — ' L'Ai-t de 
verifier les Dates,'— the ' Gallia Chris- 
tiana,' — the Collection of French His- 
j;orians— the Monumental Antiquities, 
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&fl. "Works of general and permanent 
advantage to the world at large ; show- 
ing that the revenues of the Benedic- 
tines were not always spent in self- 
indulgence^ and that the members of 
that order did not uniformly slumber 
hi sloth and indolence." — Sir W, Scott 
Among the most eminent names whioh 
distinguished this society of learned 
monks were Felibien, Montfaucon, 
Taissette, Lobineau, and Mabillon.] 

Near this the railroad to Angers 
And Nantes turns away from the Loire, 
*o rejoin it about 20 m. lower down, 
jpBssmg by 

4 m. La Bohalle Stat. 

3 m. Trelaze Stat. Vast slate quar- 
ries. 

^ [On 1. of Tr^laz^, but upon the oat- 
riage-road, is the town of Les Pcnts de 
Ce, of 3557 Inhab., on the rt. bank of 
the Loire, here 2 m. wide, the river 
being split -into numerous channels by 
intervening islands. The two banl^ 
have been connected by 4 bridges of 
wood and stone, very inconvenient for 
boats passing under, and for the vehi- 
cles that traverse them. Fonts de C6 
is 4 m. from Angers; it has always 
formed an imporbant military position. 
It witnessed a sanguinary combat be- 
tween the royalists and republicans in 
1793. 

About 7 m. S.E. of Fonts de Cb 
is the town and Chateau de Brissac, 
seat of the ancient family of that 
name, consisting of a handsome Italian 
Tilla, between two older castellated 
round towers, of such solid construc- 
tion that it was found impossible to 
Temove them when the centre was 
"built ; they were in consequence amal- 
gamated with it. It is conspicuous 
for the red colonr of the stone. The 
general effect of its facade is stately 
And good, but the carvings have been 
mutilated. The ch&teau was ransacked 
and dismantled during the Vend^an 
war, and returned a mere shell to the 
Due de Brissac at the Restoration. It 
is still uninhabited.] 

4 m, Angprs Stat, (I^te, 46J, 



ROUTE 59. 

ANQEBS TO NANTES— THE LOIBE-^ 
RAILWAY. 

Angers l^fl. M.i\e$, 

La Possonniere .... 16 10 

Ingrandes. , , . . . 34 SI 

Varodes 42 26 

Ancenis 15 34 

Nantes 88 5» 

Express trains in 2 hours^ ordiniEuy 
in3f. 

Angers (Rte. 46). 

The rly. after leaving Angers crosses 
the Maine near 

5 m. La Pointe Stat., where are 
numerous villas and walled gardens of 
the citizens of Angers. 

Below the junction of the Maine 
the Loire is sensibly augmented in 
expanse and depth, and its banks 
attain a more considerable elevation 
than above, rising into hills, often 
in abrupt precipices from the water's 
edge. One of these heights, called 
La Coulee de Serrant, is clothed with 
vines, the growth of which is much 
esteemed. The Chdteau de Serrant, 
the mansion of Count Walsh, is one 
of the finest on the Loire, and is 
situated 3 m. from the river, between 
it and the road to Nantes. > Its gar- 
dens, park, and orangery are well 
kept up. In the chapel is a mar- 
ble monument by Coysevoix to the 
Marquis de Vaubrun, killed at the 
passage of the Rhine. The family of 
Walsh is of Irish origin, having emi- 
grated with James II. A portrait of 
the Pretender, still in their possession, 
was a gift troin him to their ancestor, 
who fitted out the vessel which con- 
veyed Charles Edward from Nantes to 
Scotland in 1745. 

The pretty wooded lie de Behuai'd 
contains a chapel oi Our "Lady, founded 
on a rock, whose uneven surfe.ce forms 
its floor, and projects upwards in a 
point 4 or 5 fb. high. It was for ages 
a place of pilgrimage, and was visited 
with superstitious veneration by Louis 
XL, whose faded portrait, a contem- 
porary work in fresco, remains on tlj^ 
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wall. Both he and his son lavished, on 
it considerable gifts. By accident it 
was forgotten at the Revolution, and 
remains undespoiled, retaining many 
ex-votoB, some church plate, &c. Its 
walls, still displaying the fleurs-de-lis 
and other coats of arms with which 
they were painted, are hung with the 
chains of Christian captives rescued 
from Algiers.] 

2 m. Les Forges Stat., opposite the 
influx of the Maine into the Loire. 

2 m. Za Possonniere Junct. Stat. 
(Bufiet), near which is the town of 
SaveniereSf the ch. of which is inter- 
esting, some parts of it probably as 
old as the 6th or 7th cent. ; the choir 
and apse of the 11th or 12th. 

The rly. to Cholet (36 m.) branches 
off here on I., crossing the Loire to 
Chalonnes (Rte. 61). 

4 m. St. George Stat., a picturesque 
town surmounted by the square tower 
of its castle. Near here is a small 
coalfieldf which has been worked to a 
considerable extent of late, though it 
produces an inferior quality of coal. 
This bed, extensively developed 
throughout the D^pt. de Maine et 
Loire, occurs at the bottom of the 
true coal formation, and is fit only 
for burning lime ; but that lime, 
being employed as manure, has con- 
verted much barren land into corn- 
fields, and this part of France, since 
1849, into a granary whose surplus 
contributes to supply Great Britain 
with wheat. At Chalonnes another 
suspension-bridge has been thrown 
over the Loire, connecting it with 
Savenieres. 

The eminence on the 1. bank, 
crowned with a modem-looking ruin, 
through whose numerous windows and 
roofless walls ~the sky appears, is Mont 
Jan; whose name, according to etymo- 
logists, has something to do with 
Janus, though they cannot exactly 
agree what the connection is. The 
ruins are those of a convent of Cor- 
deliers: it had been converted into a 
sort of state prison, of which the 
friars were the gaolers; it was burnt 
during the Vend^an war. 

5 m, Champtoce Stat., a village oppo- 
§ite Mox^t Jan, is surmounted by the 



imposing ruins of a feudal castle, cele- 
brated from the crimes of its owner 
in the reign of Charles VII., Gilles de 
Retz, a monster in human form, the 
bugbear of the surrounding country, 
called Barbe Bleu, and the original of 
our well-known Blue Beard. His 1^- 
toiy affords a remarkable instance of 
the superstitious of the 15th cent., 
and of the impunicy for his atrocities 
which a feudal seigneur enjoyed in 
that age. Having run through an eno^ 
mous fortune by extravagance, aod 
impaired his health by excesses in bis 
youth, this Sieur de Retz sought to 
renovate both by magic. He kept 
in his pay an Italian alchemist and 
magician, who induced him to be- 
lieve that a charm could be produced 
from the blood of infants, which would 
restore him to health and fortune br 
using it as a bath. For this end chil- 
dren and young persons were spirited 
away and murdered in the deep dun- 
geons of his castles or in the solitade 
of his forests, to the number, it is 
said, of more than 100 ; he, hiTn<wK, 
in most cases, plunging the poignard 
in their breasts. At length t^e whole 
country rose up against the monster; 
and his suzerain, Duke Jean V. of 
Brittany, having heard the chazges 
against him, caused him to be seized 
and tried: he was found guilty, con- 
demned, and burnt at the stake in 
Nantes in 1440, after making full con- 
fession of his misdeeds. The peasant 
still regards with horror the ill-omened 
walls and vaults in which the monsta 
raised the demon, and sold himself to 
Satan, according to the popular belief. 

3 m. Ingrandes Stat., a long line of 
houses raised upon a terraced wbU 
stretching along the river, is on the 
boundary of ancient Brittany and 
Anjou, the modem D^partements of 
La Loire Inf^rieure and Maine et 
Loire. The name was originally *' In- 
greesus Andii^m," the entrance of iiif 
country of the Andes, i.e, the Ange- 
vines. 

At Montrelais are extensive coal- 
mines, some of the pits extending 
under the river. The coal, of inferior 
quality, is us^d Qhiefl^ for bur^in^ 
lime^ 



Sect. III. 



Boufe 59.— TAe Loire — St Florent 



223 



5 m. Vcu^ades Stat., opposite which are 
[The heights of St, Florent^ marked 
by two piles of building ; the vast but 
not picturesque ruins of the Abbey of 
Montglonne, whose foundation has been 
traced to Charlemagne, and which was 
burnt down by the Republicans in the 
Vend^an war ; and a little below it the 
chni'ch of St. Florent, surmounted by 
a modem-looking tower, by the side 
of which rises a Fillar to the memory 
of the Vend^an general, Bonchamps. 
Woimded mortally in the fatal fray 
of Chollet, he was brought hither 
by the routed Vend^ans. He closed 
Im career with an act of mercy in 
saving the lives of 4000 Republican 
prisoners, who had been taken and 
shut up in the church, and against 
whom the irritated Yendeans were 
ah'eady pointing their cannon, worked 
up to madness by defeat, by the mor- 
tal wound of their general, and by 
teiTor for their wives and families. 
The commands and entreaties of the 
dying hero, and nearly the last words 
he uttered — " Grftce aux prisonniers " 
—had the effect of preventing their 
militaiy execution, when nothing else 
could have rescued them. Bonchamps 
expii^ in the island of Meill^raye. 
on the opposite side of the Loire, but 
is interreii in the ch. of St. Florent, 
where a monument in marble by David 
d' Angers has been erected to his 
memory. St. Florent was the scene 
of the most memorable event in the 
war of La Vendee, which all who have 
read Madame Larochejacquelin's Me- 
moirs will remember — the passage of 
the Loire by the Vendean army after 
their rout at Chollet, 1793. They 
reached the narrow strip of level 
ground at the base of the semicircle 
of heights on the 1. bank, in number 
nearly 100,000, half of them unarmed, 
old men, women, and children; the 
enemy pressing on in the rear, the 
country behind smoking with the con- 
flagration of their homes by. the Re- 
publicans, who, to use their own words, 
"left behind nothing but ashes and 
piles of dead." The tumult of such a 
multitude crowding down to the 25 
fimall barks which alone could be mus- 
tere4 to ferry then; oyer, the cries 



of children seeking pai*ents or rela- 
tions, the groans of the wounded, the 
alarm caused by the enemy, formed a 
scene of pain, confusion, and despair, 
which Madame de Larochejacquelin 
compares with the awful spectacle that 
the world must behold at the Day 
of Judgment. The wliole multitude, 
however, were transported across in 
safety before the arrival of the enemy, 
whose advanced posts reached the liver 
the day after.] 

4 m. Anctz Stat. 

4 m. Ancenis Stat. (Inn . H. de 
France J small, but comfoi*table), 4148 
luhab. Here a suspension-bridge t sup- 
ported by wire stays, of 5 openings, 
crosses the Loii*e, more than 1300 ft. 
long, leading to La Vendue. There 
are remains of a castle of the Dues 
de Bethune at the water-side, above 
the bridge, now reduced to a few 
ruined walls and towers. The large 
barracks have been formed out of a 
suppressed convent of Ursuline nuns. 

Near this . a remnant of the Ven- 
dean host, which had crossed at Ya- 
rades, endeavoured to recross a few 
weeks after, shattered by the recent 
defeat at Le Mans. Larochejacquelin, 
on this occasion, volunteered to pass 
the river in the only boat which could 
be found on the 1. bank, to bring 
over some hay-barges moored on the 
opposite shore; but while so engaged 
he was attacked by the enemy and 
driven into the woods. A gunboat of 
the enemy sunk the barges destined to 
transport his followers, and thus cut off 
all communication between them and 
their general. 

On the top of a hill covered with 
brushwood on the 1. bank of the Loire 
stand the niius of the castle of Champ- 
toceauXf in which Jean de Montfort 
was kept a prisoner by Marguerite 
de Clisson ; and at the foot of the 
hill a bridge or pier of 2 arches pro- 
jects into tlie river, designed by the 
owner of the fort above to facilitate the 
levying of toll on the vessels which 
passed. 

6 m. Oudon Stat. The tall black 
octagonal tower, 5 storeys high, sur- 
mounted by machicolations, overlooks 
th^ flat Im^ «m4 ft series of isl^^dg 
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which here intersect the river. It was 
built probably in the 13th cent. 

After passing a group of pseudo- 
castellated modem constructions, 
worthy of a tea-garden, and called 
after their founder, a citizen of Nantes, 
Les Folies Sififait> we reach the 

2 m. Clermont-sur-Loire Stat., the 
Castle, on the top of an abrupt and 
lofty escarpment, forming one of the 
picturesque scenes on the Loire. 

La Seilleraie, at a little distance from 
the river, was several times visited by 
Kadame de Sdvign^, who dates some 
of her letters from it. Its gardens 
were laid out by Le Ndtre. The apart- 
ment and porti^t of Mad. de S^vign^ 
are preserved; the mansion contains 
other portraits by Mignard, Le Brun, &c. 

4 m. Mawes Stat., on a monotonous 
plain, out of the midst of which, in 
the distance, the towers of the cathe- 
dral of Nantes may be seen. 

3 m. Thouars Stat. 
2 m. St, Luce Stat. 

4 m. Nantes Junct. Stat. (Buffet) 
(Rte. 46) is at the E. end of the city, 
near the old castle and the Loire. 
Omnibuses and fiacres in abundance. 
The Terminus is a large and hand- 
some building. There is a second Stat, 
for passengers going farther W., on 
the Quay, near the Bourse, 



KOUTE 60. 

NANTES TO POITIERS, BY CLISSON. 



Nantes to Clisson, Itail, 
„ Torfou 
M Mortiigne 
, Chatillon 
„ Bressulre 
„ I'arthenay 

Ayron . 

Poitiers . 



M 

n 



Kil. 

24 

38 

53 

11 

93 

124 

139 

164 



Miles. 

15 
24 
33 
43 
57 
77 
86 
109 



This route is now seldom taken, as 
Poitiers can be reached much more 
expeditiously, although making a con- 
siderable detour, by rly. to Tours, 
and thence to Poitiers. Rly. from 
Nantes to Clisson by the line to Napo- 1 
J^on Yende'e. The road be^oijcj Clis- 1 



son offbrs mediocre interest, although 
it traverses sites rendered oelebi*ated 
during the Vendeau war. 

On leaving Nantes the rly. crosses 
the Loire, following the valley of the 
S5vi'e Nantaise by 

10 m. Xe Falkt Stat. 

The village Le Pallet is celebrated 
as the birthplace of Abelard ; the 
crumbling brier-gi^own foundations of 
a square tower on a hillock above the 
stream of the Sangu^ze are called the 
remains of the house of his father 
B^rauger. Hither he brought Kloise, 
and here she bore him a son, 

5 m. Clisson Stat. {Inns: H. Poste, 
beyond the bridge, fine view; H. de 
France.) Pop. 2830. 

This small town is celebrated for its 
very romantic situation on the S^vre, 
over one side of which towers the old 
Castle, The scene lias a somewhat 
Italian character, the houses having 
been all built imder the influence of 
Cacault (who had resided at Rome as 
French Envoy) and in the Italian style. 
The town was destroyed during the 
Vendean war, and utterly abandoned 
for some yeai*3, until the brothers 
Cacault rebuilt it. Remains of the 
former houses in the shape of moulder- 
ing walls are abundant. A handsome 
Bi'idge of 12 arches, 54 ft. high in the 
centre, rising on very lofty double 
piers, now spans the valley, carrying 
the road across, without descending 
the very steep slope which leads to the 
river. The perspective of the interior 
of the bridge from below, through its 
piers, forms a vista like that of a ca- 
thedral. There are now some large 
mills in the valley of the S^vre, which 
take away from the beauty, but no 
doubt add to the prosperity^ of the 
town. 

The Castle of Clisson, the cradle of 
that noble family from which spitmg 
the famous Olivier de Clisson, the suc- 
cessful antagonist of the English in the 
wars of the 14th cent., stands on the 
1. bank of the river. It is based on 
the rock, or, where that was wanting 
to furnish a foundation, huge sustain- 
ing walls have been raised from the 
bottom of the valley, on a line with 
tl^e jiatural a^carpnient, to support its 
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towers and bastions. Where not pro- 
tected by an escarpment, it was sur- 
rounded by a fosse. On the 1. of the 
grass-grown courtyard, after entering 
by the gateway of the Tour des 
Pdlerins, so called from a crusader 
Clisson, who built it after his return 
from Palestine, is a vast pile separated 
by ditches from the rest, entered 
by several gates in succession, and 
containing the great hall, the tall don- 
jon, of which one side only remains, 
and the kitchen, with its wide fire- 
place. From some of the windows a 
fine view is obtained over the two val- 
leys of the Maine and S^vre. All this 
-part of the building is in a state of 
complete ruin. Before 1793 the castle 
belonged to the family of Rohan-Sou- 
bise, and had fallen into neglect, 
but its destruction was completed by 
the Bepublican army in that year. 
When the town was set on fire and 
destroyed by them, a number of its 
unfortunate inhabitants, chiefly old 
men, women, and children, sought re- 
fuse within the castle walls, and re- 
mained in its gloomy vaults and dun- 
geons, whither they had conveyed 
some of their cattle, for a little time 
unnoticed. But no sooner was their 
retreat discovered by the army of Kle- 
ber, than they were dragged from their 
hiding-places and hurled alive into a 
deep well in the second court, now 
closed up, and marked by a cypress 
planted near it. For many hours ilie 
feeble and half-stifled cries of these un- 
fortimate creatures were heard issuing 
from its depths, before they perished. 
The number thus destroyed is variously 
stated from 30 to 405; the latter, it is 
to be feared, is nearest the truth. The 
story of the well of Clisson is one of 
the blackest spots in the history of the 
civil war. In the old part of the castle 
are shown the feudal prisons, one for 
men and one for women; gloomy 
-vaults with iron hooks in the arch 
aboTe, said to have been used for hang'> 
ing the prisoners. The castle was 
formerly of great extent, but % part 
lias been removed to make room for 
•the road into La Yend^. 

The pretty grounds of La Oarenne, 
once highly extolled, perhaps too 



highly, as "a show-place," are in- 
debted for the beauty which they 
possess to the stream of the S^vre, 
which flows past them, to the fan- 
tastic rocks piled one above another 
near its margin, and to the fine trees 
dipping theh* branches in its waters, 
alternating with rich flat meadow land, 
which here gives variety to the valley, 
and to the glimpses of the old castle. 
Winding walks are carried through the 
park, decorated at intervals with mo- 
numents and statues, a -temple of 
Vesta, a grotto called after Helo'ise, 
and a Roman milestone of the age of 
the Antonines found on the road to 
Poitiers. The Garenne owes its em- 
bellishment to the brothers Cacault, 
who deposited their collection of paint- 
ings here, now removed to the museum 
at Nantes, and to M. Lemot, a sculp- 
tor; successively its owners, who began 
the unfinished mansion on the height. 

The Villa Valentin is part of a 
convent now modernised : the grounds, 
which are shown, are pretty. Close to 
it is the Ch.j a very ancient building. 

On leaving Clisson the road passes 
over the hill on which is the little 
Chapelle de toute JoiCf so called by a 
lord of Clisson who received on this 
spot the joyful news of the birth of a 
son, and built it in consequence. 

The road from Clisson to Poitiers 
is pact of a network of lines of com- 
munication formed to facilitate not 
only commercial intercourse, but the 
passage of troops. These, with the two 
lines of railway, have contributed more 
than anything else to alter the pri- 
mitive state of society in this part 
of France. Clisson is on the margin 
of La Vendue, which begins on the 
1. bank of the S^vre; but our road, 
running parallel with the river, skirts, 
but does not enter it. (See Introd. to 
Sect. III.) 

9 m. Torfou, a village almost exclu- 
sively composed of new houses, the old 
having been destroyed in the civil war. 
One of the greatest victories of the 
Yend^an peasantry was gained on 
Sept. 19, 1793, near this over a Re-' 
publican army superior in numbers by 
10,000 men, — veterans and reputed 
the best soldiers in France, and com- 

L 3 
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manded by Kleber. A pillar set up 
on the road, about a mile beyond Tor- 
fou, at the junction of four highways, 
marks the battle-field. Its four sides 
bear the names of Charette, D'Elb^, 
Lescure, and Bonchamps, the V end^an 
leadera who took part in it. The day 
would have been lost for the cause of 
the Royalists, soon after the action 
began, had not Lescure rallied around 
him 1700 peasants of the village of 
Echanbrognes, who stood the brunt 
of the assault for two hours, until the 
division of Bonchamps came up. 

[About 4 m. from Torfou by the 
post-road, passing the column (where 
turn to rt.), is the Castle of Tiffauges, 
an extensive ruin on a table-land ))e- 
tween the S^vre and a small rivulet 
(la Grume). The donjon stood on the 
rocky height overlooking and com- 
manding the gap through which the 
road to Les Herbiers is carried. The 
inner courts, now separated merely by 
a few ruined walls, are converted into 
corn-fields; but behind two cottageB> 
in the midst of them, runs a pile 
of building skirting the brow of the 
cliff, originally occupied by the seig- 
neur, more peHect than any other part. 
The most picturesque bit is a round 
tower projecting over the rivulet, con- 
taining a vaulted apartment and a 
spiral stair, probably of the 16th cent. 
Bound the top rims a covered gallery, 
resting on the corbels of the machico- 
lations. These chambers now serve 
as storerooms for farm produce; the 
inner wall is prettily draped with 
vines. By a little postern there is a 
path descending into the valley of the 
Orume. This castle is said to have 
been one of the residences of the 
notorious GiUes de Ketz, the Blue- 
beard of the Loire (Bte. 59) ; it was 
dismantled by Oatd. Richelieu. A 
cotton-mill has been built under the 
castle. There is no inn.] 

[Near St. Aubin is liarochejacque- 
lin 8 castle La DuriteUiere, now deserted, 
having been burned by the Republicans. 
Henri de la Lafochejacquelin was bom 
here 1772. He and his brother Louis, 
and their friend Henri de Lescure, are 
buried in the Ch. of St, Aubin>, where 
a marble monument bears medallion 



portraits of them, and is ornamented 
by 3 graceful statues, the work of 
Ranch and Tieck, the gift of an asso- 
ciation of Prussian officers.] 

9 m. Mortagne, on the S^vre, was 
burnt down, like Torfou, in the Yen- 
d^an war, and has been since rebuilt. 
It was long the headquarters of the 
Royalist army. [At Cholet, 8 m. N.£. 
of this, a manufacturing town of 13,360 
Inhab., entirely rebuilt suice its de- 
struction in the civil war, two actions 
were fought in 1793 ; in the first of 
which the Vend^ans lost one of their 
bravest leaders, M. Lescuse, who vraa 
shot through the head, and in the 
second suffered a more fatal defeat, 
which, in fact, decided the war, and 
drove them across the Loire (see Rte. 
59). Before this battle began, on the 
I3th of October, 1793. the whole Ven- 
d^an army heard mass by torchlight, 
performed by the cur^ of this paiish. 
On the first attack, the peasants, who 
here, for the first time, marched in 
close column, succeeded in driving 
back the enemy, and a party, headed 
by Larochisjacquelin and Stofflet, even 
captured a park of artillery ; but a 
charge of the Republican cavsdry, and 
an attack from the garrison of Mayenne, 
the so-called "invincibles," turned the 
scale; the Vend^ans were utterly 
routed, and their best general, the 
brave Bonchamps, was carried off the 
field mortally wounded. 

At a short distance from Kouaill^, 
on the road fi*om Cholet to Saumur, 
a third leader of the Vend^ans, Henri 
Laroohejacquelin, fell, March 4, 1793. 
For a long time after the wreck of the 
Royalist cause, he had carried on a 
successful partisan warfare, issuing cat 
from the fastnesses of the Forest of 
y ezins at the head of a few determined 
followers, and spreading dismay among 
the Republican outposts. He was shot 
by a grenadier, while in the act of 
offering him quarter. At his death 
the Convention could, for the first 
time, with truth, proclaim that La 
Yend^ had ceased to exist. An apple- 
tree is pointed out as marking the 
spot where he fell.] 

4 m. beyond Mortagne, at St. Lau- 
rent, our road quits the valley of the 
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Sevre, to ascend the high ground of 
La Vendue, on which stands 

10 m. Gfidtillori'Sur-'Seore, destroyed 
alao, except three houses^ in the civil 
war, now rebuilt. It was called Mau- 
l^ndownto 1737. At the windmill, 
S. of the town, the peasants surprised 
and defeated Gen. Westerman at the 
head of 10,000 men. 

14 m. Bresmire Juncfc.Stat. (Pop. 2820) 

{Inn : H. de France), a new town also, 

built on the site of one ruined by the 

Bame disastrous war. The ch. has a tall 

spire. 5 m. off is GlissCf once a seat 

of the Lescures, now of the Laroche- 

jqfquelins. A modem chateau replaces 

that burned down by the troops of 

the Republic under Westerman. The 

small Gothic chapel alone is old. 

Rly. N. to La Fossonniere (Rte, 59) 
— S. to Ntort (Rte. 61)— W. to La Roche 
mr Yon (Rte. 62) — in progress E. to 
Tours by Chinon— S.E. to Poitiers 
by Parthenay. 

We now reach the verge of the 
BocGffe, the most primitive part of La 
Vendue. 

20 m, Parthenat/ (Inn : H. des Trois 
Piliere), a town of 4844 Inhab., 
though carried by storm by the Re- 
publican forces under Westerman, 
escaped destruction, smd retains some 
fragments of antiquity, in the ruins of 
its Castie, the Gate St. Jacques (M.H.), 
and the Ch, of St. Law^ent, Ch, of Ste. 
Croix (M.H.), and a fine portal of Ch, 
of N:D. de la Coudre, are all excellent 
works of the 12th cent. The town 
stands on the rt. bank of the Thoue, 
a tributary of the Loire, in a hilly 
district. About 2 m. S.W. , at Parthenay 
le vieux, is a curious Romanesque Ch. 
(M.H.), given, in 1092, to the Abbey 
de la Chaise Dieu by the Seigneur of 
Parthenay. Our road enters Poitou 
before reachingthe hamlet of (7Aa/an(/rr^, 
5 m. before 
16 m. Ayron. 
16 m. Poitiers. (Rte. 64.) 



ROUTE 61. 

ANGERS TO NIORT. — (RAIL.) 

Angers Kll. Miles. 

La Possonni^re .... 16 10 

Chalonnes 22 13 

Cliemille 37 23 

Cholet 69 37 

Bressuire 106 66 

St Pompaia 162 105 

Niort 183 114 

This line passes through the heart 
of La Vendde and the Bocage, and 
completes the continuous line of rly. 
communication between Caen, Cher- 
bourg, and Brest, with Bordeaux and 
the Pyrenees, avoiding the long dd- 
tours by Tours and Pax'is. 

The first part of the line, as far as 

10 m. La Fossonniere Junct. Stat, on 

the rly. from Angers to Nantes, is 

described in Rte. 59 ; here the rly. 

crosses the Loire and enters La Vendee. 

3 m. Chaionnes Stat., a town of 6505 
Inhab. 

5 m. Za Jumelliere Stat. 

4 m. ChemiUe Stat., a town of 4414 
Inhab. 

7 m. Trementines Stat. 

6 m. Cholet Stat, (see Rte. 60). Public 
conveyances to Mortagne (6 m.). 

12 m. Chdtillon Stat, (see Rte. 60). 
An excellent road leads from this to 
Argenton, Thouara, and Saumur, 
through a fine hilly country. 

fT/iouars (2569 Inhab.) is beauti- 
fufly situated on a hill, with the river 
Thouet running round it at a very 
considerable depth, so as to give it the 
appearance of an island. Here is a 
very fine old chateau^ which belonged 
to the family of La Tremouille. It was 
sold at the Revolution, and was to 
have been pulled down, but the town 
authorities pui*cha8ed it ; it is now the 
Maine. Here is also an old Romanesque 
church, the front handsomely decorated 
with images of saints, but they are all 
mutilated.! 

14 m. Bressuire Junct. Stat, (see 
Rte. 60). 

51 m. Niort Junct. Stat. (Buffet), on 
the Poitiers to RochelleRly. (Rte. 66). 
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The country in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of Niort is very picturesque 
and rich, growing vines which produce 
a fine vin ordinaire. The adjacent plain 
is famed for its breed of mules. 



ROUTE 62. 

NANTES TO LA ROCHE SUB YOX, LA 
ROCHELLE, AND ROGHEFORT. 



Nantes to 

Glisaon 

La BocLe sar Yon Janet. 

Lu^!oii 

Marans ..... 



KiL Miles. 
24 15 

n 48 

114 71 
157 96 



I^Kochelle IBl 113 

Rochefort 216 155 

Railroad completed by La Roche mr 
Yon (Napoleon Vendue) to Sables 
d'Olonne : after crossing the Loire the 
line makes a considerable detour to 
follow the valley of the S^vre, passing 
by Veiiout, Le Pallet, and Clisson (see 
lite. 60). 

A little beyond this the rly. enters 
the department of la Vendee, and 
thenceibrth traverses the district which 
was the theatre of the civil war of 
1792-93. 

7 m. Montaigu Stat., prettily situated 
on a height above a stream called the 
Maine, has fallen from the condition of 
a town to a village since the war, when 
two-thirds of its houses were burned, 
and a large part of its inhabitants mas- 
sacred. The terrace of the chateau, 
now uninhabited, commands a good 
view. 

After crossing the Maine, a wild, 
open, heathy country succeeds, covered 
with furze, broom, producing only a 
little barley and buckwheat, as far as 

6 m. Herbergcment Stat. 

10 m. Belleville' Vendee Stat. 

8 m. La Boohe but Ton (Napoleon 
Vendue) JMUCt. Stat. (Buffet) (/hrw; H. des 
Voyageurs; H. del* Europe — ^both com- 
fortless), a town of right-angled streets 
and fresh-looking houses, founded by 
Napoleon in the centre of the rebel- 
lious province La Vend^, first called 
Napoleon- Vendee, altered under the 
Restoration to Bourbon -Vendue, is 
now the chief town of the D^pt. La 



Boohe-8ur-Yon, an ancient appanage 
of the Bourbons, occupied nearly the 
same site, and, united with it, forma 
a suburb. It has 8710 Inhab. Desti* 
tute of comm^erce or manufactures, in a 
situation deficient in any advantages re- 
quired to render a town flourishing, in 
the midst of a district of barren open 
heath, it is about the dullest town in 
France, " It is exactly what one might 
expect it would be from the hasty and 
arbitrary manner of its creation. A 
huge oblong ' Place ' forms the centre 
and principal part of it. From the 
sides and comers of this 8 or 10 streets 
branch off at right angles. The build- 
ings which compose this square are 
almost all public edifices, each looking 
more mesquin and meagre than the 
other, and all having the appearance of 
being stretched out at the least pos- 
sible expense to the greatest poBsible 
extent of front, for the purpose of 
making them go as far as possible to- 
wards the composition of the proposed 
town. A tlieatre, on the steps of vtrhose 
portico the grass was growing, forms 
part of one side. A huge Ilotel de 
Ville, which seems deserted and shut 
up, stands opposite to a great bam of 
a church, A prefecture, a court-house, 
a mairie, and enormous barracks, sur- 
rounding a court in which a dozen 
regiments might manoeuvre at once, 
occupy the most of the remaining 
space. The barracks have been con- 
structed so much in haste and with so 
little solidity that they are already 
beginning to fall to ruins — new ruins, 
the most unsightly spectacle. They are 
deserted, and apparently abandoned to 
their fate." — Trolhpe, W. France, 

My. 54 m. to Bressuire (Rte. 60) 
by Chantonnay. 

Conveyances go to Saumur, by Les 
Herbiers, Mortagne, and Cholet. 

[About 4 m. to the W. (2 of them 
only fit for the pedestrian) are the 
ruins of the Abbaye de Fontanelles; a 
Gothic chapel remains in excellent pre- 
servationj 

From La Roche sur Yon the rly. 
continues — 

6 m. Les Clouzeaux Stat. 

7 m. Za Mot he Achard Stat. 
6 m. Ohnne Stat. 
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4 m. Lm Sables d*Olonne Stat. {Inn: 
H. de France^ fair, and civil people), 
22 m. S.W. of Napoleon Vende'e, 
on the sea, is a town of some 
interest (Pop. 7352) curiously placed 
on a narrow sand*ledge, at the margin 
of a hay forming a large crescent. 
The sands are smooth and exten- 
sive. A fleet of fishing-vessels may 
be seen at times entering the 
roads, sweeping from the sea into a 
deep narrow channel between two 
piers, and so entering the large har- 
bour at the back of the town. There 
are two peculiarities in the female 
costume here, — a small bell-shaped 
laced cap, and an enormous blue hood 
of cloth-shreds or wool, giving to the 
upper part of their persons the form of 
a bee-hive. 

8 m. E. of Sables is the village of 
Talmont, with a very picturesque 
feudal castle.] 

Returning to La Roche sur Ton, the 
railway to La Rocl^elle passes at first 
through the same dreary, unenclosed 
heathland to 

23 m. Lugon Stat., a dull town of 
6003 Inhab., in a situation which is 
unhealthy on account of its vicinity 
to the marshes : it is connected with 
the sea by a canal. Lu9on was the 
episcopal see of Cardinal Richelieu, into 
which he, though bred up for a soldier, 
ivas inducted at the age of 22. Its 
Gothic cathedral, surmounted by a tall 
spire of open-work, is the principal 
building. 

[15 m. E. of Lu9on is Fontenay le 
Comte (Itirnsi H. de France; H. du 
Chapeau Rouge), a handsome town 
of 8062 Inhab., on the Vendue, from 
-which the province takes its name, in 
a narrow plain separating the Socage 
from the Marais de la Vendue. In the 
heart of the old town rises the Ch, of 
Jfotre J}ame, a very good Gothic edifice, 
with a rich portal, surmounted by an 
elegant spire of open work. 

In the Ch, of St, Nicolas was buried 
in 1590 the Cardinal de Bourbon. 

The H6tel de la TrernouiUe, built in 
1563, contains a grand hall, with a 



carved chimney-piece in the Renais- 
sance style.] 

The rly. now lies across a district 
which may be called the Fens of 
France, a series of marshy flats, 
traversed by numerous rivers, the 
chief of which are the Vend^ and 
Sevre Niortaise ; it is intersected also 
in all directions by canals, and, not- 
withstanding the drainage eJBected by 
them, is unhealthy from malaria. The 
S. boundary of La Vendue and the 
stream of the Sevre Niortaise are 
crossed shortly before reaching 

26 m. Marans Stat., a town of 4534 
Inhab., on the Sevre, rendered navi- 
gable to Fontenay and Niort, and 9 m. 
from the sea, by which it exports corn 
and flour from La Vendee and Niort. 

After this the marshes of La Vende'e 
terminate, and the marly lands of the 
Pays d'Aunis begin. 

A picturesque group of towers and 
spires, visible from a considerable dis- 
tance, announces the approach to 

15 m. La Rochelle (see Rte. 66). The 
rly. to Rochefort, 16 m., traverses an 
uninteresting tract of flat and marshy 
land, to 

11m. Aigrefeuille Junct. Stat. Here 
the line from Poitiers and Niort to La 
Roohelle joins (Rte. 66). 

5 m. Rochefort (see Rte. 66). 

Diligence twice daily, in 4 hrs. (5 f. 
50 c.) to 26 m. Boyan, at the mouth 
of the Qironde (see Rte. 74), whence 
Steamers to Bordeaux, or Diligence to 
23 m. Samtes Stat. (Rte. 63). The 
road to Royan traverses an uninterest- 
ing flat, only redeemed by drainage 
from the state of a pestilential marsh 
called Les Marennes. 
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ROUTE 63. 

BOCHEFORT TO ANGOCLEME, BY 8A1NTE8 
AND COGNAC— CHARENTE RAILWAY. 

Rochcfort to KiL Miles. 

Tonnay-Charente ... 7 4 

Taillebourg 35 22 

Saintes Junct. .... 45 28 

Gofga&c 71 44 

Jamac 85 53 

Chateauoeuf 107 66 

Angouldme 112 76 

[A Steamer ascends the Charente to 
Saintes (35 m.) every morning, return- 
ing in the aftei^oon: the voyage takes 
4 hours. The voyage up the Charente 
is agreeable, though somewhat mono- 
tonous, from the windings of the river 
and the unvaried nature of the green 
flat pasture-lands on its banks. Near 
to Saintes it passes the ruined Castle 
of liiillebourg, on an isolated rock, near 
which St. Louis defeated the English 
in 1242.] 

Railway between Rochefort and An- 
gouleme presents the most convenient 
mode of performing the remainder of 
our route. 

Those who travel by land from 
Kochefort to Bordeaux cross the Cha- 
rente by a magnificent suspension- 
bridge, in the place of the old ferry, 
close under the town of Tonnay- 
Oharente, which Louis XIV. had fixed 
upon for the site of his dockyard, a 
design which was defeated by the 
enoniious demands of its owners for 
the purchase of the land. The 
Gothic Castle, having a park and gar- 
dens attached to it, is the ancient seat 
of the family of Mortemart. A gi*eat 
quantity of brandy is exported from 
this, almost all the vineyards on the 
bonks of the Charente being cultivated 
for the manufacture of spirits (see 
next page). 

7 m. Bords Stat. 

6 m. St. Savinien Stat. 

4 m. Taillebourg Stat., ruins of castle. 

4 m. Tonnai/'Cfiarente Stat. 

6 m. Saintes Junct. Stat. (Inn: H. 
des Messageries) — 11,570 Inhab., — 
foimerly capital of the province Saint- 



I onge :. it betrays in its name the anti- 
quity of its origin. Mediolanum San- 
tonum waa chief city of the SantoneSf 
and of the province of Aquitaine, and 
has many traces to show its import- 
ance under Roman rule. 

The principal and best preserved 
ancient monument is the double Boman 
Inumphal Arch which formerly 8too4 
upon the old bridge over the Charente, 
serving as one of the principal en- 
trances to the town, constructed of 
a coarse limestone, much injured 
by the weather. It is a heavy mass 
of masonry, pierced by two arches, 
and destitute of all architectural 
beauty, 88 ft. high. Five inscriptions 
upon it, half effaced, record that it 
was raised in the reign of Kero to 
the memory of Germanicus, of Ti- 
berius his uncle, and of Druaus lus 
father, by Caius Julius Rufus, priest 
of Roma and Augustus. It waa saved 
from destruction in 1665 by Blondel 
the architect, who at that time rebuilt 
the bridge. The old bridge, standing 
on piers of Roman work, was unneces- 
sarily pulled down 1844, and the arch 
which stood upon the second pier from 
the shore removed, but the separate 
stones were marked, and carefully re- 
built where they now stand. It is 
said to have been erected originally 
on dry land, and that the river has 
since altered its bed, and isolated the 
arch. 

There are considerable remains of a 
Roman Amphitheatre^ near St. Eutrope, 
in the faubourg. Though nearly equal 
in size to that of Nismes, it is very in- 
ferior in an architectural point of view, 
being built of small stones squared, and 
destitute of ornament : it is now re- 
duced to a few fitictured vaults and 
ai'ches. The oval of the arena mea- 
sures 70 ft. in its greatest length, and 
57 ft. in width. The dens destined 
for the wild beasts still remain, and 
there are fragments of an aqueduct, 
intended, it is supposed, to convert 
the arena into a naumachia. Many an- 
tique fragments, capitals,, inscriptions, 
sarcophagi, &c.y are preserved in the 
garden of the sous-prefecture. 

The Ch, of St. Eutrope, of which the 
Romanesque choir and transepts alone 
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remain, is chiefly of 12th cent., with 
tower and spire of 15th. Remains of 
the nave may be seen on the W. Most 
remarkable of all is the tmderground 
ch.t one of the largest in France, date 
late in ilth or early in 12th cent. In 
the E. end is the tomb of St. E., partly 
hidden by the altar, supposed to be 
as old as the 4th or 5th cent. Obs, 
a large circular font of 11th cent, in 
the porch, and the beautiful Roman- 
esque work outside the N. wall of the 
church. 

The detached tower of the Cathedral 
of the 15th cent., conspicuous by its 
pinnacle, has been fine, but has lost its 
spire. The interior of the ch. is late 
and poor, but the transepts retain their 
ancient domes. There is an early 
pointed cloister. This ch. occupies the 
site of one built by Charlemagne in ful- 
filment of the vow of his father Pepin, 
after defeating on this spot Gaiffre Due 
of Aqiiitaine. The portal is ancient. 

The Church of St. Marie, in the Fau- 
bourg des Dames, now in a barrack yard, 
not long since used as stables, is well 
woi*th visiting. It is of the 11th and 
12th cent. The W. end and the steeple 
at the crossing, its cupola covered with 
reversed scales (end of 11th cent.), 
are both richly omafnented with sculp- 
ture. Close to the barrack gate is the 
pretty little Romanesque Ch, of St. 

The public Librar)/ contains ¥4n4- 
lon's Bible, with his MS. annotations. 

Saintes is the country of Bernard 
Paliasy, the pottery artist of the 17th 
cent., and the scene of some of his 
most persevering experiments ; a statve 
has been erected of him. 

[Branch rly. in progress to Liboume 
(Rte. 64), completed to 40 m. Mon- 
tendre by Jonzac and Fons, a town of 
4969 Inhab. Its castle, distinguished 
by a high keep-tower, built in the 
1 1th cent., is now a prison.] 

A Diligence runs from Saintes to 
>Iortagne on the Garonne, and to 
23 m. Roy an (Rte. 62 and 74), to meet 
the steamer to Bordeaux. 

17 m. Cognac Stat. {Inns: H. 
d' Orleans, comfortable; H. de Londres), 
which gives its name to the best 
brandy in France, produced from 



vineyards in its vicinity, and along 
the banks of the river, between 
Jamao and Angouldme (Rte. 64), 
in the Dept. of La Oharente. The 
establishment Martell alone contains 
in its cellars, vaults, and galleries, 
enough brandy to make one-fourth 
of the world drunk. The brandy is 
distilled not in the towns, but by 
farmers around in small stills. It 
comes from the still nearly whitCt and 
ought to owe its pale colour to the 
oak. casks in which it is kept. Dark 
brandies are coloured artificially. The 
vines cultivated for its manufacture are 
allowed to grow to greater luxuriance 
than those used for wine-making, and 
run along the ground, whence they 
acquire strength ; while the earthy fla- 
vour which is inseparable from wine 
produced from creeping vines is dissi- 
pated in the process of distillation. 

The Ch. of St. Lcger is a good 
specimen of the Romanesque (12th 
cent.), the choir is later. 

Francis I. was bora at Cognac, while 
his mother Louise de Savoie, Duchesse 
d'Angouldme, was residing in the 
castle there ; but, according to tradi- 
tion, he first saw the light under an 
elm-tree, where his mother was un- 
expectedly confined. A stone now 
marks the spot. 

5 ni. Jamac Stat, (see Rte. 64). 

9 m. Chateauneuf Junct. Stat. 
Branch rly. 12 m. to Barbesieux. {Inn: 
H. Boule d'Or.) 

14 m. Angouleme Junct. Stat (see 
Rte. 64). 
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ROUTE 64. 

TOUBS TO BORDEAUX, BT POITIERS AND 
ANG0UL&1CE — ^BAILWAT. 

Tours to KiL Miles. 

St. Maare 32 20 

Chfttellerault ...... 65 40 

Poitiers 98 61 

Ruffec 162 102 

AngoulSme 211 132 

Coutras Jnnct 293 1H3 

IJbourae Juoct .... 309 193 

Bordeaux* 315 217 

This railway passes through pretty 
country and within view of numerous 
old or modem chateaux ; and in the first 
part of its course crosses 4 or 5 rivers, 
tributaries of the Loire, in succession, 
on viaducts, and the ridges separating 
their respective valleys in deep cuttings. 
Soon after quitting Tours it passes the 
Cher, on an embankment and the bridge 
of Granmont, of 6 arches, 590 ft. long; 
next it is carried over the valley of the 
Indre on a viaduct of 59 ai'ches, 30 ft. 
span, 70 ft. high, 2664 ft. long. 

7 m. Monts Stat. 2 m. on 1. is Mont- 
bazon, a town of 1090 Inhab., with a 
castle-keep on a rock, a fief of the Rohan 

family. 

6 m. VUleperdne Stat. A mile or two 
on the 1. is the Chapel of St, Catherine 
de Fierbois, whither Joan of Arc sent 
from Chinon to fetch the sacred sword, 
"marked with 5 crosses, lying in a 
vault," which she afterwards bore in all 
her battles. She had previously passed 
through the village, however, on her 
journey from Lorraine to Chinon, and 
had doubtless then remarked the 
weapon ; but the vulgar belief attri- 
buted its discovery to divine inspira- 
tion. Near this is a handsome modern 
Gothic chateau, built, 1850, by the 
Marquis de Lussac. 

7 m. Ste. Maure Stat. ; here roads to 
Chinon and Loches branch off (Rte. 
58), the latter passing He Bouchard (7 
m.), whose interesting Ch. has a flamb. 
hexagon tower and spire, and an early 
pointed chancel. Here are ruins of a 
Castle which belonged to the Princes de 
Craon. The plain around Ste. Maure 
is thought to be the site of the battle be- 
tween Charles Martel and the Saracens 
under Abderahmen in 732. 



The river Creuse is crossed at 
7 m- Pori-de-PUes Stat., about ^ m. 
above its junction with the Vienne. 
[Higher up, on the rt. bank of the 
Creuse, is the village of La Haye^ the 
birthplace of Descartes. The house in 
which he was bom (1596) is preserved. 
About 7 m. S. of La Etaye, also 
on the Creuse, is the Chateau de la 
Guercfie, built by Charles VII. for 
Agnes Sorel, where she resided v^hen 
the king kept his court at Loches, and 
where he used to visit her on his way 
to and from the chase in the neigh- 
bouring forest. It is a massive pile, 
rising above the water-side, flanked by 
towers at the 4 angles. It \ retains 
some traces of fresco-painting and the 
initials of Agnes' name, an A over L 
(A'Sur-Elle), In the chapel is a statue 
of her.] 

3 m. Les Ormes Stat., on the Vienne. 
— The ch&teau belongs to the family 
d'Argenson, and has fine gardens. 

The railroad runs parallel with the 
Vienne by 

2 m. Ikmge Stat., and 

5 m. Infjrandes-sur' Vienne Stat. 

4 m. Chuielleravit Stat. {Inns : H. de 
I'Esp^ranoe, good; H. Tete Noire, fair 
dining-place), a smoky town of mean 
houses, on the rt. bank of the Vienne. 
is one of the chief seats of the Manu- 
factwe of Cutlery in France, which 
gives employment to about 600 famr> 
lies, out of its 14,278 Inhab., who work 
for large houses. There is also a Go- 
vernment manufactory of small arms. 

The Duchy of Ch&telleraul1> was 
bestowed by Henri II. upon James 
Hamilton, 2nd Earl of Arran, Regent 
of Scotland, 1548, to induce him to 
promote the marriage between his 
ward, the infant Queen Mary, and 
the Dauphin Francis, afterwards 
Francis II. The duchy, although for- 
feited to the crown by failure 'Of male 
issue, in spite of this continued to be 
claimed and the title borne by the 
Duke of Hamilton, a Douglas, in con- 
sequence of his descent in the female 
line, although the claim of the Duke 
of Abercom was perhaps more legiti- 
mate. A decree of Napoleon III. has 
removed all doubt by a new creation 
I in favour of the Duke of Hamilton, 
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who married a relative of His Ixh- 
perial Majesty; whilst a decree of 
the French Council of State has de- 
clared Lord Abercom'a pretensions 
unfounded, on the plea of the original 
one in favour of the Regent Arran 
having escheated to the Crown in the 
same century, and the revival of the 
title being an act of grace of the pre- 
sent Sovereign of France. 

The Vienne is navigable for a short 
distance above Ch&tellerault. A por- 
tion of a gateway flanked by turrets, 
erected by the Due de Sully, stands at 
the extremity of the bridge. Leaving 
Ch&tellerault, we pass by 
6 m. Les Barres Stat. 
3 m. La Tricherie Stat. 
3 m. Dissais sur Vienne Stat. 
2 m. dan Stat. For the last 3 stages 
the railroad has continued to ascend 
the valley of the Clain. That stream 
traverses a rocky and wooded ravine, of 
much picturesque beauty; passing by 

2 m. Chasseneuil Sfcat., a bridge and 
viaduct are crossed before arriving at 

5 m. Poitiers Junct. Stat. (Buffet), 
nearly a mile from the town by the road, 
but much less by a pathway. Omnibus 
from rly. {Inns : H. de France, excel- 
lent and reasonable ; H. du Palais ; 
H. Trois Piliers.) 

This capital of ancient Poitou, 
an early possession of the kings of 
England, who were its dukes down 
to the time of Charles V. (1371), 
stands on a rounded eminence of con- 
siderable height, the summit of which 
is occupied by the Prefecture and 
Palais de Justice. From this its 
streets sweep down in steep slopes, to 
the small river Clain, which encom- 
passes nearly f of its circuit, while 
the smaller river Boivre encircles an- 
other part, so that they formed, in 
ancient times, a natuml fosse round 
its rampi«*ts, now almost entirely swept 
away by modem improvements. The 
nnmber of Inhab. is 31,034: it has 
neither commerce nor manufacture 
of any great importance, as might in- 
deed be surmised from its dull and 
empty streete, excepting the market- 
place, at times a scene of much bustle 
and densely crowded. 

Foitiers h*'vs {^ L^i'-o FcKuUy, with an 



Ecole de Droit, numbering between 200 
and 300 students, but of greater cele- 
brity in former times than at present. 
Lord Bacon in his youth is said to 
have studied here. The town contains 
several nvnnenes, chiefly serving as 
establishments for the education of 
young females. 

The objects of interest of Poitiers 
are chiefly of an antiquarian nature. 
It possesses a large number of churches, 
and, as some of them date from a 
very early period, and others were 
commenced later, and continued down 
to comparatively modern times, they 
form a very instructive series, by 
which the progress and change of style 
in ecclesiastical building may be fol- 
lowed. 

The principal sights maybe visited in 
a very few hours in the following order, 
entering by the Porte de Paris ; — 

Ch. of Notre Dame, Palais de Justice, 
the Catliedral and Prefecture, Ch. of St, 
Eadegonde, Temple of St. Jean, College 
and Library, Site of Poman Amphitheatre, 
Promenade de Blossac, Chs. of St. Ifilairci, 
St. Porchaire, and Montierneuf, Puins 
of Chateau; and, if time will permit, 
drive round the Bamparts to the 
Botanic Garden and les Cours. 

*Notre Dame de Poitiers, in the 
market-place, presents a remarkable 
example of the florid Romanesque style 
in its venerable W. fagade, which is 
covered with sculpture from top to bot- 
tom, happily not yet destroyed. It rests 
on 3 arches; the central one, forming 
the entrance, being circular, the two 
side ones pointed, but all decorated 
with mouldings and capitals of the 
same character. The rest of the fagade. 
on each side of a tall round-headed 
window, originally circular, is occupied 
by arcades filled with statues and with 
bas-reliefs beneath; above all, upon the 
summit of the gable, is the pointed 
almond-shaped niche (vesica piacis) con- 
taining a statue and other sculpture, 
much weather worn. The fegade is 
flanked by 2 round turrets. The pro- 
bable date of this fagade is the middle 
of the 12th cent. The interior is in 
a more severe style, but sadly defaced 
by ugly modern painting.* The nave 
has a barrel vault, grossed by plain 



234 Bouie Ci.—Poitier» : Noire Dame. Sect. III. 

circular archm, and the E. end termi- -aide and pointed on tbe other, yet 
nates with s oirciilnr apae, having luale , both perhaps neu'l7 of the aame dale, 
and ohapela round it. At the d-oaaing , the I2th cent. "At the end of the 
in a aquave tower, having a cii'Ctilar Hall is a eplendid triplet of Jireplaeei, 
ttage above, terminating in a low apire. i with au open atair in each angle, lead- 
TliechapelofSt.AuDeiutheS.iuale,nn ing to a tribune over the fireplace, 
addition in the fiond atyle of the 1 jth Abore thin in a aerieH of windowa 
cent., containa in a rich receaa a ;^up | with fine tracery uiosking the chim- 
of the Entombment, of the 16th cent. ' neya and terminating above with 
The Salle des Paa Perdua, in the ', stutuea under cauopiaa. Thta inagni- 
P'llaiide Jitslict {ahaetotioln Ihune), ' ticent design, which fills the end of the 
M-hich originally formed part of the | hall, was thn work of John Duke of 
palaoe of the CiHutea de Poitou, ia a ! Berrj and Count of Poitou, in the 
vast hall, witli an open wooden roof | commencement of the 15th cent." — 
(early 15th eent.) ; ila walla are deco- l D. T. The Castle of the Coimta, ad- 
rated witli arcades, circular on one] joining (restored) — built in the lath 
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cent., repaired in the 14th, and now 
used as a Court of Justice— has much 
old sculpture on the outside. It was 
here that Charles VII. was proclaimed 
king in 1422, and that Joan of Arc 
was examined by a council of matrons 
and lawyers in 1429. See the Museum 
of Antiquities and Nat. Hitt. in the 
building. Look at the old house called 
La Pr€c6t€ in the street of the same 
name. 

From the Place d'Armes a crooked 
street leads to the * Cathedral of St. 
Pierre (M.H.), founded by Henry II. of 
England 1161, but little at the E. end 
seems to have been completed by him. 
The building thi\)ughout is of the end 
of the 12 th smd beginning of 13th cent., 
except the W. fa9ade, begun in the 
middle of the 13th, and carried on in 
the 14th and 15th cents., and is rather 
poor in design. The interior has a 
great appearance of spaciousness : a 
nave flanked by 2 rows of columns, 2 
aisles, like a great hall. The E. end 
terminates square, with shallow circ. 
recesses in the thickness of the wall. 
There is a fine circ. arcade all round 
the lower part of the ch. The walls 
and aisles converge and the vault drops 
towards the E. The transepts short, 
mere chapels. The vaulting is very 
domical. The piers — composed of cir- 
cular and angular members, surmount- 
ed by sharply-cut capitals— are elegant. 
There are several painted windows, 
and a fine rose one at the W. end, hid 
by the organ. Very solid buttresses 
support the walls and roof. 

A little way behind the E. end of 
the cathedral stands the Abbey Ch. of 
St. Radegonde; the lower part of whose 
elegant Komanesque tower, though 
masked by a florid porch, is probably 
of the 11 th cent., as well as the white 
marble b/nitier, shaped like a horse- 
trough, vrithin it. Above it is a curious 
niche, containing an antique bas-relief 
of our Saviour. The nave, which has 
no aisles, is of the 12th cent., has an 
arcade round the walls, and domical 
vaults like the cath. The Roman- 
esque choir is late in 11th cent., and 
is raised upon a very old cn/pt, partly 
e^fccav'ated in the rock, perhaps older 
th^n any part of the upper structure. 



In this is deposited the black Itnarble 
Coffin of St. Badegonde, resorted to, in 
the month of August, by thousands of 
devotees, chiefly of the lower orders, 
who throng the low vault to kiss the 
worn marble Sarcophagus (on which 
some curious ornaments of an early age 
may be discerned), and to bring their 
sick children to be cured, studding the 
walls with dirty tapers. The saint's 
empty coffin, it appears, still retains 
the virtue of healing possessed by her 
body before it was burnt by the 
Huguenots in 1562. In the S. wall 
of the nave is a small chapel, fenced 
with iron bars, called *'Xtf Fas de 
Dieu" because it contains the stone 
impressed by the footmark of our 
Saviour, who here appeared to St. 
Radegonde, according to the legend! 
It is covered over by an iron case to 
protect it. Part of the internal deco- 
I'ations of this ch. are, like the porch, 
of the 15th cent., and some of the 
sculpture is by no means appropriate 
to a sacred edifice. 

To the S. of the Cathedral is the 
building called the * Temple de St. 
Jean, originally a baptisteiy, then a 
church, next a Mus^e, restored 1S60. 
It is the oldest edifice in Poitiers, 
and one of the most ancient 
Christian monuments in France, on 
which account, as well as from the 
style of its architecture, it deserves 
particvlar attention from those who 
take an interest in antiquities. It 
measures about 40 ft. by 25, its greatest 
length being from E. to W., and its 
walls on these sides terminating in ob- 
tuse gables. The masonry is very neat ; 
on the W. end are traces of Roman fi^* 
reticuiatiurij and on 3 of the walls, 
inside as well as out, a sort of arcade 
is introduced, consisting of a circular 
arch, flanked and surmounted by small 
triangles resembling pediments. This 
debased style of building, not imlike 
our S€ucon, arising from want of skill 
in the ai'chitects, and of funds in 
the founders, followed the Roman, at 
the fall of the Empire, and preceded 
the Romanesque. It is probable, there- 
fore, that the Temple de St. Jean dates 
from the 6th or 7th cent. It appears 
to Ijf^ye be^D » Baptistery^ judging 
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from the well iu the centre of its floor, 
about 8 ft. deep, having a pipe run- 
ning obliquely into it. The style of 
construction is decidedly post-Roman. 
To convert it into a ch., a semicir- 
cular apse was thrown out from the 
E. wall, and a sort of porch raised 
before the W., probably not later 
than the 10th cent. ; and the frescoes, 
still visible on the inner walls, are 
of the 12th. The bull's-eye windows 
by which it is lighted were originally 
round-headed ones, the lower part 
of which has been bricked up. This 
edifice was once condemned by the mu- 
nicipal authorities to bo pulled down, 
because it stood in the way of the road 
to Limoges. Luckily there were found 
in Poitiers some admirers of ancient 
art to save it from destruction. 

The following churches will deserve 
the noticeof the ajitiquary andarchitect, 
in addition to those already mentioned. 
*St. Ifilaire, finished 1049, very curious 
and interesting, and in course of 
restoration. A large part of the 
nave was destroyed in the Revo- 
lufcion. It originally had double aisles, 
and 5 bays covered' with octagon 
cupolas. At the crossing is a dome ; 
vaults, throughout, plain barrel. The 
apsidal choir rests on 8 lofty columnar 
piers. The W. half of the ch. is lower 
than the E. by 13 steps, and under 
the raised portion, in an arch opening 
to the W., is the carved marble lid of 
an ancient sarcophagus (8th cent.). 
The benitier of white marble is said 
to be of the time of Dagobert (7th 
cent.). The outside of the E. end is 
good Romanesque work. St, Jean de 
Montierneu/ (M.H.) is also Romanesque, 
but altered and spoiled since the Revo- 
lution. It has a fine nave, and con- 
tains the restored tomb of the founder, 
William Guy Geoflfrey (d. 1086) Duke 
of Aquitaine and Coxmt of Poitiers. St. 
Porchairehaa a good Romanesque tower; 
the lower stage has a barrel-vault. 
Date (?) 1068. 

In the Public Library are some good 
illuminated MSS. 

The Romans have left traces of their 
settlement here, on the site of Gktulic 
Limonum, a city of the Pictavi, in 
the remains of an Amphitheatre, of 



which scanty fragments only exist 
at the back of the Rue d'Evreux. 
Qreat part of the vaulted corridor 
which ran round the building on the 
ground-floor has been removed to give 
space for a market, which now occa- 
pies the oval interior of the Circus. 
The hardness and regularity of the 
masonry, in the portions of the wall 
exposed to view, are such as charac- 
terise all Roman constructions. 

M. Moitre, a chair-maker, No. 7, 
Rue St. Stienne, has a curious coUeo- 
tion of Limoges enamels, ivoiy- 
carvings, &c. 

Poitiers is surrounded by narrow 
valleys or ravines on all sides except jl 
on the S.W., where a neck of land 
connects it with the high ridge whose 
extremity it occupies. In ancient 
times it was defended on this side 
by strong walls and a deep ditch 
dug across the isthmiui. The space 
within these walls is now converted 
into the Promenade de Blossac, so called 
from an intendant of the province in 
the last cent, by whom it was made ; 
a very agreeable walk, the terraces, 
resting on the foundations of the old 
walls, commanding a pleasing view 
into the valley of the Clain below. 

From the heights on the rt. bank 
of the Clain there is a good view of 
this picturesque town, but no path 
runs along them. '*The writer took 
an agreeable but scrambling walk, 
issuing out of Poitiers by the Paris 
gate, crossing the bridge over the Clain, 
then ascending through vineyards be- 
hind the Fauboiu?g, anid keeping along 
the edge of the cliff as far as the road 
to Limoges, where he recrossed the 
Clain by another bridge, at the back 
of St. Radegonde." 

About 1} m. out of the town, a 
little to the 1. of the road to Limoges, 
on a height, is a Dolmen, or Druidie 
monument, known as La Pierre Let^. 
It is a block of calcareous sandstone, 
about 13 ft. long and 3 thick, resting 
at one end upon upright stones. It 
is well preserved. Rabelais attributes 
its erection to Pantagruel, "pour 
le divertissement des escholiers de 
r University," who resorted hither to 
pf^rcuse. 
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At about {HI equal distance in an- 
other direction^ a little to the 1. of 
the road to Angouldme, at VErmitogey 
the property of Count Traversay, are 
renuuus of a Moman Aqueduct, which 
supplied water to the town and circus. 
4 or 5 of its arches are tolerably 
perfect. 

Poitiers is historically celebrated. 
The invading tide of the Saracenic 
hordes penetrated in the 8th cent, 
thus far into W. Europe, at a moment 
when the fate of Chnstianity seemed 
trembling in the scale. At that epoch, 
having already conquered Spain, they 
poured through the defiles of the 
Pyrenees, overspread Aquitaine, ad- 
vanced to the wails of Poitiers under 
their £aaned chief Abdelrahmen, and 
burned the ch. of St. Hilaire to the 
groimd. They were even threatening 
to pass the Loire, when they were met, 
somewhere between Poitiers and Tours, 
by Charles Martel, in 732. This con- 
test between the E. and the W., be- 
tween the Gospel and the Koran, 
ended in the defeat of the Saracens, 
3U0,000 of whom, it is said, but on 
the doubtful authority of a single 
chix)nicler, were left dead on the field; 
and the remnant retired, never more 
to trouble Christendom in the W. 
TJie site of the battle-field has never 
been exactly ascertained, although sup- 
posed to have been at St. Maure near 
Tours, and no discovery of bones has 
been made, which would surely mark 
the scene of so enormous a slaughter. 
At an earlier period (507) the plains 
of Poitiers had witnessed the defeat of 
Alaric King of the Visigoths, by Clovia. 
Poitiers is celebrated in English 
history for the signal victory gained 
under its walls, in 1356, by the army 
of the Black Prince, consisting of 
English and Gascons, who early in 
that year had invaded the S. of France, 
and spread desolation through Langue- 
doc, Liimouain, and Auvergne, as far 
as the gates of Boiu^es. The prince's 
whole force did not exceed 12,000 
or 14,000 men, and the expedition 
had no other design than that of 
a foray to "harry" the fair fields of 
France. On his way back to Bordeaux, 
however, imexpectedly, on 9th Sep- 



tember, he encountered the army of 
John King of France, amounting to 
60,000 men, of whose vicinity, and 
even of their march to meet him, he 
had been entirely ignorant. ** God 
help us!" said the prince, "we must 
now consider how we can best fight 
them." The Pope's Legate, Cardinal 
Talleyrand, assuming the office of 
peacemaker, in vain endeavoured to 
prevent the impending strife ; even 
Edward himself offered to acquiesce 
in any reasonable terms, consistent 
with his honom*, to be permitted 
to go free. He offered to give up 
all the towns and castles he had 
taken, together with the prisonei-s, and 
not to bear arms against the French 
king for the space of 7 yeai-s. The 
French, however, confident in niun- 
bers, would listen to no conditions but 
the surrender of the Black Prince and 
100 of his principal knights. The 
result is well known. The English 
owed the success of the day, under 
Providence, to their well -chosen posi- 
tion, to the deadly and skilfully aimed 
aiTOws of their yeomen, which availed 
more than the lances of their knights, 
and to the stout hearts of their leaders, 
the Black Prince and Lord Chandos, 
and of all the English under them. 
On that day France beheld the fiower 
of her chivalry laid low, while her 
king, John, was led into captivity. 
The noble dead were buried by the 
townsfolk in the chxirches of the Cor- 
deliers and Jacobins within the town. 
The field of battle is fixed by Froissart 
in the plain of Maupertuis, near the 
village Beaumont. There is difficulty 
in identifying it at present ; but it was 
probably near Cardemere on the road 
to Limoges. 

Hallway to Niort, Rochefort, and 
Rochelle (Rte. 66), to join the line 
from Limoges, by Gueret and Moulins, 
to Lyons, thus forming a continuous 
line from Rochelle to Geneva. 

The country traversed by the railway 
to Angouldme possesses little interest. 
On quitting Poitiers, it leaves 1. the 
old town walls under the church of 
St. Hilaire, and through a shoi-t tunnel 
returns into the valley of the Clain, 
which it crosses several times. It was 
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on the plain over the Clain, near the 
Ahbaye de Nouvaiile, that was fought 
the battle generally known as that of 
Poitiera. 

3 m. St, Benoit Junct. Stat. The 
rly. to Niort and La Rochelle branches 
off on rt. from here (Rte. 66). 

2 m. Lf'gwfe Stat. 

4 m. Iteuil Stftt. 

4 m. Viwnne Stat., passing another 
tunnel. 

The celebrated Marquise de Ram* 
bouillet was bom here. Beyond Vi- 
vonne, near the villi^ of Voulon, is 
the battle-field where Clovis defeated 
Alaric in a.d. 507. 

9 m. Coulie' Verac Stat. 

6 m. Epanvillers Stat. 

5 m. Civray Stat. This old town 
lies 2 m. 1. on the rt. bank of the Cha- 
rente. The Romanesque Ch, of 8t. 
Nicholas has a fa9ade curiously orna- 
mented with sculptures, including 
signs of the zodiac, somewhat like 
Notre Dame at Poitiers, dating 
probably from the early part of the 
12th cent. 

[At Charroux, 8 m. farther E., are 
remains of an Ahbey, now reduced to a 
tower about 80 ft. high, rising from 2 
circular arcades, one above the other, 
supported by piers formed of bundles 
of shafts. This was originally the cen- 
tral tower of a very curious church, 
consisting of a circular choir, preceded 
by a rectangular nave : but all the 
rest is destroyed. The abbey was 
founded by Charlemagne, but these 
ruins belong to edifices not older than 
the 12th cent. 

22 m. N. of Civray, but ' nearer 
Vivonne, is Gen5ay (H. du Lion d'Or). 
Here is a very fine and picturesque 
Castle of the 12th or 13th cent., the 
walls in good preservation. And near 
it is the Ch. of St. Maitrice, a Roman- 
esque structure, with central tower, 
apsidal chapels, and the other usual 
characters of a fine ch. of the 12th 
century.] 

The Railway enters the valley of 
the Charente beyond Civray Stat., 
which it follows to 

9 m. Buffec Stat. (Bufiet). (Inns : H. 
des Ambassadeurs ; thepdtds de perdrix 
aux truffes unrivalled ; H. Poste, very 



gobd.) The church is old and cuidous ; 
the porch of the 11 th cent. Ruins of the 
castle which belonged to the Counts of 
Broglie in the 17th cent. Pop. 3175. 

JBeyood Luxe Stat, the Charente is 
crossed, and the Castles of la Teme 
and la Titeme are passed. 

17 m. St. Amant de Boixe Stat. 
About 1 m. distant is a large and in- 
teresting Ch, (M.H.), consecrated 1170, 
but in a ruinous condition. It is 
singular for its dome, covered with 
ribs, and has a central tower and spii'^, 
and curious carving at the W. end. 

The cultivation of the vine now be- 
comes general. The wines produced 
about Angouldme and along the bor- 
ders of the Charente are of inferior 
quality, chiefly used for being con- 
verted into brandy. Between Pon- 
touvre and Bourgets we cross the 
Touvre. 

[A few miles up this stream is the 
Imperial oannon-foxmdry of Ruelle; 
charcoal is employed as the fuel in 
the smelting furnaces, and is abun- 
dantly supplied by the neighbouring 
forests. 

13 m. in the same direction is La 
BochefoHcatdd, a town of 2775 Inhab., 
whose castle was the ancient residence 
of the family of that name, its most 
noted scion being Francois, author of 
the celebrated ' Maximes.' The castle 
escaped destruction at the Revolution, 
and still belongs to the family, though 
no longer inhabited by them. It is 
a huge pile, flanked by round, cone- 
roofed towers at the angles, forming 
3 sides of a square, and, with the 
exception of the more ancient don- 
jon, was erected, in 1527, by Antoine 
Fontan, in the style of the Renais- 
sance. A range of arcades serves aa 
a passage along the inner fa9ade, 
and a curious and richly ornamented 
spiitil staircase leads to the upper sto- 
reys. Below the castle are extensive 
Caves, not now entered, which served 
as a refuge to the Huguenots in the 
wars of Religion. There are similar 
natural caverns all along the valley of 
the Tardon^re, the largest of which, 
les Grottes de Rancogne, ai^e about 
3 m. above La Rochefoucauld. They 
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are traversed by a streamlet^ and con- 
tain stalactites.] 

8 m. Angoaldme Junct. Stat. 
(Buffet), (/wis ; H. La Poste, '* very 
comfortable," 10 min. from station ; 
H. de France; H. dji Palais, in the 
tipper town, good). 

This ancient capital of the Angou- 
mois, now of the D^pt. de la Charente, 
occupies a situation, not unlike that 
of Poitiers, on the top of a hill, 
terraced round with remains of the 
ancient ramparts above, while below 
it is nearly encircled by the Charente. 
The town is distinguished by far 
more activity, industry, and trade, 
than Poitiers, and possesses, with 
its suburbs, a population of 25,116. 
Though planted on the top of an 
isolated hill, more than 200 ft. above 
the river, it is abundantly supplied 
with fountains of water, pumped up by 
machinery. Its houses, being of a 
white stone, easily cut, give to it a 
cheerful appearance : it has many new 
streets and a few old buildings. Its 
most pleasing features, however, are 
the series of Terrace - tcalks running 
round it, on the sites of the old ram- 
pai'ts, and commanding a charming 
view of the deep valley below, of the 
winding Charente fringed with ver- 
dure, of the suburbs, and the paper- 
mills on the river-banks, which furnish 
the staple article of manufacture here. 
By far the finest portion of these ter- 
races is the Promenade Beaulieu ; from 
which a series of walks and shrub- 
beries extend down the slopes to the 
bottom of the valley. In the midst 
of them stands a column erected to the 
Duchesse d'Angouldme in 1815. 

In the irregular FleKe, in the centre 
of the town, stood the old Castlej 
now pulled down with the exception 
of the ** groBse tour " (12th cent.), and 
another, which have been incorporated 
in the handsome Hdtel de Ville. It 
-was the residence of the ancient Counts 
of Angouldme ; Marguerite de Yalois, 
Queen of Navarre, was bom in it — the 
most accomplished princess of her day, 
" La Marguerite des Marguerites," as 
her brother Fran9ois I. called her; 
and its walls gave shelter to Marie de 
Mediois. She retired hither^ after her 



husband's assassination, under the pro- 
tection of the Due d'Epernon, governor 
of the Angoumois, who has been bus- 
peoted of being the accomplice of Ra- 
vaillac ; while the queen-mother herself 
was not entirely free from suspicion — 
'^The death of Henry did not suffi- 
ciently surprise her." 

The * Cathedral^ a very fine and com- 
plete example of a Romanesque cath., 
was rebuilt from its foundations in 
1120. It originally consisted of a nave 
only, with 4 domes, and the present 
apse and 4 semicircular chapels to the 
£. Later in the 12th cent, the transepts 
were built, with towers over them, of 
which that on the N. has been rebuilt; 
of the S. tower only the lower part 
remains now a vestry. The W. fagade 
WBS built end of 1 2th cent., and the inte- 
rior enriched with engaged columns, 
&c., at the same time. The N. tower, 
of 6 rows of semicircular arcades, as 
well as the W. front, is i^ the style of 
the churches of N. Italy;. almost the 
whole space being divided by circular 
arcades, resting on elegant columns/ 
inclosing statues much mutilated. 
Below the centre of the pediment 
forming the upper tier of arches is a 
statue of the Saviour surrounded by 
symbols of the Evangelists. The inte- 
rior, which has a great deal of beauty, 
of a kind different fi*om a Gothic ca- 
thedral, is in the form of a Latin 
cross ; the nate has no side aisles ; its 
roof is formed of 3 vaulted cupolas, 
a style of building not met with N. 
of the Loire. Over the cross rises an 
octagonal tower, opening to the ch. 
below with a lanthom ; and a dome 
over it, to be noticed for its great 
beauty. The choir ends in an apse. 
This ch. suffered in the wars of the 
Huguenots in 1562-68, and again at 
the Revolution. The repairs of 1865- 
67 have deprived it of much of its an- 
tique character; the interior especially 
has had an entirely new face given it, 
according to the Fi*ench practice. 

The Chapel of the ffoepitul (Hdtel 
Dieu) is a work of the 13th cent. 

St. Andr^ is a late ch., with Roman* 
esque entrance, having a barrel-vault. 

St» Ausonne and St, Martiody 2 good 
modeni churches. St. M., in Roman- 
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esque style, ia adtnirsibly designed by 
M. Abadie. 

Among modern buildiuga, the Palais 
de Justice deseryes notioe> In the attic 
has been placed th« public Library, 
containing^ 14,000 vols., and a smsdl 
collection of Natural History. 

Outside the town, to the N., in the 
escarped rock below the ramparts, is 
the Grotte de St, Cyhard, a hermit, 
whose real name was Eparchus, who 
occupied it as his cell, and died here 
in the 6th cent. 

Ausonius mentions this town under 
the name Iculisma, fancifully derived 
from ''In collis summ^," and gradually 
softened down, as some conjecture, 
into the modem Angouldme. ' 

AngoulSme and the surrounding pro- 
vince were governed, from the 8th 
down to the beginning of the 14th 
century, when they were imited to 
France, by a line of independent 
counts, 19 in number ; first of the 
family of Taillefer, and, after 1218, of 
the house of Lusignan. It also be- 
longed to the English, and was the 
i*esidence of the Black Prince after 
the battle of Poitiers. One of the 
town gates, not pulled down until 
1808, was named La Forte de ChandoSy 
from the English knight who built 
it, while Constable of Aquitaine for 
Edward III. A house in the Rue 
de Geneve is pointed out as that in- 
habited by Cajvin, who sought refuge 
here 1533, and taught Greek to main- 
tain himself. The Place da Murier 
receives its name from a mulberry -tree 
which stood in the midst of it while it 
was the garden of a Domincan con- 
vent. During the outrages committed 
by the Calvinist soldiery 1562, the 
monk Michel Grillet was hung to its 
boughs, in the presence i)f Admiral 
de Coligny, whose end he is said to 
have foretold in his dying words, 
"You shall be thrown out of the 
window, like Jezebel, and shall be 
ignominiously dredged through the 
streets." 

The Naval School, established here 
in 1816, was suppressed 1830, and 
transferred to Brest, and the building, 
in the Faubourg THoumeau, converted 
into the Bly. Stat. 



The manufactui'es of Angouldme con- 
sist of paper, made in numerous 
mills in the neighbouring valleys, and 
brandy. It is celebrated among gDur- 
mands for its pdttfs de perdrix aux 
truffes. 

The Oharente is navigable to the 
sea at Rochelle from the quay below 
the town. A Steamer runs to SainteB 
(Rte. 62) 3 times a week. 

Railway to Saintes and Rochefort, 
following the course of la Charente 
(Rte. 63). 

[13 m. W. of AngoulSme, on the 
rly. to Cognac (Rte. 63), is St. Michel 
d*£lntraigueSf with curious circular (X 
(M. H.) of 12th cent. 

18 m. beyond which> on the road to 
Jamac, and about 1 m. N. of Basaac, 
is a stone pyramid, erected 1818 to 
mark the spot where the Prince de 
Cond^ fell, foully shot, although he 
had surrendered, in the Battle of 
Jamac (156d), after giving the signal 
for, and leading with one arm in a sling, 
and his leg shattered, the third chaige 
of the handful of Protestants engaged 
against the royal army of double their 
number under the Due d'Anjou. Young 
Henri, Prince of Beam, afterwards 
Henri IV., his nephew, was a spectator 
of the bloody afi&ay, but was not per- 
mitted to take part in it.] 

The railway on leaving the Stat, 
traverses a tunnel through the hill on 
which stands AngoulSme. 

Many cuttings and embankments co- 
cur before we reach 

5 m. La Couronne Stat., near to 
which, on rt., are the ruins of the 
Abbaye de la Goiuvnne, in the niidat 
of a valley abounding in paper-mills. 
After escaping destruction at the Revo- 
lution, it was demolished for the sake 
of the materials: the part remaining 
includes the W. front with a fine door- 
\^ay, and part of a rose-window over 
it* The railway leaves the old post- 
road on the rt., and crosses on a lofty 
viaduct of 12 arches the valley of the 
Couteaubi^res before reaching 

4 m. MotUhiers Stat. The Castle of 
Laroche Landry, on the top of a rock, 
has been rebuilt by a banker of Angou- 
Icme. The viaduct of Couteaubi^ree, 
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^90 ft. long, of 12 arches, is on a 
curve. Beyond 

5 m. Cmrmant Stat, is the tunnel 
of Liveman, the longest on the line, 
measuring 1608 yards. 

7 m. M^moreau Stat. Hei^d is a 
fine Bomanesque Ch. restored^ and. 
fragments of a Castle. 

11 m. CAa/ats Stat. This town with 
its ch&teau (Kenaissance) belonging to 
the Talleyrand family, one of whoise 
members derives the title of Prince 
from it. 

19 m. Cmtras Junct. Stat. (Buffet). 
Memorable for the battle between the 
I^testants and the Roman Catholics, 
fought on the plain near the confluence 
of the Dronne and Isle, 1587, when 
Henri IT., then King of Kavarre, gained 
a victory over the forces of the League 
under the Due de Joyeuse. Small churchy 
Komanesque at K. end, with a low 
tower at the junction of nave and apse, 
having a dome under it. The rest of 
the ch. is late, with a pretty new tower 
tod spire at W. end. The Ely. to 
Perigueux and Limoges falls in here 
(Rte. 71). 

5 m. 8t» Denis Stat. 

5 m. lihonme Junct. Stat. (BufiEet) 
{Inns : H. des Princes, good ; H. de 
I'Europe ; H. de France), a town of 
14,639 InJiab., situated on the rt. bank 
of the Dordogne, here a tidal river, ca* 
pable of receiving vessels of 300 tons 
burthen, and crossed by a bridge of 
brick, like that of Bordeaux, at the con ' 
fluence of the Isle, which is traversed 
by an iron suspension one. It is neat 
and regularly built, and was chief of 
the " Bastides*' or free towns founded 
by Edward I,* at the highest point 
on the Dordogne navigable for English 
Vessels engaged in the wine trade. At 
one time it seemed' likely to rival 
Bordeaux: The Hotel de Ville is pic- 
turesque. S. of the town is Condat — 
**Condati8 portus** — mentioned by 
Ausonius, an ancient residence of the 
English king?. 

[Branch rly. 11 m. to Castillon, up 
the valley of the Dordogne, passing, 

• See Introduction, Section IV. 
IFrance, 1873.] 



5 m., St. Emilion {Inn : . H. Dus- 
sant, "clean; civil and pretty land- 
lady " — Ld. Z>. 1867), a venerable town 
of 3019 Inhab. (6 m. distant), cele- 
brated for its wines, and remarkidble 
for the antiquity of its" buildings. 
It was one of the Bastides, or Free 
Towns, founded by our Edward I., 
and retains to this day its crenel- 
lated ramparts, watch-towers, and 

6 gates still pe^ect ; and many of 
its houses are not less than 3 cen- 
turies old. It is seated in a sort of #. 
ravine or quarry, and manv of the 
dwellings are caves hewn in the rocks. 

It has a ruined Castle, le Chateau du 
Rot, built by Louis VIII., surmounted 
by a square keep-tower, in a style re- 
sembling the Korman. A very sin- 
gular rock'heum Church of great age. 
It consists of a nave, whose barrel- 
vault is carved with figures of angels, 
animals^ &c., while its aisles and 
piers are formed of square masses 
of the sandstone left standing. Over 
it, on the top of the rock» an early 
Gothic steeple has been erected, and 
a rich portal of the 14th cent, is 
applied to the face of the rock. A 
round Gothic ch., called the Rotonde ; 
the Parish or Collegiate Church, a very 
fine building, limited to 3 bays of a 
Transition nave, attached to an early 
Gothic choir, and W. portal, of the 
12th cent. On the S. side is a Cloister, 
and at the W. end rises a graceful 
tower, octagonal above, uquare below, 
commanding from its top a fine view ; 
the ruins of several oUier churches 
and convents; and a handsome build- 
ing, the Palais du Cardinal de Cantarac. 
The Girondins Guadet, Potion, and 
Barbaroux sought refuge for a time in 
the cave dwellings here, but were cap- 
tured and slain, 1794. 

6 m. CastHhn, under whose walls 
was fought, in 1453, the battle in 
which valiant Lord Talbot, Earl of 
Shrewsbury, 

** The Prenehman't only aoonrge, 
Their kingdom's teifor, and black Nemcsia,'* 

hemmed in by a French force greatly 

superior to his own, was slain, at the 

I age of nearly 80 years, gallantly fight- 
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ing, along with liis son, the Lord Lisle, 
whom his father in vain counselled to 
depart out of the field, seeing that all 
was lost, — a real incident, which has 
furnished Shakespeare with a fine scene. 
The result of Talbot's defeat and death 
was the capture of Bordeaux from the 
English, and their final expulsion from 
Guienne. Near La Mothe^Hontraval, 
on the rt. bank of the Dordogne, a 
tumulus is pointed out under the 
name of Talbot's tomb ; but it is 
known that his body was removed by 
his friends to England. 

3 m. from Castillon, and less from 
La Mothe, on the 1. of the road, but 
accessible only by a rough cross one, 
is the village and Chateau of St» Michel 
Montaigne (M. H,), the buihplace of 
Montaigne, where the philosopher and 
great essayist, Shakespeare's favourite 
author, died. It is a considerable 
mediaeval building, and remains nesurly 
as described by him in his Essai des 
Trois Commerces. The room which 
was his library is preserved in the gate 
tower, over the entrance, and its roof 
is inscribed with Greek and Latin sen- 
tences ; among them — *' Homo sum : 
humani & me nihil alienum puto." 
There is a pleasing view from the ter- 
race. The ch. is near the house. The 
ch&teau belone^s to M. Magne, Minister 
of Finance under Kapoleon III. 

From Castillon the rly. is in progress, 
following the valley of the Vez^e, to 
Bergerac (42 m.).] 

Rly. in progress to Montendre for 
Jonzac and Saintes (Rte. 63). 

The rly. quits Liboume by a bridge 
of 9 arches over the Dordogne, placed 
a little above that which carries the 
post-road to Bordeaux, 

3 m. Arveyres Stat. 

3 m. Vayres Stat. 

The viaduct of Arveyres over the 
marshes consists of 100 small arches, 
and is 1290 yards long. The rly., fol- 
lowing the Dordogne, makes a wide 
sweep before it arrives at 

4 m. 8t, Sidptce Stat., in a country 
of vineyards. A few miles from this, 
down the river, is 

The tongue of land which separates 



the Dordogne from the Garomie, across 
which our way lies — a fertile district, 
chiefly laid out in vineyards and corn- 
fields, and scattered over with country 
seats. It is locally known as the dis- 
trict of " Entre Deux Mers." 

2 m. St, Zmbes Stat. 

3 m. La Grave (TAmbares Stat. Dili- 
gences to Cubsac. La Grave is centre 
of a district celebrated for its wines. 
Near this are 4 tunnels. 

[5 m. St. Andr^ de Cubsac, on the rt. 
bank of the Dordogne, here a wide estu- 
ary, formerly crossed in ferry-boats. 
For this disagreeable ferry an iron-wire 
Suspension'bridge, the longest in France^ 
and indeed in Eiu*ope, has been substi- 
tuted. It was begun 1835, and finished 
1839, at a cost of 3,000,000 fr., by M. 
Fortune de Verg^z, an eminent civil 
engineer. It is divided into 5 spans 
supported on 6 pair of piers, consisting 
of hollow columnar shjrffcs or towers in 
cast iron. The roadway of the bridge 
is nused 95 ft. above the water, so 
as to allow vessels of considerable 
tonnage to pass under it ; and the 
approaches, from either bank, are by 
a series of 29 lofty arches, on either 
bank, which have a striking e£fect. 
The bridge itself has much the appear- 
ance of the Brighton chain-pier, and is 
of slight construction, not being war* 
ranted to stand more than forty years. 
The length of the central span is 1788 
ft., and the 29 arches on either side, 
with the embankments and approaches, 
making a total length of 5070 ft., or 
very nearly a mile: the roadway is 
25£ft. wide. 

The Dordogne joins the Gtoonne 
10 m. below this bridge, and their 
united waters form the estuary called 
the Gironde, after which the depart- 
ment is named.] 

The approach to Bordeaux is very 
striking; the railroad is carried along 
the rt» bank of the Garonne, over 3 
viaducts and through 3 tunnels, to 

5 m. Lormont Stat., until the city 
appears lining its opposite bank. As 
Bordeaux is approached the rly. makes 
a long sweep to the 1., from the direct 
line, crossing the Gftronne by a fine 
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hiidgjs, whioli it enters by the suburb 
of St. Jean, where the 



7} m. Bordeaux Junct. Stat. (Buffet) 
is sitaijited« and from which all the 
lines towards the south divei^ge. The 
chief Stat, is now in the suburb of La 
Bastide. (See Rte. 73.) 



Bordeaux Bridge, beyond La Bas- 
tide, ia one of the finest in Europe, 
consisting of 17 arches of stone, the 
walls and spandrels being brick, with 
stone quoins, traversing the Qaronne> 
from ^e La Bastide suburb to the city. 
Until 1821 the river was crossed by a 
fenyj and the want of a bridge had 
connned the city exclusively to the 1. 
bank of the river. One of wood was 
liegiin in the time of Napoleon, but 
was abandoned soon after for one of 
stone, which was completed, 1821, by 
a company of shareholders. The ar- 
chitects were MM* Deschamps and 
Bilaudel. 

A vaulted passage runs under the 
roadway, between it and the arches, for 
the whole length; which gives a great 
height of wall between the crown of 
the arches and the parapet. 

As the French are fond of comparing 
this bridge with that of Waterloo, the 
dimensions of both are here given in 

English feet. 

No. of Width 
Len^. Width. Arches, of Arch. 
Bordeaux 1596 49 17 87* 

Waterloo 1326 40 9 118 

The view of Bordeaux from the 
bridge is veiry striking. Opposite it 
stands the Porte de Bourgogne, erected 
to commemorate the birth of the Due 
de B., grandson of Louis ZV. 

* Only the 7 oentnd arches haye this width, 
the rest are smaller. 



ROUTE 65. 
ForriSRs TO sr. sulpice lauri^rb Rt 

MONrrHOBIIXON (ST. 8AVXK) RAILWAY. 

126kil.=:79 m.; 4 trains daily, in 
4 hrs. 

This railway is an important link ia 
the cross line of communication, con* 
necting La Kochelle on the Atlantic 
with Geneva and Italy, via Gueret. 

[A little to the N. of this line, 15 m. 
from Poitiers, is Chauvigny, a town of 
2049 Inhab., occupying a commanding 
height on the rt. bank of theVienne. It 
was, in feudal times, a strong fortress, 
and still possesses the ruins of 3 distinct 
Castles built on the same plan, a square 
flanked by turrets. The J)or^on, on the 
top of the hill, of the 11th cent., shows 
on one side a breach in its wall, made 
during the wars of religion in the 16th 
cent., and now filled up with bricks 
arranged hening-bone fashion. One of 
the castles, the most modem, probably 
of the 13th or 14th cent., with pointed 
windows, serves as a prison. There are 
many old houses in the upper town 
dating from the 1 5th and 1 6th centuries. 
The Ch. of Notre Dame (M. H.), also in the 
upper town, is an interesting Koman- 
esque building, early in the 12th cent,, 
decorated with ornaments of Byzantine 
art without and also within; the capitals 
of its columns being carved with mer- 
maids, monsters, &c., as well as with 
Scriptural subjects. The Ch, of St. 
Pierre (M. H.), in the lower town, is 
also of the 12th cent., with a circular 
apse of the middle of the 13th. 

25 m. Lussac les Chateaux Stat. (Inn: 
H. Trois Pigeons). A small Bomanesque 
church, and the ruins of 2 castles, and 
of a bridge which connected them, the 
towers of which remain in the water, 
but the arches, probably of w;ood, have 
been destroyed. The scenery is very 
picturesque ; there is a cavern in the 
rock." — /. H, P, It was here that the 
brave Sir John Chandos, seneschal of 
Poitou, received his death-wound in a 
chance mel^e with the French, 1370.] 

[Omnibus to St, Savin, 12m^ where 
the Church, 11th cent., is decorated 
in the porch (10th cent.), nave, and 
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ci*ypt, under the choir« with paint- 
ings, representing Scriptural subjects, 
the figures as large as life, and tole- 
rably w«ll preserved. Those in the 
crypt relate to the legend of St. Savin 
and St. Cyprien. They show strong 
Byzantine influence, but appear to be 
the work of native paintera of the end 
of the 11th, or beginning of the 12th 
cent. — N.B. The horsemen are repre- 
sented riding without stirrups. The 
ch. itself is entered by steps leading 
down into it, and the W. end seems 
to have been separated from the rest, 
so as to form a narthex. The choir 
and shallow transepts end in apses.] 

8 m. MontnwrUlon Stat. (Inn: H. 
Grand Monarque). *' In the courtyard 
of what was the baronial castle, and is 
now a college, there is an ancient and 
very curious chapel. Originally it must 
have been the domestic chapel of the 
lords of the adjacent castle. It con- 
sists of a subterranean crypt, pro- 
bably the family sepulchral vault, 
and an octagonal chapel above with 
a conical I'oof. Part of this building 
is in the Korman style, and part in 
the pointed. That part whicn is in 
the round style may belong to the 
11th cent. The pointed part cannot 
be older than the 13th. But the Inost 
remarkable feature in this building, 
and that to which it owes its celebrity, 
is a group of rudely sculptured figures 
which occupy a recess above the door- 
way. Various explanations of this sin- 
gular group have been ofiered by the 
learned, but none of them are satis- 
factory, and the problem is more diffi- 
cult to solve, as some of the figures 
are taken from ordinary life, and some 
are allegorical." — H, 0. K, The most 
singular and inexplicable, perhaps, ai^e 
two female figures, the one corpulent, 
having toads or scarabs hanging from 
her breasts ; the other meagre, en- 
twined by serpents, and suckling them. 
This 0Mrch has been restored by the 
Government. Under an arch on the 
rt. is the tomb of Etienne de la Hire. 

[Diligence daily to K.E. 20 m. 
Le BlanCf an industrious town of 5996 
Inhab., on the Creuse, with a Ch, of 



the 12th and 13th cent. 5 m. farther 
up the picturesque , valley of the 
Creuse is the Abbey of Fontgombaud, 
built in 1131, and In the 16th cent, 
possessing laige revenues, and of great 
repute. The Abbatial Ch. (M. H.), of 
the 12 th cent., has been partially re-^ 
stored by the Trappists.] 

18 m. Le Dorat Stat. (Inn: H. 
de France.) Pop. 2772. Fine view 
from the hill on which it is built. Ch, 
(M. H.) of nth and 12th cent. 

Just before reaching 17 m. Bessines 
Stat, the line joins that from Vierzon to 

9 m. St. Sulpice Lccuriere Junct. 
Stat. (See Rte. 70.) 



ROUTE 66. 

POITIEBS TO ROCHEIXE AND BOCHE;F011T* 

(railway.) 

PbiUen. KU. MUes. 

Lusignaa ...... 26 16 

Kiort 78 48 

Aigrefeaille . . . . 12t 17 

LaRdchelle 145 M 

Rochefort 142 88 

4 trains daily in 3} to 5 hrs. 

This Hue branches off from that 
between Poitiers and Angouleme at 
3 m. St. Benoit Stat. (Kte. 64.) 
8 m. Coulombiers Stat. 

5 m. lAtsignan Stat., on the Vonne 
(Inns: H. Ste. Catherine;- — Lion d'Or), 
gave its name to the noble family whidi 
helped to rescue Jerusalem from the 
Infidels and for some time occupied its 
throne, and gave two titular kings to 
Jerusalem, Guy, 1185-90, Amaury, 
1198-1205, and four kings to Cyprus. 
The castle was surprised and razed by 
the Catholics 1574, and a public walk 
occupies its site. The Church, a dila- 
pidated building, has a portal orna- 
mented with the signs of the zodiac. 

18 m. St. Maixent Stat. (Irm: H. 
L'Ecu de France — extortionate), an old 
walled town, 4147 Inhab., on a height 
above the S4vre. 
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Here is a' very fine Church of the 
early Gothic, and an old chapel under 
the principal altar, where are depo- 
sited the remains of St. Maixent, who 
founded the church, and St. Leger, &c. 
To it is attached a monastery, origi- 
ludly Benedictine now a seminary 
for priests. There are in the ch. some 
very beautiful wood^carvings. Dili- 
gence to 18 m. Parthenay, (Rte. 60.) 

5 m. La Credit Stat. 

9 m. KioBT Junct. Stat. (Buffet.) 
{Ims: H. du Haisin de Bourgogne ; H. 
de France — good.) A modem town, 
capital of the Bept. des Deux Sevres, 
on the S^vre Niortaise, 20,775 Inhab. 
The old Castle, surmounted by 2 keep- 
towers, each flanked by 8 turrets, 
remarkable as the birthplace, or at 
least the cradle, of Madame de Main- 
tenon, whose profligate father. Con- 
stant d'Aubign^, was confined in it, 
is now the Maison d^Arrit, There is 
ft good artesian well and waterworks 
at Niort. Rly. to Breeauire (Rte. 61). 

21 m. Surgeres Stat. There is a 
Ch. here of the 12th cent. 

6 m. Aigr^emlle ixmo^. Stat. (Buffet.) 
The rly. divides, one branch going to 
Mochelle, the other to Bochefort, (See 
Rte. 62.) 

12 m. Xa.BooheUfi Stat, (/nn; H. 
de France.) This third-ratefortress, and 
cheerful commercial town, is situated 
on the shore of the Bay of Biscay, facing 
the lies de K^ and d'OUron. It was 
capital of the district called the Pays 
Aunis, and is now chief town of the 
Bept. de la Charente Inferieure. Be- 
fore its memorable siege of 1628, it 
had a population of 27,000 ; at present 
it contains only about 18,720. 

Bathe : Bams de BioheUeu, and 
"otherB OB the shore. 

Its little port is entirely inclosed by 
the buildings of the town^ and consistis 
of an outer tidal basin, and an inner 
wet dock, protected by a pier, and 
flaidtied at its entrance on either side 
by the round towers of La ChaSne and 
St. Nicholas, built in 1418 out of the 
remains of the castle. A quay, planted 
with trees, runs roimd the harbour, 
and torm9 an agreeable promenade, 



Its chief commerce consiBts in the 
exportation of the brandy made in the 
adjoining districts of TAunis, the finest 
in France, of wine, com, and flour. 

At low water, the remains of the 
famous dyke, thrown out into the sea 
by order of Richelieu during the siege 
of 1623-29, and which contributed 
mainly to the surrender of the town, 
by interrupting all supplies and suc- 
cour from England, are distinctly 
visible. This long pile of stones, 
stretching for a distance of 1640 yds. 
from the point of Coreille to that of 
Fort Louis, was built by the engineer 
Metezeau. Near it is Ze Mail, a 
pleasant promenade. 

Of the Gothic Ch, of St. Laurent 
there remain a ruined W. porch, rich 
in sculpture, and a fine tower, to which 
a modern ch. is annexed. 

In the ffStel de Ville, a handsome 
building in the style of the Renais- 
sance, of the time of Francis I., is 
shown the chamber in which the 
heroic Guiton accepted the office of 
mayor on the eve of the siege, "on 
condition," said he, ''that I be al- 
lowed to plunge into the heart of 
any one who speaks of surrender the 
dagger which I hold in my hand, 
which I insist shall be placed on the 
table of the council-chamber where we 
meet, to be used against myself first, 
should I be weak enough to propose a 
capitulation." Influenced by so ob- 
stinate a spirit of resistance, the citi- 
zens held out for 14 long months 
against the vast force brought against 
them, commanded by Cardinal Riche- 
^eu in person, and supported by the 
presence of Louis XIII. At length, 
when famine, which followed the vigi- 
lant blockade established on the land 
side, by throwing up lines 3 miles 
long, and by the dyke before-men- 
tioned drawn across the harbour, had 
reduced the numbers of the besieged 
^om 27,000 to 5000, La Rochelle, the 
bulwark of the Protestant cause in 
France, which had remained in the 
hands of the Huguenots since the first 
unsuccessful siege of 1573, was yielded 
up to the king, and its fortifications 
levelled, except the two ^wew at tU^ 
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mouth of the harbour. The ill succesg 
of the two expeditions fitted out by 
Charles I., whose favourite, Bucking- 
ham, contributed to the failure of the 
first by his incompetence, and who 
was assassinated by Felton while about 
to assume the command of the second, 
prepared the way for its fall. The 
town never regained its previous pros- 
perity, though Protestants are still 
numerous here. By its capture, Riche- 
lieu destroyed the political influence 
of the Calvinists in France. The chair 
of Guiton, and the council-table of 
marble, are still preserved in the H. 
de Ville. His house, in the Rue 
Guiton, is also pointed out-^a build* 
ing in the style of the Renaissance, 
flanked with tourelles. Six or eight 
of the old town gates remain : the Tour 
de la Lanteme, a conspicuous struc- 
ture, surmounted by a spire, is. of the 
end of the 14th cent. 

The Gothic Forte de VHorloge, of 
the 16th cent., is another relic of 
the time of the Mege, and there are 
some old houses still standing which 
must also have existed at that me- 
morable period. Such was the extreme 
misery to which the inhabitants were 
reduced, that one of them declared 
that for a whole week he had kept his 
child alive solely by blood drawn from 
his own veins. One of the articles of 
capitulation was, that Guiton should 
continue in the ofi&ce of mayof , retain- 
ing all his dignities : he is lost sight 
of, however, after the siege. 

The town was again fortified by 
Vauban in the reign of Louis XIV. 
Thte tower of the church of 8t, 8au- 
veur, the loftiest in the place, how 
used a;^ a shot-lower, commands from 
its top an extensive view. About 
2 m. off the shore, is the Be d^Aix, 
opposite the mouth of the Charerite: 
the fort and batteries upon it, defend- 
ing the entrance of the roads, were 
captured by the English 1757, but 
have been greatly strengthened since 
that tinle. 

There is an EtaUissement des Bains 
here, situated on the Promenade or 
Mail, a grove of trees stretching along 
the shore. Much salt is made near the 
town, by evaporating the sea-wat^r, 



Roohelle is the birthplace of Reau- 
mur, the celebrated entomologist, 
after whom a thermometric scale is 
named, and of Billaud de Varennes, 
member of the National Convention. 

A few miles from the coast, opposite 
Rochelle, is the Tie de R€, well Imown 
to English cruisers. It contains about 
5600 Inhab. The town of St. Martin 
resisted successfully the attacks of the 
English under the Duke of Bucking- 
ham in 1628. At St. Martin are the 
ruins of an ancient abbey and two very 
old churches. The strait between the 
lie de R6 and the mainland is called 
the Pertuis Breton^ and that between 
the He de R^ and Oleron the Pertuis 
(fAntioche, There is nothing remark* 
able on Oleron (10,000 Inhab.) which, 
however, was in early times celebrated 
for the enterprise of its traders. 



Returning to the atat. at Aigre- 
feuille, we reach 
3 m. Gif*e Stat., and 2 m. farther 

Eodhofert Stat. (Inns: H. des Stran- 
gers ; H, du Grand Baoha), a fortress of 
4th order, but standing third in im- 
portance among the naval arsenals of 
France, is built on the rt. bank of the 
Oharente, about 10 m. from its juno- 
tioh with the sea ; it contains 30,912 
Inhab. The river is deep enough to 
float vessels of large size abreast 
of thd town, having 20' ft. w&ter at 
ebb, and 40 ft, at the high tides: 
five forts at its mouth protect the 
doekyard from hostile approach. Its 
position is well chosen, owing to its 
vicinity to the roadstead formed at the 
embouchure of the Charente, by the 
protectioti of the islands of Re, Oleron, 
and Aix. In order further to defend 
the roadstead, a fort has been con- 
structed at their mouth, on a sand* 
bank called the Boyard, between the 
lie d'Aix and He d'OlA^n. Rochefort 
is quite a modern town, founded fi| 
1664 for the establishment of a dodc^ 
yard by Lo^is XIV., or ratheir by )^s 
minister Colbert, who saw the nepessity . 
for another military port and arsen^ 
on the 099«ft ^sides B^r^t, ItS JStreels 
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are built at right angles, and the only 
buildmgs of consequence are those con- 
nected with the Fort MUUaire or Dock- 
yard, Admission is given by the Major 
de^ la Marine, on application of the 
British consul. The motdel-room con- 
tains some curiosities. To describe 
the Baibnakers' shops, the cable-twist- 
^S loft, the workshops whose ma- 
chineiy is set in motion by steam, 
would be nearly to i-^eat what has 
been said of Brest and Cherbourg. 

The largest and most remarkable 
edifice here is the Hdpital de la Ma- 
f^ne, outside the town, consisting of 
nine separate masses of building, cqn- 
tainmg 1200 beds. It is excellently 
arranged, and well kept, cleanly in the 
extreme. There is a tolerable ana- 
tomical museum attached to it. 

Within ita precincts has been bored 
one of the deepest artesian wells , pierced 
in strata extending from the English 
greensand beds to the trios. It has 
reached 2758 English ft. ; that of Passy 
near Paris being only 1962 ft. ~ 

The town was originally unhealthy, 
owing to its low situation among the 



marshes ; but these have been drained, 
and fevers have become much less pre- 
valent. 

In the Grande Place is a fountain 
adorned with figures representing Old 
Ocean shaking hands with the Cha- 
rente! 

In 1809 Lord Cochrane penetrated 
into the Basque Roads, between the 
He de R^ and the He d'Ol^ron, with 
a small squadron, and burnt 4 vessels 
and captured 2 of the French fleet des 
tined for the W. Indies, he himself 
steering the leading fire-ship, carrying 
1500 barrels of powder and 400 shells, 
through the concentrated fire of 1000 
gims ! 

On the 3rd July, 1815, Kapoleon I. 
arrived at Bochefort, seeking to escape 
to America, and lodged at the Prefec- 
ture; but finding that the Bellerophou, 
an English line-of-battle ship, was at 
anchor in the Bade des Basques, and 
that there were no possible means of 
evading it, he went on board on the 
15th, and sailed for England, after in 
vain attempting to obtain a pledge of 
safe-conduct from Captain Maitland. 
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SECTION IV, 

LIMOUSIN— GASCONY—GUIENNE—T^E PYRENEES— NAVARRE— 

BfiARN-^LANGUEDOC— ROUSSILLON. 

PRELIMINART INFORBCATION. 

§ 1. Direotions for Travellers in the Pyrenees, Approaches and nearest Routes^ 
Starting-points, § 2. Scenery of the Pyrenees; comparison with the Alps; Crests, 
Meadows, § 3. Oaves, Lakes, Ports or Passes, Valleys. § 4. Cirques or Ouies, 
% b, A Dash into Spain, § 6. Inhabitants, § 7. Cagots, § 8. Sporting, 
§ 9. History, the English in the Pyrenees, Froissari, the Black Prince, Wellington, 
§ 10. Characteristios of the chief Watering^laces, the Baths, § 11, Works on 
the Pyrenees, § 12. Skeleton Tours, § 13. Pas^f>orts^ Accommodations, Inns, 
Conveyances, Oitides, Horses, Chaises a Portvurs. 



EOUTE PAGE 

70 Orleans to Limoges (RaHi- 
way) 260 
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Brive (Tulle), Capdenac, and 
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Agen and Montauban . . . 269 
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§ 1. DIRECTIONS FOR TRAVELLERS IN THE PYRENEES. — ^APPROACHES AND 

HOST DIRECT ROUTES. 

Several lines of Railway now convey travellers, in a few hours, from Paris to 
the threshold of the Pyrenees. 1. The best and quickest route is — Paris ; by 
Orleans ; Tours; Poitiers, Angouleme, and Bordeaux (10^ hrs.); and thence 
by X>ax to Pau (6 hrs.). There is also a branch rly. from Bordeaux, by Mont 
de Marsan, Aire, and Tarbes to Bagn^res de Bigorre, in 7 hrs.— total, 16^ and 
17i hrs. 

2. From Paris by Orleans, Vierzon, Limoges, Perigueux, Agen (14| hrs.), 
Toulouse, and Bagn^res dc Bigorre (7 hrs.). Total 22 hrs. Or from A^en by 
Auch, Mirande, Tarbes, and Bagneres de Bigorre, in 4^ hrs ; in all, 19 hrs. 
In point of absolute distance, this will be the most direct. 

.3. The Auvergne may be seen on the way by taking the Bourbonnais line 
from Paris, passing JSfevers, Moulins, Clermont, and Aurillac. Hence to 
Toulouse 

4. Paris, by Lyons, Avignon, Nimes, Montpellier, Toulouse, St. Gaudens, 
Tarbes, to Bagneres de Bigorre, Bly. This is a Ipng^r, but perhaps the most iD< 
terestiDf route, owing to the many Urge towns that can be visited on the way. 
Travellei:s pressed for time are recommended to go by Bordeaux and Pan, 
or Limoges, Pedgueux, Agen, and Auch, and return by Toulouse, Carcassonne, 
and l^arbonne, Nimes, Aries, Avignon, and Lyons^ 

The best starting points for making the tour of the Pyrenees will be Pau 
for those coming from the W., and Toulouse for travellers approaching from 
the K. or £. Tbose who do not intend to make a stay at any of the watering- 
places should dismiss their heavy baggage before they plunge into the moun- 
tains^ sending it on by railway, from the one extreme point of their intended 
tour to the other, from Pau to Toulouse, or vice versa. 

The watering-places of the Pyrenees, ensconced each in its own beautiful 
valley^ form good halting-places for the passing traveller who visits these moun- 
tains merely from curiosity to explore their beauties, and he may thus terminate 
almost every day's journey in a comfortable hotel, or at least in tolerable 
quarters. Almost every valley is accessible by a good carriage-road, but it 
stops at a certain distance, without surmounting the mountain ridge, or pene- 
trating into Spain, except in three places (see below). As there are few 
carriage roads over even the lateral ridges from one valley into another, those 
who travel in carriages must often retrace their steps down the valleys. 
Pedestrians and equestrians may pass, in most instances, by foot or bridle 
paths^ out of one valley into another across the secondary or lateral ridges 
-which separate them, and thus enjoy some of the finest scenery without going 
-twice over the same ground. 

Pedestrians should be warned pot to expect on the high mountunst of the 
5>yrenee8 those Chftlets to which they are accustomed to resort in the Alps. 
^^^WB £^® Q^'^ ^^P^ i^ ^^ upper pastures, nor is hay stored or cheese made. 
^he few shepherds crouch under shelves of rocks, or make a shed of a few 
f ough stones. As a general rule, the explorer must start from a low and hot 
-walley, and make a lottgf nsdent to reach the points of interest. Those who 
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would shorten their joumeys must be prepared to.biyouac out; and to enable 
them to d6 this, mould provide a sack to sleep in, as the custom-house 
officers do. 

The length of the portion of the chain of the Pyrenees running between the 
Mediterranean and tne Bay of Biscay, and forming the boundary line between 
France and 8pain, is estimated at about 270 m. The highest parts of the chain 
are near the centre, and it descends considerably towards the Mediterranean 
and the Gulf of Qascony. The highest summits do not occur on the oentral 
ridge or main chain, but on the buttresses running from it to the S., and 
therefore belong to Spain, Only one summit within the French frontier, the 
Vignen^ale, attains an elevation of 11,000 ft., while 3 in the Spanish portion of 
the chain exceed that measure. The average length of the valleys running up 
from the plain to the crest of the mountains is about 36 m. 

§ 2. Without doubt some of the finest scenery in France is to be found among 
the Pyrenees, which, though inferior in height, and on the whole in grandewr 
of scenery, number of snowy peaks, and area of glaciers, to the Alps, yet 
possess beauties peculiar to themselves, of which the Alps cannot boast. The 
sunny atmosphere, which they owe to their more southern latitude, gives a 
warmth or glow to the landscape which will in vain be sought farther to the 
N. ; and this genial climate, widle it banishes perpetual snow to a height of 
about 9000 ft. (•*. e, 1300 ft. above the Alpine snow-line), also spreads a richness 
of sylvan decorations over these mountains unparalleled in Swiss scenery. 
Heights which in a more northern region would either be condemned to naked- 
ness, or to a scanty growth of lichens^ are here clothed in verdure to the very 
top ; and precipitous rocks, elsewhere rejecting all vegetation, are tufted in 
every cranny and fissure with brushwood, especially with box, which thrives 
and spreads wonderfully. 

But the pride and chief charm of the Pyrenees are their vast forests, the 
seas of undulating foliage which clothe their sides and tops, not merely of 
dark monotonous firs but oaks and beech: examples of these are presented in 
the upper part of the Val d'Ossau, near Gabas, in parts of the Val d'At^lez, 
the Val d'Aure, and at Kouceraui. 

The meadows which carpet the lower slopes and bottom of the valleys equal 
if they do not fturpass those of Switzerland in intense verdure produced by irri- 
gation and sunshine, and approximate to the even surface of an English lavm; 
and while the plsiins of Languedoc and Provence are parched into a yellow desert, 
here the hues of spring are prolonged into summer and autumn, and the tra- 
veller is constantly refreshed by vernal gales. The valleys of the Pyrenees 
abound in glacier-marked rocks, which would lead the geologist to conclude 
that in comparatively recent epochs the glaciers must have been much more 
extensive tl^ at the present day. 

§ 3, The brawling rivers {Gaves is the local name, derived from the same 
Celtic root as our Avon) are remarkable, beyond those of almost any other 
country, for their excessive purity, and for tints resembling beryl and chryso- 
pi'ase. The waterfalls are inferior to those of Switzerland. , The finest are those 
of Conplan S. of Barege, and of Arse near Aulus. That of Gavamie, the loftiest 
in Europe but one (in Norway), th,ough 1300 ft. high, is a mere thread of water. 
Lakes are not wanting, but small in size and lying high uj) among the moun- 
tains, and difficult of access, and in this respect the inferiority of the Pyrenean 
mountains to those of Switzerland is most decided. The Lacs de Gaube, of 
Artouste (near Eaux-Chaudes), of Orredon, of Seculeijo (or Lac d*0o), and 
the Lac Bleu, though very interesting from tbe adjuncts of scenery, precipioes, 
and streamlets dashing into them, are mere mountain tarns. 

The chain of the Pyrenees has in a considerable degree the c^iaracter of a 
vast wall drawn from sea to sea, notched by frequent passes or cob, rarely 
more than 1000 ft. lower than the summit of the crest wMch surmoiuxts them. 
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BVom this reaaon^ and also from the indolent nature of the Spaniards, an 
from the strong smuggling interest, only four high roads are practicable for 
crossing the chain by carriage — 1. The Boute Tmp^iale, from Paris to Madrid, 
running parallel with the rly., close to the Bay of Biscay, from Bayonne to 
Irun. 2. The Bouie D^partementale, from Bayonne to Fampeluna, over the Col 
d'Urdax. 3. The road from Pau to Jaca, good only on the French side. 4. The 
E. Boate Imp^riale, from Petpignan, near the shores of the Mediterranean, over 
the Col de Pertus, to Pigueras. ' There are, however, at least 50 passes known 
to, and used by, the shepherds and mountaineers, most of them practicable 
on horseback, and several easily convertible into carriage-roads. They are 
here called ** Forts" a very expressive name, for in many instances they are 
literally doors cut in the crest of the mountains leading from France into 

Spain. The most striking of these are the "Brfeche de Roland," and the 

Port de Venasque, the passage of which reveals the grandest, and almost 

the only, view of the Maladetta, the giant of the Pyrenees. 
The valleys of the Pyrenees run nearly at rt. angles with the great dorsal 

ridge, descending from the central spine into the plain in a series of basins 

and gorges: the most considerable are the valleys of the Garonne and Ari^ge. 
The most beautiful on the French side of the chain are the Val d'Argelez 

(which no one should omit seeing), Yal d'Ossau, and valleys of the Gkironne, 

Adour, and Lys, Val d'Aure, and Val d'Aran. 
The most grand gorges are those leading from Pierrefitte to Cauterets and 

Luz, and that of Mahourat leading to Pont d'Espagne, and the approach to 

Eaux-Chaudes. 

§ 4. Several Pyrenean valleys have a termination quite peculiar to this chain 
— ^in &• Cirque or 0»fe (a local word, meaning pot, Liatin olla), a vast circle or 
semicircle, excavated in the mass of the mountain, walled round by precipices 
of great height, surrounding two-thirds or three-fourths of the basin, and leav- 
ing no opening but that by which the waters escape. The finest of these 
Cirques is that of Gavamie, at the head of the Val de Lavedan: its walls are 
loftiest and most perfect; that of Troumouse at the head of the Val d'H^as is 
larger, but not so deep: another occurs at the bottom of the Val Estaub^.' The 
nearest approach to this peculiar configuration of the vale head in the Alps is at 
Leuk ; but the precipices of the Gemmi, which wall it round, want the semi- 
circular arrangement, as well as the waterfalls, the towers, and cylinders of 
rock, which give the grand character to the scenery of Gavamie. 

The valleys of the Pyrenees are separated from one another by lateral ridges 
descending like ribs or buttresses from the great chain, over which the com- 
munication is maintained by minor cols, called PortilkmSj or in some parts 
Haurquettes. Such are the passes of the Tourmalet and of the Hourquettes 
d'Arreau and d'Aspiii. 

Most visitors to the Pyrenees make a point of ascending one of the high peaks 
in the viciiiity of the baths, either for the sake of the view, or to say they have 
been on such or such a peak: hence, ''Avez-vous fait quelques ascensions?" is a 
common inquiry. The mountain which may be ascended with least trouble, 
and which repays well by its prospect, is the Pic de Bergons, above Luz. The 
Pic du Midi de Bigorre, conveniently reached from either Bareges or Bagn^res de 
Bigorre, is loftier and more difficult. Less easy still are the Pic du Midi 
d'Ossau, the Br^he de Roland, and the Canigou in the E. Pyrenees; while the 
still more lofty Vignemale is no easy task to surmount, and the Mont Perdu is 
both difficult and dangerous — an exploit for a practised mountaineer ; and the 
Maladetta wears snow on its crest never trodden by human foot until 1842. 

§ 5. ^ Dash into Spaing of three or four days' duration, will add much to the 
variety and interest of a journey among the Pyrenees. The points whence it 
may he made with most advantage are either from Bayonne to St. Sebastian, the 
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antique town of Fontarabia, the land-looked harbour ef Passages, and the Pass 
of Bonceavalles, from £aux-Bonnes or Cauterets to the Baths of Panticoaay 
from Qavamie to Bujaruelo and Fanlo, or from Luchon to Venasque and the 
Yal d'Aran. The scenery on the Spanish side of the Pyrenees is perhaps grander 
and wilder than on the French. Those who attempt to explore it must be 
prepared to ''rough it;" they will encounter a rude people, poor villageSy 
accommodation of the very worst kind, yet expensive, paths scarcely pass- 
able, and cookery nauseous to those unused to it, owing to oil and garlic 
The sudden transition from France to Spain, the total mfEerence of people, 
language, manners, habitations, food, combined with the grander features of 
the mountain scenery, yield the chief i^st to such a journey. It is scarcely 
practicable to travel in Spain, away from railroads and the chief cities, without 
a guide or a servant who knows the country and language unless you speak 
Spanish. N.B. In Spain always make a iMurgain on entering an Inn. The 
fare is not generally attractive, but you may generally count on tolerable 
bread and good chocolate. An invitation to one of the Spanish Bullfights, 
which are held every year in all the large towns of the K. of Spain, may tem.pt 
some to penetrate farther into the country. (See the Handbook fob, Tbjl- 
TELLERS IN Spain.) 

§ 6. The inhabitants of the Pyrenees, composed of various races, interesting 
for their antiquity, customs, costumes, &c., are worthy of the attention of 
the traveller. At the W. extremity of the chain, S. of Bayonne, are the 
Basques, the aborigines of W. Europe, who have seen Carthagijiians, Celts, 
Romans, Goths, Saracens, pass before them, and still remain in possession of 
their mountain home, part in France, part in Spain, speaking a language, the 
Euskarian, which has nothing in common with any other of Europe. (See 
Rte. 77.) 

The peasantry of B^am, who occupy the beautiful Val d'Ossau and its tribu- 
taries, the land of Henri IV., in the midst of which ^e spent the years of 
childhood, are a fine race, retaining, with their very peculiar patois^ much 
of their primitive simplicity of manners, and their ancient costumes ; the 
men wearing the berret or cap, like the Lowland bonnet of the Scotch, and a 
red sash round the waist ; the women covering their heads with the red hood or 
capulet. In the E. Pyrenees the people of Foix and Boussillon have a consider- 
able resemblance, in character, dress, and language, to the Catalans of Spain. 

Independently of the Basque language, the inhabitants of the Pyrenees speak 
different dialects of the Komance tongue, Gascon, Beamais, Catalan, &c. 
Most of them, however, can speak French. The French spoken S. of Bor- 
deaux has a somewhat English sound, and is pronounced much as Froissart 
spelt it. 

§ 7. The proscribed and outcast race called Cagots exists at present more in 
tradition than in reality among the Pyrenees. Individuals of this class are no 
longer to be identified, although there are still families said to be descended 
from them, but the ban of caste no longer hangs over them, as in 
1793 the French Revolution gave them the rights of other men. In many 
of the village churches are separate entrances, and holy-water basins, which 
were made for the use of the Cagots; also low windows, to enable them 
to see mass celebrated. There are various theories to account for their 
origin and name, none of them satisfactory — for example, that they are the 
descendants of the Goths, dispossessed of Aquitaine by Clovis — ''chiens de 
Goths," whence Cagots, by a somewhat forced derivation. 2nd. That they 
sprang from the Saracens who stayed behind in France after their defeat by 
Charles Martel in the 8th centiu^. 3rd« That they were lepers, banished from 
human haunts for fear of infection; or, what seems more probable, fugltivea 
tainted with heresy and driven apart from the community by the prejudice* 
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ftod aversion of the Bomlsh priesthood. They are now nearly lost through 
intermixture with the mass of the population.* 

$ 8. T^ Sportmum will find oceupation among the Pyrenees in the pursuit 
of the bear, the wolf, tha ibes or hou^pietm, and the chamoia or izard, though 
these animals are growing rarer every year* The houquetin, eepeeikHy, is 
almost extinot ; if anywhere, he may be found on the Midadetta^ The issard 
is not uncommon, and the beat localities for enjoying this chase will be from 
Eaux-Bonnes, where are capital guides (see Rte. 83)> the snow-fields of the 
Vignemale, the Mont Perdu, and the Maladetta, or in the Spanish Val de 
Broto. 

The izard is hunted either by stalking, in the manner in which the red deer 
is stalked, though with much more difficulty and danger, amidst precipices, 
glaciers, and snow-fields, until, affcer a tedious pursuit, the huntsman may have 
the chance of a steady shot, or by driving the animals by guides and mountain 
BhofheiTda towards the spot where the sportsman is posted. Success in this case 
entirely depends on the knowledge possessed by the guides of the habits and 
haunts of the izard. 

The rivers are so much netted as greatly to interfere with the sport of 
angling ; a scientific fisherman, however, would doubtless find scope for the 
exercise of his rod among its innumerable Gaves and mountain streams. An 
establishment for salmon pisciculture has been opened at Cambo» 

§ 9. History and Antiquities. — ^The passage of the Pyrenees by Hannibal, and 
afterwards h^ Ceasar, with large armies, are the; earliest events of importance 
connected witli these mountains. The pass by which they crossed was that of 
Perthus, at the £. end of the chain. Charlemagne's advance into Spain, in 778, 
was through that of Jkmcevaux, where he rec^ved the memorable check so 
celebrated in history and romance, chiefly at the hands of the hardy moun« 
taineers, th3 Basques, who fell upon his rear guard while entangled in the 
defiles, and killed many of his ''paladins and peers," amongst them the 
renowned Roland, who has left his name upon the highest mountain ridge of 
the chain in the so-called Br^che, cleft through the rock, according to the 
tradition, by a swashing blow of his sword Burandal. The valleys and passes 
of the Pyrenees, like those of all other border countries, abound in castles and 
watch-towers, relics of feudal times, w^^ii '^^ <^<^ rapine was the business 
,of a great portion of the inhabitants, especially of all who claimed to be noble 
or gentle. Those who would know something of the history of these ruined 
hill forts, and of the mode of life of those who occupied them in the 14th 
century, of the marauding expeditions which went out from them on border 
forays, to harry the cattle or fair fields of some neighbouring chief, of ambus- 
cades to rob the burgess of the neighbouring towns of his merchandise, or 
capture some wealthy ecclesiastic or seigneur of eminence, and clap him into 
the deep dungeon until a ransom was paid, must refer to the deligntful pages 
of Froissarfs Chronicles, the oldest and hest handbook for the Pyrenees, which 
he traversed and threaded in various directions, picking up anecdotes for his his- 
tory. In his time many of these strongholds were held by English garrisons for 
the Black Prince, the province of Gkiscony, with Bigorre, having heen ceded to 
the English as part of the ransom of the French king, John, captured at Poi- 
tiers. The tradition of the country, indeed, attributes the buildmg of some of 
the castles to the Black Prince. He led an English army into Ifavarre, to 
reinstate 'Peter the Cruel on the throne of Spain, through the pass of Honce- 
vaux, the scene of the " dolorous rout " of Charlemagne. 

Four centuries and a half later the Pyrenees onc6 more becfime connected 
with English history, and in a more glorious cause. ' 

** Many of these romantic heights are endeared to an Englishman by the 

• Th« b«t aceonnt of the Oasoto b contained in the * I|i«olra das Raeos VMudkee de U Fnuio^ 
«t 4e r&pftfo^i P^ ^* ^* MicneV P»i«t 1^47 ; lui exoellenl wovk, and reliable authority. 
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recollection of gallant deeds of British valour performed at the close of the 
FeninBular war." — 8, To visit the scenes of the masterly passage of the Bidas* 
seoy and of iiie Adoui* below Bayonne, the spot where ihe fatal sortie took 
](»lace under the walls of that fortress, the heights of Orthez^ and those when 
the hard-contested but decisive and final battle of Toulouse was fought, cannot 
but add to the interest of the journey. It will augment tiie satisfaction of an 
Englishman, on visiting the theatre of the war, to know that the British com- 
mander, soicur from displaying the insolence of a conqueror on entering the 
French territory, took measures to repress rigidly all acts of plunder on the 
part of his troops, by very severe discipline. Ko inconsiderable di£S.culty wk 
at^rst experienced in restraining the Spaniards, smarting under the oppression 
and wrongs inflicted on their fatherlatid by the soldiery of the country whidi 
they then entered in triumph, and expecting to avenge upon its inhabit* 
ants the injiuies they themselves had suJOPered. The firmness of the British 
commander, however, succeeded in alleviating, as fSeur as possible, the horron 
of war to the Freneh : the two following extracts, one from a general cider 
of the Duke issued after the passage of the Bidassoa, the other from a letter 
written by him to a Spanish officer, will show how great care he took to 
effect this. 

Generai Order. — " The Commander of the Forces is particularly desirous that 
the inhabitants should be well treated, and private property must be respected, 
as it has beeti hitherto. 

** The officers and soldiers of the army must recollect that their nations are 
at war with France, solely* because the ruler of the French nation will noi 
allow them to be at peace, and is desirous of forcing them to submit to his 
yoke ; and they must not fdrget that the worst of the evils suffered by the 
enemy in his profligate invasion of Spain and Portugal have been oocasioned 
by the irregularities of the soldiers, and their cruelties authorised and encou- 
raged by their chiefs towands tlie unfortunate and peaceful iuhabitanta of the 
country. 

" To revenge this conduct on the peaceable inhabitants of France would be 
unmanly and unworthy of the nations to whom the Commander of the Forces 
now addresses himself ; and, at all events, would be the occasion of Bimilar 
and worse evils to the army at large than those which the enemy's army have 
suffered in the Peninsula ; and would, eventually, prove highly injurioun to 
the public interests." ♦ » * 

To General , a Spanish Officer, — " I did not lose thousands of men to 

bring the army under my command into the French territory, in order that 
the soldierd might plunder and ill-treat the French peasantry, in positive dis- 
obedience to my orders \ and I beg that you and your officers will understand, 
that I prefer to have a small army that will obey n^y orders, and preserve dis- 
cipline, to a large co^e that is disobedient and imdisciplined ; and that, if the 
measures which I am obliged to adopt to enforce obedietice and good orda 
occasion the loss of men and the reduction of my force, it is totally indifferent 
to me ; and the fault rests with those who, by the neglect of their duty, suffer 
their soldiers to commit disorders w)iich must be prejudicial to their oountry." 
— Wellington Dispatches, 

§ 10. Hot Springs — Character of the Watering -Pla^a — Baths in the I^yrenees. 
—The bounty with which !^ature has poured forth, throughout the whob 
range of the Pyrenean miountains, mineral sources of healing quality, of yariovi 
kinds, adapted to the various ills which flesh is heir to, is truly surprising, 
and an interesting natural phenomenon. It has been calculated that in the 
whole chain there are. not lees than 200 springs, many of them at ^ hi^ 
temperature. It has been observed that they usually issue near the junction 
of the primitive or igneous rocksy as granite, ophite, or porphyry, with some sedi- 
mentary formation, chiefly Ihnefttone. ■ llie value of thede natural remedies 
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was not unknown to the Romans, traces of whose construotions have been 
discovered near many of the hot sources. At present the French in vaat 
numbers resort to the various watering-places during the summer and 
autunm. English travellers have been comparatively few hitherto. 

The following is a brief list of the principal watering-places, beginning from 
the W., with a notice of the nature of their mineral waters. 

Eaux-Bonnes, — ^A fashionable resort, consisting of a row of fine tall houses, 
chiefly modem, and Parisian in style, in a wild mountain nook. The water is 
salphureous. This place is much frequented by persons afflicted with com- 
plaints of the lungs. Very good accommodation. 

Eaux'Chavdes. — ^Water sulphm*eou8, nearly like Eaux-Bonnes, from which it 
is only 3 m. distant ; good but limited accommodation, romantic floenery 
around. 

Cauterets, — Sulphureous waters* A neat mountain town, in an upland 
valley surrounded by colossal peaks. Plenty of accommodation, and good ; 
also a place of fiEU»hionable resort. In autumn frequented by many Spaniards. 
Climate bracing, if not cold, from the elevation of the site. Excursions nu- 
merous. Its waters and site are considered efficacious in bronchial complaints 
and rheumatism. 

St. Sauveur, — Feebly sulphureous. An attractive watering-place of a few ' 
dozen lodging-houses. Charming walks ; fine scenery around. 

Bareges, — ^A perfect hospital, thronged with invalids ; inferior accommoda- 
tion ; a village in a dreary gorge, which nothing but the hope of recovering 
health' would render endurable beyond an hour or two ; yet the efi&caoy of its 
waters is astonishing, and in a medical. point of view it deserves its celebrity, 
more extended over Europe than that of any other Pyrenean watering-place; 
It is often quite full in the season, and lodgings dear. A keen atmosphere, 
owing to its great elevation. 

Bagnh-es de Bigorre. — Saline springs ; one ferruginous. A considerable town, 
much more thau a mere watering-place, seated just within the roots of the 
Pyrenees on the verge of the plain, and not much raised above it ; climate 
warm. Varied amusements and reirources; pleasant escurslonsj The tepid 
baths are efficacious only for slight cpmploints. 

Bagneres de Luchon, — One of the gayest, most luxurious watering-places in 
Europe ; magnificently situated in the bottom of a basin surrounded by moun- 
tains ; resorted to for pleasure as well as cure. Its waters are sulphureous and 
hot — efficaciotis in rheumatic and cutaneous affections. There ^e ehsimiing 
excursions in its vicinity. 

In the Eastern Pyrenees : — 

Us8<U and Ax, in the valley jof the Ari^ge, amid grand acetiery ; provided 
with comfortable and improving hotels and bath-houses. The waters of Ussat 
are saline, and specially efficacious in nervous complaints : those of Ax are 
sulphureous. 

Vemet, frequented at all seasons, owing to the mildness of i^ climate, on 
the W. slope of the Canigou. Coznfortable accommodation at the Thermes. 

Am^ie les Bains,' in the narrow gorge of the Tech valley, 800 ft. high, yet 
sheltered ; chiefly chosen as a Station d'hiver ; sulphur baths ; vapour inhaled 
for chest complaints and riieumatism. Comfortable winter accommodation for 
invalids at the Thermes ; charges moderate. Very pleasant until May. I'oq 
hot in summer. 

At every French watering-place there is a medical inspector apjpointed by the 
Qovemment, and invalids intending to take a course of the waters had better 
put themselves in communication with him. He will assist them respecting 
lodgings, and assign to them a fixed hour for bathing, which they will retain 
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during the time of their stay; it is said that without his order baths cannot 
be obtained : that may be the case with permanent bathers, but a passing 
traveller will find no difficulty in obtaining a bath. 

The Bath ff&itses (Etahliasements Thermah) of i^e Pyrenees are, in some in- 
stances, behind those of Germany in orderly and medical arrangement ; they 
have, however, been much improved since 1852, and a grand exception is 
afforded by the bath-houses at Bagn^res de Luchon, Eaux-Bonnes, &c. In 
some places, the cabinets de bain are still dark hot cells ; the baths themselves, 
though of marble, mere troughs, resorted to only by those who need^ and are 
thoroughly convinced of their sanative power. 

§ 11. Works on the Pyrenees; Map, — The best descriptions of the Pyrenees 
are the works of Bamond (the Saussure of these mountains), ' Observations 
dans les Pyrenees,* and '.Voyages au Mont Perdu.* Joanne, 'Itineraire 
des Pyrenees,* Paris, Hachette, 1858, is considerably indebted to this Handbooky 
which had preceded it 16 yeai's. To both of these works the small 'Guide 
to the Pyrenees,* of Charles Packe, is under obligation ; but it is a good book, 
based on personal observation, and likely to be useful to those bent on high 
mountain expeditions, and anxious to dispense with guides. * Les Grandea 
Ascensions des Pyr^n^es,* par Count Henri Russell Killough, is a very handy 
book for pedestrians. Dr. Macpherson's Baths and Wells of Europe, 2nd edit., 
1873, gives an admirable account of the medicinal waters of France, the 
Pyrenees, &c., and will be found very iideful to English and American 
invalids going abroad. Lawlor's 'Pilgrimages iti the Pyrenees and Landes,' 
Longmans, 1870 ; and Count Henry Russell's ' Pau and the Pyrenees,* Long- 
mans, 1871, are useful books. 

Nos. 226 to 258 inclusive, of the French d^pot de la Guerre maps, include the 
whole of the Pyreneeii, scale ^^, price 4 fit. each sheet. 

The map of the central part of the chain, engraved expressly for this Hcmd- 
booh, renders any other map almost unnecessary: it is an accurate reduction 
from the 'Trigonometrical Survey* published by the French Government. 



§12. fiip^lSTON TOUB or THBEE OR FOUft WEEKS, tO INCLUDE THE MOST 
INTERESTING OBJECTS IN THE W. PYRENEES. 



Pau. Starting-point to-H- 
Eaux-Bonnes and Eaux^Chaudes. 
Qabas. 

* Col de Tortes — ^new caniage road 
passing near it. 

Val d'Azun. 

Argelez, or Pierrefitte. 

Oautereto. 

* Bont d'Espagne, Lac de Ganbe. 
[or from *Eaux-Chaudes to Panticosa 
in Spain, retu^auog by Pont d*Espagne 
to Cauterets.j 

Goige of Pierrefitto. 
Luz, or St. Sauveur. 
Gkivamie. 

* Br^che de Roland, back to Luz 
[or to Bi^aruelo and Fanlo in Spain, 
and baokt. 

* Val d*H^aa. 

* Yignemale. 
Bareges. 



Tourmalet, 

* Pic du Midi de Bigorre. 
Bf^^r^s de Bigorre. 

* Lac Bleu. 

Hourquette d* Aspin — carriage road. 
Arreau. 

Trameeaigues and the Upper Val 
d*Aure. 

Port de Peyresourdes. 
Bagn^res de Luchon. 

* Liac d'Oo and Iiacs Glaoes. 
Val de Lys. 

* Port de Venasque, Venasque, 

Viella 
St. Beat, in Val d'Aran. 
Montrejeau and 
Toulouse by Rail. 

N.B, This mark * denotes places 
which cannot be reached in carriages, 
but only on horseback or foot. 



Sect. IV. 
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P»U| Eaux-Chaudes and Eauz- 
Bonnes. 

Col de Torteg (Rte. Thermale), 
Arrens, Ai^gelez^ Cauterets. 

Berrefitte, Luz, Gavamie, Bareges. 

Tourmalet, Bagn^res de Bigorre, 
Valley of Gripp, Arreau. 

Port d« Peyrosouxdes, Luchon. 



Cierp, St. Beat. 

St. Gaudens.. 

Bt. Girona, Foix^ Ax. 

ToulouBe. 

N.B, Ladies may be carried up to 
most of the points of interest m a 
chaise h porteurs. 



FORTNIGHT TOUR. 



'«. 



1 Bordeaux to Dax and Pau by railway; 6 hours. 

2 At Pau; visit castle, &c. Carriage to Eaux-Chaudes, Val de Gabas. 

3 To Panticosa: a long day. 

4 Across Port de Manndaou to Cauterets. 

5 To Lac de Gaube and back. 

6 Carnage to Lus and Gavamie. 

7 Ascend to Br^he de Roland, and return to Luz, 

8 Bagttdres de Bigorre, by the Tourmalet. 

9 To Bagn^s de Luchon, by Col d'Aspin. 

10 At Luchon. 

11 Ride to Port de Venasque. 

12 Ride to Lac d'Oo. 

13 Ride to Val d'Aran. 

14 DUtgenoe and Rail to Toulouse. 



CnmSBABT OV THB rBBMCH PVRENBBfl FROM BOfRDBAUX TO PERPIONAN. 

Days, Night Qwtrters, Obfects of Interest, 

^ISayonne (Cathedral, — Citadel, — Guards* Cemetery. — 

2) *' ' \ Biarritz. 

[ 3lSt. Sebastian and back, jLrun and Fuentarabia, curious Spanish towns. — 
4/ by Bail. I See Citadel of St. S< and walk to Passages. 

\(Tnn : H. d^ France) on the slope of a hill, crowned 

by the citadel. 
Arrange about passport, horses, &c., at St. Jean. — 
Drive to Valcarlos, 7 m. : thence 3 hrs.' walk or 
ride to Roncevaui.— -A poor village. — ^The Abbey 
is teuantless ; but there is an Inn. 
By Maul^on (Bdtel Habiague), a Basque town, and 

Tardets. 
jBedous, best sleepiug-place, but poor. — Fort of 

Urdos. 
[Cross from Escot by' the Col de Marie Blanche, 
and Plan de Benou (the bed of a former lake)> to 
Bielle in Val d'Ossau. 
Ascent of Pic du IQdi d'Ossau, from Eaux-Chaudes. 



5 St. Jean Pied de Port. 

y|Rono8Bvalle8, 15 m. 

9 Oloron. 

9 Val d' Aspe, 

lOlEaux^Chaudes; Val 
111 d'Osnu. 



12 Pau. 

13 Eaux-Bonnes. 
U Or if you do not w}sh (Cross Col de Tortus ftnd d^^c^»4 Val 4'A»un to 

tOYWitPw, \ ArgeJ^s^t 
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J)ay8. Night Quarters, 

15 Argeles. 

16 Cautereto. 

17 Fantiooaa. Baths, 

18 Gavaraie. ' 

19 Luz. 



§ 12. Skeleton Tours. 



Ptbenees. 



{ 



[By Bareges and the 
20< Tourmalet to Bag- 
n^res de Bigorre. 



21 
22 



\ Bagn^res de Bigorre. 

23 Arreau. 

IAragnouet or Hospioe 
de Coubise; miger- 
able quarters. At 
Castels^ ohez le 
I garde forestier; 
^ clean. 

26 Arreau. 

27 Bagneres de Luchon. 

28 Luchon or Venasque 



29 Val d'Aran; Lez. 

30 Cierp or Luchon. 

Q- fSt, Berti'and de Com- 
X minges. 

32 St. Gaudens. 

33 Foix, . 

34 Taraflcon. 



35 
36 



>Ax or Mt. Louis. 



g}vemet, 



Objects of Interest, 

Argelez. — ^St. Savin. — ^Pierrefitte. 

Ascend Monn^; 10 hrs. up and down, 
i Visit, on the way, the Pont d'Espagne and Lac de 
t GUiube. 

Cirque de Qavamie cascade and Br^he de Roland, 

{Church. — ^Pio de Bergons. — St. Sauveur. If Val 
d'H^ also^ sleep at Gavamie and soale the 
Br^he neSLt day. 
By Bareges, which may be seen en passant. Tom 
off at foot of Tournmet, and ride up by the Lao 
d'Oncet to the top of the Pio du Midi. Sleep 
at Gripp, if unable to reaoh Bagneres. Start 
early. 

(See marble -works. — ^Baths. — Walks. — ^Visit Lao 
I Bleu.— Pio du Midi de Bagn&res. 
( Ascend P6ne d6 TH^ris, Cross th© CoX d'As^ 
\ to Arreau. 

(Ascend Val d'Aure by Vielle Aure, beyond ^hlch 
it divides into several branches* That oalled Val 
d'Aragnouet and Gorge de Couplan ooatajoi 
magnificent mountain scenery, forests, oascades. 
— ^Betum to Arreau, 

{Ascend Val de Louron to Lac d'Oo, descend Val 
d*0o to Luchon. 

Val de Lys. — Go or return by Super Bagn&res. 
fPort de Venasque — ascending Vallee de le 
Pique — Trou du Taureau — ^returning by Port 
de la Piquade, to Luchon. N,B. This excursioii 
may be extended to Venasque, and round 
ihQ Maladett^ to VidaUfes and VieU% in. the Val 
d'Aran. 

^By Port de Portillon to (£il or Sources de U 
Gkurpnne by Castel Leon and Viella. — Sleep at 
Baths of Lez. 

Below Lez the finest pdrt of Val d'Aran.— St. Beat. 

See the church and remains of Lugdunum Con- 
venarum below the town. — Ride up Val de 
Barousse to Maul^on. The mountaim are 
pierced with cavemB. 

{Hontrejeau' Stat, oh .rly. to St. Gaudens by La 
Basse Grotte de dargai, 5 m. from St« Ber- 
trand, near Tibiran; 
By Ba£L; which, though a circuit, is the quickest. 
(Visit Iron Mines of Vicdessos, in th« upper 
i valley of the Ariege. 

Cross to Puycerd^ and Bourg Madame by Puy- 
morin. Arrange with the Douane to take a 
horse across the frontier. Sleep at Booij^ Jii- 
dame or at La Cabj^nasse below, the foxireas «f 
Mt. Louis. 
Ride by Olette down Vale of Tet. 
Ascend Canigou : must start early. 
Next day, by rail, to Perpignan, and by dilisencf 
^0 A«^^i^ les Baifts'^ 
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§ 13. PASBPOBTS—OONYIiTANCES— ACCOMMODATION FOB TBAYELLEBS. 

Passports. — ^Those who mean to enter Spain should obtain a Spanish Consurs 
visa at Bordeaux or Bayonne, to prevent their being mi^aken for refugees or 
Bmugglers, though passports are not offcen asked for in the mountains, but 
may be required on re-entering France — they should also provide themselves 
with the Spanish Hakdbook. 

Railways^ PubUc ConoeyanceSy ^o. — The lines of rly. have penietrated into the 
valleys of the Pyrenees, and branch lines now extend from Pau and Tarbes to 
Bagn^res de Bigorre ; from Boussens on the line from Tarbes to Toulouse, 
to St. Girons ; from Toulouse to. Foix ; from. OareassonUe up the valley of the 
Ari^ to limoux and Quillan, and soon will from Kontrejeau to Bagn^res de 
Luohon, from all of which the most interesting sites to which wheel convey «■ 
ftQceg am reach can be arrived at by vehicles in attendance on the arrival of 
ihs treuns; and good diligences traverse the whole of the Ro\de Thermah, a fine 
road skirting the mountains, and uniting the principal spaa. 

/nw.— The best hotels are at Pau, Eaux-Bonnes, and Luchon; tolerable inns 
atCauterdts, Luz, and Bagn^es de Bigorre. The traveller must not expect 
anything like Swiss comfort, although the inns at the Pyrenean wateritig-places 
have greatly improved as regards cleanliness and cookery of late years. 

The charges vsoy mu6h, especially for rootns, according to the seasoU, rising 
exorbitantly in July and August, when there is a great influx of visitors. Pro- 
virions are cheap.-— Bed, 1 f. 50 c. to 4 f. ; dinner (table-d'hdte), 3 f . to 4 f . 5 
breakfast k la fourohette, 2 f. to 3 frs. ; tea or coffee, 1 fr. 50 c. On ordinary 
occasions the traveller's expenses ought not to exceed 10 f. per diem; and if he 
stops a week or longer in an hotel, he may often bargain for 8 f. The chance 
traveller is often asked 3, 4i or 5 f. for the worst bedroom during a single night 
in the season. 

Izard venison, game of different kinds, ortolans, truffles, mountain-ia^ut, 
green figs, and strawberries, are amo]:^t the prixioipal idelioaoies qf the table 
in the Pyrenees. 

The remote valleys — ^Val d'Aiun, Val d'Aure, and all those on the Spanish 
side — are miserably off for inns. Good chocolate may generally be had, but 
travellers should always take provisions thither, such to biscuits, tea, '^old 
fowls, ham, brandy, &c. &o. 

Riding horses, or rather ponies, not bad looking, hardy, capable of work, and 
well used to the mountains, are kept at all the watering-places. The charges 
vary according to the distance, usually 5 1 a day, not inoluding the feed. 
For any excursion not lasting beyond the day, horses can be ]iir<ed foi: the ride,, 
as at an Bnglish watering-place, without any attendant. . 

Guides. — ^Thefe are trustworthy professional guides, well acquainted with 
the mountains^ and many of them capital mountaineers and skilful sports* 
men; though not, perhaps, so good as the guides of Switaerland or Savoy,- 
The best are to be mot with at EaUx-Bonsfis, Canierets, Luz> Bagn&res de Bl-- 
^rre and Luchon. The pedestrian should reibember that aa tho guides let 
out horses, they do all in their .power to disdoursge excursions on foot. A^ 
good plan for those who wish to walk is to inquire for an izard hunter. These 
m&i are used to walking, and well aoquaioited with the mountains.. A guide 
neeeives 6 or 7 f. a da^, feeding and lodging himself. A horse must be pro- 
vided for him, tmless the traveler is willing to be retarded by bis following 
on foot. Return-money, for horse and many until ih» guide can reach hu 
homo from the place where he is dismissed, is genelrally expected. A guide 
is almost indispensable in Spain, to supply thi» deficiencies in the inns and to 
procure food, &o. The Sooi^t^ fiamond, at Bagti^res de Big^cffre, prints a listi 
pf ^des recommended f^t different 0t(itioos in the Pyrenees, 
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Pyrenees. 



It should be observed that the time charged as a day is longer, and the 
pace both on foot and on horseback faster than in Switzerland. The horses 
are good, and trot over the mountain-paths wherever they have an opportu- 
nity. No pedestrian can hope to keep up with them for the whole day. 
Where an hour's walk is mentioned in the followiiig pagos^ it must be under- 
stood to mean good walking. 

Dogs, Wolves, Bears, — In the mountains wolves and bears are now not 
common, but^ the flocks are guarded by remarkably fine savage dogs. These 
not unfrequently attack strangers, and the wanderer not armed with a revolver 
or thick stick may protect himself with stones. 

Chaises h PorUurtr, — There is scarcely an excursion oiF the high-roads, however 
distant, or a mountain-top, or other spot, however difficult of access, vrhich 
ladies may not reach by the aid of a chair on poles. Each lady will require 
from 4 to 6 bearers; the cost is 15 f. a day, and 3 or 4 f. pour boire. This 
conveyance hail been pronounced by a lady traveller ''at once the gentlest, 
safest, and most agreeable mode cf conveyance imaginable. The chairmen 
will go anywhere and everywhere; and instead of being rocked and jolted in a 
dislocating machine, those who cannot walk, and fear to ride, are carried about 
like petted children, without the risk of fatigue or the probability of danger.'* — 
Mrs, Boddington, 

A not unusual drawback to excursionising in the Pyrenees is the liability 
of the traveller to diarrhoea, which is variously attributed to the food, the 
waiter, the wine, and the heat. Few travellers escape an attack of this madady. 
It generally yields to the uaual remedies, but \& sometimes very obstinate and 
continues after the mountains have been left. 



ROUTE 70. 

ORLEANIS TO LIMOGES, RAILWAY 

(CHEHIN DB FER d'ORLXAKS). 

Orleans Kil. Miles. 

VieTaonStat f» 50 

Ch&tenuronx 142 88 

, Argenton . ]73 10) 

La Soatenalne 220 137 

Limoges 279 175 

JlaUtoay — This line nearly follows 
that of the old post-road traversing, 
as far as Vierzon, the district of La 
iSlolo^n^, noted for its barrenness ; a large 
part of it being waste land, heath, and 
eommon; a d^td flat of hungry sandy 
gravel, the surface slightly varied, and 
the scenery monotonous. The name 
Sologne (Segakmia) has been derived 
from ''segfde," seigle, rye, the crop 
chiefly produced on its unproductive 
soil. 

The Tly. on leaving Orleans makes 
a detour parallel to the £. Boulevard, 
and crosses the Loire by a flne bridge 
resting on the fie Charlemsigne^ passing 
near numeitous country houses of the 
inh^. of Orleans* It leaves the Chftteeu 
de la^Sounse and the riTer IfOir^t (Bte, 
4?) on the right, 



7 m. St Cyr en Val Stat. 

7 m. La Ferte St. Aubin Stat. At 
the entrance of this village, 1., stands 
the Ch&teau, once the property of the 
Danish general, Lowendahl, who served 
in the armies of France with Marshal 
Saxe, and was made Mar^chal de 
France for his share in the capture of 
Bergen-op-Zoom. It afberwsu^da be- 
longed to the Prince d'Essling, son of 
Marshal Massena. It is a low building, 
surroimded by water. The name 
Fert^, an old form of fortifi^, denotes 
the existence, in ancient times, of a 
castle, embattled and fortified by royal 
permission, granted to the seigneur. 

10 m. Lamotte Bettwon Stat. 

The Emp. Nap, III. made extensive 
purchases of land hereabouts in 1849, 
in order to make experiments for the 
improvement of the Sologne, and by 
scientific' agriculture to reclaim itfix>ni 
ite proverlnal state of a barren deeert. 

14 m. Nouan h FuxeUer Stat. Up to 
this place the country is desolate in ap> 
pearance, the only remarkable objects 
being the windmills. Beeis are reared, 
and honey produced in large qu^mtitiw 
heres^uts. 
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7 m. SaJhrU Stat, the Savldre is 
crossed. {tnUj H. de la Promenade.) 

8 m. TheiHay Stat. The i^ilway ^ow 
enters a deep cutting, followed oy the 
tunnel of L'Allouette, 1350 yds. long, 
to emerge into the valley of the Cher. 
After which, through a pretty country, 
reaches 

6 m. Vkrzm Jiinct. Stat. (Buffet).— 
[The railway to Bourges, Nevers, Mou- 
rin8,and Vichy (Bte. 101),here branches 
on 1. from the line to Limoges. Bra^uch 
I'ly. W. 70 m. to Tours by VUlefranche- 
BUrCher (with branch to Bamorantin) 
and Chenonceaux (see Bte. 53). J 

{Irms: H. de Boeuf ; H. des Messa- 
geries, noisy — both indifferent.) A 
town of 8221 Inhab., m the D^pt. du 
Cher. The Canal de Berry passes 
through it, and the Y^vre here joins 
the river Cher. The u-on of Berry, 
manufactured in furnaces not far from 
the town, is exported ; and coal is 
brought hither to smelt it; there ai*e 
^e pottery and hardware works, em- 
ploying 800 persons. At Vierzon the 
valley of the Cher is cheerful, and on 
its borders are some vineyards. The 
Elvre, the canal of the Loire, and the 
Cher, are crossed on quitting Vierzon. 

We have now entered the ancient 
province of Berry, and leave Band and 
Marsh for cultivation and vines : this 
iistrict has been called the Switzerland 
)f France. 

9 m. Chery Stat. 
3 m. JReuUiy Stat. 

6 m. 8t, Lizaigne Stat. Here are 
lome ironworks. 

5 m. Issoudun Stat. (Inns : H. . de 
^Vaace; H. Trois Hois.) A pretty town 
>f U,261 Inhab., in the centre of an 
igricultural district. On 1. is a ruined 
^und tower (Tour Blanche, M.H.) be- 
ongiug to a Castle ^ built in the time, of 
Kichard Ccsur-de-Lion, inhabited by 
^. VII. In the chapel of the Hotel 
^, close to the bridge and the Faub. 
t. Pateme, there is a Tree of Jesse 
iaborately sculptured. The Ch. of St. 
^yr has a fine flamboyant E. window 
dth good stained glass. i 

7 m. Neuvy PaUloux Stat. 

10 m. Cbdteauroux Stat. (Inns : H. 
te. Catherine ; H.de France; H. dela 
^romenade.) This town, capital of the 



D^pt. de rindre (Pop. 17,161), is of 
little interest to the ^ traveller,, but 
of considerable industrial importance, 
owing to its extensive jnanufacture of 
woollens. The wools of Berry are 
almost exclusively used in their fabri- 
cation. Some trade is also carried ou 
in iron, there being many iron furnaces 
in the depart., employmg some 20Q0 
workmen, a large number of whom 
are engaged at the government est^:. 
blishment, the Manufacture du Pare, 
The Chateau JRaoul, on an eminence 
above the Indre, close to, and forming, 
part of, the Prefecture, is a gloomy 
building, flanked by turrets, probably 
of the 1 5th cent. It occupies the site 
of an older castle, from which the town 
takes its name, built in the 10th cent, 
by BaouL lord of Ddols. The unfor-. 
tunate Cudmence de Maill^, Princesse 
de Cond^ and niece of Biohelieu, died 
here, after an imprisonment of 23 
years, in 1694. The Grand Cond^, her 
husband, repaid her devotion to him, 
by procuring from Louis XIV. an order 
for her imprisonment ; and his last 
dying request to the king was, that she 
should never be set free, 

A Cathedral ia being built by 
the side of the heavy tower of St» 
Martial, The Manufacture Imperial des 
Tabacs, near the stat.^ employs ^000 
hands. 

Gen. Bertrand, who accompanied 
Napoleon to St. Helena, was born in 
the Castle in 1773, and died in the 
town in 1844. His statue, by Bude, 
was set up in 1854. There are some 
relics of Napoleon I. in the library of 
the H6tel de Ville. 

[At Pourg Dieu (or D^ols), situated 
within a few miles of Chftteauroux, ard 
ruins of an ancient monastery and Ch. 
distinguished for its magnificent lofty 
Bomanesque tower and spire, 12tn. 
cent. , .The rest of the ch. was pulled" 
down for building^materials after 1830. 
The Ch, of St, Etienne contains, in a 
crypt under the altar, a sculptured mar- 
ble sarcophs^s ; the tomb of St. Zmdrep. 
the object of annual pilgrimages. Thar 
bas-relief is very ancient, and repre- 
sents a Chase. One of the old town 
! gates, a venerable structure, still v^ 
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mains. D^oU W&S once the capital of 
the province.] 

Diligences to Totira by Loches (Rte. 
56). 

7 m. Luant Stat. 

3 m. .Lothiers Stat. 

6 m. Chabenet Stat. Limekilns. 
Old castie. The rly. here crosses the 
Creuse, and afWwards over a dreary 
country of heath, suddenly terminated 
by a long tunnel, on emerging from 
uniich the Bousanne is crossed on a 
lofty viaduct. 

» m. Argenton Stat. (Buffet) (/nn: 
H. de la Promenade), a town of 
5219 Inhab., on the Creuse: it had 
once a large and strong castle flanked 
bv 10 high towei*s, dismantled and 
blown up by Louis XIII. and XIV., 
and farther reduced to ruin in recent 
times, so that a few fragments of 
broken wall are alone visible on the 
"W. side. Some Roman baths were 
discovered here during the construc- 
tion of th^ railway. There are manu- 
factories of woollens, paper, &o., along 
the river-side. 

5 Many interesting Excursions^ walks, 
. drives may be made from this. 

o. St. Marcel, 2 m., old walled town; 
fine ch., partly of 11 th cent. The 
neighbourhood abounds in old castles ; 
1 day may be well spent in ascending 
the Bouzanne Valley to Kocherolle, 
Prunget, and Mazi^res, &c. 

6. A second day may be given to the 
churning valley of the Creuse (Le 
Blanc and the Ahhey of Fontgombaud 
are described in Rte. 65), to the village 
and Ch, of Garyilesse, 13th cent., de- 
scribed by George Sand: see in it 
traces of old fresco-tomb of William 
de Nailac. Glose to it are portions of 
the old castle. (Mdme, Maiesset's Inn 
is recommended by George Sand.) 
Near this is the mill and Castle of la 
Pruneau-Potf and not far off another 
ruin, the Oastle of Ch&teaubrun. 

c. 15 m. from Argenton on the 
Bouzanne is the very interesting foitnd 
Ch, of Neuvy 8t, Sepulbhre, founded, as 
an imitation of the Ch. of the Holy 
Sepulchre, by Geoffrey, Viscount de 
Bourges, in 1045, the date of the lower 
part of the building. The nave was 
rebuilt in 1170; the dome is modem. 



A model of the Holy Sepulchre which 
stood in the midst was removed 1806.} 

The central granitic plateau of 
France is crossed between Argenton 
and Thivi6«. 

The Creuse is crossed on a handsome 
bridge of 3 arches, each 60 ft. span. 
We now enter the province of La 
Marche: the mountains of the Creuse 
are seen in the distance. 

13 m. Fguzon Stat. The village, IJ 
m. £.,is described by Geoi^ Sand, who 
spent part of her youth here, in the 
' F^che de M. Antoine.' {Inns : H. 
Boule d'Or ; H. Chdne Vert.) 

15 mi Xa Souterraine Stat. (^Inns : H. 
de France ; H. des Voyageurs.) The 
Church is a fine and very curious 
building, of the end of 12th cent, 
adapted for defence, and with a large 
crypt. A picturesque old gateway in 
the town (14th cent.) f m. beyond 
this is the tunnel of Serephie, 1100 
yds. long. 

The great Viaduct of EocheroRe, over 
the Oartempe, one of the highest in 
France, consists of a double tier of 
arches, 4 below, 8 above, each nearly 50 
ft. span, it is built of granite. The road- 
way 220 yds. long. It cost one million 
francs. 

6 m. Bersac Stat. Hence rail to 
Poitiers. A tunnel, 865 yards long, 
pierces through the granite of the 
central chain of the Limousin, which 
divides the waters running into the 
Loire from those which flow towards 
the Garonne. Here is the sununit- 
level of the line. 

4 m. St, Sulpice Lauri^re Junct. 
Stat. (Bufiet.) Rlys. from this, K 
to Gueret and Montlu9on (Rte. 103), 
W. to Montmorillon (Rte. 65), Poi- 
tiers, Kiort, and La Hochelle. Here are 
workshops and engine-houses of the 
Rly. Compy. 

5 m. Ambazae Stat. Village of 3000 
Inhab. In the Romanesque Oh;, 11th 
cent., choir 1486, see the Byzantiw 
shrine of 8t Btienne de Mvret, of cop- 
per gilt (12th cent.), adorned whk 
enamels and gems, also his embrot- 
dered Dalmatic. The long cutting of 
Nouelle is 60 fb. deep. The fine 
Viaduct of Le Palais, over the valley, 
is 150 yds. long and 44 high. 
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^m. St. Priest-Tawum Stat. 

7 m. Limoges Stat. (Buffet) {Twm: 
H. de Luxembourg ; jfc Boule d*Or, 
Table d*h6to good; Inns very dirty), 
the capital of the ancient province of 
Limousin^ at present chief town of 
the D^pt. de la Haute Yienne^ is a 
conunercial and maniifacturing town, 
situated on the rt. bank of theVienne. 
ToTD. 53,022. It is distihguished bv 
3 Bne ch. towers, alike in design. A 
terrible conflagration in 1864 destroyed 
100 houses, which were not rebuilt 
1866. 

The ^Cathedral of St, Etienne is a 
beautiful specimen of the Gothic of 
the North of France, resembling the 
Cathedrals of Clermont Ferrand and 
Narbonne, also derived from the N. 
The ch. is built of granite, and termi- 
nates in an apse, lofty and elegant 
within and without, begun in the 13th 
cent., the main part being of the 14th, 
and it was slowly continued down to 
the 16th, when the work came to a 
stand; and the building has since re- 
mained a fragment, consisting of the 
Choir, the N". transept, and two com- 
partments of the nave^ now closed 
up by a common partition wall, while 
at the spot to which it ought to 
have extended rises an isolated bel/nj, 
separated by n wide gap from the 
rest of the edifice. . Under this 
tower JB a Romanesque porch be- 
longing to an older ch. Observe 
the elegant design, elaborate tracing 
In granite of the K. front and portal, 
with carved doors (1510), the rose- 
window. The interior is remark- 
fible for its height and fine propor- 
dons. At the "W. end is a jub4, 
removed from its place in the nave, 
nuch. mutilated, its statues gonet; 
7tit there are some ba£i-reliefs left 
m. it, the labours of Hercules for 
nstance. It was erected in 1543, by 
)iBhop Langeac, whose handsome 
omb, in the style of the Renaissance, 
V close by. iHi^o other monuments, 
hat *of Bishop Regnault de la Porte, 
f the 14th cent., and of Bernard Brun 
is nephew, some good 14th-cent. 
lass^ and the fresco-paintings in the 
'ypt of the 11th, deserve notice. 



There are some good specimettt of 
Limoges enamels, ^rt of a reredos, by 
Koel Laudln, in the sacristy. Outside, 
at the E. end* of the cathedral, ip a 
Roman milliarium, and ne&r it the 
fjoeliy where the Martyr Saint Valeria's 
head was cut off, notwithstanding 
which she walked up the hill to hear 
mass! 

St Mtchel^uX'Lions is the most con- 
spicuous object in the town, owing to 
its tall and graceful tower and spire, 
planted on the highest ground, sur- 
mounting the other buildings. This 
ch., erected 1364, is named from the 
rudely sculptured figures of lions which 
ornament its porch; the lightness and 
height of the 8 lofty pillars supporting 
the roof, and some good glass, are 
alone remarkable in the interior. 

In St. Pierre — a more interesting 
ch. than St. Michael, having, like it, a 
square £. end ^nd an octagonal tower 
(14th cent.) with 4 turrets at the 
sides and a plain spire — ^is a very fine 
stained glass Window of the Coronation 
and Death of the Virgin, good in com- 
position and arrangement of colours — 
perhaps the ifork of P^nicaud, an 
enameller of the 16th cent. 

The Episcopal Palace, built 1687, is 
a handsome building of gtunite, with 
a fine Garden attached to it, whence 
a good view is gained. 

Although Limoges was an important 
place in Roman times, chief scfot of 
the Qatdic confederacy of the Zemo* 
vices, mentioned by Csesar, it was' known 
down to the 14th cent, by the name 
Augusioriium, there are no remdns of 
Roman buildings except inscriptions^ 
and other fragments, deposited in the 
Museum, ' The only trace of the amphi- 
theatre, to which Moli^re alludes in 
M. ,de Pourceattgnac, act i. scene 6, is 
in the name of Les Arines given to a 
burial-giroTmd. Its Bite is nearly 
covered by the Place ^Qrsay, on one 
fide of which runs a terrace, from 
which there is a view over the valley 
of the Vienne. A Itatin name, "Agua 
Ifinis, is supposed to be retained in 
the Fontaine dTAigonUtie; its water is 
conveyed through a Romtvti conduit. 

The other open places are named 
Place de Toumy near the fly. stat.. 
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on wlucli Btaads the statue of Marshal 
Jowdan imd the Boulerwd Montmailler, 
where is the Post Office, 

The ancient fortifications of Limoges 
have been demolished, and converted 
into boulevards and public walks; 
only fragmenta remain as a relic of 
that terrible siege (1370) and capture 
by assault by the Black Prince, who, 
irritated at its revolting against him 
through the treachery of its bishop, 
swore by the soul of lus father that he 
would have it back again. Too ill to 
ride, he directed the operations from a 
litter, and, having formed a breach by 
blowing up a tower, entered through 
it, and, denying quarter to its inha- 
bitants, allowed 3000 men, women, 
and children, to be massacred — a blot 
on the fair fame of his heroic career. 

Limoges is distinguished by having 
been the birthplace of the Chancelier 
d'Aguesseau, bom 168^, Rue du Con- 
Bulat. . Veigniaud, the Republican 
orator, the leader of the Qirondins, 
beheaded by the Convention, 1793; 
Marshal Jourdan,, the conqueror at 
Fleurus (to whom a statue was erected 
1860), Rue des Petits Cannes; Marshal 
Bugeaud, Rue de la Cruche d'Or ; and 
Bupuytren the suigeon, were also bom 
here. 

Limoges likewise produced in the 
16th and 17th cents, a series of artists, 
among whom are the names of Leonard 
Limousin, Raymond Vigier, the Peni- 
caud, Courtois, Laudin, and Nouail- 
lier, eminent for their beautiful paint- 
ings in enamel, so highly esteemed as 
Emauz de Limoges. The art of ena- 
melling (Champlev^) appears to have 
flourished at Limoges from the 12th 
cent. It is said to have been invented 
by the barbarian Gauls, but tbev may 
have derived it from Greeks of Mar- 
seilles or Constantinople, and it may 
have been carried on by a Venetian 
colony, established here in the 10th 
cent., who have left traces behind 
them in the *'Rue des Venetiens'' 
and Porte de Venise, now removed. 

There are some remarkable speci- 
mens qf these enamels in the Musee in 
the Ancien Palais de Justice, close to 
the ch. of St. Michel,. and in the sac- 
risty of the cathedral. The Museum 



also contains divers Roman fragments 
found near Limoges. 

Specimens of ancient houses may be 
found in the Rues de Courtine^ du 
Temple ; at comer of Rue Ferrerie, 
the jST. des Templiers and Jfaison 
Beauorettxf In Rue des Couches, la 
Maison Niiei (Renaissance). 

The Manufacture at present most 
flourishing here is that of porcelain^ 
due to the discovery at St. Yrieix 
(Rte. 71), in .this neighbourhood, of 
the earths Kaolin and Petunze, Sevres 
is supplied hence with these sub- 
stances, and nearly 2000 persons are 
employed in and about Limoges in 
making china. There are also some 
cotton and woollen-cloth mills. 

The Limousin horses are a celebrated 
breed, in much request for the French 
cavalry ; they are reared in the meadow- 
lands along the Vienne. 

Excursions, — fa. 22 m. S.W. of 
Limoges, on the high road to P^ri- 
gueux, is Chains f at tne siege of which 
Kichard Coeur-de-Lion met his death- 
wound (Rte. 71). 

&. At St,Junien, 18 m.W. of Limoges 
on the way to Angouldme, is a veiy 
curious Ch, of the 11th cent., contain- 
ing at the back of the high altar a 
sarcopha^s of white marble, adorned 
with rehefs in the ^zantine style. 
It contains the relics ' of the saint, 
much visited by devotees. In the 
lower part of the town, near the bridge 
over the Indre, is a chapel of the 15tli 
cent., of N'otre Dame; and 1 m. out 
of it, on the borders of the river, are 
the ruins of the ch. of St^ Amand. H. 
M^rim^e observed in its transept a 
basin hollowed out of the rock, sup- 
plied by a spring of running water, 
mto which little pieces of bread bad 
been cast by the peasants, as offerinjpi 
, to St. Amand, who is beUeved still to 
work miracles, though his shrine hss 
been destroyed for ages. 

c. 7 m. S. from Lamoges, about tf 
' hour's drive through le Vigen, where if 
a little inn, where the carriage can ht 
left, is the ruined Castle of CAalvssd, 
residence of the Viscomtes de Limoges 
in the 13th cent. ; a good example of 
the art of fortification in the middle 
ages, situated on an isolated rock tft 
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the junction of two streams. It is 
reached on foot by croBeung the Pont 
Suspendu at le Vigenette j the tall 
square Donjon has a Norman look. 
d, A little farther is the Ahhaye de 

I Solignac, one of the oldest Benedictine 
monasteries in Gaul, founded by St. 
Kloij on the site of a Yilla given to 

1 him by Dagobert. The existing mo- 
dem edifice is now a china manu- 
factory ; the *Church, however, is an- 
cient, showing the Romano-Byzantine 
8ty]e of the 12th cent., the pave being 
dome-vaulted ; apsidal E. end, It is 
much dilapidated, but is highly inte- 
J^esting to the architeotj 

Railways, Limoges toT^igueux and 
Bordeaux (Rte. 71). 
e, KoutmoriUou and Poitiers (R. 65). 



ROUTE 71. 

IIMOGES tro BORDEAUX, BT Pl^KIGtrBOX* 
IUII.WAT. 

I'imoges. KIL Miles. 

Perigueiut <.«...« 99 61 

Ooutras . . « « « < « . 176 108 

Bordeaux 363 157 

l]he railway between Limoges and 
Fj^rigueuji hsA been made \mder great 
difficulties, through a hilly country* 

7 m. Beynac Stat* 

6 m* Nexon Stat. 

5 m. Lafarqe Stat* [Direct line of 
riy. from here to &ive in progress.] 

6 m. Bussiere Galand Stat. Convey- 
ance to St. Trieix 14 m. and to Chalus. 

P*ubUc conveyances leave morning 
tad evening for 8t» Trieix (14 m.), a 
town of 7613 Inhab. {tnnt H. Belin)> 
which ceurries on a considerable trade 
in poroelain-earth, first discovered here 
1765. Close to the town are extensive 
Quarries of its materials in the 
bpranitic rocks. These consist of kaolin, 
the result of decomposition of the fel- 
ipar, from which it is separated by 
Pfrashing — this is the porcelain olay, 
jroperly speaking — asia of Fetunze, or 
vhite unaltered felspar, used for pro- 
ludag the glazing, tynd for the manu- 

[France, 1873.] 



facture, combined With the kaolin, of 
the more translucid varieties of china. 
There is an early Gothic Church built 
in 27 months, 1181-83, except the 
chevet, which is later. St. Yrieix is the 
French for St. Aredius, who foimdeda 
monastery here in the 6th cent. 

15 m. StE. from Sti, Yrieix is 
Uzerche, a picturesque little town, 
on a conical hill, converted into a pen- 
insula by the bend which the Vezfere 
makes round it. It has a curious Ro- 
manesque (7A. of the 12th cent, on the 
crest of the hill, surrounded at the 
E. end by 5 apsidal chapels, partly 
destroyed. Under it is a crypt ^ con- 
taining the tomb of St. Coronat, in 
a niche, closed in fi^ont by a wooden 
railing. Insane persons were shut up 
within it for a night, in the belief that 
they would thereby recover their 
reason ! 

About 4 m. S. of Lubersac, halfway 
between St. Yrieix and Uzerche, is the 
Chateau de Pompadour, anciently the 
residence of a noble family, several of 
whom were governors of the province 
of Limousin, whose name was never 
sullied, until, after the extinction of 
their line (1722), when its title was 
bestowed upon the favourite of Louis 
Xy., the daughter of the butcher 
Poisson.] 

The valley of the Vezfei-e has ob- 
tained a geological celebrity for its 
numerous natural caverns, containing 
bones of extinct quadrupeds^ mixed 
with works of human art. 

[7 m. W* of Bussiere Galand (omni- 
bus twice daily, 1 fr. 15 c.) is Chalus* 
This town, of 21 OB Inhab., is only 
remarkable now for its cattle markets 
Beneath its ruined walls Richard 
Coeur de Lion received his death" 
wound from the arrow of a youth 
named Bertrand de Gourdon* The 
tamer of the infidel, and hero of the 
CrusflkdeiB, thus ended (119B) a chival- 
rous life of nearly constant warfare, 
before the petty fortress of a vassal, 
Aymar, Viscount of Limoges, which 
he had besieged in consequence of a 
quarrel about the division of a trea* 
sure found in the viscount's domain, 
of which Richard claimed the whole, 
or a larger share than had been co&« 
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oeded to liim. The place was soon 
taken, and the garrison of only 38 
men were hung hy the king's order, 
except the bold archer who had sped 
the shaft so fatal to him. The youth 
avowed, when brought before the 
dying monarch, tW revenge for the 
death of his father and two brothers, 
slain by Ri<}hard, had prompted him 
to free the country of its oppressor. 
His life, though magnanimously spared 
by Richard, was taken after his death; 
and he is said to have been flayed 
alive by the leader of Richard's Bra- 
bangon soldiers. The most conspicuous 
bit of the defences yet remaining is a 
circular tower, entered by a doorway 
high up in the wall, and no longer 
accessible without a ladder. Around it 
are grouped some shattered fragments 
of buildings, including a portion of a 
chapel. A little conical stone, rising 
out of the meadows, in the valley of 
the Tardoire river, is pointed out as 
the spot whej^-e Richard had placed 
himself to reconnoitre the fort, when 
the arrow struck him in the 1. shoulder. 
The stone is called Maumont.'^ 

Returning to the line of rly. — 

6 m. La Coquilte Stat., deep cut- 
tings, near the summit-level, 

9 m. Thiviers Stat., a cheerful town, 
2700 Inhab. It has a Ch, (12th and 
13th cent.) and castle and some old 
houses. Tunnels, 

17 m. Chateau-V Eveque Stat. On the 
top of the hill is seen the Chateau of 
the 14th cent., the ancient summer 
residence of the bishops of P^igueuz. 
'[9 m. W. is Brantdme (/wrt, Villotte's 
Gi-aiid Cerf), ancient town of 2500 
Ililis^.. on an island in the Bronne; 
i^(6ta;iriing 3 old towers, its Abbey Ch,, 
a' ^fih^ edifice partly Romanesque, 
?H(i];i''de1^ched tower (11th cent.), built 
6h la, cav^^rhbd rock, fragments of clois- 
M-&, aM' -^ciaapel. The scandalous 
chrqiiicrel*' bf ^lis name in, the 15th 
e'eht'' W-'dfeidended from a family 
ifel)'K'eldteifir^b*n.] 
' '^erte'. J^ri^tx Junct. Stat. (Buffet) 
piifw: ig[;rfeTWice, in the Place duTri- 
l£WgIe,%o6d ; H: def riThivers, near the 
St&;:'"lI."d^s'"MiM^^ies), the chief 
tbW'of ''fhb'*!Dgpt. Vlb % Dordogne; 
K^iV^ atid iiiiu&tri'oti^/fhferesting to 



strangers, contains 20,401 Inhab.» and 
is situated on the rt. bank of the 
river I'lsle, which is canalised. The 
old town, composed of streets narrow, 
tortuous, and dirty within, is fringed 
by green boulevards and spacious 
modem houses, and has a cheerful 
*Qua% on the side of the river, where 
are some pictnresque old houses and 
part of the old Walls. There are 3 
bridges over the Isle. 

" The *CathedralofSL Front (M. H.), 
originally an abbey ch., begun 984 and 
consecrated 1047, is a very remark- 
able ch., the type of the ecclesi- 
astical architecture of the neighbour- 
ing provinces of France, and undoubt- 
&&y Byzantine both in its cha- 
racter and origin. It is a cavern- 
like building, plain and massive, in 
the form of a Greek cross, consisting of 5 
domed compartments, the choir, nave, 
transepts, and crossing, each being co- 
vered by a separate stone cupola or 
dome, 30 ft. in diameter, rising 108 
ft. above the pavement. It is very 
worthy of note that St. Front bears 
a striking resemblance to St. Mark's 
at Venice in plan and dimensions, 
with which it is nearly contempo- 
rary in age. liike St. Mark's, it 
has 5 cupolas; but the arches support- 
ing the domes, instead of being circu- 
lar, are pointed; 'and this is said to 
be the earliest Instance of the use of 
the pointed arch in France. The E. 
apse is of much later date (c. 1347). 
At the W. end are remains of a Latin 
ch. of the 6th or 7th cent., consisting 
of a narthex or vestibule and 2 bays 
of the nave and aisles of the primitive 
ch., on which last the present tower, 
197 ft. high, was raised early in the 
11th cent., but so insecurely that the 
lower openings soon required to be 
buUt up. The cupola and pillars of 
various sizes taken from Roman build- 
ings are part of the original work." 
— D, T, St. Front has been .undergoing 
since 1854 very extensive repairs. Un- 
fortunately the French system of 
giving an entirely new surface to eveij 
part, whether rebuilt or not, is here 
carried to its extreme, and the whole 
of this venerable building, inside and 
out, wears a modem dress, so that 
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nearly all that made the building 
curious and valuable, as the earliest 
mediaeval structure in France on a 
large scale, is lost. There is a huge 
and ugly wood-carving of the Ascen- 
sion of the Virgin in the interior, the 
work ^ a Jesuit, 17th cent. 

St JEtienne, or ^glise de la CiifQS., H.) 
^cathedral down to 1669), is also a 
aomical ch., of which 2 bays only 
remain ; the "W. bay, the only remains 
of the nave, rude, and simple, is nearly 
of the same age as St. Front ; the K. 
bay, destroyed with the remainder of 
the nave by the Huguenots, 1577, was 
very carefully rebuilt 1615. See a 
curious tablet for the finding of Kaster, 
date 1163. In a chapel a bas-relief 
in wood, a Pietd, also by the Jesuit 
Laville. See monuments of Bp. J. 
d'Asside, 1169, and Pierre Meinet, 
1182. 

The Prifecture, on a height above 
the river, is a handsome modern build- 
ing. From it extends the public Pro- 
menade. 

In the Place du Triangle, the busiest 
part of the town, is a statue of Marshal 
Bugeaitdf a celebrity of the province, 
by Dumon ; in the neighbouring Place 
de Michel de Montaigne is that of the 
celebrated Essayist, and on the Allies 
de Toumy that of Pension, both na- 
tives of P^rigord. 

The first ancient name of this city 
wasVesuna, retained in the Tour de 
V^sene (M. H.), a very remarkable 
circular tower of Roman oonstruc- 
tion, 100 ft. hi^h, its walls 6 ft. 
thick, hooped with brick bands at 
intervals, without doors. It is sup- 
posed to have been a tomb> and is 
situated in the scattered suburb called 
La Cit^, close to the rly. stat. Here 
also are remains of a Roman amphi- 
theatre jyQTy picturesque) and of an 
arch, vesuna, the capital of the Pe- 
trpcorii — ^whence P6rigueux^-is men- 
tioned by Caesar. The C^idteau de la 
liarriere, now a ruin (M. H.), is a 
16th-cent. building raised on Roman 
foundations, with Roman materials, 
friezes, columns, &c.j singularly incor- 
porated in its masonry. 

The Museum of Afdiqait{€9, in a 
fragment of an old chapel, contains in- 
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teresting local relics, &c.,[and deserves 
a visit. 

The streets of Perigueux possess 
some picturesque houses of the 16th 
century: one at the comer of Rue 
Aiguillerie bearing the date 1518 ; 
and another at the end of the Rue 
de la Sagesse, ornamented with ara- 
besques and carvings, merit notice. 
There are some buildings and vaults 
which are as old as the 12th and 13th 
cents., in Rue de Limogeanne. 

Railways to Agen and Toulouse (Rte« 
72a); to Brive and Capdenac and 
Toulouse (Rte. 72), with branches to 
Rodez, Aurillac, Clermont^ Le Puy, 
&c. (Rte. 92). 

The celebrated pdt^s de Perigueux, 
well known to gourmands, are made 
of partridges and tniffles, and form an 
article of considerable export. 

The rly. from Perigueux to Coutras 
follows by the valley of the Isle. 

11m. St Astier Stat. A domed Ch. 
here (1013). 

The rly. from Paris, by Tours, 
Poitiers, and Angouleme, to Bor- 
deaux, is joined near 

36 m. Coutras Junct. Stat. (See 
Rte. 64.) Rly. to Liboume (Rte. 64) 
and Bordeaux (Rte. 73). 



ROUTE 72. 

P^RIOtJEtrx TO tOTTLOUSE, fiT BftlTB^ 

[tplle], capdenac, and TESSOK- 

NliSRES. 

Kit HUes. i 
P6rigaenk to La Bachellerie . 41 25 

Brive 72 46 

Capdenac 168 104 

Villefranche de RonergiM .198 122 

Lexos 233 145 

Teasoniftrte 263 164 

BabastenSi . » « < . 284 lit 

Toaloiue 321 2U0 

There are 3 routes leading &onl 
Perigueux to Touloiuse, the most direct 
being that by Agen and Kontauban, 
169 m. (Rte. 72 a) : that by Capdenac 

N 2 
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and Montauban, 217 m. ; and that by 
Capdenac and Tessonnieres 200 m. 

As far as Brive our route traverses 
an uninteresting region by 

7 m. Niversac Junct. Stat. Here 
the rly. to Agen branches off on rt. 
(Rte. 72a.) 

37 m. Brive Junct, Stat. (Buffet.) 
(^Inn : H. de Bordeaux, clean, comfort- 
able, and a good cook, who makes 
capital pftt^s.) " Brives la Gaillarde " 
is in a fine situation in the valley of 
the Corr^ze; but its favourable appear- 
ance at a distance is not realised in 
its interior, which contains no'thing 
remjtrkable but the Ch. of St, Martin, a 
good building of the 12th and 13th 
centft., and an ancient Gothic house 
attributed to the English: it Is said to 
have been the residence of the governor. 
Brive was the birthplace of Card. 
Dubois, son of an apothecary, who be- 
came tutor and afterwards minister to 
the Regent Duke of Orleans; and of 
Marshal Brune, assassinated at Avig- 
non by the Royalists in 1815. There is 
a statue of him here. Pop. 10,389. 

[Branch Rly. to 16 m. Tulle Stat, 
{Tnn: H. de Lyon), a town of 12,60K 
Inhab., singularly placed in the fork 
of a deep narrow valley of the Corrfeze, 
a bubbling stream, which runs through 
it, bordered with houses, many of them 
ancient and picturesque. The Cathedral 
had a slice cut from it, in Revolu- 
tionary times, to make way for a public 
walk. The nave only remains, of 
granite, in a severe and early Gothic 
style. 

Theitown ha^an important manu- 
faotoryof small-arms. > 

Diligence from Tulle to Clermont by 
Ussel, andhj Bourglastie to Mont Dore 
les Bsdns, and to Aurillac, over a very 
wild region.]. 

Leaving Brive, the rly. traverses a 
hilly countnr, iJassing within a short 
distance of the castle <U Soailles, now in 
ruins, cradle of the noble fRttdly who 
derive their ducal title from it. 

10 m. Turenne Stat. The old feudal 
Castle of Tarenne (M. H.), on the Tour- 
mente, a tributary of the Dordogne, 
gave a name to another great family, 



illustrious by deeds as well as by de- 
scent : the Dues de Bouillon obtained 
the domain and viscounty of Tiu:enne 
by alliance. Within its walls the wife 
of the Great Cond^, a fugitive with 
her son from the persecution of Maza- 
riu, was received amidst a crowd of en- 
thusiastic partisans of the Fronde, in 
1650, and sumptuously entertained for 
8 days; during which, taking counsel 
with the Dues de Bouillon and de La 
Rochefoucauld, she planned the me- 
morable rising in the South, known as 
the civil war of La Guienne. She 
here summoned her retainers to rally 
round her fop the rescue of her hus- 
band from prison. At the order of 
the Due de Bouillon the tocsin was 
sounded in the 400 villages of his 
feudal possessions here, and the pea- 
sants at once flew to arms and flocked 
round his standard. 

4 m. Quatre Boutes Stat. 

4 m. St. Denis-Port Martel Stat. 

About a mile N.E. of St. Denis is 
a hill called Puy cTIssoln^ the site, ac- 
cording to Napoleon III., in his Vie 
de Ci^sar, of Vxellodunum, the siege of 
which (b.c. 51) is narrated in the 
Commentaries, and admirably illus- 
trated by the author. Several ancient 
remains may be traced, especially of 
a gateway, and the fountain which 
Caesar cut off from the town to compel 
it to sun'ender. Some topographers 
have placed Uxellodunum, with less 
reason, at Figeac. 

4 m. Montvalent Stat. 

7 m. Rocamadour Stat, A Pilgrim- 
age Church (M. H.), of 12th cent., in 
several storeys. 

5 m. Gramat Stat. 
4 m. jPounie^ Stat. 
10 m. Assier Stat. 

' ': 7 m. jF*ig^ac Stat. (Rte. 114). Three 
tunnels, and a bridge of three arches 
over the Lot. 
4 m. Capdenac Jimct. Stat. (Buffet.) 

; A town of 1 600 Inhab., on a height on 
the rt. bank of the Lot. The stat. 
on the 1. bank, in D^pt. Aveyron. 
There are remains of mediaeval fortifi- 
cations, and of the mansion to which 
Sully retired 'after the death of 
Henri IV. 
From Capdenac^ branch off rlys. to 
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Aurillao and Clermont (Rte. 114); to 
the coal-mines of Decazeville and Rodez 
(Rte. 92), to be continued to the 
shored of the Mediterranean, across the 
mountains of Loz^re; to Toulouse and 
the I^yrenees (Rte. 72), with branches 
to Montauban (Rte. 73) and Albi (Rte. 
72b); Oapdenac being the great centre 
of the network of rlys. of Central and 
S.W. France. 

Leaving Capdenac, the line traverses 
a high uninteresting country until it 
strikes the valley of the Aveyron. 

19 m. ViUefranche de Rouergue Stat. 
See ch. of N. Bame, nave and tower; 
the Cloister Mtached to the Chartreuse; 
the Theatre, once a church; the Maisati 
Zajtmie (Renaiasance style) : outside the 
town, ruins of K. Dame des Treize 
Pierres ; ChQ.teau de Graves. The 
riy. here crosses the Aveyron, which 
it follows to Montauban, by 

6 m. Mbnteils Stat. Gorge of Avey- 
ron. 

4 m. Najac Stat. Ruined Ca^le, 

16 m. La Guepie, where the Avey- 
ron is joined by the Van, the united 
streams changiilg their direction from 
S. to W. 

6 m. Lexos Junct. Stat. (Buffet.) 
(^Tnn : H. de Varen.) 

[The more direct line (55 m.) to 
Toulonse branches off here, passing by 

7 m. Vifidrac Stat., on the C^rou, 
vrhere an omnibus meets all the trains 
for (4 m.) Cdn-des^Atovfti of 2719Inhab., 
very interesting to the student of 
m^diseval domestic architecture. 

16 m. Tessonnieres Junct. Stat. (Buf- 
fet.) (Branch Rly. 10 iti. to Albi and 
CastreSy see Htb. 72 b.) 

13 m. Raibast'ens Stat, The interior 
of the Ch, here ia covered with frescoes 
of the 14th cent, judiciously restoredj 

8 m. St, Antonin Stat., on the rt. 
bank of the Aveyron. 5000 Inhab. 
jy. de Vitle of 12th cent., and curious 
houses of 13th, 14th and 15th cent. 

12 m. Bruniquel Btat. D'ear here, itt a 
very picturesque valley, are caverns in 
the limestone rock, containing bones 
of animals^-*reinde€(r, bouquetin, cha- 
moid — which no longer exist in the 
country, with iuman remains and 
f^orks of man; they have been ex- 
plored by Professor Owen, and a large 



collection of their contents placed in 
the British Museum. 

8 m. Negrep^lxsse Stat., also on the 
Aveyron. 

8 m. Montavban Junct. Stat. Rly^ 
by GrisoUes to Tonloofle (Rte, 73). 



ROUTE 72a. 

PEBIGUEUX TO TOULOUSE, BT AGKN 
▲NB MONTAUBAN. 

This is the shortest route, and tkat 

followed by the Express !Mi£«l trains 

from Paris to Toulouse and the Eastern 

Pyrenees. 

Pdrigueux to Nivenao 
LeBugue 
Selves . 



Kil. 


Miles. 


11 


7 


48 


30 


67 


42 


115 


71 


I6Q 


94 


1^2 


119 


222 


138 


273 


169 



Trentels . 
Agen 

Moissac . . 
Montauban 
Toulouse 

6 m. Niversac Juilct. Stat. Rly. on 
1. toBrive(Rte. 72). 

18 m. Zes Eyzies Stat.' (/nn; H. La- 
ganne; intelligent hbst acquainted with 
the antiquities and Caves of the neigh- 
bourhood). Its Ch^ of nth and 12th 
cent., lies close to the rly., and deserves 
examination. The village, nearly 1 pa. 
rt. of Stat., lies in a picturesque val- 
ley close to the confluence of the 
Beune with the Vezfere. The high 
cliffs on the rt. bank are pierced with 
caverns, the largest of which is the 
Qrotte de Font de gomme. In these 
have been discove^red bones of anijcnals 
no longer inhabiting the country, and 
traces of $21 early race of men, stone 
implements, and rudely carved homa 
of reindeer. 

Tl^ese caverns h^ve been explored^ 
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and their contents described, by Mr. M. 
Christy, an Englishman, and M. Lartet. 
At some distance from Les Eyzies lies 
the Cave of Miremont, called also La 
Qratte de Granville, stretching nearly 
1 m. in a direct line, and measuring 
with its ramifications nearly 2} m. No 
one should enter without the guide, 
who dwells on the hill above the en- 
trance. 

The Vez6re is crossed by the rly. 
on a skew bridge of 6 arches. The 
Castle of Campagne (restored) is passed 
before reaching 

4 m. Le Bttgue Stat. (Inn: H. de 
France). The town, of 3008 Inhab., is 
more than a mile from the Stat, on 
the Vez^re, crossed by a bridge of 4 
arches. The truffles about here are the 
best in Perigord. 

The rly. crosses the Vez^re, which a 
little lower down falls into the Dor- 
dogne. 

4 m. Ze Baisson Stat. ; the rly. here 
crosses the Dordogne. 

[A carriage may be hired here to visit 
Cadouin (7 m.), remarkable for its Ch. 
(1154), a Romanesque edifice, vaulted 
at the crossing, ending in an apse re- 
taining frescoes of the 15th cent. It 
was raised to contsdn the Saint Suuxire, 
the holy napkin, which became an 
object of pilgrimage and source of great 
wealth. The Cloisters, chiefly of 15th 
and 16th cents.', must have been of 
great beauty, though much mutilated. 
The vaulting is veiy perfect, and the 
sculptures of the key-stones elaborate.] 

8 m. Selves Stat. (Inn : H. de France), 
a pretty town, with several towers on 
hill-tops around. 5 viaducts are 
crossed before reaching 

7m.,Ze Got Stat. 

[8 m. from here is the town of Mont' 
pazier (Inn: H, de France) where 
a carriage may be hired, crossing 
the Drot by ferry if on foot, if in 
carriage by bridge at La Bouquelle, 
to visit the Castle of Biron, 4 m. off, the 
grand and extensive fortress of the 
mmily of Gontaut Biron, one of the 
largest and most perfect in Guienne, 
founded in the llth cent., but chiefly 
built in the 17th. In the lower covirt 
is the chapel in 2 storeys^ the upper 
one, set apart for the dewiz§na gf tl^e 



castle, has remains of some sepulchral 
monuments of the Birons, the lower 
for the inhabitants of the parish.] 

4 m. Villefranche de Belves Stat. 
(Inn : H. Cordon Bleu). 

14 m. Monsempron Libos Junct. Stat.» 
on the river Lot. [Branch fUy. to 

32 m. Cahor9 Stat. (Inns : H. des Am- 
bassadeurs, not very clean, but excel- 
lentcook; H.TroisBois; H.derEurope, 
good.) This chef-lieu of the D^pt. da 
Lot (Pop. 14,115) is situated on the 
top and round the base of an escarped 
rock, on a wide sweeping bend of the 
river Lot. One of the striking features 
is a Bridge over the Lot, buUt in the 
l4th and 15th cents., surmounted by 
3 gate-towers, to defend the approach to 
the town. It is a very ancient town 
of narrow streets, full of antique edi- 
fices, to which a new quarter hieis been 
added. The name comes from its 
ancient appellation, Ditona Cadurco^ 
rum, and there still exist the remains 
of a Roman amphitheatre, and of a 
conduit, which conveyed water to it 
from the village St. Matrin de Vem, 
through La Roque, where are vestiges 
of the arches of an aqueduct. 

The * Cathedral, a truly fine edifice, 
consists of a large nave, surmounted 
by two hemispherical cupolas, in the 
style of St. EVont at Perigueuz, im- 
mediately afber which it was built, 
quite at the end of the llth or be- 
ginning of the 12th cent., and has 
since undergone many alterations. The 
E. end is vaulted with a semidome. 
The sculpture of the N. door, early 
in the 12th cent., is very admirable. 
The Bishop's Palace is now the Prefec- 
ture. The bishop originally bore the 
title of count, and enjoyed the privi- 
lege of wearing a sword and gauntlets, 
which he deposited on the altar when 
he said mass. When he took posses- 
sion of his diocese, he was received at 
the gate of the town by his vassal, 
le Yicomte de Sessac, bareheaded, 
without cloak, with one leg bare, and 
the foot in a slipper, and was con- 
ducted by the count in that guise to 
his palace, and waited on by him there 
at table, This curious tenure had feJlen 
into disuse before the Revolution. 

Th© surprise w<i capture of Ca|ion 
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in 1580 was one of the most brilliant 
exploits of Henri IV. (when King of 
Kavarre). He reached the town by a 
forced march of 30 m, under a burning 
sun, and, posting his men in ambus- 
cade among the walnut-trees, awaited 
the nightfall ; when, silently approach- 
ing the gate, he blew it up with a 
petard, and entered himself, fol- 
lowed by 700 me^, and leaving 
700 outside to check the arrival 
of reinforcements to the garrison. 
The bursting of the gate had alarmed 
the town, which was strongly guarded, 
and a shower of stones and tiles 
from every housetop assailed the Na- 
varrese troops and their general. 
The combat waa carried on throughout 
the night, and yet, when dawn ap- 
peared, the assailants had gained but 
a very small footing. Henri was 
strongly advised to retire, especially 
when intelligence was brought of the 
arrival of succour to the town ; but 
the king, setting his back against a 
shop, persisted in fighting on, ex- 
claiming, "Ma retraite hors de cette 
ville sera celle de mon dme hors de 
mon corps." The reinforcements were 
driven back, but Henri still had to 
struggle step by step, to lay siege to 
every street, and almost to every house. 
It was not until the fifth night that 
Cahors submitted. Henri's soldiers, 
irritated at the resistance made by the 
garrison, put a great many to the 
Bword. 

On the open prpmenade du Fossd, in 
front of the college, is placed a statue 
of Fdn^lon, who was a student here. 
Cahors was the birthplace of Pope 
Jean XXII., whose name was Jacques 
d'£uze ; his Castle is pointed out near 
the entrance to the town, on the side 
of Paris ; also of Clement Marot, the 
poet, 'author of sonnets, ballads, &c. 
(1495), and page to Marguerite, sister 
of Francis I. 

The country aroimd produces a 
good deal of very fair mne, and truffle9 
in abundance.] 

10 m. I^ort de Penne Junct. Stat., on 
the Lot, which', being navigable from 
here downwards^ has a good deal of 
trade from its little port. Port de P. 
is the puhiirb of thp town of Penne 



(Inn, Rondalou), 8000 Inhab., 1 m, 

distant. Its Castle was founded by 

Richard Coeur de Lion. 
[Branch Rly. to 7 m. Vilkneuoe-mr^ 

Lot Stat. (Jnn : H. de France.) Pop. 

13,114. About 1 m. S. are the ruins 

of the Chateau de Pujols (13th cent.), 

fine view.} 

17 m. Agen Junct. Stat. (See Rte. 73.) 
The route from Agen to Montauban 

and Toulouse, forming a section of 

that from Bordeaux to Toulouse, is 

described in Rte. 73. 

Toulouse Junct. Stat. (Buffet.) Om- 
nibiis from Rly. (Inns: H. de TEurope, 
Place Lafayette, nearest the rly. stat, 
(J m.); H. Sou ville, comfortable, Place 
du Capitole ; H. des Etats Unis ; H, 
du Midi, 2nd Class ; H. d'Angleterre; 
H. de Paris, cheap, but commercial.) 

In the midst of the great plain of 
Gascony and Languedoc, beginning at 
the very foot of the Pyrenees, and 
stretching from them nearly 100 m. 
N., stands Toulouse, the ancient capi- 
tal of Languedoc, and now of the 
D^pt. of la Haute Garomie. It is 
built on both sides of the Garonne, 
just above the point where the Canal 
du Midi, connecting the Atlantic with 
the Mediterranean, falls into it, after 
winding round the N. and E. sides of 
the town. On the 1. bank is the sub- 
urb of St. Cyprien, containing 2 extensive 
HospitalSy connected with the city by 
3 bridges, one of brick, named Pont 
Nevfy the other the Pont St. Pierre, 
and a Suspension Bridge of iron wire, 

Toulouse is irregularly built; its old 
streets winding, the more modem wide, 
well paved, and lined with good shops, 
furnished with trottoirs and' a good 
supply of water. A grand broleid 
avenue, lined with trees, leads from 
the rly. station to the circular Place 
Lafayette, which the straight street 
of shops, Pue Louis iViopdfe'dn, con- 
nects vnth the Place du Capitole. 
There is not much architectural beauty 
in its public edifices, the houses and 
churches being built of brick ; but it 
ranks as the seventh city iii Praaice, 
from the number of its inhabitant^ 
(126,936), and the extensive trade of 
a provincial capital which it enjoys, 
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Xb is interesting from its historical 
sbuvenirs, as the capital of the king- 
dom of the Visigoths from a.d, 413 to 
507, when it was destroyed by Clovis 
on the battle-field of VouilW near Poi- 
tiers ; as the place where the art of 
the l^oubadours was encouraged at the 
gay court of its counts ; as the centre 
of the papal crusade against the Albi- 
genses, headed by an English leader, 
and as the seat of an ancient Parliament. 
The Place du Capitole (once Place 
Boyale), a handsome square of regular 
modem buildings (one of which is a 
sumptuous caf^), is the chief mar- 
ket-place, and the point from which 
radiate 9 main thoroughfares. It is 
named from le Capitole, or Hdtel de 
Ville, so called either from the tra- 
dition that in the time of the Romans 
the Capitol of the Tolosates may have 
stood here, or from the meetings of 
the civic chapter (capitolium), whose 
members were called Capitouls, on 
this spot. The Toulousans are 
very proud of this building, but the 
interior is modem and scarcely worth 
a visit. It presents externally a 
front, finished 1769, with eight 
columns of red Pyrenean marble, and 
includes, besides the mimicipal offices 
and archives, the Theatre in the 1. 
wing. The principal apartment, run- 
ning along nearly the whole length of 
the first floor, is the Salle des Illus- 
tres, or hall of the worthies of Tou- 
louse, so called from 38 terra-cotta 
busts of men of note, bom in and near 
the city, or connected with it, each with 
a pompous Latin inscription below it, 
filling as many gilt niches in the walls. 
In real truth, a great many— as Riquet, 
projector ana engineer of the Canal du 
Jiidi, Pope Benedict XII., Ac — have 
no connection of birth with the town ; 
and many more, though really citizens, 
have no claim to renown beyond its 
walls. Among those of most general ce- 
lebrity may be mentioned Baymond de 
St. OUles, Coimt of Toulouse, one of 
the leaders of the first crusade ; Cujas, 
the great writer on law (" ciy'us merum 
nomen plus laudis amplectitur quam 
quaelibet oratio potest "), and Format, 
the celebrated mathematician, inventor 
of the integral calculus, b^ 16Q8, 



In this hall are held every year the 
meetings of the Soci^t^ des Jeux FlO' 
ranx, deriving its origin from the an- 
cient troubadoiu^, but founded, it is 
said, by one Clemence Isaure, a Tou- 
lousan lady, who revived the science 
of the "Gai Scavoir" in the 14th 
century (1333). Her very existence, 
however, is not a little doubtful, as 
there is no mention of her in the 
archives of the town, though her 
statue is preserved in the Capitole. 
In spite of these doubts, the society 
has adopted her as its patroness and 
founder, and every year on the 3rd of 
May, after making a pilgrimage to the 
church of La Daurade in which her 
tomb once stood, it distributes, to 
various competitors, prizes conslBting 
of golden and silver flowers, the vio- 
let, amaranthus, eglantine, souci,. 
and lis, for the best original cordpo- 
sitions in verse, and essays in prose,^ 
for which the directors give the sub- 
ject. The society maintains about 
equal importance, and the prize com- 
positions have nearly the same literary 
value, as those of the bardic meetings 
held in Wales. It claims for itself to 
be the oldest literary institution in 
Europe, dating from 1383. Indeed, it 
appears that in that year a number of 
Troubadovirs, or Hamteneurs du Gu 
Scavoir, citizens of Toulouse, met in 
the garden of an Augustinian convent 
near the town to distribute prizes to 
the composers of the best verses. 

In the same room with the statue of 
Clemence Isaure is preserved the axe 
with which Henri Due de Montmo- 
rency, the victim of Bichelieu, and one 
of the last of the great vassals of the 
crown of France, was decapitated. It 
is a sort of huge carving-knife. The 
execution took place 1632, in the first 
court of the Capitole, at the foot of 
the statue of Henri lY., in whose reign 
that part of the building was erected. 
The old courts at the back of the 
building are better worth a visit. In 
the 2nd on the rt., two barred windows 
mark the dungeon in which the duke 
was confined, and belong to the oldest 
portion of the edifice. 

The antiquity of the municipal pri- 
vileges of TouJovise, and of the meett 
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ings of the magiBtrates, or Capitouls, 
who were elected by the people them- 
selves, and who were recognised by 
Raymond V. as far back as 1152, de- 
serves notice. These rights, of 5 cen- 
turies' duration, were infringed, in 
spite of the remonstrances of the 
oitizenB, by Iiouis XIV., who caused 
the capitouls to be appointed by royal 
ordonnance. 

The Place dn Capitols is a good 
starting-point from which to visit the 
chief curiosities of the town. Leaving 
it by the Rue du Taur, we pass close to 

The Church of the Taur, so named 
from the wild bull to whose horns the 
martyr St. Satumin was bound by his 
heathen persecutors. The struggles 
of the infuriated animal having freed 
it from the cords on this spot, a ch. 
was in consequence erected. That at 
present existing is of the end of the 
14th cent., without aisles ; a vaulted 
hall, having at the £. end twin apses 
united by a straight wall. The W. end 
is a flat wall pierced with openings for 
bells, flanked on either side by turrets, 
a common arraa^ement in this part 
of Languedoc. The numerous pictures 
and inscriptions on the walls, and the 
doorway are worth notice. 

At the end of the Rue du Taur may 
be descried the spire of 

•VEgliie St, Semin (Satumm), the 
largest, oldidst, and most perfect ec- 
clesiastical edifice here, a building 
of brick and stone in the Romanesque 
style, so far finished as to have been 
consecrated 1090 by Pope Urban II., 
but for the most part in the 12th 
cent. It has been completely re- 
stored under the superintendence of 
H. VioUet le Due. It is conspicuous 
for its lofty octagonal Tower (13th 
cent.), formed by 5 tiers of arches, 
each less than that below it. The 
lower 3 with circular arches, but 
straight-sided arches in the 2 upper ar- 
cades, and terminating with a short 
spire. Of its 2 porches, that on the S. 
side of the nave is distinguished by 
an early Byzantine bas-relief over the 
door, and by the capitals of its columns 
representing the murder of the Inno- 
cents, expulsion of Adam, &c. ; the 
other, a double portal leading into 



the S. transept, bears carved capitals 
of the 7 deadly sins. In it are several 
tombs of early counts of Toulouse. 
The interior is remarkable for its very 
long stately Nave of 11 bays, flanked 
by double aisles, rebuilt in the 15th 
cent., preserving the original Roman- 
esque style and^plan . The effect is very 
noble, from its fine proportions and 
grand, simple style. Even more pleas- 
ing is the E. end, from having more 
ornament. Notice the fine effect of the 
aisles and triforium in the transept. 
The E. end is semicircular; dose-set 
columns support the vault above the 
high altar, painted with the colossal 
figure of Christ and the symbols of 
the 4 Evangelists. From the aisle 
behind it project 5 apsidal chapels, 
decorated with carvings of saints and 
legends in wood. Here also is a 
model of the church as it stood before 
the Revolution, showing that it formed 
an isolated fortress, apart from the 
town, walled in by towers and battle- 
ments. Some Byzantine bas-reliefs in 
white marble, of the 1 1th cent., frag- 
ments of an older building, are let 
into the wall of the aisle behind the 
choir; they represent our Saviour, 
angels, and saints. The ti*ansept8 have 
aisles running all round and 4 apsidal 
chapels towards the E. The Crypt 
under the choir, modernised in the 
14th cent., was the place of deposit of 
relics in great number and esteemed 
of immense value. Before the Revolu- 
tion of 1789 this church indeed boasted 
of possessing the bodies of no less l^an 
7 of the Apostles ; that of St. Jamea 
was, it is true, a duplicate, another 
being preserved at Compostella in 
Spain ! This motto is blazoned over 
the entry — ** Non est in toto sanctior 
orbe locus," The ancient shrines in 
metal-work and the carved presseB 
(whatever the authenticity of tlie relics 
they contain may be) at least de- 
serve attention. Among them is 
the coffin of St. Thomas Aquinas. 
The wooden stalls of the choir are 
well carved in the style of the 16th 
cent. The exterior of the £. end, 
with its domed roof in 2 stages, is 
admirable. At the W. 2 towers were 
designed, but only the .lower parts 
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appear. The Pilgrimage Ch. of St. 
lago di CompostelU in Spain was 
copied from this a few years later. 

The Ch, of the Cordeliers, in the 
street leading from the Place du 
Capitole to the bridge, a brick build- 
ing of great loftiness, erected in the 
13th cent., is now turned into a ma- 
gasin de fourrage, and filled with hay. 
The Ch. of the Jacobins, on the opposite 
side of the same street, surmounted 
by a conspicuous brick tower, rising 
in arches having straight^angled heads, 
JA of vast aize, and of brick, like the 
other churches. It has become a 
barrack, and is divided by floors, the 
lower storey serving as a stable for 
artillery horses ; a deplorable fate for 
one of the finest pieces of brickwork 
in France. It consists of a long and 
lofty nave, of 2 parallel aisles, end of 
13th cent. ; the side and apsidal chapels 
being of 14th and 1 6th. The Refectory, 
Salle Capltulaire, and cloisters remain. 
Within some of the buildings are re- 
ixkains of excellent paintiugs of 13th 
and 14th cents. The picturesque Tour 
des Augustins is a fine example of the 
brickwork of the 15th cent. 

From the Place Lafayette, the Rue 
St. Antoine, the Place St. Qeorges, 
near which is the Musee, and the 
Rue Bourbon, nearly in a line, though 
not a straight one, lead, to the N. ^Ca- 
t?iedral, or Eglise SL Utienne, remark- 
able for the irregularity and want 
of concord in all its parts. The Nave, 
with a vault of the great span of 
62 ft., was built by Raymond VI., 
Comte de Toulouse, at the end of 
the 13th cent., at a time when he 
was favouring the heretical Albigeois, 
and was excommimicated in- conse- 
quence by the Pope. Raymond was 
besieged within the walls of Tou- 
louse by Simon de Montfort, Earl of 
Leicester, appointed by Innocent III. 
head of the crusade against these he- 
retics. He met his death in one of 
the suburbs of the town, from a stone 
dischai^ed by a mangonel, whilst he 
was endeavouring to repel a sally of 
the citizens,. in the 9th month of the 
fruitless siege, on St. John Baptist's 
day, 1218. Count Raymond's con- 
struction is the oldest part of the 



church, and was doubtless intended to 
be removed by those who raised the 
very elegant Flamboyant Choir, The 
choir, of the 15th cent., is altogether 
Northern in style, but, "being, in the 
South, its triforium is not glazed. It 
was not roofed in until 1502, by the 
Cardinal d' Orleans, son of the bastard 
Bunois, who built also the bell-tower 
and the isolated column called JPilier 
d'OrleaTis, in front on entering the 
nave. There is some good painted 
glass in the choir. Riquet, the origi- 
nator of the Canal du Midi, is buried 
in the Cathedral. The tower is sin- 
gular from its form. 

Leaving the Place du Capitole, pass- 
ing down the Rue St, Rome to the 
Rue des Arts, in the desecrated 
church of the Augustins is the 
*Musee, one of the most interest- 
ing provincial collections in France, 
commenced at the great Revolution 
under the name of "the Southern 
Museum of the Republic," and con- 
sisting of a picture gallery, containing 
over 400 paintings filling two rooms, 
one of them being the old church 
itself, which has been re-roofed and 
re-floored. The best pictures are a 
Ferugino, St. John Evangelist and St. 
Augustin ; a Vander Meulen, Siege of 
Cambray ; and a curious painting of 
the eight capitouls forming the town 
council of Toulouse in 1645. There is 
a good collection of casts from the 
antique in the chapterhouse, an ele- 
gantly vaulted and groined hall of the 
14th cent., supported on light pillars, 
but the Collection of Antiquities is the 
most interesting portion; it is placed 
under the direction of M. du Mege, 
who may be considered its founder. 
The locale which it partly occupies is 
the elegant Gothic Cloister, the tra- 
ceried arches of which are supported 
on pillars of marble in pairs, produc- 
ing an efiect not unlike the Campo 
Santo at Pisa. 

In addition to a small series of 
Egyptian sculptures, and a few Greek 
bas-reliefs (cabinet Clarac), there are nu- 
merous inscriptions, Roman and Gallic, 
votive altars, &c., with fragments of 
statues and of marbles, from various 
places in Languedoc and the Pyrenees, 
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showing that the quarries of the 
latter were worked by the Romans. 
The most remarkable part of the col- 
lection, however, is the three following 
series, forming an almost uninterrupted 
chain in the history of art, from the 
Gallo-Roman period to the Renais- 
sance or oinque-cento. 

1st. A very large collection of an- 
tiquities dug up near the small town 
of Martres, on the 1. bank of the 
Garonne, below St. Gaudens, accord- 
ing to M. du M^ge the ancient Cala- 
gorris, which, in consequence of the 
excavations undertaken at his sugges- 
tion, has become a kind of Gaulish 
Pompeii. The discoveries consist of a 
series of about 40 busts and medal- 
lions of Roman emperors, and of 
members of their families, from Au- 
gustus and Claudius down to Gal- 
lienus, forming a tolerably complete 
portrait gallery ; of a number of small 
statues of Pagan divinities, of good 
execution; a series of bas-reliefs, much 
mutilated, representing the Labours of 
Hercules ; a mosaic of the head of a 
river god ; a number of Corinthian 
capitals, friezes, and other architeC' 
tural ornaments. Among the bronzes 
are a pair of w/ieels and the pole of a 
Boman chariot, dug up at Fa, near the 
Bains de Rennes. Two bas-reliefs, 
with inscriptions relating to the two 
Emperors named Tetricus, have given 
rise to much discussion among anti- 
quaries. They were found at Nerac. 

2nd. A collection of works of art 
of the middle ages, consisting of bas- 
reliefs, statues, monuments, portals, 
and & long series of curiously carved 
capitals '^ 6t columns obtained from 
ecclesiastic edifices and Christian 
monuments destroyed or desecrated 
at or since the Revolution, beginning 
with early Christian tombs, sarco- 
phagi, and coffins, covered with sculp- 
ture rude and debased in point of 
art, but showing Roman influence, 
bearing Christian symbols combined 
with heathen subjecrts, the cross, the 
labarum, the vine-branch, &c. One 
of, these, brought from the outer 
wall of the church of La Daurade, 
where it was known by the liame 
of ToTtibeau dd la Heine Pedauque (pes 



aucae, queen goose-leg), bears six bas- 
reliefs representing the multiplica- 
tion of loaves and fishes, the raising 
of Lazarus, and other symbolical sub- 
jects in use amongst the early Chris- 
tians. Another sarcophagus from St. 
Orens, at Auch, displays the sacri- 
fice of Isaac, and Lazarus deplored by 
Martha, with Adam and Eve. Others 
of these tombs come from the an- 
cient cemetery of St. Satumin in 
Toulouse. Several bas-reliefs which 
ornamented a portal of that church 
are preserved here ; one represents 2 
females seated, their legs crossed; one 
holds a ram, the other a lion : the 
names of these two signs of the zodiac 
being written at the side. It is not im- 
probable that they were executed in the 
time of Charlemagne. Prom St. Semin 
also comes a carving of a hawk, with 
a human head, treading under foot a 
monster, inscribed ** Crocodilus :** the 
allegory seems derived from Egypt. 
A pedestal in white marble, bearing 4 
figures in relief, 2 of them saints with 
palms (St. Justus and Rusticus), the 
Virgin, and a crowned king, supposed 
to be Charlemagne, holding a lotus- 
headed sceptre, and wearing a cross 
on his breast, was brought from 
the Cathedral of Karbonne, of which 
he was the founder. The curious 
Portal of the old Church of La Dmtrade, 
pulled down in 1812 when the monas- 
tery attached to it was converted into 
a tobacco manufactory, has been re- 
erected here, as nearly as possible in 
its original condition. Its circular 
arch is supported by statues, instead 
of pillars : attached to it are 4 figures 
in bas-relief, — David playing on the 
Harp, and the Virgin and our Saviour, 
with a king and queen, founders or 
benefactors of the church. The Portal 
of the Cathedral Chapterhouse at Tou- 
louse, decorated with figures of the 
Apostles in bas-relief, has been also 
removed hither. 

' There are numerous statues, partly 
coloured and gilt, of Christ, the Vir- 
gin, the Apostles, and Saints. A 
series of more than 60 capitals of 
columns, almost all difiTering in style 
and decoration, the greater part 
ornamented with subjects from the 
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Bible or Legends of Saints. The 
casts of sculptures from the chtiroh of 
St. Victor at Marseille, and from that 
of Moissac, merit attention, as well as 
many monumental effigies of noble 
knights' and high-bom dames, mitred 
abbots, bishops, and seyeral aroh- 
bishops of Toulouse. 

A third division of the mnseum 
contains Monuments of the Renaissance, 
including casts from a portion of the 
carved wood screen-work in the Ca- 
thedral of Auch, and church of St, 
Bertrand de Comminges. A Pietk, 
in white marble, from the Carmelite 
church at Carcassonne, several' fragt 
ments of statues, bas-reliefs, &q., by 
BackeHeTf a sculptor of Toulouse, and 
pupil of Michael Angelo, 1485.1 567. A 
relief, in whdte marble, of boys dancing, 
by Pierre Paul Pnget, is very clever. 

The museimi also boasts of possessing 
the ? ivory horn of the renowned Pahdin 
jRolcmd, richly carved — ^formerly pre- 
served in the treasury of the church of 
S. Semin, 

The Jardm des Plantes and Mus^ 
^Hist. NatureEe, on the All6e St, 
Michel, de8ei*ve a visit. In the gar- 
den is an extensive collection of Pyr- 
enean plants, and in the museum, of 
their minerals, as well as of fossil bones 
from the caverns of the AriSge, Auri^ 
nao, &c. 

The Puhiic Library, in the Rue du 
Lyc^e (10 to 3 every day except 
Monday), contains 60,000 vols., includ- 
ingthe collection of Racine. 

There are numerous specimclns in 
the streets of edifices in the style 
of the Renaissance ; one, perhaps the 
best, is attributed to Primatiocio, and 
is situated near the bridge over the 
Garonne. 

If the visitor, after passing the bridge 
of St. Rerre, will follow the Quai de 
Brienne, on the rt. bank of the Ga- 
ronne, he will soon i^each the Place de la 
Daurade, on which is the modem 
church, so named from the roof of gilt 
mosaics which originally adorned it, 
and the former Benedictine monas" 
tery, now the Manufacture des Tabacs, 
From here extebds the Qual de la 
Daurade to opposite the Pont Neuf, 
and farther south the Rue • de la 



Dalbade, in which is situated the Ch, 
of la Datbade of the 15th cent., with 
a high wide-vaulted roof, 58 it. span, 
uo aisles, and E. groined apse ; a 
great hall, quite - Southern, no light 
admitted below and very little above. 
On the outside a remarkable W. fa9ade 
by BacheUeTy Renaissance portal, and a 
handsome bell-tower. Farther on in 
the same street is the H6td Dagwm, 
more commonly known as the Mais&n 
de Pierre, a gaudy specimen of the 
style of the Renaissance ; and nearly 
opposite, the Hotel Felzius, with an or- 
namented portal, in much better taste, 
designed by Baohelief, Still farther 
on is the Arsenal, one of the largest in 
France, occupying the nunnery of 
Sainte Claire ; and a little beyond it 
Le Convent de V Inquisition, an obscure 
> edifice retaining its ill-omened name, 
biit now converted into an educational 
establishmeiit. It is memorable for 
crimes which stain the annals of Tou- 
louse. Here alone, in France, was 
that much dreaded tribunal allowed 
to take root. Here, as in Spain, it 
brought with it its usuad train of atro- 
cities, torturings, imprisonments, roast- 
ing at the stake the living, tearing up 
the dead from their graves, or refusing 
Christian burial to ite victims. . It was 
first ^tablished here,, in 'the time of 
Count Raymond VII. (1221), by the 
ecclesiastical council assembled to ex- 
terminate the heresy of the Albigenses, 
which, at the beginning of the 13th 
ce&t., had oversprei^ the entire S* of 
France, under the connivance or en- 
couragement of Raymond YI., of 
Toulouse, one of the wealthiest and 
most powerful princes of his time. 
St. Dominick himself, the founder of 
the Inquisition, visited Toulouse to 
water the thriving offset from his own 
terrible foundation.; the cell which 
he occupied was. shown uBtil 1772. 

Th0 Place de Salin was the scene 
upon which . the Autos da F^ took 
place by order of the Inquialtion* 

J. S. Yanini, a Neapolitan, con* 
demned as an atheist, was burned 
here, protestmg his innocence, 1619. 

The house N4^ 50, Rue d^s Fik- 
tiers, was in 1762 oocupted by a re- 
Electable Protestant £amily> named 
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Calaa. The father, Jean Galas, car- 
ried on the trade of a draper, and 
prospered, in good repute with his 
neighbours, and in contentment at 
hxnaek The only exception to his 
domestic happiness was the conver- 
sion, by a priest named Durand, of 
his third son, Jean Louis^ to the 
Boman Catholic faith. The youth 
had, in consequence, been sent from 
home, reoeiving a small allowance 
from hiis father. On the night of the 
13th-14th October, 1761, cries were 
heard issuing from the house of Galas, 
and the chic? of police, with an escort 
of soldiers, on entering it, found near 
the door the dead body of the eldest 
son of Galas, Marc Antoine by name. 
A proceS'Verial was prepared, declai*- 
ing that he had hung himself ; which 
there can be no doubt was the truth, 
for he was of a desponding temper- 
ament ; but a malicious cry was 
raised in the crowd by a person un- 
known, that he had been strangled by 
his father, to prevent his abjuring 
Calvinism as his brother had done, 
and the report spread, and was partly 
believed by the fanatic Toulousans. 
The elder Galas was in consequence 
accused of the muzder of his own son, 
before the Parliament of Toulouse ; 
and that ancient and venerable as- 
sembly, without listening to the evi- 
dence which had been prepared, and 
without any proof of his guilt, sullied 
its reputation for justice by condemn- 
ing lum, at the. age of 63, to be tor- 
tared and broken on the wheel, and 
his remains to be burnt and scattered 
to the winds. 

The sentence of condemnation, in 
virtue of which this judicial murder 
was perpetrated, runs as follows: — 
*' La Cour le condamne k ^tre livre 
aux mains de Texecuteur de la haute 
justice, qui, t£te, pieds nus, et en 
chemise, la hart au col, le montera 
sur le chanbt k ce destine, et le con- 
duit devant la porte principide de 
rSglise de Toulouse ; oil, etaut k 
genoux, tenant entre ses mains une 
torche de cire jaune aUumee, du poids 
de deux livres, il fdra amende hono- 
rable, et demandera pardon k Dieu, 
au Roi et k la justice, de ses crimes 



et mefSuts ; ce fait, le remontera sur 
le chariot, et le conduira k la Place 
Saint'G^rge de o^tte ville, oh, sur 
un echa£aud, qui y sera k cet effet 
dress^, il lui rompra et briaera les bras, 
jambes, cuisses et reins ; ensuite Vex- 
posera sur une roue qui sera dressee 
tout aupr^ du dit 6chafiBiud, la feuce 
toumSe vers le ciel, pour y vivre en 
peine et repentance de ses dits mefaits, 
servir d'exemple, et donner de la ter- 
reur aux meobants, tout autant qu'il 
plaise k Dieu de hii donner la vie ; et 
son corps sera jet6 dans un biicher 
prepare k cet effet sur la dite Place, 
pour y dtre consume par les flammes, 
et ensuite (ses cendres) jetees au vent. 
Prialablement le dit Galas sera appli- 
que k la question ordinaire et extraor- 
dinaire, sera le dit Galas pere etrangle, 
apres avoir resti deux heures sur la 
roue. Juge le 9 mai 1762. — Cassan, 
Glairac, rapporteurs." He bore the 
torture inflicted on him in the Hotel 
de Ville with the greatest firmnesa, 
answering all questions with the ut- 
most clearness, and giving no advan- 
tage to his interrogators, but persisting 
in maintaining his innocence. On the 
scaffold, after suffering with the most 
patient resignation the agonies of his 
punishment for 2 whole hours, during 
which he was subjected to the znental 
racldngs of a Romish priest, being still 
fully fJive, the signal was given to ^e 
executioner to inflict the "coup di 
grace." 

''De faux temoins ont digare mes 
juges," exclaimed he, before breathing 
his last breath; " je meurs innocent: 
J^us- Christ, qui ^tait rinnocenoe 
m4me, voulut mourir par un supplioe 
plus cruel encore." The very Domi- 
nican Friars who attended Calas ex- 
claimed as he expired, "II est mort 
im juste!" With his murder an end 
was put to the cruel persecutions of 
the Protestants which had. disgraced 
the South of France for almost a cen- 
tury, and, chiefly owing to the praise- 1 
worthy exertions of Voltaire and hi« I 
able advocate £lie de Beaumont in de- 
fending Jean Galas and exposing his 
p^nsieeutors^ his sentence was reveraed 
and his innocence proclaimed by the 
Parliament at Paris. 
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The Palais de Justice, at a short 
difitance from the cannon foundry, 
totally modernise^, and for the most 
part a new building, was the seat of 
the Parliament of Toulouse, where its 
sittings were held. The handsome 
Boulevard St. Michei leads from here to 
the Jardin des Flantes and the Grand 
Bond or BouUngrin, the handsomest 
promenade in the city. 

At a short distance below the Bridge 
of St. Pierre the navigation of the 
Garonne is interrupted by the Baza- 
cle, a weir thrown across it to supply 
water to a large corn-mill. 

Between this mill and the Pont 
St. Pierre is the mouth of the Canal 
de Brienne, constructed by the arch- 
bishop whose name it bears, to remedy 
the interruption in the navigation 
caused by the mill-weir. It runs 
nearly parallel with the Garonne for 
about } mile below the Bazacle, and 
then falls into the Canal du Midi. A 
fine avenue of trees leads to this juno- 
tton. Here the 2 cai^als are crossed 
by small bridges, between which, on 
a level with the water, is stuck a large 
piece of sculpture, in high relief, of 
white marble, representing some un- 
meaning allegory, without allusion to 
the founder of the great work, Riquet. 
and contemptible in execution. 

A few hundred yards below this, the 
Canal du Midi (Rte. 93), after sweeping 
round the E. and N. sides of the city of 
Toulouse, enters the Garonne through 
a basin provided with double locks, 
and guarded against ice by a sort of 
pier. The Garonne is at this point 
144 metres, or 472 feet, above the 
level of the Atlantic. The navigation 
of the Garonne, though carried on by 
barges, is very difficult, owing to rocks 
and Btems of trees in its bed, from 
Toulouse to the junction of the Tarn; 
but this is remedied by the construc- 
tion of a magnificent canal, in conti- 
nixation of the Canal du Midi, running 
parallel to the Garonne as far as Agen 
(JRte, 73). 

At the battle of Toulouse the inner 
bank of the canal, towards the town, 
Teas lined with French troops, and 
every bridge over it strongly defended 
by tdtes de pont and Intrenchments. 



In an attack mado by the Irtish Light 
Division upon the bridge nearest the 
embouchure, of the canal, intended by 
the Duke , of Wellington merely as a 
feint but converted by Picton, in dis- 
obedience to orders, . into a hopeless 
assault, the British were repulsed with 
a loss of 400 men. 

A monument has been erected, in 
the grounds of the Chateau Gragnague, 
near the rly. stat. of that nam^y 10 min. 
walk from the city, on the N", side of the 
canal, to a British officer of great merit. 
Colonel Forbes, of the 45th regiment. 
Several other English moniunental tab- 
lets to officers who fell in the battle 
of Toulouse, placed in the Protestant 
ch., have been restored by express com- 
mand of the Emperor Napoleon III. 

The best point for surveying the 
field of the Battle of Toulouse (April 
10, 1814), as well as for viewing the 
town, is the Obelisk of brick, erected 
by the city, " Aux Braves morts pour 
la Patrie," occupyiug the site of one 
of Marshal Soult's redoubts, taken by 
the English, on the height of Calvinet. 
It is reached by traversing the fine 
oval place, and the broad Avenue, Alice 
L. Napoleon, crossing the canal at the 
fiying bridge, or Pont Matabiau, and 
ascending at the back of the Ecole 
V^tdrinaire. The chief interest of 
the view is the distant chain of 
the Pyrenees, occupying the horizon, 
whose peaks may be discerned, in fine 
weather, from the Canigou on the 
E. to the Pic du Midi de Bigon-e 
on the W., with the Maiadetta, Cra- 
bioules, and Mt. Perdu in the centre. 
The city itself is not striking; the 
country around is very flat and mono- 
tonous, and the Garonne runs in too 
deep a bed to form a feature in the 
landscape. 

Marshal Soult's position was along the 
heights called La Colonne (by Napier 
Mont Rave), composed of two plat- 
forms, Calvinet ^on which stands the 
obeli^) and Sypierre, both of which 
had been fortified, several weeks be- 
forehand, with 5 redoubts, and in- 
trenchments between them, movinte<l 
with a great many guns. The action 
was rather the storming of an in- 
trenched citadel than a battle. The 
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hill of Colonne is a natiiral citadel 
and the bulwatk of Toulouse, entirely 
insulated except on its S. side. The 
position was supported by the canal, 
and by the ramparts by which the 
town was then surrounded in the rear 
of the canal; and in front the posi- 
tion was covered by the Ers. That 
stream was at the time unfordable, 
and all the bridges over it had been 
blown up, or strongly guarded, except 
that of Croix Daurade, taken by the 
British Hussars the day before the 
battle. (General Beresford's division, 
which achieved the victory, had to 
make a flank movement, marching for 
2 m. up the rt. bank of the Ers, 
between the stream and the position of 
Soult, imder the fire from the heights, 
over marshy ground, intersected by 
watercourses and a deep sunk road, 
and rendered almost impassable by 
artificial inundations. After passing 
Calvinet, the British troops formed, 
and, charging up the height, took first 
the redoubt on Sypierre, and afterwards 
those on Calvinet. Here, however, 
a terrible struggle took place : the 
British, " clinging to the brow of th^ 
hill," in spite of the masses opposed to 
them, stood fast on the ground they 
had gained; and though the French 
made desperate efforts from the canal, 
they never retook it. A previous 
attack on Calvinet, made in the early 
part of the day by thd Spaniards, had 
been- very different in its result ; so 
quickly, indeed, did they retire, that 
the Duke of Wellington said of them, 
"h^ never before saw 10,000 men 
running a race;" 1500 of them were 
slaughtered on the slope of this hill, 
chiefly in a hollow road upon its flank, 
raked by a battery from the Pont de 
Matabiau on the canal, which "sent 
its bullets from, flank to flank, hissing 
through the quivering mass of flesh 
and bones," to use the words of Colonel 
Nupier. No traces of the intrench- 
ments remain. 

At 5" o'clock P.M. Soult withdrew 
his wholb ariny behind the canal. 
The next day ne remained inactive, 
And on the night of the 11th was 
" forced to abandon" Toulouse, leaving 
behind 1600 wounded and 3 generals, 



to fall prisoners into the hands of the 
allies. They lost in this battle 4659 
men and 4 generals; the French nearly 
3000, and 5 generals killed or wounded; 
a useless waste of human life, since 
Napoleon had abdicated some days 
previously, on the 4th April, though 
that event was unknown to either of 
the commanders. There can be no 
doubt that the chaise brought against < 
Marsljial Soult of flghting tlus battle 
though aware of what had happened 
at Paris is unfounded, and the Duke 
of "Wellington himself has nobly vin- 
dicated him from it. The forces of 
the allies amounted to 52,000 men; 
but of these only 24,000, and 52 guns, 
were actually engaged ; the French had 
38,000 men, with from 80 to 90 guns. 
This is the estimate drawn out with 
the utmost fairness by Colonel Napier. 

Not far from the hill of the Obelisk 
is the public Cemetery and Jardin des 
Plantes. 

The principal Caf^ are in the Place 
du Capitole. The market held here 
IS very abundantly supplied : fruit, 
vegetables, poultry, and wine are very 
cheap; butter and milk dear; ortolans, 
truffles, figs, pat^s de foies de canards, 
are the delicacies which the gour- 
mand will appreciate here. 

Fiacres, good, 90 c. the course; 
1 fr. 50 c. the hour. 

Post Office, Hue St. Ursule. 

The country immediately about 
Toulouse is generally flat and unin- 
teresting, and, being besides arid, and 
burnt up in summer, the want of 
shade and verdure, and the excessive 
dust, offer no inducements to explore it. 

Jtailvoays to Bordeaux by Montauban 
and Agen (Rte.' 73) ; to Cette and 
Marseilles by Carcassonne, Narbonne, 
Nimes and Aries ; to Tarbes, Pan, 
Bayonne ; to Montauban, Agen, Auch, 
Tarbes, and the W.Pyrenees generally; 
to Pamiers and Foix ; to Limoux, Per- 
pignan, and the E. Pyrenees. 
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BOUTE 72b. 

TES80NI^B£S TO ALBI AND CABHAUX. 



Tessoni^res to 
Marsae . . 
Albi . . . 
Garmaux . 



KU. Miles. 

7 4 

17 10 

32 19 



This shorts line branchoB off at Tes- 
sonidres. See Rte. 72. Beven trains 
daily, in half an houi*, to Albi. 
4 m. Marsae Stat., on the Tarn. 
6 m. Albi (^Tnns : H. Desprats, very 
good and moderate ; H. des Am- 
bassadeurs ; H. du Nord, also good) — 'an 
anoieut oity^ chief town of the lD(fpt. 
du Tarn, 16,596 Inhab., in the midst 
of the plain of Iiangnedoc, watered, by 
the river Tarn, here crossed by a mo- 
dem Bridge of open brickwork. Its 
buildingB are of brick, as througbout 
all this district. The ramiparts have 
been thrown down and planted, esp'e- 
eially on the side next the new Quar- 
tier de Yigan, where extensive walks, 
avenues, and gardens have replaced 
them. 

The ^Cathedral of St. Cecile, th* chief 
building in the town, is a noble Qathie 
edi£oe of brick, entirely Southern in 
design, but Northern in details. It 
was begun about the middle of the 
I4th oent., and is -chiefly of that age, 
Interrupted at the beginning of the 
16th. The tower at the W. end i^ 
190 ft. high, and : resembles a nuBi- 
ive brick donjon, built for defiinoe; 
kresenting no openiiig in 'Ihe lower 
Murt. The entrsuice on the S. side is 
aised Gonsiderably above the grotknd, 
nd was pro^ted by oviter tt orl^, qf 



which one tower still remains. On the 
N. side ^e Sacristies, strongly forti- 
fied, connected it with the Bishop*^ 
Palace, itself a fortress, with a 'massive 
keep, and outworks continued down to 
the river. The S. porch, of 3 open arches, 
enriched with mouldings and tracery, 
is a fine example of the style of the 
beginning of the 16th cent., and has 
been well restored (1868). It is ap- 
proached by a flight of steps. The 
interior, like other churches in the S.', 
is. one immense unbroken vatilted hall, 
262ffc. long, withotit transepts or aisles, 
and unsupported by pillars, 98 ft. high^ 
and 62 ft. vdde, not including the 
chapels which surround the lower part 
of the building, and are continued up 
to the roof, in duplicate chapels not 
used. The Choir is merely the E. half 
of the chancel inclosed, and divided 
from the nave by a rood'hft (ivb^ of 
extreme beauty of design, and elaborate 
delicacy of execution in its Gk)thic 
ti-acery, foliage, &c. ; theinclosure of 
the choir is of equally rich workman- 
gfhip, the date of both being early in 
the 16th cent. But one of the most 
singular features in this curiou^ch. is 
the proftisibn of paintings of scripture 
subjects— Last Jtidgment, &c.— cover- 
ing the 6ntire roof and walls, which 
escaped destruction at the Kevolution; 
portions in the vaults are of the utmost 
fr^hness, On an azure ground, the woiHc 
of Italian artists early in the 16th cent. 
(1505). In soijie of the side chapels 
are paintings in a style resembling 
that of the early German schools ; 
and <fcough the plain surface of such 
a large simple exterior requires deco- 
ration, it must be confessed that the 
effect iti this instance is far from 
pleasing. The stone carvings of the 
choir, consisting of elaborate tabernacle 
work with a profusi6n of statues, were 
Executed for Cardinal d*Amboise by a 
company of itinerant masonfi from 
Strasburg. Vhs, at the W. tod of the 
interior the circular baatement on 
which the huge tow^r rests, and the 
buttresses with eurted faces outside. 

The Pf^fecture, oli the margin of the- 
Tarn, formerly the Episcopal Palace, 
but at a still earlier period the resi^ 
dence of the counts of tU© Albigeojs, 
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is a oastellatecl edifice with much Gothic 
enrichmeQt. It has a pretty terraced 
garden, overlooking the river. 

The Ch, of St. Salvi, near the ca- 
thedral, retains Romanesque remains, 
and a cloister of the 12th cent., in 
which is a pretty recessed tomb of the 
13th cent. 

There are some manufactures here 
of coarse linens, candles, and cutting 
implements, files, scythes; also of tcoad 
(pastel), which has been made here 
from a very early period. The chief 
commerce is in grain; the plain of 
Albi being one of the richest corn 
countries of Southern France. 

Albi has given its name to the sect 
of dissenters from the Ch. of Home, 
the AlbiqeoiSf who abounded in the 
district during the 12th and beginning 
of the 13th centuries, and who were 
condemned as heretics by a council 
held here, 1254, and soon after nearly 
exterminated at the siege of Beziers 
(Rte. 126). 

Albi was the birthplace of the un- 
fortunate circumnavigator. La Pey- 
rouse. A statue of him has been 
erected on the Place ; an anchor, fished 
up from the sea, supposed to have be- 
longed to his ship, is placed beside it. 

Th^ little Ch, of Lescurea, on the 
opposite side of the river, is quite a 
model of the Byzantine style of the 
11th cent, as it exists in this part of 
France. 

Rly to Castres and Castekiaudary 
(fete. 03). 

£At Saut de Sabot, about 3 m. off, the 
course of the Tarn is intercepted by 
rapids of considerable descent, by the 
side of which works for the manufac- 
ture of steel are established. 

The Ccutle of Oastelnau de Levi, on 
the rt. bulk of the Tarn, is a pic- 
turesque object. The Tarn is crossed 
at the village of MarsaoJ] 

From Albi the rly. runs N. over 
a hilly country, separating the valleys 
of the Tarn and C^ron, to 

9 m. Carmaux Sitat«, on the Ceron, 
a town of 4758 Inhab. ; coal-mines 
fvre worke4 T^es^c here, 



ROUTE 73. 

TOULOUSE TO BOBDEAUX (EA.II.). 

EiL Miles. 

Tonlonae to MontauboQ . . 51 31 

MolBsac 80 50 

Valence d'Agen ... 95 60 

Ageu 121 IS 

Tonnelng 167 100 

Harmande J .... 178 110 

LaUeole 196 121 

laapm 215 133 

Bordeaux 257 159 

The first part of .the line from Tou- 
louse crosses a monotonous continua* 
tion of the plain of Languedoc. The 
rly; runs parallel to the Gkuronne and 
the Canal de la Garonne, a continua- 
tion of the Oanal du Midi, made to 
avoid the difficulties of the. nsTi- 
gation of the river. It is singular 
that this canal should have been con- 
structed almost simultaneously witk 
the rly. which<in some measure musb 
have superseded its use; 

IS m. Orisolles Stat.y between the 
canal and the river. 

The Garonne runs parallel with thi 
rly 4, at a little distance on the 1. 
The British army, under the Duke of 
WeUington^ passed the river, before 
the battle of Toulouse, by 2 pontoon 
bridges, above tiie small town of Gre- 
nade on the 1. bank, nearly opposite 
Oastelnau» 15 m. below Toulouse. The 
capture of the bridge over it at- la Croa 
Daurade, by ^ gaJlant charge of the 
18th hussars, on l^e day before ths 
battle, secured a communication be- 
tween the columns of thfl allied army, 
part of which marched up the rt. aiH 
part up. tiie 1. bank of the Lers^ i» 
attack the strong position of Msrshil 
Soult. • 

14 m. XMLtaulMai Junot. Stat (Bat 
fet). CJnns : H. de I'Europe, good; H. 
de France ; H. du Midi.) ThisoHMta^ 
of the D^pt. de Tam-et-Garonne is a 
Xovfn Qf 27,054 lahab., with olewi ^ 
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wide streets, on the rt. bank of the 
Tarn, here lined by a handsome quay, 
and crossed by a brick bridge built 
in 1335, but modernized, at the 
end of which stands the Pr^ecture, 
a square building with 4 turrets at 
its angles. The Cathedral is a large 
modem building in the Italian style 
of iSth cent., with a facade at the 
W. end. In it and in the ch. of the 
suburb of Sapiac are 2 pauitings by the 
late M, Ingres, who was born here. 
The octagon brick tower of the Ch, 
of St. Jacques (14th cent.) deserves 
notice. 

Their, de FtVfo— at the E. end of the 
bridge, contains a collection of Pictvres, 
the only remarkable part of which are 
drawings and other works hy Ingres, 
bequeathed by him to his native town, 
occupying 2 rooms. Ohs, Jesus among 
the Doctors, many original sketches 
by him ; an antique statue of Cupid, 
&c. 

** The Promenade of Les Terrasses 
on the borders of ,the Tescou, and on 
the highest part of the ramparts, com- 
mands that noble plain, one of the 
richest in Europe, which extends on 
E>ne side to the sea, and in firont to the 
Pyrenees, whose towerix^g masses, 
beaped one upon another in a stu- 
[>endous manner, and covered with 
mow, offer a variety of lights and 
thades from their indented forms and 
he immensity of their projections. 
rhis prospect has a sort of oceanic 
'agtneHa, in which the eye loses itself ; 
n almost boundless scene of cultiva- 
ion ; an animated but confused mass 
f fnjSnitdly varied parts, melting gra- 
ually into the distant obscure, from 
rhich arises the amazing frame of the 
fTQneea, rearing their silvered heads 
IT iabove the clouds," — A, Young. 
Hontaubon is a flourishing manui* 
cturing town, producing various 
nds of woollen tissues. iKearly one- 
Uf of its Inhab. are Protestants, and 
«re is a College here fojr the in- 
ruction of young men desUned for 
e Keformea Church ministry. 
In tbe 16th and 17th cents. Mont- 
ban ivas a great stronghold of Pro- 
srtantism, its inhabitants having et^^ly 
ibr^ced the Reformed doctiinea. Jt 



endured in consequence a memorable 
siege in 1621, from the royal army 
led on by the favourite De Luynes, 
who brought hither his master Louis 
XIII. ; but, instead of witnessing its 
fall, after nearly 3 months of fruitless 
assault, Louis and his minister were 
forced to withdraw, such was the ob- 
stinate bravery of the inhabitants and 
the skill of their governors. In the 
reign of Louis XIV,, under the influ- 
ence of Madame de Maintenon, the 
Protestants of Montauban were singled 
out to suffer the direst persecutions, 
inflicted by the so-called Dragonnades, 
or quartering of regiments of soldiers 
on them, who exercised every species 
of licence, inquisitorial tyranny, and 
cruelty, with the design of forcing 
them to bpcome Roman Catholics. 

Rlys, to Capdenac. Rodez, and Au- 
rillac, to Agen and rerigueux, and to 
Albi and Castres. 

Leaving Montauban, the country is 
still admirably cultivated, but mo- 
notonous. 

7 m. yUledieu Stat. 

5 m. Cdstel Sarrazin Stat., a town 
of 6836 Inhab., cai;rying on some 
trade in the com grown on the plain 
around. Opinions differ as to the 
origin of the name; some, deriving it 
from the Saraoens, who may have, built 
the Castle, of which scanty remains 
exist, to seciure themselves in this part 
of France ; others, from Castel-sur- 
Azin, the name of the small stream 
running through it. It has a curious 
ch. of Transition period, with a massive 
W. octagon. 

The river Tat^ is crossed by a 
tubular bridge close to an aqueduct 
over which the canal is carried. 

5 m. Moissac Stat, (Inns : H. duKordj 
H. du Midi), a town of 10,205 Inhab., 
9n the rt. bank of the Tarn. Its in- 
terestihg Ch, of St, Pierre and St. Paul 
(M. H.), once attributed to ^ celebrated 
abb^ founded by Clovis, or more prp- 
bably by St. Amand of Maestidcht in 
the 7th cent., has a vevy remarkable 
portal, " together with a mass of work 
surrounding the tower, battlemented, 
to4 4«iigned fov defence, wWcU wa^ 
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added about 1150 to a narthex with a 
vaulted chamber and incomplete tower 
over it, all built about 1100. The 
upper chamber formerly had 3 openings 
into the old ch., and the narthex below 
now opens into the present Ch. (of the 
beginning of the 15th cent.), which 
has neither aisles nor transepts, but a 
mere inclosure for choir and side cha- 
pels, with other inaccessible chapels 
above them as at Albi."--2>. T. The 
Foroh is deeply recessed, preceding a 
pointed arch, the mouldings and tym- 
panum of which, over the door, are 
enriched with the most fantastic sculp- 
tures, designed with the utmost bold- 
ness and fancy. Figures of apostles, 
saints, angels^ bas-reliefs, fanciful pat- 
terns and mouldings, have been dashed 
off with wonderful freedom. The cen- 
tral 3)ier of ijiarble, supporting the 
doorway, is composed of lions inter- 
twined, and the side walls under the 
porch are covered with sculpture in 
marble, showing both Byzantine and 
Runic elements in the design. The 
band of circular rosettes on the lintel 
is of classical beauty. In thd interior 
are some very early mosaics. 

The doisiers (M.H.), a range.of pointed 
arches, resting on twin pillars with 
singular capitals, were constructed in 
1110, as is recorded on one of the 
pillars, the materials of an older 
structure being worked up in them. 
The Refectory was destroyed to make 
room for the i*ailway. 

An ahdient fountain in the town 
merits notice. 

A suspension bridge of 4 loops 
crosses rly., canal, and river Tarn, 

5 m. Malause Stat., a prettily situated 
town, whose ancient castle has been 
destroyed since the first Revolution. 
The flat land ceases here, and the 
country around is more pleasing: the 
Garonne, which the rly. nowapproache3, 
is a charming feature in the landscape. 

4 vd, ValeHce d*Agen Stat. A town 
of 3697 Inhab., by the Garonne. ' 

17 m. Agen Jtinct. Stat. (^Bufet^ 
good.) {Inns: H. du Petit St. Jean, 
comfortable, good cuisine, famed for 
its Terrines de N^rac and pftt^s aux 
truflfes ; H, de Frari<?e, good and 
pheap.) 



This chief town of the D^pt. de 
Lot-et-Garonne, consists of an old 
quarter, composed chiefly of narrow 
streets, with 18,222 Inhab., agreeably i 
situated on the rt. bank of the Glaronne; 
and of a cheer^l modem quarter, 
whose houses creep up the hill behind 
the station, covered with trees, vine- 
yards, and country-houses, called la C^te 
de TErmitage, from a grotto once ocoa- 
pied by a hermit. It is surmounted br 
a colossal statue of the Virgin, and a 
modem Gothic church. The Gteronne 
is here crossed by a stone bridge and 
a Suspension Bridge, between which Mid 
the town runs a beautiful avenue of 
tr^es, forming an agreeable promeiutda 
called lie Oraviers, Here a great iW" 
is held in the month of June. 

The Canal is carried overthe Garonne 
here, on a 3rd Bridge or panderous 
Aqueduct of 23 arches. 

The CatK of St, Caprais (M. H.), new 
the Stat., is, a Romanesque biiildiiig, 
very wide; the 8 apses and part of tran- 
sept alone are' of 11th cent. It has 
been badly restored. There are a few 
scanty remains of the cathedral of St. 
Etienne, destroyed at the Revolution; 
its site is now the cattle-market. 

The Ch, of the Jacobins (13th cent) 
of brick, spacious and lofty, with - 
parallel aisles. The portals are modem. 

The Pr€fecturef originally the epis- 
copal palace, is a handsome edifice. 

Agen was known to the Romans 
under the name Agedinum. The early 
Christians suffered severe persecution 
here frbm a Roman prsetor; and St. 
Vincent, the 2nd bishop, and many 
followers, underwent martyrdom, being 
torn to pieces on the spot now occupied 
by the Fontaine St. Vincent. 

Those who have time should vnSk 
to the top of the rocky height of 
L'jEiinitage, on the way to Villeneuve, 
for the sake of the view over the 
valley of the Gkironne and. the distazrf 
Pyrenees. In a pretty ^orge or re- 
cess in' th'6 slope of the hill is tlft 
house of the great scholar Julius Scir 
liger, whither he retired, in the rei^ 
of Francis I.; after migrating from his 
native' city, Verona. He died here 
1558 J and here his no less learu^d sou, 
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Joseph Justus, was born 1540. Agen 
is ako the buiihplace of Bernard Fa- 
lissy, inventor of a beautiful species of 
earthenware, the Wedgwpod of the 
16th century ; also of the naturalists 
Lac^pMe and Bory de St. Vincent. 
Here waa bom, and dwelt and san^ 
until his death, a rustic poet named 
Jasmin, a perruquier by trade, the 
last representative of the Troubadours. 
His songs are very popular through- 
out the S. of Frajice, in the country 
of the Langue d'Oc. 

A great number of orchards of plum- 
trees clothe the slopes and fields 
about the town, and produce the well- 
known pruneaux d'Agen, which form 
an article of considerable export trade. 

Between Agen and Tonneins is also 
exceedingly fertile, and round the 
fields are seen the apricot, plum, green- 
^ge, and cherry trees which supply 
Europe with preserved fruit. The 
fruit ia dried in stoves on the spot. 

^Excursion ; To the Castle of Mont- 
luc, to the ch. of Moiraz.] 

liailvjays : To Toulouse, by Montau- 
ban. To Paris by Perigueux, Limoges, 
and Orleans (Rtes. 71 and 70) ; — to 
Auch and Tarbes (Rte. 79) : the most 
direct line between Paris and the cen- 
tral region of the Pyrenees. 

Leaving Agen, the rly. runs parallel 
to the Garonne as far as Bordeaux. 

4 m. Colayrac Stat. 

5 m. Fourtic Stat. 

4 m. Fort St. Marie Stat. 

[11 m. S. from Port St. Marie, and 
16 from Agen, is Nerao (^Inn : H. 
du Tertre, fiamous for its pdt^s, or 
terrinea de perdrix),.a town of 7717 
Inhab., pleasingly situated on the 
Ba'ise, once capit«d of the duchy d' Al- 
bret. It was an ancient possession of the 
family d*Albret, who built and resided 
in the venerable Castle, which remained 
nearly entire down to the Revolution, 
but is now demolished, excepting one 
wing, and its fosses, turned into gardens. 
Yet even this fragment is interesting, 
because within its walls Marguerite 
d'Angouldme, Queen of Navarre, held 
her court, assembling around her the 



men most distinguished by leammg and 
literary genius of the time; among 
others, Calvin, Beza, Clement Marot, 
here found an asylum from persecution 
down to 1 534. At a later period, the 
"Bon Roi Henri," whose mother resided 
in the castle to ^vithin four months ot 
his birth, passed here a portion of his 
youth. His chamber Is pointed out at 
the "W. end of the building. Here, in 
1579, Catherine de Medicis held a con- 
ference. 

The promenade called La Oarenne 
was once the park of the kings of 
Navarre, planted by Marguerite de 
Valois. A bronze statue of Henri IV. 
has been erected here to his memory 
by a private individual, inscribed 
"Alumno, moxPatri NostroH'^". IV." 

The Fontaine de St, Jean is over- 
shadowed by 2 elms, planted by Henri 
IV, and Marguerite de Valois. 

Corks are manufactured here for the 
wine-merchants of Bordeaux.] 

5 m. Aiguillon Stat., a town of 3876 
Inhab., on the 1. bank of the Lot, 
about a mile above its influx into the 
Garonne. Its principal building is the 
large chateau on an eminence, left un- 
finished by the Due d' Aiguillon, minis- 
ter of Louis XV. The duchy of 
Aiguillon was created by Henri IV., 
1 599, in favour of the Duo de Mayenne. 
The old castle, so stoutly defended by 
the English in 1346, when besieged for 
5 montns bv Jean Due de Normandie, 
son of Philippe de Valois, with an 
army of 60,000 men, no longer exists. 
Although the prince directed against it 
20 assaults in 7 days, and though he had 
sworn not to move until itwas taken, he 
was compelled to retire from before its 
walls without having succeeded, being 
called ofif by intelligence of his fathei's 
defeat at Cr^cy. 

5 m. Nicole Stat. 

5 m. Tonneins Stat. (^Inn: H. d'An- 
gleterre), ia cheerful-looking town, 
chiefly of modern buildings,, remark- 
able for the beauty of its situation, on 
the rt. bank of the Garonne, containing 
8007 Ii^hab,, half of whom are Protest- 
ants. The population of this part of 
the country, particularly in tne vile 
lages, is principally Protestant. Ther- 
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are extensive manufactures of cordage 
here^ and A royal manufactory of to- 
haccoy lai^e quantities of which are cul- 
tivated around Tonneins, and through- 
out the D^pts. of the Lot and Lot-et- 
Garonne. There is a suspension-bridge 
over the Garonne here. 

4 m. FauguetoUes Stat. 

6 m. Marmande Stat, (/tuu ; H. du 
Chemin de Fer ; H. des Messageries), 
a town of venerable aspect, many of 
its houses being timber-framed. Pop. 
8564. The Church, 15th cent. (M. H.), 
has a fine nave and a cloister. From 
this the castle of Biron (Rte. 72a) may 
be visited. 

The railroad avoids the windings 
made by the river below Marmande, 
being carried in nearly a straight line. 

A fine suspension-bridge of a single 
span, 558 ft. wide, crosses the river at 

11 m. La Heole Stat. (^Inns: H. La- 
font ; H. R6glade), a town of 4244 
Inhab., retaining the ruins of an an- 
cient castle, which Froissart says was 
built by the Saracens. The vast Bene- 
dictine monastery, rebuilt in the 17th 
century and suppressed at the Revo- 
lution, has been converted into a 
nunnery. Ohs, the Gothic Ch, of St. 
Pierre (M. H.) 

11 m. St. Macaire Stat., retaining 
its feudal walls and possessing a fine 
Romanesque Ch, of St. Sauveur, of the 
12th cent., with a facade of the 13th, 
and the interior covered with frescoes 
of the same date not very judiciously 
restored. A Bridge, 656 ft. long, carries 
the road over the Garonne into 

2 m. Ldngon Junct. Stat. (Inn : H. 
du Cheval Blanc), a town of 4505 
Inhab., partly surrounded by old walls, 
on the 1. bank of the Garonne, crossed 
only by a ferry-boat until 1831, when 
the Suspension Bridge was thrown across. 
The Gh. built by the English has 12 
modem painted windows. 

The tide runs up as far as this. 

[A short line of rly., of 12j m., 
passing through 5 m. Nizau ViUan- 
draut Stat. (ne*r which is the Castle in 
which was bom Bertrand de Goth, 
who became pope under the name of 
Clement V'.), connects Langon with 

Bazas Stat. (Inns: H. Cazeau, small, 
but clean ; H, Cheval Blanc), an ancient 



town of 4766 Inhab., which exii^ in 
the time of the Romans, and is meti- 
tioned under the name of Vesates by 
Ausonius, whose father was bom here. 
It has a good Gothic Church, once a 
cathedral, without transepts, but with 
aisles in pure l^orthetti style. The W. 
facade has 3 portals rich m sculpture, 
wnich has been much mutilated, ori- 
ginally very good, but finishing above 
in an ill-looking Renaissance top ; a 
good N. steeple with crocketed spire. 
It dates for the most x>art late in &e 
13th cent., but has portions of 14th, 
15th, and even 16th cents., when the 
nave vaults and some piers, destroyed 
by the Huguenots, were rebmlt. 
Every window is filled with, modern 
glass. Bazas retains on its outskirts 
fragments of the old town walls, 
flanked by towers. Under them, to 
the S., is a pretty Public "Walk over- 
looking a valley.3 

The banks of the river along the 
main line of rly. are here clothed with 
vineyards, whose produce in chiefly 
white wines, known by the name of 
Vins de Grave. Sauterne and Barsac 
are both grown in the commune of 

3 m. Freignac Stat. The Chdtenn 
^Yquem is the prince of the wines 
of this district. 

Barsdc Stat., whence conies the 
white wine so named, is a town of 
2917 Inhab. 

[^Cadillac, on the opposite bank of 
the Garonne, was the seat of the Due 
d'Epemon, governor of the province 
of Guienne in the 17th cent. ; the first 
duke, who was a great favoinite of 
Henri III., but died in the prison of 
Loches, built the Chateau (1598), which 
is now converted into a female Feni- 
tentiary. The ch. of Cadillac has 
a handsome Romanesque fSacade. 
Wine-casks ai*e manufactured in laige 
quantities here. 

3 m. Cerons Stat., an old caatle. 

2 m. Fodensdc Stet. 

At Langoiroh; at the foot of th? 
slope, ace ruins of A castle built tf- 
parently in the 14th cent. : n«< 
this Berquin, the aiithor of 'L'Aaii 
des Enfans,' was bom.] 

3 m. Portets Stat. 

The country now becomes more 
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opea; we are in fact on the border 
of the Landes. Kear Bordeaux a buc 
cession of vineyards and country houses 
are passed. Here, however, the vines 
are trained on poles, and not along 
the ground, and produce a very strong 
dark red wine, which is converted by 
distillation into brandy. 

3 m. St, Medard SEyrana Stat. 

[4 m. from the stat. of St. Medard, 
is the Chateau de la Brede, the birth- 
place and family seat of Secondat 
de Montesquieu. It is a low, many- 
sided castle, probably of j difierent 
periods down to the' 16th century, 
surmounted by a circular doijon 
entirely surrounded by the waters of 
the Qu^mort, which forms a broad 
fosse aroimd it^ and served anciently 
to defend it, since it can only be 
entered by three bridges (once draw- 
bridges). It is far from imposing, either 
without or within. It retains its pri- 
mitive condition nearly unaltered, to- 
gether with some old portraits of the 
Secondat family; and, above all, the 
chamber of Montesquieu, with his 
simple bed, arm-chair, &c., which 
served as dressing-room, cabinet de 
travail, study, &c., nearly as he left it. 
The wainscoting on one side of the 
fireplace is rubbed by the motion of 
his foot resting against it, a habit at- 
tributed to him when seated in his 
easy chair, lost in thought, meditating 
on his works. It was here that he com- 
posed his great work ' Sur la Grandeur 
et la Decadence des Bomains,' while it 
is reported that the dark feudal cachot 
beneath the castle, which is entered 
by a stair from his room, was his resort 
while he was preparing his reflections 
* On the Liberty of the Subject.* This 
cb&teau, with the adjoining estate, 
one of the most interesting monu- 
ments of Za Guienne, belonging origin- 
ally to the Lalande family, has been 
in the Secondat family since 1577, 
when it was purchased by Jean de 
Secondat, the mattre-d'hdtel of the 
father of Henri lY. and of Jeanne 
d'Albret. Here Charles de Secondat, 
the great historian and philosopher, 
was bom in 1689, and passed the 
greater part of his days. La ,Br^de 
is still in the possession of one of his 



descendants, who liberally allows it 
to be visited. On the upper floor is 
the library.] 

9 m. Bordeaux Jnnct. Stat. There 
are 3 stations, the principal one is La 
Bastide, to the E. of the city, near the 
great bridge, and on the rt. bank of the 
river, that of St» Jean is in the S.E. 
coroer, and nearly 2 m. from the prin- 
cipal hotels ; and a third, called La 
Oare de Medoc, at the N. extremity of 
the town, for the large goods traffic 
with the wine districts. Omnibuses 
to the principal hotels, and excellent 
hackney vehicles at 1 * 75 fr. the course, 
and 2 fr. an hour, with a small extra 
charge for luggage. 

(/nr» .* H. de France, dear. Rue 
Esprit des Lois ; H. du Midi, good ; 
H. de Paris, frequented by English, 
good ; H. de la Paix ; H. de Nantes, on 
the Quai Louis XVIII., dear ; H. de 
Richelieu, good situation ; H. des 
Ambassadeura, Cours de Tlntendance.) 

The Beataurants bear a high reputa- 
tion. 

The following itinerary will embrace 
the most remarkable objects at Bor- 
deaux in their topographical order. 
Very good open carriages, at 2 fr. an 
hour, will enable the visitor to visit 
everything in a day. Leaving the Quai 
Louis XVIII., near where are the prin- 
cipal hotels : Blace des QumcoiiceSf 
Bourse, Pat€e des Chartrons, Cours de 
Jardin Public^ Jardin Public and Museum 
of Natural History, Palais Gallien, 
Cours and Allees de Toumy, Place 
JDauphine and Ch, of St, Seurin, Cours 
D' Albert, Cathedral, ffotel de Ville, 
Museum^ Halles Centrales, Place de Bour^ 
gogne, Colonnes Bostralss and Bridge, 
Ch, of St, Michel, Ch. of St, Croix, Cen- 
tral Rly. Stat. ; and if time permits, a 
drive round the outer Boulevards to 
the public cemetery, and from there 
to the Medoc Rly. Stat., returning 
along the Quais and the Quartier des 
Chartrons. 

Bordeaux, the third seaport-town 
of France, capital of the D^pt. de la 
Gironde, containing 194,241 Inhab., is 
situated on the 1. bank of the Ga- 
ronne, where its voluminous stream 
makes a very regular curve^ vhich, 
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being lined with Quais and handsome 
buildings of varied architecture, forms 
a noble crescent^ not less than 3 m. 
long, • surmounted by several Gothic 
towers and antique spires. No city 
in Europe can display a more splen- 
did water-front than this. The river 
abreast of the town, 2000 ft. wide, and 
18 to 30 ft. deep, is filled with shipping 
up to the magnificent Bridge, the 
handsomest in France. (See Rte. 64.) 
The Cours du Chapeau Rouge and 
de I'Intendance, nmning E. aad W. 
through the heart of the city, nearly 
separate the old town, of nan*ow 
though very populous streets, from 
the S". or more modem quarter, con- 
sisting of wide openings, broad streets, 
which render Bordeaux a sprawling 
city, dijBBloult to get over on foot ; but 
omnibuses and good fiacres are abim- 
dant. 

The Allies de T<Mrny, named from 
an ancient intendant of the province, 
who in 1750 led the way to the im- 
proving the city, have been since con- 
tinued by the Cours du Jardin Public, 
extending from the Place Pauphine 
by the Promenade or Jardin Public 
to the M^doc Railway Station. In 
the Allies de Tourny is a statue of 
Napoleon III. inscribed **L'Empire 
c'est la Paix." 

Some of the finest streets and rows 
of houses, and the open Place des 
Quinconces terminating at the river side 
with 2 lofty rostral columns, occupy 
the site of a citadel called ChAteau 
Trompette, built by Vauban for Louis 
XIV. to overawe the inhabitants, dis- 
mantled under Louis XVI., and re- 
moved since the Restoration. The con- 
struction of this new quarter has united 
with the town of Bordeaux the vast 
Quartier des Chartrons (so called from 
a convent of Chartreux or Carthusians), 
stretching down by the river side, and 
once a distinct faubourg. 

One of the most conspicuous, and at 
the same time handsomest buildings, 
is the Grand Theatre, in the Place de la 
Comddie, of good Italian architecture, 
faced with a Corinthian portico of 12 
columns, and isolated on all sides. 
It was erected 1780 by the architect 
Louis. 



^ The *Catkedral of St. Andr6 is dis- 
tinguished by its 2 elegant spires, 150 
ft. high, at the end of the N. transept, 
said to h»ve been erected by the Kng- 
lish, who held possession of Bordeaux 
for nearly 300 years, and flanking a 
pointed portal, enriched with statues 
and bas-reliefs, above which is a fine 
rose-window. The nave, partly in the 
Romanesque style, partly, towards 
the W. end, repiur^ in a bungling 
manner in the 15th cent., after the 
destruction of a part of the church hy 
an earthquake, is destitute of aisles, 
and remarkable only for its great width, 
56 ft., which, being out of all pro- 
portion with its height, depriTes it of 
the chief merit and characteristic of 
Gothic architecture — elevation. ITie 
choir is more elevated, and in a more 
truly pointed style, with a triforium 
gallery and lofty clerestory windows ; 
it is probably of the same age as tiie 
spires, and is also said to be hy 
English architects. The Sacristy con- 
ceals the beautiful N. doorway ; in it 
is preserved a fine ivory Crucifix, 12th 
cent. The Porte Poyak is supposed to 
have been built by our Henry II. and 
Queen Eleanor. Our Richard II. was 
christened, and the marriage of Louis 
XIII. with the Infanta of Spain, Anne 
of Austria, was solemnized here in 
1615. 

This ch. has no W. facade, having 
been originally surrounded by houses, 
which are now pulled down. On the 
S. side is a cloister of 14th cent., 
having a pretty arcade. 

At the E. end of the cathedral, 
but detached from it, is the Tbur 
de Peyberland, a noble structure 200 ft. 
high, square below, and supported by 
buttresses, but gradually dimiTtiahing 
from its base until it terminates in a 
circular top. It was originally sur- 
mounted by a spire, which rose to a 
height of 300 ft., replaced in 1864. It 
is named from Pierre Berland, wbd 
rose from being the son of a laboorer 
in M^doc to be bishop of Bordeaux; 
he caused it to be erected in liSt*. 
During the Reign of Terror it 
condemned to destruction; but 
spire alone suffered, the rest resistxiig 
all attacks, owing to its solidity. 
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, handsome windows, however, were 
closed up, and it was converted into a 
f shot-tower, but it has been repaired 
:■ and reconsecrated as a belfry. 

f ■ VEglise Ste. Croix j situated at the 
I S.E. extremity of the town, near the 
, quay, between the bridge and the 
J rly. stat., is of the 12th cent. 
\ The handsome Romanesque W, end 

^ has been restored. The interior is 
J of later date and inferior interest. 
, It contains a handsome canopied tomb 
J of an abbot, in decorated Gothic. In 
, a chapel on the 1. of the entrance, 
the panelled walls of which are deco- 
rated with tolerable paintings from the 
life of the Virgin by an old Italian 
artist, Vasetti, is an oblong baptismal 
font, bearing on 2 sides well-executed 
bas-reliefs of the Last Supper, with de- 
corated ornaments. The restorations 
made in 1864-5 have deprived Ste. 
Croix of much of its mediaeval cha- 
racter. 

In descending the quay from Ste. 
Croix, we pass near the church of 

St. Michel, situated in an irregular 
open space near the bridge, distin- 
guished by its lofty detached tower. 
Its W. front is a superb Gothic 
elevation in the florid style (15th 
cent.). It has an elegant rose win- 
dow framed within a richly deco- 
rated arch, whose mouldings are 
curved back below it. Under it is 
a florid porch. Over the N. door are 
a pair of figures, and a striking group, 
representing Judas* s kiss. Within the 
church, at the back of this portal, 
liigh above the door, is another group, 
of Christ, the Virgin, and St. John, 
of the same period. The nave and 
choir are in a light and airy style, but 
the choir and transept are the best and 
earliest, being of the 14th cent. The 
choir has a square termination to the 
E- , and in the upper part a large six- 
li^ht window, below it an arch opens, 
klrrough which the usual angular apse 
appears in a beautiful arrangement. 
\. lon^tudinal rib runs along the apex 
>f the vault from end to end of the 
ill. ^— an English feature. There are a 
eiv good painted windows, and in the 
T, side of the nave, in St. Joseph's 



chapel, is an altar in the overladen 
Renaissance styles Within its niches 
are 3 graceful statues — ^the Virgin and 
Child, St. Catherine, and St. Barbara; 
and below them, arranged as a predella, 
some curious bas-reliefs of the 14th 
or early 15th cent. Near the W. end 
stands the elegant detached hexagonal 
bell-tower, height 367i ft.; from the 
top is a very fine view. It was built 
between 1472 arid 1480 ; the sph»e is 
modem, replacing the work damaged 
in 1768 by a storm. In a dry, airy 
chamber beneath, entered from a shoe- 
maker's shop, are shown 73 human 
mummies. They were formerly buried 
in the ch.-yd. which surrounded the 
belfry ; but shortly before the Revo- 
lution the cemetery was closed and 
the bodies removed. The bones and 
decayed bodies are in a detached build- 
ing, a fee of 50 c, to enter, but those 
shown were preserved by the dry 
nature of the earth, until they had 
become like mummies. 

8t, Seurin (St. Severin), situated 
near the N.W. extremity of the city, 
beyond the Place Dauphine in the open 
space called les Allies d* Amour, is re- 
markable for a finely carved triple S. 
porch, consisting of a trefoil-headed 
door, enriched with statues of good 
workmanship, well-executed draperies, 
with the date 1267. Over the door is 
the figure of Christ with 2 angels, the 
Virgin and St. John; on either side the 
12 Apostles, the Church, and the Law 
or Jewish Synagogue. The W. front 
is modem, but is a tolerable attempt 
in imitation of the Romanesque style. 
Under the W. tower is a low rude 
porch, with barrel-vault, heavy and 
solid, of the beginning of 12th cent., 
with grim capitals, one of which repre- 
sents St. Seurin lying on his tomb. 
Within this church, on the rt.-hand 
or S. wall, is a curious bas-relief in a 
pointed arch above a doorway, now 
walled up, representing a pope saying 
mass (supposed to be Clement V., 
Archbishop of Bordeaux), assisted by 
a cardinal. On the opposite wall is 
another baa-relief of 7 figures in niches. 
Behind the high altar, are arranged the 
wooden seats of an old choir, excellent 
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carving. Under the seats are nuraeroiis 
grotesque groups. The high altar is 
decollated with 14 bas-reliefs of marble, 
representing the legend of St. Severin, 
Bishop of Bordeaux in the 5th cent. 
.On the N. side of the choir stands 
the Bishop* s 2%'onCf a carved seat of 
marble, under a canopy, richly sculp- 
tured, 14th cent. This church was the 
cathedral before St. Andr^. Under 
choir is a crypt of the 11th cent., con- 
taining the tomb of St. Seurin ; it has 
3 aisles and barrel- vaults. 

In the CImjyelle of the Lycee Imperial, 
at the extremity of the Cours Napoleon, 
a modem structure, is the monument of 
Montaigne, a native of St. Michel Mon- 
taigne in Pdrigord, who was mayor of 
Bordeaux in 1553. He is represented 
in full armour, according to the custom 
of the period, laid on his back, with 
his hands joined in prayer. 

These are the most remarkable eccle- 
siastical edifices of Bordeaux, but it 
retains still a monument of the Koman 
city Burdujala, in the fragment of an 
amphitheatre, consisting of 6 arches, 
now called * Palais G allien, in the Rue 
du Colyse'e, near the Jardin Public, not 
quite accurately, because, though pos- 
sibly built in the reign of the Emp. Gal- 
lienus, it was not a palace, but a circus, 
capable of containing 1 500 persons. 

The bridge across the Garonne is 
noticed in Rte. 64. 

, Bordeaux has preserved 2 of its an- 
cient gates : one. La Porte du Palais 
or du Cailhnu, in the Place du Palais, 
facing the river, originally formed 
an entrance to the Palace, destroyed 
1800; in which the Dukes of Aquitaine 
and the Seneschals of England resided, 
and where Louis XI. established the 
Parliament of B : the tower is seen on 
1. in going from the bridge along the 
Quai de Bourgogne. The other, la Porte 
de r Hotel do Vtlle, is one of the 4 towers 
which stood at the angles of the old 
Hdtel de Ville : it is surmounted by 3 
turrets ; the lower part dates from the 
11th cent. 

Bordeaux , like almost every other 
chief town of a Department in France, 
has a Gallery of Paintings. They are 
placed in the numerous saloons of the 
Mairic ; but, with the exception of one 



masterpiece by Perughio, and a paint* 
ing of Palma Vecchio, they are in no 
wise remarkable. There are, however, 
some tolerable works of the French 
school. A collection of arms and wau?- 
like implements of all ages and epochs 
inlaid fire-ai-nas of the middle ages, celts, 
flint instruments from Old and New 
World, deserves notice. 

The Mus^e, situated in a squart 
behind the H6tel de Ville, and near 
the Cathedral, contains a collection 
of antique fragments, chiefly Koman, 
found in the vicinity of Bordeaux; 
also parts of the marble bas-reliefs, 
representing the battle of Fontenor, 
and the capture of Port Mahon from 
the English by the Due de Richelieu, 
which ornamented the pedestal of the 
statue of Louis XV. in the Place 
Royale, destroyed at the Revolution. 
In the Mus^e d'llistoire N^atiu-clle, open- 
ing on the Jardin Public, are tolerable 
collections of shells, of the fossils of 
the neighbourhood of Bordeaux, aD<i 
of the marbles of the Pyrenees. The« 
museums are open daily to strangers. 
In the same building is an Observatory. 

On the Alices de Toumy, near h 
Place de la Comddie, is the ZiJ/wy 
of more than 100,000 volumes, partly 
the bequest of a member of the old 
Parliament of Bordeaux, partly the 
remains of conventual libraries for- 
feited at the Revolution. A copy of 
an early edition of Montaigne's Essays 
with marginal notes in his own writing, 
which have been mutilated by putting 
the volume in a new and elegant 
binding, and the first French transla- 
tion of Livy illuminated, are among 
its curiosities. 

A fine Jardin Public, on the Cours or 
Boulevard of the same name, with lai^ 
glass conservatories, has been completed 
behind the Place des Quinconces ; in it 
is the Museum of Natural History. 

The Bourse, the centre of the com- 
merce and tmde of the city, is situat-ed 
on the quay at the extremity of the 
Rue Chapeau Rouge. The merchants 
meet here daily, under a glass dome 
which covers the inner court of the 
building, 08 ft', long by 65 broad, lie 
declamtion of Napoleon III., ''L,'Em- 
l^re c'est la Paix," is engraved here on 
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a maible slab. On the opposite side of 
^'^ the Rue du Cbapeau Rouge is the Pr€- 
'^^ fecture. There are several Theatres 
^,\ at Bordeaux: that of the Opera or 
i*^ Grand Theatre » near the Prefecture, 
-' one of the haudsomest in Eui^ope; the 
f Theatre Frangais ; the T. des Vari^Ms, 
f^ near the extrenaity of the Rue de 
' * I'Intendance, adjoining the Place Dau- 

phine; the T. de VAlharnbra, &c. &c. 

- Promenades, — The fine Cours Napoleon, 
i>' running from the Place de Bourgogne 
■ on the Quay to the Cathedral ; the 
t. Place des Quinconces, comniunicatiug 
:^' with the Jardin Public by the Cours 30 
; Juilkt, the Allees Tourny, &c. A con- 
• tinuous Boulevard under the denomi- 
t nations of B. Cauderam and i». Johmton, 

surrounds the entire city and its 
i- suburbs^ extending from the Grand 

- Rly. Stat, on the S. to that of M^doc 
i> on the N. 

The great suburban burying-ground, 
r Cimetiere de la Chartreuse, is situated 
at the W. extremity of the city, in a 
i' large open space, formerly the gardens 
)* of a Carthusian Monastery ; attached 
^ to it is the ch. of St. Bruno, serving 
.» as a mortuary chapel. General Mo- 
^ reau, who fell at the battle of Dres- 
: den, in 1813, is buried here. Near 
:• the general cemetery is that of the 
Protestants, where many of our coun- 
trymen lie. 

The commercial importance of Bor- 
deaux ia due to its situation on a fine 
navigable river, where the rise and fall 
of tides amounts to 20 ft., in which 
vessels 6f more than 1000 tons may 
ride at anchor, at a distance of. about 
70 m. from the sea. There being no 
docks, and few quays, the vessels lie 
in the stream, and either discharge 
into lighters or wait for their turn at 
the quays. They are not moored in 
tiers, but lie very thick, and it is 
difficult to understand how collisions 
are avoided when the wind is strong. 
Bordeaux is connected by the same 
river, through the Canal du Midi, 
with the Mediterranean. Its com- 
merce is carried on chiefly with South 
America and Mexico, the United States, 
French colonies, and Great Britain. 
There is a good deal of shipbuilding, 
the y;>r4s foy that purpose being abovQ 



the bridge. The principal articles of 
trade and exports consist in wines, 
known in France as vins de BoMeaux, 
and in England as claret, a name of 
doubtful origin. From 50, 000 to 60,000 
tuns of wine are exported annually. 
Neai'ly half of the best quality and 
highest price is sent to Great Britain. 
The Quartier des Chartrons, alongside 
the Place des Quinconces, is the focus 
of this trade ; here the principal wine- 
merchanbs have their counting-houses 
and cellai*s. 

The Cellars of MM, Barton and Gues- 
tier, leading bankers and wine-mer- 
chants, 35 Pave des Chartrons, ai-e 
among " the sights '* of Bordeaux. 
They are 2 storeys in height, and com- 
monly contain from 8000 to. 9000 casks 
of wine, never less than 4000 or 5000. 

For an account of the wines of Bor- 
deaux see Route 74. 

Among the delicacies furnished by 
the Bordeaux markets for the table are 
Moyans, a species of sardines caught in 
autumn ; Ceps, a sort of mushroom 
cooked in oil ; Muriers, small birds 
something like beccaficas ; and Ortolans^ 
caught in August, near Agen and along 
the foot of the Pyi'enees. 

The Caf^ de Pai'is, on the Place de 
la Comedie, is a mucli frequented Res- 
taui*ant. 

Consuls reside here from the chief 
powers of Europe and America; the 
British Consulate is at No. 15 Cours 
de Portal. 

Englisli Protestant service, Sund. at 
11-30 arid 3-30 in the English Ch., No. 
10 Pave des Chartrons. 

There is a rowing and sailing club 
(Cercle Nautique), where English ama- 
teur visitors are always made welcome. 

The Posie aux Lettres is at No. 10 
Rue Porte Dijeaux, near the Place de 
la Comedie. 

Telegraph Office, 52 Cours de I'In- 
tendance. 

Public baths on a very extensive scale, 
in two fine buildings on each side of 
the Place des Quinconces. 

Newspapers of all countries, Eng- 
lish, French, German, Spanish, &c., 
may be found in abundance at the 
Cercle, 7 Place de \^ Com<$die, QppowitQ 
the theatre, 
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Resident Etiglish Physioian, Dr. Cop- 
pinger, 43 Place Dauphine. 

Paul Chaumaa Gktyet, bookseller, 34 
Bue Fossd du Chapeau Rouge, keeps a 
number of topographioal works, maps, 
&c. 

Omnibuses run along the quay from 
one end to the other, and in a direc- 
tion across the town, from the river to 
its outskirts. 

Fiacres stand for hire in the principal 
places : charging, with one horse 1 f. 50 
c, with two 1 f. 75 c. the course; or, by 
time, 1 f. 75 c. and 2 f. for the first 
hour, 1 f. 50 c. and 1 f. 80 c. for every 
hour after. These charges are by day, 
i.e, between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.; they are 
increased 25 per cent, for night-work. 

Railways to Paris in 11^ hours, via 
Libourne, Angouleme, Poitiers, and 
Tours; — to La Teste and Arcachon ; — 
to Bayonne by Dax, the quickest way 
to Pau, Route 76 ; by Mt. de Marsan, to 
Tarbes and the Pyrenees (Rte. 80); — 
to P6igueux and Limoges ; to Agen, 
Montauban, Toulouse ; — to Narbonne, 
Cette, Marseilles, and the towns on 
the Mediterranean ; — through the 
Medoc district to Margaux and the 
mouth of the Gironde (Rte. 74). 

Ferry steamers across the Garonne 
every 5 minutes, from the Quai Place 
des QuincoDces. 

Steamers on the Oarorme, — Doum the 
river, to Blaye, from which conveyances 
to Saintes and Pauillac daily, start- 
ing from the quay abreast of the ros- 
ti*al columns; to Royan in 7 hours. 
Coaches thence to Rochefort in 4, 29 m. 

Up the river, to Langou, Marmande, 
and Agen (Rte. 73), stai'ting from the 
quay above the bridge; but it will 
take 12 or 14 hours to reach Agen by 
water, and only 2f by rail. 

Environs of Bordeaux, 

An excursion by rly. to La Teste and 
Arcadion, 35 m. in IJ hr. (Rte. 76), 
will give the traveller some notion of 
the nature of the sandy district called 
Les Landes, and to visit the fashion- 
able ^atering-place of Arcachon. 

Tlie hanks of the Garonne below Bor- 
deaux, and the wine district of M^doc, 
which produces the claret, ftfe de- 
scribed in J^te, 74, 



Tfie 6^aronntf above Bordeaux, in Rte. 
73. 

Excursions may be made to the 
Clidteau de la Srede, the bii*thplaoe 
of Montesquieu, 2 hours* drive (see 
above), and to JBlanquefort (Rte. 74), 
the castle of the Black Prince, 7 m. 

Passages in Hie History of Bordeaux, 

The earliest mention of Bordeaux is 
by Strabo, who calls it "Bovp^iyaXa, 
under which it was known to the 
Romans, and described in some verses 
by Ausonius, who was bom here in 
the 4th cent. : — 

" Impia jamdudam condemno sUentia, qaod te, 
O jpatria, ioidgnem Baccho, fluviiaque, vi- 

risque, 
Nott inter primas memorem. * • • • 
Bardigala est natale solum, dementia ccbU 
Mitis ubi, et riguae lar(p& indulgentia terrae ; 
Ver longum, brumieque brevea, juga frondea 

subsunt. 
Fervent iDquoreos imitata fluenta meatoa.** 

AusoN. Ckara Urbes, 

Hadrian made it the capital of 2nd 
Aquitania. 

Bordeaux belonged for nearly 300 
years to the kings of England, who 
obtained it with the duchy of Aqui- 
taine by the marriage of Eleanor of 
Guienne, sole heiress of the last native 
duke, with Henry IL, in 1152. This 
inheritance became the fruitful cause 
of strife between England and Fraoce 
for centuries. 

The Black Prince, having been in- 
vested by his father with the govern- 
ment of Guienne, resided many years 
at Bordeaux. Hence he set forth on 
that adventurous foray into the centre 
of France which led to the battle of 
Poitiers. Here he held a brilliant 
court, to which Don Pedro the Cruel 
repaired, when driven out of Spain, 
with his two daughters, who were here 
married to the English Princes John 
of Gaunt and the Earl of Cambridge. 

Here the Black Prince's son, Rich- 
ard II., was bom, and sumamed from 
his birthplace Richard of Bordeaux. 
At this time, according to Froissart, 
the English sent every year a fleet 
of 200 vessels to Bordeaux to be 
freighted with wine. 

The Bordelais retained their afiec- 
tions for tlie English long after th^ 
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clown&ll of our rule in the rest of 
France, in the reign of Henry VI.; 
revolting against Charles VII. to receive 
within their walls the valiant Talbot 
(1453), but his speedy defeat and 
death foroed them to re-submit to the 
French monarchy. 
Bordeaux was the seat of one of the 

Erovincial Parliaments of France, or 
igh court of justice, composed of lay- 
men and ecclesiastics, who registered 
the royal decrees and transmitted them 
to the lower courts. George Buchanan 
was sometime professor in the college 
de Guienne here. 

One of the most momentous events 
of the civil war of the Fronde was 
the siege of Bordeaux, undertaken by 
the royal army, with Mazarin, young 
Louis XIV., and his mqther, at ite 
head, while the city held out for the 
Princeese de Cond^, the Dukes of la 
Rochefoucauld and Bouillon, at the 
head of their vassals, assisted by the 
townspeople and backed by the Parlia- 
ment of Bordeaux. The h^H)lc wifb 
of the Great Oond^, having escaped 
from the clutches of the Cardinal, who 
already held her husband in prison, 
and wished to transfer her and her son 
to like durance, traversed the country 
from Chantilly, and after a series of 
adventures and escapes threw herself 
into this city, where the interest of 
the Cond^ was strong. Her beauty, 
eloquence, and forlorn position en- 
listed in her favour the enthusiasm of 
the magistrates and townspeople, and 
upon her persuasion they agreed to 
admit her allies and resist the force of 
Mazarin. She captivated all hearts, 
and became as it were queen of Bor- 
deaux, then the second city of the 
kingdom; and Cond^, while shut up 
in Vincennes, learned with surprise 
that his feeble princess was acting the 
port of a general, conducting the de- 
fence of a town, and exposing her life 
on the walls. The defence was con- 
ducted with such obstinacy, that, at 
tlie end of several weeks, Mazarin, 
liaving made little progress, was happy 
to offer terms to the leaders of the 
Fronde. The citizens of Bordeaux were 
right glad to be released from the 
blockade just At the approach of the 



vintage, for their warlike enthusiasm 
had begun to cool at the prospect of 
being shut out from their vineyards. 

A great impulse was given to the 
French Revolution by the inhabitants 
of Bordeaux. At the beginning of 
the reign of Louis XVI. the Parlia- 
ment of Bordeaux, having refused to 
ratify the edicts of the king, was 
banished to Llboume, and in conse- 
quence contributed largely to the 
clamour raised in this part of France 
for assembling of the States-general. 
Many of the persons of greatest elo- 
quence and talent sent as members to 
the Legislative Assembly, including 
Vei^gniaud, Gaudet, Gensonn^, Duces, 
&c., were returned by the department 
of the Gironde, whence the party which 
they oompoaed took the denomination 
Girondins : but having themselves con* 
tributed to the evils of the Revolution, 
they were swallowed up by the monster 
they had created, and saoriflced for 
the most pai-t by the stronger party 
of the Montague, which succeeded 
them in the Convention. Bordeauie 
had a Reign of Terror of its own ; the 
guillotine was erected in the square 
near the centre of the town, (»Iled 
Place Dauphine, but then named Place 
de Justice^ and some of its best citi- 
zens were executed. No less than 500 
persons suffered death here, whom 
either envy of their merits or cupidity 
for their wealth, caused to be con- 
demned under the false charge of con- 
spiracy against the sovereignty of the 
people. 

On the eth March, 1814, 2 divisions 
of the British army, under Marshal Ber- 
esford, marched upon Bordeaux ; where 
the presence of the Duchesse d'Angoul- 
dme, who had thrown herself into the 
town to revive the dormant spirit of 
loyalty towards her family, and the in- 
trigues of the Due d'Angoulfeme, con- 
trary to the advice and wishes of the 
Duke of Wellington, caused the prema- 
ture proclamation of the Bourbons by 
the royalist mayor ; the Duke having 
expressly declared that ** he could not 
interfere to produce any declaration in 
favour of the Bourbons, nor to support 
their pretensions by military fonje.** 

The representatives of the then 
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exiatiug Freuch Govt, retired hei'e 
froiu Tom's iu I>ec. 1S70, ou the 
approach of tha Germao armies, aud 
held their meetiuga iu the Grand 
Theatre, 



ROUTE 74. 

DESCENT OF THE GARONNE— BORDEAUX 
TO LA TOUR DK CORDOUAN — THE 
^VINE DISTRICT OF MKDOC. RAIL. 

100 ki]o]n.s=62 £ng. m. 

Steamers dailj to Blaye and Pauil- 
lac — 4 or 5 times a week to Boyan; 
fare, 8 and 15 frs. 

JiaUvcay along the 1. bank of the Gir- 
onde to Le Verdon, at the mouth of 
the estuary. It runs through the 
midst of the M^doo District, past the 
other famous claret vineyards of La* 
fitte and Latour to ■ 

29 m. Panitiac (see below), passing 

5 m. Blanqitefort Stat., whose pic- 
turesque castie, a favourite residence 
of the Black Prince, still * presei*ves 
part of its outer circuit walls, round 
towers, and fosse, and some of its 
apartments. The leopards of EnglMid 
are only half effaced from the walls. 

10 m. Margaux Stat., about ^ m. 
from the Chateau. (6'e<? below.) 

Bordeaux "Wines, 

The long tongue of land stretching 
N. from Bordeaux, between the sea 
on the one hand aud the Garonne 
and Gironde on the other, is called 
Medoc (in medio aqtue), because neai^ly 
surrounded by water. It is the N. 
termination of the extensive dis- 
trict of saud- hills and sand-pliuns, 
called Les Landes, extending from 
Bayonne north, which changes to a 
bank of gravel on approaching the 1. 
bank of the Garonne, and forms a 
narrow strip nowhere more thai^ 
1 or 2 m. broad, raised from 50 to 
80 ft. above the river, which is 
planted with vines, and contains some 
of the most precious vineyards iu the 
world. Tlie transition is abrnpt from 
this gi'avel bank near the river to the 
ipere l^ande^ oj: sanely waste ruiming 



to th^ W. and S. of it, producing no- 
thing but firs, fur^ie, and heath. The 
soil of Mddoc is a light gravel, and 
indeed, on the gpots where sqine of 
the best wine is produced, it appears 
a mere heap of wliite' quartz, rolled 
pebbles, about the m'i& of aik egg, 
mixed with sand. The beet wine is 
not produced where the vine-bu£(h is 
most luxuriant, but on the lighter 
soils, where it is actually stunted — in 
gromid fit for. nothing else ; in fact, 
where even weeds disdain often to 
gi'ow. Yet this stony soil is congenial 
to the vine, retaining the aun's heat 
about its roots after sunset, so that, in 
the language of the country, it works 
(travaille) in maturing its precious 
fruit as much by night as by day. 
The . acoumulatiou of sand and peb- 
bles, of which tliis soil is concipoaed, 
is apparently the detritus of tl\e Py- 
renean rocks, brought down by the 
torrents tributary to the Garonue and 
other great rivers, and deposited in 
former ages on the bordeni of the sea. 
At the depth of 2 or 3 feet from the 
surface occurs a bed of indurated 
conglomerate, called cUios, which re- 
quires to be broken up before the 
vine will grow, as it would impede the 
peueti-ation of the roots. The vine ia 
trained exclusively in the fa^tbion of 
espaUers, fastened to horizontal laths, 
attached to upright posts at a height 
not exceediug 1 j or 2 feet from the 
ground, ininning in an unlaterrupted 
line from one end of the viueyai'd to 
the other. Manure is scarcely used 
in the culture^ only a little fresh 
mould is laid over the roots from 
time to time ; but the plough is 
driven between the vines four times 
every season, alternately laying open 
and covering its roots: this is per- 
formed by oxen, who, witli steady 
and unvarying pace, thread the rows 
without treading on the plants. Ma- 
nui^ destroys the fine quality of the 
wine, and moisture or standing water 
is most injurious to the plant. The 
vine begins to produce 5 years after 
being planted, aoid continues produc- 
tive sometimes when 200 years old, 
provided its roots have found a con- 
genii^ soil to insinuate their fibres. 
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which they sometime3 do to a dis- 
tance of 40 or 50 ft., when the s6il is 
dry and deep enough to protect them 
from the sun. The wines are classed 
into growths (crus), according to their 
excellence, and only a very small part 
of the strip of land before mentioned 
is capable of producing the ''pre- 
miere crus;" indeed so capricious is 
the vine, that witlun a few yards of 
the finest vineyards it degenerates at 
once. The following list will show 
the classification of Bordeaux wines, 
or clarets as we call them in England 
(though whence the name, or what 
its meaning, are unknown in M^doc), 
together virith the average quantity 
of each produced in one season. The 
tun, or tonrieau, contains 4 hogsheads, 
called harriques. 

«2 /Cliateau Margaux 
2*^ jChiiteau Lafitte 
i^ I I Chateau Latour 
<3 (Haat Brion . 

The last is properly a vin de Grave, 
grown on the Garonne above Bor- 
deaux, yet is classed with M^doc 
wines; it ifl less in repute now than 
formerly. 

.0 « /Moaton (Lafitte) . . . 120^146) 
I f j teoville, the best of tUe wines ( i 

%%\ ofSt.Julien . . . 145— 186fr» 
=^^ I Ranzan (Margaux) . . 75—95)" 

La Rose Gruau, Piohon Longue- 
ville, Durfort, Degorse, Lascombe, Cos- 
Destoumelle, in ail about 800 tuns. 

It is needless to enumerate those of 
3rd, 4th, and 5th rate growths, many 
of which are produced in the vicinity 
of the first-rate vineyards, at the vil- 
lages or in the communes of Margaux, 
Lafitte, Latour, without partaking in 
their excellences. The goodness of a 
season will sometimes give an excel- 
lence to second-class wines^ while in 
bad years those of first-class sink to 
mediocrity, and are not fit for export- 
ing to England (such is the importance 
of maintaining the character of these 
wines there), but go to Holland, or 
are retained in France. This is so 
•well understood, thiib some years ago 
the proprietor of the vineyard of La 
Rose used to hoist, on a flagstaff above 
his house, the English flag in good 
years, the Butch in middling, and 
the French in bad,' England con- 



sumes more than one-half of thq pre* 
miers crus, and very little of inferior 
sorts ; Russia takes a good deal, Paris 
little of the best ; Holland is the great 
mart for wines of second quality ; and 
the third-rate sorts, or vins ordinaii^es, 
are chiefly used in France. An erroneous 
notion prevails in England that clarets 
are prepared for the English market 
by a certain admixture of brandy. 
This is not the case ; brandy would 
destroy the wine. A mixture does 
take place to adapt the wines to the 
English palate ; but they are doctored 
with strong - bodied {corses) Rhdne 
wines, and chiefly with Hermitage, 
the principal consumption of which is 
for this purpose. The practice of 
mixing is very general. The charac- 
teristic of the good wines of Bordeaux 
is their aroma or bouquet ; of spirit 
they have little, and will distil away 
into nothing, yet the aroma will be re- 
tained and penetrate even through the 
Rhdne wine, when it is judiciously 
added. The average price of a hogs- 
head (harrique) of genuine wine of 
first growth, in the cellar of the first 
houses at Bordeaux, was 50/., which, 
with caiTiage, duty, bottling, &c., 
amounts to 80/., rather more than 7Ua. 
a dozen. A first-growth wine of a fine 
vintage is scarcely to be had at a less 
price ; indeed, the whole produce of 
Chateau Margaux has been sold on 
the spot for 1000 fmncs the hogs- 
head, in the case of a first-rate vintage. 
The price has, however, risen con- 
siderably of late years. Very great skill 
is shown, and much experience re- 
quired, in the making of the wine, 
in the compounding of various 
growths and qualities, and in the 
preservation of it : a promising vintage 
often disappoints expectations, while 
a bad one sometimes turns out excel- 
lent ; indeed, all that can be said of 
the premiers crus is, that they are the 
wines which most often succeed. 



Daily, steamer and diligences to 
Blaye. 

The Garonne below Bordeaux is a 
fine broad tidal river, but verv much 
charged with mud, having few features 
of interest, its banks being chiefly low, 

o '\ 
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while aa iutervemng fringe of marsh 
and meadow land^ grown over with 
willows, separates the river from the 
vineyards, little of which can be seen 
from the deck of the steamer. 

Nothing can be finer than the view 
of the long crescent quay of Bordeaux, 
and the broad river crowded with ship- 
ping, many of them 3-masted vessels, 
as the steamer casts off from the quay, 
opposite the rostral columns, and skii*ts 
the Faubourg des Chartrons. 

rt. Lormont is a picturesque emi- 
nence, covered with wood and vine- 
yards, interspersed with some neat 
country-houses on its top and below 
its steep side. In a recess under the 
hill stands the village, with a domed 
chuixjh, surmounted by a chateau. 

rt. Below Montferrand, a village hid 
by poplars, is a large Chateau, once 
the residence of the Count de Peyron- 
net, one of the ministers of Charles 
X. who signed the fatal ordonnanoes 
of July 1830. 

rt. The tongue of land between the 
Garonne and Dordogne, called Entre 
Deux Mers, which produces a vast 
quantity of wines of inferior quality, 
draws to a termination at the low 
point called Bee d'Ambes. The union 
of the two rivers forms the broad 
estuary of the Giroinde, whence the de- 
partment is named. The revolutionary 
monsters of the Mountain, after over- 
whelming in 1793 their antagonists the 
Girondins, swamped even the name 
of the department, which for several 
months bore that of '* Ambes." A 
long line of low hills, faced towards 
the water with cliffs, lines the 1. bank 
of the Gironde and Dordogne. Look- 
ing up the Dordogne, you perceive, on 
an eminence, Bourg, a town of 3855 
inhab., where Louis XIV., when a 
child, resided with his mother, Anne 
of Austria, for nearly a year (1649-50), 
during the siege of Bordeaux. Mazarin, 
in order to superintend the operations 
and watch the leaders of the Fronde 
within the city, had repaired in person 
to the S., dragging with him the King, 
the Regent, and the Court. The ex- 
tensive vineyards around Bourg pro- 
duced the wines (claret) esteemed the 
best in the district 200 years ago, 



before the cultivation of the vine in 
Medoc had commenced, which does 
not date farther back than 250 years. 

rt. The steamer stops to set down 
or take up passengers at the Fain de 
Sucre, a landing-place at the mouth 
of the Dordogne, close under the Bee 
d'Ambes, and about 1^ m. below 
Boui^g. Two large islands here stand 
in the middle of the Gironde. 

1. Nearly abreast of the Pain de 
Sucre a glimpse may be obtained 
of the mansion of Chateau Margaux^ 
situated some distance inland : it is 
an Italian villa, the handsomest in 
Medoc, and belongs to the heirs of 
the Spanish banker d'Aguado, though 
rarely inhabited, owing to the malaria 
which prevails around it. It stands in 
the midst of the vineyards producing 
the celebrated wine of Ch&teaAi Mar- 
gaux, the most esteemed growth of 
Medoc. The grape which yields it is 
small and poor to the taste, with a 
flavour slightly resembling that of 
black currants. The Ch&teau is about 
\ m. from the village and rly. stat. of 
Margaux, which abounds in neat white- 
washed villas, se.ated in little g^ardeos, 
amidst acacia hedges and trellised 
vines. It is about 20 m. &om Boiv 
deaux. At Delas is a tolerable Inu. 

rt. The yellow cliffs along the river- 
side are pierced to form cellars, in 
which is deposited the wine grown 
above them : and for a considerable 
extent near Gauriac they are exca- 
-yjated in quarries of building -stone. 
At the base of the cUffs are several 
small villages. 

rt. Blaye, The dead walls and 
gloomy - looking modern bastions ol 
the citadel of Blaye are seen project- 
ing over the river at a height consider- 
ably above it. In the midst of them 
stands a fragment of the old feudal 
fortress, whose towers may be seen 
surmounting the turfed rajnparts. 
This citadel was chosen as the prison 
of the Duchesse de Berri^ who was 
confined here in a double sense afbY 
her capture at Nantes, having been 
brought to bed of a daughter in 1833. 
Aftei" a detention of 7 months she was 
allowed to retire to Naples. The bodv 
of Roland the Brave was, accordii]^ 
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to tradition, transported hither from 
Roncevaux by Charlemagne, and in- 
terred in the Church of St. Hoinain, 
with bis sword Durandal at his head, 
and his famous horn of ivory, with 
which he had awakened the echoes of 
Fuentarabia, at his feet. ' The body 
was $ifterwards transported to the ch. 
of Sf . Semin, at Bordeaux. 

Opposite Blaye several islands have 
betn formed in the middle of the river 
bv. the deposits brought down by the 
Dordogne and Garonne, and are con- 
stantly increasing. On one of them 
IS planted the little fort du, Fdt^,.8o 
called from its round shape. It crosses 
its fire with that of the fortress of 
Blaye on the rt. bank, and of Fort 
Medoc on the 1., and thus commands 
the passage of the Gironde. 

To the N. of Margaux the vines de- 
cline in quality; and it is not \mtil 
after an interval of several miles of in- 
ferior vineyards that we reach others, 
producing wine of reputation, in the 
vicinity of 

1. Beycheville, lying within the 
commune of St, Julien, a name of 
note on account of the wine grown in 
it. The Chateau de Beyohevillef situ- 
ated on the height in the midst of 
valuable vineyards, is the seat of M. 
Guestier, one of the first wine-mer- 
chants of Bordeaux. 

Here begin some of the most re- 
nowned vineyards of M^doc, which lie 
crowded together in almost uninter- 
rupted succession, within a narrow 
space, stretching about 6 m. N. of 
Beycheville. 

About 1 J m. off is Chateau L^ovtlle, 
which produces one of the best second 
gprowths, nearly equalling the first 
growths. The estate is divided be- 
tween our countryman Mr. Barton 
and M. de Las Cases. In the same 
commune is the vineyard of La Rose, 
a prime second growth ; and in the 
adjoining one of St. Lambert is that 
of Chateau Latour, yielding a well- 
known wine, of the finest quality. The 
estate, which does not exceed 330 acres, 
'was sold a few years ago for 60,000/, 
1. Pauillac Stat. (Inn: H. de France), 
a small port, just beyond which is the 
chatetm of Brane^Mouton, belonging to 



H. Nathaniel Rothschild, and adjoin- 
ing this, and about 1^ m. inland, is 
the vineyard of Chateau Lafitte, pro- 
ducing one of the three best wines of 
Bordeaux. The farmhouse is a small 
gabled edifice, standing on an elevated 
terrace, and surmounted by 3 little 
towers. It is the property of Baron 
Rothschild, who purchased it in 1868 
for 180,000/., tho.ugh the vineyard does 
not yield more than 400 hogsheads 
yearly. Some of the wines lately 
sold at the fabulous price of 121 frs, 
(4/, 17s.) a bottle. The region of good 
wines extends K. as far as Lesparre, 
but the wines are far inferior to those 
of the commune of Pauillac. 

The aspect of the vine district of M^- 
doc is that of an undulating country, 
slightly raised above the Garonne, 
affording here and there peeps of the 
river between the gentle hills and 
shallow gullies which intersect it. It 
abounds in marshes and stagnant pools, 
which render it unhealthy, so that the 
ch5,teaux which occur in it are inha- 
bited only during a small part of the 
year by their proprietors. Yet the dis- 
trict is populous, a group of cottages 
being attached to almost every vine- 
yard, and inhabited by the peasants 
who cultivate it. The vineyards are 
open fields ; even those of greatest 
value being for the most pai*t unpro- 
vided with walls, or even hedges, in 
order to avoid the loss of any space of 
gi'ound which must be left round the 
margin to allow the plough to turn. 
When the grapes begin to ripen, a 
temporary fence is formed round the 
vines, of twisted boughs interwoven 
with furze, to keep out the dogs, which 
are most destructive consumers of 
grapes. Further to deter both bipeds 
and quadrupeds from committing de- 
predations, armed guards are posted 
on the watch, day and night, while 
streaks of paint, and bits of white 
paper stuck upon poles, announce that 
the vineyard is strewn with poisoned 
sausages, and that the grapes them- 
selves are smeared with some delete- 
rious mixture. The vines are planted 
in quincunx order on ridges (about 3 
ft. apart) : they are trained to espa- 
liers, and not allowed to rise more 
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tlian 2 ft. above the ground. In the 
best viney;\rds they barely cover the 
soil, but allow the singnlar luiws of 
pebbles, of which it almost exclusively 
consists, to apppar between the rows. 
The growth of the vine is confined 
within a narrow line of demarcation, 
and the transition is most abrupt from 
the most precious laud to an unculti- 
vated sandy desert. The distance of a 
few feet makes all the difference. The 
vintage takes place in the month of 
September, and it is then that Me'doc 
presents a scene of bustle, activity, 
and rejoicing. The proprietors then 
repair hither with their frienda and 
fomilies to superintend the proceed- 
ings and make merry : vignerons pom- 
in from the 1. bank of the Gironde, to 
assist in the gathering. Busy crowds 
of men, women, and children sweep 
the vineyard from end to end, clear- 
ing all before them like bands of 
locusts, while the air resounds with 
their songs and laughter. The utmost 
care is employed by the pickers to re- 
move from the bunches all defective, 
dried, mouldy, or unripe grapes. 
Every road is thronged with cai*tsf 
filled with high-heaped tubs, which 
the labouring oxen are dragging slowly 
to the Cutler de prcssou- (pressing- 
trough). This is placed usually in a 
lofty outhouse, resembling a barn, 
whence issue sounds of still Ipuder 
jneiTiment, and a scene presents itself 
sufficiently singular to the stranger. 
Upon a square wooden ti'ough (pres- 
sot'r) stand 3 or 4 men with bare legs 
all FCtained with pui-ple juice, dancing 
and treading down the gmpes as fast 
as they are thrown in, to the tunes of 
a violin. The labour of constantly 
stamping down the fruit is most 
fatiguing,* and without music would 
get oh veiy slowly ; a fiddler, there- 
fore, fonns part of every wine-grower's 
establishment ; and as long as the in- 
strument poura forth its meriy strains, 
the treaders continue their dance in 
the gore of the gi'ape, and the work 
proceeds diligently. The next process 
is to strip ((fgrapper) the broken grapes 
and skins from the stalks, with an in- 
strument called derapbir, and to pour 
the juice and skins into vats to fer- 



ment. The skin rises to the top, and 
the wine is drawn off into hogsheiida 
as soon as fermentation is carried to 
the proper extent, in judging of which 
the utmost experience is requii'cd, as 
on it depends much of the quality uf 
the vintage. 

At Trompe-Loup is the Lazaretto, 
where vessels perform quarantine.* 

1. The cultivation of the vine ceases 
to the N. of Castillon, and the ex- 
treme point of Mddoc, towards the 
mouth of the Gironde, consists of rich 
pasture - land, famed for its breed a'- 
cattle, and some corn-fields. It lies*, 
on a level with the surface of the sea, 
and was redeemed from the condition 
of mai-sh by a colony of Flemings, 
brought to France by Henri IV., who 
surrounded it with sea-dikes like their 
own country. 

rt. 3 fort eigne. Diligence to Sitaites 
Stat. (Rte. 03). 

rt. lioyan (Tivns: H. de Bordeaux, 
best : H. d' Orleans) is a small seaport 
town in the D^pt. of the Charente, 
at the opening of the Gironde into 
the Atlantic, 27 m. from Rochefort, 
whither Diligences run twice a day 
in 4 hours (Rte. 62j. It is a station 
of pilots, and is much resorted to for 
sea-bathing. Steamer to Bordeaux in 
summer, in about 7 hom-s. Seniusstic 
on the N., and the Pointe de Grave on 
the S. ; upon the latter is the village 
of Le Verdon, the terminus of the rly. 

On an isolated rock outside the 
mouth of the Gironde, which is beset 
with dangerous sandbanks^ rises the 
lighthouse called La Tour de Cordowm, 
whose beacon guides mai'iners entering 
or quitting the river. It is a ciixiular 
structure of three storeys, the central 
one being domed like a church, from 
the midst of which rises a sort of 
pepper-box turret. It was designed 
in the reign of Henri II. by Lom's de 
Foix, one of the architects of the Es- 
curial, 1611, who is said to have died 
here, and to have been buiied within 
it. It replaced a lighthouse founded 
by the English 1362-71. while the 
Black Prince was governor of Guienne. 
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llOUTE 76. 

BOWDKAUX TO BAYONNE — (lA TESTE 
AND AHCACHON) — RAILWAY. 



Bcffdeaux. 

Laniotbe Junct. 
Morcenx Junct. 
Dax . . . '. 
• Bayonne . . 



Kil. Miles. 

. 4(^ 25 

. 109 68 

. 148 92 

198 124 



One of the uiost expeditious routes 
to the Pyrenees from Paris will be by 
Morcenx Junct., Mont de Marsan, Aife 
(Rte. 80), and *rarbes, to Bagn^res de 
Bigorre j, or by Bax to Pan, and from 
thence to Lourdef*, Tarbes, &c. Haii 
all the way by both. 

The rly. to La Teste is followed 
as far a^'Ltimothe (25 m.) in going to 
Bayonnte. It starts, like all the lines 
to the South, from the Great Central 
Station in the Faubourg St. Jean. 

Immediately after quitting the station 
the line to Agen, Toulouse, and Cette 
divei'ges 1., and we enter on' the 
monotonous sandy district extending 
S., known by the name ,Zes Grandes 
Lcijides: It is but thinty irlhiibited, 
and its cMef production consists of vas^ 
black forests of fir. 

4 m. J^essac Stat., before reaching 
which, t^^ ^^ t^' Haat Bi'idn, cele- 
brated for ^ts wines. Pope Clement V. 
owned ohe' of the ^ineyai'ds. 

3 m. Gaxinet Stat. 3ome frames of 
the ancient Roman road to L evade. We 
here enter the district of the Landfes. 

21 m. Lamothe Junct. Stat. — Buffet. 

[Branch rly. to 10 m. Arcachon, by 

8 ra. Za Teste de Bnch Stat.' 0nn: 

H. du Chemin de Fer) ; Pop. 425li. No 

trace remains of the Castle of the 



''Captaux de Buch," in the middlo 
ages leading captains of Aquitaiue. 
Froissart describes the battle between 
one of them, who was in the service 
of Charles le Mau,vais King of JSTavanc, 
and Duguesclin, in 13G4. La Teste has 
been saved from being swallowed up 
by the moving sandhills by the plant- 
ing of the fir upon them, and it has 
become a prosperous .place since the 
rly. was opened. 

2 m. Arcachon Stat. (Buffet.) (Pop. 
2085) (Jmis: Grand Hotel, large and 
well- managed, facing the S., board 
and lodging 10, 11. and 12 frs. a 
day, according to the floors ; H. 
Legallais ; H. de France, good and 
reasonable ; H. Gaillard ; H. des Em- 
pereui-s ; Williamson's Boarding House, 
well-spoken of — most of the hotels are 
closed after the autumn.) Arcaclion is 
a pretty and peculiar bathing village, 
rapidly increasing, on the S. shore of 
the salt l£^ke, called Bassin d' Arcachon, 
68 m. in circumference, which is con- 
nected with the sea by a naiTow open- 
ing on the S.W, It is lined with 
beautiful broad and smooth sands, 
admirably suited for sea-bathing, and 
encircled by downs {dunes) of sand 
covered with fir-woods, extending S. 
40 m. nearly as far as Bayouhe, which 
shelter it from inclement blasts from 
the S. and E. It is much resorted to 
in winter by invalids suffering from 
weak Ivings, but iii summer princi- 
pally by. bathers in search of amuse- 
ment. M. Emile de Pereyra is the 
resident physician. The only old 
building is the Chapelle, lined with ex- 
votos of the fishermen ; there were 
about half a dozen fishermen's huts 
until 1854, when it suddenly became 
9f fashionable resort, the population 
averaging 5000 in the batlijng season. 
The village consists of one straight 
street, 1^ m. lon^, skirting the "Dunes " 
and backed by pine woods; the houses 
are mostly of wood, and, like an Indian 
bungalow, have no . upper storey. A 
few' stone houses have been built, in 
a style which may be called Swiss, 
Cliinese, or Florid Cockney. There 
are carriages and horses for excursions, 
but the principal amusement is bath- 
iu^;. Ladies and gentlemen wear fan(^y 
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bathing dresses, and in them parade 
the sands at all hours, sometimes in 
the water, walking about and talking 
to their friends. 

Ascend the mound called Le Buet, 
for the view oVer this Atlantic and the 
ocean of firs on the S. ; a more exten- 
sive one still from the top of the maat, 
which can be reached by a convenient 
stair, on paying 20 centimes. An ex- 
cursion to the Lighthouse on the other 
side of the " Bassin " will afford a fine 
view seawal'ds ; it can be best made in a 
boatj charge for going and returning, 6 frs. 
There are no bathing-machines, but 
before every house on the shore one or 
more sheds, like sentry-boxes, in which 
bathers change their attire. English Ch. 
Service at the French Protestant ch, 

T/w Casino, a Moresque building, 
with domes and minarets, contains 
a fair restaurant, subscription reading, 
balls, and concert rooms.' 

Oyster cultivation is largely carried 
on here in extensive oyster parks.] 

Returning to Lamothe— on enter- 
ing the singular district of the 
Landes, fields give place to heaths 
and pine-woods, interspersed with a 
few patches of barley and a little 
maize ; for these crops will grow 
wherever manure and industry can be 
employed upon the soil. The surface 
of the groimd is of a dull grey or ash- 
coloured sand. A few flocks of lean, 
ill-conditioned sheep wander over this 
waste, tended by shepherds renowned 
for walking on stilts (Jchasses). By 
the aid of these they are not only 
enabled to stalk over the prickly 
bushes, and avoid the inconvenience 
of filling their shoes with sand, but 
they gain an elevation not afforded 
by the even surface of the ground, 
from which they can overlook their 
flock, and prevent their sheep straying. 
They carry a long pole, which, when 
stuck into the ground, forms a sort 
of support, and on it they can rest and 
knit stockings all the day through. A 
stranger, unprepared for the sight, 
would have some difficulty in explain- 
ing the nature of the extraordinary 
tripod thus formed; and the sheep- 
skms worn by the peasant would not 
diminish the mystery. The peasants 



of the Landes are all accustomed to the 
use of stilts, and with a very slight ex- 
ertion, and not a very quick movement, 
¥fill clear the country at a pace which 
would keep a horse at a smart trot, by 
the aid of these wooden legs. ' ' The in- 
habitants are rather diminutive in size, 
and not a very long-lived raoe. They 
endure severe privations — amongthem, 
the want of water. Even the lower ani- 
mals must here change their nature to 
accommodate themselves to the soil. I 
saw large flocks of ducks which, I was 
assured, had never seen a pond !" — I", 

The Fir {Pinus tnaritima) is pecu- 
liarly at home among the Lances, and 
flourishes in robust vigour. Nearly i 
of the D^pt. des Landes is covered 
with dark forests (Pignadas) <rf this 
tree, all planted - in shifting sands 
within the last 50 years, at the in- 
stigation in the first instance of M. 
Bremontier, Inspecteur des Pouts et 
Chauss^es. Owing to the value of the 
timber and of the resin which the tree 
produces, and the facility with whioh 
it is grown, large districts have been 
planted by the Gfovemment. To obtain 
the resin, a slice is cut off the bark, and 
a hole made in the ground beneath, into 
which the resin flows in the liquid state 
of turpentine from the incision, and is 
thence collected by the workman ; 
when the incision begins to heal, a 
fresh incision is made above it, and 
so on to a great height, and then an- 
other parallel range of incisions is com- 
menced. The old trees will be seen 
thus converted into fluted columns. 
One of the chief drawbacks is the want 
of good water, all the streams of the 
Landes being brackish. Nuinerous 
schemes have been proposed for reclaim- 
ing them, and the present Kmperor 
has seriously imdertaken the taak. 

The rly. through the Landes was 
made by the English engineers Conder 
and Goode. The workpeople during 
its progi'ess were lodged in tents and 
in a sort of travelling village, placed 
on trucks pushed forward on Uie rails 
day by day as fast a^ the line advanoed. 
Food^ and water were sent to them a 
dista&ce of 40 or 50 m. 

Caudos, LitgoSf Ychoux, Lahouheyre, 
and Soiferino or Sabres, are statioDs 
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between Lamothe and Morcenx — ^the 
highest poiut of the line is at Sabres 
Stat. ; there are roads from most to 
villages bearing the same names on 
the edge of this sandy desert. 

[About 10 m. E. of Sabres, in the 
midst of the sandy Landes, is an ob- 
scure hamlet, called Labrit or Albret, 
It was the cradle of the Sires d' Albret, 
one of the oldest families of France, 
from whom sprang Henri IV., the 
illustrious son of Jeanne d' Albret. 3 

43 m. Morcenx Junct. Stat. (Buffet 
good.) 

[Here a railway branches off on 1. to 
Mont de Marsan, Tarbes, and Bagn^res 
(Rte. 80), travellers to which change 
csamagas here by some of the trains.] 

9 m. Hion Stat. . 

7 m. Laluque Stat. Cultivation re- 
commences near here, and the snowy 
peaks of the Pyrenees may be descried 
in clear weather. 

4 m. Buglose Stat. This village, for- 
merly called Pouy, was the birthplace of 
the philanthropic founder of the order 
of Soeui-s de la Charity, and of found- 
ling hospitals, St. Vincent de Paul. 
When a boy he tended his father's 
flock in the sandy heaths near the 
Lazarist convent. On the site of the 
oottage in which he was born a small 
chapel was begun, but remains un- 
finished. Here is a raii-acle-working 
statue of the Virgin; the pilgrims halt 
to offer up their prayers under the 
oak-tree of St. Vinceiit. 

The rly. approaches the bank of the 
Adour shortly before reaching 

4 m. Baz Junct. Stat. Omnibus 
from rly. (Tnns: H. de I'Europe, in 
the Faubourg Sablar ; H. de France, in 
the town; H. du Commerce), a town 
of 9469 Inhab.. which liea on the 1. 
bank of the Adour, about 1 m. from 
the stat. on the rt. A handsome stone 
bridge connects it with the Faubourg 
of Sablar. The name of Dax is de- 
rived from its hot springs (de aquis), 
which are one of the curiosities of La 
Guienne, and doubtless induced that 
bath-loving people the Romans to found 
here their settlement of Agues Augustce 
Tarbellicos. They issue nearly in the 



in a large square basin inclosed with 
porticoes, whence rise such clouds of 
steam as in a frosty morning to en- 
velop all the place. The tempera- 
ture is 158° Falir. The warter is nearly 
tasteless. There ai-e several Establish- 
ments of baths, both of hot water and 
of hot mud {boue thermale)^ which are 
very efficacious. The old fortifications, 
resembling Roman masonry, out said 
to be a mediajval imitation of it, 
existed until recently more complete 
than anywhere else in France. They 
inclosed a nearly square area, measur- 
ing 440 yards by 330, flanked by 40 
semicircular towers, surrounded by a 
moat on all sides except the N.W., 
where flows the Adour. The demoli- 
tion of this curious and perfect speci- 
men of masonry was commenced by 
the townsfolk in 1S58, but hds been 
stopped. The Castle, a building of 
the 14th century, occupies the angle 
between the stone bridge and the old 
wooden one. 

In the Mairie is a good collection of 
the beautifully preserved fossil shells 
from the tertiary strata near Dax, and 
other curiosities. 

There are large deposits of rock salt 
near Dax. They belong to an English 
company. 

At St. Paul de Dax, 1 J m. distant, is 
a Church of 15th cent., with a Roman- 
esque apse of 12th, furnished with 
recessed seats for the chapter, covered 
with paintings representing subjects 
from the Old and New Testaments. 

Railwaif. Dax to Pau, 51 Eng. m., 
and the Pyrenees (Rte. 78.) 

The road beyond Dax quits the 
Landes and traverses numerous forests 
of cork-oaks (Quercus suber), which, be- 
ing stripped of their flaky bark, have a 
singular effect from the dark brown 
colour of their naked trunks. A new 
skin speedily repairs the loss of the old. 

6 m. Riviere Stat. 

3 m. Savbusse Stat. : both on the rt. 
bank of the Adour. 

2 m. St, Geours Stat. 

4 m. St. Vincent Stat. 

The Pyrenean range now forms a 
grand feature in the landscape. It 



centre of the town, and are received | is not unlike some views of the 
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Grampians, in which sharp peaks 
here and there surmount intervening 
round-backed hills : the most conspi- 
cuous and picturesque peaks seen from 
hereabouts are La Rhune in France, 
and the Quatre Couronnes in Spain. 

The rly. approaches within 1 m. of the 
Adour, near its entrance into the sea, 
through moving sand- dunes, now ren- 
dered solid by plantations of fir-trees. 

7 m. Labenne Stat. 

G m. Le Boucau Stat., a small town 
at the mouth of the Adour, furnishes 
pilots for entering the port. 

The rly., ascending the rt. bank of 
the river, in view of the Alices Marines 
on the 1, bank, passes under the walls 
of the Citadel, the strongest of the mili- 
taiy works, and not far from Ze Cime- 
tiere Anglais, a simple inclosure between 
^ walls, planted with trees, which 
contains the remains of many brave 
British soldiers and several officers of 
the Coldstream Guards, who fell in the 
sortie from Bayonne, April 14, 1814. 

2 m. Bayonne Junct. Stat. (Buffet), 
on the rt. bank of the Adour, omnibus 
from rly. (^Tniis : H. St. Etienne, good, 
but dear ; H. des Ambassadeurs, good ; 
H. St. Mai-tin ; H. du Commerce, 
very fair; H. de I'Europe ; H. du 
Panier Fleuri, cheap and clean, com- 
mercial.) 

Bayonne is entered by the Faubourg 
of St. Esprit. The town itself is reached 
by a stone bridge over the Adour, and, 
after crossing the angular strip of land 
between the rivers, by another of 
stone and iron over the Kive. 

This first-class fortress (Pop. 26,333), 
commanding tiie passes of the W. 
Pyrenees, and one of the two high- 
roads leading from Spain into France, 
is in an agreeable situation at the 
junction of the Nive with the Adour, 
and is divided into 3 parts by these 
rivere, which are lined with quays 
and shipping. The suburb St. Esprit, 
on the rt» bank of the Adoiir, has 
a y)opulation of 7000 Inliab., among 
whom are 2000 Jews, descendants of 
those expelled at different times from 
Spain. On an eminence rising above 
this suburb, just at the lower end of it 
and commanding with its batteries the 



J town, both the rivers, and the plain to 
i the ,N., stands the Citadel, the most 
formidable of the works laid out 
by Vauban, and greatly strengthened, 
especially since 1814, when it formed 
the key to an intrenched camp of Mar- 
shal Sdult, and was invested by a de- 
tachment of the army of the Duke of 
Wellington, but not taken, the peace 
having put a stop to the siege after 
some bloody encounters. The last of 
these, a dreadful and useless expendi- 
tiu*e of human life, took place after 
peace was declared, and the British 
forces put off their guard in conse- 
quence. They were thus entirely 
taken by surprise by a sally of the 
garrison, made early on the morning 
of April 14th ; which, though re- 
pulsed, was attended with the loss of 
830 men to the British, and by the 
ciiptm'e of their commander, Sir* John 
Hope, whose horse was shot under 
him, and himself wounded. The 
French attack was supported by the 
fire of theu* gunboats on the river, 
which opened indiscriminately on 
friend and foe. 910 of the French 
were killed. Admission to the citadel 
is obtained by an order from the com- 
manding officer ; but, except to a 
military man, it possesses nothing of 
interest. Steep approaches lead up to 
it, deep fosses surround it ; neai'ly 
vertical walls, 40 feet high, and nu- 
merous bastions, flank and enfilade 
every access to it ; visitors are not 
allowed to mount on the lumparts. 

Bayonne. Proper occupies a trian- 
gular space between the two rivers, 
and stretches for a considerable dii»- 
tance up the bank" of the Nive, which 
is crossed by 3 bridges. Many of the 
streets have a half Spanish character 
from the arcades running under the 
houses. The hiuidsomest quarter of 
the town is that adjoining the Theatre, 
consisting of tall houses— the Place 
d'Armes, Ruedu Gouvemeraent, where 
ai'e situated the principal hotels. 

The only building of consequence is 
tlie C(/ihedral, ugly externally (being 
dilapidated it is now undergoing a 
thorough restoration)^ within a fine 
lofty church in the best Pointed Grothic 
of the 14th cent., with choir and apse 
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a cent* earlier, aiKj vej.y sho^ tran- 
septs. Tlie a^nam of England .aitj still 
visible on the vault. The cloistiBra be- 
hind, in the florid style, nearly the 
lai'gest in France, and the S.E. portal 
of th^ trapsept, des/^rve notice. From 
the top pf its, tower there is a good view 
of the distant Pyrenees, of the to\yn, 
mers, and cit^el, aaid of the spot a 
little beloiy it,.a.i the epttrei^jiity of the 
long av^u^ of trees,, where a part of 
the British ai-my under Sk John. Hope 
crossed by a bridge of boats. furnished 
fropi the fleet of Admi^-al l*enros.e, 
and transported witl^ much difficulty 
over the jbar, Feb. 23-27, 1814, in order 
to invest the citadel, . ^ . . 

The Duke of "VVellington's Des- 
patches show with what severe dwci- 
pline he, prevented the troops, Spanish 
and English, jiinder his command, 
imitating the cruel injuries which the 
French army had inflicted oxx. Spain 
and other countries invaded by them. 

The construction, of the bridge over 
the Adour below, 3ayonne, and the 
passage of 1jhe> Allies across it^ dis- 
play the genius of Wellington in con- 
ceiving, combining, and executing an 
operation (Jeemed . impossible by his 
opponents,; and as styled by Colonel 
Napier "a. stupendous undertaking, 
tvhich will always rank among the 
prodigies of w^.'* The impediments 
consisted in the breadth of the rivep, 
the rapidity of its cuirent, the height 
to which the tide irises (14 feet), the 
difficulty of procuring and transport- 
jng the materials of the bridge : since, 
if sent by land, through bad and 
difficult roads, they must have alarmed 
the enemy ;/ if by water,, the bar, 
passable only at high wa^er^ and surf 
at the river's' mouth, rendered th^ 
entrance of boats next to impossible. 
The latter measure, however, had 
been decided on by the Duke ;. and to 
effect this purpose a little flotilla of 
chassemarees had been prepared in the 
Spanish harbour of Passages. But the 
long . prevalence of storms and con- 
trary winds had rendered its approach 
impracticable ; and the gjgil^nt Sir 
John Hope, to whom the execution of 
this ' measure htid been intrusted by 
tbo Duke Qf "Wellington, at last on I 



the 23rd of Febiiiary, 1814, began to 
push his troops across upon a raft at- 
tached to a hawser ; and thus, in the 
teeth of a strong fortress and garrison 
of neai'ly- 15,000 men, 600 men of the 
Guai'ds gained the opposite bank ; the 
French gunboats which guarded the 
river being silenced by rockets, three 
of them burnt, %nd a sloop of war 
driven up the river under the guns 
Qf Bayonne, while the same effective 
weapons kept the garrison at bay. 
Next morning, in spite of the t^m- 
pestupus weather and, the raging sm'f 
on the bar, which was so furious as to 
leave no strip of black water to point 
out the passage, without pilots, with 
no landmai'ks on the shore, the little 
fleet made for the mouth of the Adour. 
Each vessel had an engineer on board, 
and a supply of timber, cables, &c., 
and, aided by men of war's boats from 
the fleet, they boldly dashed into the 
midst of the breakers, blindly seeking 
the entrance. Several of the foremost, 
mastered by the wind and the waves, 
ran aground or were "dashed ashore, 
^Jid their crews perished. .This did 
not deter the others, however ; one 
more fortunate boat discovered the 
only safe cliannel, and the rest, follow- 
ing in its wake, gained smooth water 
within the bar — a glorious and gal- 
lant exploit. The 26 chassemarees 
thus introduced were moored head 
and stern by ropes stretched over the 
dykes which line the river at a spi^t 
where it is 800 ft, broad, at a dis- 
taaice of about 3 m. below Bayonne. 
Platforms of loose planks were laid 
between the boats, and the ropes were 
left slack, so as to allow the bridge to 
rise and fall with the tide ; yet this 
seemingly frail structure v/as strong 
enough to bear the heaviest artillery, 
and it was finished by the 26th. This 
deep-laid scheme entirely foiled Mai'- 
shal Soult, whose attention had been 
drawn off by the British general to an 
attack among the Gaves, the tributaries 
of the Adour high up the country, at 
the very moment when the passage of 
that river was effected close to the sea. 
Bayonne is a tov/n of commerce as 
well as of war, though its port is of 
Qompai'atively small use, on account 
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of the shifting bar at the mouth of the 
Adoui', which can only be passed at 
high water, and not without danger 
at some seasons, though the employ- 
ment of tug-steamers now diminishes 
the risk. The Adour flowed behind 
the sand dunes to Cape Breton, and 
afterwards to Vieuz Boucaut until its 
present outlet? was cut in 1579 by the 
engineer, Louis de Foix. Costly works 
have since been executed to maintain 
this outlet. 

In the Hotel de ViUe there is a public 
library of 10,000 vols., a valuable col- 
lection of archives, and a small mu- 
seum. 

The commerce of Bayonne consists 
chiefly in wool, which is largely im- 
ported from Spain, and in an extensive 
smuggling trade carried on with that 
country. 

Excellent chocolate and brandy are 
made here; the Bayonne hams, so 
called because largely exported hence, 
are cured among the Pyrenees, near 
Orthez and Pau. Some ships are built 
at Bayonne. 

From what has been said, it will be 
perceived that Bayonne has few objects 
to detain the passing traveller. The 
well-supplied markets, abounding in 
fruit and vegetables, will be worth a 
visit; and these, or the promenades, 
will afford an opportunity of seeing the 
Bayonnaise ladies, who are remarkably 
pretty, as well as the Basque female 
peasants, who are also distinguished 
by pretty faces and good figures, offer- 
ing a remarkable contrast with the 
inhabitants of the Landes. 

There is a BuU-Bing in the suburb 
St. Esprit, where, at certain seasons, 
the Spanish favourite amusement of 
a bull-fight may be witnessed. 

Those who desire a pleasant shady 
walk and fresh air should repair to 
the Allies Marines, a fine avenue of 
trees more than a mile long, on the 1. 
bank of the Adour, below the town 
and opposite the citadel, reaching along 
the 1. bank almost to the bend of the 
river, neai* which the Duke threw his 
army across. 

The heights of St. Etienne command 
lovely views of the city, the Adour, and 
the Pyrenees, Her§ st*»ds the superb 



modem Cfhdteau Caradoc, built by Lord 
Howden, surmounted by 2 towers and 
surrounded by fine gardens. 

A little way outside the town is the 
dilapidated Chdteau de Marrac, de- 
stroyed by fire in 1825 and gutted. 
It belonged to Napoleon I., who 
here received the sovereigns of Spain, 
Charles IV. and his queen, with 
her minion Oodoy. The Emperor also 
brought hither to meet them Ferdinand 
Prince of Asturias, whom, by false pre- 
tences, he had entrapped from Madrid 
in 1808 : and in this ch&teau they 
resigned to Kapoleon their hereditary 
rights to the crown of Spain, afterwards 
conferred on his brother Joseph. 

The Cemetery, where our countrymen 
who fell in the battle of 1 8 14 are buried, 
is about 2 m. beyond the octroi gate ; 
the key is kept by a peasant living near 
it — ^it will scarcely be worth a visit. 

Bayonne was the capital of the 
ancient district, inclosed within thd 
Adour and Bidouse, called Pays d« 
Labourd (from Lapurdum), by which 
it was known down to the 10th cent. 
The name Bayonne is merely the 
Basque Baia una, a port. The men of 
Bayonne Were famed in early times as 
armourers. Hence comes the word 
Bayonnette, said to have been invented 
inthisneighbourhood(8eeKte.77). The 
gloomy old Castle opposite the Sous- 
Prefecture, now a barrack, was' pro- 
bablv the residence of Catherine de 
Hedicis when she dragged hither her 
son, Charles IX., to the conference 
with |the Buke of Alva, in 1563. 
Bayonne has the rare credit of re- 
fusing to execute the orders of 
Charles IX. 'to slay all the Pro- 
testants in the town, owing to the 
firmness of its governor, Dapremont, 
Vicointe d*Orthez, who told the king 
that the town of Bayonne included 
only good citizens and brave soldiers, 
but not a single executioner. 

The chief place of resort for the 
inhab. of Bayonne out of the town 
is the watering-place of Biarritz, de- 
scribed in Rte. 77. Railway, omniboa 
several times a day (fare 50 cents.), or 
chars-4-bancs, &c. The route thither 
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may be varied by driving through, the 
Allies Marines and the pine-wood. 

A British Consui resides at Bayonne. 
HM. Fondelair Lacroix and Cuvillier 
Boufflers are bankers and Coutts' agents. 

In the inns at Bayonne will be found 
hung up advertisements of approach- 
ing Bull Fights, to be held at Vittoria, 
Tolosa^ Saragossa, and other places in 
the N. of Spain, in the vicinity of the 
French frontier. 

Baihoays — ^to Paris in 16 hrs. ; to 
Pau direct in 3} hrs. ; to Madrid by 
Irun and 6t. Sebastian, in 21 hrs. 

At the village of Anglet is an 
Orphan Asylum and Befuge^ tended 
by nuns (Servantes de Marie). Ladies' 
work of all sorts is executed by the 
inmates. 

[A short but interesting excursion into 
Spain may be made by rail to St. 
' Sebastian, 35 m. See Bte. 77 and 
HAin>BO0K FOR Spain.] 

[An interesting excursion from 
either Biarritz or Bayonne is to the 
Convent of Roncevaux in Spain by 
Cambo. 

From Bayonne to St. Jean Pied de 
Port (38 m.) there is a diligence in 7 
or 8 hrs., passing by Cambo and Has- 
parren ; but not by Itzatzon and Lou- 
hossoa. 

12 m. Camho (H. St, Martin), a 
pretty watering-place on the Nive, j 
with sulphureous baths, and breed- 
ing ponds for the salmon fishery of 
the Nive. 

[6 m. W. of Cambo is Hasparren, a 
Basque town of some importance.] 

2J m. Village of Itzatzou (H. du 
Pas de Roland — fair inn), close to 
^vhich is the Pas de Roland, a gorge 
through which the Nive forces its 
•^ay : ill the narrowest part a rock is 
pierced by a hole, said to be made by 
-the foot of Roland. From Itzatzou 
-the Nive is crossed by a suspension- 
l>ridge. 

3 m. Louhossoa, where porcelain- 
«lay is found, which partly supplies 
-the factory of Limoges : 5 m. beyond 
JLouhossoa, at Helette, there is a good 
J.ij» hsXf a mile oflT the high road. 



21 m. St, Jean Pied de Port. (Inn: 
H. de France.) The most thoroughly 
Basque town in France, fortified, and 
with a citadel planned by Vauban. 
Three of the branches which form the 
Nive unite just below the town. Hence 
is a carriage-road as far as 

7 J m. Vaharlos (Inn : H. Estanco na- 
cional — fair), 2J m. across the Spanish 
frontier, which is crossed previously 
at Aru^guy. From Valcarlos a well- 
worn mule-path leads through chest- 
nut groves and beech-forests to 

3 hrs. Roncevaux f the Concew^ founded 
to commemorate the destruction of 
Charlemagne's rear-guard by the Bas- 
ques, A.D. 778, when Roland, Prefect 
of the Marches of Bretague, Charle- 
magne's nephew, the hero of the * Chan- 
son de Roland,' finest of mediaeval 
French epics, and of innumerable tales 
of chivalry, was slain. Some relics 
(gauntlets and gaiters) of him and of 
Archbishop Turpin are said to be pre- 
served in the sacristy. The pass was 
crossed by the Bhick Prince, by Charles 
the Bad in Feb. 1367, before the battle 
of Navarret, and again by Gen. Hill 
and the Spaniards in 1814. The ruined 
chapel adjoining the Campo Santo is 
probably the earliest building, the 
present church of much later date. 
Tolerable accommodation may be pro- 
cured at the inn, the southernmost of 
the conventual buildings. 

The return journey may be varied 
by crossing the mountains to 

4 hi's. Zds Aldudes (in France) 
(Inn: H, Espagnol, facing the church : 
good inn), thence by carriage-road to 

5 m. La Fonderie (or Banca), whej'e 
are some curious copper-mines, said 
to have been wrought by the Romans, 
and still worked to some extent. 
Then to 

5 J m. Batgorry {Inn: Chez Bergui- 
gnon), where is a side road, 7 m., to St. 
Jean Pied de Port. But the traveller 
may continue by a carriage-road along 
the river side to 

6 m. OsseSy thence to Bidarray (Inn : 
left of the bridge) (4 m.), Louhossoa 
(3 m.), Cambo (5 m.), or better road 
from Osses to Irissarry on the high^ 
road near Helette, 
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The horsemfln or pedeatriau wishing 
to continue westward by the mountains 
will ^d a carriage-road as far as 

1§ hr. Lecanfjerri^ turning off the 
main road by the church at St. Jean 
le Vicux, thence by mule-path, some- 
what indistinct in places, to 

4 hrs. Ahusky, a Basque watering- 
place, where accommodation, none of 
the cleanest, may be found ; thence 
by stony mule-path to the valley of 
the Saison to 

4 hra. Tardets, 

There is also a good caiTiage-road 
from St. Jean Pied de Port by St. Just 
and Mauleon to Tardets (33 m.) — Jf.] 



ROUTE 7Ga. 

bayonne to tgulotlse, by peyreho- 
bade (sordes, ste. engrace, pic 
d'anie), puyoo, pau, and TARBES. 

— BAIL. 



Bayonne to 
Peyrehorade . . 


KiL 


Miles. 


. 34 


21 


Puyoo Junct . . 


. 51 


31 


Pau ... . 


. . 106 


66 


Lourdes . . . , 


. . 145 


90 


Tarbes Junct. . , 


. 1G5 


J 03 


Si. Gaudcns 


. . 231 


144 


Boussens Junct. 


. . 256 


160 


Toulouse . . 


. . 322 


201 



Romanesque Ch. of 13th cent. ; thence 
to 12 m. iSauteterre, wliei*e there is a 
Cli, of later date, a picturesque castle, 
old houses, and fine view frcxa bridge 
on road to IS m. Mauleon, (^Inn: H. 
Habiague.) A pretty town commanded 
by a Castle, held by the Cnglish in 
olden times, now used as a prison. 
Diligence to Oloron (Bte. 82), or to 
Orthez Stat. (Kte. 78). 

For the pedestrian there ai-e chann- 
ing walks to the head of the valley, 
taking the carriage-road to 10 m. 
Larran, a village of 1307 Inliab., IdOO 
ft. aboYO the sea, and thence by mule 
path to the Spanish frontier, or to the 
village of 8te, En^raoe, from which 
place the ascent of the Pic cTAnie^ the 
last of the gi^eat peaks westward (8216 
ft.), may be made ; but the summit 
will be reached in a somewhat shorter 
time (5 hrs.) from Lescun, on the way 
to (8 hrs.) B€dom, in the valley of 
d'Aspe (Rte. 82). 

It is in this district that the open- 
air tragedies, or Basques pastorales, 
are performed, usually at Easter.] 

5 m. Lahatut Stat, 

5 m. Puyoo Junct. Stat. 

The line from Dax here and on to 
Pau is described in Rte. 78 ; Pan to 
Lourdes and Tarhes in Rtes. 85 and 88: 
Tai'bes to Montrejeau in Rte. 89 ; aud 
Montrejeau to Toulouse in Rte. 91. 



2 trains daily in 11 hrs. 

The rly, follows the vale of the 
Adour. 

10 m. XTH Stat. Near here, on the rt., 
are the ruined castles of Guiche and 
Bidache (seat of the Grammonts). 

The Gave is crossed near Ilastirigvcs, 
an English castle destroyed by the 
Prince of Orange. 

21 m. Peyrehorade Stat. The Castle 
on the 1. belonged to the Aspremont 
llimily, 

[Excursion by carriage to 3' m. 
f^ordes, ruined Ahhey ; founded 900 by 
William Sanclio, Duke of Gascony. i 
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EOUTE 77. 

BAYONNE TO IRUN, IN SPAIN, BY 3IAR- 
TSLITZ, ST. JEAN J>E LUZ, AND HEN- 
JDAYE. — BAIL. 

Kit Miles. 
Bayonne to Biarritz ... 10 6 
St Jean de Luz .... 23 14 

Hendaye 36 22 

Iran 38 23 

4r trains daily in 1 J hr. 
The best way to go to Biarritz will 
be to take a carriage or omnibus, start- 
ing every hr. ; Sunday every ^ hr. , 
The carriage -road quits Bayonne by 
the Porte d'Espagne, through which 
N'apoleon poured so many gallant 
armies in succession into the Penin- 
sula, the rly. running parallel to it. 
The country is hilly the whole way 
to the frontier ; see from time to time 
glimpses of the sea on the rt. A 
number of country-houses are passed, 
amongst which, at a little distance on 
the 1., stands the Chfi,teau de MaiTac 
(Rte. 7^5). You turn rt. out of the 
road to Spain at d'Anglet to reach 
Biarritz. 

6 m. La N^gresso Stat. 2 m. from 
Biarritz (^Tnns: H. de France, clean 
and comfortable, kept by Qarderes, 
good in every respect, splendid views ; 
the same landlord has another house j 
H. des Ambassadeurs, best table- 
d*h6te ; H. d'Anglet^rre, large, mode- 
rate ; H. des Princes.) Charges for 
lodgings, both at hotels and in private 
houses, more than double in the 
autumn than in winter. 

This once secluded watering-place 
has risen into fashion and is increasing 
rapidly in size (Pop. 3652) since it has 
l>een honoured as the seaside residence 
of the Imperial family. It consists 
of groups of whitewashed lodging- 
hiouses, caf^s, inns, traiteurs, cottages, 
&c., scattered over rolling eminences 
and hollows bare of trees, on the sea- 
shore, hfere fenced with cliffs 40 or 



50 feet high, excavated by the waves 
into numberless (juiet coves. In 
these the sea at times roai'S and chafes, 
perforating the rock with holes, and 
undermining huge masses, which are 
detached from time to time; and, left 
like islands at some distance from the 
shore, still project above the waves. 
From the tops of the cliffs, especially 
the projecting promontory which beara 
the ruins of an old fort or lighthouse, 
I'Atalaye, one looks over the wide ex- 
panse of the Bay of E|iscay, bounded 
on the rt. by the Cape St. Martin, on 
which rises the Fhare, showing the 
way into the mouth of the Adour ; 
and on the 1. by the coast of Spain 
beyond St. Sebastian, with peaks of 
distant SieiTag rising behind it. A 
tunnel under the Atalaye leads to the 
Vieux Port, and to the small harbour 
of refuge, formed by connecting the 
isolated rocks by blocks of artificial 
stone, and from the extremity of which 
a breakwater, begun 1870, is in course 
of construction. The limpid purity of 
the sea and the smoothness of ihe sand 
render bathing in the sheltered bays 
most agreeable, the chief resort being 
the Port Vieux, where French ladies 
and gentlemen " en toilette de bain" 
consume hours in aquatic promenades. 
The ladies may be seen floating about 
like mermaids, being supported on blad- 
ders, corks; or gourds, attired in woollen 
trousers and tunics, and overshadowed 
by broad-brimmed hats. The rocks 
round Biarritz are of the Eocene Ter- 
tiary formation, wonderfully fos.silifer- 
ous (nummulitic). Towards Bidai-t 
rocks of the chalk and chalk-marl 
appear. 

Close to the shore, N". of the town, 
on a teiTace beaten by the waves, is 
the Vma Eugenie, built by Napoleon 
III., 1855, as a marine residence for the 
Empress, who had been a constant visi- 
tor here while Madlle. de Teba. It is 
a plain mansion, constructed of Eng- 
lish bricks, which have cost, it is said, 
at the rate of 6c?. apiece. It is never- 
theless but "a modest mansion." 

Biarritaf is a very desirable \vinter 
residence, from its fine climate; goo^ 
medicnl advice, both French and Eng- 
lish; and cheapness of Jiving from Nor. 



310 Boute 77. — St, Jean de Luz — Spanish Frontier, Sect. IV. 

(French), Alparagatas (Span.), on the 
feet. They are supposed to be the 
descendants of the "Cantabnun in- 
doctum ferre juga nostra," who sided 
with Hannibal in opposing the Romans, 
who contributed mainly to the defeat 
of Charlemagne and Roland in the pass 
of Roncevaux, and whose boast is that 
they were never conquered. In France 
they are confined to portions of the 
arrondissements of Bayonne and Mau- 
l6on, which formed part of the ancient 
kingdom of Navarre. 

5 m. St, Jean de Luz Stat. (^Inns .- H. 
de la Plage, new and good ; H. de 
France, comfortable; H. Poste best 
situated), the frontier town of Prance 
(2829 Inhab.), at the mouth of the 
Nivelle, where it falls into a beautiful 
bay. St. Jean was once a thriving 
port, sending vessels regularly to the 
whalQ fishery; its commerce has de- 
cayed, and its port is partly destroyed 
by inroads of the sea and sand. It 
is now much frequented as a water- 
ing-place, chiefly by Spaniards, At the 
N. end of its smooth sandy beach 
is an excellent bathing estaUishment. 
The Nivelle is tidal for 4 m., and 
well adapted for boating : the envi- 
rons are more pleasing, and afford 
more shade than those- of Biarritz. A 
strong sea wall protects the town, and 
a lai^e mole is being built across the 
mouth of the bay, to convert it into a 
safe port for large vessels. The town 
is distinguished by its narrow street 
and whitewashed houses, some of con- 
siderable ^tiquity . The suburb on the 
1. bank of the river is called Cibourre. 
The marriage of Louis XIV. with 
Maria Theresa, Infanta of Spain, was 
celebrated in the church here 1660. 
The Maison Lohobiague, or ChUteau de 
Louis XIV., the house which the royal 
party occupied is still pointed out. 

English church and chaplain here. 

In Nov. 1813, the British army, 
under the Duke of Wellington, crossed 
the Nivelle close to this town, after 
attacking and carrying the very strong 
intrenched position occupied by th« 
French army upon the heights on th< 
1. bank of the river. 

The forms of the moimtaina are pic- 
turesque, especially of that called la 



till June. Very fair houses may be 
hired at from 250 to 500 fr. a month. 
The climate is more bracing than that 
of Pau, but more windy. 

An English Protestant Clmrch was 
built here 1860, to which the late 
French Emperor liberally contributed. 
Service is performed twice a day on 
Sundays by a clergyman of the Ch. of 
England. 

Physvcians^'^'Dr, Charles Girdlestone 
practises here. 

There is an English Cliib, to which 
strangers may be introduced for 2 days 
free, on producing a card. Beyond 
this, subscription. 

English bankers^ Messrs. Saunders and 
Co, 

Excursions to Cambo and Roland's 
Pass, Koncevaux, &c. See Bte. 76 at 
the end, and to St. Jean de Luz and 
La Rhune see below. Steamers in 
summer to San Sebastian, Bilbao, and 
Santander. 

Omnibuses and chars-k-banc are con- 
stantly plying between the baths and 
the Porte d'Espagne at Bayonne. 

The CasinOf a huge building of 4 
storeys, with balconies and pavilions 
overlooking the sea, contains assembly, 
ball, and reading rooms, well supplied 
with newspapers. 



3 m. . Guethary Stat., a Basque vil- 
lage. 

Bidai't is a small quiet watering- 
place, (/nn: H. Zuzon, good.) A few 
lodging-houses. 

We here enter the Pays Basque, 
inhabited by that peculiar race who 
speak .a language having no relation 
with any other in Europe. They 
occupy in France only a small part 
of the W, comer of the Dept. des 
Basses Pyrenees, but are much more 
widely disseminated in Spain, where 
they form the mass of the population 
of 5 provinces. The French and Spanish 
Basques are distinguished by their 
dialect, and also by their costume, 
consisting of the beret, a cap resem- 
bling that of the lowland shepherd in 
Scotland, a red sash round the waist, 
and sandals made of hemp, called 
Espartinac (Basque), Espadrilles 



Ptrenees. 
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Mundf lisBXkg above Urrugne, which ib 
yisible even fix)m the other side of 
3ayonne. The aacent may be made 
in 2J hrs. from L'Acain (H. la Rhune) 
or Olette, each distant about 4 m. by 
carria^-road from St. Jean de Luas. 
The view will well repay. Before 
reaching this point the traveller finds, 
contrary probably to what he could 
have expected from books, that the 
mountain chain of the Pyrenees by 
no means terminates in France, but 
stretches W. in lofty ridges and bare 
peaks tossed about in wild confusion, 
traversing Spain to its farthet comer, 
and endmg at Cape Ortegal in the 
Asturias. 

8 m. Hendaye Stat. fBufifet, good 
liqueur, like Chartreuse, from the dis- 
tiUeries in the town, and English beer 
also obtainable.) (^Inn: H. International, 
good.) This village, of some 600 Inhab., 
ia on the rt< bai^ of the Bidassoa, 
which separates France from Spain, 
and here crossed by a viaduct. The 
view is fine, and travellers may cross 
in a boat ' to the characteristic old 
town of Fuentarabia on the opposite 
bank, rejoining the rly. at Irun Stat., 
close to which they may land. 

The luggage of travellers entering 
Prance is searched at Hendaye, and on 
entering Spain at Irun; but in case of 
being registered at Paris for Madrid, 
and vice versdj it is not opened at either 
frontier ; after it has undergone the pro- 
cess at the frontier, the owner will do 
well to have it sealed up, to avoid a re- 
petition of the same operation between 
this and Bayonne. 50 c. is the charge 
for sealing or plomhing each package. 

The wild and lofty mountains around 
and behind Behobie, called Montague 
Verte and Mendele, now so solitary, 
were strongly forti&ed by Marshal 
Soult in 1813, to defend the Passage of 
the Bidassoa, which the Duke of Wel- 
lington effected nevertheless, in the 
face and in spite of him. In the 
course of several months preceding, 
everv weak point had been strength- 
ened by the French, and the whole 
line of slopes and precipices, from the 
sea to the Bhune mountain, bristled 
with batteries, defending the fords of 
the river ; the bridge of Behobie, tra- 



versed by the high road from Paris to 
Madrid, having been broken down. 

On the green knoll or mamelon of 
St. Marcial, a strong battery was plcmted 
by the Allies, which covered the pas- 
sage, by a ford higher up, of one divi- 
sion," consisting of Spaniards, under 
Gen. Freire, who drove the French 
from the heights of Mendele. The most 
formidable part of the French posi- 
tion was La lihune, not only from its 
elevation, steepness, and tremendous 
precipices, but from the redoubts, 
mtrenchments, &c,, thrown up on 
it, wherever there appeared the least 
facility of approach, and from the 
strong body of troops who held every 
commanding point, sweeping the 
slopes and ravines with their cannon 
and musketry. The Duke of Wel- 
lington employed nearly 20,000 men 
in the attack of this mountsun, which 
was gained, as it were, inch by inch, 
the enemy being driven from one 
work after another up to the veiy 
summit, where they occupied a rocky 
height called the Hermitage. This 
was nearly impregnable, and they de- 
fended it for some time merely by 
rolling down stones upon their assail- 
ants. 

A lower ridge, or projecting butti*ess, 
of the Rhune, is called La Bayonnette, 
from that weapon of war, invented, 
it is said, on this spot, by a Basque 
regiment, who, having run short of 
ammunition, assaulted the Spaniards 
opposed to them by sticking the long 
knives which the Basques commonly 
carry into the barrels of their muskets, 
and thus charging the enemy. This 
must have occurred some time in the 
16th or early in the 17th cent. The 
ridge of the Bayonnette was stormed 
and carried by the Allies 1813, before 
they gained the Rliune. 

Behind St. Marcial opens out the 
Valley of Bastan, the cradle of the 
Bidassoa. A good carriage-road runs 
up by Elizondo to the Col de Maya, 
Cambo, and Bayonne. Close below the 
bridge of Behobie is a little island, 
reduced by the washing of the current 
to a narrow strip of earth, tufted with 
glass and willows, marked by a pyra- 
mid. This is the historically celebrated 
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lie des Fdlsans, on which the conferences 
were held between the French Mmister 
Mazarin and the Spanish Pon Louis 
de Hai-o, which led to the famous 
treaty of the Pyrenees, 1659, and the 
maiTiage of Louis XFV. with the 
flaughter of Philip IV. Each sove- 
mgu advanced from his own territory, 
by a temporary bridge, to this bit of 
neutral ground, which then reached 
netirly up to the bridge. The piles 
which supported the Cardinal's pavi- 
lion were visible not many years ago* 
The death of Velasquez the painter 
was caused by his exertions in super- 
intending these constructions; duties 
more fitting to an upholsterer than a 
l^ainter. 

The Bidassoa forms the line of de- 
marcation between the two kingdoms 
only for about 12m.: it entera the sea 
about 5 m. below Behobie, between 
Hendaye on the French side, and the 
town of Fuentarabia on the Spanish, 
after passing near 

8 m. Irun (Buffet), first Spanish 
station and town. (See Handbook 
FOR Spain.) 

Between Imin and Fuentarabia are 
the 3 fords discovered by the Duke of 
Wellington, on the information of 
Spanish fishermen, by which he car- 
ried one division" of his army across, 
and, gaining the first i^ermanent foot- 
ing ill the French territory, turned 
the rt. of the French position, and the 
strongly defended heights near Hen- 
daye. These fords were practicable 
only at springtide, and for 3 or 4 hours, 
being covered by the sea, to a depth of 
14 ft., at high water. Soult was there- 
fore perfectly unprepared for an-attempt 
to cross at this point, and his troops 
were deceived by the tents of the Bri- 
tish Camp being left standing as though 
still occupied. At the close of a fierce 
thunder-storm, early on the morning 
of Oct. 17, the allied army, formed into 
7 columns behind banks and ridges, 
issued forth at a given signal, and, 
winding slowly across the broad sands, 
efifected the passage before the enemy 
became aware of their intention. 

Passing rt. Passages and its siiigular 
land-locked harbour, the rly. reaches 

n m. St. Sebastian Stat., the beauty 



of which cannot be thohni^ly enjoyed 
from the passing train . (^Inns : H. ParA- 
dor Real, beat ; H. Sanf Isabel.) No 
longer a strong fortress, since modem 
artillery commands its seagirt • citadel 
frova. the surrounding heights. {See 
Handbook of Spain.) 

Ascend to the citadel, from which 
fine views over the land aiid sea (see 
graves of British oflBcers). On Sun- 
day, good music in the cathedral. 
Return to Biarritz by an evening train, 
dining at Hendaye. Ko passport re- 
quired by British subjects on entering 
Spain.. 



ROUTE 78. 

« 

DAX TO PAU, BY ORTUEZ. (bJLIU) 

Daxto Kil. Miles. 

Puyoo ..... 31 . . )9 

Orihez 46 . . 2« 

Tan 83 . . 61 

Dax on the Bordeaux and Bayonne 
Rly. (Rte. 76.) 3 trains daily, 2 and 
Shrs.' 

8 m. Mimhaste Stat., before reaching 
which the river is fcrossed. 

11m. Pi^yoo Juuct. Stat. The castle 
of Belloctj is near the suspension -bridge 
over the Gave, which ancientlv formed 
the boundaVy-line between tUe king- 
doms of France' and Navarre. Rly. to 
Baj'^onne (Rte. 76a). 

Beyond Puyoo the fertility of the 
plain, the abutidant watercourses, the 
luxuriant festodns of the vines, and 
the magnificent views of the Pyrenean 
range, give interest to this portion of 
the route. At Berenz, Sir Stapylton 
(Cotton's division of cavalry, and Pic- 
ton's 3rd brigade, crossed the Gave 
before the i?rtf^/^o/ Orthcz, Thot victor rf 
was achieved, Feb. 27, 1814, by driving 
the Fi-ench from a very strong position 
on the heights above Orthez, extending 
from the town to the high road to Dax 
and the village of Bo^s. The retreat of 
the ehemy ended in a fligtit, and' they 
wer^ pursued by the British, the same 
night, as far as Sault de Navailles. A 
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wound received by the Duke of Well- 
ington in the critical moment of pur- 
suit contributed to save the French 
from greater loss. They attribute their 
defeat to a superiority of force on the 
side of the Allies, but the impartial 
estimate of Col. Napier sets down the 
numbers of Soult's army at 40,000 (in- 
cluding 4000 or 5000 raw conscripts), 
and that of the Duke at 37,000. The 
British cavalry outnumbered that of 
the enemy by 1000. The French lost 
nearly 4000 men killed, woimded, and 
prisoners; the Allies, 2300. Obelisk 
to Fr. Gen. F'oy, wounded. 

10 m. Orthez Stat. (Inn : H. La Belle 
H6tesse ; good cuisine) is a somewhat 
dull town of 6627 Inhab., though 
situated at the junction of several 
roads into Spain by St. Jean Pied de 
Port, to Dax, and Bordeaux, to Olo- 
ron, to Pau, and to Bayonne. It has 
a modem bridge of a single arch, and 
an old Gothic one of 4 pointed arches, 
surmounted in the centre by a tower 
from which, according to tradition, 
the Calvinist soldiers of the army 
of the Comte de Montgomery, after 
taking the town by assault, 1 569, and 
putting to the sword most of its de- 
fenders, precipitated into the I'iver the 
Roman Catholic priests who were found 
"witli aiTns in their hands, and who re- 
fused to abjure their religion. Jeanne 
d'Albret, Queen of Navarre, mother of 
Henri lY., established here a Protest- 
ant College. The little Inn La Belle 
H6tesse was Froissart's " La Lune." 

Orthez was once a place of im- 
portance, as residence of the Princes 
of B^am down to the end of the 15th 
cent., when they removed to Pau. 
^Tlie Castle de Moncada, built by Gas- 
-fcon de Poix IV., 1240, after the pat- 
"tenx of a Spanish castle of that name, 
•WSia dismantled by Richelieu, and is 
1-ed.uced to a few ruined walls, over- 
^opped by one stately tower, left to 
ctttest its former splendom*, on a height 
tvbove the town. It is mentioned by 
jTroissart, who paid a visit to Gaston 
X'h.cebus Cdmte de Foix here, 1 388, and 
-%vas received into the household, in 
c>rder to obtain, from the Count's own 
.^^onth, information for his history re- 
specting the wju-s in Gascony and Spain. 
^JrVance, 1873.] 



He describes the death of Gaston at 
the neighbouring village of Kiou, on 
his return from hunting the bear, and 
the celebration of his funeral in the 
Church of the Cordeliers at Orthez, 
where he was buried in front of the 
high altar. The Castle of Orthez was 
the scene of unparalleled crimes during 
the life of the brutal Gaston Phoebus, 
who filled its dungeons with the vic- 
tims of his unbridled passion ; among 
them his own kinsman, the Viscomte 
de Ch§,teaubon, Pierre Arnaut, the 
faithful governor of Lourdes (see Ete. 
85), and, finally, his own son and only 
child, whom he killed with his knife, 
in the dark cell into which he had 
caused him to be immured. Blanche 
de Navarre was poisoned here. 

The picturesque Pic du Midi d'Ossau 
is visible near this. 

15 m. Lescar Stat. The old and de- 
cayed town Lescar, is supposed by some 
to be the ancient Benehamum, whence 
the district of which it was originally 
the capital was called Beam. It was 
sacked and ruined during the wars 
of Religion, 1569, by the troops of the 
Comte de Montgomery. On a detached 
eminence, lising above the town, stand 
the Castle, of brick, and the Ch. of 
Notre Dame (M-H.), a decayed 12th-ceut. 
edifice, partly in the Ilomanesque style, 
retaining fragments of mosaic pavement 
under the flooring. The early princes of 
Beam, including Henri d'Albret, grand- 
father of Henri IV., and his wife, the 
Marguerite des Marguerites, were buried 
in it; but their tonibs were destroyed 
either by the Huguenots in the 16th 
or the Revolutionists in the 1 9th cent. 
There is a fine view of the mountjiins 
from the cathedral terrace. The 
Jesiiits* College, founded by Henri IV. 
after his conversion, was turned into 
a manufactory, but now deserted. 

Nearer to Pau, on the 1. of the 
road, is BUhereSy where Henri was 
nursed by a peasant, whose lineal 
descendant still occupies the dwelling, 
pointed out with some pride by the 
inhabitants. The eminence rising on 
the opposite bank of the Gave, its slopes 
covered with verdure and vineyards, is 
the Cote do Jurangon, which produced 
the best of all the Pyrenean wiiies. 
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The rly., before entering Pau, ekii-ts 
the wooded ridge which forms its beau- 
tiful Pare. 

2 m. Pan Stat. (Buffet). Omnibuses 
to the various hotels. 

{fnns : H. de France, at the comer of 
the Place Royale, very good; Grand 
H6tel Gassiou, near castle, one of the 
handsomest buildings of the kind in 
France ; H. de la Paix ; H. Bellevue ; H. 
Beau Sejour at E. end of Tentice near 
Lycce ; H. de la Poste, good ; H. 
de r Europe, Rue de la Prefecture, 
improved ; H. de la Dorade ; H. 
Henri IV.) Good lodgings may be had 
at the Bains de la Place Royale, but 
apply at the Bureau Syndical (48 Rue 
Prefecture) for all information respect- 
ing houses to let, apartments, servants, 
&c. &c. The charges for board and 
lodging are higher during the winter 
season, 1 October to 31st May, than in 
summer. 

Tliis ancient capital of the little 
kingdom of French Navarre and Bdam, 
now chief town of the D^pt. des Basses 
Pyr<?ndes, stands on a lofty ridge, form- 
ing the rt. bank- of the river, or Gave de 
Pau. It has 24,563lnhab., and during 
the winter months an increasing number 
of foreign residents (3000 to 4000), 
chiefly English, owing to the ease with 
which it may now be reached, it being 
18 hrs. by rail from Paris (500 m.), 
30 hrs. from London, 28 hra. from 
Madrid. Its situation is perhaps 
scarcely surpassed by that of any town 
in France, if wo consider the magnifi- 
cent view over the chain of the W. 
Pyrenees, which expands in front of 
it at an average distance of 20 m. 
This Vie^c, reminding one somewhat 
of that fi'om the platform at Berne, 
though inferior to it, is well seen 
from the Castle and its ten-ace, or 
from the Boulevard du Midi, or from 
the Parcj which is a fine natural 
terrace, running along the rt. bank of 
the Gave, thickly covered, on its top 
and sides, with noble trees, affording 
a grateful shade in the heat of the day, 
and provided with seats wherever, 
through gaps in the foliage, the differ- 
ent parts of the view appear to advan- 
tage. This spot formed part of the 
domain anciently attached to the old 



castle, and a communication between 
the castle and the Pare, through, a 
formal square planted with, rows of 
trees, called Plante, has been esta- 
blished by a handsome bridge of two 
arches, thrown over the high road. 

The range of the Pyrenees, as s^en 
from Pau, presents a strikingly beau- 
tiful and varied outline of peaks, 
cones, and ridges, often cut like a saw, 
rising against the S. horizon. Among 
the mass of summits, and precipices, 
and bold forms, are two pre-eminent 
from their elevation and shape — ^the 
Pic du Midi d'Ossau to the W., a peak 
with sides nearly vertical and cloven 
crest, rising at the extremity of the 
beautiful Val d'Ossau; «ind to the E., 
the Pic du Midi de Bigorre. These 
members of the great central range are 
disclosed to view through the gaps of 
a subordinate chain of roimd-backed 
and wooded hills forming the middle 
distance; while in the foreground ap- 
pear the venerable Castle of Pau, the 
torrent, or Grave, its banks beautifully 
fringed with trees, the picturesque 
bridge, and the ruins of another bridge 
destroyed by its inundations. Withm 
the scope of this view appear Jui'an9on, 
a village famed for its wines, and Bil- 
h^res, where Henri IV. was nursed. It 
is a glorious prospect, to be dwelt upon 
and seen over and over again. 

There are 3 polos in the arms of the i 
town, and the name Pau is said to be 
derived from these palt, it being the 
custom in Beam to plant poles on the 
intended site of a town. The town 
owes its origin to the Viscounts of 
B^arn, who Duilt a "manor" here, 
around which a village clustered ; but 
its chief renown is due to its Imying 
been the birthplace of the ''Bon Roi* 
Henri IV., who drew his first breatk 
(Dec. 13, 1553) in its ancient, time- 
honoured, historic * Castle (open to ■ 
the public eveiy day except Monday, I 
10 to 12 and 2 to 4), the most con- 
spicuous and interesting building in 
the town. It stands upon tbe ridge 
above mentioned, overlooking tbo river 
and bridge, at the point of a sort of 
promontory formed by a small rivulet 
which cuts its way through the town, 
and behind the castle walls at the 
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bottom of a deep ravine, to throw 
itself into the Gave, just below it. 
The five towera of the Castle, and the 
outer wall which connects them, and 
serves to support the upper storeys, 
are the oldest part, and supposed to 
date from the time of Gaston Phoebus 
Comte de Foix, who founded the 
castle about 1363. The tallest tower, 
or Donjon, named after Gaston, at the 
E. end, rising to a height of 110 ft. 
18 built wholly of tiles, and furnished 
With loopholes. The windows have 
b«en closed in modem times. A copy 
of the contract for erecting it (dated 
1375) still exists, and in it the Count 
*iini8elf engages to furnish the bricks 
or tiles from the Tuileries de Pau. 
In the gutted and half -ruined Tour 
^fe la Monnoije, rising on the side of 
the castle next the river. Margaret 
de Valois, it is said, gave an asy- 
lum to Calvin and other persecuted 
Reformers, and took great delight in 
listening to their discourse, although 
jbe never actually abandoned the 
J^man Catholic faith. The little 
oblong court of the castle is desti- 
tute of architectural beauty ; the 
Tour d« Montauzet, on one side of 
jt, contained, according to popular 
relief, the oubliettes. It is about 80 
«• high, and its walls, to a height of 
^ ft., were originally destitute of any 
opening, the gate at the bottom having 
been broken through in 1793, when 
tbe castle was sacked and despoiled by 
the Revolutionists. It stands within, 
and detached from, the outer wall of 
the castle, from which a smali draw- 
bridge, thrown over the gap, gave ac- 
cess to it through a small door. Within 
the thickness of its walls 7 or 8 con- 
fined dungeons exist, lighted by very 
small barred apertures. The upper 
storey only is provided with a window, 
looking into the court, and with a 
fireplace. On its wall, towards the 
court, are seen marks of the shot fii'ed 
by the Biscayans when they assaulted 
the castle during the civil wars in B^am 
(1569), in the absence of Jeanne de 
Navarre. 

Opposite the tower of Montauzet is 
the grand staircase, the vaulting of 
which, divided into compartments, con- 



tains rich carvings, amo&g which may be 
observed the letters H. M., the initials 
of Henri II. of Navarre and Margai*et, 
the grand-parents of Henri IV., by 
whom it was built. The entire resto- 
ration of the interior, and of the 
ancient decorations, injured by the 
Jlevolutionists, and the covering of 
walls of the chief apartments with 
tapestry, was undertaken by Louis- 
Philippe, with very good taste and 
splendour. The exterior restorations 
undei'taken by Napoleon III. have 
tended to destroy the original cha- 
racter of the walls, which, like all 
public buildings in Pau, consisted 
partly of stones from the Gave, and 
partly of flat bricks or tiles. 

In an apartment on the first floor 
is presei'ved a very interesting relio 
— the * cradle in which Henri IV. 
was rocked, consisting of a large tor- 
toise-shell, inverted and suspended by 
cords, like the scale of a balance. It is 
sunnounted by a trophy of flags, em- 
broidered by the Duchesse d'Angou- 
leme, the staves of which serve to sup- 
port it. When the castle was sacked 
in 1793 by the Republicans, bent on 
destroying all traces of royalty, they 
would certainly not have spared this; 
but, luckily, another tortoise-shell wafi 
substituted in its place, which was 
broken and burnt with every insult. 
A contemporaiy statue of Henri IV., 
preserved here, represents him leaning 
on his truncheon, after the battle of 
Ivry; it has little merit as a work of 
art. In front of the state apartments 
projects a balcony, commanding a view 
of the chain of the Pyrenees unsur- 
passed for its beauty. In the second 
storey of the castle, in the room adjoin- 
ing the Tour de Maz^res in the S.W. 
comer, Henri IV. was bom. Here his 
venerable grandfather, Henri d'Albret, 
taking in his arms the new-bom infant, 
after his lips had been rubbed with 
gai'lic, according to the custom of 
B^son, poured down his throat some 
drops of Juran9on wine, the best which, 
the country affords, to give him a 
strong constitution I Jeanne d' A Ibret 
was also born in the castle, 1528. It' 
was alternately the prison of Reformers 
I and Romanists during the religious 
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wai*8 and troubles of B^am; and was 
the refuge of Theodore Beza and 
other Protestant teachers whom Jeanne 
de Navarre protected from persecution. 

Among the costly and old-fashioned 
furniture collected by King Louis - 
Philippe to decorate the castle, and re- 
store it to its ancient splendour, may* 
be mentioned the bed, in the chambre- 
k-ooucher du Roi, said to be that of 
Henri IV., carved with medallion heads 
of the kings of France : in an adjoining 
room is the bed of Jeanne d'Albret, 
and a state chair, bearing her arms, 
presented by Marshal Soult, The 
ohapel has been fitted wp, and has a 
painted glass window, executed at 
Sevres. The apartment leading to it 
contains some magnificent presents 
made by Bemadotte, King of Sweden, 
to the town of Pau, his birthplace. 
They consist of vases of porphyry of 
large size, STiperb tables of various 
kinds of porphyry, conglomerate, &c., 
and a chimney-piece of serpentine, all 
the produce or Sweden, and of gi'eat 
value and beauty. 

The moat and the ground round the 
castle have been laid out in pleasant 
walks. Abd-el-Kader was a prisoner 
in the Castle in 1848. The Duke of 
Hamilton occupied it in 1857, and 
the Queen Isabella in 1869. 

Marshal Bemadotte, who became 
King of Sweden, was son of a saddler 
in Pau, and bom in the house, No. 
6 Rue • de Tran. He quitted his 
native town, 1780, as a drummer boy 
in the Regiment Royal de la Marine. 

It is a somewhat remarkable coin- 
cidence, that of the two most eminent 
men and sovereigns who first drew 
breath at Pau, the one abandoned the 
Protestant faith, the other the Roman 
Catholic, in order to secure a throne. 

The low ugly Ch. of St, Martin is 
only remarkable because in it Jeanne 
d'Albret, the most sagacious and 
accomplished princess of her age, after 
our Elizabeth, first received the com- 
munion according to the form of the 
Reformed church, on Easter-day, 1 560. 
Viret, the Reformer, preached from 
its pulpit. 

A Statue of Henri I F. has been set up 
ita the Place Royale (1843); the bas- 



reliefs on the pedestal represent events 
of his life. 

The College, at the E. end of the 
town, was originally a convent of Bar- 
nabites, founded by Henri IV., after 
he had abandoned the faith of his 
mother, in order to conciliate the 
Roman Catholics. 

The Poste aux Zettres, Place de la 
Nouvelle Halle, adjoins the Prefec- 
ture, where is deposited a very curi- 
ous collection of old records, deeds, 
&c., relating to the ancient state and 
history of B^am, including the Fors 
(fueros, privileges) of B^am ; auto- 
graphs of its most illustrious B^amois 
sovereigns, and a list of the contribu- 
tions collected in B^am towards the 
ransom of Francis I. from captivity. 

There are ffot Baths (for 75 c.) at 
the extremity of the Place Royale 
and also in the Basse Plante. 

There is a Mus€e near the Ch. of St. 
Martin devoted chiefly to the natural 
history of the Pyrenees. It contains a 
collection of marbles of the Pyrenees, 
a duplicate painting of the birth of 
Henri IV. by Deveria, and a Librwt/ of 
20,000 vols. 

The Halle Neuve, opposite the Post 
Office, is a spacious and well -arranged 
market, and over it a range of hand- 
some apartments for various mum- 
cipal purposes. 

The town of Pau is not hand- 
some or remarkable. Its chief streat 
is the Rue de la I'l'^fecture, which 
on market-days presents a bustling 
scene; here are the chief shops. 

Many English make Pau their re- 
sidence, chiefly during the winter 
months, when a peculiar stillness 
reigns in the atmosphere, but the 
cUmate cannot be praised, as, though 
mild, it is now warm, now chilly, and 
always malarious. The town is iin- 
drained, and the low ground at the 
foot of the terrace sometimes flooded. 

It is now greatly resorted to by the 
wealthy Parisians ; good houses are 
consequently difficult to procui*e, and 
though provisions are cneap^ house- 
rent is very high ; a moderately good 
suite of apartments costs more than a 
similar set at Paris. A number of new 
houses have been built. 
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Eng, Ch. Service (11 and 4) at Trinity 
Ch., back of the Grand Hotel, Christ 
Ch., in the Bue Serviez, and at St, 
Andrew* s (temporary iron ch.), in the 
Hue Galas. There is also a Scotch 
Presb. Ch. and a French Reformed ch. 
English Physicians, — Sir Alex. Taylor, 
Dr. Ottley, Dr. Bagnell. 

Bankers. — Mr. Mnsgrave Claye, an 
English gentleman and United Stat^es 
Vice-Consul, is most obliging, and 
the principal banker. Mr. Chui'ch, 
H.B.H.'s Vice-Consul, has also a 
banking establishment at No. 13 Bue 
Serviez. 

<7/m6. — There are 3 clubs. The 
Englisli club, of 150 members, is in 
the Place Boyale, the chief subscribers 
being English and American. Annual 
subscription 100 francs. No coffee- 
room or restaurant, but a library, bil- 
liards, and all the best French, English, 
and American periodicals. The cercle 
Henri IV. on the first floor of the 
theatre, and the cercle B^arnais. 

A Circulating Library of English and 
French books is kept by Lafon, Rue 
Henri IV., an intelligent and respect- 
able bookseller, whose shop is a Bureau 
de Benseignements, very useful to 
strangers. Bassy's shop. Rue du Col- 
lege, is furnished with prints, views, 
&c. Here may be obtained Maxwell 
JL«yte*s excellent Photographic views of 
thQ Pyrenees. 

A subscription pack of hounds is 
kept up, hunting during the season 3 
times a week. 

There are 2 Theatres, TOpera and 
Varietes. Golf and Cricket Clubs near 
the town; a Circulating Library, got 
up by subscription ; a College or Lycec 
for boys of all nations. Carriages 
and saddle-horses at reasonable fares. 
Hackney Coaclies in abundance. By 
day> the course 1 fr. ; per hr. 2 fr, 

Jiailfjoays; to Lourdes (whence Dili- 
gences to CauteretGij Luz, Bareges), 
to Tarbea Auch, Agen, and Paris (Rtes. 
85, 79); to Dax, Bayonne, Bordeaux, 
and Paris ; to Bagneres de Bigorre ; to 
Montrejeau (whence diligenoes to B. de 
Luchon), and to Toulouse. Diligences 
daily to Oloron in 3 hrs. ; to Eaux- 
Bonnes and Eaux-Chaudes. 

Commerce, — FvQTO the swiije ^ef^^cl 



near this and about Orthez are derived 
the so-called Jamhons de Bayonne ; they 
are said to owe their excellent flavour 
to the abundance of acorns in the. 
woods where thQy are herded, and to 
the salt of Sallies with which they are 
cured. There is a considerable manu- 
facture of chequered handkerchief^ at 
Pau. The '^hite wine of Juranfon 
comes from the vineyards on the oppo- 
site side of the Gave. 

EXCURSIONS. 

The situation of Pau is such that bv 
the rlys. and excellent roads travellers 
may visit many of the finest spots iu 
the Pyrenees, and return the same 
evening. The principal excursions to 
be made in one day are — 

3 m. S.W. Perpigna, and 1} m. far- 
ther, Gmrardet, 

4J m. S. Chateau of Tout y croit, in 
the Happy Valley. 

7 m. K. village of Serres Casteta 
(small Inn), fine view. 

7 m. N.E. Morlaas (fair Inn), a 
poor village of 1700 Inhab., the capital 
of B^m down to the 13th cent. The 
Romanesque Ch. of Ste, Foi (1089) 
has a splendid W. portal, with i^^uch 
12th-cent. carving, and a rich chapel 
with altaipiece of 16th cent. The view 
fix)m the hill before descending into 
the village is magnificent. 

7 m. W. Artiguelouve and to Arbus, 
Lescar, and BiUieres (Rte. 78). 

8 m. S.E. Chapel of Pietat, by way 
of Pardies, returning by Gan. 

10 m. S. Eebenacg and its peak (Rte.- 
83) (sources and grotto of N^ez), re- 
turning by (3 m. W.) Belair (Rte. 82). 

12 m. S.E. Na§ and 4 m. ferther, 
Betharram (Rte. 85). 

17. m. S. ZoMM>(Rte. 83), and to St. 
Christau and Oloron (Rte. 82). 

25 m. S.E. Lourdes (Rte. 85), and on 
to Argeles, Luz, Gavamie, Barnes, &c. 

28 m. S. EauX'Bonnes and EauX' 
Chaudes and neighbourhood (Rte. 83), 

41 m. S.E. Cauterets (Rte. 85) and the 
Lac de Gaube. 

Carriage-hire varies much; but, gene- 
rally speaking, in the Pyrenees, four 
horses will Uot exceed 1 fr. per l^il. 
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ROUTE 79. 

PKaiGUEUX TO TARBE8 AND PAU, BY 
AGEN AND AUOH. RAIL. 

KU. Miles. 

P^rigueux to Agen ... 152 94 

Astaffort 171 106 

J^ectoure 188 117 

FleuruDce 198 123 

Auch 222 138 

Afirande S50 155 

liabastens 294 184 

Tarbes ^04 190 

Bagnbres de Bigorre . . 326 204 

The first part of this route, from 
Pcrigueux to Agen, is described iu 
Btes. 72a, 7?. 

Illy. fi*om Agen to Auch, 44 m, 

Agen Junct. Stat., in Rte. 73. 

On leaving Agen the line crosses 
the Garonne by a viaduct bridge of 
17 arches, to enter the valley of the 
Gers, which it follows as far as Auch, 
running in a continuous southerly 
direction. 

4 m. Bon Encontre Stat. 

3 m. Laijrac Stat. 

6 m. Astaffort Stat. Enter the Ddpt. 
du Qers. 

12 m. Lectoure Stat, (/nns .* H. Da- 
roUeS; H. Dabadie), a town of 6086 
Inhab.,ron the top of an abrupt hill, 
litoman relics. Tour du Bourreau, 
former residence of the executioner. 
Hotel of the Dues de Eoquelaure. Qn 
the Promenqide dn Bastion statue of 
Marshal Lannes, b. here 1769. About 
10 m. W. of this, reached by diligences 
in If hr., is 

{^Condom (Inns: H. Cheval Blanc ; 
H. Lion d'Or), a town of 8140 Inhab., 
on the Balse, a stream descending from 
Marmande and parallel to the Gers, 
and a place of considerable trade. It 
has a handsome Ch, (formerly cathe- 
dral) of the 14th and 15th cent.J 

6 m. Flmrance Stat. 

7 m. Sainte Christie Stat. 

8 m. Auch Stat. {Inns: H. de 
France, cooking good, rooms fairly 
clean, other arrangements defective.) 
The chief town of the Department du 
Gers, of 12,500 Inhab., and see of 
an ai-chbishop, situated on the top 
and slopes of an eminence washed 
by the Gers nt its base, and crowned 



by the Cathedral, begun in the reign 
of Charles VIII., and completed in 
that of Louis XIV., without regard 
to unity of style, by a richly deco- 
rated portico in imitation of that 
of St. Peter's at Borne. The church 
is 347 ft. long, and 87 ft. high. The 
painted glass is of rare richness of 
colour, but is coarse in design; it was 
executed (1513) by Amaud de Moles. 
The carved woodwork of the 113 choir 
stalls is equally remarkable, and is 
scarcely surpassed in France. At the 
back of the stalls are well-executed 
figures of Virtues, &c., in bas-relief, 
inclosed in niches and canopies of ela- 
borate workmanship (date 1520-46). 
The choir is separated from the nave 
by a jubd, or rood-loft. 

Long flights of stairs lead from the 
lower town to the upper: many old 
houses are preserved here. The Place 
Royale, in the higher and better quar- 
ter of the town, into which the narrow 
streets converge, includes the Oath, 
and other chief buildings. Adjoining 
it is the Cours dEtignj/, so named from 
a magistrate by whom it was laid out, 
commanding a glorious view of the 
chain of the Pyrenees. A grand jiigki 
of steps, like those in Rome, mounts 
;from the level of the Grers to the back 
of the cathedral. 

Auch was anciently capital of the 
Ausci, afterwards of the Comt^ d'Ar- 
magnac, and seat of an Archbishop, 
the Primate of Aquitaine. 

The rly. is carried out of the vale of 
the Gers in a series of curves into that 
of the Petite Baise. 

13 m. L*Tsle de Noe Stat. 

17 m. Mirande Stat. {Inn: H. Du* 
puy), a town of 4000 Inhab. Remains 
of an old castle. View of the Pyrenees 
from here, magnificently fine. 

Another summit level is surmounted 
before reaching 

Mielan Stat., and yet another before 

18 m. Villecomtal Stat. 

Rahastens Junct. Stat. {Inn : H. 
Trouel), in a rich plain, watered by 
le Canal cTAlaric. 

Our line from Agen joins here that 
from Mont de Marsan (Rte. 80) to 

6 m. Tarbes Stat., in Rte. 8S. 

14 m. Btigneres de Bigorre (Rte. 88). 
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KOUTE 80. 

BORDEAUX TO TARBJS8 AND BAONERES 
]>E BIOOaRE, B7 SIONT DS UARflAN 
AKD AIR£. 

Kil. Miles. 

Boriieaux to Morcenx . . 109 68 

Mont de Marsan ... 148 91 

^ire 180 112 \ 

Maobourguet .... 23© 13ft 

Vic de Bigorre .... 229 142 

larbes 246 153 

»re8 26S 166 



I 



2 trains daily, in 6 J lirs., to Tai-bes; 

thence I hr. to Bagnferes de Bigorre. 
liailway from Bordeaux to 
68 m, iforcenx Junct. Stat. (See Rte. 

76. ) Thence rly . to Bagn^res de Bigorre. 

6 m. Arengosse Stat. 

7 m. Ygo8 Stat. 

5m, St. Martin d'Oneij Stat. 
9 m. Mont de Marsan Stat. (Inn : H. 
des Ambassadeurs ; civil people. Or- 
tolans may be had in August. ) This is 
the chief town of the Dept. des Landes 
(8455 Inhab.), and enjoys some com- 
merce by its position at the junction 
of two streams, the Douze and Medou, 
taking the name of Medouze, becoming 
navigable from here to its junction 
with the Adour. 

3 m. Grenade Stat. From here the 
line ascends the valley of the Adour, 
and crosses the river at 
7 m. Cazeres Stat. 

ita, A ire Stat. {Inn i H". La Poete), 
a town of 4885 luhab. on the 1. bank 
of the Adour, here crossed by a stone 
bridge. The Ch. of Mas d'Aire (St, 
Qniiterie) is of brick, dating from the 
1 3th cent. ; its central apse may be 
older. In the curious crjrpt is a rudely 
carved early Christian sarcophagus. 
9 m. Jiiscie Stat. 

The British army had a brush with 
Marshal Clausel here in 1814, before 
the Battle of Toulouse. 

6 m. Castelnau {Rive Basse) Stat. 
6 m. Catissade Stat., on the Adour. 
14 m. Mauhourguet Stat. 

5 m. Vic de Bigorre Stat. 

The rly. from Auch to Tarbes (Rte. 
79) joins here. 

6 in. TarWs Stat. (Rte. 88). 
.5 m. Bemac Debat Stat. 

.3 m. Montgaillard Stat. 
5 m. Bagneres de BjqoRRE Sta- 
tion (Rte, 88), 



ROUTE 82. 

PAU TO CANFRANC IN SPAIN, BY 
OLORON AND THE VAL d'aSPE. 

113kilom. = 70 Eng. m. 

Dilir/ences daily to Oloron in 3 hrs. 
A well-kept carriage-road extends to 
the Col Somport, 5 kilos, beyond Urdos, 
farther on a bridle-path. 

The road as iar as Gan is the same 
as Rte. 83; beyond that place it crosses 
the hills to 

10 m. Maison la Coste Belair. 

10 m. Oloron. (Inns: H. des Voya- 
geurs, chez Loustalot, best; H. Con- 
desse ; Poste.) This is a large and 
prosperous manufacturing town of 
9086 Inhab., on the Gave d'Oloron, 
a river formed by the junction at 
this spot of the Gaves d'Ossau and 
d'Aspe. The oldest part of the to^vn 
occupies the summit of the hill, and 
includes the Ch, ofSte. Croix, 11th cent. 
A lofty stone bridge thrown across the 
stream unites Oloron with the suburb 
of St. Marie, containing 3900 Inhab. Its 
Ch. of St, Marie shows the transition 
from Romanesque to Gothic : it has a 
fine Romanesque portal, 12th cent. 

The objects manufactured here are 
cloth, the chequered handkerchiefs so 
much in vogue as a head-dress among the 
peasantry of Aragon and Gascony, and 
also the berrets worn by the B^amais. 
There is some trnde in Spanish wool. 

Diligences go in summer to Eaus- 
Chaudes and Eaux-Bonnes, 23 m. (Rte. 
83) ; to Urdos 25 m., and omnibus 
daily, 1 hr., to village of (6 m.) St, 
Christan, {Inns : H. Grand Turk ; H. 
Grand Mogol ; H. de la Poste.) Cold, 
sulphureous, and saline springs. Beau- 
tiful carriage-road to 12 m. Zo'tvie 
(Route 83). 

The Val d'Aspe, at the mouth of 
which Oloron stands, contains scenery 
of great beauty and boldness, though 
the mountains are not so high as in 
some other valleys in the Pyrenees. 
A gradual ascent along a good road 
leads up it, follo^ving the course of 
the stream. At Aswtp the traveller is 
already in the heart of the raountnina. 
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The Grave is crossed 8 m. at Pont 
d'Escot, near which a doubtful Latin 
inscription, cut in the rock by the way- 
side, commemorates the first making 
of this road by the Eomans, under 
one Vernus Valerius, a Duumvir; road 
on 1. to Eaux Chaudes, finest scenery 
of the valley of Asasp. 

2 m. Sarrance, {Inn : H. de France.) 
Here are ruins of a convent to which 
Louis XI. made a pilgrimage 

8 m. Bedous (Inn: H. Poste ; fair), last 
post-town in France, 1 200 Inhab. Here 
the vale swells out into a basin shape. 
In the neighbouring village of Osse 
there is an isolated Protestant com- 
munity of 30 families, who have pre- 
served their faith for ages in the midst 
of Roman Catholics. 

An Obelisk of marble has been reared 
near the village of Accous (Aspa Luca) 
to the memory of Despourrins, the poet 
of the Pyrenees — their Bums, who was 
born here. 

Grand defiles succeed to this basin; 
and in the midst the Pont d'Esquit, 
a bold arch, forms a fine object. 
Above Accous the road has been blasted 
out of the rock, and the scenery is very 
fine. 4 m. above Accous the Vale of 
Lescuu (/rtrt ; H. Cazou) opens (rt.) to 
S. W, It is well worth while to ascend 
the path up ,it, as far as the Waterfall 
of Lescun, The peasant who lives 
near it will guide the stranger to the 
best point of view, which he could not 
discover for himself readily. 

After passing the villages of Eygun 
and Etsaut we reach a grand rocky 
defile, and perceive the fort of Urdos 
or Portalet, made to bar the passage 
up and down the valley. Near this 
Napoleon caused a road to be formed 
at vast expense, for the conveyance of 
timber for shipbuilding from the neigh- 
bouring forests. 

The remarkable Fort of Urdos is 
hewn in the rock, within the shoulder of 
a hill, rising in a succession of stages 
to a height of 500 ft. The appearance 
of this mountain, from without, gives 
little indication of the long galleries, 
stairs, and batteries excavated in its in- 
terior. A small masonry facade, battle- 



mented and flanked with baHezan tur- 
rets at the base of the hill, and some loop- 
holes and embrasures for cannon pierced 
in the face of the oliff, explain, to those 
who are prepared for it, thd nature of 
this outpost of France, which is the 
work of 10 years of excavating, and is 
capable of holding a garrison of 3000 
men. Access is gained to it through a 
lateral gorge, after clearing which the 
road is carried in zigzags to the edge 
of a precipice, connected by a draw- 
bridge spanning the abyss, with the 
rock on which the fort stands. 

11m. Urdos {Inn : H. des Voyageurs; 
fair). A poor village of 300 Inhab. 
(Forum Ligneum). A path over the 
Col d'Aule leads to (6 hra,) Gabas 
(Rte. 83). 

^Excursion to the Lac d'Estains 
(abundant coarse trout in Aug.), on a 
plateau about 6000 ft. above the sea, 
overhung by a grand mountain called 
Pic d'Aspe.] 

In the valley to the rt. is Xa Fonfierie, 
a copper-smelting furnace, supplied 
with ore from the neighbouring rocks. 
7 m. Paillette (small Inn), the last 
place in France, is near the sum- 
mit of fche pass . called the Col de 
Somport (Summus Portus), on the Bo- 
man road from Beneharnum to CJaea- 
area Augusta (Saragossa). Through 
this pass the armies of Abd-er-Kahman 
entered France. The view is very 
limited. Here is the frontier of Spain. 
The journey hence, as far as Jaca (32 
m. from Urdos), must be performed 
on mules. Very fine scenery on the 
descent running along the river Ara- 
gon tp • , 

7 m. Canfranc, a whitewashed village, 
wich a poor Inn, The highest summits 
in this part of the chain belong to 
Spain : 1. the fine mass called Pena 
Colorada : it is 6 hours' walk to the 
town of Jaca {Inn : Posada del Esqui- 
dador.) 
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ROUTE 83. 

PAU TO EAUX -BONNES AND EAUX- 
CHAUDES — PIC DU MIDI d'oSSAU. 

43 kilom. = 27 Eng. m. to the Eaux- 
Boimes by the new road. Several dili- 
f fences go daily from June to middle of 
Sept. in 5 hra.^ returning in about 3^. 

A voiture may be hired at Pau for 

the journey at the rate of 30 fr. a day : 

40 fr. at the outside to Eaux-Chaudes. 

.The road is very good, but up-hill most 

of the way. 

After crossing the bridge over the 
Gave de Pau, the village of Juran9on, 
distinguished by its groves of fine 
oaks, is passed on the rt. ; it is famed 
for its wine, perhaps the best in the 
Pyrenees. The vineyards producing it 
extend along the slopes from this to Gan. 
Near Pont d' Oly a shed in the field covers 
a Koman pavement, discovered 1850. 
The well-wooded, verdant, shady val- 
ley, up which the road runs, is watered 
by the N^ez, a clear stream rushing 
over the limestone rocks. At the vil- 
lage of Gan, on the I., also locally 
famouB for its wines, is seen em old oaa" 
tellcUed house, in which Pierre de Marca, 
the historian of B^arn and Archbishop 
of Paris, was born 1 594. Here the road 
to Oloron (Rte. 82) turns to the rt. 
Above M^o^noG {Inn: H. du P^rigord, 
good) rises its chateau on a hillock ; 
and a little beyond, on the 1., the 
copious source of the N^ez butsts out 
of the rock, and is conveyed hence 
underground to supply Pau. A long 
and toilsome ascent leads up to the 
village of S^oignac (14 m. from Pau, 
1 800 ft. above the sea), situated on the 
top of the ridge separating the 
Neez and other streams flowing 
into the Gave de Pau from the tri- 
butaries of the GJave d* Oloron, flow- 
ing out of the Val d'Ossau, which we 
now enter. It here expands into the 
form of a basin, round which the Gave 
takes a wide turn, passing by the vil- 
lage of Arudy. In descending the 
wooded slope from S^vignao, several 
glimpses are afforded of the Pic du 
Midi d'Ossau^ a grand object; but near 
the bottom of the hill, and as far a9 



the Pont de Louvie, his cleft crest and 
precipitous cone appear in full ma- 
jesty, filling up the vista at the ex- 
tremity of the Val d'Ossau. This is a 
magnificent view on a clear day, but 
in advancing up the valley it is soon 
lost. Rocks and precipices of lime- 
stone now line the road, which ia 
partly cut out of them. On their 
smooth surface, or in their narrow 
chinks, the box delights to fix itself. ■ 
They furnish the slabs of black and 
grey marble with which the door-posts 
and lintels of even the humblest cot* 
tage are here adorned. The Gave 
d'Ossau is crossed at the end of the 
village of 

17 m. Zotmie Jxuon, {Inn; H. des 
Pyr^n^es.) Here the road from Oloron 
(Rte. 82) to Les Eaux falls in ; also* a 
road which joins the railway between* 
Pau and Lourdes. 

The great transverse Val d'Ossau, 
or Valley of the Bear, which we are 
now about to ascend, and in which 
the Eaux are situated, is one of the 
most interesting among the Pyrenees, 
for its picturesque beauties, and for 
the people who inhabit it. They still 
retain much of their ancient customs 
and costumes. The women are distin- 
guished by the scarlet cajnUet, a sort of 
monk's hood, serving at once for bon- 
net and shawl, descending as far as 
the shoulders. Whether sitting or 
walking, and even when carrying bur- 
thens on the head, the spindle and 
distaff are never out of their hands. 
They are inferior in stature and fea- 
tures to the men, which may perhaps 
be owing to the hard and unfeminine 
labours which devolve upon them; it 
is common to see themi holding the 
plough, and carrying sacks of manure 
on their heads, or spreading it over the 
land. The men, however, are not idle; 
they are absent on the high mountain 
pastures tending their flocks and herds^ 
or following the hardy trade of wood- 
cutters and charcoal-burners a great 
part of the year. 

The men are chiefly distinguished 
by the wide cloth cap or berret, pro» 
perly and most commonly of brown 
colour, whioh, overhanging the brow 

p3 
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And asauming very picturesque folds, 

sits very becomingly on a head of hwr 

allowed to grow thick and of even 

length all round the neck, but cut 

short in front. They wear short 

jackets and knee-breeches, also brown, 

the colour of the undyed wool of the 

sheep, and round the waist a brilliant 

i«ed sash of silk or woollen is tied. To 

defend them from rain or cold they 

cftrry the white or brown capa, which 

resembles a sack, unseamed, on one 

side, pulled over the head. 

Izarda (chamois) are sometimes met 
with in the mountains around, the Pics 
d'Arcizet, de Gazie, and de Sesque, 
but their diminished numbers of late 
offer limited chances of sport. Bears, 
though not common, are sometimes 
killed, also wolves. 

^ocke of sheep form the chief wealth 
of this valley; but as they are led up 
to the mountains in April, and do not 
return till the end of summer, they are 
seldom seen, except by those who tra- 
verse the high mountains. They are 
guarded by a remarkable breed of dogs 
of large size, very courageous, but 
often savage (see Introd. § 14), who 
protect the flocks from wolves and 
bears, whilst other dogs drive the 
flock, as the shepherd's dog of Eng- 
land and Scotland. 

The rustic fdtes, dances, &c., still 
kept up in some parts of the Val 
d'Ossau, especially at Laruns (Aug. 15), 
are well worth seeing, as they collect 
some of the finest specimens of the 
men of the valley, and of its primitive 
costumes. They have a peculiar mu- 
sical instrument called tambourin, a 
lyre or zithem of G strings, struck 
with a stick by one hand, while the 
other holds the rustic mountain flageo* 
let 

Within a mile of Louvie the road 
passes on the opposite bank of the Gave, 
the ruins of Castel Jahux, or Geloz, 
occupying the top of one of two little 
hillocks; the other, also anciently in- 
closed within its ramparts, is now 
crowlied by a small chapel. This 
stronghold was the key of the Val 
d'Ossau, and residence of its viscounts 
in eaarly times, while the valley formed 
Or sejiarate state, independent of B^am. 



The Ch, of the village of Bielle, the 
finest in the valley, is in the pointed 
style. There are Roman mosaics (dis- 
covered 1842) here. 
A little before reaching the village of 
24 m. Laruns (Inn: H. des Toyir- 
istes) ; H. des Etrangers, fair ; one of 
the most considemble in the valley, 
a snow-white gash or scar, high op 
on the mountain-side to the 1., marks 
the situation of the white niaMe quarry 
of Louvie Soubiron. It has been em- 
ployed at Paris for the statues in the 
Place de la Concorde, and for the bas- 
reliefs on the front of the Madeleine. 

The situation of Laruns, encircled 
by high peaks and ridges, which rise 
on all sides above it, is very striking : 
among them the distant Pic de Ger 
raises its conspicuous head. The Chw^c/t 
appears originally to have had no win- 
dows larger than loopholes, though 
wider ones have been broken through 
in modem times : its font or b^ni- 
tier, of ^ white marble, is carved in 
the fashion of a basket, and within 
bears the inappropriate figures of mer- 
maids. 

On issuing out of Laruns one might 
suppose that he had arrived at the 
termination of the valley, so com- 
pletely is it blocked up by the mass 
of the Howat; but after crossing the 
furious and injurious winter torrent, 
the Larienz^, and reaching the moun- 
tain foot, two roads diverge ; that on 
the 1. to Eaux- Bonnes (2 m.), that on 
the rt. to Eaux-Chaudes (2f m.). 
During the season omnibuses run seve- 
ral times a day between Eaux-Bonnes 
and Eaux-Chaudes. 

The shoulder of the mountain, which, 
as it were, laps over, and conceals from 
the view of those below the upper part 
of the Val d'Ossau, has been cut down, 
and scooped out, by blasting. The roaii^ 
completed 1849, a very laborious work, 
is carried to Eaux-Chaudes directly 
through this gorge into the valley, and 
thus avoids the steep and awkward 
ascent and descent of the Hom-at 
After passing this gloomy portal, a 
sudden change of scene tkkes place. 
Before you opens out a lofty ravine of 
mountains, almost precipitous, rising 
from 1000 to 1500 ft. above your bead. 
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and apppOAching so dose to one another 
at their base as to leave only space for 
the torrent below, here called Qave de 
Gabas, which chaf^ and tumbles from 
rock to rock, boring the limestone, by 
its whirlpools, into caldrons and pits. 
The deep fissure, at the bottom of 
which it takes its courae, is well seen 
near the bridge, which transfers the 
road from its 1. to its rt. bank. 

The approach to the Eaux-Chaudes 
is grand; the height and steepness of 
the mountains, now robed from top to 
bottom in boK-bushes, now starting 
out in lofty precipices of bare lime- 
stone, scarred by the coiu'se of torrents, 
which at times descend in long falls 
like white ribbons, and the variety im- 
parted to the road by the projecting 
shoulders round which it winds, give 
interest to this part of the journey. 
At length the last projection is doubled, 
and a view opens of the secluded group 
of houses ealled 

3. m. lauz-Chandes. {Inns: H. 
Baudot •. H. de France ; both very 
good. Dinner at 5 ; table-d'hdte 3 fr. 
50 cents.; breakfast, with eggs, 1 fr. 
50 centa. ; tea 1 fr. ; beds 2 fr. There 
are 6 or 7 other lodging-houses). 

Eaux-Chaudes lies wedged in, as it 
were, in the midst of the long trough 
of the valley, between lofty precipices, 
2215ft. above the sea. The houses are 
built upon granite, which makes its 
appearance jutting up in a' round boss 
behind the village. Many of the rocks 
are glacier-marked. The hot springs 
burst forth out of the granite, close to 
the junction of the limestone. 

Notwithstanding the name, Eaux- 
Chaudes, the temperature of the waters 
is not so high as at many other Pvrenean 
springs, the hottest not exceeding 95° 
Fahr. ; and one of them is cold. The 
priocipal sources are Lou Rey (le Roi), 
named from Henri IV., a frequent 
visitor, 92", and L'Esquirette, 94°, 
the most frequented^ and most highly 
mineralised. The waters are sulphur- 
eous, and are supplied from 6 springs. 
3 of which, used for bathing, are con- 
veyed into the bath-houses; the others, 
used for drinking, partly burst out 



fix>m the rock into rude little basins, 
whither invalids resort to fill their 
glasses. The handsome Etahlissement 
des Bains, including pump-room, bil- 
liat'd-room, caf^, reading -room, and baths, 
chambers for the resident physician, 
and some sets of rooms for guests, 
has been constructed, at the expense 
of the Government and of the town 
of Laruns, on the platfoim of rock 
below the hotel. Into it the waters of 
3 of the springs are conducted. The 
Eaux-Chaudes baths are resorted to, 
both by the real invalid in search of 
health, and the passing traveller at- 
tracted by the beauties of the situation, 
who will find these good headquarters 
for excursions. The season is from 
1st July to Ist Sept. 

Excttrstons. — Horses, 5 fr. a day; if 
to cross the Pyrenees 7 fr. Guides the 
same. Back fare is chai-ged. 

a. To village of Gotist, 4000 ft. above 
the sea. One of the first sights which 
travellers are invited to see at Eaux- 
Chaudes is the (3 m. S.) Orotic, situated 
in the rock on the 1. side of the valley, 
2 hours' walk above the baths, rather 
steep. It is well worth the trouble, and 
the lighting up of the subterranean 
cascade a very striking sight. 

b. To Gabas and **Ai^tiguesi 8 m. 
Carriages to Gabas 10 or 12 fr. The 
valley of Ossau is a frequented pas- 
sage between France and Spain, along 
which 15,000 mules pass annually. Its 
scenery, above Eaux-Chaudes, is far 
grander and more varied in its moun- 
tain outlines and vegetation than be- 
low; and the whole range of the Pyre- 
nees presents few more interesting 
rides than that to Gabas (6 m.). The 
fine near view obtained, in proceeding 
thithei*, of the Pic du Midi d' Ossau, 
out of sight at Eaux-Chaudes, will 
alone well repay the fatigue. About 
J m. beyond Eaux-Chaudes the Gave 
is crossed by a bridge of wood, called 
Pont d'Enfer, above which, on the rt., 
a small cascade, named from the neigh- 
bom*ing but elevated hamlet of Goust, 
descends the mountain. In this por- 
tion of the valley the limestone hna 
entirely given place to granite, which 
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forms the substance of the mountains, 
and the vegetation which covers them 
is of unrivalled beauty and variety. 
It is at this point that we pass into the 
zone of fir-trees, whose dark files, co- 
vering the mountain tops, descend half- 
way, mixing like mourners in the crowd 
of trees of lighter foliage — birch, beech, 
hazel, alder, and oaks, which rise from 
amidst an undergrowth of box, mixed 
with a wonderful profusion of wild 
flowers. At times the road mounts to 
a great height above the torrent; and 
there is a fearful pleasure in looking 
down, over the tree-tops, upon its 
waters, writhing, struggling, and ser- 
pentining in the dark depths below. 

Gabasia a poor hamlet (3657 ft.) the 
last in France, having 2 small Inns, 
which will furnish a tolerable dinner, 
and where good Malaga wine may be 
had. At the extremity of the hamlet 
is the French custom-house station. 

A steep mule -path turning to the 
rt., and following the S.W. branch 
of the valley, keeping the Pic du Midi 
on the 1. hand, leads to the J^lateau 
of Bious Artigues (4550 ft.), the first of 
the 3 plateaux of Bious, which com- 
mands a most magnificent view of the 
Pic du Midi. It is only 14 hr. from 
Gabas. From this point the traveller 
may proceed to Urdos (Rte. 82) in the 
Val a'Aspe, either by the Col des Moines 
(from which the views are the finest, 
but 3 hrs. longer) or by the Col d'Aule 
(4 J hrs.), to reach which turn sharp to 
the right from the plateau de Bious 
Artigues, cross the stream, and com- 
mence the ascent through a wood, 
on emerging from which follow the 
course of a little stream, which leads 
nearly to the top. I)ef?cend to some 
huts, cross the stream, follow its course 
for some way above its 1. bank, then 
mount again to the 1. and come out 
upon the Val d' Aspe immediately above 
Urdos. Fine views of the Pio du Midi 
during the ascent. 11 m. byroad to 
B^dotjis (Rte. 82), from whence a pass 
over the Col d'Ubareat to Laruns (Rte. 
83). 

From Gabas also the ascent of tlie 
Pic du Midi (9793 ft.) is made, follow- 
ing the rt.-hand branch of the valley 
above Gabas. It will take 11 hrs. to 



go and return, over rocks extremely 
steep. A bridle-road leads in 3 hrs.' 
walking to the base of the bare rocky 
crag. Hence to the top is 2 hrs.' 
constant climbing. The ascent of the 
difficult parts is now facilitated by 
iron clamps being fixed into the rock. 
The mountain view is singular. The 
most conspicuous object is the snowy 
Balaitous to the £. Pau i^ visible to 
the naked eye. The S. side of the 
granite peak is a sheer precipice. It 
will be well to sleep at Gabas, where 
horses can be obtamed and a good 
guide (Camy). 

c. Should the traveller be disposed to 
take a peep into Spain, he may go from 
Les iJaux-Chaudes and Gabas, following 
the Gave de Brousset, and crossing the 
Col d'Ancou to Fanticosa, an Arragonese 
watering-place. (Rte. 83a.) 

d. £aux -Bonnes may be reached in 
4 hrs. by the Col de Gowzi, a steep 
mountain path practicable for horses, 
commanding fine views. Keep well to 
the 1., and beware of taking the paths 
striking off to rt. 

e. The Lac d*Artouste (6 or 7 hrs,* 
walk), one of the laigest and most 
picturesque lakes in the Pyrenees, 
may be reached by following up the 
valley of Sousoueou, which opens J. 
halfway between E. Qhaudes and 
Gabas. There are trout in the stream 
and in the lake. A night's shelter 
might be had in the shepherds' huta, 
J hx. below the lake. 

/. At the Lao d'Aule (4 or 5 hrs.* 
walk up a goi'ge to rt. of Bious Arti- 
gues) good fishing may be had, and 
cock-of-the-woods and izzard are same- 
times seen. 



A fine road, opened 1861, leads di- 
rect from the bridge of Lai'uns to Kaux- 
Bonnes by a continuous gradual ascent, 
carried up in a terrace along the moun- 
tain side. On the 1., low down, lies 
the castle of E^alunge ; and higher 
up, on the shoulder of a moun- 
tain, the village d'Aas looks down 
upon our road. The stream flowing 
at the bottom of the valley is a tvX- 
butary of the Gave d'Ossau, called the 
Valentin. At the very entrance of 
Eaux-Bonnes a uarrow, rocky gully. 
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with a torrent at Its bottom, is crossed 
by a bridge. This stream is the 
contribution sent forth by the con- 
fined nook in which Eaux-Bonnes 
stands, partitioned off, as it were, 
from the vale of the Valentin by a 
ridge of rock of no gi*eat height, and 
concealed from view imtil you are 
about to enter it. Beyond the bridge 
above alluded to is the fashionable 
and much-frequented watering-place 

5 m. Les-Eanz-Bonnes, consisting of 
a street of 20 or 30 hotels and lodging- 
houses, of large dimenaious and many 
storeys, which would not disgrace a 
German waterang-place. On one side 
of the street is an open space, laid 
out as a shrubbery, and planted 
with trees, called the Jardin Anglais. 
The village, 2454 feet above the sea, 
is cradled in the lap of the mountains, 
niched in a complete cul-de-sac, with 
precipices rising all around close to 
the houses, so that the rock has been 
blasted in order to make room for some 
of them. Above these cli^s, to the 
S.E., towers the majestic Pic de, Ger, 
the grand feature in all the views of 
this neighbourhood; while neai'ly to 
the £. rises the serrated ridge of the 
Col de Tortes. 

Inns: H. de France, chez Taveme 
Aln6 (good, and civil landlord); H. 
des Princes, good rooms, cuisine might 
be improved ; H. Richelieu, good and 
clean; H. LaPoste ; H.Salenave» second- 
rate, but cheap : civil people. The prin- 
cipal Lodging'hou9es are TEurope; les 
4 KatiouB ; les [Strangers; les Maisons 
Pomme, Bonnecaze, and Tourne, The 
charges vary according to the season. 
Meals are supplied, even in the hotels, 
by traiteurs, at the rate of 6 or 7 frs. 
a head usually. Breakfast and dinner 
at table-d'hote, 5 frs, to 8 frs. A 
bachelor may pay his way at the rate 
of 10 fr. a day for board and lodging. 
Reading-rooms at H. de France and 
H. des Gmpereurs. The season com- 
mences in Jime and lasts till October, 
being at its height in July and August. 
Gui(ks are under no rule, and are at 
times exorbitant in thei^* demands. 
Orteig-Lai^usse and Jean Pierre are 
recommended by the Soci^te Bamond. 
Jacques Orteig, an izard hunter, is a 



capital guide for pedestrians or sports- 
men. Horses, 5. to 6 fr, the day. Car" 
riages, lOi^ fr. half a day; 20 fr. whole 
day. 

There are 7 springs here of warm 
sulphureous water, stronger than 
those of Eaux-Chaudes, but of lower 
temperature, the hottest not exceed- 
ing 91° Fahr. The principal rise 
at the foot of the craig called Butte 
du Trdsor, and are conveyed by pipes 
into the Bath-house at the extremity of 
the village. The water of one source 
is subjected to artificial heating to ren- 
der it fit for baths. The cold spring 
alone is used for drinking. Caution is 
necessary in using these waters: bad 
consequences have arisen from a 
stranger taking even a glassful to taste. 
It is usual to begin with a table-spoon* 
ful and a half. Dr. Pietra Santa, the 
resident Govt. Inspector and Physician 
to the Emperor, has a high reputation 
for his treatment of pulmonary and 
spinal complaints. He has written on 
these waters, and speaks English. The 
waters are considered beneficial in affec- 
tions of the lungs, and very efficacious 
in the early stages of consumption. 
Their reputation has been of long stand- 
ing; the B^amese soldiers of Henri 
d'Albret, wounded in the battle of 
Pavia, repaired hither for the cure of 
their injuries^ and first gave the water 
the name of Eau d'Arquebusade. 

There is a Prot. ch. {Temple) here. 

The walks around Eaux-Bonnes can-' 
not be too much praised : one has 
been made by M. Eynard of Geneva. 
The beautiful Promenade de I'fm- 
peratrice leads to the waterfalls. The 
Promenade Horizontale (so called to dis- 
tinguish it from the others, chiefly 
steep ascents) is admirably laid out ^ 
on a level, and therefore suited for 
invalids. It is well shaded by trees 
from the summer heat. It forms one 
of the approaches to the Col de Gourzi 
(6133 ft.), by which Eaux-Chaudes 
may be reached i£L a walk of 4 or 5 
hrs., and commands noble views over 
the Valleys d'Aas and d'Ossau. 

The well-wooded cliffs around have 
been rendered accessible for invalids by 
zigzag paths and terraces. The summer 
house on the top of the Butte du Tr^sor 



326 



Boute 83a. — Ecmx^Chaudes to Cauterets. Soct. IV. 



commands a view of Laruns and the 
Val d'Ossau. The Montague Vcrte takes 
1 J hr. to ascend by the zigzags — a plea- 
sant walk. Other paths lead down to 
the pretty but trifling waterfalls of the 
Valentin. The finest fall is that named 
Du Gros ffetre, from a beech-tree, now 
cut down, about 3 m. distant. Another 
very delightful walk of 1^ hr., at first 
under the shade of the beech-trees, leads 
to the Promenade Jacqueminot. 

At Bages B^ost, near Eaux-Bonnes, 
Hves Qaston Sacaze, a self-taught 
naturalist, musician, and poet. His 
museum is woi'th a visit. 

Persons residing at Eaux-Bonnes 
should not omit to explore the Val de 
Gabas above Eaux-Chaudes, rendered 
picturesque in the highest degree by its 
luxuriant forests and the noble Pic du 
Midi, the grandest mountain in this 
part of the Pyrenees. 

It is a drive of an hour to Eaux- 
Chaudes by the road, or a walk of "2. 
( Omnibus several times a day, carriage 
to and fro 20 fr.) 

The ascent of the Pic de'Ger (8573 ft.) 
is steep, but much easier than that of 
the Pic du Midi, and the view is grander, 
comprising nearly the entire western 
Pyrenean chain, and including Pau, 
Tarbes, and other towns in the plain. 
The tniveller can ride to within 30 min. 
of top, either from Eaux-Bonnes or 
Baux-Ohaudes. 

A magnificent carriage-road has been 
opened over the mountains from Eaux- 
fionnes to Argelez. (See Rte. 84.) 



ROUTE 83a. 

EAOX-CHAUDES TO CAUTERETS, BY 
PANTICOSA. 



Eaux-Chaudes. 

Gabas 

Broussette . , , 
Cold'Aneou. .' , 
Salient . . . . 
Panticosa. . . . 
Baths of Panticosa 



hr. min. 



1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 



30 


20 


50 

40 



11 20 

From Eaux-Chaudes to the Baths of 
Pantioosa takes the muleteers from 12 



to 14 hrs. It will take a good walker 
10 hrs. at least, excluding stoppages. 

The road is quite easy, and not diffi- 
cult to find, but a guide or servant is 
always convenient in Spain. Carriage- 
road from Eaux-Chaudes to Gabiia 
(see Rte. 83). 

From Qabas a narrow road and then 
mule-path along the Gave de Brous- 
sette to Casa de Broussette, a ruined 
hospice. A little farther a goi-ge 
moimting to the Col de Peyrelue is 
passed on rt. (a shorter but harder 
route). The Gave de Broussette is 
still followed, and 

The Col (TAnemi (5889 ft.) is reached, 
the frontier between France and Spain. 
A little beyond the Col is a large bed 
of anthi^acite coal, and the pastui*es 
around ai-e very rich in plants. Below 
the Col the stream called the Gallego 
is followed S.E. down the valley of 
Roumigas to the first village in Aragon, 
Salient [Tuns: Enrique Berquas, fair 
posada, but dear ; Gonzales, good 
chocolate). The valley of the Gallego 
soon opens out into the larger one of 
the Thena, in a contraction of which 
lies the wretched village of Panticosn 
(no inn). From here the road turaa 
aside to the left. The ascent is st^ej), 
though a good mule-track' has been 
made up the fine rooky gorge of Kl 
Escalar, to 

The Baths of Pmiticosa. They arft 
about 5400 ft. above the sea, and are 
situated in a wild treeless basin, sur- 
rounded by naked rocks and tremen- 
dous precipices, and nearly occupied by 
a small lake. The Bath establishment 
consists of a fine Hotels with casino, 
baths, and 8 or 9 lodging-houses, all 
belonging to one proprietor, capable 
of lodging more than 600 gfuests. 
Their appearance, in this solitude, with 
many Spaniards, peasants and othera, 
stalking majestically about, is very 
striking. Up to the end of August 
the baths are frequented by the upper 
classes of Spaniards, and the hotels 
ai'e often too full. The charges are 
high, but the accommodation fair^ and 
French is spoken. 

The Spaniards have given to the sul- 
phureous spi'ings very plain and signifi- 
cant names — as del Estomago (of the 
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Stomach)^ del H4fjado (of the Liver), 
del Furgante (of the Purgative), la Ja- 
queoi (of the Cholic). These supply 
tho baths, the water of la Laguna aloue 
is used for drinking. 

JXlig^Hce daily in summer to Jaca ; 
good carriage-road thither. 

[From Panticosa village, the Ben- 
deiie|B or Tentenera Pass leads £. to 
the Hospice of Boucharo or Bujaruelo, 
where is very poor accommodation : 
ascent steep and almost trackless : 
scenery wild rather than grand. Hence 
there are paths over the Port de 
Ga^rnie N., and to Torla and Broto, 
in whose vicinity the Bouquetin it is 
said may be found. It is more than 
a day's journey to reach either place.] 

Baths of Panticosa. hr. min. 

Port or Col de Marcadau . 4 

Pont d'Kspagne .... 4 

♦Cauterets 1 45 

9 45 

From the Baths of Panticosa to 
Cauterets is about 10 hrs.' rough ride 
or walk, stoppages included. Though 
mules do cross, it is not safe to ride 
for the first 4 hrs. over the smooth 
griiuite rocks. There is no regular 
track up to the Col ; and as it cannot 
be seen from' the baths, it would 
scarcely be possible to find it without 
a guide. There is not a more desolate 
or rugged pass in the Pyrenees. The 
ascett begins immediately behind 
the hotel, and thence to the top is 
an almost continuous scramble over 
rocks steep as a staircase. About two- 
thirds of the way up a little lake 
is passed, and in the hollow near 



descent, comparatively level ground is 
reached, and the Vol de Janet or Mar- 
cadaou is followed ; and in half an hour 
more some saw* mills, the only habi- 
tation between the Baths of Panticosa 
and Pont d'Espagne. A steep descent 
and another level brings us to Pont 
dEspagne^ the road from which to 
Cauterets is described iu Rte. 85a. 



tha Col snow is crossed. Many of 
the rocks are glacier-marked. The 
Col or Port de Marcadaou is a small 
depression in the range, the threshold 
of which is sharp as the ridge of a 
bouse, so that you literally step across 
it into France. The Col is 8800 ft. 
above the sea: the view from it is 
wonderfully wild and desolate, but is 
not very extensive. The descent is 
very steep, but not so rugged as the 
ascent. About half an hour from the 
top is a delicious spring, at which it is 
usual to rest. After about an hour s 



ROUTE 84. 

EAUX-BONNES TO ARGELEZ, CAUTERETS, 
OR LUZ. — ROUTE THERMALE. 

42 kilom. = 27 m. to Argelez=6^ hrs. 
The road is excellent, and the pass is 
one of gi'eat grandeur. Diligence daily 
in summer, in .5 or 6 hrs. to Argelez; 
carriage, three horses. 35 to 40 frs. 
This finely engineered carriage-road, 
Boicie Thennale, was completed iu 1 866, 
to connect these watering-plaoes, and 
saves the long detour by Pau or 
Tarbes. It crosses the ridge to the N. 
of Col de Tortes. The road begins in a 
deep cutting, skirts round the Butte 
du Tresor, and passing in succession 
the 3 cascades formed by the Valentin, 
and rising to the Bridge d'Iscoo, leaves 
on rt. the cascade du Gros Htec: 
ascending by a series of zigzags to . 

8 m. Col d'Auhisffve (5610 ft.). 

4 m. through a short tunnel, by a shelf 
cut out of the face of the pi^ecipice, the 
road enters the Dept. of the Hadtes 
Pyrenees, then rises again to surmount 
the Col de Cow el (4760 ft.). Bending 
S. it is carried for more than a mile 
along the precipitous face of the Pic de 
Gabizos. It is cut into the side of the 
mountain ; a mere shelf, from which 
one looks down into the valley below. 
It is a wonderful work, rivalling many 
Alpine roads, and most creditable to 
the reign of Napoleon III. A very 
long descent leads to 

The Chapel of Poey le ffoun (hill of 
the fountain), about 10 minutes' walk 
from Arrens. Fine views S. of tho 
mountains at the head of the Val 
d'Azun, and especially of the snows 
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of the Pic de Balaitous (10,318 ft.) ot 
Murmuret. The asoent of this moun- 
tain is diffiouH and seldom attempted. 
The route lies for 4 hrs. up the valine 
d'Azun, to the cabanes of Labassa, 
where sleep ; and then a stiff climb 
S. W. and up the E. side of the Pic ; or 
the western route from EaujS'Chaudes 
may be taken, sleeping at the lake of 
Artouste, then S. to the Cold'ArremoulU, 
and E. 2 hrs. to the summit. 

6 m. Arrens {Inn: H. de France, 
primitive, kept by an intelligent ex- 
Douanier), is a village of 1298 Inhab., 
2912 ft. above the sea, and the chief 
place in the Val d'Azun. The ch. is 
surrounded by a battlemented wall, and 
its doorway is curious. 

Hence there is a good road by Mar- 
sous and Aucun, leaving Bun on rt., 
to Aroizans-Dessus. 

8 m. Argelez. (See Bte. 85.) 

It would be making a toU of a 
pleasure to attempt to reach Cauterets 
in 1 day from Eaux-Bonnes, at least 
on foot; especially as the road from 
Argelez to Cautereta is so magnificent, 
pleasing, and varied, that it alone de- 
serves a day. 

[Those who choose tJ^e eld bricUe-path 
(6 or 7 m. shorter than the carriage* 
road) will require 6 hrs. to Arrenfl over 
Col de Tortes and Col de Saucede, and 
3 thence to Argelez. Send round the 
baggage, and take provisions for the 
da^. There is not a single auberge as 
far as Arrens. Beware of the shep- 
herds' dogs, which . are very savage 
hereabouts. On leaving Eaux-Bonnes, 
by the old moimtaitn-road near the 
source, you traverse part of the moun-* 
tain called Le Tr^sor. Keep the 
upper path, and> leaving the first bridge 
and cascade on your 1., you come to 
a second bridge; pass it, keeping 
the torrent on your rt. The road 
is aa yet well marked by horses, 
&c., and sufficiently steep. In 2 hrs. 
thence, on horseback, you can make the 
Col de Tortes (5901 ft.); although the 
path is not always very distinct. 
The descent on both sides is exceed- 
ingly steep, and would induce most 
persons to descend from their horses. 
Leaving the valley of Louzon on your 1., 
keep under the Pic de Qabisos till you 



come to BomQ chfilets. The secooijl Col 
{Col de Saucede) is then right before 
you--«a steep beathy mount. The 
descent from Col de Tortes and ascent 
of this^ol takes If hr. Instead 
of descsoding at once from this Col 
to Arrens, it is best to keep for ^ 
an hour along the 1. or N. side of the 
valley of Arvase, and not begin to bear 
downwards until the ridge .rises ; 
descending then to the village of ihltar- 
sous. Thi^ path being on a torrace 
commands for about an hour noble 
views of the valleys of Atsuzv* and 
Argelez.] 



ROUTE 85. 



THE PTEENEES, 

A. PAU, EAUX - BONNES, OR J^&UX- 
CHAUDE8 TO CAUTERETS. 

B. CAUTERETS TO LUZ. 

C. LUZ TO OAYARNIE — BRECBE .BE 
. ROLANP. 

J>. LUZ TO BAONEBES DE BIGORRE OB 
JLUCHON. 

A daily communication by diligences 
is kept up in summer between all 
the principal watering-places of tl^ 
Pyrenees. 

Distances from Pan — to Cautereta, 
68 kilom. = 42 Eng. m. ; to Luz and 
St. Sauveur, 71 kilom. = 43| Eng, m. ; 
to Bareges, 76 kilom. = 46} Eng.*'m. ; 
to B. de Bigorre. The time for 
these excursions can now be much 
shortened, by proceeding from Lourdea, 
Tarbes, or Montrejeau, on the rly., 
open from Pau to Toulouse. 

This route includes some of the most 
interesting objects and places in the 
Pyrenees; and the drive from Lourdes 
to Luz and Cauterets in particular is 
a continued succession or the most 
beautiful scenery. 

A. pan^ EauX'lSonnes, or Uaux'Chavde*' 

to Cauterets, 

Railway from Pau to Lourdes and 
Tarbes, and from there to Montrejeau 
and Toulouse, and from Tarbes to Auoh 
and Agon. 
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From Pau the rly. a^c^H^s the rt. 
baiik of the Gave de Pau, as far as 
Lourdes (24 m.), through a i)lain of 
considerable width, nearly covered with 
maize and flax, and passes between vines 
festooned to apple and, cherry trees. 
One village rapidly succeeds another, 
but there is something more inter- 
esting in the varying forms of the 
I mountains which he is gradually ap- 
proaching. 

CoaiTaz e Stat. The old tower, crown- 
■ ing a mound on the rt. bank, is part of 
the castle in which Henri IV. was con- 
fided from his early yeai^s to the care 
of Susanne de Bourbon, Baronne de Mis- 
sans, and by the wisdom of his mother 
brought up in the rough fashion of the 
peasants of his native country, dressed 
like them, fed like them, sharing, in 
their sports, and traversing the rugged 
rocks with bare feet; thus acquiring 
the vigour of body and strength of 
raiud which enabled him to surmount 
in after-life so many hardships, dan- 
gers, and difficulties. Beside the ruin 
a modern chdteau has been built. Fine 
view. On the 1. bank of the Gave is 
^a§ {Inn: H. de France) the largest 
village (Pop. 3409^ on the line, founded 
in the 12th cent, oy Augustine monks* 
Pine Ch, of 15th cent, and old house 
(Maison Carrie) of time of Francis I. 
The fez is largely manufactured here 
and exported to Turkey. The prot. 
theologian, Jacques Abbadie, was boi*n 
here in 16.54-, and died in Loudon. 
Moutaut-B^tharram Stat, is 1 m. from 
LesteUc. (Inns: H. de France ; H. 
I*oste : fair country inns.) The Gave, 
running in a contracted rocky bed, 
is here spanned by a bold arch most 
picturesquely draped with ivy. Out- 
side of this village, at a spot hemmed 
in between a fine wooded hill, spot^ted 
"With chapels or stations, and the river, 
stands J3{ftharram, a Senimaire for the 
education of missionaries, beautifully 
situated. ^ The bridge (built 1687) is 
a favourite subject for artists. The 
Ck. (^1615) is an ugly modern building, 
containing a statue of the Virgin re- 
ported to have miraculous powers, 
^\xich attracts a multitude of devotees 
from a distance in the month of May. 
About 3 m, off, b^^a pretty walk along 

1 



1. bank of Gave, is an extensive Cavern, 
Guide necessary. 

Traversing a naiTow defile which is 
hemmed in between barren bracken- 
covered hills, we pass into the D^pt. 
des Hautes Pyr^ndes, and from the an- 
cient Bdarn into Bigorre, shortly before 
entering the manufacturing town of 

St. P^Stat.(2541 Inhab.), on the Gave, 
It is chiefly inhabited by nailers, who 
obtain iron from the forges of Asson, 
and by comb-makers, who supply the 
Spanish ladies with combs of box-wood 
for their hair. It has a Komanesque 
church, a fragment only, with apsidal 
terminations, and sculpture over the 
door. Much roofing slate is exported 
hence. , 

24 m. Lourdes Stat. (Inns : H. Lafitte ; 
H. des Pyrenees; H. de France; H. 
Poste ; H. Langltis— at the Stat.), 4620 
Inhab., consists of a picturesque but 
somewhat gloomy-looKing hill fort, 
seated on a rock, around which the town 
of narrow dirty streets and shabby 
houses group themselves. This Castle 
was once the key of the valley of Lave- 
dan, or of the Gave dePau, commanding 
the 4 roads v/hich unite here from 
Tarbes, Bagn^res, Argelez, and Pau. It 
is reached by flights of stairs, and 
entered by a small drawbridge, and a 
door 4 feet high and only wide enough 
for one person to squeeze through ; it 
is now used as a barrack. In 1804 Lord 
Elgin was incarcerated within it by 
Napoleon, who caused him to be seized 
in his journey through France from 
the East. Far different was its im- 
portance in ancient times; it was held 
for the English monarchs, and the 
Black Prince, as part of the country 
of Bigorre, which was ceded to the 
English by the French king John as 
part of his ransom, in conformity with 
the treaty of Brdtigny. Froissart gives 
a very long account of its varied for- 
tunes, which render this feudal fort- 
ress interesting. In 1369, not very 
long after the visit of the Black Prince, 
Lourdes was actually attacked by the 
French army commanded by the Due 
d'Aiyou, and at the end of 16 days 
the town was won; but the enemy 
made no impression on the citadel 
above, which bade d^fiancp for f!i.% 
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weeks longer to all efforts to take 
it. The governor remained true to 
his oath to the Prince of Wales to 
guard his stronghold, and resisted the 
oflFer of a large sum from the Due 
d'Anjou to deliver it up. Another 
attempt was made to induce this faith- 
ful chatelain to betray his trust, by 
€k«ton Phoebus, who invited him to 
his castle of Oithez. Before setting 
out, however, Pierre Arnaut confided 
his stronghold to his brother Jean, who 
took the same oaths of fidelity. Gas- 
ton, irritated at the stedfast honesty of 
Arnaut in refusing his proposal to yield 
up the castle, in a brutal fit of rage 
stabbed him in 5 places with his 
poignard, and thrust him into a dun- 
geon, where he perished. The atro- 
cious crime availed him not; for Jean, 
the brother of his victim, proved as 
trusty a governor and skilful a captain 

05 the murdered Pierre. 

Beyond the Gave, at a short dis- 
tance, is the Grotto de la Vierge, which 
has become a place of pilgrimage since 
1858, in consequence of the declara- 
tion of a girl Marie Bernarde Soubirons, 
that the Virgin had several times ap- 
peared to her. The girl subsequently 
became insane, and is or was taken care 
of by the Ursnline nuns of Nevers. In 

6 months of 1859, 150,000 persons 
visited the Grotto. The spring in the 
grotto is pronounced to have miraculous 
healing powers, though chemical ana- 
lysis has only shown that it is whole- 
some water, containing no deleterious 
ingredients. A large Church, seen from 
the rail, has been built (1867) over it, 
and a convent established. 

Bailwaij to Tarbes, 12 ni. (Rte. 88); 
and thence to BagneresdeBigor re, 14 m. 

Lourdes, now that it is reached by 
rlys. on every side, will be the best 
starting-point for the watering-places 
of Cauterets, St. Sauveur, Bareges, 
Eaux-Chaudes, Eaux-Bonnes, and for 
the numerous sites in the valleys of 
Azun, Gavamie, and conveyances for 
all these places will be found at the 
rly. station ; whilst Bagneres de Luchon, 
and the valleys of the Adour and Cam- 
pan will be more easily reached from 
Bagneres de Bigorre station. 

Mmlicay 13 m. to Pierrefitte, 



On leavteg Lourdes we are soon in 
the heart of the mountains, but the 
valley continues for some time stern, 
rocky, and bare; showing marks in \{% 
gashed sides and rock-strewn bottom 
of the fury of the toiTcnts; the road 
ascending the valley of Lavedau by 
Geu and Vidalos, 

This unpi'omising vestibule, however, 
leads into what has not unjustly been 
called the Paradise of Argeles, where 
the valley expands into a wide basin 
renowned for its picturesque beauty, 
fertility, and cultivation, and ranking 
among the finest fn the Pyrenees. This 
altered scene opens out to view after 
passing the widely conspicuous dis- 
mantled tower of Vidalos, which, rising 
in the midst of the valley upon a monti- 
cule, conceals the village behind it. 

Rich maize crops or verdant pastiu'es 
occupy the bottom, interspersed with 
orchards ; but the tilled land extends 
far up the slopes, and the grand moun- 
tains around are clothed with forests, 
the whole scattered over with houses 
and villages. In the midst of this lies 
the pretty town of 

9 m. Argelez Stat. (Tnn: H. de 
France, first-rate ; clean and reasonable). 
Pop. 1698, stands 1575 ft. above the 
sea-level, but, from its sheltered situa- 
tion, enjoys a climate where winter 
tarries so short a while that its pre- 
sence is scarcely perceived. In summer, 
however, it is intensely hot. Gotti-e 
and cretinism are very prevalent about 
Argelez. 

[The Val ctAzun, opening out on the 
W. opposite Argelez, and extending wp 
into the central chain between the Pic 
du Midi d'Azun and Pic de Gabisoa, 
includes some very fine scenery, and 
will be well worth exploring. A veiy 
remarkable carriage-road, la Roxdc Ther- 
male, runs up it to Eaux-Bonnes (Rte. 
84). 

A pleasant walk or ride, from Argelez 
to Ges, Serres, Salluz, and Ouzous, will 
unfold beautiful mountain scenery. 

rt. Beyond Argelez, the ch. and 
remains of the ancient Abbey of S. 
Situa, on the site of a Roman villa 
(Palatium -35milianum), endowed b/ 
Charlemagne, destroyed and rebiuit 
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945, long sequestrated; but now re- 
storad, high up on the hill, are passed. 
The view from the convent-garden is 
beautiful, and the Church (M. H.), a 
remarkable Romanesque building, has 
a nave of 11th cent., marble pillars 
and rude capitals (? 7th cent.), octa- 
gon spire of Uth. A little way off is 
the chapel of la Pietadf said to be of 
8th or 9th. On the opposite side of 
the valley of Argelez is the Chateau of 
Beaitcens, one of the finest ruins in the 
Pyrenees. It is carefully preserved 
by the Fould family, to whom it now 
belongs. Higher up, in the Jiavin 
dTsabii, is a picturesque fragment of 
the Hermitage de St. Orens, one of the 
few bits of pure Gothic in this part of 
the Pyrenees. From Argelez the road 
ascends along the united streams de- 
scending from Cauterets and Qavamie 
to 

4 m. Pierrefitte Stat. (Inn: H. La 
Poste, excellent and reasonable.) This 
village (1663 ft.), whose population 
seems to live by begging, much to the 
traveller's annoyance, is the centre from 
which the roads to Cauterets. to St. 
Sauveur, and Bareges diverge. The old 
Ch. of the village of Soulom, on the oppo- 
site bank of the Gave de Cauterets, has 
a curious covered gallery at its W. 
end, intended for defence. Pierrefitte 
is seated at the foot of a lofty and 
conspicuous mountain, which seems to 
block up the passage, and which, in 
fact, gives rise to 2 minor valleys. 
The road to Luz, Bareges, and St. 
Sauveur runs up that on the 1., and 
the way to Cauterets is on the li;. 
of the mountain. The highest point 
of the ridge dividing the valley of 
Cauterets from that of Luz is named 
the Pic du Midi de Viscos, 7030 
ft. above the sea-level. The whole 
way to Cauterets lies through a nar* 
row gorge, where the cheerful beauty 
of the lower valley gives place to 
savage grandeur. A good carriage - 
road; which took 4 years to complete, 
is carried through it, rising immedi- 
ately behind Pierrefitte, before it pene- 
trates into the defile, in well-contrived 
zigzags, either elevated on terraces of 
masonry or out out of the hard rock : 



it is a fine work of engineering. A 
portion of the old way remains, and 
serves as a short cut for the pedestrian, 
whence he may survey to advantage 
the mouth of the narrow gorge, in the 
depths of which the torrent struggles 
along. It is a rent burst through ver- 
tical strata of slate, yet, except where 
its sides are absolutely perpendicular, 
they are either carpeted with bright 
patches of green meadow or covered 
with trees and brushwood, among 
which the hazel thrives. At a short 
distance from the mouth of the gorge, 
the view, looking back upon the vale 
of Argeles, is peculiarly beautiful, from 
the contrast of rugged, gloomy wild- 
ness in the foreground, with the sunny 
richness beyond of groves, pastures, 
and corn-fields. Near the middle of 
the pass, which may recall to the 
Swiss traveller some features of the 
Via Mala, the road surmounts in a 
series of graceful curves a bed of 
limestone or marble, called Butte du 
Limafon, which stretches across the 
valley like a dam. Over this the Gave 
tumbles in a long rapid, which frets 
its waters into foam as white as snow. 
To this succeeds a slight opening in 
the valley, and a tall pointed mountain 
appears at its extremity, clad in firs : at 
its foot lies Cauterets; though inter- 
vening hills conceal it from view until 
the road reaches close upon it. 

7 m. Cauterets {Inns: H. de France, 
"one of the best in the Pyrenees ;" 
H. d.*Angleterre, also excellent ; H. des 
Ambassadeurs ; H. des Princes, clean, 
well-regulated, with moderate charges ; 
H. Richelieu ; H. du Lion d'Or ; H. du 
Pare.) 

There are tables-d'hdte twice a day 
at the principal inns, and families may 
be supplied with meals in their rooms 
by a traiteur. Cauterets, though in a 
spot so remote and elevated (3254 ft. 
above the sea), with savage moun- 
tains encircling it, and overhanging 
its roofs with their peaks and pine 
forests, has a perfectly townish air, 
with an octroi at its entrance, paved 
streets of inns and lodging-houses, 
and in the centre an irregular market- 
place. It is one of the chief water- 
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ing-places of the Pyrenees, containing 
250 houses, 1300 permanent Inhab., — 
abounding in agents, guides, horse-job- 
bers, and itinerant marchands, who beset 
the traveller the moment he sets foot 
within it. The number of houses is 
a\)out 200 ; most of them have the 
door-posts, window-sills, and thresh- 
olds of grey marble, and over every 
other door is emblazoned ''Chevaux 
ou voitures k louer." Invalids repair- 
ing to Cauterets to take the waters 
must addi'ess themselves to the govern- 
ment medical inspector, who will in- 
scribe their names in a book, and allot 
to them an hour for taking the bath, 
to remain fixed during the whole of 
their stay, with a chaise a porteur to 
convey them if required. Cauterets 
is a watering-place of ancient resort; 
the Kings of Navarre, Queen JVIar- 
guerite, sister of Franyois I., repaired 
hither with her court and poets, and 
here she wrote her 'Heptameron,* after 
the manner of Boccaccio. 

Omnibuses four-iu-hand convey the 
bathers and drinkers to the Kaillere, 
about a mile off. 

The chief building is the modern 
pump-room or Etahlissement des Bains 
near the foot of the hill, to receive 
the waters of the source called les 
Espagnols, one of -.the most powerful 
and hottest in the Pyrenees. It is 
so named from its having at an eai-ly 
period, according to tradition, cured 
the ailments of a king of Aittgon, or 
from being much frequented by Spa- 
niards, who cross the mountains in 
great numbers to repair hither. The 
new building is supplied with water in 
pipes canied do)vn the slope of the hill 
of Perraute, from the source, situated 
at a considerable elevation, where the 
old bath-house stands. The bathing 
apparatus and accessories are con« 
structed on the most approved plan 
dictated by the experience of modem 
science. The older bath-houses in the 
same direction are little better than 
wretched sheds, approached by path^ 
so steep and stony as to require much 
exertion ou the part of the robust to 
surmount;. yet up them the invalid was 
formerly compelled either to toil on foot, 
or be carried in a chaise U porteur. 



The MUieral Springs liere are sul* 
phureous and hot, varying only in 
the quantity of the same ingredients 
and in warmth from 102*^ to 140^ 
Fahr. There are 1 L distinct sources, 
six of which rise on the hill of Per- 
raute, above the town to the £., and 
the remainder are situated higher up 
the valley^ on th6 banks of the 
Grave, from 1 to 1^ m. distant. They 
are said to present, in their strength, 
warmth, and qualities an epitome of 
almost all the sulphureous sources scat* 
tered over the Pyrenees; some of them 
being even more powerful than those 
of Bareges, othera as mild aa those of 
St. Sauveur. The principal springs on 
the banks of the Gk^ve, and the one 
most resorted to, is Za Raillere, whose 
waters ai^e received in a building of 
some pretensions, faced with a portico, 
on a raised terrace, at the foot of a 
granitic mountain, destitute of trees or 
verdure, but covered over with fallen 
blocks of stone, which descend its 
slopes in dreary ruin. From 6 to 8 in 
the moiTiing all the world of Cauterets 
repairs to this desolate spot, and dur< 
ing the height of tlie season bathers 
assemble here at a much earlier hour, 
even at 4 in the morning. The road 
is thronged with spur-faced invalids ; 
open sedan-chairs upon poles, covered 
with a canvas hood, of which 50 or GO 
are kept in the town, hurry to and fro, 
occupied by muffled females; peasant 
women in red capulets mingle with 
Paris dandies in white berrets and red 
B^arnese sashes (^ la mode des Bains): 
black ecclesiastics in broad-brimmed 
hats. Capuchin monks in the brown 
woollen costume of their order, and 
Spaniards of swarthy olive-coloured 
visage and stately gait, their heads 
swathed in mottled handkerchiefs, 
their persons muffled up in the embozo 
of their cloaks, which are often no 
better than . horsecloths, offering a 
singular combination of dignity and 
povei-ty, — such are the component 
parts of the motley and pictm*esque 
crowd which repairs daily to La Baill^re. 
There are 23 Cabinets des Bains, with 2 
douches and a fountain for drinking. 

Above the Raill^re is a group of 
other springs and t^ cluster of Uttla 
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bath-houses, built one above another 
J^mst the hillsides : the principal a!re 
the Bain du Pr^, beneath a stream of 
fallen rocks, grown over with lichens, 
Petit St. Sauveur, Mahourat, B. des 
(Eufs, and des Yeux. The Source de 
Montmorency is a sort of grotto, whose 
waters, too hot for the hand to bear, 
deposit a white, greasy slime; and the 
Bain du Bois, the highest in this di- 
rection, contains 4 cabinet baths, with 
a douche in each, aud beds for the in- 
valid who may desire to encourage the 
perspiration produced by the bath, 
and 2 piscines or large baths in common : 
the charge for one is 20 sous. 

July and August are the season when 
Cauterets is most resorted to : lodgings 
are perhaps dearer than anywhere else 
in the Pyrenees ; poorly furnished roonis 
sometimes costing as much as 5 or 
6 fr. each per diem. 

There is a subscription reading-room 
or club, called Le Cercle, here. 

Several formal avenues and alleys 
on the outskirts of the to^vn, by the 
side of the road to Pierrefitte, and the 
Pare on the margin of the Gave, satisfy 
the wants of French visitors as pro- 
menades, but will appear wearisome to 
English: indeed, except in the society 
of friends, or with the inducement of 
regaining health, to make one tarry, the 
attractions at Cauterets are few. 

The Grange de la Reine, an humble 
farm, so called from Queen Hortense, 
the mother of Napoleon III., having 
once been belated in crossing the 
moimtains, and having passed the night 
there, is a good point of view for 
the basin of Cauterets, about 600 ft. 
above it. The mountain called Pic 
de Monnd" commands a far more exten- 
sive and very striking view, but it is a 
serious mountain to climb ; requiring 
5J hrs. up and 4 down. 

The sportsman may be interested in 
knowing that the rivers abound in trout, 
and that the chase of the izard and the 
bear may be pursued on the neigh- 
bouring mountains between the Vig- 
nemale and the Pic du Midi d'Ossau, 
with some prospect of success at the 
latter end of spring. These wild animals 
are, however, becoming rare even in 



these their last retreats . Jean Destapins 
is a capital guide and chasseur. 

Chaises a porteur cost 15 fr. a day, 
and 3 fr. pourboire to the porteurs, who 
are very agile and sure-footed; ladies 
are often carried by them as far as the 
Lac de Gaube. Good horses may be 
hired, and are let out by the day with- 
out a guide at 4 or 5 frs. 

Nobody thinks of quitting Cauterets 
without making the excursion to the 
*Pont d^Espagne and **Lac de Qa,vhe, 
There is a bridle-road all the way, well 
marked, but steep at its farther ex- 
tremity, the excursion may be per- 
formed without a guide and on" foot, 
though those who wish to save time 
will mount on a horse. It will require 
about 2 hrs.* good walking to reach 
the Pont d'Espagne, and 1 hr. more 
thence to the Lac de Gaube : the return 
will be effected in less time. 

Passing the source de la Raill^re, 
and other springs and baths already 
mentioned, and winding along the Val 
de Jerez between the mountains of 
Perraute and Peyr^n^re, whose sides 
are strewn with fallen rocks, the path 
ascends by the margin of the Gave, 
through a wild narrow valley, the lower 
parts of the mountains bounding it 
wooded at first with trees and bushes, 
and afterwards with pine forests, while 
the upper parts rise in bare preci- 
pices, serrated peaks, and pointed pin- 
nacles of granite. 

The torrent leaps down from the 
upper to the lower slopes of the valley 
in several fine falls, the best of which 
is the cascade of Cerizet^ where travel- 
lers usually dismount and scramble 
down into a rude scene of rocks, wood, 
and water. Before this, the road winds 
through a wild spot called "Le Grand 
Chaos," consisting of immense blocks of 
limestone fallen from above. 

About 6 m. from Cauterets (2 hrs. 
walk) is the Pont d^Espagne (5150 feet 
above the sea), in itself a simple struc- 
ture of pine trunks thrown across the 
torrent, here confined in a narrow chasm 
between rocks, just below the junc- 
ture of the Gave descending from the 
Lac de Gaube with that from the 
Marcadaou ; refreshment may be had 
a few yards above the Pont. The 
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Btreams unite by leaping together into 
the chaam under the bridge, in pic- 
turesque FallSf but of no great magni- 
tude. They are best seen about 20 
or 30 yards on the path leading into 
Spun. These are but accessories to 
the sublime scene around, which, from 
the predominance of black fir forests, 
surrounded by granite cliffs shooting 
upwards in spires and pinnacles, some- 
what resembles a scene in Norway. 

[The valley above the Pont d'Es- 
pagne, called Val de Jeret, continues 
of great grandeur, and is traversed by 
a path on the 1. bank of the stream 
leading by the Marcadaou pass (8800 ft.) 
to the baths of Panticosa in Spain (8 to 
9 hrs'. walk). (See Rte. 83a.) It will 
be well worth while to ascend the Mar- 
cadaou Pass (3 to 3^ hours' walk from 
Pont d'Espagne), even if the tourist 
does not cross into Spain, as far as 
the frontier, as the view towards Spain 
is magnificent.] 

To reach the Lac de Gaube turn 
to the 1. close to the Pont d'Es- 
pagne. Immediately above it turn 
aside over another small wooden 
bridge, called Pont de Joseph, and, 
aUghting at a small hut or cabaret, 
you gaze down from a green knoll 
upon a magnificent fall, " La Cas- 
cade," the whole body of water 
discharged from the Lac de Gaube, 
tumbling from a considerable height. 
Returning over the bridges, take 
the 1. hand very steep path, which 
strikes up the mountain side through 
the pine wood, and at first by the side 
of a torrent, and over some patches 
of boggy ground. After about f hour's 
walk (2 m.) over trunks and roots 
and shattered stones, you reach this 
lonely basin of green water. It is 
not more than 2^ m. in circumfer- 
ence, 5866 ft. above the sea-level, 
and 300 or 400 (?) ffc. deep. The 
steep precipices on either side are 
bare, except where seamed with lines 
of straggling black firs, alternating with 
streams of fallen rocks; but the entire 
centre of the picture is filled with the 
noble mass of the Vignemale, one of 
the highest mountains in France, white 



with eternal snow, crowned by crags 
and by glaciers which feed the lake 
through a small fall. The fisherman's 
hut which serves as a restaurant (fur- 
nishing lake trout for the hungry tra- 
veller's breakfast at a high rate) is 
planted upon a ridge of granite, stretch- 
ing across the valley, and damming up 
the waters of the lake. A better restau- 
rant has been built by the town of Cau- 
terets. A bed may be had here. On a 
projecting rock a little monument of white 
marble^ railed in, is the record of the 
melancholy fate of a young English- 
man, named Pattison, and his wife, 
who, within one month of their mar- 
riage, were drowned in the lake. They 
had trusted themselves in the wretched 
skiff to row across the lake ; and it is 
supposed to have been accidentally 
overset, for no human eye beheld the 
accident. A lying romance, grafted 
on their sad story, destitute of all 
truth, is sold on the spot— let no one 
buy it. 

The ascent of the Vignemale is some- 
times made from the lake, which is 
either crossed in a boat, or skirted 
by the path on the 1. The clue to the 
ascent is the Gave, which forms the 
waterfall at the exti*emity. Following 
its bank, we ascend in succession, in 
the course of 1 J hour's walk, 5 different 
stages or steps of the mountain, each 
of which the torrent clears by a leap. 
The mass of the mountain is of lime- 
stone, which here overlies the granite 
prevailing from La Kaill^re to the Lac 
de Gaube. The Gave has its origin in 
the foot of a glacier stretching nearly 
up to the top of the mountain. Its 
crest is topped by 3 detached peaks. 
The Pic Longue, 10,820 ft. above the 
sea, is the 4th highest in the Pyrenees. 
The view is said to extend into Spain 
and over a large part of the French 
portion of the chain. This ezciursion 
cannot be performed without the aid 
of experienced guides. 

[There is a difficult mountain path 
among broken rocks and the d^ris of 
glaciers, from the Lac de Gktube over 
the shoulder of the Vignemale, keeping 
that mountain on the rt., through th« 
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Col or Port SOasom (9000 ft.) and down 
the ValdOssoue to Gayamie. It will 
require 8 or 10 hrs., and should not 
be undertaken without good guides, 
being one of the most difficult pedeS' 
trian expeditions in the Pyrenees. J 

B. Cauterds to Lnz, 

Cautereta. 

6 m. Pierrefitte (good Inn). 

8 m. Luz. 

1 m. St; Sauveur. 

The course usually taken by persons 
proceeding to Bareges, or Gavarnie, 
from Cauterets, is to retrace their 
steps dowTi the valley as far as Pierre- 
fitte (see Rte. 85a) « and thence ascend 
by a good road the gorge leading up 
to Luz, a drive of about 3 h. (carriage 
and 2 horses, 15 fr.). 

The defile leading from Pierrefitte 
to Luz is truly magnificent, dif- 
fering from that of Cauterets, being 
rather less gloomy, but scarcely in- 
ferior. It abounds in rich foliage 
throughout. The modem road, made 
with much engineering skill, is alter- 
nately a shelf cut with vast labour 
out of the rock, or a terrace built up 
with masonry; with an abyss under 
foot, and towering masses over head. 
It crosses the Gave by bridges several 
times before reaching Luz. At length 
the gorge opens into a basin-shaped 
vale, remarkable for its rich carpet of 
Verdure, cultivated in patches, having 
little villages planted a considerable 
way up its sides, until fields give 
place to forests. The mountains by 
the separation leave space for a small 
triangular plain, entered by a narrow 
defile at each of its angles. On the S.W. 
opens that of Gavarnie, at the mouth 
f>f which lies St. Sauveur, on the S.E. 
that of the Bastan leading to Bareges, 
guarded at its mouth by the Castle 
of Ste. Marie y built by the Eng. in the 
14th cent. From both of these issue 
Qaves which, meeting in the midst of 
the plain, escape by its third or N. 
'^le through the defile leading to 
Pierrefitte, and traversed by the car- 
^^e-road. At the upper end of the 
plain, between the defiles of Gavarnie 
and Bareges, at the foot of a lofty 



mountain called Pic de Bergons, liea 
the little village of Luz. An avenue 
of formal poplai's traverses the verdant 
flat meadows, gushing with rills of 
water, to which they owe their emerald 
tints and rich crops of grass, and lead^ 
into 

8 m. laz (Tnm: H. de TUnivei's ; 
chez Payotte, excellent in all respects ; 
H. des Pyr^n^es, very good, and civil 
people. *Grandet's lodging-house re- 
commended.) Pop. 1071. This or aS^ 
Sauveur will be the best headquartex-s 
for an expedition to Gavarnie and 
Bareges. 

It is a cleanly village (241 ft.), situ- 
ated on a Gave of rapid flow : to the I'e- 
freshing stream of one of its tributary 
brooks, under the inn windows, horses 
and pigs repair to bathe all day long. 
The pigs in particulai' seem to have 
acquired unwonted habits of cleanli* 
ness in this country, and to enjoy ex- 
cessively the ablutions administered 
by the swineherd, who bastes them 
with a wooden ladle. 

The Church of Lttz, inclosed within a 
castle furnished with battlements and 
loopholed walls, is a gi*eat curiosity, 
bearing as it does the mixed character 
of the order of the Templars — half 
monks, half soldiers — by whom it waa 
founded. They were planted here to 
guard the frontier in tl'oublous times, 
forming an outpost of Christians against 
the Saracens at first, and Spaniards af- 
terwards. The ch., entered oy a machi- 
colated gate under a projecting turret, 
is a building of the 13th cent. The 
carved doorway, and the line of straight- 
sided arches, running round the E. end 
on the outside, deserve notice; also a* 
small doorway on the S. side, now walled 
up, through which alone, according to 
tradition, the proscribed itice of Cagots 
were allowed to enter the ch., where 
they occupied a chapel apart from the 
rest of the congregation. A good deal 
of the so-called crSpe de Bareges is 
made at Luz. 

The knoll behind Luz, crowned with 
a modern ghapel founded by the 



336 



Route 85.— iS^. Sauveur — Pic de SergoYls. Sect. IV. 



Empress of the French, and called I 
Chapelle Eugenie, dedicated to St. Peter 
of Solferino, commands a very pleasing 
view, looking down into a valley on 
either hand, and is easily accessible. 
A path will be found to descend on 
the opposite side to St. Sauveur. 

It is not more than 1 m. by the 
level road from Luz to the Baths of St. 
Sauveur, a narrow street of white Inns 
(*H. de France ; H. des Princes, both 
good ; H. de Paris) and lodging- 
houses planted on a narrow terrace 
or ledge, on the top of a rocky cliff, 
about 200 ft. above the Gave on its 1. 
bank, and just within the jaws of the 
romantic and beautifully wooded defile 
leading to Gavarnie. A pretty Gothic 
Church has been built since 1860, and, 
in combination with the noble B^dge, 
has greatly improved the aspect of the 
place. 

In the middle of the village are the 
Baths (Etablissement Thermal), ' one 
of the handsomest in the Pyrenees, 
containing 14 or 16 bathing-rooms sup- 
plied from springs of sulphureous water, 
resembling those of Cauterets, but less 
warm, and less rich in gas. They are 
considered efficacious in female com- 
plaints, nervous affections, &c. Thus 
the greater number of invalids here 
are ladies, while at Barfeges the male 
sex predominates. Being weaker than 
those of Bareges, a course of them is 
recommended as a good preparation for 
the stronger waters of Barfeges. 

The name St. Sauveur is said to be 
derived from an inscription placed over 
the healing source by a bishop of 
Tarbes, at what period is unknown: 
— "Vos haurietis aquas de fontibus 
Salvatoris.** 

The carriage-road up the valley from 
St. Sauveur has, since 1861, been 
carried across the ravine by a Bridge 
of a single arch 216 ft. above the 
stream, a noble work of engineering, 
and a very picturesque object. The 
Emperor Napoleon III. laid the first 
stone of it in 1860: it cost 300,000 frs. 

At St. Sauveur, as well as at Luz, 
guides and horses may be had at the 
usual charges. Martin is a capital 
guide, and has good horses. Jacques 



St. Laur, of Luz, is an excellent 
guide, moderate in his charges for 
hoi*ses : Pic de Bei-gons SJ frs. ; Ga- 
varnie 4 frs. including horses* feed. 
Bernard Couste, and Pierre Sanio, who 
made the ascent of the Maladetta in 
1842, are also recommended. A Tariff 
for Guides and Horses has been estab- 
lished by the authorities of this val- 
ley, and should be asked for by the 
tourist. 

The summit of the Pic de Bergons, 
the hill behind Luz and opposite St. 
Sauveur, 679 1 ft. above the sea, is one 
of the best points of view among the 
Pyrenees, and one of the most acces- 
sible, since even ladies may ride up 
without difficulty, or be carried in a 
chaise k porteur. About 3 hrs. are 
required to reach the summit, and 2 
to descend. From the top may be 
seen the Cirque of Gavarnie, the Br^che 
de Roland, and Tours de Marbor^, and 
the more distant and loftier Mont 
Perdu to the S. ; to the W. the Vig- 
nemale; to the E. the sterile valley 
of Bareges, and the Pic du Midi; to 
the N. the Vale of Lavedan and the 
plains beyond it. 

There is a path, not easy to find with- 
out a guide, over the mountains from 
St. Sauveur to Cauterets: the journey 
will take 5 hrs. on foot; but tne high 
road (already described) is much 
grander in scenery, and good all the 
way, though it makes a wide detour. 

C. Luz to Oatamie — Breche de Roland — 
Mont Perdu, 

13 m. to Gavarnie : 3 hrs.* drive ; 
good carriage- road as far as Gavarnie, 
thence horse-path to the Cirque 2 m. 
Omnibus daily to Gavarnie from H. de 
rUnivers. 

The road runs up the rt. bank of 
the Gave, and, leaving St. Sauveur on 
the rt., is soon joined by the road from 
that place which crosses the Gave by 
the magnificent Bndge of one arch. 

The valley of the Gave de Gavarnie, 
at whose mouth stands St, Sauveur, 
contains some of the most striking 
scenery in the Pyrenees, and termi- 
nates in the most remai'kable of thos«» 
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Oaies or Cirques peculiar to the Pyre- 
nees, and already described, § 4. It 
takes 4 hrs. to walk ; no guide is 
needed as far as Gayamie, thence up 
to the Br^che one is indispensable. 
The grand scenery of the defile begins 
at once: — umbrageous woods alter- 
nating with precipitous rocks — moun- 
tain peaks of picturesque form rear 
their heads aloft ; below gapes a con- 
fined chasm. The road is cut in the face 
of a rocky precipice, down which the 
eye gazes 300 or 400 ft., sheer into the 
green and frothy river, within the 
half-opened fissure below. One difl&- 
cult pass around an angular shoulder 
of the mountain is called Pas de 
fEcihelle, because, before the present 
road was cut, it could only be traversed 
by a hazardous stair, descending on 
one side and ascending on the other. 
Here the peasants of Bigorre defeated 
a force of Miquelites (Spanish troops), 
who .invaded the frontier for the last 
time in the wars of Louis XIV., 1708. 
There are ruins, down in the hollow, 
of an old fort called Escalette, Many 
small falls are passed and torrents 
crossed by high and narrow bridges, 
suspended over deep gulfs : many of the 
watercourses are bestridden by mills, 
not much larger than boxes; a row of 
such, close together, seen on the hill- 
side, look like beads on a white string. 
At Pont de Sia 3 bridges cross the 
stream. 

Twioe the valley expands, into 
the basins of Pragn^res and GMre, 
but it is more often contracted by 
narrow defiles. On approaching the 
village of G^dre, from the hill above 
it there is a fine view, for a short 
space, of the snowy mountains called 
Tours de Marbord, and of the Br^he 
de Roland, a gap in the wall of rock 
which crests the mountain, looking 
like a notch made in a jaw by the 
loss of a tooth. It was cut through, 
according to the legend, by Roland, 
the brave Paladin, with his trusty 
blade Durandal, to open a passage in 
pursuit of the. Moors. To the rt. of it 
the false Br^he, a similar gap, is seen, 
They both lie immediately above the 
Cirque of Gavamie, and are soon lost 
to view behind intervening mountains, 

iFrance, 1873.] 



as the valley curved, and they are in- 
visible from the Cirque itself. At 
Gedre there is a small Inn, and a sight 
scarcely worth notice, though travel* 
lers are invited to see it and pay, called 
Grotte de Gedre, It is an imperfect 
arch, formed by the torrent scooping 
out the rock, partly grown over with 
creeping shrubs. 

[The opening on the 1., behind 
G^dre, tlm>ugh which the torrent 
issues, is the mouth of the Val de H^as, 
one of the largest and deepest valleys 
which penetrate the granitic region of 
the Pyrenees, containing fine wild 
scenery, and terminating in the Cirque 
de Troumouse, situated a little to the 
E. of that of Gavamie. In coming 
from Luz the valley is entered by a 
road turning to the 1., on the height 
which precedes the village of GMre. 
It keeps up on the slope for some dis- 
tance, then ascends a.long the rt. bank 
of the Gave, under the shade of fine 
trees, ashes and sycamores. The tor- 
rent descending on the 1. .from the 
Cambiel is next crossed on a bridge; a 
sombre gorge succeeds, leading to the 

5 m. village of H^ (inn: chez Paget; 
homely and small, 2 beds). Heas is 
remarkable for its chaos of granite 
blocks, about 4 m. from G^dre, which 
have fallen from the mountain above, 
across the valley, and resemble that of 
Peyrada, described farther on. This 
land-slip took place in 1650, blocked 
up the torrent, and formed a lake 
behind it, which lasted until 1788, 
when its waters broke out, inundating 
the valley below. 

Here is the Chapelle de la Vierge 
d'M^as, 4910 ft. above the sea-level, 
resorted to yearly between the 15th 
of August and the 18th of September, 
by hosts of pilgrims from adfar, who 
come to worship and kiss her mi- 
raculous image, which is dressed in 
gold-embroidered stufTs, and hooded 
with the red capulet of the conntry. 



Excursions* — a. Nearly due S. of 
H^as opens out a valley which ends 
in the Cirque de Troumouse^ a semi* 
circular wall of precipitous mountains^ 
inclosing a verdant plain. It is larger 
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than Qavamie^ but not so impoBing, 
yet deserves to be visited. It takes 
2 h. 30 m. to go, and 1 hr. 30 m. to 
vetum; part of the way is a bridle- 
path. 

6. The Mont Perdu may be ascended 
from H^ by the Cirque d'Estaub^ and 
the Port de Canaou (about 5 hra.). It 
will require a day.] 

The ezcelldnt road to Qavamie 
from the village of QMre skirts in 
zigzag the flanks of the mountain 
Coum^lie, between hedges of box, and 
after passing the Cascade de Sausse, 
on the opposite side of the ravine, 
soon reaches the Chaos or Feyrada, an 
^oulement or slip of masses of gneiss 
fedlen from above, so extensive that it 
looks as though a mountain had turn* 
bled to pieces. It is a grand and 
savage scene. The road winds through 
a perfect labyrinth of blocks, many of 
them as big as a house, and far larger 
than the Cumberland Bowder stone, 
piled one above another in extreme 
confusion. These fragments sweep 
down to the Qave, and partly conceed 
it ; their fall must have occurred long 
ago, from the lichens which cover their 
surface, and was probably produced 
by the action of the atmosphere, espe- 
cially of frost, so powerful an agent in 
fracturing and disintegrating the slaty 
structure of the gneiss. Beyond the 
Chaos the road passes under the base 
of the Pimen^, a picturesque mountain, 
rising on the 1. to a height of 9384 ft. 

In passing the Pont de Barregui the 
pea^ and glaciers of the Vignemale are 
disclosed to view for a short time, at 
the extremity of the Val d'Ossou^ (Rte. 
85 a), up which runs the mountain 
path to Cauterets by the Lac de Gaube. 

Qavamie is a poor village, 4380 ft. 
above the sea-level, with a rough Inn 
(kept by Belou, capital boar4 and fair 
lodging), which ynll be found good 
headquarters for several excursions ; it 
is kept by civil people, and is a con- 
venient sleeping-place for those who 
ascend the Brkihe. Best Guides, Henri 
and Hippolyte Parret; should they be 
out of the way, Pierre, the Garde 
forestier, to be heard of at Belou's inn; 



they receive 10 fr. a day when em* 
ployed several days together — ^more 
for a single excursion. Magnificent 
view from the meadow before the inn, 
and on descending the torrent. 

The Pimen^, more than 9000 ft., may 
be ascended from this in 4 hrs. JEkisy 
ascent and splendid view. 

The modernized Ch. contains 12 
skulls, supposed to be of Templars 
beheaded in the reign of Philip le Bel ; 
such is the tradition, the Order cer- 
tainly had a commandery in this 
desolate spot. 

Behind Gfavamie rise the black walls 
of the Cirque (the best time for seeing 
which from the village will be near 
sunset), surmounted by eternal snows, 
shutting in the valley. It appears 
close to the village, and the stranger 
will scarcely believe that he has 4 m. 
to trudge or ride, which will take 
nearly an hour, before he can reach it. 
The scenery of the Cirque is considered 
by some the most striking in the Pyre- 
nees, and the most peculiar. 3 shallow, 
basin -shaped hollows, partly strewn 
with stones, partly carpeted with grass, 
seemingly at one time lake baains, are 
passed, before you surmount the small 
projecting wall of rock which masks 
the entry to the Cirque, and once, 
doubtless, dammed up the waters of the 
Qave. Here, shut out from the world, 
and, e& it were, arrived at its end, one 
gazes on the vast semicircle of rocks 
around, the tall rampire of a kingdom, 
at the base of which France terminates. 
The precipices forming its sides, vary- 
ing in height from 1000 to 1400 ft., 
are divided into 3 or 4 stages, upon 
each of which a glacier, covered with 
snow, is heaped : not a scrap of vegeta- 
tion relieves their bare sides. Down 
the vertical faces of the rocks stream 
12 or 15 thin cascades, like white 
threads ; but there is one on the 1. 
hand, where the precipice is least in- 
terrupted, which falls in one white 
cord, only twice broken by ledges, 
1380 ft. high: it is reputed the 
highest fall in Europe, and is the 
head water of the Qave de Pan; but 
so small is it in volume tbat it dis- 
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fiipates into apmy befoi'e reaching the 
bottom. These streamlets are fed 
entirely by the melting of the snow \ 
in. cold weather there is no water, and 
theftJi is most copious in July — Sept. ; 
and all, joining the Gave, escape from 
the Cirque by the only opening, that by 
which the traveller enters. The floor 
of the Cirque is an uninterrupted and 
irregular heap of detritus and blocks 
of rock, the ruins of the neighbouring 
mountains, which have fallen from 
above, very toilsome to walk over; 
and in the midst are one or two 
patches of dirty snow, nearly consoli- 
dated into ice, under which the Gkive 
flows in a hollow vault. It takes 
nearly ^ an hr. from the entrance to 
reach the foot of the high waterfall, 
where the geologist may find specimens 
of the fossils contained in the rocks of 
the Cirque, which have been ascer- 
tained by M, Dufresnoy to be identical 
with those of the chalk of Northern 
Europe. An English traveller would 
certamly not recognise, otherwise, that 
formation in the dark clifi^ around. 

The mountainB rising above the 
Cirque, but not visible from within 
its inclosure, are to the E. the Cy- 
Imdre, 10,914 ft., so called from its 
shape, whose base is imbedded in the 
great glacier, whence springs the high 
fall; the Toura de Marbor^, 9964 ft., 
forming part of the Mont Perdu; and 
on the W. the Breche de Boland, 9337 
ft., and farther on the Fausse Brfeche. 

There is a small hut within the 
Oirque (La Baraque), 2 m. beyond the 
village, "where the horses are put up. 

The ascent of the Bricke de Roland 
is made from the Cirque of Qavamie : 
it is fatiguing and difficult, but not 
dangerous. Some provisions, and a 
wine or brandy flask, should be taken; 
it would be almost impossible to 
find tlie way -without a guide. A 
good "walker can make the ascent 
from the hut in 2^ hrs. and the de- 
scent in li^ ; but 4 hrs. should be 
allowed for the ascent, and 2^ for the 
descent. The ascent commences at 
the rocks of Saradetz, from the comer 
of the Cirque on the rt. hand, oppo- 



site to the high fall. A stranger would 
scarcely find the spot; no path leads 
to it, and there is no apparent break 
or interruption in the perpendicular 
wall of the mountain. The strata of 
the limestone are here vertical, and a 
buttress of it slightly projecting from 
the mass furnishes the means of scaling 
the precipice along the abrupt and 
shattered edges of the slaty rock, here 
divided like the leaves of a book, set 
on end, but shivery on the surface. 
The broken angles and splinters serve 
as steps, in which one may insert the 
toes and fingers, but it is as abrupt 
as the ascent of a ladder. Kext the 
path winds round some smooth pro- 
jecting shoulders of rock, and the edges 
of 1 or 2 cliffs, which alternate, higher 
up, with steep slopes, covered less 
with grass than with fallen stones. 
These steep grassy banks form a pas- 
turage, called Las Serrades, for the 
flocks of some Spanish shepherds, who 
rent them from the commune of Ga- 
vamie. There is no intermission to 
the steepness of the ascent, no flat 
interval between the slopes; it takes 
more than 1 hr. oi "treadmill work" 
to rise above the high cascade. It is a 
glorious sight to look down from this 
upon the precipices and waterfalls, 
and the great glacier which feeds them, 
at which, shortly before, you gazed up 
with aching neck. Hence the Tours 
du Marbor^ are well seen; and at this 
height, about noon, the roar of ava- 
lanches succeeds to the monotonous 
dash of waterfalls, which before alone 
interrupted the solitude. The Cirque 
is soon after lost sight of: over head 
rises an expanse of snow and glacier 
covering a steep slope, inclined like 
the roof of a house, surmounted by 
the wall of rock, in the midst of which 
is Roland's Breach, and another similar 
embrasure on the rt. of it, called 
La Fausse Breche, The path is now 
tolerably level for some distance, till it 
reaches the foot of the glacier. As the 
glacier is too abrupt to ascend, it is left 
on the 1. hand, and 'we begin to climb a 
less steeply inclined snow-clad slope, 
which at some seasons is denuded 
down to the slaty rubbish below the 
snow ; it is a work of some fatigue, 
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When two-thirds of the acclivity are 
surmounted the guide turns to the 1. 
across the glacier, whose surfiebce is so 
highly inclined that it is not possible 
to scale it from below; and even to 
cross it with safety it is necessary to 
cut notches in the ice, and to drive 
the Alp pole well into it. A false step 
would send you at once to the bottom. 
A few paces beyond the glacier brings 
the tourist to the Breche, That in- 
significant notch in the mountain brow, 
as it appears seen from Q^dre, has now 
expanded into a colossal portal 300 ft. 
wide, 350 ft. high, and 50 ft, in length 
— 9337 ft. above the sea-level. The 
ridge or crest in which it is formed 
is literally a wall of rock, varying in 
height from 300 to 600 ft., which here 
divides France from Spain, escarped 
on both sides, and not more than 50 
or 80 ft. in length. Through this 
singular opening — as it were a win- 
dow in the mountain, nearly square 
in its angles, and not much wider above 
than below — Spain is seen ; a most 
uninviting prospect of rugged and bare 
mountains and valleys, filled with 
stones and snow in the foreground, 
while the dbtance is formed by the 
wave-like Sierras of Aragon rising high 
up against the horizon. On the French 
side the view is contracted by inter- 
vening mountains ; only part of the 
Vignemale is visible. An extensive 
panorama is gained by ascending the 
Marbor6, IJ hr. above the Breche. 

The Breche is said by Bamond to 
be visible from Saragossa and Huesca; 
and a practised eye, knowing where to 
seai'ch for these pities, might, with the 
aid of a telescope, in a clear state of 
the atmo^here, be enabled to discern 
them from hence. 

The threshold of the Breche is angu- 
lar, like the roof of a house, and the 
frontier line runs directly along it, so 
that one may sit astride of it, with 
one foot in France and the other in 
Spain. 

All along the front of the Br6che, 
on the French side, the glacier is 
scooped out into a deep fosse or cavity, 
by the action of the sim*s rays pouring 
from the south, through the opening, 
as Ramond has well, explained, so 



that it cannot be approached directly, 
but only by skirting the edge of the 
cavity. The ascent was accomplished 
by the Duchesse de Berri in 1828, but 
it is not an excursion to be taken by 
ladies in general. 

Ascent of the Mont Perdu, — The 
Breche de Roland is used by the 
inhabitants of several villages on the 
Spanish side as a pass into France, and 
especially by smugglers. Through it 
lies the way to ascend the Mont Perdu, 
whose top may be reached in 6 hrs. 
from the Br^he, descending at first 
some hundred ft., and skirting the 
crumbling slopes of the Marbore on 
the 1. Travellers usually pass the 
night in a poor hut {Cahane de Oaulis), 
3 hrs. from the Breche, cold quarters, 
and a desolate spot, frequented by 
shepherds, at the foot of the mountain, 
on the high table-land called Millaris, 
scattered over with slaty debris, and 
traversed by rents and deep fissures. 
The ascent from here to the summit 
will take 3 hrs. Mont Perdu is com- 
posed of 4 stages or terraces, faced 
by abrupt escarpments, each receding 
farther back than the one below. 
The 2 lower stages are easily ascended 
by means of a talus of marly debris 
fallen from above. The 3rd and 4ih. 
are more difficult to scale, especially 
the 4th, which can only be reached 
through a sort of an outlet for the 
melting snow. The summit of the 
Mont Perdu is 10,999 ft. above the 
sea-level, second in height to the Ma- 
ladetta alone among the Pyrenees ; it 
was first reached in 1 802 by Ramond 
after two dangerous and unsuccessful 
attempts. It is not to be attempted 
without the aid of skilful guides. 
The ascent may be made by the Col 
d'AstuzoHf descending by the Br^be 
— requiring a day and a half. 

The Pod de Gavamie, 7500 ft., is 
a direct path into Spain. From the 
village of Qavamie the path enters 
the Val d'Ossou^, and soon turning 1. 
reaches the port in 2 hrs. of asoent. 
Down a steep slope you reach Bu- 
charo (Busaruelo, — a poor Inn), in the 
Val de Broto, whence there is a 
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to PantiooBa, and another to Cauie- 
rets. Buoharo is 5 hrs. from Broto, 
on the Arras torrent, and 3 hrs. from 
Torla (a genuine Spanish Venta). This 
route conmiandB magnificent scenery. 

These excursions will require a 
guide who speaks Spanish, or rather 
the dialect of the Spanish peasants; it 
will he necessary to make a bargain at 
every Spanish inn. See Handbook 
FOR Spain. 

B. Lujg, hy Bareges and the Tourmalet, to 
Bagneres de Bigorre or Luchon. 

^ Luz hr. min. 

Tourmalet 2 40 

Oripp 50 

Arreau 3 40 

\ Luchon 5 



12 10 



The times above mentioned were 
those actually taken on good horses, 
and more should generally be allowed. 
In going from Luz to Luchon (52 m.) 
it will be best to sleep at Arreau, and 
to start early next day for Luchon, in 
which case only three days should be 
charged from Luz to Luchon, back fare 
included. 

From Luz to Bareges is a continuous 
ascent of about 4J m. A well-con- 
structed carriage*road now shortens 
what was once a very tedious drive; 
the old road being constantly washed 
away by the torrent. 

The accommodation at Bareges is 
so very second-rate that the traveller 
bound for Bagneres by the Tourmalet 
had better lengthen his day's journey by 
starting from Luz than put up for the 
night at Bareges. 

On quitting Luz the road passes on 
the I. below the ruined castle of Ste, 
Marief one of the last possessions re- 
tained by the English in the S. of 
France, since it held out for the Black 
Prince nearly as long as Lourdes. It 
stands on a mount, at the point where 
the valley of Bar^s, or of the Bastan, 
opens into the plain of Luz. This is one 
of the least attractive valleys of the Py- 
renees ; the mountains around it are 
not picturesque in their forms, and the 
fissile and easily disintegrated shale 
composing them, crumbling down and 
filling up the bottom and sides of the 



valley, has been cut through by the 
Bastan and other furious torrents which 
seam the mountain's sides. From time 
to time vast masses of debris are washed 
down, and ^oulements ensue, which 
stop up the watercourses until a d^&cle 
occurs, and spreads desolation below 
it. Such catastrophes are of frequent 
occurrence; and the main torrent, the 
Bastan, is a very scourge. The great 
elevation of the valley above the sea 
contributes to its cheerless and for- 
bidding character ; and it is in such a 
situation, at a height 4180 ft. above 
the sea-level, confined by gloomy 
mountains which almost seem to over- 
hang it, that 

Bareges {Inns: H. de TEurope; H. de 
France ; dear, none good), stands, a 
watering-place better known by name, 
perhaps, in distant countries, than any 
other among the Pyrenees, and in great 
repute with those who are really out of 
health and in earnest to get well, on 
account of the cures effected by its 
waters, but void of all other attrac- 
tions. There is nothing to see here, 
so that our advice to travellers for 
amusement is, pass through, and tarry 
not. Being the loftiest of the Pyrenean 
baths (4085 ft.), its atmosphere is chilly 
and variable even in the height of sum- 
mer. • It contains about 70 houses, 
chiefly lodgings, with several cafes, 
in a long dull street, by the side of 
the Gave. The buildings next the 
stream, which are meant to last, are 
based on huge buttresses of masonry, 
without which precaution they would 
long ago have been swept away by 
the inundations of the torrent. A 
wide gap, however, is left in the 
midst, upon which only a few tempo- 
rary booths and huts of wood are 
raised, for the winter avalanches 
sweep down from the motmtains Ayre 
on the S. and Midaii on the N., 
through the wide gashes in their sides, 
which open out opposite the vacant 
space, and bury this part of the town 
under the snow for several months of 
the year. In consequence Bareges ia 
inhabited only during summer and 
autumn, and is abandoned for the rest 
of the year, except by a few persons, 
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who take care of the houses. At 
the beginning of summer the owners 
return and dig out their houses from 
the snow, which covers them up to the 
first floor. An attempt has been made 
to arrest the avalanches by driving 
into the mountain-sides iron bars with 
chains attached. The bleak look of the 
place is greatly increased by the nimi- 
ber of cripples and invalids you en- 
counter at every step. This may be 
called the Hospital of the Pyrenees, 
being visited nearly by 1000 or 1200 
genuine invalids, to whom the pro- 
spect of regaining health is a sufficient 
attraction. The French Government 
have established two military Bos' 
pitals, capable of receiving 500 or 
600 men and 200 officers. The cures 
effected by the waters are wonderful: 
their efficacy is greatest in gunshot 
and other wounds, in curing ulcers, 
in relieving rheumatism, stiffness of 
the joints, and scrofulous affections. 
They cause old wounds, or ill-cured 
ones, to open afresh at firsts then 
relieve them by discharges, drawing to 
the surface extraneous bodies long 
imbedded in the flesh, and promoting 
the exfoliation of carious portions of 
bone, and Anally close the wound in a 
healthy manner. 

A handsome Bath-house was erected 
by the Government in 1864. The 
mineral waters are very strong, their 
principal ingredients being sulphuret 
of sodium, carbonate, muriate^ and sul- 
phate of soda, azotic and sulphuretted 
hydrogen gases, and animal matter. 
They are derived from 6 or 7 different 
springs, the most potent being that 
called Le Tambour, but the supply is 
scarcely adequate to the demand. They 
are conducted into the bath-houses, 
where they flll the various baths, for the 
use of which 1 fr. 25 c. is charged, and 
into 3 piscines or public baths capable 
of holding from 12 to 20 persons each. 
One of these is appropriated to the 
military, another to the civil service, 
the 3rd to the poor. Admission to 
them is settled by order of precedence, 
and they are in use all day and night. 
Indeed so precious is the fluid, that 
the water from the bath-houses is 
md to b§ turned ifiio the piscine^, 



The piscines are horrid vaolted dens 
below ground, their roof serving as a 
promenade, filled with vapour. The 
waters, of a greenish-yellow tint, have 
strong smell of rotten eggs, and a 
nauseous oily taste; after standing 
they are covered on the surfeboe with 
a film of glairy unctuous matter of a 
peculiar nature, which they deposit 
on the sides and bottom of the bath, 
called Bar4gine by chemists. These 
valuable medicinal springs rise (as 
usual in the Pyrenees) near a junction 
of the slate rock with the granite, 
and force their way to the surface 
through a mass of debris of the 
neighbouring rocks. They were first 
brought into notice by a visit which 
Madame de Maintenon paid to them 
1676, by advice of the royal physician 
Fagon, for the sake of the young 
Due du Maine, her pupil, natural son 
of Louis XIV. The "gouvemante" 
dates several of her letters frpm hence ; 
and after a protracted residence she 
had the satisfaction of bringing back 
the little cripple so much better that 
he could entei; the room walking to 
meet the king. She reached this 
place by crossing the Tourmalet, the 
road by Lourdes not being then made. 
Barnes was once nearly swept away by 
the bursting of the Lac d'Oncet. 

A scanty and stunted wood of firs 
and alders is planted on the hUl above 
Bareges on the S. It serves as a par- 
tial protection from avalanchea, and 
below is converted into a promenade by 
walks cut along the slopes. 

The fine silk tissue called crepe dd 
Bareges is not made here, but at Ba- 
gn^res de Bigorre and Luz. 

Diligences go daily during the season 
to Lourdes, where they correspond with 
the rlys. to Pau, Toulouse, and Ba- 
gn^res. Public conveyances to Luz. 

An excursion may be made round 
the N^ouvielle mountain in a long 
day, during which the traveller 
passes by 15 lakes, 2 of which are 
amongst the largest and most pictu- 
resque in the Pyrenees; the scenery is 
magnificent. Unless a practised moun- 
taineer, he should be accompanied by 
a good guid^, the paths for the most 
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parfc being sheep-tracks; some shep- 
herds' huts will be passed, where black 
bread and milk may be obtained, and 
it might be as well to sleep in the hut 
beside the second of the 3 Lacs Bu- 
garet. The following names will in- 
dicate the successive stages of the 
route— 5ar^<?s, Lac d^Eaaoutrnts, Hour- 
qriette d^Avbert, Lac d^Orr^ionf Lac du 
Cap Long, JSovtrquette dm Bvgaret, Lac 
de Bugaret ; cross the barrier between 
the second and third of the three 
lakes, called Bugaret, and mount by 
a steep path across the ridge to the 
north of these lakes, descend on 
its farther side 1. a small unnamed 
tarn, beside which crystals of garnet 
will be found; below cross a grassy 
swamp, then mount on the rt. to the 
lakes and valley of La Gicrire, by de- 
scending which reach Barnes. There 
is a fine cascade at the head of the 
Lac du Cap Long, and there are glaciers 
to the S. of the Lacs Bugaret. A 
cart-road leads from the Lao d'Orr- 
^on through grand pine-forests, and 
past the fine cascade of Covplan, down 
to Csfltets in the Vall^ d'Aune (Rte. 
86); a path leads from the Lakes 
Bugaret to Bagn^es. 

The distance from Bareges to Ba- 
gn^res de Bigorre across the Tourmalet 
by the carriage-road is 25 m. Licluding 
a halt to rest the horses, it will take 
from 7 to 8 hours. The road leads up 
the Bastan valley on the 1. bank of the 
torrent. Two terrents descend from 
the rt., out of the vales of Lienz and 
Escougous, at whose head lie nearly 
a dozen small tarns, or lakes. After 
passing these the Bastan is crossed, 
and the main ascent of the Col de 
Tourmalet commences in wide sweeps. 
Pedestrians and horsemen should 
leave the carriage-road at the hamlet 
of Toumabout, about a mile above 
Bareges, and, crossing the bridge, fol- 
low the old road along the rt. bank to 
the hamlet of Tone, where they either 
rejoin the carriage-road to Bagn^es, 
or follow the mide-path to the 1. for 
the Pic du Midi. 

[About If hr.'s walk from Bareges, 
^here the ascent of the pass com- 
ynencjw, a patl^ m 1. atrik^s up a 



Small valley towards the Pic du Midi 
de Bigorre. That majestic mountain, 
which, though 9439 ft. above the sea- 
level, is free from snow in summer, 
rises on the 1. of the Tourmalet: it 
is accessible, even - on horsebctck, in 
3 to 4§ hrs. from Bareges. The path 
is steep, and in - many places dan- 
gerous, there being scarcely room for a 
horse to step. It is possible to ride to 
within 100 yards of the summit. The 
way lies by the margin of the Lac 
d'Oncet, a picturesque tarn at the 
foot of the peak, closed in by preci- 
pices, about 2000 ft. below the sum- 
mit. Above the lake is a small inn, 
which furnishes tolerable accommoda- 
tion for the night. The view from the 
top is magnificent. The Pic stands at the 
outer verge of the Pyrenean range ; it 
descends with only one break to the 
plain, and affords a view towards Bor- 
deaux and Toulouse, bounded only by 
the limit of vision. It comprises on 
the N. the plains watered by the Adour 
and Gkffonne ; on the S. the great chain, 
including the step-like mass of the 
Mont Perdu, the Cylindre, Tours de 
Marbor^, Br^he de Roland, and Yig- 
nemaJe, covered with glaciers; while 
among a multitude of peaks to the E. 
rises the Maladetta, the loftiest of the 
Pyrenees, forming a conspicuous point 
in this immense semicircle of moun- 
tains. There is another way down 
through the Hourquette de Cinq Ours 
and the ravine leading from the Lac 
d'Oncet to Tramesai'gues in the valley 
of Qripp. See below.] 

The Tourmalet is a low curved ridge, 
such as would be called a col in the 
Alps-^an isthmus imiting the Pic du 
Midi de Bareges with the main chain of 
the Pyrenees, over which lies the passage 
from the valley of the Gkive de Pau into 
that of the Adour. The old and shorter 
road is carried up to the Col in a series 
of sharp zigzags, over heaps of shivered 
shale: the pedestrian will save time by 
taking it. The new road is longer, and 
runs more on a level, round the shoul- 
ders of the hilki. Those bound for the 
Pic du Midi had better take this road. 
On the rt. rise three bristling moun- 
tains, the Caub&re, the Campana, and 
the Pic Lespade. The summit of the 
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Pass is 7 1 00 ft. above the sea-level : thd 
view from it is limited and not very 
striking; but as you look back the 
Monn^ and mountains above Cauterets 
are visible beyond it. The vale of Qripp 
opens out far more pleasingly than that 
ofBar^Sy carpeted with beautiful pas- 
tures; it is the cradle of the infant 
Adour, which rises near the base of the 
Pic Lespade. After a mile or two of 
gradual descent, the valley makes an 
abrupt dip, down which the road is 
carried, by a series of very steep zig- 
zags cEdled TElscalette, to T'nimeB- 
aSgues hamlet, occupied by shepherds, 
at the nM>uth of a goi^e through which 
the pyramidal mass of the Pio du 
Midi appears in full majesty. This is 
the finest object on the pass : its bare 
precipice, when lighted up by the sun, 
exhibits the most singularly contorted 
strata, imitating the lines on an agate. 
It remains in sight only for a short 
distance, but from no point does this 
mountain appear to greater advantage. 
The summit of the Fie is reached from 
Bagtt^res by ascending this valley. 

Near Lartigues, a hamlet on the 
river, is a cascade formed by one of 
the tributaries of the Adour, and a 
little lower down is another, the Oar^ 
ret, beneath a black fir forest, which 
covers the shoulder of the mountain 
like a bear -skin, above the village 
of 

Crtipp (/nit: H. des Voyageurs, chez 
Caa&res ; tolerable, fiuned for its trout), 
a prettily situated group of scattered 
cottages, 4 hours' walk or ride from 
Bar^B, and 8 from Bagn^res de 
Bigoire. Gripp is much frequented 
by visitors from both baths, on account 
of its waterfalls and its pleasing posi- 
tion, precisely in the part of the 
valley where trees flourish, com begins 
tcy grow, and pastures become most 
verdant. The Pic du Midi de Bigorre 
may be reached in 5 hrs. from here, 
descending in 3 hrs. 

[From Qripp to Bagn^res de Bigorre 
there is a good carriage-road along the 
Adour (about 10 m.), which at 4 m. 
Ste, Marie falls into the valley of Cam- 
pan, and joins the route \o ]LiUchon by 



Arreau (Rte. 86). The aspect of the 
Val de Campan from this point, and in 
descending to Bigorre, is less attractive 
than in ascending, owing to the arid, 
bare, and stained escarpments of the 
limestone clifis on the rfc. bank of the 
Adour ; but there are some fine views 
on the 1., looking up the tributary 
valleys towards the Pic du Midi. 

The valley of the Campan has been 
celebrated, perhaps beyond its de8ei*ts, 
from the time of Arthur Young to the 
present, for its beauty. It is certainly 
very fertile, and is generally of a most 
brilliant green. 

Ste. Marie (£Etir Inn), 7^ m. &om 
Bagneres, lies near the point of junction 
of two valleys, up one of which runs 
the road to Gripp and the Tourmalet, 
and up the other, that to Luchon by 
the Hourquette d'Aspin and Arreau. 
Campan, with 3376 Inhab., lower down, 
gives its name to the valley, is not 
remarkable; but every traveller is 
pestered as he passes to visit the 
grotto, which is not worth seeing. 

The Pics du Midi and de Montaigu 
are well seen below this through the 
fine opening of the vale of Lesponne 
to the I. : near its entrance stands 
Beaud^an, a village lower down, where 
Larrey, the celebrated army surgeon 
and favourite of Napoleon I., who ac- 
companied him on his various cam- 
paigns, was bom, 1766, in a house 
marked by a marble tablet. The pre- 
cipitous mountain rising on the rt. is 
the Penme de t Eyerie, often ascended on 
accotmt of the views along the Adour. 
The Pont de Gerde, over the Adour, 
leads to it. 

2 m. before reachingBagn^res, close to 
the road, is Mddoux, a sequestrated and 
abandoned Capuchin convent, reduced 
to an uninteresting ruin. A copious 
source of clear water rising here serves 
to turn a marble sawmill. On the 
outskirts of Bagneres, the road passes 
close under the promenade called 
All^s Maintenon. 

Baoneres db Bigorre (Route 88).] 

The carriage-road from Qripp to Lu- 
chon descends the valley to Ste. Marie, 
and then turns up the Val de S^ube 
(I^te. 86), There is, however, i^ f^ioft 
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cut from Gripp, usually taken by the 
guides, over the shoulder of the moun- 
tam, cutting off the angle and falling 
into the road on the S^oube a mile or 
two above Ste. Marie. See Rte. 86 for 
the rest of the road to 
Baon^ires i>e Luchon. 



ROUTE 86. 

THE PTKENEES — BAGNiSRES DE BIOORRE 
TO LUCHON, BY THE HOURQUETTE 
D'aSPIN, ABREAU, COL DE PEYRE- 
80DRDE, AND VAL I>E L*ARBOUST — 
EXCURSION TO THE LAC D'oO. 

70 kils. = 43^ m. Carriage -road, 

traversed by diligences In summer. It 

includes the ascent and descent of 

2 passes : — 

7 m. Ste. Marie 
34 m. Paillole 



5 m. Hoarquette d'Aspin 

8 m. Arrean. . . 

e^uL Louderviellfi . . 

4 m. Ck>l de Peyresourde 

3 m. Garin .... 

2 m.- Cazaux .... 

4i m. LachoQ . . • 



5i brs.' 
ride 
or walk. 



6hr8.' 
ride 
or walk. 



The journey may be made in one 
day, say 14 hours, allowing 2 hours 
for rest, but it will be best to divide 
it by sleeping at Arreau. Diligences, 
coupe 20 fr. The charge for a carriage 
and pair of horses, including the use of 
leaders for the steep ascent of the pass, 
is for 1 day 40 frs., 2 days 75 frs. The 
excursion to Lac d'Oo will be about 
12 m. to and fro, off the direct road. 
The route aboimds in picturesque 
beauties ; it ascends the Yal Campan 
(described in Rte. 85) as far as the 
village of 

7* m. Ste, Marie (fair Inn), 

We here leave, on the rt., the 
road to Qripp and the Tourmalet, and, 
crossing the Adour, ascend gradually 
along the bank of its E. tributary, up 
the V al de S^oube, and, passing through 
a scattered and picturesque village, 
reach (in 2 hours' walking) 

Paillole, a group of cottages, with 
a small Inn where an omelette, trout, 
and beds may be had, in the midst 



of green pastures, encircled by noble 
forests. In the moimtain near here, on 
the E. side of the valley, composed of 
limestone, are the quarries of Espiadet, 
yielding the marble called of Campan. 
At Campan itself, where the rocks are 
of another limestone, no marble is ob- 
tained. 

The ascent to the Col or Ifottrquette, 
d'Aspin, is carried up from the farm cot- 
tages of Paillole, at first in zigzags, en- 
tirely through forests of fir, of ancient 
growth, covering the hillsides far and 
wide. Through gaps among the trees, 
the bare Pic d'Arbizon is seen, from 
time to time, on the rt., at the head of 
the valley. The trees thin out before 
reaching the top of the pass (6396 ft. 
above the sea), whose open curved 
slopes are covered with turf. The 
Hourquette d'Aspin (1^ hour from 
Paillole) commands one of the finest 
inews in the Pyrenees. Looking back, 
the Pic du Midi de Bigorre and the 
Pic d'Arbizon rise majestically above 
the pine forests; forward, and the bil- 
lowy forms of many mountains, and 
the jimction of many valleys, peaks, 
ridges, and hollows, one behind another, 
are presented to view, and the horizon 
is closed by the snowy top of the Mala- 
detta, or at least of the Monts Maudits. 
The slope of the hills, on the side of 
Arreau, is so steep that the descent' 
upon that town, which appears lying in 
a hole, as it were, no more than a 
rifle-shot off, is only effected by long 
and complicated zigzags. - 

Arreau (Inns: H. d' Angleterre, good ; 
H. de France, clean and comfort- 
able, with moderate charges; H. du 
Commerce) is a small and dull town, 
nowise remarkable except for its situa- 
tion, nearly in the midst of the Val 
d'Aure, which runs up into the Pyre- 
nees, between the Val de Campan and 
the Val de Luchon, at the junction 
of the Nestes (or torrents) de Louron 
and d'Aure, which turn several saw- 
mills: the number of Inhabitants is 
about 1298. Here is a curious castel- 
lated Chwch of the Templars. 

Lower down the valley, near Sarrin- 
colin, are the marble quarries of Bey- 
rede and Camous. 

[The upper part of the Val d^Aure 
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unfolds scenery whose extreme beauty j 
and magnificence will well recompense ; 
the pedestrian disposed to explore it, 
and prepared for the wretched accom- 1 
modation which is to be found. Indeed 
it will be advisable to take provisions 
of some kind, or at least white bread. 
GMre may be reached in one very long 
day from Arreau by starting early. It 
will be best to sleep at Castel (chez 
le Garde Forestier), whence there is a 
small cart-road to the magnificent Lac 
d'Orredon (see Rte. 85), 3 hrs.' walk, j 
A good road, along the 1. bank of the 
Neste, leads through the villages of 
Cade'ac (J hr.; Inn and baths), An- 
cisan, Guchen, all aUcient settlements 
of the Templars, to 

5i m. Vielle (Aure), chief village of 
385 Inhab., with a wretched Inn (H. 
d'Espagne). Over this part of the 
valley the Pics d'Arbizon and (TAzet 
rise in great grandeur. The road 
crosses the river to 

7 m. St. Lary — French custom- 
house station. The road for wheeled 
vehicles ends at 

2 m. Tramesaigues (small Inn), a 
village having sulphureons springs, 
a very picturesque ruined castle on a 
height, and a curious Ch. of the 
Templars, with a wooden clock tower, 
and a singularly ornamented door. It 
is one of the most romantic spots in 
the Pyrenees. You may cross here by 
a bridge and return to Vielle by the rt. 
bank (1 hr.). The upper part of the 
valley, however, is well worth ex- 
ploring by persons who can rough it. 
A ruined arch above the village is a 
relic of the defences by which the 
Spaniards barred the valley. At 
Tramesaigues the valley divides, and 
2 paths strike ofi" into Spain, one S. by 
the Port de Plan or Col d'Ordiset, the 
other inclining to S.W., passing Ara- 
gnouet (poor Inn), 7 m. from St. Lary, 
by the Port de Bielsa. From Ara- 
guouet a path ascends over the Port de 
Cambiel (8500 ft. 6^ hrs. from Ara- 
gnouet), a depression between the 
mountains of Cambiel and the Pic des 
Aiguillons, whence the Vignemale and 
M. Pprdu are well seen, to G^dre at the 
mouth of the Val d'Heas (Rte. 85c)]. 

There is a mule-path from Arreau 



to Luchon^ by the Port de Pierre' 
fitte (20 m., 7 hrs.' walk), which is 
loftier and finer in point of scenery 
than the Col de Peyresourde, but a 
bad road ; a guide will be useful at 
least up to the Col, which it is difficult 
to find. A carriage-road in progress. 

A carriage-road, very circuitous from 
its windings and zigzags, has been 
made from Arreau over the Port de 
Peyresourde to Luchon (6 hrs.). It 
runs up the valley of the Louron, 
which, at first narrow, widens out, 
and becomes populous higher up, and 
is studded witii a number of feu- 
dal castles, now in ruins, but which 
once defended the passage into Spain, 
perched on conical rocks. That of Bor- 
d^res, on the 1. bank, was a strong- 
hold of the Counts of Armagnac, 
owners of the valley, the last of whom, 
John v., in the reign of Louis XI., 
147 5, on account of his incestuous union 
with his sister, was excommunicated by 
the Pope, and deprived of his princely 
domains by Louis. Below this, looking 
back, there is a good view of the wind- 
ings of the road to the Col d'Aspjnand 
of the town of Arreau, which looks 
well only at a distance. Passing 
Avejan and Adervielle, near the slate- 
quarries of Genos, the road crosses the 
river, and quits the valley by^a rapid 
ascent. 

Loudervielle (poor Inn), distinguished 
by its square feudal watch-tower pro- 
jecting over the valley. 

[Above Gtenos, the vale of the Louron 
divides into 2 branches, terminating in 
the Ports de la Pez and de Clarabide, 
leading into Spain, but difficult, if not 
dangerous, and little used ; and be- 
tween the bifurcation to these passes 
rises the grand Pic du Midi de Ginos.] 

The ascent above Loudervielle is 
by zigzags, short, numerous^ and 
abrupt. The beauties of the valley 
of Louron are soon hidden from view, 
and by a long pull the Port de Pey' 
resQurde \a reached, 4452 ft. above 
the sea, which separates the Val de 
Louron from thatof I'Arbousty covered 
with coarse pasturage dotted over with 
a few fir-trees. The view from the sum- 
mit is limited. Cultivation is carried 
up very high iu the opposite valley; but 
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the ask woods (arbtista), from wMoh, 
doubtlefls, it derivee its name, are great- 
I7 diminished. Before deeoending, a 
narrow path, difficult for horses, stnkes 
off on the rt. direct to the Lao dPOo 
(Bte. 87). The carriage-road to Lu- 
chon makes a considerable detour, 
descending the valley nearly as far 
as an ancient, half-ruined, solitary ch., 
planted on a singular mound, by the 
side of which rises the brand or split 
fir-tree set in readiness to be lighted 
on "The Eve of St. John." Evidences 
of ancient glaciers are very conspicuous 
in this valley, especially at Qaren — 
vast moraine. 

CoLzeamue village has a Romanesque 
Churoh of 12th cent., containing rude 
carvings and mural paintings. [Here 
the path to Lac d'Oo from Luchon 
turns off rt. (Rte, 87.)] St, Aoentin, 
another primitive, Romanesque ch., 
contains the relics of that saint, who 
was martyrized here, after being shut 
up in the ruined CasteUBUmccU^ His 
body was discovered, 300 years after, 
by a bull lowing and pawing up the 
earth, and was placed in a rude shrine 
behind the altar of the ch. See the 
S. porch, and 3 Roman altars built into 
the wgJIs. 

After crossing the minor stream of 
the Oheil beyond St. Aventin, the fine 
avenue called All^e des Soupirs leads 
into 

Luchon (Rte. 89). 



ROUTE 87. 
bagrI:be8 de ldchon to lac d'oo— 

TH£ FROZEN LAKES, POBT d'oO, AND 
YENASQUE. 

This is one of the most interesting 
excursions in the Pyrenees ; no spot in 
the whole chain surpassing in beauty 
the Lac d'Oo; it may be performed on 
horseback, and in carriage as far as 
Astau. 

hr. mln. 
StAventia .... 1 

Cazeaux 25 

6 m. Co village 35 

Granges d'ABtan . . 1 
4 m. Lac d'Oo (cabaoe) . . 35 



In ordeiT to reach the Lao d'Oo 
turn to the S., 1., at the village 
of Cazeaux, on the road to B. de 
Bigorre (Rte. 86) ; and by a very nar- 
row and stony bridle-path, through 
the fields and along the . slopes of a 
hill which drops down upon the vll> 
lage d'Oo, the path enters the Val d'Oo^ 
at whose upper end lies the Lac, is 
called. It is very narrow and deep, 
closed in by impending mountains, 
and at its head by glaciers. The horse- 
path up it crosses the clear stream 
of the Oo, outside of the village, 
and following the rt. bank, threads 
stony lanes between pastures of vivid 
green under the shade of ash-trees, 
Next, it emerges upon open meadows. 
Beyond the Granges d^ Astau (Lasalle 
will supplv refreshments here, and 
horses to the lake) (rt. the fiEdl called 
Chevalure de la Madeleine) it begins 
to mount, by a long series of zigzags^ 
a high step stretching across the val- 
ley, which from below or above appears 
a precipice, yet is made accessible 
for horses, but is very toilsome to 
surmount. We now enter the fir- 
woods; the mountains, sternly grand, 
rise beetling over the path. On ar- 
riving at the top, the valley is seen to 
be traversed from side to side by a na« 
tural dam of slate rocks, whose strata 
are vertical. Behind this the little oval 
basin, called Lac d*Oo, or de SeculSjo, 
lies snugly cradled, shut in all round, 
save on the side of the dam, by pre- 
cipices of great height, which, though 
vertical, are tinged green by partial ve- 
getation. In front, a very fine cascade, 
upwards of 800 ft. in height, forms the 
centre of the picture, and is reflected 
in a white streak upon the dark mirror 
of the lake below. The waters of the 
lake escape in a fall over a gap in the 
slate-dam already mentioned, upon 
which also stands a hut (^Cabane) where 
horses may be put up, and refresh- 
ment (trout, &c.) obtained. The hut 
contains 5 or 6 beds, not exempt from 
fleas even at this great elevation 
(3200 ft.), and will be found desirable 
quarters for a mountaineer wishing to 
explore the scenery aroimd. The hike 
is about ^ m. in diameter : it will be 
worth while to row across it, approach 
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the waterfall and thorouglily ei\joy the 
grandeur of the scene. It abounds 
with trout. Here a small toll, 25 c. for 
every horse and person, is paid for 
keeping up the path, which higher up 
ceases to be practicable for horses. 

By the Frozen Lakes and Port cTOo to 
Venaaque in Spain, 
hrs. min. 
Iac d'Espingo ... 1 15 \ 
TuocSaouusat ... 20 1 Take a guide 
Lac Coume de la Baqu9 2 o\ and provisions 

Lac Glace 2 1 for the Jonmey 

Portd'Oo 60 1 

Vald'ABtos, In Spain. 
Venasqae 8 30 

%* It will take about 4 hrs. to descend from 
liie Port d'Oo to the Lac d'Oo, and li hr. thence 
to Luchon. 

There is a great charm in the frozen 
lakes which occur in this part of the 
Pyi'enees — ^bedded in glaciers, and at 
times to be seen with icebergs floating 
on their surface. 

The waterfall of the Lac d'Oo is fed 
from a still higher reservoir, the Lac 
d*Espingon, drawing its supplies from 
the contiguous glaciers. It may be 
reached either by a narrow path along 
the 1. or E. margin of the Lac d'Oo, or 
by crossing it in the boat kept to convey 
people to the foot of the fall, and then 
by clambering up at the side of it 
through a rent in the slate rock, whose 
broken laminations serve as steps 
(I'Escala); next, passing above the cas- 
cade, it reaches the lake d^Espingon, H 
hour's walk from Lac d'Oo. The savage 
wildness and awful stillness of this 
scene render it very impressive. There 
is a third lake a little beyond it, called 
tSaousat, in which fish cannot live, 
lying at the foot of the Pic de 
Spijole, amidst scenery far more savage 
tha^ that of the lake d'Oo. The rest 
of the way is pathless, and for some 
distance over beds of snow, and diffi- 
cult to explore without a guide. The 
course usually taken is to leave on 
the 1. the 3rd lake and also a 4th, 
a mere tarn, called Coume de la 
Baque. Above this the stream divides. 
Ascend by the rt.-hand branch, and 2 
hrs. of hard climbing, and 1 of fatiguing 
scramble, succeed. Some rounded 
«ummit8 of rook and snowy banks are 



next crossed, until the summit is 
reached, the rocky edge of a basin 
filled with snow, in whose depths lies 
a 5th lake (Zoo Olactf, or Lac de 
Portillon), which remains ice-bound 
nearly throughout the year, fed by an 
extensive glacier. A walk of 1^ m. 
across this snowy basin leads to the 
col called Fort d^Oo, 9848 ft. above the 
sea-level, and exceeded by very few 
among the Alps, leading down the Val 
d'Astos to the Spanish town of Ve- 
nasque (Rte. 90). There is here no 
gap or opening in the rocky wall, only 
a narrow ridge, 20 ft. wide, com- 
manding a scene of extreme wildness. 
The view is not very extensive. The 
Pic de Posets is the chief object on the 
Spanish side ; its glacier is the second 
in extent, next to that of the Mala- 
detta, among the Pyrenees. 

It is 5 hrs.' walk from the Port d'Oo 
to Venasque, descending the rocks 
S.S.W., leaving on rt. a small lake, 
and following a tributary of the £s- 
sera into the Val d'Astos, passing the 
Cabane de Turmes. (Rte. 90.) 

There is a second pass to Venasque 
from the Laos Glac^ over the Fortilian, 
the scenery around which is niagni> 
ficent; one of the loftiest passes in the 
Pyrenees (9984 ft.) 



ROUTE 88. 

FAU TO BAON^RES DE BIGORRE, B7 
LOUBDES AND TABBES. — RAIL. 



Pan to Lourdes Stat 
Tarbes .... 
Bagn^res de Bigoire 



KiL 
39 
59 
81 



Kiles. 
24 
36 
50 



The line from Pau to Lourdes is de- 
scribed in Rte 85. 

24m. Tarbes Stat. (Buffet.) {Inns: 
H. de la Paix, good ; H. du Grand 
Soleil ; H. de I'Europe ; H. du Com- 
merce.) Pop. 15,658. Chief town of 
the Dept. des Hautes Pyrenees, plea- 
santly situated on the Adour, in the 
midst of a fertile plain, in full view 
of the Pyrenees. It has some manu- 
factures, but few objects of interest. 
The Place Maubourguet is a fine open 
space in the centre of the town, and 
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contains the pi*incipftl inns and caf^. 
The Place Maroadieu is still larger, and 
is used for the markets and the ex> 
tensive yearly fairs, when the varions 
costumes collected are worth seeing. 
In the fine JardUn Massey will be found 
a museum, with some good pictures, 
&c. There is also a pleasant walk by 
the side of the river. There is a 
fine bridge over the Adonr, and a 
portion of its water is distributed in 
canals through the town. The Go- 
vernment has a stud (Haras) here for 
improving the breed of horses. . The 
chief buUding is a modem Gathedt'al, 
said to occupy the site of the Castle 
of the Counts of Bigorre, of which 
Tarbes (the city of the Tarbelli) was 
the capital. The English monarchs 
retained possession of Bigorre, which, 
with Guienne, formed the dowry of 
Queen Eleanor, for 300 years, down to 
the reign of Charles VII. The Black 
Prince kept his court at Tarbes; Frois- 
sart describes his visit to the Count 
d'Armagnac there. 

The distant view of the Pyrenees 
is scarcely equal to that from Pau, 
but the Pic du Midi de Bigorre and 
the Balai'tous are conspicuous objects. 
Tarbes was the birthplace (1755) of the 
infamous Bair^re, of the National Con- 
vention, one of the most cruel of the 
monsters of the First Revolution. 

A smart action was fought at Tarbes, 
in the interval between the battle of 
Orthez and that of Toulouse, in which 
the British army drove the French 
from their position, and compelled 
them to retreat. One French brigade 
was attacked by the 3 rifle battalions : 
— *' The fight was short, yet wonder- 
fully fierce and violent; for the French, 
probably thinking their opponents to 
be Portuguese, on account of their 
green dress, charged with great hardi- 
ness, and being encountered by men 
not accustomed to yield, they fought 
muzzle to muzzle, and it was difficult 
to judge at first who would win. At 
last the French gave way." — Napier, 
But out of the 120 men who fell on 
the side of the British, there were 12 
officers and 80 men of the Rifles. 

Tarbes is the key to the commimi- 
cations with all parts of the Pyrenees. 



Railway — ^to Bordeaux, by Aire and 
Mont de Marsan — ^to Lourdes, Pau, 
and Bayonne — to Auch, Agen, €ind 
Perigueux (the most direct route from 
this part of the Pyrenees to Paris) — ^to 
Montrejeau, Toulouse, Cette, and Mar- 
seilles — to Bagneres de Bigorre. 

From Tarbes the railroad ascends the 
1. bank of the Adour ; gradually ad- 
vancing within the embrace of the 
mountains, which rise in height in 
proportion as we advance. The coun- 
try is richly cultivated, copiously irri- 
gated, and thickly peopled ; no less than 
8 villages being passed on this stage. 
A little off the rly. lies the Chd,teau 
d'Odos, where Marguerite Queen of 
Navarre, sister of Francis I., died, 
1549. Near Montgailittrd, the car- 
riage-road from Lourdes falls in on 
the rt. At Trebons, the Val Loussouet 
opens out on the rt., and runs up 
towards the Pic de Peyre and Pic de 
Montaigu. . 

A little below Pouzac is a circular 
church, like that of the Templars at 
Luz. The knoll passed a little behind 
the village of Pouzac, before reaching 
the town, is the Camp de Cesar j so called 
from an intrenchment upon it. About 
2 m. before reaching Bigorre, on the 
i*t. bank of the Adour, near the far- 
ther extremity of a wooden bridge over 
that river, the geologist will discover 
a knob of hornblende rock (ophite), 
which appears to have affected the 
rocks about it, since a little lower 
down the granite is found decomposed, 
intermixed with a limestone which has 
asdumed a large granular structure. 

14m. Bagndret de Bigorre (or Bag- 
neres) Stat. {Irms : H. de Londres, 
very good; H. de Paris, good; H. 
de France, good cuisine ; H. Frascati, 
a large establishment, including mine- 
ral baths and springs, a concert-room, 
billiard and coffee rooms. The average 
daily charge at the above hotels is 
10 frs. ; H. du Grand Soleil; H. du 
Bon Pasteur, good ; H. de la Paix.) 

Bagneres is the most town-like of the 
Pyrenean watering-places in extent, 
amusements, shops, general resources, 
&c., having a permanent population of 
9433, often augmented by 6000 or 8000 
strangers intent upon pleaaiu*e as well 
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as health, during the season, which 
lasts from the end of June to the end 
of September. It is a cheerful town of 
whitewashed houses, set off with blue 
marble window-sills and door-jambs, 
delightfully situated, just where the 
plain of Tarbes begins te contract into 
the vale of Campan, and the slopes 
which bound it to change from hills into 
mountains, whose noble peaks and 
masses rismg to the S. form the back- 
ground of all the beautiful views in and 
about the town, while undulatingslopes, 
trees, fields of maize, vines, and villas 
fill up the foreground. It stands at a 
height of only 1820 ffc. above the sea- 
level; and its drawbacks are the great 
heat, dust, and glare during part of the 
summer, unfanned by the mountain 
breezes. The Adour, on whose 1. bank 
it is built, is here greatly reduced in 
breadth and volume by the numerous 
artificial cuts and canals, which borrow 
its waters for the purpose of irrigation, 
and to turn marble, paper, and other 
mills. A large part of these streams 
also is made to circulate through the 
streets ; and thus they contribute to 
clean them, while they freshen the air. 
Every street and lane has its own clear 
watercourse, at which the housewives 
wash their Imen and domestic vessels 
before their own doors ; while to the 
deeper channels, hoi*ses, asses, and pigs 
repair twice a day, and, after wading 
knee deep, are ladled over with water 
thrown upon their backs from a 
wooden scoop. 

Montaigne preferred Bigorre to all 
the Eaux-Thermales which he had visit- 
ed, '' comme celles oti il y avait plus 
d'am^nit^ de lieu, commodity de logis, 
de vivre, et de bonne compagnie;" and 
on almost all these heads it still conti- 
nues to deserve this commendation. 
The climate is warmer and less variable 
than that of the watering-places in the 
moimtains; the cost of living and price 
of provisioned are moderate, lodgings 
being very numerous, since almost 
every householder in tjhe town lets 
either part or the whole of his house. 

To the passing traveller its chief 
attractions are the picturesque beau- 
ties of the valleys and mountains 
around, which afford endless resources: 



the town itself has scarcely any cu- 
riosities or sights, but is the head- 
quarters of the Societe Bamond,- whose 
quarterly bulletin is a record of^Pyre- 
nean studies and explorations, and who 
publish a list of guides reconmiended 
in the various districts. 

The collections formed by the late 
Messrs. Davezac and Philippe, and 
those of M. Frossilrd and Vaussenat, 
will interest the geologist. 

The tall, octagonal, Gothic tower, 
rising near the H. de France, belonged 
to a church of Dominican friars, sup- 
pressed at the Revolution. The €h, 
of St. John, which belonged to the 
Templars, but is now converted into a 
playhouse, retains a fine pointed door> 
way, enriched with moulcUngs. One or 
two feudal towers remain of the ancient 
fortifioations, relics of the days when 
Froissart describes Bagn^res as '' une 
bonne, grosse ville, ferm^," whose 
peace^l citizens suffered sorely from 
a neighbouring den of thieves, or 
castle, or, to borrow Froissart's words, 
'* Geuz d'icelle ville avoyent trop fort 
temps, car ils estoyent guerroy^ et 
harri^ de ceux de Malvoisin qui sied 
sur ime montagne." (See Rte. 89.) 
Bagn^res was ceded to the English 
by the Treaty of Bretigny; and, as a 
border fortress on a line of passage 
into Spain, it was taken by Henry of 
Trastamare by storm, after the death 
of his brother Peter the Cruel. One 
of the towers, called de Malfourat, still 
stands opposite the Thermos. 

Bagn^res de Bigorre owes its repu- 
tation as a watering-place to its warm 
saline springs, varying in temperature 
from 87*^ to 123<^ Fahrenheit. They are 
beneficial in affections of the digestive 
organs, and resemble those of Baden- 
Baden, but contain a smaller quantity 
of saline substances. They were known 
to the Romans, as inscriptions found 
in and near the town prove; indeed 
the name Bagn^res is not improbably 
traced to the Latin ''Balnearia." The 
sources rise, to the number of about 
40, within the space of 10 or 12 acres, 
out of a shaly, calcareous rock. 

The Public Bathing Establishment, or 
Thermes, situated at the extremity of 
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the town, under Mont Olivet, is the 
largest building in it. The six springs. 
La Reine (named from Jeanne de Na- 
varre, mother of Henri IV., who used 
it 1567), Le Daiuphin, Eoi de Lannes, 
St. Roch, Foulon, and Des Yeux, are 
conveyed into the building and dis- 
tributed among its 29 baths and 4 
douches. The water is previously re- 
ceived and cooled down in open tanks; 
and it is in this process that the sub- 
stance called Baregine, but whose na- 
ture, whether animal or vegetable, has 
not yet been clearly ascertained, col- 
lects on the surface. 

Beside the Thermos is the large 
Casino, where balls, concerts, and other 
amusements are provided during the 
season. 

There are about 20 other bath esta- 
blishments in and around the town; 
indeed it. is only necessary to bore into 
the ground to a certain depth to obtain 
with certainty a warm saline spring. 
The most fashionable and frequent^ 
bath, and the water apparently most 
efficacious, is that of Le Salut, rather 
less than a mile out of the town, }n a 
spacious recess on the flank of the 
Monn^ Mil. The bath-house is a soli- 
tary building, approached by a long 
avenue of poplars, winding through 
the pretty green valley, crowded at 
all hours, but chiefly in the morning, 
by bathers on horseback or foot, or 
in sedan-chairs. It contains only 10 
batbB, so that, during the season, they 
are in request at all hours. The water 
of the Stdut is saline, \^th a sulphu- 
reous smell, from which it has the 
property of blaoflnening silver. It has 
scarcely any perceptible taste, only a 
sort of milky feel in the mouth. 

Bagn^s also possesses a chalybeate 
spring, Fontaine Ferrugineuae (or d'An- 
gouldme), situated on the E. flank of 
the Mont Olivet, in the direction of 
the village of Pouzac. 

The vale of Campan above Bagneres 
abounds in the beautiful marbles for 
which the Pyrenees are famed; they 
are much used in Paris, and the work- 
ing of them gives employment to many 
persons here. The Marbrerie of M. 
O^ruzet is on a very extensive scale, 
and the modes of cutting, turn- 



ing in the lathe, and polishing la^e 
blocks, by machinery moved by the 
river, are well worth seeing. Tables, 
chimney-pieces, buffets, pillars, slabs, 
as well as vases and other articles, are 
made here ; and no less than 20 vari- 
eties of marble are employed. The 
prices are not extravagant : a list of 
the different varieties is printed with 
the cost. The most beautiful are the 
green and flesh-coloured marbles of 
Campan, the blood-red or Griotte, 
flUed with fossilized shells, whose 
spirals are disclosed in cutting. 
^ In the secluded and picturesque 
Elisee-Gottin Glen, 2 m. from Ba^ 
gn^res, Madame Gottin wrote 'Eliza- 
beth, or the Exiles of Siberia.* 

M. G^ruzet is the principal banker 
and correspondent of Messrs. Coutts of 
London. 

The knitting of the fine wool of the 
Pyrenees, brought from Spain, gives 
employment to the greater part of the 
females, yoimg and old, in and about 
the town, who may be seen sitting at 
their cottage-doors, in the roads and 
streets, hard at woi^. The skrticles 
made here are counterpanes, mittens, 
aprons, caps, work-bags, besides shawls 
and scarfs of woollen gauze, rivalling in 
thinness flue lace. The so-called crepe 
de Bareges is made here and at Luz. 
The principal d^pdt for these articles 
is at Mademoiselle Laffargue's. 

Eng, Physician, Dr. Bagnell of Pan, 
spends the summer here. 

The Eng, Prot, Service is celebrated 
twice a day on Sundays by a resident 
chaplain, in a handsome Church dedi- 
cated to the Holy Trinity. There is a 
permanent Prot. Fr. Service throughout 
the year. 

Goodfiy-fishing in the Adour between 
Bagneres and Tarbea. 

Diligences — Daily to Luohon: to 
St. Sauveur, Luz, Bareges (by the 
Tourmalet). (See Bte. 85, D.) 

Railways to Bordeaux, by Tarbes; 
to Toulouse ; to Paris, by Tarbes, 
Auch, Agen, P^rigueux, &c. 

Guides and ponies for excursions in 
the mountains are numerous. The 
landlords of the H. de France or other 
inns will recommend the most trust- 
worthy. 
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Chaises a porteurs, or sedan-ohairs, 
are much used by mvalidB to go to the 
baths. To be carried to the Bam de 
Salut and back costs 1 fr. 

The Promenades most frequented in 
and near the town (besides the Avenues 
de Salut already mentioned) are the 
Coustous, a long platform in the midst 
of the town, lined with houses and 
cafes; shaded with trees, under which 
a sort of fair is kept up throughout 
the season. It is crowded in the cool 
of the evening. The Alices de Mam- 
tenon, a row of trees planted along a 
bank above the road leading to Cam- 
pan. The pleasantest walk in the mom> 
ing will be along the slopes of the Mont 
Olivet, the wooded hill rising behind 
the Thermes. Numerous shady paths 
are cut through the trees, whence you 
may survey the vale of the Adour. 
One path skirting the flanks of the hill 
leads to the chalybeate spring. 

In the rear of Mont Olivet and of 
the Bains de Salut rises the loftier 
cone-shaped Mont B4dat, which takes 
more than half an hour to ascend, and 
is accessible on horseback ; it contains 
a large cavern inhabited by number- 
less bats. Fine panoramic view. 

By crossing the two bridges over 
the main streams of the Adour, by 
which the road to Toulouse quits the 
town, and turning to the rt., after 
passing the second, up a steep road in 
zigzags, the Palombi&re is reached ; a 
row of trees on the top of the hill, be- 
tween which the birdcatchers stretch 
their nets in September and October, 
to take the flocks of migratory wild 
pigeons, aided by boys hoisted alofb in 
u sort of cradle at the top of a pair of 
poles 130 to 150 ft. high above the 
ground — a position which seems ter- 
rific, owing to the bending of the poles 
beneath their weight. On the ap- 
proach of the birds the boy throws 
down a piece of wood somewhat in the 
shape of a pigeon, which making a 
whizzing noise causes the birds to stoop 
in their flight, so as to come within 
the reach of the net, which is allowed 
to fall on them by loosening the 
cords. There is scarcely a better 
point than thid to look up the valley 



of Campan and survey the magnificent 
mountaons at its head, bounding it on 
the S.W.; the Pic du Midi and tl\e 
Pic de Montaigu, with the PMie {Pen 
or Ben, Celtic, head) de I'H^ris rising 
on the 1. In the midst, the white 
buildings of Bagn^res are spread out, 
backed by the dark masses of the Mont 
Olivet, the B6dat, &c. The Adpur 
figures little in the view, so much are 
its streams frittered away ; but below 
the town to the N. its wide, cultivated 
plain spreads out for miles and miles, 
until it unites with that of the Ga' 
ronne. 

More distant Excursions, of great 
beauty and interest, are to the Valley 
of Gripp and its cascades; to Trames- 
aigues (Rte. 85, d) ; to Paillole and the 
marble quarries (Rte. 86). 

The most beautiful scenery of the 
Vale of Campan will be found within 
the branch of it called Val Lesponne, 
opening out near the Chftteau de St. 
Paul, and running up between the Pic du 
Midi de Bagn^res on the S. and the Pic 
. de Montaigu on thd N. Its lower portion 
has chiefly the pastoral character of rich 
verdure, alternating with cultivated 
fields. Beyond the village Lesponne it 
contracts in width, its aspect alters 
and becomes wilder; bare rocks and 
rugged crags succeed to dark forests of 
beech and pine : the forms of the 
mountains are very striking. About 2 
m. above Lesponne a gorge, opening on 
the rt., displays the entire mass of the 
Pic de Montaigu; and the streamlet 
traversing it kiescends the steep rocks 
in a pretty fall. Carriage-road to near 
the head of the Val Lesponne, bridle- 
path beyond. EEalf an hour's walk 
farther, and the valley divides : the 
branch on the rt. leads, in 8 h., over 
the -peaa called Hourquette de Baran^, 
to Pierrefitte in the Val d'Argeles; 
that on the 1., disclosing the noble 
form of the Pic du Midi de Bagn^res, 
leads up to the Lac Bleu (6424 ft.), 
6 to 7 hrs.' walk from Bagn^rea de 
Bigorre, in which the stream of the 
Vfd Lesponne takes its rise. The 
ascent to it is very steep and fatiguiiig, 
though it can be achieved by ladies: 
it is cut through the mica-slate rock. 
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covered at firat by a wood, beyond 
which are extensive pasturages. The 
lake itself is an oval basin, about 
1 m. long, at the top of a moun- 
tain, surrounded by bare craggy 
peaks, within whose declivities the 
snow always remains. It is a solitary 
spot, and a stillness almost death^like 
reigns around. It might be dreary, 
but for the rich warm colouring of 
the rocks, the depth and stillness of 
the water, and its intense blue, whence 
it takes its name. Beside the lake 
stands a small Inn, where bad food 
and worse accommodation are supplied 
at high prices. 

The Lao Vert or de Peyrelade is a 
smaller tarn and inferior in beauty, 
though picturesquely situated beneath 
the precipices of the Pic du Midi de 
Bigorre. It is reached by the gorge 
passed on the 1. of the road a little 
before coming to that leading to the 
Lac Bleu. A path practicable for 
horses leads up a long gradual slope 
E. of Lao Bleu to the Col d'Aoube, 
and then descends by the gorge beyond 
the Col S. to the old road from the 
Tourmalet to Bareges, which place 
may thus be reached in about 3 hrs. 
from Lac Bleu. 



ROUTE 89. 

BAGNERES DE BIGOBRE TO LUCHON. 

1. By carriage*road over the Col 
d'Aspin (grand scenery, see Rte. 86) 
7 to 8 hrs., exclusive of rest at Arreau. 

2. Rly. Tarbes to Montrejeau, 3j^ 
hrs. Diligence on to (24 m.) Luchon 
— 4 hrs. (rly. in progress). 

Although a wide detour it will take 
less time than the hilly road to return 
from Bagn^s de Bigorre to Tarbes 
(pte, 88), attd then proceed by rly, to 



11m, Toumay Stat, froad of 8 m. to 
Escaladieu, The post-nouse occupies 
part of the buildmgs of the ancient 
Abbey, now in ruins, charmingly placed 
on the borders of the Aitos. It 
now belongs to a gentleman of Bor- 
deaux, who has fitted up a portion of 
the building as a dwelling. The chapel 
remains, with some fragments of Gk>thic 
sculpture. A little beyond it, on the 
road to Capvem, the ruins of the 
Castle Manvezin (i. e. Mauvais Voisin, 
a name given by the inhabitants of 
the neighbouring towns, who suffered 
from the depredations of the bands 
of marauders sheltered in this strong- 
hold) crown a detached hill. It wit- 
nessed many exploits during the 
occupation of this country by the 
English. It was besieged 1374, by 
the Due d'Anjou, with an army of 
8000 men; and the strength of the 
castle was so great that it would have 
held out for a very long time, but, the 
well which supplied it being without 
the walls, the besiegers cut off the 
communication, and as the weather 
was hot and the cisterns dry, not a 
drop of rain having fallen for six weeks, 
the garrison were obliged to come to 
terms. The Duo d'Anjou allowed 
them to depart, saying, "Get about 
your business, each of you to your 
own countries, without entering any 
fort that holds out against us; for if 
you do so, and I get hold of you, I 
will deliver you up to JoceCn (his 
headsman), who will shave you with- 
out a razor." He also allowed them 
to carry off as much of their booty as 
they could convey in trunks on sumpter 
horses. — See Froissart.] 

7 m. Capvem Stat., on one side of 
the village, ^ m. off, in a retired nook, 
are the Sulphureous Springs of Cap^ 
vem, having a bathing establishment, 2 
hotels (de France, des Pyrenees), and 
several lodging-houses attached to it. 
It is a place of increasing resort, owing 
to the virtues of its waters. 

4 m. Lannemezan Stat. The village 
is at some distance from the rly. on 1. 
(Fnn not good). The little chapel 
shows an opening by which the Cagois 
might hear mass fpom the outride, 



354 



Boute 89. — Montrejeau, — Comminges. Sect. IV. 



not being allowed to enter. This was 
in use down to the end of the 17tli 
cent. The tents of the large military 
camp, lately established on the sur- 
rounding plateau, may be seen from 
the line. From here the post-road 
branches off on rt. to Arreau, passing 
through La Barthe, following the val- 
ley of the Neste, where there is a 
good country inn. 

12 m. Montr^eau Junct. Stat. (Buffet, 
good table-d'hote 3 fr. 50), a town of 
^^832 Inhab., in front of the opening of 
the Valley of the Qaronne, whose yista 
is terminated by the grand peaks and 
ridges attached to the Monts Maudits, 
ranking among the highest of the Py- 
renees ; at whose foot, on the S., rises 
the Ebro^ and on the N. the Ga- 
ronne. It is a truly magnificent view. 
The stream of the Neste d'Aure falls 
into the Garonne near here (Rte. 91). 
The carriage-road to Luchon (24 m., 
4 hrs., diligence meets train — rly. in 
progress), crossing the Qaronnei begins 
to ascend its valley. 

[On its rt. bank (1^ m. off the car- 
riage-road) lies the ancient walled 
town of 

3t. Bertrand de Commmges (Lug- 
dunum Convenarum) (/n»: H. de 
Comminges), situated at the opening of 
the Val de Barousse, upon and around 
a solitary rock, rising picturesquely 
out of the plain, and commanding a 
grand distant view of the Pyrenees. 
Its summit is crowned by a fine Gothic 
Church, date 1304-52, including a Ro- 
manesque W. front and tower; a nave 
without aisles, 1304-52, and a choir 
with 1 1 chapels partly Pointed, partly 
Renaissance, finished 1535. The choir 
and organ are ornamented with re- 
markable wood carvings. Obs, the 
70 carved StaUs, a Tree cf Jesse, the 
>high altar, the roodloft (jube), and 
the monument of Bp. Hugh de Cas- 
tillione (date 1351) in white marble. 
Upon the walls are rude paintings of the 
Miracles of St. Bertrand; and some 
relics of the saint are preserved in the 
sacristy. Here is himg up the skin of 
a crocodile, which is said to have in- 
fested the neighbourhood and to have 
been destroyed by the saint! The in- 
teresting Romanes(^ue cloisters are in 



the style of the 12th cent., with round 
arches on coupled shafts. This church 
was once a cat/iedral, and the town 
itself, now deserted (847 Inhab.), was 
the capital of a oomte, and a bishop's 
see. The extent of the Roman settle- 
ment is shown by the remains of 
buildings, sculptures, altars, disoovered 
here. The Ch. of St. Just, on the N.W. 
side of the hill, between St. B. and 
Valcabr^re, was built in the 11th cent., 
almost entirely of Roman fragments. 
Behind the altar is a curious stone 
shrine of St. Just. 

The Grotto of Gargas, 4 m. W. of 
St. Bertrand, in the wooded hill between 
the Garonne and Neste, is the finest 
in the Pyrenees for extent and the 
beauty of its stalactites, which have 
been in great part recklessly de- 
stroyed. Tickets of admission 1 fr., 
to be had at St. Bertrand.] 

The road to Luchon^ leaving St. 
Bertrand on one side, crosses the 
Garonne, by the Pont de Labroqu^re, 
and pursues its left bank, throu^ 
scenery of great interest, in which 
well-cultivated fields, inclosed by fes- 
toons of vines, hanging from tree to 
tree, form the foreground, and grand 
mountains, the distance, by 

Estenos, 12 m. from Montrejeau, 
and (2 m. before reaching here, road 
on rt. to MavUorC) continuing to near 
Cierp, where we quit the Qaronne, and 
enter the Valley of La Pique or of Lu- 
chon, which becomes its affluent below 
Cierp, a picturesque village both on ac- 
count of its antique cottages, and from 
its position, under cliffs which nearly 
overhang it, at a point where the 
vistas of 2 valleys, meeting, disclose 
noble views. There are quarries of a 
handsome marble near here. 

[A road runs from Cierp up the 
Valley of the Garonne (Vall^ d' Aran), 
one of the most beautiful in the Py- 
renees, to St. B^t, the last town of 
Franoe, situated in a narrow gorge 
between high mountains. (See Bte. 
89, f.) St. B^t is not more than 5 m. 
from the Spanish frontier^ at the Pont 
du Roi.] 

The Valley of Luchon, which ii 
very picturescjuely yarie4 YfiWi yfOQ\ 
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rook, liabitations, and cultivated fields, 
presents a succession of wild contrac- 
tions, and smiling basin* shaped ex- 
pansions, covered with verdure, the 
river alternately winding over the 
plain and dashing through the gorge; 
its upper end terminated by the grand 
snowy peaks contiguous to the Port 
de Yenasque. The road is carried on 
a regular terrace. Higher up, the iron- 
furnaces of Guron are passed. Near 
Cazaux is a defile which some have 
considered a work of art, and have 
attributed to the Romans. 

12 m. LoohoiL or Bagneres de Lu- 
chon. {Inns: H. Bonnemaison, or de 
Londres, best situation; H. d'Angle- 
terre, good, by arrangement, 10 frs. 
a day ; H. du Fare ; H. des Princes, 
both good ; H. Sacaron ; H. Riche- 
Ueu ; H. des Empereurs.) 

The hotel charges are usually reason- 
able, and there are plenty of good 
lodging-houses, though apartments are 
let at exorbitant prices; good restau- 
rants and cafes ; Oercles at the hotels 
Bonnemaison and du Pare. A small 
casino. 

No place in the Pyrenees equals in 
beauty of situation, in variety and 
interest of excursions, and in luxury 
and gaiety, Bagneres de Luchon. The 
mountains are loftier than those of 
Bigorre, and entirely surround the flat, 
fertile plain on the edge of which it 
stands (2063 ft.), forming a sort of 
oval basin in the very heart of the 
Pyrenees. Qn the W., close to the 
town, the Val de I'Arboust opens out ; 
on the S., high among the clouds, rise 
bare, serrated ridges, destitute of vege- 
tation, but contrasting grandly with 
the luxuriantly cropped plain near at 
hand. 

Luchon is a town of 3921 Inhab. 
It is much improved by the construc- 
tion of handsome houses, and is now 
a place of fashionable^ resort. The 
town is in plan a triangle, at the junc- 
tion of the One with the Pique : from 
each angle issues an avenue lined with 
houses : on the S.E. the AU^e d'^Qtigny, 
which leads to the Baths ; to the N.E. 
that of Barcugnar ; and to the N.W. 
the AU^e des Soupirs, ascending the 
valley of the One, The principal streets 



are the All€e de la Pique, leading bo the 
river, and the Oours d'Ebigny, a triple 
avenue of limes, 80 ft. wide, lined 
with buildings, including the principal 
inns and best lodging-houses. These 
All^s enable the pedestrian to move to 
a considerable distance under shade, 
protected frotn the sun, and enjoying 
the view of the mountains which close 
the upper end of the valley. This range 
of peaks and precipices screens from 
view the Maladetta, the Monarch of the 
Pyrenees. In the middle distance 
rises the tower of Oastel Vieil, which 
stops the mouth of the gorge to 
the S. 

At the S. end nf the Allied' ^tigny 
are the Baths, Mablissement- Thermal, 
a very fine building, faced with a 
colonnade of 28 marble pillars, lead- 
ing into a marble hall, des Pas Perdus. 
It stands in a pretty, well-kept garden, 
at the foot of a precipitous wooded 
hill of slate, called Super Bt^^res. 
The waters issue at the junction of 
the slate with the granite ; there are 
44 sulphureous, saline, and ferru- 
ginous sources; they vary in tempe- 
rature from 770 to 1520 Fahr. The 
waters are beneficial in rheumatic 
complaints, paralysis, and cutaneous 
disorders, but are injurious in nervous 
affections, and to persons of sanguine 
temperament. They are used inter- 
nally as well as in the form of baths. 
This building contains every species of 
bath ever invented; all constructed in 
the best style. Bathers enter their 
names in a book, in order jto secure 
their turn (num^o d'ordre) for bath- 
ing at fixed hours. The price of the 
baths varies from 60 c. to 2 frs. 

The drinking fountains are at the 
back of the baths ; others about 300 
yards farther up the valley. The 
waters are rendered palatable by the 
mixture of sirops and liqueurs. 

The Ferruginous Spring rises 1 J m. up 
the valley, just above Castel Vieil, in a 
romantic spot, but the water may be 
had fresh in Luchon every morning at 
50 c. the bottle. 

The Romans were well acquainted 
with the hot spriiigs of Luchon; many 
altars and inscriptions, now in the 
museum of Toulouse, have been dug 
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up here, some of them dedicated Beo 
Jjixoni, from whom the place would 
appear to be named. 

A building has been appropriated to 
the English Protestant Service. Con- 
tributions for its support are much 
required. 

Dr. Lambron has a high reputation 
as physician. Fee 10 fr. for a visit; 
20 &. when he visits patients at their 
homes. 

Zigzag paths rviu up the hill behind 
the baths, through the wood, and along 
the face of the hill; and have been ex- 
tended to the so-called English gar- 
dens — Jardins Anglais. 

The season of these baths is from 
June to the end of August , when 
they are crowded with French visitors, 
whose delight it is to go out riding 
in large paii^ies, and return charging 
in a body up the Oour d'fitigny, sing- 
ing, shouting, and cracking their whips 
with the greatest glee. 

About 200 horses and ponies are kept 
for hire, and are in constant request 
in fine weather. Guides: the follow- 
ing are experienced and trustworthy, 
and can furnish good horses: — Laf- 
font ; Jacques Sors Argarot, 53 AU^e 
d'Etigny; Jean Toumen (H. Bonne- 
maison) ; Baptiste Ciert ; and Bertrand 
Estrujo. LafFont, called Prince, is a 
good guide, and has very good horses : 
his w&e is an Englishwoman. 

Accurate models of the Pyrenees 
by L^zat are to be seen daily between 
12 and 6 (1 fr.) at the iStablissement 
Thermal, and should be studied before 
making excursions. 

N.B. — ^A necessary qualification for 
an excursion into Spain is that the guide 
should speak Spanish, which many do. 
At Luchon the quality of the horse 
is often of more importance than that 
of the guide. 

Diligences^-dBAly to Montrejeau Stat. 
(24 m.) on the rail to Toulouse; to 
Bagn^res de Bigorre. 

The inhabitants of the valley of 
Luchon and its tributaries appear an 
inferior race to those of the valleys ia 
the W,; not so well off, nor so well 



clothed. In their dress the berret gives 
place to an ugly night-cap, and the 
capulet, if retained, is black, instead of 
red. Beggars are very numerous, and 
goitres not uncommon ; yet the lower 
parts of the valleys are fertile, produo 
ing two crops of grain in the year; the 
first of wheat or maize, the second, 
late in September, when the fields are 
literally white, from the flowers of 
buckwheat. Many goats are kept, which 
find sufficient food in the luxuriant 
herbage on the rocks ; and the tinkling 
bells of the scampering flock, as they 
enter the town at sunset, produce a 
merry sound. 

The Cascade of Monfauban, on the E. 
side of the valley, is a very romantic 
spot, and, though the fall is inconsider- 
able, forms an agreeable walk. It is 
approached through a garden made by 
the cure of the village, who charges an 
entrance-fee of i fr. from each visitor. 

A farther scramble up the course 
of the stream will repay the pedes- 
trian by bringing him to another Fall ; 
and still farther on, after aboiit an 
hour's good walking, he will come to 
an Onle or vast circular excavation ,in 
the rock. Fine views into the valley 
beneath. The summit of the mountain, 
called Super Bagneres, rising 2832 ft. 
above the town, and made accessible for 
some distance bypaths from the village 
of St. Aventin, commands a nobly mag- 
nificent panorama of the flat land on 
the N., and of the mountains E., W., 
and S., including the Maladetta, whose 
glaciers s-pP®^ through a gap in the 
chain. The tourist may return to 
Luchon by descending from the top 
into the Val de Lys. 

The Excursions to be made from 
Luchon are superior to those from 
B. . de Bigorre, and are amongst the 
finest in the Pyrenees, a. That to the 
Lac de Secul^o or Lad d'Oo will b» 
found noticed in Rte. 87. 

a. 1. That to the Port de Venasque, 
perhaps the grandest of all (Rte. 90). 

b. Ascent of the Pic de ManntT -will 
repay the visitor for the fatigue of a 
ride of about 5 hours, descent In 4. 
A guide useful. Take provisions^ v^ 
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start uot later than 6 a.m. Follow 
the road to Arreau by the Col de 
Peyresourde (Kte. 87) nearly as far 
as St. Aventin, before which turn rt., 
N.W., into a bridle-road leading up 
the valley of Oheil, which traverse 
through its whole lengthy through the 
villages of Benque Debas and Benque 
Desfius and Mayregne, to Bourgdoueil 
(3^ hrs.). Here the horses rest at a 
poor cabaret. From Bourg to the Pass 
or Port de Pierrefitte is 1^ hr. (UJ m. 
fe'om Luchon), 5925 ft. above the sea, 
a grassy ridge, occupied by shepherds 
with their flocks; fierce dogs. There 
is a footway hence to Arreau, 8 m. in 
3 hrs., leaving on 1. the Lac de Bor- 
d^res, passing through Bareilles and 
Jezeau. From the Port to Pic de 
Monne on rt, is 40 min. (7044 ft.). 
You may ride all the way except about 
^ m. before reaching the top, where 
the mountain-path disappears. The 
panorama of mountains seen from the 
summit is magnificent, including the 
chief summits of the range, especially 
the Pic de Midi de Bigorre. The re- 
turn may be made through the Vallee 
de I'Arboust, which will lengthen the 
journey by 1 hour. 

c. The Pic de Bacanere (Black Cow), 
a mountain 12 m. K.E. of Luchon, 
rising midway between the valleys of 
the Pique and the Garonne, 7080 ft. 
above the sea, is an interesting 5 or 
6 hrs.' ride ; a guide will be needed. 
Take the road dovni the valley, 
through the villages Montauban, Juzet 
(see waterfall), where the steep ascent 
begins by the village ch. of Sode, turn- 
ing rt. to Artigues on the mountain 
sidp (view of Maladetta), to Cigalere, 
a pointed rock, like a ruined castle. 
Prom the top, when the sky is clear, 
the Nethou, Maladetta, Vignemale, 
Pic du Midi, and mountains of Cata- 
lonia may be seen, with the valleys 
of Aran and Luchon under our feet. 
This is one of the moat pleasing ex- 
cursions and ascents. Descending a 
little from the summit, past a small 
lake and. cabane, in 40 min. the Fales 
du Burat are reached, another ridge 
farther E., overlooking the valley of 
the Garonne. 



d. The Val de Lys, so called, not from 
its lilies, but from an old or provincial 
form of the word eau, water, owing to 
the number of its streams and water- 
falls, is a ride of 2 h. or a walk of 2^, 
the distance being 7 m. The road to 
it ascends the valley from the baths, 
having the Pique at some distance on 
the 1. 35 min. from the entrance it 
passes, also on the 1., the picturesque 
border tower of Castel Vieil, the hamlet 
of Bordes, perched on a projecting 
crag, the Cascade d*Enfer, before the 
mouth of the Gorge de St. Mamet, 
leading, by the pass of the Portillon 
d'Oo, into the Spanish Val of Astos. 

Returning to tiie Valley of La Pique, 
the road crosses the stream to its rt. 
b.ank. At Pont Bavi, leaving on the 
1. that to Venasque, it recrosses the 
Pique, to enter the fine wooded gorge 
out of which the Lys issues to unite 
with it. After a mile and a halfrf 
pleasant ride through the wood, imder 
the shade of beech and hazels, the 
gorge expands into a green pastoral 
valley, overlooked by very lofty moun- 
tains, girt with fir woods, especially at 
its upper end. It is there shut in by 
the snowy peaks and glaciers of the 
Crabioules, rising above ,the fir-clad 
precipices. The centre of this curtain 
of foliage is streaked by the white 
lines of the foaming cascades which 
form the lions of this valley. Tho 
principal one leaps down into the valley 
about 200 yards above the first of the 
two little Inns or Cabcmes {1^ hr.), 
where visitors put up their horses, and 
may obtain refreshments. The slale 
rock is cleft by a very narrow fissme 
or groove, called Trou d'Mif^, down 
which the fall, really a picturesque 0]|e, 
dashes. The pedestrian may spend ttii 
hour or 2 in visiting the series of 
falls behind the Cabane, accessible by 
paths and foot-bridges. The fall to 
the W., called Cascade de Cceur, is less 
striking in character ; it is fed by the 
glaciers of the Tuque de Maupas. The 
glacier of Crabioules, 2^ hirs. above 
the Cabane, is very difficult of ac- 
cess, owLDgto its steep inclination and 
its crevices. It. joins, on the W,, the 
glacier of the Portillon d'Oo and the 
Port d'Oo. The pedestrian may go to 
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Pique in front of the hospice, under 
the singular Pic rising on the 1. hand. 
On commencing the ascent, one 
would not easily conjecture that there 
was any means of exit for the path, 
much less in what particular point thA 
outlet exists by which the mountains 
are to be passed. The path ascends 
constantly in zigzags. At a spot called 
LeS Eulets a waterfall dasnes down 
in summer and avalanches in winter; 
to escape which, the path crosses 
the stream. A recess called Trou 
des Chaudronniers is so called be- 
cause a party of travelling tinkers 
were here overwhelmed in the snow. 
The sure-footed ponies climb up the 
stairlike paths like kids, over rough 
stones or fallen debris alternating with 
solid rock. Higher up a strong gusty 
wind blows down. About 3-4ths of 
the way up is a small ledge or re- 
cess in the face of the mountain, in 
which lie 4 small deep-simken tarns or 
ponds, frozen over a great part of the 
year. The steepness and the shortness 
of the zigzags increase near the top, 
where the path turns abruptly at every 
6 or 8 fb., and the ground is covered 
with loose splintery shale. The rocks 
in front hide all view until you enter 
the Port, awedge-shaped fissure cut into 
the crest of the mountain; — a mere 
gate, not more than 14 ft. wide. On 
passing this, you step from France into 
Spain, the boundary mark being an iron 
cross. To tarry in the singular portal 
or port-hole is hardly possible on 
account of the wind, which threatens 
to blow one back again more quickly 
than he had entered. It is more con- 
venient to descend the sloping rocks 
a little way to the fountain of Pena 
Blanca, there to halt and contemplate 
the scene. On reaching the mountain 
crest, a view, entirely concealed before^ 
opens out — an enormous mountain, the 
highest of the Pyrenees, La Maladetta, 
or Accursed, from the utterly barren 
and dreary air of it and everything 
about it. Its huge round top and 
ridges are covered with everlasting 
snow, except where one or two bristling 
black peaks break through it; its lower 

part is shrouded with scanty shattered of the Pe&a Bianca;, following th« 
fir-trees : a great gulf or deep i*avine windings of the £ssera^ and threading 



separates H from the bare slope on 
which you stand; not a sign of human 
habitation or cultivation; all around a 
desert. There are usually some Spanish 
carabineers watching the pass from the 
custom-house at Venasque . Horses are 
not allowed to enter Spain without a • 
permit, but no difficulty is made to 
their returning through the Port de 
la Picade, the usual route taken by 
excursionists. 

The Port de Venasque is 7930 ft. 
above the sea-level. On the W. of the 
port rises the Pic de Sauvegarde (9140 
ft.), commanding a view on all sides, 
even to Luchon on the N. The ascent 
requires an hr., the descent ^ hr. ; the 
Spanish authorities have madf a path 
to the summit, on which a toll of 1 fr. 
is levied on travellers : an English 
clergyman (Archdeacon Hardwick) 
perished bv losing his footing in pass- 
ing over Ine slaty screes which cover 
its very steep N. face, in 1859. * 

In the depths of the hollow below 
the Port de Venasque, within the 
Spanish territory, the Kssera takes its 
rise, and a low ridge stretching across 
at its head unites the Maladetta with 
the main chain and the mountains of 
the Poi-t de Venasque. To the E. of 
this ridge, on the 1., lies the lyou da 
Ta^ireau, an oval basin or gulf without 
visible outlet, excavated in the lime- 
stone rock to a depth of 80 ft., which, 
swallowing up the waters descending 
from the N.E. slope of the Maladetta, 
is believed to convey them under 
the intervening mountains into the 
Spanish valley of Artigues de Lin, 
where, rising again to light at the 
Goueil de Joueou (Eye of Jupiter), 
they form one of the Sources of the 
Garonne, The Trou de Taureau may 
be visited by a detour of 3 hrs., re- 
turning to the Port de la Picade. 



Thb Spahish town of Venasque is about 
as far from the Port to the S. as 
Luchon is to the N., i. e. a walk of 4 
hrs. ; but the way is very rough, 
descending by zigzags the steep slope 
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the mafis of rocks and rubbish fallen 
from the gigantic precipice on the rt. 

1^ hr/s walk from the Port on the 
rt. bank of the stream is the Spanish 
Hospice, "a vile posada," serving as a 
guaixLjand custom-house, occupied by 
carabineers. Here baggage is searched, 
and passports and permits for the 
entry of horses into Spain are asked 
for. Civility and a small fee may be 
i-esorted to advantageously. SVom 
this to Venasque, about 10 m., the 
path runs by the side of the Essera, 
and is very difficult. The scenery of 
the gorge is grand but savage, its strik- 
ing feature being the number of its 
waterfalls, and rapidity of the torrents 
descending into it. Some way down 
on 1. on the hillside beyond the river 
are the Baths of Venasque. Below this 
the Essera is crossed by the bridge of 
Campamiento (3^ hrs.). 

The valley becomes clothed with 
box -trees before reaching the Font de 
CvherCy which is left on rt. 

Venasquts — town and Castle — is sud- 
denly disclosed to view by a bend in 
the valley. It is a wretched and dirty 
place, 19 m. from Luchon. (^Inns: Chez 
Brousseau, or Chez Pedro Ferras : 
board and lodging 8 or 10 frs. a day; 
bread excellent; ask for vino Rancio 
and for chocolate.) Its most con- 
spicuous feature is the gloomy Castie 
by which it is surmounted, originally 
a stronghold of the middle ages, con- 
verted by modem works into a for- 
tress, wmcH was besieged and taken 
by the French in 1809, and possesses 
no great strength. It is siurounded 
on tiiree sid^s by dee^ ravines. 

In the principal street, Calle Mayor, 
are several picturesque old houses 
ornamented with seulptujred figures, 
coats of arms, &c., and some of these 
retain the towers which originally 
sei'ved for defence. The Church, at the 
end of the town fiEurthest from the 
castle,, is a Btomanesque building, 
fitted up in the Spanish, style, with 
carving^ gilding, &c. Another church 
was. destroyed by the French, who did 
much mifidkief here. 

The tourist can return from Venasque 
to the Spanish Hospice and over the 
Poumero into the gorge of Artigues 

IFrance, 1873.] 



de Lin, visiting on the way the Goueil 
de Joueou, to Bosost, and reach Lu- 
chon by St. B^at the 3rd night. Ot 

The excursion may be prolonged 
round the base of the Maladetta, from 
Venasque, through wild and magnifi- 
cent scenery, sleeping the first night at 
Venasque, second at Vidalies, third at 
Bosost. This will be a rough ride, but 
practicable for ladies. 



Port de Venasque to Luchon, by the 
Port de la Picade, 

The ridge of the Pefia Blanca, or 
Poimiero, through which the Port de 
Venasque oj)ens, is traversed, about 1 J 
m. to the £. of it, by another pass, 
called Port de la Picade, reached by 
turning to the 1. across the sloping 
rocks, from the spring mentioned above, 
and then by a steep ascent encumbered 
with rubbish. A path leads from the 
Port de la Picade to the Gbueil de 
Joueou and Artigues de Lin. At the 
Port the path passes out of Aragon 
into a comer of Catalonia, and looks 
down upon a chaos of wild peaks 
and ridges, j^ m. farther on, the 
ridge is again crossed by the Pas 
de. VEscalette, The path is carried 
along the shattered edges of the slaty 
stone, upon the very ridge or crest 
of the Sierra. It is a grand wild spot. 
The gigantic Pic de Fourcanade, rising 
over head, is the striking feature in 
the neat view. From this descend 
(in 1 hr. 20 m.) to the Hospice de 
Luchon, by a path marked with tole- 
rable di]|tibc1ai6B» €^ the'gtlkse^ eAopes; 
and, though steep, much easier than 
that up to the Port de Venasque. Thus 
the traveller has passed from France 
into Spain through one door or gap in 
the great separation- wall between them, 
and returned through another. 



Ascent of the Maladetta from the 
Port de Venasque, a 10 hours' ex- 
cursion; very hard work, requiring 
guides, ropes, and other aids for 
glacier work. Take provisions. Tho 
following route is derived from Mr. 

B 
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Packe, who mad« the ascent more 
than once : — 



Port de Yenuqae 



hn tnin. 



Plan des Etaogs 1 

Kencluse 40 

Portillon i 

Bvmmit of N^thou .... 3 

1 hour on Bummit . . . l o 
Desoent— 1 hr. halt at Rencluse 

to P. de Yenasque ... 7 

Lndion ...4 O' 



Coat 

2 guides, at 15 frs. a day, for 2 days . 60 frs. 

3 horses, 6 fr. a day 30 „ 

Food for ditto 5 » 



Say, total . 96 to 100 „ 

From the Port de Venasque de- 
scend to a marshy flat called Plan 
des EtangSy extending to the wooded 
flanks of the Mont Pademe. From a 
cabin hut in the midst of it the ascent 
begins, — ^to the Mencluae (Enclos), a 
chasm in the rock, into which the 
waters of the upper Essera, descend- 
ing from the W. or Maladetto glaciers, 
sink, and are lost for a time until 
they reappear near the Hospice of 
Venasque, just as the waters of the 
stream descending from the E. glacier 
of N^thou disappear in the Trou du 
Taureau. A little above this chasm 
(100 yds.), on the 1. bank of the 
stream, is the cave of the Rencluse, 
marked by a few stunted firs. It is 
a mere shelter of rock where travellers 
usually pass the night, and light a 
fire to prepare their victuals. It 
takes 5 hrs. to reach the summit from 
the Bencluse cave, recrossing the 
stream, and following upward the 
rocky ridge (ardte) wUch divides the 
glacier of J^^thpu %^ from, that 'of the 
Haladetta W., till you come to a gap 
or Portillon. Through this descend 
upon the N^thou glacier. Here the 
party should be roped together to 
prevent their being lost in the cre- 
vasses, a fate which befell a guide 
named l^rreau in 1824. Passing the 
bed of a glacier lake which ran out 
and disappeared 1837, is a dome of 
ice to scfide at a steep in^clination, and 
then to pass a narrow <wet^ of blocks 
of granite piled one on the other, ex- 
tending 60 yds., with a precipice on 
either side, called Pont de Muhomet, 
This brings the explorer to Ihe Pic 



de Nethou, the highest summit in the 
Pyrenees, 11,165 feet above the sea- 
level, marked by a pile of granite blocks. 
This peak was first ascended by the 
Russian naturalist De TchihatcheSi 
with a French gentleman and 3 guides, 
in 1842. 

From Venasque the traveller can 
proceed to Bat^astro, on the way to 
Saragosa, a two days' journey on horse- 
back ; hire of horses 8 frs. per diem : 
a diligence runs from Barbastro to 
Saragosa. 
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ROUTE 91. 

TODLODBE TO BAGN^BES BE l^CHOK 
BT ST. GAUDEMB . — -RAXt., 

ToaloQfle to Hnret 
Baonens 
St GaudeoB 
Hontrc^u 
B. Lucbon (Rte. 90) " 

Railway to St. Gaudens and Mon- 
trejeau (in progress from Houtrejewi 
to Luchon)^ 4 truns daily, 2| to 3^ 
hrs. 

The first part of the road, across the 
great plain of Languedoc, and along 
the 1. bank of the Gfu^nne, thoogfa 
seldom in wght of the river, is mo- 
notonous. ThA papulation is dense, 
and every inch of ground is greedilr 
cultivated. There is not a garden ori 
flower to be seen. The land, thangi 
very fertile, looks arid as a desert, a*^ 
the towns are most dreary and meltf- 
choly. The Pyrenees are yet too ds- 
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tant to form all important feature, but 
the richness of the soil and abundaucci 
of the crops are remarkable! . The 
course of cultivation over most df thd 
plain has been for many years as fol- 
lows : wheat, eoym in the autumn, is 
taken off in July ; buckwheat is then 
Bown, and tak^n o£P ill October ; a 
green crop is then put iiito th^ ground; 
bud taken off in May ; Indiail com is 
then sown, and taken off in autumn ; 
then wheat £^ain, &c There is a great 
abundance of fowls, turkeys, and geese. 

7 m. Fortet St. Simon Stat. Rail to 
Foix diverges on 1. 

The Duke of Wellington attempted 
the passage of the Garonne at Portet, 
a village on the 1. of the rly., 6 m., 
but the width of the river proved too 
great for the pontoons provided, and 
the army consequently crossed farther 
down, below Toulouse. The confluence 
af the Aridjge with the Garonne takes 
place opposite Portet. A few miles 
from Toulouse a h^ge prison. On rt. 

6 m. Mtiret Stat. {Irm : H. de France). 
A town of 4050 Inhab., on the Garonne. 
The army of the Comte de Toulouse, 
aided by Pedro II., king of Aragon, 
amounting to 40,000 men, was defeated 
(1213) under the walls of Muret by 
Simon de Montfort, who made a sortie 
with 14,000 men, and cut the be- 
siegers to pieces, leaving Pedro dead 
on the field. . 

3 m. Fauga Stat. 

4 m* Lcngages Stab« 

d m. Ctuixmne Stat« Here Lord Hill 
croMed the Garonne with 18,000 men ; 
but^ finding the roads impassable, 
speedily returned to march along the 
1. bank, against St. Cypiien^ the fau- 
bourg of Toulouse. 

4 m. St. Julien Stat. - 

5 m. Cazereis^sur^Oaronne Stat* 

4 m. Martres Tohsane Stat, (/nn ; 
£t. d'Espagne ; fare good, accommoda- 
tion mediocre), a dilapidated town, 
with remains of old walls on a very 
small scale. In a field near this, in- 
teresting Roman antiquities have been 
discovered, consisting of busts, statues, 
reliefs, inscriptions, &c., now in the 



museum of Toulouse^ eihowiag this as 
'^the site of the ancient Calagorris Cori' 
i)enarum. The Castle of Monpezat in <Ad 
iinxes commanded road and river.. 
The rly. crosses to the rt. bank 

3 m. ioudsens Junct. Stat. 

[branch line to (20 m.) 3t. Giroiiii> 
&c., Rte. &lA.] 

4 m. St, Mariory Stat., which de* 
rives its name, like MJartres, from the 
Christians bere slain by the Saraoens 
i^ the wars of the 9th cent. 

12 m. St. Oaudens Stat. (Inn: H. de 
France ; good), an old and gloomy 
town of 5166 Inhab., at a little distance 
from the Gtaronne. It owes its origin to 
a monastery founded 1038 by a shepherd 
named Gktudens, who, after his head had 
been cut off by the Saracens, never- 
theless ran off with it imder his arm 
(like St. Denis) to the ch. The Chwch 
of the Convent is an unusually fine 
one. It is of the 12th cent., while the 
N. porch is Flamboyant (15th). It 
has 3 apses at the £. end, small 
round-headed windows, and grotesque 
capitals to the columns in the choir. 

The main line from Toulouse and 
St. Gkudens continues up the 1. bank of 
the GkuTonne to 

8 m. Mantrejeau Jtmct. Stat. (Rte. 
89). Travellers bound for Luchon 
here diverge S. Post carriage and 
horses 25 to 30 fr.; a drive of 3 hrs. 
Hallway in progress up the valley qf 
the Garonne and La Pique. 

The Garonne is crossed by the road 
to Luchon, a short way out of the town$ 
and from the slope leading down to ib 
there is a fine view of its windings and 
of the distant Pyrenees. 

At the distance of 6 or 8 m. farthei' 
the road passes abruptly from the plain 
into the midst of the mountains, by 
aspending an eminence^ the. eastern 
spur of the Pyrenees, to avoid a 
wide curve of the Garonne, but de- 
scends upon the river at the foot 
of the opposite slope. A fine view 
is here presented of the interesting 
town of St. Bertrand (Rte. 89), which 
our road leaves on the rt. "YoU 

B 2 
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break s^t onoe upon a vale, sunk deep 
enough beneath the point of riew to 
oommand every hedge and tree, with 
St. Bertrand clustered round its large 
cathedral on a rising ground. If it 
had been built purposely to add a fea- 
ture to a singulis' prospect, it could not 
have been better placed. The moun- 
tains rise proudly around, and give 
their rough frame to this exquisite little 
picture." — A. Young. The (Garonne is 
crossed at the Pont Labroqu^re to 

Estenoty described, with the rest of 
the road to 

Luchon, in Rte. 89. 



llOUTE 91 A. 

I^OdLOUSE OR BAON^RES !>£ LUCHON 
TO VICDE8SOS AND FOIX, BY THE 
YAIiLEY OF THE SALAT — BT. OIRONS 
— ^AVLUS. 

The rly. from Toulouse or Bagn^res 
de Luchon to Boussens Junct. Stat, is 
described in Rte. 91. Bi-anch to St. 
Girons, 20 mJ (3 trains daily, 1 hour). 
Along 1. bank of the Salat, a tributary 
of the Garonne, through a valley pos- 
sessing some, wild and fine scenery, 
thOTigh but seldom visited. 

6 m. Sdlies da Salat Stat. (Pop. 822), i 
the name derived from saline springs 
formerly worked. On hill above ruined 
castle of Counts of Comminges (keep, 
12th cent.). 

14 m. St Girons Stat. (Inns: Chez 
Ferrilbre Ain^ ; H. de Biros; H. de 
France, not good); Pop. 4745} plea- 
santly situated close to junction- of 
the Salat with the Lez and Baup, in a 



richly cultivated valley with several 
factories. The CA. i-ebuilt in 1857, 
except octagon tower (14th cent.). 

2 m. N. is the ancient and decayed 
town oiSt. Lizier(Fop. 1156), formeriy 
the capital of the Couserans, and re- 
taining many vestiges of the ramparts 
and other antiquities of the ancient 
Austria. The episcopal palace (L7th 
cent.), now a lunatic asylum, is a con- 
spicuous object. The Ch, is of the 
11th, 12th, and 14th cent. 

Omnibus daily, by La Bastide de 
Serou to Foix (31 m., 4 hrs., Rte. 97), 
and during the summer season to 

a. CastUUm (7 m., 1 hr.), in the 
valley of the Lez, 7 m. farther is 
Sentein, in the valley of Biros, a pic- 
turesque drive through a richly culti- 
vated country with lead and zinc 
mines. 

b. Auliis (20 m., 3} hrs.) (Thiw; H. 
Sonquet, clean and cheap; H. du Mdi; 
H. de Paris ; H. de France) (2500 ft.), 
Pop. 898, ft«quented in summer for 
its gypseous waters, and possessing 2 
small bath-houses, a casino. See. 'Die 
road hither passes through (10 m.) Oi«f, 
where gold formerly was obtained by 
washing the sand of the Salat, and 
from whence a branch road leads past 
the ruins of the medissval castle of 
La Garde to Confians, or to St. Lizier 
d'UstOHy where bears are' educated. 
1 J hr.*s walk from Aulus up the vallee 
d*Arse is one of the finest cascades in 
the Pyrenees, height about 600 ft., 
and in parts very broad. Carriage- 
road over the Port de Saleix, near 
which is the Lac or Etang de THers, 
to Vicdessos (Rte. 97). 

c. Massat, 16 m. {Inn : H. Lap^ne), 
Pop. 4140, in the picturesque valley 
of the Arac. 1 m. K. are remarkable 
bone-caves. Carriage-road by the Col 
du Four to Tarascon (Rte. 97). 
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ROUTE 92. 

CAPDENAC TO AGDE, CTETTE, AND 
3IONTPELLIER BY RODEZ, SEVERAC, 
AND MILHAU. 

Capdenacto KiL Miles. 

Vivleas 15 9 

Kodez 70 44 

Severac 110 68 

Milhan 189 86 

Latonr 211 131 - 

Roquesselij 

Pauhlau 235 146 

■Villevayrac 253 IW 

Montpellier 376 17 i 

. This very important line, forming a 
junction between the western railways 
of France and the shores of the Medi- 
terranean is in active progress, but at 
the present time in actual operation 
at either extremity only ; ».«., between 
Capditoac and Kodez, and from Grais- 
seeaac to Agde, Cette, and Montpellier. 
The entire line. from Capdenac will be 
171 m., and, with that from Paris by 
liimoges and Perigeux, will form an 
unbroken line of communication be- 
tween the French capital and the 
countries bordering on the Gulf of 
Lions. The present route traverses 
the Departments of the Aveyron and 
the H^rault, and; the mountains which 
form, the westeijn prolongation of the 
chain of La Lozere, Sec, 

Leaving Capdenac, the Rly. follows 
the 1. bank of the river Lot, passing by 
.S m- St, Martin Stat. 

4 m. Viviez Junct. Stat. 
[Branch Rly. to 

5 m. JDecazeoille, an important coal and 
iron producing district— about 30,0<)0 
tons of metal being turned out an- 
nually, chiefly rails, and 6000 workmen 
employed ; the situation in a pretty 
valley.] 

4 ni» MffrcHlac Stat„ v^ towft of 3000 



3(J5 

Inhab., on the Lot; an excursion of 
some interest may be made from here 
up the valley of the Vourdon to Conques, 
the fertility of this valley forming an 
agreeable contrast from its waterfalls, 
gushing springs, orchards, &c., with 
the high plain destitute of vegetation, 
which must be crossed to reach it. 
At the head of the valley rises an old 
castle, near which a c«rpious spring 
bursts forth. Following this valley 
along the bapks of the Bourdon for 
about 12 m., we reach 

lC(mques(24 m. from Rodez), a small' 
town half -hidden in a rocky ravine, in 
the midst of the mountains of the 
Rouergue, scarcely accessible at some 
seasons, owi^g to the badness of the 
roads. It owes its origin to an ancient 
Benedictine abbey, whose site it occu- 
pies, but the buildings of which have 
all disappeared, except the Church of St. 
Foy, constructed in the 12th cent. 
It is Romanesque, and much in the 
style' of St. Sernin at Toulouse, with 
semicircular vaults an^ arches, the 
aisles continuing on each side of the 
transepts ; the E. end is termi- 
nated by 3 apsidal chapels, and is 
surmounted at thp cross by an oc- 
tagonal tower more modem than the 
rest (14th cent.). The W. end is 
flanked by 2 towers ; the central portal 
is ornamented with a curious bas-relief 
in the tympanum, representing the 
Last Judgment, divided into 3 hori- 
zontal friezes ; in the centre, Christ 
within the Vesica piscis ; on his rt. 
the good, on his 1. the wicked ; above, 
angels ; below, on one side, the gates 
of Paradise, with bolts and a huge 
lock, and the dead rising from beneath 
their grave-stones ; in the centre, below 
Christ, an angel and demon weighing 
souls ; on the other side, the gate of 
hell, an enormous open jaw, into which 
the devil is thrusting the condemned. 
Each group and portion of the relief 
is designated by inscriptions in Leonine 
verses. Thefigures are coloured.. The 
Tr^sor of the ch. contains some curious 
relics of ancient art, which at the 
Revolution were intrusted to the care 
of different inhabitants of the town, 
aud WQr^ carefully preserved, an4 
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restored by them when the political 
storm had passed away. An ancient 
reliquary, called Cluurlemagne's A^ 
from its triangular form^ and the 
tradition that it was ^ven by that 
monarch to the abbey; it is of silver 
gilt and partly enamelled, and set 
with polished gems and some antiques; 
at the base are 2 little figures of gilt 
bronze, supposed to be less ancient 
than the upper portion. A statue of 
St. Poy, 18 mches high, of silver gilt, 
and studded with precious stones and 
antique gems, cameos, &c. ; a Byzantine 
enamel of the figure of a saint, on a 
plate of copper; a silver crucifix of 
beautiful workmanship; a square slab 
of red porphyry in a frame of silver, 
covered with heads of Christ, the 
Virgin, and Saints in niello. There 
are also some tapestries of the 16th 
oent.] 

8 m» Saltea la Source Stat. 

6 m. Bodei Stat. 1} m. from the town 
(Buffet) (Inns: H. Biney, best; H. 
des Princes ; IT. Ville de Paris, good), 
chief town of the D6pt. de 1' Aveyron, 
a town of 12,037 Inhab., and occupy- 
ing a commanding site on an escarped 
peninsula, surro\mded on 3 sides by a 
curve of the Aveyron, which flows at a 
depth of 150 ft. below. The tongue of 
land, which alone connects it with the 
neighbouring plain, is traversed by the 
road ftom Paris and Espalion; from 
all other sides the town is only acces- 
sible by steep ascents. 

The Cathedral (M. H.), so imposing 
and conspicuous at a distance, will 
probably not altogether justify the im- 
pression it has produced on a near ap- 
proach, though it is of large size, and 
possesses some elegant details. It was 
founded 1274, but carried on slowly 
through the 2 followi ng centuries, and 
never finished. The W. end is desti- 
tute of entrance, because of the high 
altar at the W. as well as at the E. end. 
Two pointed doorways at the transept 
end, though mutilated, display some 
rich ornaments ; near the N. transept 
rises the belfry, the pride and boast of 
Aodez, 265 ft. high, consisting of a 
square base supporting an octagonal 
^ummit, ornamented in the upper part 



with florid tracery. It is surmounted 
by a statue of the Virgin, and was 
finished 1531. 

The interior of the church, 110 ft. 
high, rests on piers without capitals, 
and the style of its decorations re- 
sembles the perpendicular of English 
Gbthic. At the entrance of the choir 
is a fine Jvb^ov rood-loft, which, though 
mutilated, exhibits workmanship of 
surprising beauty, in the delicate sculp- 
ture of its ciu'led foliage. A part of 
the screen intended to surroimd the 
choir is of like beauty. The wood- 
work of the stalls and bishop's throne 
in the choir are of good execution, and 
were well preserved until painted re- 
cently. One of the side-chapels con- 
tains a fine altar-screen o£ wood, ela- 
borately carved with bas-reliefs, ara- 
besques, and ornaments partly Gk>thic, 
partly classic, in the style of the 
16th century. The whole is painted. 
The partition soreen to this chapel is 
of rich open work in stone, flamboy* 
ant in its style. Obs, the woodwork 
of the organ-loft, a Christian sarco- 
phagus, with bas-reliefs of the 5th or 
6th cent. The monuments of Cbnon 
Galhard de Cardaillao (1339), of Bay- 
mond d'Aigrefeuille (1316), and in the 
last chapel that of Gilbert de Cantobre 
(1349), above which is placed an altar- 
table of marble, 6 ft. long, with Byzan- 
tine ornaments, 10th cent., now used 
as an altar-screen, and painted with a 
figure of the Virgin — also deserve at- 
tention. 

The town abounds in antique houses 
of the 15th and 16th centuries, and 
contains some of perhaps a still older 
date. In the Place <f Omet there is a 
house charmingly decorated, ffoiei <f 
Armagnac, in the style of the Renais- 
sance, with arabesques, medallionB rich 
framed, and in the upper story with a 
range of fantastic consoles. 

Terraces run round the town upon 
the line of the old fortifications, and 
afford agreeable views, though the 
country round Rodez is not particu- 
larly attractive, the valley of the Avey* 
ron being bare. 

Rodez was the Segodunum of th« 
Romans, and capital of the Gkiidiisk 
tribe the Ruteni, whence comes io 
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present name. A Roman aqueduct still 
brings water to the town. 

On leaving Rodez, the rly. follows 
the valley of the Aveyron to 

22 m. Severac Stafc. The neighbour- 
ing town of Severac le Ch&teau con- 
tains 2780 Inhab. ; it is situated upon 
the declivity of a hill near the sources 
of the Aveyron, and lihe "W. extremity 
of the Department de la Loz^e. 

From Severac the line changes its 
direction from E. to S., following that 
of the post-road, and crossing an ele- 
vated district between the valleys of 
the Aveyron and Tarn, as far as 

18 m. Milhau Stat., the second town 
(Fop. 12,640) in the Department is a 
place of a good deal of trade, especially 
in cheese, leather, and gloves, which 
are largely manufactured. There is a 
pretty planted promenade aloi^ the 
quai bordering the Tarn. 

Continuing in the same direction, 
during which there are fine views of 
the Monts de Laveze on the K»W. and 
of St. Afrique on the rt., on which is 
situated the town of the same name, 
now reached by diligence from- Milfaau. 

[Boquefortf one of the choicest 
cheeses which France produces, which' 
was sent to Rome as a delicacy in: 
ancient times, and was praised by 
Pliny, is made with ewe milk, in 
the mountains 10 m. "W. of Milhau, 
about 28 m. B. and S. of Rodez, 
in the district around St. Rome, 
St. Afrique, St. Georges, and Milhau. 
About 10, 000- cheeitieB are made an- 
nually. The village of Roquefort, 
of 680 Inhab., where are the principal 
cellars, is Edtuated 7 m. from St. 
Afrique, in the midst of the pastures 
of Larza, which support more than 
100,000 sheep. It occupies the sum- 
mit of a steep hill, 1970 ft. above the 
sea — a perfect cheese citadel — ^honey- 
combed with caverns (natural and arti- 
ficial, some of 5 storeys), cut in the 
limestone, in which the cheese is depo- 
sited &om an extensive surrounding 
district, in a cool, equable tempera- 
ture through the heats of simimer, for 
the purpose of being ripened, the 
process being hastened by putting bite 
of mouldy bread into the ourds.J 



The village of St. Rome at the S. 
extremity of the hilly group of Laveze, 
surrounded by ancient walls, and with 
a Gothic bridge over the Tarn, has a 
good bronze statue of Monsig. AfPre, 
Archbishop of Paris, murdered at the 
entrance of the Faubourg St. Antoine 
by the insurgents in 1348. 

On leaving Milhau, the rly. crosses 
the Tarn, and then enters a hilly re- 
gion, gradually ascending to near the 
head waters of the Sorgue, the torrent 
that passes by St. Afrique, and, to gain 
the summit- level before descending 
into the valley of the Orb, flowing to- 
wards the Mediterranean ; this part of 
the western prolongation of the cl^ain 
of La Lez^re being called the Monts de 
rEspinous, on the S. declivity of which 
lies the coal-field of Graissessac, 

45 m. Latour Junct. Stat. Here the 
rly. from Milhau joins that open from 
Graissessac, passing by Bedarieux to 
Beziers, where it joins the rly. from 
Toulouse to Cette and Montpelier. 
(See Rte. 126.) 

From Roquessels, on the line from 
Graissessac to Beziers, a cro^s line will 
connect it with that from Lodeve to 
Agde (see Rte. 126) at 

15 m. Paulhan Jimct. Stat., not far 
from Pezenas. The direct line to 
Montpellier passes by 

11 m. ViUeoayrac Stat., before reach- 
ing which there is a handsome bridge 
over the He^ult. 

14 m. Montpellier Junct, Stat, 
(see Rte. 126). 
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ROUTE 93. 

TOniiOOSE TO MARBONNB AND CETTE, 

BT CARCASSONNE. — ^RAILWAY. — CANAL 

DU MIDI. 

KiL MU. 

Toalonse to Villefrancbe 3S . . 20 

Gibstdnaudary ... 66 ., 34 

C^caasonne .... 91 .. 66 

KarboDne .... 149 .. 92 

This Railway forms the continuation 
of the Bordeaux and Toulouse line 
(Rte. 73), the most direct between the 
shores of the Ocean and Mediterranean. 
5 trains daily in 3f to 5 hrs. 

[The Canal du Midi, sometimes called 
Canal des Deux Mers, because it unites 
the Mediterranean with the Atlantic, 
was executed under Louis XIY., by 
the enterprising Paul Kiquet, though 
the design is clearly sketched out in 
the M^moires de Sully. It was com- 
menced 1666 (94 years before Brind- 
ley, in Ei^land, began the Bridge- 
water Canal), and finished in 1681, the 
year after Riquet's death, from the 
Etang du Thau to Toulouse. The 
navigation of the Qaronne from Tou- 
louse downwards was, however, very 
bad, and that of the Etang du Thau, 
between Agde and Cette, all but im- 
possible, so that in this condition it 
remained for many years. In fact, the 
canal from Toulouse to Agen, avoiding 
the difficulties of the Garonne, was 
only completed a short time before the 
rly. was opened I and the communica- 
tion by the Etang du Thau with the 
Rhone and the Mediterranean was not 
finished until the beginning of the pre- 
sent cent. The canal is a wonderful 
work for the age in which it was exe- 
cuted, and, like most foreign canals, 
on a gigantic and to English eyes 
extravagant scale. It measures, from 
the basin where it joins the Garonne at 
Toulouse, to near Agde, where it falls 
into the Mediten'stnean, 155 En^. m.j 



it is 65 ft. 7 in. wide at the surfSace, 
and 32 ft. at the bottom. It cost 
more than 17 million livres=: 34 mil- 
lion fr. The summit-level is 719 ft. 
above the Mediterranean, and there 
are 46 locks on the declivity towards 
the Mediterranean, and 18 between 
the summit-level and Toulouse. The 
articles transported along the canal 
consist chiefly of com, oil, soap, wine, 
brandy, &c. ; it is navigated by barges 
of 100 tons, but the ti^ifficls not very 
extensive, judging from the number 
of voyages yearly to and fro, which is 
under a thousand. It is closed for a 
month or 6 weeks once in 3 years for 
the "chdmage" (stand-still), in order 
to be cleaned. The canal property ifi 
divided into 1292 shares, of which 719 
belong to the descendants of Riquet, 
and the remaining 573 to different 
establishments, in whose favour they 
were confiscated in 1810 by Napo- 
leon I. The Duke de Caraman is the 
largest shareholder, to the amount of 
427 shares, as descendant from one of 
the sons of Riquet.] 

The railroad lies up the plain of the 
Lers, and across a rich corn country, 
but monotonously flat, which before 
.the end of siunmer becomes parched, 
dusty, and arid. The canal, and the 
river Lers, run nearly parallel with it. 

8 m. Eacalquens Stat. 

4 m. Montlaur Stat. 

3 m. Baziege Stat. 

6 m. Villefranche Zauraguais, a town 
of 2829 Inhab., once the oapitiil of the 
district of Lauraguais. 

4 m. Avignonet Stat. In the Church 
of this village of 2324 Inhab. is shown 
the seat of the inquisitors, by whose 
orders in 1244 the Albigenses were 
burned at the stake ! A party of that 
persecuted sect^ 2 years before, had 
burst into the castle and murdered the 
Grand Inquisitor Guillaume Amaud, 
5 friars, and 6 servants of the Holy 
Office. 

We pass from the D^pt. of La Haute 
Gfiuronne into that of I'Aude. The 
canal is crossed, and not long after 
may be seen to 1. on the edg^ of a 
hilly promonjbory beyond the town of 
Montfen^nd, the monumental obelid^ 
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to Rlquet, erected by his descend- 
ants in 1825. It stands not far from 
the Bassin de Naurouae, an artificial 
reservoir formed for the supply of the 
canal, which here attains its summit- 
level (point de partage). The water is 
derived from a still higher and larger 
reservoir, le Bassin de St, F&iol, mea- 
suring 5249 ft. by 2558, situated on 
the flanks of the Montagues de St. Felix. 
It was in ihe house of the engineer at 
Kaurouse that was signed the armis- 
tice between the French and English 
generals in 1814, after the battle of 
Toulouse, that put an end to hostili- 
ties between the two countries. 
3 m. Segala Stat. 

3 m. Mas Saintes Puelles Stat. 

3 m. Castelnofudary Junct. Stat. (Infts: 
H. LaFl^he; H. Notre Dame), a town 
of 9075 Inhab., on an eminence, skirted 
at its base by the Canal du Midi. 

The name has been traced to *' Cas- 
trum Novum Arianorum," the name 
given by the Visigoths to the town, 
which they refounded. It suffered se- 
verely in the crusade against the Albi- 
genses, having been taken both by 
Simon de Montfort and the Comte de 
Toulouse: and in 1237 the inquisitors 
enacted an auto-da-fe here.; when, in 
their desire to root out heresy, they 
not only burnt many persons alive, 
but numerous dead bodies, dragged 
ignominiously from the grave. The 
most memorable event in the annals 
of Castelnaudary was the battle fought 
on the banks of the Fresquel, 1632, 
between the forces of Louis XIII. and 
of Gaston Due d'Orl&ns, at which the 
Due da Montmorency was wounded and 
made prisoner, and soon after conveyed 
to Toulouse to be beheaded. 

plailway from Castelnaudary to Cas- 
tres, by Revel. 

Kil. . Miles. 

CastelaaiidAr^ to Soupets ll . ... 7 

Revel ...... 26 ... 17 

Souri 43 ... 27 

Gastres 65 ... 38 

4 trsdns daily in 2 hrs. 

This line runs through an interest- 
ing country, at the W. extremity of the 
Montagne Noire. The most remark- 
able locality upon it is (17 m.) Bevel, 



a tovm of 5598 Inhab., near which is 
a handsome chateau belonging to the 
Count Las Cases, the descendant of 
Napoleon I.'s companion in exile, 
and who wrote the * Memorial de Ste, 
Hel^ne.* Beyond Revel is Sorreze, cele- 
brated for its Benedictine monastery, 
long a great educational establishments 
Of late years it passed to the Domi- 
nican friars, under the direction of the 
eminent writer Lacordaii-e, who died 
here in 1861. llie original monastery 
is supposed to have been founded in the 
8th cent. At St. Paulet is a castle be- 
longing to theTurenne family, to which 
the, heart of the great commander has 
been removed from the Invalides. 

21 m. Castres Stat., a city of 21,500 
Inhab., on the Agout, descending from 
the Montagne Noire, the largest town 
of the D6pt. du Tarn. 

Rly. 12 m. farther, to Mazamet, ou 
the way to St. Pons and to Albi (29 m.), 
over a level country, crossing the Aden 
near Realmont.] 

22 m. CABGA.S80|fN£ Stat. (Buffet). 
(i»/w; H. Bonnet; H.Bernard; H. St. 
Jean Baptiste, on the Boulevard, near 
rly., noisy, and for from goodi) This 
chief town of the Dept. de I'Aude, 
a city of 22,173 Inhab., is traversed 
by the river Aude, and by the Canal 
du Midi, which, at first carried at a 
distance from its walls at the request 
of the inhabitants, has, in recent times, 
received at vast expanse another direc- 
tion, in order to bring it up to the 
town, where it now forms a large bassin. 

This city is composed of two parts, 
the modem town on the plain, once a 
suburb of the mediaeval Carcassonne 
which now is the cit^ on an eminence 
above it, forming a pictvu'esque back- 
ground with its venerable towers and 
battlements. The lower town, cheerful, 
and industrious, consists chiefly of 
modem-built houses, in streets rang- 
ing at right angles with one another, 
surrounded by boulevard^, occupying 
the site of its ramparts, including 
squares planted with trees and 
furnished with marble fountains, and 
running with freshening rivulets. It 
contains several woollen factories, and 
not less than 7000 persons of the town 
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and its vioinity are employed in the 
mamfaoture of cloth. From this and 
other sources of commercial prosperity 
it has increased, in the course of 4 or 5 
centuries, to be a town in itself, while 
the original city on the height has 
dwindled down into an insignificant 
faubourg. The churches of St. Michael 
(now cathedral) and St. Vincent (both 
14th cent.) deserve notice from their 
peculiar forms — a single nave, without 
piers, the vault supported on buttresses, 
between which are chapels ; clerestories 
of circular windows. The vault of St. 
Michael is 56 ft. wide, that of St. Vin- 
cent being 66 ft., the widest vault in 
France. They have a small apse to 
the E.. St. Vincent has some fine 
old glass and a good picturesque 
tower. The whole of St. Michael is 
painted in a style not sufficiently sub- 
dued. 

The avenw of trees planted along the 
margin of the canal, and embellished 
with a column of red marble to the 
memory of Riquet, leads to the aque- 
duct bridge by wKfbh'Hhe canal has 
been carried over the stream of the 
Fresnel. 

There is a small Museum, with some 
fair modem pictures and antiquities, 
and a public library of 15,000 vols. 

♦♦The Old Town or Cite, on the 
height beyond the Aude, and ap- 
proached by 2 bridges, one modem, 
the other erected in 1184, deserves 
the notice of all who take an interest 
in antiquities, as retaining unchanged, 
to a greater extent thsoi any other 
in France, the aspect of a fortress of 
the middle ages, probably the great- 
est curiosity in the S. of France. A 
traveller must not be deterred from 
entering by odious smells, steep, nar- 
row, and desolate streets, with the grass 
growing in many of them, and the 
houses filling to ruin, for the old town 
has been abandoned to persons of the 
poorer class and to artisans. It is in'- 
dosed by double ritmptirtb (to make 
the ^iretiit of i^hfeh a guide is ad- 
Vis&bld: apply at the Architect- 
i^speetblr'A office) and towers: a por- 
tion 6t the iiiiier lute is attributed 
with much prob^feilitjr to the 5th cent.; 
some of the towers rising from Roman 



foundations; the rest, including the 
castle, with its curious postern, seems 
to be of the 11th or 12th cent., while 
the outer circuit has been referred to 
the time of St. Louis, the latter end of 
the 13th. The former are therefore the 
same defences which withstood for a 
time the assault of the army of Cru- 
saders under Simon de Montfort and 
the Abbot of Citeaux, who, reeking with 
the blood spilt at B^riers, laid siege to 
Carcassonne, 1210, where a vast number 
of fugitives, together with the Viscomte 
de Beziers, had taken refuge. At the 
intercession of the King of Aragon, 
his uncle, the papal legate promised 
to spare his life and those of 12 others 
with him; but the brave young warrior 
rejected these terms, declaring that he 
would sooner be flayed alive than be- 
tray one of those who had endangered 
themselves for his sake. Finding, how' 
ever, that, owing to the number of men, 
women, and children who had poured 
in from the surrounding country, it 
was impossible to hold out, he maiuiged 
to let them escape by a secret passage, 
and surrendered under a promise of 
safe-conduct for himself. He was never- 
theless treacherously seized, and soon 
afber died in prison, while of those who 
remained in the town 50 were hung 
and 400 burnt alive. In 1356 this fort- 
ress effectually resisted the Black 
Prince, who burnt the suburb below, 
and ravaged with fire and sword the 
whole of Languedoc. A curious Bar- 
bicane, defended by a circular tow», 
built by St. Louis and destroyed in 
1821, projected from the walls below 
the Castle, on the side nearest the 
modem town. On the site a (Jh, has 
been erected from the designs of M. 
VioUet-le-Duc. The Castle,th.e interior 
of which has lost its interest now that 
it is converted into a barrack, is flanked 
by towers, surro\mded on three sides 
by a broad ditch, and still retains a 
smaller barbican. ] Ond of the towers 
has been split into . two. : . the half, 
though fallen, was not broken to pieces 
— such is the thickness and soli^Uty of 
the masonry. The legend respectisg 
it iS', th^t Charlemagne, after in v«a 
besieging for several years the towB. 
which held out, though defended ooi; 
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by a Saf aceu woman named Ceircas, was 
about to raise the siege in despair, 
when tbis tower gave way, and opened 
a breach by which his army entered. 
The figure of tMs Saracen Amasson is 
still to be seen rudely carved over the 
Forte Ncerbcnnaise, on the E. side of 
the cite. This gateway has been 
restored ; o5«. the window openings 
and fire-places of the 2 large halls on 
the 1st floor (14th cent.), the stone 
corbels supporting the wooden beams 
in the hall on the 2nd floor, and the 
3 spiral staircases, the middle one, 
terminating abruptly, is supposed to 
have been intended as a trap for the 
besiegers. 

The Ch. of St. Nazaire, formerly ca- 
thedral, at the S. end of the old town, 
consists of a Romanesque nave, part 
of thech. dedicated by Pope Urban 
II. in 10^8, designed externally for de- 
fence, and supported by massive alter- 
nately round and square piers. It opens 
into a light and lorty Gothic choir. and 
transepts of great beauty and of pure 
northern style, added at the beginning 
of the 14th centurv (1321), by Bishop 
Pierre de Rochefort, whose tomb is in 
one of the ehapels on K. of nave. The 
whole of tke E. part of the church, in- 
cluding two circular windows, is filled 
with painted glass of great brilliancy 
of colour. On one side of the high-altar 
a slab of red marble is said to mark the 
first grave of Simon de Montfort, Earl 
of Leicester, that cruel and ambitious 
warrior, who, steeled in the wars of the 
Crusades, tinned at the bidding of the 
Pope the sword whetted against the in- 
fidels upon the heretical Christians, the 
unfortrmate Albigenses; his remains 
were removed 5 years after his death 
to Montfort 1* Amaury in Plcardy. The 
marble monument of Bishop Radulph, 
date 1266, is placed in a side-chapel. 
In another of the chapels is a bos- 
relief representing an assault of a be- 
sieged town, probably of the IStli 
cent. This church has been Restored 
under the direction of M. VioUet le 
Due, and large blocks of inasonry, in 
parts, have t^plau&ed the shiall stones or 
moUll<ms of wluich it WAs originally con- 
structed. The interior is a perf&6t gem 
of architecture, and unlike anything in 



France. It and the town walls 1 
been classed in the category of Nati' 
Monuments. 

There is a fine distant view of 
Pyrenees from the ramparts. 

Carcassonne was the birthplace oi 
Revolutionist Fabre, who added to 
name that of (f Eglantine because he 
gained the prize of the golden avi 
brier in the floral games at Toul^i 
he began his career as an actor, 
ended it on the scaffold in 1793. 

Railway projected from Carcassc 
to Limoux and Quillan, by the uj 
valley of the Aude, a line that 
form an interesting route into 
heart of the Eastern Pyrenees, ar 
direct commimication with Mont L( 
and the Cerdagne Fran^aise. 

[At Cannes, 12 m. N.E. of Car 
Sonne, are the quarries of marble c 
monly used in churches and o* 
public buildings in the S. of Pra 
They are associated with slates of 
Paleozoic series, and furnish 4 sc 
1. flesh-coloured, much employed 
Louis XIV. and XV. ; 2. marbre ce 
las ; 3. grey marble containing ei 
nites ; 4. Qriotte, including nau 
One Variety is called ** ceil de perdri: 

On quitting Carcassonne the raili 
Cfidsses the canal, and soon after 
river Aude, and runs for some 
tance by the side of it. The C; 
inakes a bend to the K., its new cl 
nel being cut through deep exc 
tions. The cultivation of the o 
begins near this, though the tree 
scarcely be said to flourish hereabo 

10 m. Near Capendu Stat., a 11 
to the JT. of the canal, is the drai 
lake of Marseillette, converted f 
a useless pool or morass into 7 
acres of excellent arable land by 
enterprise and capital of Madame I 
less, an Irish lady domiciled in Fra 
The drainage Was completed 1850, 
the construction of a tunnel near a i 
long, the groimd is now portic 
out into 24 farms. 

Between Moux Mid Marcorlg 
Stats, the rSdlway is cariied thro 
^ahx)W gorges between nak6d roek 

19 m. Nakbonne Stat. (Buflfet). (/ 
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H. de France; H. de la Daurade.) (Pop. 
17,172.) 

This very ancient, intricate, curious, 
but lifeless town, about 8 m. from the 
sea, and with the La Hobme branch of 
the Canal du Midi running through it, 
was the Narho Martim of the Bomans, 
one of the first colonies established by 
them beyond the Alps, and capital of 
the province of Gallia Narbonensis, 
which extended from the Alps to 
the Pyrenees, the " pulcherrima Nar- 
bo" of Martial. It was here that 
Julius Csesar settled what remained of 
his 10th Legion, at the termination 
of the civil wars. It was the birth- 
place of Carinus and Numerianus, sons 
of the Emperor Cains and of Terentius 
Varro, the friend of Cicero ; but it 
retains scanty vestiges of its ancient 
masters. Not one Roman building 
remains ; the reason of which is 
that all were pulled down to furnish 
materials for the fortifications erected 
by Louis XIII., in great part composed 
of masonry of Roman monuments, 
Arab ramparts (for the Arabs held 
Narbonne for half of the 8th century), 
and mediaeval fragments. The ram- 
parts may consequently be looked upon 
as an out-door museum of antiqui- 
ties ; the stranger should walk round 
them to observe the bas-reliefs, inscrip- 
tions (500 or 600 in nuniber)^ and sculp- 
tures built into them, especially near 
the Porte de B^ziers. They have been 
partly pulled down since 1865, greatly 
to the benefit of the town. 

The principal objects of interest are 
the Hotel de VUle^ its Towers^ the Museurriy 
the Cathedral and Ch. of St. Paul, the 
walls, gates, and ramparts. 

Near the Cathedral, in the centre' of 
the town, is the Hdtel de Ville, once the 
Archbishop's palace, partly rebuilt in 
the style of 15th cent, by M. VioUet- 
le-Buc. Attached to it are three an- 
cient towers. La Tour des T^^graphes 
dates from the beginning of the 14th 
cent.; it is battlemented, pierced with 
loopholes, and furnished with turrets. 
Within it Loui^ XIII. signed the order 
for the arrest of Cinq Mars and De 
Thou for conspiracy, at the instigation 
of the moribund Richelieu, whose 



archers caught them as they were 
escaping from the town. 

A local antiquarian society has 
collected together in a Museum in 
the Hdtel de Ville, and in the palace 
garden, a number of architectural and 
sculptured fragments, Roman, Phoeni- 
cian, Hebrew, and Visigoth; Christian 
tombs of the 3rd and 4th centuries ; a 
bas-relief of 2 Eagles supporting a G^- 
land; an altar to Augustus, erected to 
him by the people of Narbonne, b.c. 
11 — it stood in the Forum ; a statue of 
Silenus, dug up on the line of rly., 
some tapestry of the 16th cent.» &c. 
In the Picture Gallery are many old 
paintings from convents and churches. 
Some works of the Spanish school de- 
serve notice. Adjoining the museum 
is the library of 1 0,000 vols. 

The Cathedral of St, Just (M. H.) is 
a fine Gk>thic edifice, of which the choir 
only has been completed (1272-1330). 
Though so far S., it is in a pure 
Northern style, and is remarkable for 
the science and skill with which so 
light and airy a building has been 
carried up to such a vast height with- 
out any subsequent settlement. The 
height of the roof is 40 metres = 131 ft. 
The side chapels were added during 
the 15th cent., and the incomplete 
portions of the Cathedral to the W. 
were erected in the end of the last 
cent. Some of the windows having 
flamboyant tracery are of the 16th. 
There is a good deal of painted glass in 
them . The high altar is rich in marbles 
of the country. The magnificent white 
marble monument of Bishop de la Jugie 
(ob. 1376) is a model of the GK>thic 
style of the 14th cent. The statues 
of saints and bishops are admirably 
executed, but in the revolutionary 
frenzy the head of every statue was 
knocked off, and the Bishop's efiSgy 
removed ; it, with one of the bas-reliefs, 
is now in the Museum at Toulouse. 
There are other tombs of the 15th and 
16th cents., and a good organ of 1741. 
In the Tr^gor are fine ivories of the 1 Ith 
and 12th cents. ; portable altar and 
missals, 14th to l^th cent. Repairs 
and additions are being made to the 
building, and the completion of the 
nave, attempted at different periods, is 
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Languedoc. BoiUe 94. — Narhonne to Perpignan, 

infcended. Narbonne is no longer an 

Archiepiscopal See^ although the title 

is borne by the Archbp. of Toulouse. 
Behind the altar are some iron seats, 

in the fprm of an X, of considerable 

antiquity. Sebastian del Hombo's 

" Raising of Lazarus/' now in our 

National Grallery, was painted for this 

church, as a present from Cardinal 

Giulio de Medids, afterwards Clement 

VII., who was Archbishop of the dio- 
cese : there is a copy of it here. There 

are some good illuminated MSS. in the 

Sacristy, especially the Pontifical of 

Archbishop de la Jugie, and an Eran^ 

gelarium of the 8th cent. 

From the summit of the tower a fine 

view is obtained, embracing the sea, 

the Cevennes, and the Pyrenees. 

The Romanesque Gh, of St, Paul 

(M.H.), outside the city walls, foimded 

1229, may interest the architect, al- 
though much despoiled and mutilated. 

The carved capitals of the columns on 

the outside represent monsters, de- 
mons, and other objects designed to 

disgust men with vice, and to i^emind 
them of the punishment that awaits 
them. 

The principal Promenade is an avenue 
of trees called AUee des Soapirs, The 
honey of Karbonne is celebrated ; it is 
very white, and has a highly aromatic 
flavour, from the bees feeding on the 
heath that abounds in the locality. 
The wim made here is principally used 
for mixing with the poorer products 
of the centre and N. of France. 

[6 m. N.W. of Narbonne are the 
remains of the Ahbaye de Fontfroide, of 
which the cloister of the 13th cent, is 
very handsome, all its buildings re- 
maining, and inhabited by Cistercian 
monks. The oh. is rather plain, of the 
end of the 12th cent. ; ofi' it opens a 
chapter-house.] 

BaUway to B^ziers, Cette, and Mont- 
pelier ("Rte. 126) ; to Perpignan (Rte. 
94). 
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Eil. 
21 

46. 



56 
64 
77 
91 
93 



Miies. 
13 
29 
35 
40 
47 
56 
57 



Three trains daily in 2 to 2 J hrs. to 
Perpignan; in Sand 3^ to Port Vendres. 
The country traversed by the line 
is uninteresting, skirting on the rt. the 
low chams of the Corbi^res, consist- 
ing of bare rocks without trees or 
herbage; only a few bristly plants, and 
tufts of the heath, on which feed 
the bees which produce the Narbonne 
honey; and on the 1., the salt lagoons, 
or shallow lakes, called Etangs de 
Bages, de Sigean, de la Palme, and 
de Leucate, which here line the shore 
of the Mediterranean. The district ia 
unhealthy, owing to the miasma from 
this marshy tract. At intervals, when 
the line surmounts a slight eminence, 
a glimpse may be obtained of the open 
sea beyond the salt marshes. After 
leaving Narboime, the rly. gradually 
approaches the sea. 

13 m. La Nouvelle Stat, (at the ex- 
tremity of the Etang de Sigean, the 
rly. having run for several miles be- 
tween the latter and the Etang de 
Gruissan), a seaport town of 1996 
Inhab., which has risen into existence 
since the acquisition of Algeria by 
France. It is the only port between 
Agde and Port Vendres. 

[Sigean, situated on the margin of 
the lagoon of the same name, was the 
scene of a victory gained by Charles 
Martel over the Saracens, 737.] 

7 m. Leucate Stat, stands on the 
edge of the Etang de Leucate, a half- 
deserted town : a place of strength 
and importance during the penod 
when Roussillon belonged to 9pi^> 
and Leucate stood on the frontier of 
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France. The extremity of the chain 
of the Pyrenees^ stretching into the 
sea, may be discerned from near this. 

8 m. Salces Stat. The village (Pop. 
1206) derives its name from 2 saline 
springs mentioned by Strabo. The fort 
on the rt. was be^un 1497, and finished 
about 1503, by the engineer Ramirez; 
it is now a powder-magazine. 

6 m. Rivesaltes Stat., upon the small 
stream of the Agly (Pop. 5218), famed 
for its sweet wine, Muscat Malvoisie, 
&c., and the chief centre of the 
Boussillon wine trade. 

Catalan, a dialect of the ancient 
Proven9ale, begins to be spoken about 
here. 

The two branches of the torrential 
river Tet are crossed before reaching 
Perpignan; between them stands the 
suburb of Notre Dame; and on the 
rt. bank the lofbv castle of Castellet, a 
double tower of brick, surmounted by 
machicolations erected by Charles Y . : 
it has been converted into a military 
prison. 

5 m. Perpionan Junct. Stat. (^Inns: 
Grand Hotel (H. Bosc), near the Pre- 
fecture ; H. de I'Europe ; H. des Am- 
bassadeurs ; H. Petit Paris.) 

This chief town of thp Dept. des 
Pyrdn^es-Orientales, a fortress of great 
strength, defending the passage by the 
E. Pyrenees from Spain into France, 
is situated on the rt. bank of the 
Tet, 8 m. from, and only 70 ft. 
above, the sea, in the midst of 
the plain of Boussillon, and contains 
25, 264 Inhab. As Roussillon, of which 
province it was the capital, was not 
permanently united to France until 
the Treaty of the Pyrenees, in 1659, 
it is not surprising that both the town, 
iu its narrow dirij streets covered 
with awnings, its semi'Moresque build- 
ings, its houses furnished with wooden 
balconies and courts (patios), and its 
inhabitants, especially the lower orders, 
should resemble those of Catalonia^ in 
their physiognomy, language, dress. 
Those to whxxn Spain is unknown will 
be struck with this novel character ; 
but beyond this there is. not much to 
interest the stranger here. Almost all 
the public buildings date from the Spa- 



nish period, and are of brick or rolled 
pebbles. 

The Cathedral of St, Jean was founded 
by Sancho II., King of Majorca^ 1324; 
the choir was roofed and continued 
by Louis XI., during the time he held 
Boussillon in pawn from the king of 
Aragon. The nave (without aisles, and 
a vault 60 ft. in span) was finished in 
1 509, and the W. front erected by Philip 
II., 1577. The altar-screen, of carved 
work, partly wood, partly stone, in 
the style of the Renaissance ; and the 
massive frame-work, gilding, tapes- 
tries, &c., are thoroughly Spanish in 
style. The marble font, in the form of 
a tub, is of the 8th or 9th cent. ; some 
attribute it to the time of the Visigoth 
kings. Adjoining this ch. are remains 
of a still older one (Romanesque, 
11th cent.), now in ruins, called St, 
Jean le Vieux, Of the ch. and cowoent 
of the Dominicans, now a military 
store, a portion, in the Romanesque 
style, belongs to the edifice which Si, 
Dominick, the founder of his Order, 
inhabited when he entered Boussillon. 

The Bourse called Loge (Span. Zonja) 
has a cloister ro\md its court, an ex- 
ample of the mixed Moresque and 
Gk)thic styles of the end of the 14th 
century. Its facade, exhibiting flam- 
boyant ornaments, foliage and tracery, 
though much mutilated and i]:\jured by 
alterations, and the covered galleries 
round the court behind, merit notice. 

The ancient Uhiven^ contains the 
Public Library of 20,000 vols., and the 
commencement of a Museum, It pos- 
sesses some pictures of the French 
school — ^Greuse, Qeriscault, &c. ; and 
in the floor above collections of Ka- 
tural History, a thermometer that be- 
longed to Qfdileo (gift of Axago) ; but- 
terflies of America. 

The Citadel, separated from the town 
by a wide glacis, and surrounded by a 
double line of works, is considered very 
strong, and conunands the town. The 
inner ramparts were raised by the Em- 
peror Charles V., the outer by Vauban, 
around the nucleus of a castle built by 
the 1st king of Majorca, the only relic 
of which is the * Doorway of the chapel, 
Saracenic in style — a pointed arch fikced 
I with slabs of marble, red and white 
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alternately, resting on oolumns whose | 
capitals represent fighting dragons. 
From the citadel there is a magnificent 
view over the plain of Roussillon, 
extending 15 m. on all sides, save that 
towards the sea, and surrounded by a 
semicircle of moimtains, the most ele- 
vated being the Pyrenees on the S., 
though they are still distant. The only 
moimtain which makes a conspicuous 
figure in the panorama is the Canigou, 
the highest in this portion of the chain. 

The Promenades are exceedingly fine, 
especially La Fepmiire, on the banks 
of the Tet. 

Perpignan is more remarkable as a 
fortress than a place of commerce, but 
some trade is carried on in wines of 
RouBsillon, also in cork-bark from the 
mountains, and in wool and cloth, and 
its market gardens covering the plain 
around the town are celebrated. 

Frangois Arago, the astronomer (d. 
1863), was born at Estagel (Rte. 100), 
a village 13 m. N. of Perpignan; he 
represented the Dept. of the Pyrenees 
Orientates for many years in the French 
Parliament. 

Branch rly. to Prades (Rte. 93). 

The direct line continues to 

9 m. Mne Stat. (Pop. 2800), the 
ancient lUiberis, mentioned by Pliny 
as ''ingentis quondam urbis tenue 
vestigium," and by Livy as the place 
where Hannibal first encamped, after 
crossing the Pyrenees on his march 
to Rome, ''Pj^seneum transgreditur, 
et ad oppidum Illiberis castra locat." 
A.u.c. 566. It was rebuilt by Con- 
stantine, who gave it the name of his 
mother Elena. The Ch, of Si. Eulalia, 
once the cathedral, and episcopal see 
of Rous^llon before Perpignan, is of 
the 12th cent., in the Romanesque style, 
but has a pointed roof; it is quite 
plain internally, but the little Cloister 
' adjoining, rebuilt in the 14th cent., 
with many of the pillars and other 
materials of the 12th, is very elegant, 
and is worth notice. It is entered from 
the ch. by a pointed doorway resembling 
that in the citadel of Perpignan. The 
ch. and cloister contain some monu- 
ments and many inscriptions and bas- 
reliefs let into the walls ; one of them 
is called the Tomb of Constans, who 



was assassinated at lUiberis by order 
of Maxentius. 

[From Elne a road leads W. through 
the village of BageSy and crossing the 
road from Perpignan to Boulou ascends 
an eminence, on the summit of which is 
perched an extensive pile of buildings 
known as Masdeu (?Maison-dieu), for- 
merly an ancient oommanderie of the 
Knights Templars, who existed here as 
early as 1132 and in 1271, possessed 
large estates throughout Roussillon, 
Cerdagne, Yalespir, and Conflent, culti- 
vating their vineyards by the aid of 
Saracen slaves. They shared the fall 
of their order, and, in 1310, were con- 
demned to death by the Bishop of 
Elne ; and of the ancient buildings 
scarcely anything i^emains beyond the 
ruined walls and a few fragments of 
sculpture of the 16th cent., the site 
being now occupied by the vast cuverie 
and vineyard belonging to the Durcmd 
family, who are large producers of 
Roussillon, sold in England under the 
name of Masdeu, and derived from 
three varieties of grape — the Carignan, 
the Grenache, and the Mataro, planted 
in the plain and on gently-inclined 
slopes exposed to the S., and in a loose 
stony soil.3 

On quitting Elne the river Tech 
is crossed, and 6 m. farther Argehs 
sur Mer Stat, is passed, situated in 
the midst of a fine and fertile country, 
dominated by the range of the Alberes, 
forming the E. extremity of the Pyre- 
nean chain, with its i^ocky peaks gra- 
dually diminishing in height as they 
near the seacoast, and there forming a 
number of headlands and retreating 
coves or bays. A tunnel is pierced 
through a promontory, to reach 

4 m. CoUkmre Stat. (^Cauoo^Illiberis), 
a seaport town of 3661 Inhab., on a 
semicircular bay. Its fortifications are 
dismantled since 1866, except Fort St. 
Elmev between it and Port Vendres. 
At the entrance of the harbour rises a 
little rocky island bearing a Pilgrimage 
Church, dedicated to the Virgin. The 
town is surrounded by vineyards : the 
rodkis, bare as they are, su^ce to main- 
tain the vine, and even the aloe, and 
produce some of the best wines in the 
department, although, from the ab- 
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Rence of rain, the whole of this sandy 
district is dependent on artificial irri- 
gation. At the head of a cool and 
flhady valley 1^ m. distant is the Her- 
mitage and Chapel of N, D. de la Ccnsola- 
tiorit a pleasant walk and pretty view. 

2 m. Fort Vendres Stat. (Inn .* H. du 
Commerce, kept by Durand, one of the 
best in these parts, good cuisine, and 
moderate), a town of 2364 Inhab.^ and a 
harbour of some consequence, as* it is 
the only good refuge for shipping 
between Marseilles and the Spanish 
frontier, and is accessible for frigates. 
It is defended by 4 forts and 4 bat- 
teries, but is entirely commanded by 
the heights behind. It has gained of 
late in importance, ttom. its increased 
communication with Africa, many of 
the troops destined for Algiers being 
embarked here, and the telegraph cable 
to Algiers starts from this point. The 
obelisk, 100 ft. high, in the square, was 
raised to Louis XV., who caused the 
harbour to be excavated and made avail- 
able. The ancient name of this place 
was Portus Veneris, from a temple of 
Venus, built by the Romans. From 
the lighthouse and semaphore on the 
hill of Cap B^ar, to the S. of the port, 
there is a splendid view. 

fThere is a carriage-road from Port 
Vendres to 

3J m. Banyuls-sur-mer (Pop. 3008), 
where the best wines of the Depart, are 
grown, thence a mule-path over the 
Col de Banyuls to Figueras, and 
another along the coast to Cadoques, 
an hour's walk from which is Cap Crevs 
(Aphrodisium), the most easterly point 
of the Pyrenees.] 

The rly. is in construction from Port 
Vendres to tho frontier at Cerbere 
(7 m.), and, if continued to La Gerona, 
it will connect with rail to Barcelona, 
Saragossa, Madrid, Pampeluna, &c. 
(See Handbook fob Spain.) 

The steamers from Marseilles to Bar- 
celona touch here. 

The boundary between France and 
Spain is on the summit of a ridge that 
ends at Cape Cerbera. The high point 
seen beyond is Cap Creus, behind 
which are situated the town and bay 
of Rosas. 



The carriage-road into Spain from 
Perpignan continues to cross the mo- 
notonous plain of Rouasillon, but, 
as it gradually approaches the Py- 
renees, conmiands a fine view of the 
Canigou on the rt. 

14 m. I.e Boulou lies at the foot of the 
mountains on the Tech, whose valley 
is described in Rte. 99. The stream is 
crossed on quitting Boulou, and about 
a mile farther the ascent begins, the 
road making many sharp curves, up to 
the pass or Col de Perthus, which may 
be reached in. 1^ hr. Halfway, upon 
the 1. of the road, are the ruined 
castles of Les Ecluses (Clusee), dating 
from the times of the Visigoths, and 
mentioned in the history of the re- 
volt of Paul against Wamba, King of 
Spain (673). At the summit on the 
rt. of the col, on a height above the 
village of Perthus, 'stands the fort of 
Bellegarde, constructed by Louis XIY., 
in 1679, to command the passage into 
Spain. It is a regular pentagon with 
5 bastions, on one of which, facing 
Spain, General Bugommier, killed in 
the battle of the Montague Noire, on 
the road to Figueras, in 1794, is 
buried. 

This pass was crossed by the army 
of Pompey, who erected upon it a 
trophy of his successes, inscribed with 
the names of 876 places which he had 
subdued. Caesar followed not long 
after, and raised an altar by the side of 
the monuanent of Pompey, over whose 
lieutenants he had, in turn, been victori- 
ous. No traces of either now r^nain. 

Junquiera, the first Spanish town, 
15 m. from Boulou, and the road to 
Figueras and Barcelona, are described 
in the Handbook fob Spain. 

Railway from Gerona to Bajrcelona. 
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ROUTE 97. 

THE EASTERN PTBENEES. — TOULOUSE 
TO FOIX (rail) and PUYCERDA — 
THE VALLEY OF THE ARIEGE — VIC- 
BESSOS — ^ANDORRE. 

KIL Miles. 
Tonloiue to Portet St. Simon ^ 12 7 

Auterive 1^ 34 21 

Saverdun }3 ^3 27 

Pamlers I « 65 .40 

Foix j 83 61 

Tarasoon 100 61 

Ax ; 120 74 

Hospitalet 140 86 

Puycerda 166 99 

3 trains daily to Foix, in 3 hrs. At 
7 m. Portet St. Smum Junct. Stat. 

this line turns to the 1., from that to 
Tarbes (Rte. 91), and crosses the Gkt- 
ronne, ascending the Valley of the 
Ariege; rich in wines, orchards, and 
com. 

14 m. Auterive Stat., a town of 3313 
Inhab., on the Ariege. ■ 

4 m. Gintegabelle Stat., a town of 
4039 Inhab., at the junction of the 
Lers. Here Lord Hill passed the 
Ariege in 1814. 

6 m. Saverdun Bt&t,, a town. of 3083 
Inhab., was the birthplace of Pope 
Benedict XII. ; he was the son of a 
baker or miller. [At Mazeres on the 
Lers, 5 m. to the E., Gaston de Foix, 
the hero of the batfcle of Bavenna^ was 
bom in 1489.] 

10 m. Famiers Stat. {Inn: H. Grand 
Soleil), a cheerful and pretty town. 
Pop. 7877. A Cathedral, surmounted 
by an octagonal Gothic tower of brick, 
preserved by Hiansard when he rebuilt 
the nttpve in the style of the 17th 
century. The beautiful promenade de 
Castellat, on an eminence beyond the 
Oathedral, looks upon the distant Py- 
renees. About 12 m. £. of Pamiers, by 
a fair road, is Mir^poix, a town of 
4187 Inhab., in the upper valley of 
the Lers, giving a ducal title to the 
Levis family. It has a ch. of 14th cent. 

The valley contracts in width and 
increases in beauty at 

Tj w. Varilhes Stat. 



6 m. V<ax Stat. (Inns : H. Rousse, 
fair, 6 to 7 frs. a day; H. la Coste, also 
fair), the ancient capital of the Comti^ de 
Foix, and now of the B^pt. de 1' Ariege. 
It is one of the smallest chef-lieux in 
France, its population not exceeding 
6746, occupying a very picturesque 
site, at the junction of a stream called 
the Larget with the Ari%e. It fills 
up the mouth of the valley, here 
bounded by precipitous hills, and lines 
either bank of the rapid river, whilst 
an isolated rock. Rocker de Foix, rising 
from amidst the houses, sustains the 
ancient Castle of the Counts, who re- 
sisted with such invincible courage the 
attacks of the kings of France and Ar- 
agon, and whose Une terminated with 
the chivalrous Gaston, killed at Ra- 
venna. The town is known by the name 
of Foix les IburSf from its lofty towers, 
built of a coarse whitish marble, and 
preserved unstained owing to the diy- 
ness of the climate. Part, also, of the 
ancient ramparts have resisted time's 
decay; and the antique character of 
many of the houses, together with 
''the magic of a name," have thrown 
a colouring over it that makes it, 
although now unimportant and re- 
mote, a spot interesting to the tourist. 

The Castle, now converted into the 
Palais de Justice, and much injured by 
modem buildings, is approached by a 
very narrow, steep path, bending, with 
very abrupt turns, along the edge of 
the precipice. Of its 3 towers* all of 
different ages, the tallest, or donjon, 
136 ft. high, is the most modern, 
and was built 1362 by Gaston Phoe- 
bus, Count of Foix : it commands a 
fine panorama from its top. Simon de 
Montfort in vain besieged this Strang- 
hold, in 1210, during the wars of the 
Albigenses; and at a later period, 1272, 
Philippe le Hardi, unable to take it by 
other means, began to undermine the 
rocky pedestal, with the intention of 
toppling it over, together with the for- 
tress on the top of it 1 Such, at least, 
is the popular tale; and though there 
seems little possibility that such a 
threat could have been accomplished 
in days when gunpowder was unknowui 
it had the effect of inducing the garri- 
son to surrender. 
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The Fr^ectvre was originally part of 
the abhey of St. Yolusien, suppressed 
at the Revolaticn. The church of St. 
Volusieu, rebuilt by Roger II., Comte 
de Foix, is a heaTy Gk)thic building. 

There is a handsome promenade. La 
Villette, by the side of the Ari^e. 
About 12 m. W. of Foix the philo- 
sopher Bayle, author of the well-known 
Dictionary, was bom, 1647, in the 
village of Oarlat le Comte. 

Excepting the castle, there is little in 
the town to attract notice, — ^but the 
country around is lovely. 

A considerable trade in iron, the 
staple of the D^pt. de I'Ari^e, de- 
rived from the mines of Banoi^, in the 
Yicdessos valley, is carried on here. 
The metal is embarked on the Ari^ge at 
Auterive, below Foix. 

Diligence to Ussat (12 m. in 2 hrs.) ; 
to Ax (26 m. in 4^ hrs.) ; to St. Girons 
(31 m. in 4 hrs, Rte. 9 1 a); to Quillan 
(38 m., Rte. lOO). 

The valley above Foix is bare of 
trees, but productive in com and wine; 
the vine itself being frequently planted 
on the heaps of boulder-stones cleared 
away from the fields, where they are 
otherwise so numerous as to hinder 
cultivation. 

10 m. Tarcucon (Inn : H.Gkkbache, fair), 
a town of 1513 Inhab., having also its 
ancient castle on a rock above it, stands 
at the junction of several valleys, — that 
of Yicdessos, in which the iron-mines 
of Rancid are situated; traversed by a 
carriage-road leading to Aulus (Rte. 
91 a) — ^that of Saurat (near the entrance 
of which is the fine cave of B^eillac), 
up which runs a carriage-road to St. 
Girons, by the Col du Four and town 
of Massat (Rte. 91a), and — ^that of the 
Ari^e. 

[Tarascon to Vicdesaos (diligence 
twice daily, 9 m., 1^ hrs., 1 fr.). The 
valley of Yicdessos is rendered pros- 
perous by its iron-mines and smelting- 
works. It is embellished by the neat 
houses and gardens of the ironmasters 
and miners, and by several picturesque 
old castles, among which that of Miglos 
is ccmspicuous. 

The village of Yicdessos {Inn : H. de 
la Renaissance, clean) has 899 Inhab., 
find is surrounded by fi^n^aceSf A steep 



path leads from here, in 1^ hr. by the 
village of Sem, to the iron mines of 
Eanci^, worked, for the last 6 centuries, 
in the face of a mountain through a 
vertical height of about 2000 ft. The ore 
is found in bands and masses alternating 
with limestone, belonging,apparently,io 
the Lower Jurassic (lias) formation, and 
within a short distance of granite, it 
consists of red and brown haematite and 
carbonate of iron, usually mixed to- 
gether, and often contains 60 per cent. 
of metal. This mine, and many others 
in the Pyrenees, though containing 
abundance of ore, and yielding iron 
and steel of very superior quality, 
are at present of little value, for the 
reckless exhaustion of forests, and the 
expensive nature of the Catalan smelt- 
ing process, exclude the native ore from 
competition with the now generally- 
introduced inferior, but much cheaper, 
products of the great English and Bel- 
gian furnaces. From Yicdessos, a good 
climber may gain the summit of the 
Estats (10,306 ft.) in 6 hrs. 

The road to A\ilus and St. Girons 
(Rte. 91 a) mounts westward from 
Yicdessos and crosses the Port de 
Saleix (5909 ft,). 

3 Paths lead from Yiodtesos into 
Andorra, the best is that by the village 
and Port of Siguer (8500 ft.), 9 to 10 
hrs.' rough walking to Ordino. {See 
Andorra.) Another path letuAa by 
Lartigues over the Port de Tabescan 
to Tabescim (8 hrs.), in the valley of 
Cardos in Catsdonia, 4 hrs. below which 
is Slavorri in the valley of Noguera.] 

About 2 m. above Tarascon, but in 
the valley of the Ari^e, lie the Bains 
(f Ussat f ait a point where the valley is 
dosed by mountain-walls of limestone, 
barely allowing a few box-bushes to 
take root in their crevices. (Tnn» : H. 
Cassagne fils, best rooms; H. Chau- 
mont, best cuisine ; H. Rouan ain^ ; 
H. Cassagne, &c.) Prices for the best 
accommodation 7 to 8 fr. a day, in- 
cluding board and lodging, ftc. ; 
apartments with kitchen or board 
may also be obtained. Riding horses 
and carriages for hire, and at H.G^boehe 
at Tarascon. Yisited by about 1500 
strangers 4viring the qe^soi^ (June ^ 
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Sept.) The elegant ^tablissement ther- 
mal and the best hotels are on the 
rt. bank of the Ari^e, reached by a 
bridge, and surrounded by shady plan- 
tations. The waters are warm, saline, 
and, when administered in baths, are 
said to have a calming effect oyer the 
nervoiis system, and are much used 
by females. The baths are hollows 
excavated in the ground, lined with 
marble, filled naturally by the water 
rising from beneath. The Grotto de 
Lombrive, a series of caves opposite the 
etabliesement on the 1. bank of the 
torrent, are of considerable extent, re- 
quiring an hour to explore them, and 
containing a quantity of human and 
other remains, apparently of the Hein- 
deer period. 

The high road runs up the 1. bank 
of the Jtiii^ge, but there is a path 
along the rt. from Ussat to Tarascon. 
Above Tarascon the vale of the Ari^ge 
makes an abrupt bend to the E., round 
the N. base of the Mont St, Barth^- 
iemy (or Fie de Tabe) one of the loftiest 
of this portion of the chain of the 
Pyrenees (7707 ft.), whose top, capped 
with snow, appears, from time to 
time, domineering over the upper 
valley on the 1. The summit may 
be reached in 4 hrs.' walking from 
Lassur, From its isolation the view 
is equal to any in the Pyrenees. The 
Pont de Gudane carries the road over 
the stream of the Aston, descend- 
ing from the lofty and snowy range 
separating France from Andorre. Nu- 
merous old ruined castles, built ori- 
ginally to command the valley or de- 
fend the frequented passage through it 
into Catalonia, occur at intervals, rising 
on peaked eminences above the valley; 
but the largest and most lordly and 
picturesque of all is that of Lordat, near 
les Cabannes ; its origin is attributed 
to the Moors or Qoths. Ironworks in 
equal number alternate with these 
feudal remains; thus the romantio as- 
sociations of former limes combine 
with the active industry of the present 
to add an interest to a valley which 
derives so many attractions besides 
from the beauties of nature. Its an- 
cient inhabitants were called Tectosages, 
povf^ the sagum, or cloak, whic}^ they 



wore, which has descended to the 
present generation* who still designate 
it by the scone name, in their patois, 
" un sayo.'* 

AXf 14 m. above Ussat. (Inns: H, 
Sicre, excellent, bath-house attached, 
room and board 6 to 6 fr. a day ; H. 
Boyer, good.) Apartments may be 
obtained with kitchen or board, rooms 
1 to 5 fr. a day. This town of 1710 
Inhab. is 2330 fb. above sea-level, and 
prettily situated amidst granitic moim- 
talns, at the junction of 3 valleys, out of 
which issue 3 mountain torrents, whose 
streams combine, in or near the town, 
to form the river Ari^ge. It is visited 
during the season (June to Sept.) by 
upwards of 4000 strangers. 

In the name Ax it is easy to discover 
the Latin Aquce, derived from the hot 
sulphureous springs which burst out on 
all sides; indeed there appears to be a 
natural kettle of boiling water under 
the town. Fifty-three hot sources 
issue forth in different parts of it, 
varying in temperature from 113*^ to 
173" of Fahr. ; and in order to obtain 
cold one must resort to the river ; and 
even it, in some parts, is rendered 
tepid by hot springs rising in its very 
bed: the snow rests but a few instants 
on a soil so thoroughly heated from 
below. Besides the application of the 
waters to baths, of which there are 2 
or 3 establishments, and for drinking, 
it is turned to various domestic and 
economic purposes by the inhabitants, 
who wash not only their linen, but a 
vast quantity of wool, in its tepid 
streams. These springs rise at the 
junction of the slate and limestone 
with the granite, and are amongst the 
hottest in the Pyrenees. The town 
itself is a miserable collection of dirty 
lanes, the only considerable buildings 
being the hotels and hospitals, one of 
which has been constructed by Grovem- 
ment for military patients. Near the 
hospital is an ancient bath, established 
in 1200, and still called Bassin des 
Ladres, or Lepers' Basin. Lake Lanoux 
(good cabane), 2 m. long, the largest 
sheet of water in the P;yTenees, 7000 
ft. above the sea, is 7 hrd. from Ax ; 
Cfuriage-road to J of way. 

AbQve Ax the road (»cQqd9 through 
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B&va^ but beautiful so^iery, folio win(( 
the course of the Aridge for 5 m. to 
Merens (small Inn), before which the 
mountains close in and form a grand 
gloomy defile; it afterwards expands 
into an open, stony, and less interest- 
ing tract, leading to Hospitalet (10^ m. 
JTom Ax), 3 hrs. by carriage. This is 
a poor hiunlet in a dreary spot, the last 
in France, 4630 ft. above the sea, but 
has a small Inn (H. Asteri^), where a 
bed and tolerable meal may be obtained. 
1^ hr.'s ride above this, by a rough 
path (5 m.), leads to the pass over the 
mountain jcalled the Coi de Puymorin, 
upon which a custom-house is planted 
at the bridge of Cerda, from which a 
path on the rt. will bring the tourist 
in 2^ hours to the Sources of the 
Ari^e at the Rockers d'AtngnoUes ; fi*om 
Sources de TAri^ge two passes lead to 
Andorre, the best one the Port de 
Salden (8200 ft.), descending afters- 
wards the valley of the Embalire to 
that of Andorre by Canello. The other 
by the new carriage*road over the Col 
de Puymorin to Escaldas and Andorra. 
[Close to this pass, on the W., 
begina the territoiy of Andorre^ or 
Andorra, a small neutral state between 
France and Spain, which has been 
allowed by its powerful neighbours, 
partly through its insignificance and 
poverty, to maintam an independent 
existence, under an aristocratico-fede* 
rative form of government, since the 
days of Charlemagne, iresembling in 
this respect the republic of San Marino 
in Italy. It is shut in by high moun- 
tains on all sides but the S., where the 
river Embalire issues out towards the 
Spanish town of Urgel. Its population 
amounts to about 8000. 5 hrs. from 
Hospitalet is Salden, and 1 hr. beyond 
Encamps, the second village in An^ 
dorre. The chief town, Andorre (two 
tolerable posadas), numbers about 850 
Inhab. Its principal buildings are an 
old Romanesque Ch., Za Gasa de la 
Valle, and the Council House, an ancient 
semi-fortified and dilapidated edifice, 
in which the members of tlie Govern- 
ment have met from time immemorial. 
It is governed by a council of 24, a 
syndic, and 2 vigaiers, or magistrates, 
appointed, one by the sovereign of 



France, who, as protector of Andorre, 
receives 960 fr. of tribute yearly, the 
other by the Bishop of Uiigel. It 
consists of 3 valleys, hemmed in by 
mountains of great elevation : its pro- 
ductions are limited nearly to wood 
and iron ; and from the sale of these 
(and from smuggling) the inhabitants 
are enabled to purchase com and other 
necessaries, which their barren and 
lofty country refuses to yield. For 
the traveller there is very little ac- 
commodation; and he that ventures 
thither, if he be not prepared to sleep 
in the open air, with some risk of 
doing so supperless, should carry let- 
ters with him from persons of authority 
at Ax to some of the wealthy pro- 
prietors. Near Andorre are the h«»t 
springs of Las Caldas : they are little 
resorted to medicinally. The descent 
from Andorre into Spain through nar- 
row gorges is one of the finest in the 
Pyrenees.] 

After passing the crest of the great 
chain by the Col do Pwjmoriny the path 
descends the 8. slope, through a very 
wild valley, strewn with rocks, pass- 
ing the hamlets of Porte and Porta, 
near which a path strikes ofi^ to the rt. 
up a minor valley into Andorre. Be- 
tween Porta and Courbassil is the old 
ruined castle, after which the vale is 
named, called Tovr du Carol, built, ac- 
cording to popular tradition, by the 
Moors ; but upon the conquest of this 
country and their expulsion from it by 
Charlemagne, the towers were called 
Carod,- after, him. They occupy a 
very picturesque p(Miition on the top 
of an immense isolated nutss of granite, 
rising in the midst of this narrow and 
rugged valley. Beyond Courbassil is 
the village called Tour de Carol, situ- 
ated wi&in a mile of the Spanish 
frontier, which is marlced neither by 
stream nor mountain, a mere imaginary 
line at this point. About 2 m. within 
it lies the Spanish town of 

Fuycerda, ancient capitsd of La Cer* 
dagne, 13 m. from Hospitalet. QSee 
Handbook for Spain.) 

Seu d'Urgel, the first Spanish town 
of importance, and a Bishop's see, i» 
Q hrs, from Anclorre, descending t** 
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Embalire to its junction with the 
Se^re. 

The road hence to Perpignan, by 
Mont Louis and the Valley of the Tet, 
is described in Rte. 98. 



ROUTE 98. 

EASTERN PYRENEBS. — PERPIGNAN TO 

MONT IX)UI8 AND PUTCERDA, BY THE 

VAIXEY OP THE TET — ASCENT OF 

THE CANIGOU, 

' Kll. Miles. 
Perpignan to Bouleterndre 

(Bail) 27 17 

Vinca 33 20 

Prades 41 26 

Olelte ■ S8 36 

., Mont Louis . . . .* . 76 46 

Bourg Madame .... 98 60 

Puycerda 100 62 

Railway to Prades ; open as far as 
Bouletem^re 17 m. ; carriageiroad to 
Bourg Madame ; diligence by Prades 
to Bains de Molitg, Vemet les Bains^ 
and Mont Louis, in correspondence 
with the trains. 

The Yale of the Tet, up whose rt. 
bank our road ascends, is absorbed in 
the great plain of Roussillon, near Per- 
pignan, and it is not until after leaving 
behind, at some distance, 

lUe Stat., a walled -towa of 3260 In- 
bWb., that the road enters fairly into 
the mountains. From Vin^, another 
town, 17 m. N.W. of which are the 
sulphureous baths of FotUe del Sofre, 
useful in cutaneous affections^ the as- 
cent is gradual to 

11m. Prades, (/•»»: H. Januari, 
good.) This town of 3579 Inhab. pos- 
sesses natural warm baths, but is not 
otherwise remarkable, except for its 
pretty situation on the rt. bank of the 
Tet, at the N. base of the Canigou, 
in a valley abounding in com, wine, 
and fruits, vineyards terraced up the 
hillsides, maize and hemp fields: 
About 2 m. S. are the ruins of the 



Benedictine Abbey of St. Michel de 
Cuxa, which deserve a visit. One of 
the richest monasteries of the Order. 
Here died St. Pietro Orseolo, doge of 
Venice, who was induced to abandon 
the ducal crown, and to become a monk 
in the 10th cent. 

[5 m. N.W. of Prades (diligence f hr.) 
are the sulphur Baths oi Mditg, with 
several etablissements about 1 m. from 
the village. The peculiai* effect upon 
the skin of the Llupia spring has 
acquired for it the name of the *' Bain 
de delices."] 

Above Pmdes the plain of the Tet 
contracts into a valley; and, after pass- 
ing the old Castle of Ria^ narrows to a 
gorge at 

5 m. Villefranche (813 Inhab.), for- 
tified by Yauban, strengthened since 
1849 by a fort built between the 
town and citadel, communicating with 
vast natural caverns in the mountain, 
reached by a flight of 132 steps. 
In order to visit them the permission 
of the military commandant will be 
necessary. The neighbouring heights 
squeeze in the town as it were, and 
leave barely space for its two narrow 
streets, and the river below. 



[2 m. from Villefranche is the vil- 
lage of Cornelia, at the junction of 2 
ravines, which penetrate S. from this 
into the flanks of the Canigou (see its 
curious Romanesque Churdi), ^ a mile 
from which is 

Vemet les Bains (Inns: Thenues 
des Commandants ; - Thermos Merca- 
der, both excellent hotdlsy with baths 
attached), a watering-place (1960 ft.), 
supplied by hot sulphureous springs 
bursting out of a slaty quartzose rock, 
at the junction with the granite of the 
Canigou. They are useful in cases of 
rheumatism, paralysis, wounds, and 
ulcers. The place was visited by Ibrahim 
Pasha of Egypt, in 1846. The situation 
is very pretty, and the place is comfort- 
able and not over-crowded. Above 
Vemet rises the mined abbey St. Martin 
du Canigou, foimded by Count Quiffred 
(whose tomb is removed to the modern 
village Ch. of Castell), to expiate the 
murder of his own sou, ^ho, hastily 
attacking the Moorish invaders of this 
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country in the 10th cent., depriyed 
his fivther of a complete victory over 
them. The ruins are those of the oh. 
and crypt beneath. 

The Ascent of the Canigou, which pro- 
jects forward from the great chain of 
the Pyrenees, and rises almost isolated 
above the plain of Rousaiilon to a height 
of 9144 ft., may be made from Vemet 
or Castell in 5^ to 6 hrs. Guides 
may be hired for 5 or 6 fr. Michel 
Nou of Castell can be recommended. 
Take provisions. The path leads from 
Castell, near the ruined Abbey of St. 
Martin, and by an almost continuous 
ascent to the Granges de Cadi. 1 hr. 
above this the mules had better be 
left, the time required from here to 
the top about ^ hr. The latter part of 
the ascent is likewise up a sort of 
fissure or ohemin^ to the summit, a 
small platform on which there is a 
rude cabin, affording shelter in case of 
a sudden storm. Hence the eye sur- 
veys the plain of Boussillon, and the 
coast of the Mediterranean, with Per- 
pignan on its margin ; the valleys 
bordering on the Tet ; the moun- 
tain range of Catalonia on the S.; 
and on the W. the chain separating 
Roussillon from the Vale of Ariege. 
It is well worth while to pass the 
night at the Granges de Cadi (small 
cabane) to see the sun rise out of the 
Mediterraneaa. The descent may be 
made : — a. to Vemet in 4 hrs. ; 6. by 
Valmanva, a mining hamlet with a 
poor caoaret, to Vin5a, in 7 hrs. ; c. 
by Pla Qtaihem to Pratz de Mollo, at 
the head of the valley of the Tech, in 
6 hrs. (Rte. 99). 



The high road crosses the Tet, by a 
bridge, on quitHng Villefranche. 

6 m. Olette {Ttms: H. du Midi; H. 
de la Fontaine). Goat-skin sacks for 
carrying wine are made here, where the 
cultivation of the vine ceases; the val- 
ley becomes sterile and wild; the road, 
ascending more rapidly, traverses a 
narrow defile^ guarded and closed, in 
ancient times^ by walls, towers, and 
gateways, whose ruins still remain. A 
short tunnel has been formed to give 
passage to the roid instead of the 



steep zigzags of the old mule - path 
called Les Graus (Gradus) d' Olette. 
Near this are sulphureous thermal 
(172 F.) springs utilised in a lai^ 
etablissement. . To this succeeds an 
open expanse, a table-land of green 
meadow, a pastoral scene, surrounded 
by fir-clad heights, where separate tbe 
sources of the Tet and Segre ; and in 
the midst, at a distance of 12 m. abov 
Olette, stands 

Mont Louis (Inns : H. Jambon, in the 
town ; H. Vaillant, at la Cabanasse, the 
best, below the Citadel), a frontier for- 
tress (470 Inhab.), buUt 1681 by Vau- 
ban to guard the passage from Spain 
by the Col de la Perche. It is 5250 ft. 
above the level of the sea, the highest 
and coldest garrison town in France. 
In the square is a monument to Ge- 
neral Dagobert. It is a desolate place, 
consisting of 8 short streets, in straight 
lines, crossing one another at right 
angles, surmounted by the Citadel, 
whose casemafes cut in the rock wovdd 
receive several thousand men. A road 
runs N. from this to Carcassonne (Rte. 
93), and a path over the mountains 
by Les Angles into the vale of the 
^iege. 

At Flands, about 2 m. S. E. of Mont 
Louis, is a curious Ch, in the form of 
an equilateral triangle, whose origin 
is doubtful^ but not earlier than the 
13th cent. ; and near Bolquera, to the 
rt., is the Chapel of Font-Romeu^ con- 
taining a statue of the Virgin, attiacting 
vast crowds of pilgrims at the annual 
fdte in September. . 

About 1^ m. beyond Mont Louis the 
road crosses the 

Colde la Perche (5320 ft.); it then 
descends into the vast basin of La 
Cerdagne, traversed by nunaeroua 
streams which unite to form the Segre, 
a tributary of the Ebro. Though on 
the Spanish side 6f the watershed, the 
upper portion of this basin, to within 
a mile of Pu^reerda, belongs to France^ 
with the exeeptioa of a snudl patch 
around the village of Llivia» of about 
12 sq. kilom^res, which is entirely 
surrounded by France and traversed 
by a neutral road, and which owes iti 
existence to a verbal quibble in th« 
treaty of the Pyrenees (1659), and 
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Berves only the smuggling interest. To 
avoid Llivia the carriage-road skirts 
the slopes to the southward, and 5 m. 
below the col reaches 

Sallagossa, a town of 608 Inhab. 
-with a curious (7Aj and 16 m. farther is 

JBowg Madame, for which and 

Fuycerda, and the road to Toulouse, 
see Rte. 97. 

£6 m. N. of Bourg Madame (omnibus 
during bathing season 1 fr.) is 

Las Escaldas (Aguas Oaldas, hot 
springs), a prettily-situated bathing- 
place with tolerable accommodation, 
chiefly resorted to by Spaniards al- 
though within French territory.] 



ROUTE 99. 

FEBPIGNAN TO CAMPREDON, Bt THE 
VAULBY OF THE TECH — AMELIE 
liES BAINS — ARLES — PBATS JOE 
3IOXXO — THE CANIGOU. 

Diligences daily from the rly. stat. 
PerpigncKU to Amelie les Bains 3^ hrs., 
and Aries, 3 J hrs. 

The pofit-road (see Rte. 04) from 
Perpignan to Barcelona is followed as 
far as " ■ • • ■ '^'^ • i ■> . i.-i 

14 m. Le Bouhu (Pop. 1333 ; 4 
mineral springs supply the Baths, 
pi^ttily situated about a miie S., with 
large Hotel ; Ch. of 10th cent.) where a 
cross-road diverges W. up the Valley of 
the TeeK At Ceret, 5 m. higher up, 
the river is spanned by an ancient 
bridge of a single bold arch of 144 ft. 
span, 1«^hose construction is attri< 
buted to the Vlsiffoth kings, but 
which in reality is not older than 1352. 

Cei*et, the Ceredesium of the middle 
ages (Pop. 8737), partly i^taining its 
old walls, lies about 1 m. to 1. Prom 
the bridge the road follows the rt. 
bank of the Tech to 10 m. from Boulou. 



Amdlie- les 'Bains (calkd Ai'les-les- 
Bains until renamed in honour of the 
wife of Louis Philippe), Pop. 1390. 
(Irms: Thermes Romains ; Thermes 
Pujade, both large and comfortable 
hotels, 6.50 to 7.50 fr. per day.) 
Chalets and apartments to be had. 
Season, June to October, but also 
frequented all the year round on 
account of the mildness of climate. 
The Sulphur Springs were known to 
the Romans, of whom traces exist in 
the remains of an aqueduct, portions 
of the church, and the vaulted chamber 
in which one of the springs is received. 
There are many pleasant walks and a 
shady Park, and it is a comfortable 
residence for invalids. The olive and 
vine abound, and the orange, citron, 
cactus, and palm are to be found. 
The large Military Hospital is one of 
the most perfect of its kind in France. 
A small Fort, constructed by Louis 
XIV., crowns an eminence above the 
village. In the neighbourhood Catalan 
forges are worked supplied with ore 
from the Canigou. Beyond Amelie is 

3 m. Aries. The Tech is again crossed 
before entering the town ; which has 
2523 Inhab., more Spanish than French 
in language; old customs, &c. The 
present Church dates from 1157; the 
front and portal enriched with curious 
carving in white marble. On the 1. of 
the fagade, under a sort of shed, is a 
very ancient sarcophagus resting on 4 
feet, filled with miraele-workmg water, 
which is never exhausted, and is sold 
at 20 sous the vial-full. It owes its 
virtues to the cbffin having inclosed 
the relics of two saints, Abdon and 
Senmen, which were brought from 
Rome to free the neighbom-hood of 
Aries from dragons, lions, &c., which 
then infesibed it! Ac^oining the Ch. is 
a cloister, a range of pointed arches on 
slender pillaus, of the 13th cent., with- 
out a roof. 

Excursions from Aries by carriage- 
roads to 

a. 16 m. La Preste les Bains, a 
thermal establishment, fair accommo- 
dation, picturesquely situated at the 
head of the valley of Tech. 5 m. before 
reaching it the road traverses Prats de 
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Moilo, a frontier town of 2784 Inhab., 
surrounded by old-feahioned fortifica- 
tions, but commanded on the height 
above by the more effective Fort 
Legarde, constructed from the plans 
of Vauban. From this place a mule- 
path leads by the Col d'Ares (5000 ft.) 
to (4 hrs.) the Spanish town of Campre- 
dm, beyond which is (3 hrs.) San Juan 
dc las Abedesas {Inn: H. La Bonica^ 
clean), from which a carriage-road 
leads to (3 m.) the important coal- 
mines at Surroca. 



6. 11m. St Laurent de Cerdans (Inn:) 
H. Cassuly, fair), Pop. 2141, situated 
on a thickly-wooded high plateau, com- 
manding fine views. [3 m. farther is 
Ccnistougea (Costujas), just on the 
Spanish frontier, with Romanesque 
ch. of (?) 9th cent.] From St Laurent 
(guide for first few miles may be ob- 
tained of M. Caasuly, if alone tourist 
should be well armed), a good walker 
may reach, in 9 or 10 hrs., Olot^ in 
Catalonia, through wild and pictur- 
esque scenery, with extinct volcanoes 
similar to those of Auvergne, and pass- 
ing La Muga, where is an interesting 
cascade, near which the caves fre- 
quented by the brigand band Tra- 
buceros in 1845, San Julia, St, Aniol, 
and Castelfollit, where provisions •may 
be obtained, and excellent white wine, 
at a tolerable posada, and from whence 
Diligence daily (6 m.) to Olot (Inn: 
H. Fonda della Evtrella, fair). 

c. 3 m. Oorsavi, a village on N. slopes 
of Caiiigou, from which a mule-path; 
commanding fine views, by Batere and 
Valmanya to Vinga (see Rte. 98), in 
the valley of the Tet, and about 10 hrs. 
fi*om Aries. 

The ascent of the Canigou may be 
made from Corsavi or Prats de Mollo, 
but easier from Vemet (Rte. 98). 



ROUTE 100. 

CAB€A8S0NNE TO MONT IX>UI8 AND PUT- 
CERBA (in SPAIN), BT THE VAIXEIT OF 
THK AUDE. 



Carcassonne to 
Limoux . . 
Quillan . . 
Koqaefort . 
Querigat 
Mont Louis 



KiL 



Miles. 



25 




. 15 


63 




. 32 


17 




. 48 


89 




. 55 


113 




. 71 



Diligence daily (rly. projected) from 
Carcassonne to Quillan (4} hrs., 
3.50 frs.), from whence carriage-road 
to Mont Louis. There is some fine 
scenery in the upper valley of the Aude, 
which it continues to follow to the Col 
de Llagona, the highest point of our 
route. 

15 m. Limoux {Inn: H. Lion d'Or, 
good; H. du Pare), a small town of 
6835 Inhab., situated in a valley on 
the river Aude. The rich soil of the 
neighbouring vineyards produces a 
white wine known as La Blanquette 
de Limoux. The fdte of the Black 
Virgin, lasting 3 weeks, attracts crowds 
of pilgrims to the chapel of Our Lady 
of Marseilles, perched on a little hiU 
some short distance from the town. 
Diligences twice a day to Carcaasonne in 
2 hrs., and once a day to Foix. 

5 m. farther is the village of Aid 
(the uacient Alectum), Pop. 1350. There 
is a large Thermal Etablissement, in- 
cluding Hotel, open all the year round. 
The mineral springs are hot saline 
(86 F.) and cold ferruginous ; the 
properties resemble those of Bagn^res 
de Bigorre. Interesting ruins here of 
a Benedictine Abbave, erected in 1018. 
The ch. is in the form of an ancient 
basilica, with a pentangul«u: apse. fVom 
the Perch de Bran above the town there 
is a magnificent view. 

5 m. Couizuy at the junction of the 
Sals with the Aude ; town of 920 
Inhab. There are several sources of 
mineral waters hereabouts, and a Ther- 
mal Estiftblishment at Rcnnes les Bai$a, 
7 m. up the valley of the Sals. 
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6 m. higher up the valley of the 
Aude is 

Quiilan (Pop. 2556), surmounted by 
the ruins of an old castle, and with 
extensive forests in neighbourhood, 
cloth factories, sawmills, &c. 1 m. W. 
is the pretty little etablissement of 
Ginoles, cold saline and sulphureous 
springs. 

[Diligences by Lavelanet to Foix 
(38 m., Rte. 97), and to Perpignan 
(46 m., Rte 94), passing through Font 
de Charla over the Col de St. Louis 
(2900 ft.-), and hj— Candies (15 m.), 
village of 1969 Inhab., with Chapel of 
Notre Dame de la Vail, from which fine 
view. — St. Pavi de Fenouillet (7 m.), 
village of 2164 Inhab. 3 m. N. of 
which, in a narrow defile, is the grotto 
of St. Antoinede Galamus. — Estagel (11 
m.), village of 2313 Inhab., prettily 
situated on rt. bank of the Agly, with 
a bust by David of Angers opposite 
the house where the astronomer Arago 
was born.] 

3 m. beyond Quillan the road enters 
the savage and picturesque defile of 
Pierre Lis, and traverses a tunnel 
130 ft. in length, and 4 m. farther, 
just beyond where the road to Per- 
pignan branches off to 1., is Axat, 
celebrated for its prunes, from whence 
the road mounts by zigzags to 



8 m. Roquefort, a village of 755 Inhab., 
and then crosses the Col de Bousquet, 
from whence a fine view. A rather 
dangerous descent leads into the nar- 
row gorge of the Aude, where are 
several bathing etablissements (Bains 
d'Escouloubre, Carcani^res, &c.), situ« 
ated on terraces blasted out of the 
rock, and supplying rough accommo- 
dation. From here the road ascends 
and reaches 

9 m. Qu^rigut, the ancient Quera- 
centum^ a once flourishing village when 
peopled by the Protestants ; it was 
the capital of the district of the Done- 
gau. From here a steep ascent to the 
Col des Ares (5230 ft. above the sea), 
and descent to 

7 m. Formigueres (Pop. 816), ancient 
capital of the district of Capsir. There 
is a curious church here, dating from 
the 9th cent. King Sancho of Aragon 
died here in 1324. At Formigueres a 
road branches off on 1. to Olette ; that 
to Mont Louis continues up the valley 
of the Aude, and near its source, at 
L'Etang de TAude, traverses a fine 
pine forest, and attains the watershed 
at the Col of La Llagonne (5643 ft.), 
a little beyond which* is the village of 
the same name, in the valley of the 
Tet, 2 m. before reaching 

8 m. Mont Louis (Rte. 98). 



IFratice, 1873.] 
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D AAS, 



d'Aas, i24 

Abancourt, J5 

Abbeville, 19 

Abd-el-Kader, 201 

Abelard (at St. 6ilda9)> 167; 

his birthplace, 224 
Aber lldut, river, 143 
Abiis, 210 
Ablon, 186 
TAcaiu, jii 
8t. Acheul, 25 

ACCOUS, J20 

Achiet, 9 

Adour, river, J19, J44, J49; 

passage of the, joj 
St. Adresse, 7^ 
St. Afrique, 367 
Agde, J08 
Agen, 284 
Aginoourt, 6 

Agnes Sorel, 6j, 66^ 212, 2J2 
Agout, river, 569 
d'Aguesseaa, 264 
Ahusky, jo8 
I'Aigle US 
St. Algnan, 200 
Aigrefeuille, 229, 24; 
AigttiUon. 28$ 
Ailly le Haut Clocber, 2o 

sur-Noye, 26 

Aire, 7, J19 

to Tarbes, J19 

Albert, 9 

Albi, 281 

Albigeols, 282, 368. 369 

Albret, Sires de, ioj 

Aldudes, 107 

Alen9on, no, IJ5 

Alet, J84 

Alleaume, 90 

Allonnes, 210 

TAllouette tunnel, 261 

Almeneches, no 

St. Amand, 264 

— de Boix, 238 

Ambazac, 262 

Ambes, 298 

AmbleteuFe, ij 

Amboise, 200: castle, 200 

d'Amboise, Card, 200 

Amelie-ies-Baius, 3^3 

Amiens, 20; plan of, 21; 

cathedral, 20; taken by the 

Spaniards, 24 



ARNAUT. 

Amiens to Rouen, J5 
Amphitheatre. See Cahors, 
270; Perigueux, 267; Poi- 
tiers, 2j6 ; Saintes, zjo 
Ampoule, sainte, 207 
Ancenis, 223 
Andsan, 346 
Andelle, 57 
les Aniielys, 59 

Andorre, 380 

de Cubsac, 242 

d'Aneou, Col, 326 

Anet, chateau d', 1 34 

Anetz. 221 

Angers, 169; castle, 169; ca- 
thedral, 170; museums, 171 ; 
churches, 171 ; hospital, 172 ; 
neighbourhood, 173 : slate- 
quarries, 173 

— — to Nantes, 221 

to Nlort, 227 

Angerville, 188 

Anglet, 307 

Ango, 38 

Angoulgme, 239 ; castle, cathe- 
dral, 239; remarkable natives, 
239 

st Aniol, J84 

Anjou, 169 

St. Anne d'Auray, 166 

Anne of Brittany, 175 

Ante, river, 109 

St. Antonin, 269 

Appeville, 39 

Aragnoaet, 346 

Arago, M., 375 

Aran, Val d', 354, 358 

Arcachon, 301 

Areizans-Dessus, 328 

Arcueil, 193 

Ardenne, 85 

ArdevoD, 103 

Ardres, 5 

Arengosse, 318 

Argeles, 328, 330, 31S 

Argences, 81 

Argentan, no, 135 

Argenton, 262 

Arguenon, river, 136 

Arlege, river, 377, 379 

Aries, fort, 383 

ANos, 358 

St. Armel, 136 

Armenti^res, 10 

Armorica, anc, 137 

Amaut, Pierre, 31 3* i 30 



AVEYRON. 

Arpijon, 187, 210 

Arques, castle and battle of, 38 

, river, 36 

Arras, 7 

Arreaii, 345 

Arrens, 328 

d'Arse, valley, 364 

Artenay, 188 

Artesian well, the first, 7 

Arthur, king, his court, 146 

Artigues Tellin, 358 

d'Artouste, Lac, 324 

Arudy, 321 

Arveyres, 242 

Asdsp, 219 

Aso(j, 13 

Asmeres. 40, 54 ( 

Aspe, Val d', 319 

Aspln, 345 

Assier, 268 

Astaffort, 318 

St. Astier, 267 

Astos, Val d', 348 

Auber, his birthplace, 84 

Aubert, 358 

Aubette, 44 

Aubigne, lit 

St. Aubin, 39 

du Cormier, 113 

la Ferte, 260 

Bur-Mer, 85 

d'Anbisque, 327 

les Anbrala^ x88 

Auch, 318 

Aucan, 328 

Aude, river, 368 ; valley, 3Z4 

Audleme, 158 

Audruiclc, 6 

Auffay, 39 

Aulne, river, 142, 157 

Aulus, 364 

Auray, 160; excursions from, 

x6o. 
Auray to Nantes» 166 
Aure, river, 89 ' 

, Val d', 345 

Aurlgny (Alderney), 98 
Austreberthe, 69 
Autrerive, 377 
Auvers, 29 
Avalon, 146 
Avary, 195 
Av^n, 346 
Avenieres, 130 
St. Aventhi, 347, 356 
Aveyron, river, 2(^ 

8 2 
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AVIGNONET. 

Avignonet, }68 
Avortk stream, 22o 
Avranches, 102 
Avre, river, IJ4 
Ax, 379 
Axat, J85 
Ayron, 227 
Azay-le-Rideau, 21 j 
Azincour, 6 
Aznn, Val d', 3 Jo 

B. 
Bages, 375 
Bagueres de Bigorre, 349; 

baths, 350 : conveyances, 

guides, 351 ; promenades, ex- 
cursions, 352 

to Luchon, 345, iSS 

de Ludion, 3$5 

to Veqasque, 347. 3^9 

to VicdesBOS and Foix, 364 

Bagneux, 218 

JBalgorry, 307 

Bailleul, 10 

BaXse, 318 

)e Bal, 161 

Balue, Card, 209 

Bannalec, 158 

Banyuls, 376 

Bapaume, 9, 65 ; vale of, 62 

Barbastro, 362 

St. Barbe, 163 

Barbe Bleu, 222 

Barbezieux, 231 

Bareges, 341 

Barentin, 09 

Barfleur, 92 

BameviUe, 92 

Barre-y-va, 63 

Barrere, Bertrand, 349 

les Barres, 233 

Barsac, 286 

la Barthe, 354 

Basque Roads, 247 

Basques, 310 

Basse Indre, 168 

Basselin, Oliver, 11 1 

Bastan Valley, 311, 341. 343 

Bastides, 241 

Baths in the Pyrenees, 254 

Batignolleif, 40 

Battles— 

Arques, 38 

Auray, 160 

Azincour, 6 

Castelnaudary, 369 

Chollet, 226 

Coutras, 241 

Crecy, 19 

Preux, 133 
I Furmigny, 89 

the Herrings, 188 

la Hougae, 91 

Ivry, 79. ^4 
Jamac, 240 

Laval, 131 
V le Mans. 130 
Montlh^ry, 187 
Orthez. 31 j 
Ftitay, 188 



BERUI. 

Battles- 
Poitiers, 237 
la Bochelle, 24$ 
Tarbes, 349 
Torfou, 225 
Toolonse, 279 
Ushant 144 
Val-es^Dunes, 81 
Vemeuil, 134 

Batz, 181 

, island, 147 

Baud, 165 

Bayeux, 88: cathedral, 88; 
tapestry, 88 

Bayle, 378 

Bayonne, 304 ; dtadel, 304 ; ca- 
thedral, 304 ; passage of the 
Adour, 305 ; commerce, 305 ; 
railways, 307 

to Iran in Spain, 309 

to Toulouse, 308 

Bayouneite, 311 

Bdzas. 286 

Baziege, 368 

Beara 248 

rt. Beat, 354. i58 

la Beauce, 125, 188 

Beaucens, chateau of, 331 

fieaudeau, 344 

Beaugency, 195 

Beaulieu, 211 

Beaumont-, chateau de, 156 

sur-Oise, 28 

le Roger, 80 

Beauport abl)ey, 145 

Beauvais, 33 ; siege, 34 

Beauvoir, 102 

Bee, abbey of, 80 

Bee d'Ambes, 298 

Hellouin, 80 

Becket, Thomas, 81 

BedeiUac, 378 

Bedous, 320 

Behobie, 311 

Behuard, He, 221 

Bellegarde fort, 376 

Belle Isle, 160 

Belle-lle-B^gard, 137 

Bellgme, 135 

Belleville, 228 

■Bellevue, 121 

Bellocq, 312 

Belves, 270 

St. Benoist, 238 

St. Beuoit, 197, 244 

Benque, 157 

Beranger, 210 

Berenz, 312 

Bergerac, 142 

Ben;on8, Pic de, 336 

Berjou, 135 

Berland, Kerrc, ^90 

BemacDebat, 319 

Beraadotte, 316 

Bernay, 80 

Bernieres, 85 

Berny, 193 

Berret, 321 

Berrl, 261 

, Da^hessede, 176, 298 



BORDEAUX. 

Bersac, 262 

St. Bertln, 6 

Bertrand, Gen., 261 

Bt Bertrand de Commkiges, 

354. J63 

Beasines, 244 

Betharram, 329 

Bethune, 7 

— river, 38, 62 

Betton, 108 

Beime river, 269 

Beuzeville, 70 

Beuzival, 87 

Beycheville, 299 

Beynac, 265 

Beyrede, 34J * 

Beziers, Vicomte de, 370 

Bezons, 40 

Biarritz. 309 

Bidart, 310 

Bidassoa, passage of the, 311 

Btelle, 32a 

Bielsa, 346 

Bigorre, 349 

Bilhere, 313 

Binic, 145 

Bioux Artignes, {24 

Biron castle, 270 

Bizy. cbilteau, 42* 

Black Prinoe, 20, 84, 227. 264, 
265, 294, 329, 349. i'i° 

le Blanc, 244 

lilancbe, abbaye, 112 

Blanchelande, 91 

Blanquefort, 296 

Blanquetaque, 18 

Blavet, river, 154, 159 

Blaye. 298 

Bleu, Lac, 352 

Blois, 196; castle. 196; 
churches, 197; illustrioub na- 
tives, 198 

, Peter of, 198 

le Bocage of Normandy, no 

of la Vendee, 227 

Bochart, his birthplace, 84 

Boes, 312 

la Bohalle, 221 

Boisset-Pacy, 79 

Bolbec, 70 ; valley of the, 64 

Bolingbroke's chateau, 193 

Bolquera, 382 

Bonchamps, 223, 226 

Bone-houses, 118 

Bon Encontre, 318 

Bonnemain, 108 1; 

Bonneval, 210 

Bonneville, 79 

Bonnidres, 42 

Bon Port, abbey, 60 

Books— on Brittany, 119; the 
Pyrenees, 256 

las Bordas, 358 

BoRDEAFX, 287; cathedral. 
290; Tour de Peybcrland, 
290; churches, 291 ; plan of 
the city, 288, 289; belftr. 
291 ; ruins of 4mphithc«trp. 
292; gates, 392; pictnies 
museum, library, theali<» 
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BORDEAUX. 

promenades, cemetery,' 292, 
29; ; (Miumerce, 293 ; rail- 
ways. 294; steamers, 294; 
environs, 294 ; history, 294 

Bordeaux bridge, 24 j 

to Bayonne, joi 

to 'I'afbes, ii9 

to la Tour de Cordouan, 

296 

wines, 296 

Borderes, 346 

Bord'baut, 56 

Bords, 130 

Bore In the Seine, 64 

Boscherville, St. George de, 
63,65 

Bosust, 358 

Boucou, 304 

Bouille. la, 53, 63 

Boulogne-sur- filer, 14 ; English 
at, 14 ; the port, 14 ; museum, 
15 ; library, 15 ; cathedral, 
16: Napoleon's camp and 
flotilla at, 16; column, 17 

to Paris, 18 

Boulou, 376, j8j 

Bourbon Vendee, 228 ; ue Na- 
poleon Vendee 

Bourdonnais, Mahe de la, 107 

Bourg (Gironde), 298 

J)ieu or Deols, 261 

— — d'Hambye, 100 

Madonnc, 383 

— — la Reine, 193 

Bourgtheroude, 80 

Bourienne, 84 

Bourthe valley, i ?5 

Bousanne, river, 262 

Boussens, 363 

Bouvlnes, i| 

Boves, 26 

Brane-Mouton, 299 

Brantdme, 265 

Branilis, 154 

Brech, 166 

Breche de Roland, 337, 339 

la Brede, chateau de, 287 

Brehal, 100 

Bresle, 76 

Bressnire, 227 

Brest, IJ9; dockyard, 140; 
hospital, 141 ; roadstead, 142 ; 
environs, 142 

— - to Nantes, 156 

Breteuil, 26 

Bretlgny, 187 

Bretoncelles, 128 

Bretteville. 87 

Breuillet, 210 

Brlante, river, no 

Bricquebec, 92 

St. Brieuc, 137 

to Brest, 144 

Brionne, 80 

Briouze, 135 

Brissac, chateau, 221 

Beittant, 114; character of 
the country, 114 ; language, 
114; people^ scenery, and 



CALLAC. 

buildings, 11$; ancient mo- 
numents, 116; superstition, 
117; ecclesiastical monu- 
ments, 118 ; connection with 
England, 119; Chouannerle, 
X19; books to consult, 119; 
skeleton tour, 120; accom- 
modation for travellers, 126 

Bilve, 268 

Brix or Bruis, 92 

Broons, 136 

Brosses, Pierre de, 216 

Broto, 340 

Broussette, Casa do, }26 

Brueil-Blagney, 78 

Brummel, !peau, 84 

Brune, Marshal, 268 

Brunei, birthplace of, 56 

Bruniquel, 269 

Bucharo, 341 

Buchy, 35 

Bueil, 79 

Bugeaud, Marshal, 264, 267 

Buglose, 30; 

la Bugue, 270 

le Bulsson, 270 

Bully-Grenay, 7 

Bures, 62 

Bussiere-Galant, 265 

Butler, Dr., his grave, 6 

Butte de Caesar, 164 

de Lima<;on, 331 

de Tumiac, 167 

Buzan9ais, 213 

Buzay, 180 

C. 

Cabourg, 86 

Cade, 382 

Cadeac, 346 

Cadillac, 286 

Cadoudal, George, 166 

Cadouin, 270 

Caen, 81 ; ch. of St. Pierre, 81 ; 
Abbaye aux Hommes, grave 
of William the Conqueror, 
82 ; Abbaye aux Dames, 82 ; 
castle, 83; Girondin leaders 

>i at, 84; illustrious natives, 
84; environs, 85; stone- 
quarries, 86 

«— ^ to Cherbourg, 87 

to Laval, 136 

to Tours, 108 

Caesar at Portus Itius, 11 

Cafes, xxi 

Caffiers, 13 

Cagots, 252, 335. 35 J 

Cahors, 270; cathedral, 270; 
capture of, 271 

Cailly, valley of, 69 

Calais, 3 

to Brussels, 9 

to Paris by Amien?, 3 

to Paris by Boulogne, 13 

Calas, Jean, 278 

Caligula at Boulogne, 15 

Callac, 154 



CAUTERETS. 

Calonne, river, 77 

Calvados, Dept., 78, 81 

Camblel, 346 

Cambo, 307 

Camous, 345 

Campan, Val de, 344 ; marble- 
quarries, 345» 351 

Campbell the poet, his death, 16 

Campredon, 784 

Canfd de la Garonne, 282 

Canal du Midi, 368 

Cancala, 106 ; Rocher du, 106 

Cancha, river, 18 
' Cancby, 19 

Candes, 215, 216 

Canaan, 358 

Canfranc, 320 

Canigou, 382 

Canteleu, 62, 65 

Cany, 75 

Capdenac, 268 

to Montpellier, 365 

Capecure, 16 

Capendu. 371 

Capsir, 385 

Capvem, 353 

Caradoc cbateaii, 306 

Carbonne, 363 

Carcanieres, 385 

Carcatisonne, 369 

to Mont Louis and Puy- 

cerda, 384 

Carentan, 89 

Carhaix, 154 

Carlat-le-Comte, 378 

Carmaux, 282 j 

Camac, i6x 

Carquefou, 153 

Carriages, xix 

Carrier, the infiEimous, 177, 178 

Cartier, Jacques, 107 

Carvln, 12 
St. Cast, 152 
Castell, 382 
Castel Jaloux, 322 

Leon, 358 

CastelfoUit, 384 
CasteloAU, 282, 319 
Castelnaudary, 369 
Castel Sarrazin, 283 
Castillon, 241, 364 
Castres, 369 
Catalan, 374 

Cathelineau, death of, 178 
ste. Catherine de Flerbois, 2il 
Catherin« de Medids, her ob- 
servatory, 197 ; her resi- 
dence, 200, 306 
Caudebec, 63, bn 
Caudebecquet, 06 
Caudles, 385 
Caudos, 302 
Caulnes-Dinan, 136 
Caumont stone-quarries, 63 
Caumont, M. de, 85 
Cannes, marble-quarries, 37 1 
Caussade, 319 
Cauterets, 331 
to Luz, 335 



ISBEX. 



CAUX. 

Caiix, Pays <)e, 67, 69 

Gazeaiu^ J47 . 

Oazeres, 319, 363 

Celtic remains in Brittany, 1x6 

Cercoltes, 188 

Ceret, j8j 

Cerizet cascade, jj; 

CeroQ liver, 269 

Cerons, 286 

Cesson, Tour de, 157 

Chabenet, 262 

Chalaii, 241 

Chalandry, 227 

Chalonette, river, 188 

Chalonnes, 227 

(v'haluij, 264, 265 

Cbalusset, 264 

Chamarande, 187 

Cbambord, ciifiteau, 198 

Champtoce, 222 

Champtoceaux, 223 

Chandos, Sir John, 90, 24J 

Chanteloup, 202 

Chantenay, x68 

Chantereine. 97 

Chantilly, 26 

Cliapel Pol, 147 

sur-Erdre, 15? 

sur-Loire, 216 

Cbarente, river, 2 ?o, 238, 246 
Charette; death of, 178 
Charles X., 124 

the Simple, 58 

Cbavlesmesnil, castle, 39 

Charmant, 241 

Cliarroux, 2j8 

(Jhars, 61 

Cbartn'ai, 125 ; cathedral. 125 

Nunnery of the, 165 

Chafiseneuil« 2ji 
Chftteau d'Adani, 92 
Cb&teaabourg, i?2 
Chateaubriand, M. de, 108 
Chfiteaubriant. 15; 
CMteaudun, 210 
Chateau rEv§que, 265 

le Foret, 1 19 

Gaillard, 4J, 57. 58 

Gonthier, 131 

Lafitte, 299 

Latour, 299 , 

Leoville, 299 

Chftteaulin, '57 
Chateau du Loir, i i 

Margaux, 298 

Ch&teauneuf, 149, 194, iji 
Cb&teau Renault, 210 
Cb&teauroux, 261 
Ch&telaudren, IJ7 
Gifttelier, 149 
Cbaiellerault, 2J2 
Cbfttenay, 193 
Ch£tlllon-6ur-Indre, 21 J 

Bur-Seinf, 186 

— — sur-Sevre, 227 
Cbatou, 55 
Chaumont, 61, 200 
Chaussee, la, 54 
Chaussey islands, 100 
Chauvlgny, 24J 



COBDE. 

ObaTilk, 122 

Checy, 104 

Chef de Pont, 90 

Ghemille, 227 

Chenooceaux, cbftteftn of, 202 

CbeptalnviUe, 187 

Cber, riye^ 200, 202, 20}, 211, 

2x3, 216, 232, 261 
Cherbourg, 93 ; dockyard, 9I ; 

Digue, 95 

to S . Malo, 98 

St. Cheron, 210 

Chery, 261 

Chevilly, x88 

Chevreuse, 124 

Chinon, ixj 

Choisy, 186 

CboUe^ 222 

la Chouanerie, 119, iji 

Chouzy, 200 

St. Christie, 318 

Churchill the poet, his death, 16 

Clerp, 354 

Cinq Mars, 215 ; la Plic de, 2if 

Cintegabelle, 377 

Cire, 246 "^ 

Cirque, 251. 3i8, 159 

Cite des iJmes, 38 

Civray, 238 

Clain, river, 236, 237 

ste. Claire-sur-Epie, 56 

Clamart, i2x 

Clan, 233 

Clarabide, Porte de, 346 

Clarendon, lord, 52 

Claret wine, 297 

Clees, 33 

Clemcnce Isaure, 272 

de Maille, 261, 295 

Cleres, 39 

sur-Oise, 26 

Clermont-eur-Loire, 224 
Clery N. Dame de, 195 
Clicby, 43 

Clia»on, 224 ; castle of, 224 
. Constable de, 155, iw 

St. Cloud, 122 

les Clouzeaux, 228 
Cloyes, 210 
Coaraze, 329 
CoatBily, 157 
Cocherei, 79 
Cochrane, lord, 247 
Cognac, 231 
Colayrac, 285 
Collgny, 27 
Collioure, 375 
Colombcs, 40 
Colonne Napoleon, 17 
Columby, 90 
Combat des Trente, 155 
Combleaux, 194 
Combourg, 108 
Comines, 20 
Comminges, 354 
Concarneau, 158 
Conches, 79 
Condat, 241 

Conde, le Grand, at CJiantUIy, 
27 



CUTIER. 

Conde Stat. 128 

Contie-sur-Noirean, X35 

CondlUac, 195 

Condom, 318 

Condorcet, 121 

Conjuration d'Amboi«, 200 
' Connerr^, X28 

I Conqueror, William the, his 
" mark." 49 ; at Rouvray, 61 ; 
his resideuce at LillebcMine, 
68; his fleet and army, 
86 ; his escape from Valognes, 
I 90 ; his birth, 109 ; bis statue. 
109; bis death and funeral, 
41. 50, 82;. his grave, 82 
I Conques, 365 
I Conquet, 14) 
' la (Joquille. 265 
i Corbel I, 186 
' Corbie, 9 

Corday, Charlotte, 84 
I Gordemai^, x68 
; Cordes, 269 
! Cordouan, Tour dc, 300 
I Cormery, 21 1 
; Cornelia, vale of, j8i 
; ComeiUe, 91 
' Comouailles, 119, 154 
I Corps Nudp, 153 

Correze, 268 

Corsavl, 384 

Corseul, 152 

CorseuUes, 86 

Cosson, river, 198 

Cdte des Peux Amans, ^9 

COtentin, 89 

Cotton manufacture, 52 

Couesnon, river, 105 

Couhe-Verac, 238 

Couiza, 384 

Couliboeuf, 108 

Coulombiers, 244 

Courbassil, 380 

Courbevoie, 54. 122 

la Couronne, abbey, 240 

Courrler, P. It, 215 

Courvlllc, 127 

Coustouges, 384 

Couteaubicres, river, 2. to 

Coutances, 99 ; ci\theili al, 99 

Coutras, 241, 267 

CouviUe, 93 

Crach, 165 

la Creche, 245 

Crecy, 19 

Crell, 26 

to Beauvais, 3 J 

to Paris, 28 

to Gournay, 3J 

Creullly, 85, 87 

Creuse, river, 232, 744, zCl 

Criquctot. 74 

Crolsic, 182 

Croix, Verie, 216 

la Croix, 202 

le Crotoy, 18 

Crume, river, 226 

Cubbftc, 242 

Cunault, 20 

Cuvler, 75 
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ST. OYBARD. 

St. Cybaid, 240 
Qyllndre, Mt., J19 
at Cyprien, 271 
St Cyr, I2J, 210 
— — en Val, 260 

ID. 

Dagaeniere, 220 
Damlens, his birthplace, 9 
Dompierre, chateaux de, 124 

220 

Dange, 2J2 

Daoulas, 157 

Danietal, 35, 5J,; valley, 44, 

Dax, J03 

to Pan, i03t JI4 

Deanville, 78 

Decazeville, J65 

]>ela8, 298 

Delambre, birthplace of, 25 

Delavlgne, Casimir, Urthplace 

^of,7j 

Dellile, abbe, izi 

la Delivrande, 86 

St. Denis, 29, 241, 268 ; abbey, 

JO 

' le Guest, 100 

Departments of France, xxvi 

Descartes, 2J2 

Despourrfns, poet, J20 

Desves, 18 

Deville, 69 

Diana of Poitiers, 114, 191, 202 

St. Die, 198 

Dieppe, 16 ; church, j6 ; castle, 

37 ; environs, j8 
— — to Bouen, 36 
Dieppedale, 62 
Diligences, xx 
Dioan, 149 

to Bennes, 152 

Dinard, 107, 149 
Dissais-sur-Vienne, 2jj 
Dives, 78. 86 

river, 78, 86 

Dol, 10$ 

Dolmens, 116, 128, 147, 158, 

161, 165, 180, 181, 218, 236 
Domfront, 113 
Donegau, 385 
Donges, 180 
le Dorat, 244 
Dordogne, 241, 270, 298 
Douai, 12 
Douameuez, 158 
Dourdan, 210 
Dourdou valley, 365 
la Doutre, 172 
DragtMinades, 283 
Dreffeac, 168 • 

Dreux, 133 ; battle of, 133 
Drot, river, 270 
Dnbois, Card., 268 
Ducange, binhplace of, 25 
Duclair, 63, 65 
Dugnai Tix>uin, 107 
Daguesclin, i;6, 152, 160 
Dumeril, birthplace of, 25 



ETZIES. 

Duncan, 128 
Dupin, Mad., 203 
Duplessis Momay, 217 
Dnpusrtren, 264 
Durbelli^re, 226 

E. 

Eanlne, river, 38 

Eaux-Bonnes, 325 

— — to Cauterets or Luz, 327, 

328 
Eaux-Chaudes, 321 

to Cauterets, 326, 328 

Ebblinghem, 7 

Ebro, rise of, 354 

I'Ecluse, 149 

Ecouen, 28 

Ecouis, 57 

Edward 111. at Orecy, 19 

Eguzon, 262 

Elbueuf, 44, 60 

Elle river, 158 

Klne, 375 

Elom river, 139, 142 

Klven, 167 

St. Emilion, 241 

Enghien-les^Bains, 29 

English abroad, xxviii 

at Boulogne, 14 

ste. Engrace, 308 

Entecade, 359 

d'Entraigues. St. Michael, 240 

Entre Deux Mers, 242, 298 

EpanviUers, 238 

Eperon, 124 

Epinay, 187 

Epone, 41 

Epte, river, 56 

Eideveii, 161 

Erdre, river, 153, 173 

Ermont, 29 

Eacaladieu, 353 

Escaldas, las, 383 

Escalquens, 368 

Escot, 320 

Escoublac, 181 

Escoulonbre, 38? 

Espiadut, marble*quarries, 345 

Espiiigon, Lac, 348 

Esfsera, val d', 360 

Easonne, 186; river, 186 

Estaines, lac d\ 320 

Estagel, 375. 3^5 

Esteno, 354 

d'Estrees, Gabrielle, 25 

Etampes, 187 

Etaples, 18 

sL Etienne, de Monluc, x68 

de Rouvray, 6i 

Etrechy, 187 

Etretot, 74 

Etsaut, 320 

Eu, 75 

Eure, river, 59, 79,- 125, ijh ^U 

Evran, 152 

Evre, river, 261 

£weux, 79 

Kygun, 320 

Eyzies, 269 



FRANCIS. 

• F. 

Fabre, revolutionist, 371 

Faisans, lie de, 312 

Falaise, 108 ; castle, 109 

le Faou, 156 

Faoftet. if4 

Fastolf, Sir John, 188 

Fauga, 363 

Fauguerolles, 286 

Fecamp, 74 

Fenelon, 121, 267, 271 

St. Fereol, 369 

la Ferte, meaning of, 260 

Ferte-Bemard, 128 

la Fert6 Mace, 135 

Field of the Cloth of Gold, 5 

Fiennts, 13 

Figeac, 268 

Figueras, 376 

Finlsierie, Dept, 137, 139, 14O, 

157 
Fiquainville, 79 

Fishermen of Boulogne, 15 
Flamainville, 98 
Flamboyant Gothic, 118. 17;. 

261, 363 
Flanders, French, i 
Flavy-le-Martel, 26 
Flers, 135 
Fleurance, 318 
Fleury-sur-Andelle, 57 
St. Florent, 223 
Florlan, 193 
Folx, 377 

, Gaston de, 313, 377 

— — , Gaston Phoebus, 313, 330i 

J77 
Folgoet, church of, 148 

Fodleville, 26 

la Fonderie. 307, 320 

Fontaine, Henri, 86 

Fontanelles abbey, 228 

Fonte del Sofre, 381 

F(Mitenay, 93 

aux Boses, 19 

le Comte, 22 

Fontevrault abbey, 219 

Font&oide abbey, 373 

Forest, 12 

la Forge Feret, 57 

les Forges, 221 

Forges les Eaux, 35 

Formerie, 35 

Formicpieres, 385 

Formigny, 89 ; battle, 89 

Foe, 358 

Fouche, 178 

Fougeres, 113 

Fouilloy, 35 

Fonrtic, 28$ 

France, introdactory inforina- 
tion respecting, ix; a tra- 
veller's view of, xxiii; De- 
partments and Provinces, 
xxvi ; siceleton tour through, 
XXX ;^ chronological table of 
kings, xxxl 

Francis I., his birth, 231 

— — XL, his d(?atb, 192 
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LA FUESNAI8. 

la Fresnais, io6 
Fresnay la Mere, iio 
Fresne-Gamllly, 87 
Freteval, 210 
Frobisher, his deatli, 156 
Frolssart, J5, 84, 25 j, 286. jij, 

m, m 353 
Fnentarabia, jxi 

G. 

^abas, jij 

St. Gabriel, 87 

la Gucherie, 15; 

Gaillard, chateau, 4J, 57, 58 

GaiUefontaine, iS 

GaiUoD, 42 

Galgals, 117 

Galignani, i2 

Gallego, river, J26 

Gambetta, 208 

Gan, ill 

la Garaye, 152 

la Garenne, 225 

Oargantua, Chaire de, 6j, 65 

tjat^^asse, Grotto of, ^54 

(largilesse, 262 

Ga&onne, rlTer, 242, 276, 282, 

158, 36} 

, descent, of, 296 

below Bordeaux, 297 

, sources of, 354, 358, j6o 

Gartempe, viaduct of, 262 
Gasoony, 248 
GatteviUe, cape, 92 
Gaul)e, lac de, 3i4 
St. Gaudeos, 363 
Gault St. D^lls, 210 
Gauriac, 298 
Gavarnie, 33% 

Port de, 340 

Gave d'Oloron, J19 

de Pan, 314, J29 

Gaves, 250 

Gavr lonls, 164, 165 

Gazinet, 301 

Gedre, 331 

Geloz, J22 ; su Castel Jaloux 

Gen^ay, 238 

leGenest, 131 

ste. Genevieve. 54 

Madame de, her grave, SS 

Gennes, 220 
Genos*. 346 
St. Ge«)rge, 222 

Boscherville, 63, 65 

St. Georges, 367 
St. Geours, jcS 
St Germain-en-Laye, 55 

to Rouen, 57 

Hallway, 54 

forest, 40, $6 

-^—sur-Ue, 108 
St. Germer, 6i 
Gers, dept., 31S 
Gessoriacum, anc, 14 
Gestel, 158 
Gien, 194 
— — to Orleans, 
st.;^Gilda8, 168 



LE HAVRE. 

St. Gildas de Rhuys^ 167 
Glnoles, 385 
Gironde, 296, 298 

river, 229, 242 

Glrondins, 84, 241, 295 

St. Girons, 164 

Gisors, 61 

GlisoUes, 79 

GI06 Monliort, 80 

Goderville, 74 

le Got, 270 

la Gooesnlere, 106 

Gonesnon, 148 

Gouet, river. 137 

Goamay, 61 

Goust, 323 

Graissessac, 367 

Grainville, 74 

Gramat, 268 

Grand Lieu, lac, 179 

— — Mont, 167 

Grande Cheminee, 90 

GranvUle, 100, 270 

la Grave, d'Ambar^s, 242 

Graville, 70 

Gregory of Tours, 207 

Grenade. 282, 319 

GreneUe, 121 

Greniers de Cesar, 201 

Gresset, poet, birthplace of, 25 

Gretrv, composer, 29 

la Greve, 103 

Grip, 344 

Grissolles, 282 

Guchen, J46 

Guemort, 28? ' 

la Guepie. 209 

Guerande, 181 

Guerche, cb&teau de, 2J2 

Guesle, valley, 124 

Guettary,jio 

Gulbray, 110 

Guienne, 248 

Guier, river, 146 

Guildo, castle, 152 

GuiUotiere, 431 ; see Lyons 

Gulmiliau, 1J9 

Guines, 5 

Guingamp, 137 

Guiscard. 26 

Guise, Henri. Due de, 76, 133 

assassination, of, 196 
, Fran9ol8, due de, 4 

assassination of, 192 
Guiton, 245 

H. 

Hachette, Jeanne, 34 

Hacqueville, 56 

Hague, Cap la, c^8 

Ham. 25 

Hambye, loo 

Hardelot, forest, 18 

Harflenr, 70 

Hastingues, jo8 

Hantevllle, 99 

le Havre, 71 ; harbour 71 ; 

history,* 72 ; baths, 73 ; 

steamers from, 73 



INGRANDE8. 

Havre to Caen, 78 

to Dieppe, 73 

to Honfleur, 77 

la Haye. 232 

Hazebronck, 7 

to Amiens, 7 

H<^, Val d', 331 ; village, 337 

Hebert the anarchist, 1 1 1 

Hectaires, xiv 

Hede, 152 

Heilles, 33 

Helette, 307 

I'Hfemery, valley, 188 

Hendaye, 311 

Hennebont 159 

Henri III., his share in the 
murder of the Duke of Guise, 
197 

Henri IV. at Dieppe, 37 ; at 
Arques, 38 ; at Rosny,42 ; at 
Ivry, 79, 134; atCahors, 271 ; 
at Norac, 285 ; his birthplace, 
31;; his cradle, 315; his 
childhood in the Pyrenees, 

329 
Henry II., pierre de, 102 ; his 

birthplace, 129 
Henry V. at Azincour, 6 ; at 

Harfleur, 70 
Herault. river, 367 
Herbergemeni 228 
Herblay, 29 
St Herboi^ 154 
r Hermitage. 136 
Herrings, battle of the 188 
St. Hilaire Harcouet, 113 
Hoche, birthplace, 122 
Honfleur, 77 

Hortense, queen, her grave, 55 
Hospitalet, 380 
Houdan, 133 
la Hougue, Cape, 91 
laHoule 106 
Houlgate. 78, 87 
Hourat, 322 
Hourquettes, 251 
St Hubert, 149 

HueIgoet,i53; lead-nUnes. l;} 
Huet, Bp., birthplace of. 84 
Huguenot, derivation or, 208 
la Hunaudaye, 152 
la Hutte, III 

L 

Ifs, 86 

les Ifs Etretat, 74 

lie Adam, 29 

d'Aix, 246 

Behuard, 221 

Belle. 57 

Bouchard, 232 ^ 

de France, i 

St Michel, 159 

de Re, 

lUe, 381 
Indre. 211, 21 j 
Indret, 180 
Ingouville, 73 
Ii^p«Qdes, 222, 232 



JKBEX, 



INNS. 

luns, XX 

Inquisition in Tottlouae» 277 

Iron, J12 

Islgny, 89 

risle river, 241 

— — anx Moines, 165 

deNo6, ji8 

lasoudun, a6l 

Issy, 121 

Iteuil, 2i8 

ItOn river, 79 

Itzatzou, J07 

I vry, battle, 79, IJ4 

IzaMs, 25i, i22 

J. 

Jaca, J20 
Jacquerie, la, j5 
St Jacut, 167' 

James II. at St. Germain-en- 
Laye, 55; at la Hoague, 90, 

Jargeau, 194 

Jarnac, 240 

Jasmin, poet, 28; 

Jaudy, river, 14') 

St. Jean du Doigt, 146 

de Luz, JIG 

Pied de Port; }o^ 

Jeanne d'Albret, jih 31$ 

Jeanne d'Arc. at Uouen, 51 ; 
at Patay, 188; souvenirs at 
Orleans, 190, 191 ; at Jargeau, 
194; at Chlnon, 214 ; her 
sword, 2J1 

Jeanne de Montfort, 159 

Jerel, val de, 33^ 

Jeux Floraux, Soclete des, 272 

Jonzac, 2JI 

Josephine, Empress, 55 

Josselin, 154 

Jourdan, Marshal, 264 

Jouy, 125 

Joyeuse Garde Castl?, i J9 

san Juan de las Abcdebas, j8 j 

Jugon, i;6 

Juine, river, 187 

St Julia, J84 

Julia Bona, 68 

St Julien, 299, jb) 

la Jumelliere. 227 

Jumieges Abbey, 65 

St. Junien, 264 

Junquiera, J76 

Juran^oQ, jij, 321 

St. Just, 26 

Juvisy, 186 

Juzet, 357 

K. 

Kerdluel, 146 
Kerentrec, 164 
Kerhuon, ijo 
Kerispere, 165 
Kerlescant, 160 
Kermario, 160 
Kermartin, i4f 

Kersanton stone, 1 19 ; quarries 
of, 156 



LESCUN. 

Kilogrammes, xiv 
Kilometrees, xiil 
Kings of France, list of, xxxl 
Kistvaeus, 117 

L. 

Labatut, jod 

Labenne, 104 

Tjabouhere. jo2 

Labourd, Pays de, 30% 

Labrit, 303 

Lace, manufacture of, 285 

l^farge, 265 

Ijafontaine, 121 

Lailly,i95 

Laluque. 303 

Lamballe, ij6 

Lamennais, abbe de, 107 

Lamothe, 242, joi 

Lamotte Beuvron, 26^ 

Lanbader, 1J9 

Ijande de Mire, 208 

Landerncau,ii9, 156 

— — , river, 144 

Landes les Grandes, joi 

Landivislau, IJ9 

Langeais, 216 

Langoiron, 286 

Langon, 286 

Langouet, 167 

Langrone, 85 

Languedoc, 248, 282, J62 

Lanleff, 145 

Lanmeur, 146 

Lanncmezau, 353 

Lannes, 318 

Lannion, 145 

Lanoux, Lake, 379 

Lanrivoare. 143 

Lantec, 14$ 

Lardy, 187 

— - Landry, 240 

I^roohefoucauld Castle, 238 

l^rochejacquelin, loi, 130, iji, 

216, 223 ; his death, 226 
Laroque, 270 
Larrans. jo8 
Larrey, Baron, 344 
Lartlgues, 344 
St I^ary, 346 
Laruns, J22 

Ia Tour d'Auvergne, 154 
Latour, 367 

St. Jjaurent de Gerdans, 384 
Laval, 130 
Lavedau, Val, 329 
Layrac,3i8 
Ijectoure,3i8 
I^ecumberrl, jo8 
L^gue, ai7 
Lehon, 151 
Lemans, 128 
Lens, 7 

Leon>5Ur-Mer, 85 
Lers, river, j68 
Les, 358 

I^sage, his birthplace, 167 
Lescar, 313 
Lescun waterfall, 320 



LOUIS. 

Lescure, X13, iji, 225 
Lsscures, 282 ; 
Lesneven, 147 
Lesponne, 352 
Leetelle, 329 
St. Leu d'Esserent, 28 

Tavemy, 29 

Leucate, 373 

la Levee do la Loir?, 200 

Lexos, 269 

Lezarde river, 70 

I^zardrieux. 145 

I^iancourt, 26 

Liane, river, 13, 17 

Libouroe, 241 

Lifire, 113 

Llguge, 238 

Lille, 10 ; to Douai, 1 2 

Lillebonnc, 67 

Lillers, 7 

Limeruy, 2co 

Llmetz, 58 

Limoges, 263 ; cathedrul. 263 ; 

remarkable natives, 264 ; 

porcelain manufacture, 264 

to Bordeaux, 265 

— to Orleans, 260 
Limours, 193 
Limousin, 248 
Limoux, 384 
Lisieux, 80 
Lison, 89 

Liveroan tunnel, 241 
St. Lizaigne, 261 

st Lizier, 364 

Llagona, 385 

St. Ld. 98 

Loches, 211 ; castle of, : 1 1 

Lochtudy, 198 

Locmariaker, 164 

Locquefret, 154 

Loir, river, 210 

LorRK, HI, 169, 17 J, 179, 183, 

188, loi, 193, 213, 215, 221 

A. Glen to Orleans, 194 

— - B. Orleans to Tours, 19? 

C, Tours to Anglers, 215 

— — />. Angiera to Nantes, 

221 

below Nantes, 179 

, inundations of the, 183 

Loiret, 195,260 
Longages, 363 
Longjumeau, 187 
Longpoint, 187 
Longpre, 20 
Longueau, 9, 25 
LongueviUe, 39 

, duchesse de, 37 

Lorient, 158 ; dockyard, 159 

I^rmont, 242, 298 

Lot, river, 365 ; valley, 270 

Lotblers, 262 

St. Loubes, 242 

Louderville, 346 

Louelte, river, 188 

Louhossa, 307 

l>oui8, loa 

St. Louis, 28, 29b 40, 230 

I/)Ui8 XL, 195, 209, 211. 212 
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LOUIS. : 

Louis XIV., marriage of, 124, 

iio 
Louis XVIIL, landing of, at 

Calais, 4 
Loiiis-Pbiiippe, 75, "76, ijj, 

200 
la Loupe, 1 28 
Ixiurdes, ^29 
Louron, val de, J46 
Louvie, 321; marWe-quaiTy, 

i22 

Louvlers, 43 
Jjouvigne, 11 j 
Luant, 262 
I^ueant-sur-Mer, 85 
St. Luce, 224 
LuchoD, J55 

to Lac d'Oo, J47 

to Venasque, 359 

vallej', J 54, J5& 

Luclennes, 54 

Lu^on, 229 

TiUgos, 302 

T^umbaes, 18 

St. Luperce, 117 

Lusignan on tlje Voniio, 244 

Lussac de Cliuieaux, 24J 

J^uxe, 2j8 

Luyiies, 215 

, due de, 215 

Luz, 5J5 

to Gavarnle, 33O 

to Luchoii, J41 

Luzarches, 28 
Luzerne, loi 
Lys, Val de, 357 

M. 

St. Macaire, 286 

Maenac, 160 

Magny, 56, I2j 

Mailleraye-sur-Seine, 6j 

Maine, river, 169, 221, 228 

Maintenon, 1 24 

— , Mad. de, i2j, 124, 245, 

342 
Maison la Coste Belair, 319 
Mai8oii8. 40 
St. Malxent, 244 
Maladetta, 360, j6i 
la Maladrerie, 87 
Malansac, 167 
Malaunay, 40, 69 
Malause, 284 
Malestrolt, 155 
Malmaison, 55 
bt. Malo. 106 

to Nantes, 149 

^— to Hennes, io8 

St. Mamet, 357 

la Manche, 89 

Manny, Sir Walter de, 159 

le Mans, 128 

to Nantes, 168 

Mantes, 41 
Marans, 229 
Marbore, 336 
Marca, Pierre, J2i 
Marcadou, Port de, J27 



MENEZ. 

Marcean, 127 
St. Marcel. 262 ^ 

MaToelIa<^ jt$ 
la Marche, 262 
st Marcial, jii 
Marcorignan, 371 
Mai^aret of Ai^ou, 170, 220 
Margaux, Ch&teau, 298 
Marguerite, Ste, 39 
Marflcuerlte de Navarre, 153, 

285, 313, 332, 349 
Marguerite de Valois, tee An- 

gouleme, 239; Agen, 285; 

Pau, 315 
Mariages Kepublicains, 177 
St. Marie, 341. 344. J45 
Marigny, Enguerrand de, 57 
Marlborough's betrayal uf the 

expedition to Brest, 142 
Marly, 54 
Mannande, 286 
Marmoutiers Abbey, 207 
Marolles, 187 
Maromme, 40, 69 
Marot, Clement, 84, 271 
Marquise, 13 
Marrac, chateau de, 306 
St. Mars-la-Bruyere, 128 
Marsac, 281 
Marseillette, 371 
Marsous, 328 
St. Martin, 207, 218, 219, 220, 

246, 319. 365 
Martinvaast, 93 
St. Martory, 363 
Martres, 363 

Mary Queen of Scots, 147, 208 
Masdeu, 375 

Mas Saintes Puelles, 369 
Massat, 364 
Massy, 193 
t. Mathurin, 220 
St. Matrin, 270 
St. Matthew, abbey of, 143 
Maubourguette, 319 
Mauleon, 308 
St. Maur, 220 
ste. Maure, 232 
Mausel, 33 
Meuves, 224 
Mauvezin Castle, 353 
St. Maximin, sione-quarries of, 

26 
Mayenne, 136 

, dept. and river, 130, 136 

Mayregue, 357 

Mazamet, 369 

Mazarin, Card., 298, 312 

Mazeres, 377 

St. Medard,,287 

Medoc and its wines, 296, 298, 

299 
Medoux, 344 
Medouze, river, 319 
Mehun, 19$ 
laMeilleraye, 153 
Menage de la Vierge, 153 
Menar8»le*Ch&teau, 196 
le Mendi, 153 
Menez Arres hills, 113, 154 



MONTMOBEAU. 

Menhirs, 106, 116, 143, I47> 
160, 163, 164, 180, i8z 

la Menitre, 220 

Mer, 196 

ste. Mere, I'Eglise, 90 

Merens, 380 

Mereville, 188 

Mesnil I'Aubert, joo 

bous-jumifegcs, 63, 06 

Mauger, 81 

Mbtjrb, the, xii 

Mettray, in, 209 

Meudon, 121 

Meulan, 41 

MeuDg, 195 

Mezidon, 81 

Michel. Mont St., 103 

St. Michel-sur-Greve, 146 

sur-Orge, 187 

Mielan, 318 

Milhau, 367 

Minibaste, 312 

Mirande, 318 

Mire, Lande de, 209 

Miremont, 270 

Mirepoix, 377 

Mirville, 70 

Moidrey, 103 

Moissac, 283 

Moliere, 199, 263 

Molitg, 381 

Moncada, castle of, 313 

Monconteur, 137 

Money of Pranw, x. 

Monnerville, 188 

Monsecret, 135 

Monsempron-Libos, 270 

Montabard, no 

Montefilant, castle, 152 

Montaigne, Michel dc, chtlteau 
of, 241 

Montaigne, the essayist. 241 
267, 292, 350 

Montaigu, 228 

Montauban,^ 282, 356 

de Bretagne, 136 

Montbazon. 232 

Mont Dol, 106 

Monteburg, 90 

MoBteils, 269 

Monterollier-Buchy, 35 

Montesquieu's chateau, 287 

Montferrand, 298 368 

Mootfort castle, 77 

rAmaory, 133 

sur-Meu, 136 

Montfort. Jean de, 148,, 1 59, 22?, 

, Simon de, 275, 3(>}, 3^>9. 

370.371,371 
Montgaillard, 319, 349 
Montgollen abbey, 223 
Mont Hellu, 164 
MontiviUiers, 70 ' 

Mont Jan, 222 
Montlaur, 368 
MonUhery, 187 
Mont Louis, 203, 382 

de Marsan, 319 

— Mlrat, 109 
Montmoreau, 241 



iNDi:ic« 



MOBTkOIOSNOT. 


ORLEANS. 


PAU. 


Montmorency, 29 


lery, cathedral, 372; honey, 


Orleans, forest of, 188 


Montmorillon, 244 ] 


313 


, siege of, 191 


Montoir, 180 


Narbonne to Perptgnan, 373 


, Maid of, 51, 191, 192, 194 


Montpazier, 270 


Naurouse, 369 


214, 232 


Mont Perdu, jJi, J40 


Navarre, 248 


Orleans, railroad to Paris, 186 


Montraval, 242 


Nay, 329 

St. Nazalre, 180 


to Gien, 194 


Montr^eau, J54, j6| 


to Limoges, 260 


Montrelaif , 222 


Neez, river, 32r 1 


to Tours, 195 


Montreuil, 122 


Negreplisse, 269 


Orleans, due d', 54 


— Bellay, 220 


la Negresse, 308 


Orlenols, the, 183 


Verton, 18 


Negrler, Gen., statue to, t i j 


Orly, i85 


8ur-llle, 109 


Nelson, Boulogne bombarded 


tesOrmes, 232 


Montricbard, 200 


by, 17 


Orne. river, 78, 81 ; valley, i j6 


Montrouge, 121 


Nerac, 285 


Orsay, 193 


Mens, 2j2 


Nesle, 25 


Oithez, 31?; battle of. ji2 


Montsoreau. 2Z$, 219 


Neubourg, 60 


Ossau, Val d', 314, jii, 322 


Mont St. Michel, 10; 


Neufchfttel, 62 


Osse, 320 


— — Valerien, S4 


Neuilly. 54 


Osses, 307 


Montvalent, 268 


Neuvy Pailloux, 261 


Ossouo, val, 335 


Monville, 39 


Nexon, 26$ 


Ossuary, 118, 139, 167 


Morbihan, 164 


St. Nicodeme, 155 


Oudon, 223 


Morcenz, 30}, J19 


Nicole, 285 


Ouessant, 13, 144 


Morean, Gen., i j8, J9; 


Niort, 227, 245 


Ouistreham Port, 77 


Mor^ St Hllalrc, 210 


Nive, vale of, 307 


Oule, 251, 337. 55<> 


Morlaas, 517 


Nivelle, river, 3 10 


Oust, river, 155 


Morlabc 137 


Nivei-sac, 268 


Oust, 364 


to Nantes, i5J 


Nizau Yillandrant, 286 




Mortag:ne, 1 35, jo 
(vendee), 226 


Noailles, 268 


P. 


la Noe. abbey, 79 


Mortaln. ii2 


Nogent le Rotroii, 128 


Pacy, 79 


Mortemer, abbey of. «7 


Nointol, 70 


Paillette. 320 


la Motte Archard, 228 


Noimoutler, 181 


Paillole, 345 


Motteville, 69 


Nonancourt, 134 


Paimboeut, 181 


Moullneaux, 62 


Nord, Depart, duy lo 


Paimpol, 145 


Mouscron, 13 


NoBMANDT, 1-3. Boutes, 32-113 


Pain de Sucre, 298 


Moutaut-Betbarram. 329 


Norrey, 87 


St. Pair, 101 


Mouthien, 240 


1 Nort, 153 


le Palais, viaduct, 262 


Moux, 371 


Nouan, 260 . 


Palalseau, 193 


la Muga, 384 


la Nouvelle, 373 


Palissy, Bernard, 231, 284 


Muret, 363 


Noyades, of the Loire, 177 


le Pallet, 224 




1 Noyal, 132 


Palombiere, the, 352 


N. 


; Noyelles, 18 


Pamiers, 377 


i Noyen, 168 


Panticosa, 326 


Nacqueville, 98 


■ Noyon, 26 


Papin, Denys, 198 


JSajac, 269 


1 


; Pardon (festival), 117, 156 


Nanterre, 54 


i 

! 0. 


Paris, 32 


Nantes, 173; cathedral, 174; 


to Boulogne, 18 


plan of the town, 174 ; castle, 


Occismor, site of, 14S 


to Caen, 78 


175; museunu), library, ar- 


O'Connpll, Daniel, at .St. Omer, 6 


to Calais, 3 


chives, 176, 177 ; Quais, 177 ; 


OctevlUe, 90 


to Chartres, 123 


Noyades, 177 ; commerce, 


, Odet river, 157 


, to Dieppe, 61 


179; environs, 179 


1 Odon river, 8t 


! to Granville, 1 33 


to Croiblc, 180 


1 OfTranvilie, 3Q 
Olse, river, 20, 29 


■ to Orleans, 186 


to >t. Nazalrc, 180 


toBennes, 123 


to Poitiers, 224 


Olssel, 44, 60 


' to Rouen (raihvAv) 40 


to Eochefort, 228 


1 Oleron, He d', 246 


to Rouen by Mukhn , s'* 


Napier, Adm. Sir Chas., on the 


I Olette, 382 


toSceaux(rallM»:ul), i«;; 


Digue of Cherbourg, 96 


, Olivet, 193 


to St. Germain, 54 


Napoleon L at Boulogne, 16 


1 Olonne, 228 


to Tours, 210 


at Malmaison, 57 


Oloron, 319 


to Versailles (ruilrofwl) 


at Bochefort, 247 


1 Clot, 384 


121 


Napoleon III. landiog at Wi- 


' St. Omer, 6 


Parthenay, 227 


mereux, 13; at Boulogne, 


Onzaln, 2cx) 


Passage du Four, 144 


1 5 ;- at Uam, 25 ; at Lor lent. 


Oo, Lac d', 347 ; Port d', 348 


Passages, 312 


159; his 'experiments in la 


Orge, river, 186 


1 PAgSPOBTS, xlv. 


Sologne, 260 


I'OrientisS; ««Lorlent 
, Orival,6o 


Patay, 188 


Napoleon Vendue, 228 


St. Pateme, 11 1 


Napoleonville, 154 


1 Ort-eass, i)»8 ; cathedral, 189 ; 


St. Patrice, 216 


Narbomie, 371; antiquity of. 


plan of tue town, 189; mu- 


Pau, 314; castle, 314? »•"" 


372; museum, picture gaU 


seum, 190 ; environs, 193 


eemn, 316; conveyances. 
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PAU. 
commerce, J17; excursioDB, 

Pan to Bagneres de Blgorre, 

— — > to Ganfranc in Spain, J19 
— -— to Cauterets, J28 

to Eaux • Bonnes and 

Eaax-Cbaudes, 321 
Pduillac, 290 
St. Paul de Dax, joj 

de Fenouillet J85 

BtPaulet, J69 
Paulban, 367 
Pavilly, 69 
St. Pe, 329 
le Pecq, 55 
Penmarch, 158 
Penne, 271 
la Perche, 127 
Percbe, Col de la, 382 
Perci, 100 
Perenchies, 10 
Periere, 89 
P^rlgueux, 265 

to Toulouse, 267, 269 

toTarbes, 318 

la Pemellc, 92 

Perpignan, 374 i 

—— to Mont Louis and Puy- 
cerda, 381 

to Campredon, j8j 

le Perray, 124 ; 
Perros Guire, 146 
Pertbus, 3^6 
Pertuis d'Antioche, 246 
Breton, 246 

Pessac, 301 

l*eter tbe Hermit, birthplace 
of, 24 

Peulveus, 116 

Peyrada, 338 

Peyrehorade, 308 

Peyresourde, 346 

le Peyrouse, 282 

Pezou, 210 

Picade, Port de, 361 

PIcardy, i 

Pic d Anie, 308 

d'Arblzon, 346 

'— de Bacanere, 357 

de BergoDS, 336 

— Qinoa, 346 

Ger, 322, 325 

^~— du Midi de Bigorre, 343 

dn Midi d'Ossau, 323 

— — de Monne, 3J3> 35^ 

de Sanvegarde, 360 , 

Piccy-Poville, 69 

I'icquigny, 20; meeting of 
Edward IV. and Louis XI. 
at, 20 

Pierre les Cidais, 5 

du Cliamp lX>lent, 106 

laCour, 131 

de Corps, 20) 

rar Dives, 108 

Egliae, 92 

Lis, 385 

- — de Fle^ttin, 149 



FOBNIE. I 

St, Pierre, BernanUn, his birth- [ 

place, 73 
St. Pierre-du-Vauvray, 43 I 

Pierrefitte, 28, 330 ' 

, Port de, 346 

les Piliers, 09 ! 

Pimend, 338 

Pique, valley of the, 354 1 

Plaisir-Grlgnon, 133 1 

Planes, 382 | 

Plantagenet, 114, 129 

Plenee Jngon, 136 

Plessis Kaer, 16; 

Plessis les Tours, 209 

Pleudihen, 149 

Pleyben, 157 

Pleyber Christ, 139 

PioSrmel, 136 

Plouaret, 137 

Plouarzel, 143 

Plouer, 149 

Plougastel, 144 

Ploulgaeau, 137 

Ploumanacb, 146 

PlounerlD, 137 

Podensac, 286 

Poey le Houn, 327 

la Pointe, 22 1 

Pointe de Grave, 300 

la Polssoniere, 222 

Poissy, 40 ; conference of, 41 

Poitiers, 233; cburcheB, 233; 

plan of town, 234 ; cathedral, 

235 ; amphitheatre, 236, 

battle, 237 
to Rocbefort, by Nlort, 

244 
to St. Sulplce LauriSre, 

243 
Poltou, 183 
Poix, 35 
St. Pol, 

de Leon, 147 

Pompadour, 265 

Pons, 231 

Pout I'Abb^, 158 

de I'Arche, 41, 60— 

Andemer, 77 

de Brique, 17 

de Cbarla. 385 

Chateau, 168 

d'Espagne, 333 

TEvfique, 77 

Orson, 103 

sans Pareil, 5 

Remy, 20 

Scorff, 159 

du Val, 12 c 

Pontaven, 158 

Pontcrolx, 158 

Pontgouin, 128 

Pontivy, 15 j 

Pontolse, 29 

Pontrienx, 145 

Ponts de Ce, 221 

Porcelain manufacture at 

Sevres, 121 ; at Limoges, 264 
Porchaire. 236 
Pornie, 181 



Q.n£8T£MBEBT. 

Port Boulet, 2x6 1 

Brillet, 131 

— de Gavamie, 340 

St Hubert, 149 

de Launay, 156 

St. Marie, 285 

de Penne, ini 

la Picade, 301 

Piles, 232 

Royal des Champn, 123 

y^odres, 376 

Porta. 380 

Portel, 17 

Portet, St Simon, j^j 

Portets, 287 

Portillon, port de, 358 

Ports, 251 

Posting in France, xix. 

Poullaouen, lead-mines, 154 

Poumel, 268 

Poussin, Nicolas, 59 

Pouy, 303 

Pouzac, 349 \ 

Prades. 381 

Prats de Mollo, 383 

Preignac, 286 

la Preste les Bains, 18 1 

Pretender (the), 147, 177 

Price, Church of, i jo 

St. Priest Taurion, 2O3 

les Prieux, 98 

Provinces of France, xxvi. 

Prune-au-Pot 262 

Piyols, Chateau de, 27 1 

Puteaux, 122 

Puycerda, 380, 383 

Puymaurin, 380 

Puyoo, 312 

PrBENBF^, 249 ; dh-ections for 
travellers in, 249 ; scenery, 
compared with the Alps, 250 ; 
rivers and lakes, 250; passes, 
valleys, 251; cirques, 251; 
a dash into Spain, 251 ; in- 
habitants, 252 ; Cargoes, 252 : 
sporting, 253; history and 
antiqnlties, 253 ; 1^ English 
in, 253-254 ; watering-plac«»8, 
254; books on, 256; skele- 
ton tours. 256; passports, 
259 ; conveyances, tans, 
horses, guides, 259; dogs, 
wolves, bears, chalses-k-por- 
teur, 260. Routes, 70, 71, 
72, 72A, 7211, 73, 74. 76, 77» 
78, 79. 80, 82, 83, 83A, 84, 8s, 
86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 
94. 97. 98, 99. ia> 



Quatre Routes, 268 
Quelem, 143, 156 
Quemneven, 157 
St. Quentin, 26 
Quehtin Durward, 19J, toQ 
Querqueville, 97 
Querigut, 385 
(^estembert, 155, 167 



INDEX. 
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QUETTEVILLE. 

Quetteville, 77 
QuevUle, 62 
Qoiberon, 166 
Qaillan, J85 
guillebceuf, 6 j 
Quimper, 157 
Quimperle, 158 
QalnevlUe, <p 
Quinipily, Venus of, 165 

R. 

Kabelnls, 215 

Rabastens, 269, jiS 

Racine, 123 

Radegonde, 2oj 

RAILBOAD8, xvii 

KamboulUet, 124 

la Kance, river, 149 

la Ranee, abbe, 135 

Rancle, mines de, J78 

Ranoogne, Groites de, 238 

Raymond VI., of Tolouie, 275 

Has, Polnte du, 157 

Re. He de, 246 

Reaumur, 246 

Rebenac, 321 

Redon, 155 

Kegneville, 100 

Reliquairos, 118 

St. Renan, 143 

Rene d'AnJou, i;2, 170 

Rennes, 132, 149 

— to Paris, I2J 

to Brest, ij6 

la Reole, 286 

de Retz, Card., 176 

, Gilles, 222 

Reuilly, 261 

Revel, 369 

laRbume, 311 

Rhuys, 167 

Richard Coeur-de-Llon, 46, 49, 

58, 60, 154, 219, 264, 265 
Richard 11., 294 
Richelieu, s$, 229 
Rille, river, 80, 1 1$ 
Rlon, joj 
Riou, 51 J 
Bt. Rlquler, 19 
Riscle, 3 19 
Risle, river, 77 
Rivesaltes, 374 
Rivl6re, joj 
Robert the Devil, 62 
Robespierre, birthplace of. 8 
Rocamadour, 268 
hi Roche Bernard, 168 

— Guyon, 57 

Jagu, castle, 145 

— — Maurice, 139 

Bur-Yonne, 228 

Roche Corbon, 2oj 

Cotte, 216 

des Fees, ijj 

Rochefort, 246 

to ADgoulgme, 230 

la Rochefoucauld, 278 
la Rochelle, 245 



SALLEN'I'. 

RocheroUe, viaduct of, 262 

Rochers, chftteau des, 131 

Rocking'Stone, 146, 154, 158 

Rodez, 366 

Rohan, 154 

Roland the Paladin, 298, 337 

RoUeboise, 42 

RoUo, the Pirate, 56 

St. Romain, 70 

St. Rome, 367 

Romilly copper-works, 4; 

Stat, 80 

Roncesvaux, 253, 307 

la Roque, 270 

Roquefort, 367, 38J 

Uoquessles, 367 

Roscofif, 147 

la Rose, 299 

les Rosters, 220 

Rosnareu, 163 

Rosny, chateau, 42 

Rosporden, 158 

Rostrfnen, 154 

Roubaix, 13 

Rouen, 44; cathedral, 45; St 
Maclou, 47 ; St. Ouen, 47 ; 
public garden, 48 ; public li- 
brary, 4^ ; museums, 48, 49 ; 
churches, 49 ; Palais de Jus- 
tice, 50 ; Place de la Pucelle, 
$0; public builf^lngs, 51; 
bridges, manufactures, en- 
virons, 52 

Rouen to Havre, 62, 67, 69 

to Paris (railroad) 40 

le Roule, tunnel of, 43 

Roumiges valley, 326 

Rousseau, 29, 202 

Roussillon, 248 

Rouvray, St. Etienne de, 61 

St. Croix, 188 

Royan, 229, 3c» 

Royaumont abbey, ruins of, 28 

Rue, 18 

Rueil, ss 

Rnelle, 238 

Ruffec, 238 

Rulsseaville, 6 

Rumengol, 156 

Rustephen, ctistle of, 158 

S. 

Sable, 168 

les Sables, 229 

Sablonville, 54 

Sabres, 302 

Sacqueville en Bessin, 88 

le Sage, birthplace of, 167 ; his 

death, 16 
Salutes, 230 
Saintonge, 183 
Salat, river, 364 
Salbris, 261 
Salces, 374 
Salden, 380 
Salies du Salat, 364 
Sallagossa, 383 
Salient, 326 



SEVRES. 

Salies, 365 

Sals, river, 384 

Salt-works, 181 

Famarobriva, anc, 24 

Samer, 18 

Sand, George, 262 

Sangueze, river, 224 

Sanqueville, 39 

Sarrance, 320 

Sarrincolin, 345 

Sarthe, river, iio, 168 

Sartiiiy, loi 

Sarzeau, 167 ; 

Saubusse, 303 

Saucede, Col de, ?28 

Sauldre, river, 261 

Sault de Navailles, 312 

Saumur, 216; museum, 217 

churches, 217; castle, 217 

environs, 218 
Saut de Sabot, 282 
Sauteme, 286 
Sauveterre, 308 
St. Sauveur les Bains, 3 j6 

le Vicomte, 90 

Savena^, 168, 180 
Savenieres, 222 j 
Saverdun, 377 
Savigny, abbey," 113 

• , village, 187 

St Savin, 243, 330 

St. Savlnien, 230 

Savonnieres, 215 

Saxe, Marshal, 199 

Scaliger, 284 

Scarrou, 129 

Sceaux, 128, 197 

Scorff, 159 

Scie, valley, 39 ; river, 39 

St. Sebastian, 312 

Secul^jo, lac de, 347 

Seclin, 12 

Seez, no 

Segala, 369 

Segre, river, 382 

la Seilleiaie, 224 

Seinb Rivkk, 40, $$, 57, 67, 

121, 122, 186 

St. Germain to Rouen, 57 

— — Rouen to Havre, 62 

Selles-sur-Cher, 199 

Sem, 378 

Semussac, 300 

Sentein. 364 

Serephie^ tunnel of, 262 

Serqueux, Forges-les Eau.x, 35 

Serquigny, 80 

Serrant, chateau de, 221 

St Servan, 107 

Servon, 132 

Seuilly, 21 f 

St Sever, ^4, 49, 112 

Severac, 108, 367 

Sevlgnac, 321 

Sevlgne, Mad. de, i2j, 131, 

176, 224 
Sivre Xantaise, 173, 224 

Niortaise, 229, 245 

Sevres, 121 
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SIENNS. 

Sienne, river, loo 

Sigean, 37? 

Skeleton Tour of France, xxx 

thro!igh Normandy, 3 

through Brittany, 120 

of Uie Pyrenees, 256 

Slate-quarries, 173 
Soc'b, 158 

Sode,357 
Solesmes, 168 
Solferino, joi 
Solignac, abbey, 263 
Soligny, 135 
la Sologne, 260 
Somery, iS 
Somme, river, 7, 9, 18 
Somport, Col de, 3 20 
Sordes, 308 

Sorel, Agnes, 63, 66, 212, 232 
Sorreze, 369 
Sottevast, 92 
Soulom, 330 
Soult, Marshal, 279 
la Source du Loiret, 193 
Source, Chateau, 193 
Sourdeval, 112 
la SoHterraine, 262 
Souze, 220 

Sporting in the Pyrenees, 253 
Steamboats, xvi 
Steenbecque, 7 
Strazeele, 10 
Sucinlo, 167 
Suevres, 196 
St. Suliac, 149 

Sully, 127, 194; bis castle and 
birthplace, 42 ; bis grave, 128 
— — , town and castle, 194 
St. Sulpice-Laurlere, 242, 262 
Surdon, 1J5 
Suresnes, 122 
Surgeres, 245 
SurviUiers, 28 
la Suze, 168 
St. Symphorien, 210 

T. 

Tabescan. 378 
Tables-d'hOte, xx 
Tacoignieres, 133 
Taden, 149 
Talllebourg, 230 
Talbot's death, 241, 295 
Talleyrand's residence" at Va- 

len9ay, 199 ; his tomb, 199. 
Talmont, castle, 229 
TamarviUe, 91 
Tancarville, 6d 
Tarascon (Aricge), 378 
Tarbee, 318, 348 
Tardets, 308 
Tardoire, river, 266 
Tardonere, river, 2 j8 
Tarn, river, 281, 367 
Tavers, 195 
Tech, river, 375 ; valley of the, 

383 
Tentenera pass, 327 
Tergnier, 26 



TOUVRE. 

Tcscou, 283 

Tessonieres, 269 

-— — to Carmaux, 281 

la TestP, 301 

Tet, river, 374; source, 382; 
valley, 381 

Than, near Caen, 85 

Theatres, £U>man \ tu Lille- 
bonne, 68 

le Theil, 128 

Theillay, 261 

Thegonnec, 139 

Thlennes, 7 

Thilliers, 56 

Thiviers, 265 

Thouars, 224, 227 

Thoue river, 218, 227 

Thourie, 153 

Through Routes, xv 

Thury, birthplace of, 26 

Tlffauges, 226 

Tlllieres, 134 

Tinchebrai, 135 

Tingry, 18 

Tlrancourt, 20 

Tocqueville, 91 

Tombeleine, ro2, loj 

Tombs, royal, at St. Denis, 30 

Tonnay-Charente, 230 

Tonneins, 285 

Tonquedec, 146 

Torfou, 225 

Torla, 341 

Tories, Col de, 328 

TOtes, 39 

Toulouse, 271; plan of the 
town, 273; Capitole, 272; 
Jeux Floraux, 272 ; churches, 
■274; cathedral, 275; mu-| 
seum, 275 ; Inquisition, 277.,; 
Jean Calas, 278 ; canals, 279 ; 
battle oi; 279 ; railways, 280 

to Bagneres, 362 

to Montauban and Bor- 
deaux, 282 

to Narbonne, 368 

to Puycerda, 377 

to Vicdessos and Foix, 

J64 I 

Touques, river, 77 

Touralne, 183, 200 

Tour de Carol, 380 

— — de Cordouan, 300 

Toorcoing, 13 

TourlaviUe castle, 97 

Tourmalet, 343 

'I'oumai, J53 

'fours, 204; cathedral, 204; 
plan of, 205 ; museum, 206 ; 
ruins of old cathedral, 207 ; 
manufactures, 208; llbraiy, 
208 ; Plessis, 209 

-— to Chinon and Saumur, 213 

to Loches, 210 

to Angers, 215 

to Poitiers and Bordeaux, 

232 

TourviUe, 43 

Toury, 188 

Touvre, river, 238 



VAUGIRARD. 

Trait, 66 

Tramesalgues, 346^1 

la Trappe pres Soligny, 1 35 

Trappes, 123 

Trappist convents, 92, 135, 15 J 

Trebons, 349 

Trecastel, river, 146 

Treguier, 145 

Trelaze, 221 

Trementines, 227 

Trepasses, Bale d2s, 158 

Treporl, 76 

Treves, 220 

la Tricherie, 233 

Triel, 41 

Trieux, vale, 137, 145 

Trompe-Loup, jqd 

Trou d'Enfer, 357 

du Taureau, 360 

Troubadours, 272 
Troumouse, 337 
TrouvUle, 77 
Trnak hose, 156 
Tuffeau, 220 
Tulle, 268 

Tumiac, Butte de, 167 
Turenne, 268 

U. 

Urdos, 320 
Urrugne, 311 
Urt, Stat., 308 
Ushant, battle of, 144 
Ussat, 378 
Usse, 216 
Uzerche, 265 

V. 

st Vaast la Hougue, 91 
Val d'Ante, 109 

d'Aspe, 319 

Denacre, 17 

Fleury, 121 

de Jarret, 327, 334 

-d'Ossau, 314, 321, 322 

. Richer, 81 

Valcarlos, 307 

Valen9ay, 199 

Valence d'Agen, 284 

Valentin, river, 324 

Val6rien, Mt., 54 

St. Valery-Bur-Somme, 18, 76 

St. Valery en Caux, 69, 75 

Valines, 76 

Valmont, 75 

Valogne8,Qo 

Vannes, 166 

Vanvres, 121 

Varades, 222 

VarangeviUe, 38 

Varennes-sur-ioire, 216 

Varilhes, 377 

Vattevllle la Rue, 63 

Vau, river, 269 

Vauban, Marshal, 7, 91, 143, 

246* 107, 382, 384 
Vaucelles, 83 
Vaugirard, 121 
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VAUX. 

Vauxde Vire, iii 

VajTes, 242 

Venables, tunnel of, 42 

Venasque, 361 ; port de, j6o 

to Ludion, 561 

Vcndeans, gee CboUet, 22 j 

^ Del, io6; GranvJUe, loi 
I^val, iji ; le Mans, 130 
Nantes, 178 ; Saumnr, 217 
Savenay, 180; St. Florent, 
22 J ; Torfou, 225 

la Vendee, 184, 227 

Vendome, 210 

Veiidrac, 269 

Verdon, 3<x> 

Vergniaud, 264 

Vernet, 581 

VerneuU, 1J4 

Vernon^ 42 

li Verriere, 124 

Versailles, 122 

Vert, lac, 353 

Vesinet, 55 

Veuves. 200 

Vexin, 56 

Vezere, river, 265, 269 

, valley of, 242 

Vic de Bigorre, 319 

Vicdessos, 378; valley, 378 

Rt. Victor, 39 

Viel Pont-en-Auge, 108 

Viella, 358 

VIelle, 346 

Vienne, river, 214, 215, 233, 

Vierge, Grotto de U, 330 
Vierzon, 261 
le Vigen, 264 



VOLTAIRE, 

le Vignette, 265 
Vignemale, 334 
Vigny, 56 

Vllaine, river, 132, 168 
Villebon, 127 
Villecomtal, 318 
le VUledieu, 283 
Villedleu-les-Poeles, 112 
Villefranche de Bel\ es, 270 

(Tet),38l 

Lauraguais, 368 

Rouergue, 269 

Villeneuve-sur-Lot, 271 

le Rol, 186 

Villeperdue, 232 
Villers, 50 

sur-Mer, 78, 87 

Vfllevayrac, 367 
Villequier, 63 
Villiers, 187 

le Bel, 28 

Vimont, 81 

Vin<;a, 381 

st Vincent stat., 30J 

St. Vincent dc Paul, 303 

Vinci, L. da, 202 

Vindrac, 269 

Vine, cultivation of the, 299 

Vionne, river, 29 

Vire, III, 135 

, river, 89 

to Rennes, 11 1 

Viroflay, 122 

Vitre, 131 

Vitry, 186 

Viviez, 365 

Vlvonne, 238 

Voltaire, 40, 194, 203, 278 



YVRE. 

Vonne, river, 244 
Vouille, 272 
Voulon, 238 
Voves, 210 
Vouvray, 203 



W. 

Waco, 89 

8t. Wandrille, 66 

Watering-places, in the Py- 
renees, 255 

Watten, 6 

Welfshts and measures, xii-xiv 

Wellington, Duke of, 170 ; in- 
the Pyrenees. 254, 279, 305, 
311, jbj ; at Bayouue, 305 

WlUiam the Conqueror, 109; 
see Conqueror 

Wlmereux, 13 

Wimille, 13 

Wines of Bordeaux, 296 

Witsand, 13 



Y. 

Yalnville, 65 
Ychoux 302, 
Yevre, river 261 
Yffiniac, 137 
Ygos. 319 
St. Yrieix, 265 
St. Yves, 146 
Yvetot, 69 
Yvette, river, 187 
Yvre Levfique, 128 
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